
THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

HARRY WOOLF

Director

October 8, 1984

Benjamin D. Merritt
712 W. 16th Street
Austin, TX 78701

Dear Ben:

Just a quick note to say thank you very much, indeed, for the copy
your recent article on "The Samian Revolt from Athens in 440-439 B.C."
forward very much to reading it.

Sincerely yours,

Harry Woolf

of
I look

Princeton, New Jersey 08540 Telephone 60g 734-8200
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THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78712

Department of Classics

712 P'Qt 16th Street
Austin, exas, 78701
January 7, 1980.

Dr. Harry Woolf, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, ."ew Jersey

Dear Uarry,

Today I received a cheque from the b~siness

manager fpr supplementary retirement income covering
the las' six months of 1979.

This is ar.other and welcome evidence of the
thoughtful concern which the Institute has for its
,retir~f~c~lty. Jur group insurance, which I am also
privileged to share, has been a constant and reassuring
safeguard against unusual medical expense.

I want to say that I am grateful. It has been
a wonderful New Year's gift. I shall use the new income

conservatively in carrying on the work that I was bUSy
with at the Institute, in spite of retirement. At Miss
Horton's request I have recently sent a supplementary

----list of my publications.

With warm personal regards and with best wishes
for the New Year, I am

Sincerely yours,

~
Benjamin D. eritt
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Dece er 17, 1982

Profenor B jamia D. Ker1tt
712 Weat 16th Stnet
Auatiu, Texa» 78701

Dear Prof.s or Keritt,

Thank you for aan4iu8 us yo= up-dated rfa"'. It arr1_c1 ju.t
in time for our V1aiting Cocmittee which COQveues today.

I thought you IIl1gbt Ub to know the IUlloe& of our visitora.
They arel

Profes or Zeph St art, Chairman
Dr. mard lailyn
Sir Isaiah Berlin
Dr. orthrop Frye
Dr. ury Guerlac
Dr. enry A. Millo

With baat wiabea,

Patricia • Laba1De

PHL/bjl
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Nove.ber 25, 1981

Dr. Benj_in D. Meritt
712 W. 16th Street
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Ben:

Just a short note to thank you for the
offl'rint of Kleon'" Aa"ea...ent of Tribute to
Athen,,_

I am ..oat pleased to have it.

Cordially yours,

Harry Woolf
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January 22, 1979

Is. !'f..elva Lind
Director of International Affairs
Gustavus Adolphus College
St. Peter, Minnesota 56082

Dear Ms. Lind:

I apologize for this very late reply to your letter of 7 December
1978, which was inadvertently addressed to us at Princeton University.

According to our records. Mrs. Lucy Shoe Kerri tt' s current address
is: 712 West 16th Street, Austin, Texas 78701.

Once again I regret the delay in responding to your inquiry, and
hope that the above information will prove useful to you.

Sincerely yours,

I IT

Aida L. La Brutte
Secretary to the Director

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 22: Meritt, Benjamin D.-Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1947-1984 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



\At \At Ouot/avuo
'.A.' ;\dolphuo
- College

S1. Peter. Minnesota 56082 • Telephone (507) 931-4300

December 7, 1978

Director
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey 08540

Dear Sir:

Several months ago, I sent a letter to Lucy Shoe Merritt with a specific
question; the letter sent to an address indicated by the Alumnae Office of
Mt. Holyoke College. I had left Mount Holyoke in 1948, at which time we were
colleagues in different departments.

Lucy's lack of answer I ascribe to three possibilities: (1) perhaps my
letter was lost in the U.S. mail, an occurrence which regretfully happens
with seeming frequency; (2) perhaps she is on a research project in Greece;
or (3) perhaps the residential address in Texas has been changed to a suburban
or outlying district and my query has not been fonvarded to the current address.

A follow-up letter from me to the President's Office in Austin, Texas
brought the information that my letter addressed to that office was being
fonvarded to the head of the Classics Department at the University of Texas.
So far no further news has been forthcoming.

Thanking you for whatever information you may find it possible to
give me, I am

Si:M:ur~~

Melva Lind
Director of International Affairs
Docteur de l'Universite de Paris

en SOllbonne

ML/vkm
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Dear Ben:

28 ov

cc: Wisnovsky

er 1978

The Institute for Advanced Study is now in the process of preparing sn
Einstein Centennial Celebration in onor of the one-hundredth anniversary
of Albert Kinatein's birth.

A principal feature of the Celebration will be a symposiua to be held
st the Institute on Karch 4-9, 1979, dealina with the specific aspects of
Einstein's scientific work. The emphasis throug out viII be on both the
historical context and the continuing iaportance 0 Einsteio's ideas in various
fields, perhaps bearing in mind Kinstein's remark that "the ~st incompreben
sible thing about the vorld is that it ia c pyehensible."

The Planning Committee for tbe Symposium consists of the following .~
bers:

FreelUIl Dyson
Henun Feahbach
Harvin Goldberger
Gerald Holton
Hartin Klein
Abrahlllll Pais
John Wheeler
Harry Wnolf (Chai r1IIan)

The audience for the Symposiua and its published product will be on the
one hand the community of scientists of the present and isasediate future and,
on the other, future historians who will look to this record for some answers
to the questions of how Einstein and the physics he elped to create influence,
either explicitly or tacitly, the science being done today.

-}-
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Dr. BOnjemin Meritt
!age 2

It is our intention that the Symposium be an occasion where scientists
and scholars caD r flect on what acience is, and how at its best it is carried
out, with specific reference to liostein's work.

On behalf of the Institute for Advanced Study and tbe Planning Committee,
I am writing to invite you to participate in the Einstein Centennial Sympo
sium. The attached preliminary prograa will give you a sense of tbe substance
of the .aeting; further details will be aent to you at a later date.

I look forward to hearing from you soon. and very much bope that your
answer will be affirmative.

Cordially yours,

Rarry Woolf

Dr. Benjamin D. Heritt
c/o School of Historical Studie.
Institute for Advanced Stud,
Princeton. NJ 08540
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*Apri1 10-20 1978

March 1, 1978

Dr. llenjaain D. I!feritt
712 V. l6tb Street
Austin. Texas 78701

ce. Mr. Pope*
Miss Horton

Dear Dr. ritt:

r

I _a del1ghted to learn that you 11 be
v1.s1tiDg the Institute during April 1978, nd I
look forward to seein you here at that t~.
There will. of course, be an apartment 8V ilable
for your use, aDd Carl Pope will be in toucb 9itb
you shortly conc.enrln tbese errang.-ents.

Wi tb all best wisbes. I 8111.

Sincerely yours,

Barry ooll
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Benjamin Dean Meritt will reach the age of 75 March 31, 1974; this volume is a birthday
present. His has been a remarkable career. An impersonal paragraph in Who's Who records
that he was born in Durham, North Carolina; that he passed through the academic curSllS
honorum at Hamilton College (A.B., A.M.), Princeton University (A.M., Ph.D.), and the
American School of Classical Studies at Athens; that he holds honorary degrees from Hamilton
College, Princeton University, Oxford University, the University of Glasgow, the University of
Pennsylvania, and the University of Athens; that he taught at the University of Vermont,'
Brown University, Princeton University, the University of Michigan, the Johns Hopkins Uni·
versity, the American School of Classical Studies at Athens; that he became Professor at the
Institute for Advanced Study in 1935; that he has lectured as the George Eastman Professor
at Oxford, as the Martin Lecturer at Oberlin, as the Sather Professor at California; that he has
been decorated by the government of Greece. There is more.

Such paragraphs are, of course, useful; yet these somewhat brutal summaries seldom tell the
whole human story. Who could infer that Benjamin Meritt devoted his life to what had been a
disordered and chaotic field of Classical scholarship, introduced order and system, created a
method, developed a school of disciples, and placed Greek Epigraphy irrevocably in the very
centre of the study of Greek History?

Meritt began his epigraphical life as a student at the School in Athens (1920-1922). There he
formed a partnership with Allen Brown West. The two focused their principal attention on the
records of the Athenian Empire and between 1923 and 1930 there flowed from their individual
and collaborative pens a stream of articles basic to the reconstruction of the Athenian Quota
lists-and basic to the major unified work that they were even then contemplating. An imme
diate result was the rebuilding of the lapis primus, that magnificent monument that graces the
Epigraphic'Museum to this day. This must surely have been one of the most fruitful partner
ships known to Classical scholarship.

In 1928 Meritt published The Athenian Calendar in the Fifth Ct!IIlury Based on a Study of the
Detailed Accounts of Money Borrowed by the Athenian State I.G. P, 324. We do not exaggerate
in calling this a fundamental study, for all subsequent research into the Athenian calendar
depends on this book. Much has been written since and debate has sometimes become heated;
yet, without The Athenian Calendar, this debate would have been impossible. For a young man
of 29 it was an extraordinary achievement; it made Meritt's immediate reputation and in the
next year, at the age of 30, he became a full professor at the University of Michigan.

A thellian Finoncial Documents of the Fifth Century (1932) repeated the lesson; the evidence
must be systematically ordered before it can be used by the historian. Again, we are looking at
a fundamental book, a reconstruction of a number of important Athenian accounts.

For some years Meritt and West had been identifying and putting together the fragments of
the great assessment of the Empire undertaken by the Athenians in 425 B.C. Having rebuilt the
stele, in 1934 they produced The Athenian Assessment of 425 B.G.; once more, scholars were
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given evidence in a usable form. Three years later, Meritt himself wrote Documents on Athenian
Tribute, a volume that continued the preparatory work for a comprehensive study of the
physical evidence for the history of the Athenian Empire.

West's death in 1936 for=! a change in plan and Meritt invited the collaboration of H. T.
Wade-Gery and M. F. McGregor to write the book that he and West had planned and discussed
for so many years. The initial purpose seemed straight-forward: to place between two covers
all the evidence necessary for a history of the Athenian Empire. In fact, the one volume
expanded into four: The Athenian Tribute Lists (1939-1953); they included an enlarged collec
tion of texts and testimonia (Volume II), a series of special studies of the texts and a history,
chiefly financial, of the Confederacy and Empire (Volume III), and comprehensive indices and
bibliography (Volume IV). As was anticipated, the third volume incited controversy; in the
first two volumes, however, the historian, whatever his interpretations may be, can find the
evidence presented in reliable form. This kind of study has always been characteristic of
Meritt. For, although the four volumes represent a true (and very congenial) collaboration,
the organising mind was Meritt's.

In the mid-1930's Meritt accepted responsibility for publication of the epigraphic materials
found in the excavations of the Athenian Agora conducted by the American School of Classical,
Studies at Athens. It has been a heavy, if welcome, burden. He has himself assumed the major
share of the writing, as is reflected by the title "Greek Inscriptions" that appears in so many
volumes of Hesperia. Nor has he reached the end. Along with his scholarly programme Meritt
served on the Publications Committee and spent innumerable hours editing manuscripts for
Hesperia. The School should be humbly appreciative of such loyal applicatinn to its affairs.

There have been other books. We mention one, because it deals with epigraphic method
rather than a specific problem: Epigraphica Attica (Martin Classical Lectures, 1940). This book
remains the best introduction for the ambitious epigraphist who seeks guidance in method, as
the titles of the chapters accurately promise: Readings, Reconstruction, Lettering, Restoration.
The term "architectural epigraphy" was coined by w. S. Ferguson; it was Meritt who made it
a cardinal principle of epigraphic research and it is in this book that he illustrates the indis
pensability of the principle.

At the Institute for Advanced Study Meritt created an epigraphic world: a collection of
squeezes that must be second to· none, photographs, the significant books, an unmatched sense
of hospitality. Here many a scholar spent a year or a term or a few days working in the com
pany of the Master; here TIu! Athenian Tribute Lists was written, debated, rewritten, despatched
to the printer. The Institute, with the enthusiastic support of Meritt's ·friend Abraham F1exner,
the first Director, became the world's epigraphic headquarters and a generous source of infor
mation for all who cared to communicate. It was essentially the work of one man; we may
never see the same again.

Over the years Meritt has gladly assisted many young men, on the threshold of scholarship,
and many who had passed the threshold. In controversy, and he has had his share, his policy
has been to state his case vigorously without infringing the rules of good taste. In the writing
of The Athenian Tribute Lists there arose many disagreements and many vigorous arguments;
but there were no quarrels. Differing views may be discovered in the first three volumes; there
are no "minority reports." The aim of the argument was to identify the truth, a method that
Meritt, a genuine Philhellene, has constantly practised and that is well set out in Epigraphica
Attica.

Many of us have enjoyed Meritt's company outside the study, in Princeton, in Athens, or
at his beloved cottage on Lake Ahmic at Magnetawan, Ontario. We recall evenings of Gilbert
and Sullivan; good talk ranging over the normal human experience; the night-cap accompanied

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 22: Meritt, Benjamin D.-Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1947-1984 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



by his reading from P. G. Wodehousc; cutting timber in the woods or hastening (in 1937) to
Belle Mead from Princeton to watch the new express steam through the station: the simple
tastes of an essentially simple man. We recall also his wife Betty, who made us feel comfortably
at home in a happy home; his second wife, Lucy, who has continued the tradition of happiness
and devotion.

In retirement--Qfficially-Meritl lives in Austin, where he gives a seminar at the University
of Texas and continues his writing: the inscriptions from the Agora, the calendar, the docu
ments of the Athenian Empire, all these occupy his active and inventive mind. And he writes
to his friends and helps to keep them intellectually aware.

But how can we, in words, express adequately what we and the world of scholarship owe to
him, what we feel about him? Perhaps an old-fashioned expression, which, like the Greek ClpETT),
defies brief verbal description, best suits him: Benjamin Meritt is a scholar. Benjamin Meritt
is a gentleman.

Of this volume itself there is little to add. We are grateful to those whose contributions made its
publication possible. We owe a special debt to J. J. Augustin and to the Semple Fund of the
University of Cincinnati; for many years Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Semple numbered themselves
among Meritt's most articulate admirers. In the preparation of the manuscript we have been
greatly assisted by Mrs. Gordon Young and Miss Jessie Field; to them we record our thanks.

January 1, 1974 DoNALD W. BRADEENt

MALcoLM F. MCGREGOR
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Dear Profeaaor ritt:

e tember 12, 1972

I tbou t you
ye r's ditio of the I
Calelldar.

ght 11 to have this
titute ElIgB t

Hope aU g • _U with you d Hr••

Sincerely,

s. Paul Bartell, Jr.

Prof ssor Benjamin ritt
712 West 16th Str t
uatin, Texas 787 1

Attacloent

rUt.
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ber 7, 1972

Profenor Do ld V. radeen
De r t of Chu1ca
Universlty of C1Dc1 t1
Ciue tl, Ohio 45221

Dear Profe sor Brad n:

1 _ aorry t Wove IlI1 a. you
nd I epologi e for my f8ilur t re

lattar of y 5 ich ae to have 10

1 at ,
d to your
estray.

nfor~unataly. I
reque.~ f r u rt of the =~~~~
Meritt. Thia is, f e
.ntarpri a, b l.a.
of policy, bo r, 88 t publie.~lon

the I titute to upport public ti n of
professors nd, 1n pec181 iDet nces, f Mmba
the Inst1tu~e. Vb1la 1n the put re a
ace a10n. wlWlD excaptlons we mede, 1n recent t1me.
this policy be followed fdthf 11y nd will
c ntinue to be.

Sluearely your.,

Carl Itsy.
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8 29/72
Dr. Kaysen:

Prof. Bradeen stopped in your office regarding
the attached letter which was sent to you
on May 5th. They never heard anything from
you ...

feb
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

VA';COUVER 8, CAN/.DA

DEPARTMENT OF Q.ASSICS

!'4..ay 5th, 1972.

The Director,
Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton,
Ne-." Jersey.

r t r~

Benjamin Dean Meritt served ~s a Professor at the
Institute for Advanced Study from 1934 until 1971. ~~riug that
time he built a School of Greek Epigraphy that has never been
matched. As a scholar he developed a ne-~ critical approach to
Ath~~ian documents on stone that has sprved as a model to his
cont~orarips and his foll~Jers. He has one more than any
one man to organise the hitherto chaotic mnss of fifth-century
documents into an ordered array of evidence that can be credibly
used by the historian. His reputation is recognised allover
the acholarly world, 8S is the nama of the Institute, which has
been the home of his work and o[ the superb collection of
epigraphic materiAls that he has assembled.

Meritt has now retired and we arc preparing a
Festschrift in his honour, to be presented to him on his seventy
fif h bir_uday in arch, 1974. A welJ-~ ~ publiahing house
has off 'red to undpr"lrite one third of tile coat; hia friends will
also &ub'lcribe. Ue shall, hO'Wever, need more. lie ere there
fore a"'dng tha Inatitute for Advanced Stu,"y for a mo cst contri
bution; the figure we have in mind is $3,000.00. Cheques are
being "ritt,en in favour of The Committee for the Meritt Festschrift
. J ~~ ~'o·L _tL~d ~y rul~.~~r be ~ ~n.

We hope very much that the Institute for Advanced Study
will be eager to participate in thia venture.

Very truly yours,

1J'1- .......~01;;;?-fi ••~--
/........ :;...--

Donald W. Bradeen,

unil~Jtcinc~nnT;~

MIllk~tl l!. !'.cGrecor, '?i----;
UniverSity of British COl~

"

.,
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~el1j!ll1lin ~cal1 a\l~ ~ul1l ~[lOl' ,ilteritt

SCI1~ best (uislles for tile

([(lrishl1<1s ~easol1 all~ tile ~cfu 1!!car

all~ <IlUlOlturC t1I<li tl/eir <I~~ress

after Jjmtuaru 1, 1.972, fuiI! be
"

712 ~esi ~ixt.cel1tll ~treet,

t\usiin, Wex<ls, 78701.

lJ~~

~~f3....~
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OCtober 16, 1970

nd 11:30 a •.

sor Thompson and Profe sor Gilliamr ndum of conver-ation

in the Dir~tor's Office ThuIsd y, October 15.

respectively.

Professors Thomp on and Gilli.. came to see me seriatum, in
dependently, of their own initiative. Both came to dbc...a the question
of the appointment of a successor to Professor Meritt

1. Tb son reported that, C ntrary to bb own understanding and to wbat
he believed was mine, Profeseor Meritt hal shown biIIlaelf most eager to
bav s successor appointed s s on aa lossible. Be ia, in fact, pra-sing
tbis point privately with Professor Tho son and bas since this summer.
Further, be really wishes to see Woodhead sppointed; in TboInpaon's opinion
will talerat no De elae; and had said to Thompson at aOlll8 point during
the sl1lllDer that if Woodhead were not appointed, he would aim!,ly lesVB
Princeton end move to Texas. Tho18pson made clear that he cannot support
the appointment of Woodhead lie hi... If is not prepared to say that
Woodhead meets the appropriate st nd rds and he thinks it would be most
unw1ae for tha History Faculty to reco nd his ppoinbllent. I resl0nded
in rather strong terms to say that in my judgment even a unanimous recOlll
mendati n of the Hiatory Faculty that Woodhead be appointed would be in
sufficient unleas it waa based n new evidence of achievement If ell
that "I s involved was reconaideration of their ~ast judgment, it would
be insufficient in view of the history of the proposed appointment and
the Faculty's reacti n thereto. Thompson responded to this by saying
that Woodhead's recant work, a bo k n the idea of power in Greek histori
cal literatur , growing out of aOllll! lectures Woodhead delivered at Oberlin,
was comretently and well done, but not a significant scholarly contribu
tion. It w uld not merit a revision of previous views of Woodhead s
accomplishments.

Tho pson then raised the D8JIl8 of .Lillian Jeffery, now a lI'ello
of Lady M..rgaret Hall, Oxford (born 1915). Mias Jeffery. he said, was
• dist1ngui~hed epigrapher well kno for a st ndard work on early Greek
inscript1 hieh cover the Ie f Greece. In his judgment it would
be whe to think of her coming for the academic year baginni 1972.
asswn:l.ng of course that the F eulty would reeolJlllBnd her ppointment
successfully. lie thought she would be able to deal ith the delicate
situati n of the continued use of ritts' asteria!. nd ~ritt's own
ct1vity while carrying on work of her own. In resp nae to this I said
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that I thought it would e inappr priate to cOll8ider IIllIrely the appoint
ment of a euccenor to ritt and start with the assUIIIJ'ti n that such an

ppointment w s desired. I pointed to the age distributi of the h1s
torians to the forthcoming retirements In this context I thought a
seri consideration of the vbole of th future prospecte of the School

u neceuary. Such consideraUOll ght lead to a jud t that it es
deairable to appoint a Greek epigr her r it ght 1>C)t I s e
conceivable that the School would leave tlla Ie field of Greek
lloaIan Cludeal llUt.>ry. e it previ·)usly left the field f ar Eut
Archaeolo81. altho I IIlYself Con idered this the I t likely utcome
of y arr t. In ny event I thought t t. bro dar vi v s in-
4lape able to an i tio f hether or t the appoi nt "f
Mbs Jeffery. r of ny other apigr her. should be considered. Profe88or
Thoarps n agreed that thla uld IMI esirable.md indicated that he would
put the q sti n of Mias Jefferyn t a with the ectation that
the br sur sU lUI would then be r hed.

2, Profesaor GU11311l c_ euentially to register his c nceru ·ith the
possibility that the Paculty would be asked to reconsider Woodhead'e
appointment He de it plain thet be could not support that appointment

d that he does not coneider Woodhead to meet the standard of an Insti
tute profeseorship, I repeated to hi. the su atance of fltT convarut1on
with r Tho eon. d he register d strong greement with it. In
developing the theme further with hi.. 1 pointed out t the, CIa ct,
Setton nd ite represented the ~nsent 'younger generation of the
History 'acuIty, that they b a epecial responsibility for looking
head a dec de or ""'re. Further. there vas a sense in which he, Clagett.
lid Setton rroducts f tha a trsdition of historical scb larship.

broadly s, king. and it vas Ul to thea to represent that tradition. I
indicated thet I was skeptical about the wisdom of ap inting n epigrarber
and certainly doubted that any Attic e~igrarher or Atheni archaeologist
would again make the contributi to Greek history that Meritt and Thompson
hav. made. Gllli&lll agreed that thU work waa now in the cleaning up nd
tidying u atage Be eXFressed _ interest in the possibility of so~ne's

being able to take responsibility for tbe great problems of Anatolian
epigraphy bo would be available but had concrete suggestions. I took
the ec don to observe that, juat • it seemed to .. there SIt no re son
f r assuming t t ritt'. retir nt warranted the appoint t of
epigrapher. there V3a none for ass ing thet Chemiss s re uired that of
a textual critic. 1l4ther. the Ie classical field should be surveyed,
and it waa not too so n to st rt.

I moved on to tbe q stion of Kennan'. succesa r, rec untlng the
substance of y c nversation with Kennan on this point th particular
amp a18 the pouibllity of ae1 cUn s one with an interest in Ru aian
and Slavic history rather tba a dipl tic historian. Gilliam had a
atro aHive res e to this ide d agreed it wsa 0 ieh he

uld, and ah uld, give furth r t. ght.

C.It.
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Bovember 2. 1970

Dear Ben:

Rere is wlult 1 hope is Howland's final
word in tid. tter.

Cordially.

Carl Eaysen

Professor Benjamin D. Meritt
Institute for Advanced Study

Attachment: Letter fro.. Mr. How1aud
of 10-29-70
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August 14, 1970

Mr. ltichard J. H tflll8n
Department of History
University of California
Berkeley, California 94720

Dear Mr. Hoffman:

I am sorry for the long delay in replying
to your letter of July 7. It has been difficult to locate
someone who could make available to you any notea or
findings of Professor Edson, but I can now tell you that
Professor (Emeritus) Benjamin Meritt of the Institute
believes he can be holpful to you in this matter. You
might write to him here, perhaps explaining in more
detail exactly what you hope to find so that he may have
some guidance as to where it would be filed. He will be
returning from his vacation about mid-September.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Paul Bortell, Jr.
Secretary to Dr. Kaysen

cc: Profe.sor Meritt
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY

BERKELEY • DAVIS • IRVINE: • LOS A."C£.L.ES • RIVERSIDE • SAN DlECO • SA-V FI\A.""CISCQ SAo'!" BARBARA· SA."TA CRUZ

DEPARTMENT OF HlSTORY

Director
Institute for Advcnced Studies
Princeton, !e~; Jersey

Dec:r Sir:

BERKELEYJ CALIFOfu'U 94720

July 7, 1970

~ an ~riting £0 article on a Greek ir.scri~ti~n

(IG I 71: Treaty beb!een Ath,'ns end Pe::-dik;:as). ",".oa t
.:'ort· years C'go Pro~'. Edson \Iorked on the inscription,
and s ~seqvent1y le:t his nates cnd findings the::-e.
At the 1969 =eetin;;s OI.' the ··ericen ?ili1olo;ic Association
I talked ·ooith hin, nd he stetec. ~h2t I :la oo use his data
if I ~ish. Could yaD ~lease tell ne how I go a~cut to
get his c~teri21s.

Than\~ yaD very f:lUch.

~ours truly,

Richard J. ?-o:fman
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April 14. 1970

Professor Benjamin Meritt
American School of Classical

Studies at Athens
54 Souiaias Street
Athens 140, Greece

Dear Professor Meritt:

y resolution of the Faculty. the enclosed
letter has been prepared for Sir WOodward on th~--_,

occasion of his 80th birthday. Since you ar
friend of hiB, it .... felt that you would pr
bably wish to sign the letter. also.

P.S. I _ writlog on b h If of Betty Horton.

O~~80 ,uSll3.[ Jll\3N 'NO.L3.:JNI1ld

AGO.lS GDNVAGV 11m limI.lS r 3H.l
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Copy filed in J. Twele's file

50~~·r 4, 1969

ar Be I

I t lk with Twale a ut his ~Ua
status. Be a_ c f1 ant thet be is s i
which, one y r sDOth r. will pe t hi.. to
planned year here. Without gOi thr gh t
d"taila with you, hia ropoaiti 0. 6_ to be ru onable.
III y event. bould he find hi1ll8elf at the terminal
ata e of: his proceeditl8a, which auld n 6O-day
noeie of the expir tion f his viaa. I belt 1 c 0.

t that t1llle intervene t et it ute I t the e d
of the academic year. So far his a peal hea n urely
On rersonAll IT' uDda, nd that uld JDOIkG It easier for

if the acc ,ity. uld ariae to as f r further
axt" ioo gr a f hia contri uti t t~ r at
th" Institute.

There
ther COllt

aDd per p a

ith t greeti a to Lucy

Cordially,

Carl byaen

Profeaaor Benj-.in D. ritt
r1ean Sehool f C1aad 1 Studl"

54 Souldiaa Stre t
Athens. 140, Gr •

hat the
rowe:
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A rl1 I, 1969

Dear Ben:

I cannot really authorize the payment of
an extra travel grant to Dr. Mitsos from the Old
Dominion Fund budget since the original grant re
quest made no provision for travel money. However,
I am asking Mr. Horgan to authorize a payment of
$300 out of the Contingency Fund as an extra
allowance to Mitsos in view of his extra expenses.

I am now waiting for your report on the
present state of the prosopograrhical enterprise
so that I csn make a final report to the Old Dominion
Foundation.

Cordially,

Carl Kaysen

Professor Benjamin D. Meritt
Institute for Advanced Study
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Prof. Meritt has an invitation to go to
Greece for the week April 2-9, expenses
paid, and he is tempted. Do you feel
he should not accept? It is a gathering
in connection with the Olympiad year and
involves a lot of young people as well
as others. He was going to talk with
Mrs. Meritt about it but he came to you
first~
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRI CETON, NEW JERSEY 085+0

Telephonc-609-9 z+-Hoo

THE D1RECfOR

September 20, 1968

Memorandum for the Record

Conversation with Professor Meritt in the Director's
Office on Friday, September 20, at 3:00 P.M.

I agreed to find out and inform Prof. Meritt
what the balance is in the Old Dominion Fund account
and what the commitments against it are. We discussed
the availability to Professor Meritt of an assistant
after this year when he becomes emeritus, and I agreed
that he was entitled to have an assistant as long as
he was continuing to work. He expressed a desire to
retain Twele and hoped that his salary could be charged
to the Assistant's Fund and not to any balance in the
Old Dominion Fund. This would be in connection with
rounding off the prosopography, to which he now wanted
to bring a definite terminus and add no new names not
published in either the Corpus or Hesperiae. I agreed
that Twele would be invited for 1969-70 if he wishes to
stay, pointing out that this would be his third and,
therefore, under the Faculty rule, his last year. I re
served the question of what account his salary should be
charged to, indicating that I had some concern about
setting a precedent of paying an assistant in the absence
of the man himself. (Note: the Meritts plan to be in
Greece in 1969-70.)

[Ie
Carl Kaysen
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Dear :

I
th.er day.

for you to
• g t

- rryI t
look i1l
,

re 6, 1969

ad.sed you t
e_ry r "

i d be
t to.

Cordially,

Corl J:aysea

Professor ja.d D.
Institute for ane

r tt
Study
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FILE;

RE:

CROSS Ri7llE1 '( E._--

MERITT, Benjamin D.

Request from the National Committee on the Emeriti, Inc. • list
of academic persons retiring 1968 - 1969

LErTZR DATED:

SEE:

November 15, 1968

Faculty - List of Appointment and retirement dates

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 22: Meritt, Benjamin D.-Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1947-1984 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



After
d cided DOt t

eriod of •
cle r.

October 22, 1968

further cider tio ,Ge:>r I:en n
ply for e .abbatical for tbe

bs e. Th t leave t date

Cordially,

Carl 1:.1YS

Professor Benj-.1D
IDstitute f r DC

ritt
S udy
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tober 17, 1

Der

1 _ int Georg,a KelllD'llIl t t ,
UDder the rulea. he uld be titled b) ke
a batical this _ ria te I 0n't know

ether he will elect to so. If e does,
I will let you lmov for the record.

C rdially,

Carl by_en

Professor BenJ D. rUt
School of Historical St lea
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
omCE OF THE DIRECTOR

PJuNcrrON, NEW JoSEY

February 27, 1968

Note for File:

Professor Meritt will be away from
March 11 to 15.

C.K.
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See file of Twele, Jochen

Oct her 17, 1967

Dear Ben:

ThillJ]lca for your t. Attach
herewith my formal te t Tve1e.

Cordially,

C r1 Kaysen

Professor Bcnj
Instil:ute for It.

Enclosure

in Meritt
anced Study
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRlNCETON. NEW JERSEY 08540

SOiOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY 08540

OFFICE OF THE DlREcrOR

April 7, 1967

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE FACULTY

Gentlemen:

The Spring meeting of the Board of Trustees will be

taking place April 21st and 22nd.

I invite all of you who are free to do so to join the

Trustees at lunch in the cafeteria at 1 PM on Friday, April 21st.

Would you please let Miss Smith (Ext. 203) know whether you

can come?
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Karch €, 19t7

Dear Profe sor Meritt:

The tandem typewriter about lOllic we
ha e tal ed is at the Cas Dyna.ic Lab at t e
Forrestal C us of the University. If you are
not fa.dllar wi h the area, I have a good map
to winch you may refer Mr. Ro e blad is t e
rer on who uses t e tYrewriter' her extension
i 452-525 As I menlioned 0 the phone, she
rends no one ti.e s b in bet-er than
another for you to visit her ust call ahead
to sure her being there

Sincerely,

Mrs. P.T.Bortell, Jr.

Professor Benjamin D. Meritt
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, Hew Jersey
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Jcnu,ry 25, 1°67

iaa Joyce M. Reynolds
'e'WDhna College

C mhridge, Engl~nd

De~r eynolda:

I ~a pIe d to be Bble to notify you th~t

Professor Ben amin D. ~ritt will be the repres nt 
ve of the Institut or vaneed Study at the Fifth

Congress at reek nd tin Epi r phy in C abrid e
from 18th to 23rd ep e r, 1967.

incerely your ,

Carl '1 en
Director

ec: Profes or rUt
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Fifth International Congress of Greek and Latin Epigraphy, Cambridge, 1967

Chairman, Professor A. H. M. Jones
Local Committee, Professor R.M. Cook

Professor A. E. Raubitschek
Mr. A.G. Woodhead

Dear S~

Secretary,
"'1'#

Miss J. M. Reynolds
Newnham College
Cambridge

The Fifth Congress of Greek and Latin Epigraphy will take place in

Cambridge from 18th to 23rd September, 1967 and I write to ask if you

wish to appoint a representative of l~ '""tiG..11 J.w II-...~ H~

to attend it.

Yours sincerely,

Secretary.

1- )...0 - " ?

'\.,~ A
~ \.....-.:

'" \' ;f eLS Go I
.-.... ~ > ---cfL L-

~ t~ ~. c..
";)
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I

Thursday, 4 P.M.

A Bob McDonald of IBM in Trenton called; he has a carbon
copy of a letter sent to Dr. Piore by Dr. Kaysen.

He would be happy to discuss the typewriter that Dr. Kaysen
described in the letter, but af/ter the first of the year.

~is number in Trenton is 392-3461.

Janet.

Mr. McDonald saw Dr. Kaysen 1-9-67 We will
soon be hearing about a Tandem typewriter and
shall then speak to Prof. Meritt about it.

REB
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)0 • ovember 1966

Dear Mannie:

I hav a 11ttle technical nroblem for you. Has IBM ever made
what might be called a translator I typewriter? Fe eritt, the
eminent epigrapher who is h re at the Institute, raised the q estion
with me. <hen he is working on eek texh, he uses two t writers,
one with a eek, one .nth an nglish type face, and has to transfer

he same piece of pa r fro one to the other sev ral s during
the course of writin.. a pa This is obviously laborious and waste-
ful. Wouldn I t it be possi le to maYe on of your new gadgets with
two ke boards and wo l1ttl balls, or two keyboards nd one little
ball with two alphabets on it1 I would be very curious to find out
how ch this would cost for English d eek.

I might add, as an economist and market forecaster, that if
you Illlde ings of this sort you could probably sell 50 a year, to
the Russians, the Chinese, e Arabs, and other of our friends.

As ever,

Dr. • R. Piore
Old Orchard Road
Armonk, ev York 10504
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Armonk. New York 10504

Office of Vice President

and Chlef SClentut

Dr. Carl Kaysen
Director
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Carl:

December 21, 1966

We may have something that will partially solve the transla
tion problem you describe. Mr. R. J. MacDonald, field sales
manager in our Trenton office, will be happy to talk to you
about it, and I have asked him to call your office to request an
appointment.

Best regards., ~~:;

~~~ ~;r~
Vice President and Chief Scientist

ERP:mk
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV A CED STUDY

PRINCETON t NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE DmECTOI.

MEMORANDUM TO FILE
30 November 1966

Conversation with Professor Meritt and Professor Thompson, lunch in the Director's
Office, November 29, 1966, 12:30 to 1:45.

We discussed further the questions related to the future of epigraphical work
at the Institute, with the prospect of Professor Meritt's rei,irement. We agreed
that the problem could be considered as having three parts. First, immediate
work on the prosopography in preparation for some kind of reproduction. Second,
the completion or rounding off of the work on the inscriptions from the Athenian
Agora; and third, the more general quest~on of a successor to Meritt.

On the third question, the names of Dover, St. Andrews, and Turner, London,
were further discussed. It is clear that while neither of these men is an
epigrapher--Dover being primarily an historian of Greek literatur~, and Turner a
papyrologist--it was none the less likely that, should either one become a
professor at the Institute, he would attract enough members interested in
epigraphy to continue work in that field. FUrther, Meritt thought either would
be capable of and interested in supervising such work. we left i tr..at for the
momen tentative and discreet exploration, involving no commitment, of the
possible interest of Dover and Turner in professorial appointme ts would be made
by Meritt and Thompson. In suggesting this, I emphasized the care with which
any decision on a professorial appointment had to be made.

One definite step on the completion of the prosopography was to keep Twele
for the coming term. On receiving a formal recommendation from l~eritt, I will re
appoint him on the same terms. This will be vie'led as a trial, to see whet.r.er
Twele would be worth keeping for a year or two further, to wrk on this task. I
urged Meritt to continue with the proposal to invite Mitsos for one year even if
he decides to keep Twele on beyond this year. After talking about my plans for
getting special funding for the completion and reproduction of the prosopography,
I indicated that neither keeping Twele as an assistant for several years, nor
inviting Mitsos as a member, need depend on that funding. Of course, if it were
available, we would charge their expenses against it.

On the second task, the completion of the work on he Agora inscriptions. I
raised the possibility of one or more t~rm appointments on a part time basis, but
with defini e commitments. Heritt will explore the possibilities here. He also
sugges ed inviting .rood·head as a "'ember for 1968-1969. Thompson and I agreed hat
the histo on Woodi1ead I s candidacy for a professorship need not be relevant to
his invitation as a member.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE DIaECTOR

EMOaA· U.1 TO FILE

18 .ovember 1966

Conversat~on ~1ith Professor ~eritt, in the Director's ° fice, 11/17/66, 2 - 3 p.m •

•eritt raised the question of tle continuation of his work. s he saw it,
there ~rere two narts to the roblem One was tee large quest~on of a successor,
which he afI'eed we should discuss at len h later. The "'econd \-laS the narrower
question of getting his Ow:1 materials in order, and Makin them available for
other scholars. J\S he saw it, this cO"la be done, with some help, as follows:
If rkellos ,itsos of Athens could come for a term appoint.'1I.ent, say three
years, !Jitsos could round out his card file. Nitsos is married, has two children,
and is a senior officer in the Greek archaeological service. Meritt thought that
he should be paid ~9,OOO orwlO,OCO a year. He would need housing, but not a
separate office, as he I-Iould >lOrk right ~rith ~.e:ritt. lIe could probably get him
for next year if we decided as late as .pril, 1967. Meri t has alreaay ~roached

the subject, and it is clear titsos is eager to come. The second inl1' >lOuld be
to reproduce leritt's card file in some way. 1his would require a knowledgeable
typist, who can not only read eek, but knows sorethin~ about the subject, to
copy the cards (which now include handl-lritten entries'?). After typinb they could
be photobI'aphically reproduced. A former student of ..eritt's, Donald Ii. Prakken,
and his wife are interested in doine this work. Prakken is now teachint classics
at the t>tate University of el-l York at lbany. His wife has experience in the
technical rarts of the photoreproduction process; Prakken ~'ou1d be willin<. to do
the caras. If they were available, presumably they could be sold to university
libraries. There are possibly several hundred custome:rs here and abroaa. Prakken
has alread: volunteered to do some ing along these lines; .eritt will send him a
sample to see what the work looks like, and get a cost estimate for doing the whole
of :eritt's file of some 35,000 to u5,ooo cards.

I expressed willin"ness in principle to do both halves of this rogram. I did
sugi,:est that there was a cost problem, and that I would explore with Leeney at tile
l-fumanities Endowment and Burckhardt at the A.C.L.S. the financing. ossitilities.

In a brief coda, we returned to the question of .eritt's successor. He agreed
that the time for 100dhead had passed. oocL'1ead' s o~m life and interests had
changed sufficiently that he was no Ion -er the best candidate. David Lewis at
Christchurch was an excellent epigra her, but he doubted whether he had roduced
enough substantial work to impress the Fa~'lty. He mentioned Lillian Jeffrey at
Lad" Largaret Hall at Oxford. Be mentioned with eat favor Kenneth Dover of St.
Andrews, who is a Greek historian, and especially a historian of ffee~ Iiterature,
rather than an epigrapher, but whom he considers ,rj tb OX 2 L fa SF. (Vover will be
here in l~arch.) Iv- <;4--~ .

Carr'en
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE DIJ.ECTOI.

ATTACHMENT TO MEMORANJUM TO FILE
on conversation with Professor
Meritt, November 17, 1966

23 November 1966

I discussed Meritt's project, among other things, with
F. Burckhardt at the A.C.L.S., on November 22, from 10 to 11 a.m.
Burckhardt suggested that either the humanities section of the
Ford Foundation, or the Bo11ingenjOld Dominion Foundation might
be a good source. The size of it was more money than A.C.L.S.
had to give out directly. The men in the two foundations who
deal wi th this matter are Edward F. D'Arms of Ford (under Mac
Lowrie) and Ernest Brooks, who is the executive secretary of
both the Bollingen and the Old Dominion.
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Make xerox to send to Meritt in Canada,
eire. letter to Betty Horton and return.

Iff .
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THE INSTIT TE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON~ NEW JERSEY

SCHOOL OF HISTORICA.L STUDIES

September 27, 1965.

Dr. J. Robert OppenmeLmer,
Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.

Dear Robert:

I made a mistake last spring in recommending

for Miss Wanda Holtzinger, my assistant, a salary of

only $5000. It would be more appropriate, I believe,

and more in keeping with the value of her work for me

to fix her salary at $6000 for the year, and I beg now

to make this recommendation to you.

Mr. Morgan C~l wldoubtedly make the necessary

adjustments back to July 1.

I hope very much that this can be done.

Sincerely yours,

~
Benjamin D. ~eritt
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The Graduate center
B"ryn Mawr College
B"ryn Mawr, Pennsylvania

18 May 1965

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

Thank you for your letter of May 7. I am most
pleased to accept the appointment which you have offered
me in the School of Historical Studies of the Institute
for Advanced Study as Assistant to Professor Meritt for
the academic year 1965-1966. The salary mentioned in
your letter is quite satisfactory.

I am looking forward eagerly to the privilege of
working under Professor Meritt and spending a year at
the Institute.

Sincerely your~/~~~

fr~;V'~r:T-'
Wanda S. Holtzinger
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540

May 7, 1965.
SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, Director,
Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.

Dear Robert:

Yesterday I had an interview with Miss Wanda

Holtzinger at Bryn Mawr, whom I should like to have

as my Assistant next year for work on the prosopo-

graphical catalogue.

She has been trained by Professor Mabel Lang,

and has her warm recommendation. She has had two years

of graduate study and has also spent one year at the

American School of Classical Studies at Athens. The

results of my hour-long interview were entirely satis-

factory.

May I beg you, therefore, to offer her the Assis-

tantship for the year 1965-1966 at a salary of $5000.00.

If appointed she is prepared to take up her work on

July 1.

With many thanks, I am

Sincere~s,

Benjamin D. Meritt

Miss Holtzinger may be addressed c/o Professor Mabel Lang,
The Library, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvffilia.
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9522 50th Place,Collee;e Park, ~land.

February 10,1964.

President of Institute of Higher Studies,

Princeton, New Jersey.

De= Sir;-

My cousin Dr .:Benjamin D.Merrit t bas "bee connected wi tb your Institue

for some little time. I have written letters %Your Institue. His wife died this

last fall. Fbr some little time letters written and aCdress as usual have not

een returned nor answered. I have wondered what bas happened to him. Is be

still connected with your InstitueT Has he "been sent to El%ploee some ancient

City or ruinT !Xl you know his address? Is he sick or chsJJ6"BS His w~rkt

I !<:bow that he is a very able msn.

Hopi~ to hear from you soon,

Sincerely.

Floyd Wiser.
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r.and lIS. Robert J.Oppenheimer

The Institute for rdvanced Study

rincet.on, ,. J.
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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTIWTE OF AMERICA

~CETON SocrETY
.....

PROFE OR BENJAMIN DEAN MERITT
The Instilllie for Advanced Siudy

Princelon, N. ].

will speak on

THE TOT·SO-MUTE STONES SPEAK

AT THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED TUDY

ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15TH

at 8:30 p.m.

Afrs. IF/il/iam Clark and MiJ.l Irene Tomara will be hos/eneI.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
MADISON 6, WISCONSIN

Departm~nt of Huto,.,

January 5, 1962

Professor Robert Oppenheimer
Office of the Director
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Professor Oppenheimer:

,87 &scom HaJl

o

I thank you for your letter of December 11th, which was sent to
me in care of Professor Charles Edson. With great pleasure and
thanks I accept the appointment in the School of Historical
Studies of the Institute for Advanced Study for the academic year
1962-63, to serve as Professor Merrit's research assistant.

I look forward very much to my association with the Institute.

Sincerely yours,

9~(Y.~~
John C. Rouman

mh
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June 11, 1962

Professor Benjamin D. Meritt
The Institute for Advanced Study

Dear Professor tloritt:

Dr. Oppenheil:ler has as d ne to write you
about your pen ion nang n s. At the meetin of
the Board of Trustees held in Princeton on April 6
and 7, the Board voted to incr aae faculty salari s
to $25,000 and increaae the minicum guzr3nta~d pension
through TIAA F to 15,000.

The standard 5~ contri 't1. by the professor
matched by a 5~ contribution by the Institute for the
balance of your tenur~ as &n active professor will
produce this ini guarsntef ~~ ~15.000.

You should know al 0 that th Major Medical
contract with TIAA haa been modified to reduce the
deductible after Blue Cross from $200 to $100.

Cordially youra,

Minot C. Morgan, Jr.
General Mana&er

MOl:lw
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The Decree of Themistokles (480 B.C.)

Inscribed on Pentelic marble init. saec. III a.

and set up in Troizen

Found by Michael Jameson in 1959

Editio princeps: Hesperia, XXIX, 1960, pp. 198-223

The attached sheets give a revised text as of

May 17, 1962, the result of further study of the stone,

of squeezes, and of a set of eight excellent photographs

made by Alison Frantz. Bibliographical references have

been noted, and will continue to be noted, in S.E.G.

Line 9 contains a tentative restoration by Meritt based

upon an intimation suggested by Marinatos. The restora-

tion in line 28 was suggested by Woodhead, that in line

32 by Jameson, whose careful study of the entire document

is fundamental to this presentation.

B. D. Meritt
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18~ 1961

Dear Mr. Sandall:

It t1U'!Ul out that llneral people here at
Institute have been c01Ttl8POnding witb you. or
wit lfiss reard, about the amotated copy of
InacriptiOlDltIl Grae of blcb;you 'lfllIlt a IIicro.tilll.
Professor Meritt is .10 present _y fro nceton,
bl.lt the tter is now in the banda of Mrs. W off,
his lIecretary, and you will be hearing from her
llhorll;y_

Sincerel,y yours,

( rs. Uder Bobeon)
Secretary to the Director

"lr. F. A. Sandall, Librarian
Univerei t,y of Auckland
Auckland
New Zealand

cc: Mrs. Wikoff
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cc Mr. Morgan

20 A 11 1957

J\pr...l 18th,
8, at

....ood

- ..:;tit t.u, t.l.llg

aI d taat of 70ur colle
. 1, 1959.

to tell you th! am g1

.laW f".... c: yo .• SoLl-ocr

22,500 a J-e.:,

r; sincerely,

ILooert Opperlhe1mer

__ • ,e

':''''0 .. a:: d Study
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cc Mr. Morgan

4 Nov b r 1958

Dear Ben:

Thank you for your letter of 0 ber)I'd about your
plans to go to Berkeley for the Sather Lectures. The minutes
of the eeting of the Board of Trustees of April 8, 1958
contain an item approving your leave:

"The Director reported that ofessor eJ;"1tt bad
requested a leave of absence !ran February through
early June of 1959 to accept the Sather ProfessoI'-
ship at the Universiw of California. The salary
arrnng ent would (provide for) •••paying him one
third salary for the second half of the fiscal
year. The leave of absence was unanimously
approved."

Very sincerely,

Robert Oppenhei er

Professor B. eritt
The Institute for Advanced S~

•Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 22: Meritt, Benjamin D.-Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1947-1984 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVA CED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES

f;:> • to • ~O(M;J :

~ "lC40. Ic-..~~ ~ I.. CIt.4." (, • ..... ••~~» 4

,..-tCzo4' ~ g .../L. ~cf..c.v...a OJ -llc llu.(~:-t, '7

~r lA l-. CAAA..P ~ f. ...., ~ .f-va-. h--.
F~u..a--, ok, ~;...... .-\.D. r'JJ.u....~ DLJ ~~.

J Ct.t." 1.0 o..'~ .Q'ah~ ~ 'ti.. ~~'~

M If DIIJJ ~ f./l;'" /) fe....., ~ ()uA 12CJ.h4. rUt~A>

I..~. ~...,., ~ ~ ~~Aci~.J~

J- 4R../fl.A..t G..t. ~ ~. tfJ· .. u ~ 1-4 '0 ILl

~~&A~ ;;ZO.

~ e' AA 0., '11R~,

~jQl""'~ ~.~

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 22: Meritt, Benjamin D.-Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1947-1984 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

OFncr OF TB.E DIRECTOR

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

4 June 1957

I acknowledge your letter of June 3rd about retirement
age and provisions for pension. Inasmuch as my contracts with
T.I.A.A. and C.R.E.F. are already in conformity with the
provisions of paragraph 2 of your letter, it would seem to me
that my present contracts are adequate, and that I do not need
a new one.

There was reference to a new contract in the last para
graph of your letter, but I feel that no new contract is needed
in my case.

SincerelY yours,

B. D. !'Ieritt

Dictated but not seen by
Professor Meritt
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Irlsti
cent or til

to.rd 1'Our reti1rG:men'

or cc:lbe:I:'D of .
,.u,gw.u:1b th 10th b1rtb

acu1f;y

•

8 IJIlXt a ~ contract T.!
mio ur rat.i b8D8fi ffill be

a: st.ione about. that con to or let
uci:led upcn in it. P do cot heaita to let

V s.incereJ,y•

•

Robert. OppEmhe:Lmer

Professor • eritt
Inst.itute for AcivlJnOlIl1 St:ld¥
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
FOTl"ded by Mr. LoTlis Ba1l,bergtr a"d Mrs. Felix FTlfd

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

ch 2'7, 1956

Dean Lincoln Oonstanoe
College or Letters and cienoe
Univ rsity or C lifornia
Berkeley 4, Cali£oruia

y dear Dean Constance:

Yesterday r. Oppenheimer returned to Princeton,
and I was able to discuss with him the prospect of Ie ve
of absence from the Institute during 1958/ •

Sat1sfactory arrange nta can be de here, 80
that I shall bo abl to re cll Berkeley duri the first
week of February and remain in residence for as long 1nto
June as y b ceBsary. I beg therefore to suppl~ment

now my lettor of arch 1 , and to say without r servation
that I hdppy indeed to oc pt appoint ent to the Sather
Professorship for th spring te of 19G3/9.

Aga1n with deep appreciation, 1m with ost cordial
a surances, I am

Sincerely yours,

B. D. 'lritt

BID
CC: '. Robert Oppenheimer

Professor J08eph Fonteuro8e
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Dear Meritt,

BALLIOL COLLEGE
OXford

30th January, 1953

)

I understand that the new edition of Prosopographia Attica has
reached a critical stage, and that there is some fear that it may
not be possible to complete the work. This is one of the worst pieces
of news that a Greek historian could have. Kirchner's edition is still
indispensable to all serious students of Athens, but, like MUller's
fragD2nts, it seriously needs complete revision. Happily Jacoby is near
the end of his replacement of }li.iller, and we have a sure guide to the
scattered remains of the minor historians. A new edition of Kirchner'S
work is no less vital.

In l1\Y own work I feel this need most urgently. The excavations
in the Athenian Agora and elsewhere have added considerably to our
epigraphic evidence. New inscriptions have added a host of netI names,
some of them very ilIlportant figures; new identifications have become
possible, others have been eliminated. The considerable advances made
in the study of the dedications from the Acropolis and of names on Greek
vases have also added potentially to our understanding of Athenian
society. I believe that we are now in a position to make a substantial
advance in the study of Athenian social development, a field tIhich has
been barely sCllatched. But the evidence is very scattered; ilIlportant
clues revealed in detailed reports are easily lost to sight. Only when
all the evidence is systematically collected can this ilIlportant study
make real headway. How much time would we all be saved if we could
find on a few pages all the new evidence for the sto~ history and in
tricate genealogy of the Alcmeonids?- How much Dore we should know about
early fifth century Athens if we could be sure of not missing any of the
evidence from ostraka, vases and inscriptions about the leading figures
of the day.

It is not of course nrarely on account of new evidence that a re
vision of Kirchner's work is needed. A large proportion of his references
are to editions of inscriptions that have now been superseded; many of
the articles cited need to be replaced by others; sonra of his !J3potheses,
excellent in their day, are no longer tenable. Kirchner also, in setting
the Augustan age as his limit, ended too soon. It will be a very solid
gain if the new prosopography can be carried to the end of classical
antiquity.

It is quite clear that this work should be done in Princeton. So
much of the new material we owe already to you; and in no European centre
are the tools for the job assembled or easily accessible. I hope very
much that means will be found to see this ilIlportant ~lOrk of scholarship
to its end.

/s/ Russell Meiggs
Lecturer in Greek EPigraphy, University of Oxford

Fellow of Bailiol College
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October , 1952

Dear Bena

I give. 0 plo 1!I formally to grant. your
for leave to end tli yell' 195h-55 in Ath II. Your r on
d siring thl.. a co::Ipelling to 1118 J d the Trust II have a
that t!li" is a tor wholly within M'j d1 oretion.

bert 0

Professor B. D. erttt
lnatitut tor Advanoed Study
Princeton, • J.

quest
tor
ad

nheimer
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THE I STITUTE FOR ADVA CED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW ,JERSEY

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES

October 15, 1952

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer,
Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.

Dear Robert:

My work with Athenian inscriptions has

now reached the point where I need again the

opportunity for a year's comparative study of

the original documents (whether long known or

newly discovered) in thens.

During 1953 I shall have finished the

fourth and last volume of The thenian Tribute

Lists. Hence the logical time for the visit is

the academic year 1954-1955, which I beg to have

for this purpose in absentia.

Sincerely yours,

~
Benjamin D. Meritt
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

SCHOOL OF ll1STORICAL STOOrES

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer,
Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.

Dear Robert:

October 10, 1952

Last May I spoke with you of my wish to spend
a year in Athens. You will remember that we considered
the possibility of summer work there instead, and we
left it that I should talk the whole matter over with
Harold.

I have now had several talks with Harold, and
have given the matter much thought myself. He is in
agreement with me about what I ought to do, and conse
quently I now put before you again my request for the
year 1954-1955 in absentia. The summer in Athens is
not feasible, not only because it is a difficult time,
but also because most of the scholars I shall want to
see will be absent and many of the documents inaccessible.

With the finishing of the fourth and last volume
of the Tribute Lists the continuation of my study of
Attic inscriptions properly demands the chance to work
again at first hand with them. For practical reasons
I D:'lst make the plans now. I expect to stay at the mer
ican School, where the nominal title of Visiting Profes
sor would assure an option 011 a suitable housing unit
(one of the few in Greece), but the work I do will, of
course, be my own -- and the Institute's -- and I shall
have no salary from the School. It will be necessary,
therefore, that I have my salary as usual here.

May I beg you to consider this request favorably?
The Managing Committee of the Sc.ool ulll probably make
its designation this winter of the Visiting Professor for
1954-1955.

Sincer~s,

Benjamin D. Meritt
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

February 4, 1949

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Ro bert I

It was good the other day to talk with you about my work,
and I hope very much that the general character of it may be kept
in mind when the overall budget is prepared for next year. The
question which Ce!lses me most concern is ..mether I may have a
"secretary" in addition to my assistant, Miss Hereward. I believe
that Mrs. Leary is concerned about this too, f'or she has told me
that there may not be money ava11able.

Miss Hereward, of course, is the archivist. The reception,
treatment, acc:essioning, and matching of the new material with the
old is a full-time occupation f'or her.

My "secretary" would have the task of indexing and prepar
ing f'or publication. Mrs. Dauncey did this competently ..men she
was here.

But I believe it is not correct to term this person a secr&
tary_ We have been in the habit of' saying "Mr. Meritt's secretary"
becauee I did ask Mrs. Dauncey to look af.'ter my small correspondence
and keep the files in order. This is partly because past admini&
trations and I have never f'aced squarely the need for two technical
assi st ant s bef'ore my own work begins. It WaS easy to saY "one
assistant (a number of' other f'aculty had one assistant) and one
secretarY (many of the faoul ty had a secretary)"; and that is the
waY I have normally worked, f'rom the time ..men Mr. Pritchett WalJ
my assistant and Miss CUtter my secretary down to now, excepting
those years during the war and later ..men I have sometimes had no
assi stant and frequently an incompetent secretary_

I should much pref'er to call my assistants "A" and "B", and
in the scheme of things for next year I would gladly go without any
secretarial help at all.

The work of' A (Miss Hereward) coul d, of course, be done by
me personally, but it is pure routine, and I should pref'er to be
free f'rom it.

The work of' B also could be done by me. In f'act, it is being
done, if at all, by me this year; but I have in consequence not got
on with much of' the professorial work that I like to do (wi thin my
limitations) and which I can do, and which A and B cannot do.

I shall be glad to go into thi s further with you at B.l1¥ time,
if you wish. My present suggestion f'or next year is that Miss Here
ward be continued in her present capacity and that another assistant
be appointed on my nomination.

I

Ever sincerr'

Benjamin D. Meritt
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January 19, 19>1

?ref G~or ritta

It g1 'l t by unaru.aolllB

•L' :lte ! r Adv .clld 5 twtr,

oh001 0 !lilltor~cal

b!len I J ryar

1, HSl,.

of

Robert

Pro!e Bor Benjlll:lin. tt
In ....<lta for A VWlced Stud,;,r
Pri~~an, .•J.

Copy: Lliss Trinterud
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M.gne aw • via lUrk's Falls
Ontario, Canada
September 2, 1950

Mrs. John • Leary
"'he Insti tu e for !:iv snced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Mrs. eary:

Your letter sbout the rOOlls has just reached me and I have
given the lIat ter careful thought.

I see no chance of chan;ng lIy own quarters or those 0: IIdss
Shoe or 11.1'. StRllires. I want Mrs. Dauncey in the rOOIl just outside
lIy door, for she sn I will have frequent. cOlll.llUnication and will be
back and ~orth in it a lot. If Mrs. France were to move in with Mrs.

auncey it would separate her froll he ele~hone snd froll her !':lles
and would transfer to my labora ory a grea deal of adllinistrstive
work which should not. be there. So I ~hink ~hat Mrs. !"rance will have
to stay out in he outer o!'fice. 'There is a chsnce tha one of the
unassigned lIembers for whOIl as yet you have no space could go in the
big rOOIl 1'lhere Mr. StsJllires used to be and I make thi s suggestion in "ase
you are absolu ely stuck and have no other place to put him. It is not
an ideal spot but I think might be as goo~ as s table in +.he Library.

As y'u know, thi s large room is +he sceneof fre ent conferences.
I shall be IIee+ing with a group of students from the University during
the autuan once or twice a week and I do a good bit 0: stirring around
wi th my squeeze collection anyway; so whoever takes the far corner
would have 0 be prellared for a certain amount of inconveni ence•

.'e have had a;;oo SWIllller here and I look forward to being
back in Princeton soon, prObably by the end of next week.

Wi best greetings, I l1li

Ever sincerely yours,

~--
B. D. Meritt
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Au..,"'Ullt 20, 1950

Dear Professor Ker1tt:

At th.1s late date I am very sorry to WOIl) you with coo of our
anrnJaJ probl - office ceo I enclosing a map of TOur wing with the
allocations s elton tells re decided upon, and aloo 000 of Professor
ThOOlpSonl s space. The trouble t,s that there are two members in the <'chaol f
lIistorical Studies without office space. e had hoped that these "auld be liBJIrnIJ

care of by late changes in tho hip as a 1Ih0le, but th.1s has not hap" ned.
or the first term fNery office is taken; and IllIlIV" of tho the::llltlcians are

u,s"ng library B' ceo The me bors in Professor leIs group arc all dOl1bliDg
up, two in an office.

auld it bo pos i 1e to put s elton and ss Ridor together;
and • Dauncey and France t . thor? s elto and s dar are quite
willing to do this, and they do not think JfuJo Goldman would have objection.
I mosad Prefesoor Th "on en he was in Princeton recently; b.1t his research
aso1stant, s Ha.rr1s , is to us the outer ofrico 1Ih1cb 'WOU1d be an lIWkward

for a inco in t it.

I belifNe '1IC could cake these~s tho ok after bar
Day' since oost of the IJeI:lbers will not hers until a1'ter that t • BIIf1 I
would ap~iate vary tIUCh having your advice since I am not sure emctly IOIl
TOu be back.

o all hope that you have bad a good vacation. Dr. Op, e
returns this - I aI:l afraid you will all be rsturning to hot -..mather lIbich

incoton haD escaped all •

S1nceroly,

( • John D. Iear7)

Professor Ilenjaml.n D. IIoritt
gnetawan, Via k l s Falls

Ontario, Canada

loeure
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Ilarch 16. 19$0

Professor Jleritt:

ODBT !'rem ,.our assistant's fUnd for'
the current year (194 195 1r.lS divided:

••••••• 1)00.
as Hereward

rs. RE!1Dolds
....... 2400.

I very sorry I disturbed ,.au on such an important.
afternoon\
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVA 'CED STUDY
Founded by AJr. Louis Bamberg" and "AIrs. F~":c Fuld

PRINCETO .. ", :SEW JERS.EY

Copy for Mrs. Russell
". re 30, 19!j.g

• rofe • • 0 p on
of Cl le 1 Studies
t

It re
ole

11.

o e tl nd
11 le ve 110

ourh, of
to her f c. th

xtlr"'. In
.. to :ri t P. to . 1m

. "1 r'" on 'he
11'11n to t 11

... i e

debat
een wile
our act

quite
to b

a rov

e h
/'l1n

1

I nolo e copy of the minutes of the eting of
our H ni tic culty. You v11l ~~ f M th
all t t happen d. I v ek Doro h if h

ould be villin to write a fr1 n' e or to
Lucy t 111n her ha. h r pp01IZUILeIUO-*8' ur d.

e D1rector vill, Df cour , 01 1
1 tt r late. t the oment 0 ev re 1n
th~ ount 1n of Pennsylva n""'"Lng a confer nc
ith by 101 t but the 1 uld b In the
all n Jl"t we k.

Cnce in, b t etin 8 d all ood r1 hes.

81ncer ly yours

• D. I rlt

BD :
nclo
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10/30/47

Dr. Oppenheiaerl

Profe eor Maritt, in allocat1nc

the Hamanietio etlpenda for 1948-1949.

would lib to mo" whether TOU would oon-

lider the change in Itatue of Dr. Swarlenek1

1\IU;..ted in PanofelQ"1 letter (aUachM).

He do.. not think that Svareenek1' I

eUpend ehould rlghUT oome from their

$20,000 proprlaUon; or, 11 it d088. \hat
/

thaT ehould get the extra $4,000 for hie

, /I eUpend. He hae • tin-rear .ppolntaent

etart1Jlg lulT 1, 1947 al ••ember - 11 noY

l1eted .e a Permanent Xember.

I
I haTe attached the part of S~.en8k1 e

file \hat relatee '0 hie sal T.
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MERITT, BENJAMIN D.

Education
A.B.,~ Co.lh~J I ~O;

A.M., Hamilton College, 1923; A.M., Princeton

University, 1923, Ph.D., 1924. student, American School of

Classical Studies at Athens, 1920-22.

Honors LL.D., Hamilton College, 1937; D. Litt., Oxford

University, 1936; Litt.D., Princeton University, 1947; M.A.,

Oxford University, 1945; LL.D., University of Glasgow, 1948.

Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences;

corr. member, British Academy; member, Soc. for Promotion Hellenic

Studies; Mich. Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters; Greek Archae

ology Society; American Philosophical Society; American Philological

Assn. (Pres., 1953); Sigma Phi, Phi Beta Kappa.

Career Instr., Greek, Univ. of Vermont, 1923-24; Brown

Univ., 1924-25; Ass't. Prof., Greek, Princeton Univ., 1925-26;

Ass't. Dir., American School of Classical Studies at Athens, 1926-28;

Asso. prof., Greek and Latin, Univ. of Michigan, 1928-29, professor,

1929-33. Visiting professor, American School of Classical Studies,

1932-33; Dir., Athens College, 1932-33; Francis White professor of

Greek, Johns Hopkins Univ., 1933-35; Permanent Professor, Institute

for Advanced Study since 1935. (1&,;/,.eJ 1"'/'''/

Lecturer at Oxford, 1935; annual prof., American

School of Classical Studies at Athens, 1936, 1954-55. Geo. Eastman

professor at Oxford, 1945-46.
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BENJAMIN DEAN MERITT

Born in Durham, North Carolina, arch 31, 1899.

A.B. Hamilton College, 1920; A. Hamilton College and Princeton

University, 1923; Ph.D. Princeton University, 1924.

Honorary degrees from American and European universities.

Student at American School of 81assical Studies at Athens 1920-1922,

Assistant Director 1926-1928, and Annual Professor seve~l times.

ember of the faculty of University of Vermont, Brown University,

Princeton University, University of ichigan and the Johns Hopkins

University. ~astman Professor at Oxford 1945-1946, Sather Professor

at the University of California at Berkeley, 1957. From 1935-1969

Professor at the Institute for Advanced Study. In retirement,s1nce

1972 Visiting Scholar at the University of Texas, Austin, continuing

research and giving occasional seminars to graduate students in Greek

history and epigraphy and meeting regularly with advanced students

in Athenian epigraphy.

Special field: Attic Epigraphy and the History of Athens. At present

concentrating particularly on chronology and, with former student and

now colleague John S. Traill of the University of Toronto, Athenian

prosopography.

Member of the American Philosophical Society and several European

learned societies. Decorated by the Greek governmeat with two orders.
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BENJA DEA.N '"RITT

HONORARY DEGREES

D. Litt. Oxford University,1936

LL.D. Hamilton College,1937

Litt. D. Princeton University, 1947

LL.D. Glasgow University, 1948

L.H.D. University of ?ennsylvania, 1967

Litt. D. University of Athens, 1970

L.H.D. Brown University, 1974

DECORATIONS

Commander, Order of the Phoinix, Greece

Commander, Order of George I, Greece
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BENJA"IT DEAN • RITT

Fub~ications in 1980 and 1981 (as of November 1, 1980)

"The Choiseul ' arble Again," 'Af1-:Ef 978, 95-108 (published in 1980)

"The Intercalary Year 406/5 in 4thens," Yearbook of the Society for

Cycladic Studies, in press

s"Kleon I s Assessment of Tribute to 4thens;' Fes tchrift for :lalcolm
h

Francis ,cGregor, in press

" id-3rd Century 4the~ian Archons," Hesperia, 50, 1981, in press.
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