
HUMANITIES

ROCKEFELLEijFoUNDATION

FOSDICK, RAYMOND

Academic Activities

Foundat ions

Biographical

Bacon (Advancement or Learni~) says: "The three parts
or mants understanding, Which is €lie seat or learning: history
to his memory, poesy to his imagination. and philosophy to
his reason." Fosdick says philosophy has been neglected in
modern times.

Fosdick, Story or the Rockereller Foundation, p. 263 rr.
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When Rocke eller Foundation in reorganizing took OT r
hum ni tic tudies from General ' ucation Board an the
Int rnation 1 Education Board, it create a division of
Humanities of which Edwar Capp was director--classicist. Pro ram
continued alon lin s k'had followed 1924-8--arohaeolo ical
hen Capps retire , delay in filli po ition as part r sult of

which Anson Phelps stoke re i~ned. 1, David Stevens wa
appointed 1932. Criticized (3/31/37) early progr as "buttres ing
scholasticism and antiquarianism in our universiti s."

New Program--"The paat twenty y ar have se n a continuou
rise in the material valuations of life which should make
possible an inde d demand a oorrespondi ri e in it spiritual
and cultUI'al values. The humani ties should contribute to a
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spiritual renaissance by stimulati oreative expr ssion in
art, literature, and musio; by setti and aintain! gh
standards or oritioal appreoiation; an by ri i the
intelleotual and spiritual satisf otions of life within the
reaoh of greater number. Beyond suoh benefits to the individual,
the humanities should exert national an international influenoe
for a reduotion of raoial prejudioe. Igniranoe of the oultural
backgroun of another people is at the root of Dally misun er­
standings that are as harmful intel'nationally as pol1ticaJ,4md
eoonomio irrerenoes. That ignoranoe can be steadily les en d
by an interch e of cultural values, by disoovery of oommon
ori ins for div r iried national i as an ideal an ~1 the
interpretation of one oultural oup to another." (P. 240)
Shirt eljphl18is from "pres rvation" to "interpret..tlon"--broke wlth
what was oalled "th snobblshness of the olassloal tradltion."
(Jerome D. Greene, p. 241)

Concept of democratic cultural studle vs. arlstooratl0.
phasis on the r levanoy or humani tl0 study to cont porary

life Rooketeller Foun ation 15 years. (1936-51)

storz of !a! Rookefeller Foun at lon, Fosdiok, pp. 2)8 2
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HUMANISM

CANBY, H S 'IDEL

Aoademio Aotivities

Biog aphioal

Quote from Editorioal Review of Literature,
-The Amerioan °Oholar and t e War, January-r6, 19~3, p. 1
Of the humanist---Unoonsoiously he bas left the diffioult and
doubtful ran es ot interpretation, of appreoiation, of valuation,
all involv1ng the never-to-be-entirely-oaloulable human sp1rit,
and bas thrown the emphasis ore and more on taot-finding, on
the material baokv.roun of human exper1enoe, upon the searoh
for the last detail of a ourate knowl d e ••• He has beoome more
acourate and mOle knowled eable than h1s predeoe ors, and
this good, but somehow, somewhere, the preoious and nourishing
liqu1d ot literature has been spilled fro the ever more
carefully moulded blet."

Quoted by Fostiok, storr ~ !a! Rookefeller Foundation, p. 261
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