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/HUMANITIES Academic Activities
ROCKEFELEER&OUNDATION Foundations
FOSDICK, RAYMOND Biographical

Bacon (Advancement of Learning) says: "The three parts
of man's understanding, which is El e seat of learning: history
to his memory, poesy to his imagination, and philesophy to

his reason." Fosdick says philosophy has been neglected in
modern times.

Fosdick, Story of the Rockefeller Foundation, p. 263 ff.
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1928

/%UHANIFTIC STUDIES Academic Activities
ROCKFFELLER FOUNDATION Foundations
FOSDICK Biographical
CAPPS

When Rockefeller Foundation in reorganizing took over
humanistic studies from General Education Board and the
International Education Board, it created a division of
Humanities of which Edward Capps was director--classicist., Program

) continued along lines Feadigk had followed 192i-8--archaeological

When Capps retired, delay in filling position as part result of
which Anson Phelps Stokes resigned, Iixix David Stevens was
appointed 1932, Criticized (3/31/37) early program as "buttressing
scholasticiem and antiquarianism in our universities."

New Program--"The past twenty years have seen a continuous
rise in the material valuations of life which should make
possible and indeed demand a corresponding rise in its spiritual
and cultural values., The humanities should contribute to a
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spiritual renaissance by stimulating creative expression in

art, literature, and music; by setting and maintaining high
standards of eritical appreciation; and by bringing the
intellectual and spiritual satisfactions of life within the

reach of greater numbers., Beyond such benefits to the individual,
the humanities should exert national and internatiomal influence
for a reduction of racial prejudice. Ignérance of the cultural
bn::ground of another people is at the root of many misunder-
standings that are as harmful internationally as politicalénd
economic differences. That ignorance can be steadily lessened

by an interchange of cultural valueg, by discovery of common
origins for divergified national ideas and ideals and by the
interpretation of one cultural group to another.," (P, 240)

8hift egphasis from "preservation" to "interpretation"--broke with
what was called "the snobbishness of the classical tradition.”
(Jerome D, Greene, p. 241)

Concept of democratic cultural studies vs. aristoeratic,

imphasis on the relevancy of humanistic study to contemporary
life Rockefeller Foundation 15 years. (1936«51)

Story of the Rockefeller Foundation, Fosdick, pp. 238-42




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 1: Humanism
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

193040

ROOCK:FELLER POUNDATION FMoundations
/ HUMANITIES Acedemiec Activities
FOODICK Biographical

For the true humanist there are no visible frontiers between
past, present and future: ¢to free man from bondage of time is
one of humenist'e precccupations, Foundation emphasized
first early thirties "participation" and "selfeexpresaion”:
ereative work in the arts; depression stimulated new movement-e
"art for the massea" in relief Jects, Leassons from western
European countries with fe tivals, cte. used by Hockefeller
Foundation in regions of U, 8., Megkamakx Moxico example,
Stevens alded drama courses in universitiss--regional historical
gtudiep~-not antiquarienism, but cultural, soccial, economic
basckgrounds--later American rtudies.

The Story of the lockefeller Foundation, Raymond Fosdick, pps 252 ff.
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1933

ROCKEFELLER Poundations
v HUMANISM Acacemis Activities

FProm "The itory of the Rockefeller Foundation" by
Raymond Fosdick:

"When the Rockefeller VFoundation, in the reorganization
of 1928, took over the humanistic s'udies from the Ceneral
Pdueation Board and the International Education Board, 1t
ereated & division of the Humanities of which FProfessor Edward
Capps wag the first director., By treining and tradition he
wes a classicist, and in the brief period in which he held the
poet, the program continued l.ugol., along the lines lald down
by the other boards, centering to a grest extent in
archeeological interest, although brencing out into some
eignifieant work in bibliographys At his retirement, no
director vap immediately appointed, and the resigmation of
one of the trustees, Mr., Stokes, who had frequently insisted
before the board that 'science is not denerous if the humanities
are also cultivated,' was prompted, in part at least, by his
disapproval of the dday. n 1932, £tevens, who had Deen
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Professor of English at the University of Chicago and vice-
president of the Neneral Education Board, was elected to the
vacant position, and & new emphasis in the program began to
assort itsell, 7The agenda for a trusteea' meeting in the spring
of 1933 put the matter this way:

"' The Enat twenty years have seen & eontinuous rise in
the material valuations of 1life which should make possible and
indeed demand a corresponding rise in its spiritual and cultural
values, The humanities should contribute to a spiritual
renaissance by stimulating creative expression in art,

literature, and musie; by setting and maintaining high

standards of oritical appreciation; and by bringing the
intellectual and spiritual satisfactions of life within the

mach of greater numbers. BDeyond such benefits to the

individual, the humanities should exert national and international
influence for a reduction of racial prejudice, Ignorance of

the cultural background of another people is at the root of

-aui misunderstandinge that are as harmful internationally as
political and economic differences. That ignorance can be
steadily lessened by an interchange of sultural values, by
discovery of common origins for diversified national 13.:. and
ideals and by the interpretation of one cultural group to another,!
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"This shift of emphasis from traditional humenistic
research--a shift to interpretation rather than preservationee
was & gradusted process, and it was not until the mide-thirties

that 1t began radically to arfect the expenditures of the
Foundation, ...

"eesJorome D, Oreene, now one of the trustees, and decply
interested in the humanietic studies, felt that the humanities

were guffering from 'what might be called the snobLisaness of
the classical tradition,'"

Eﬁghft the Nockefeller Toundation, by faymond B. Fosdick,
PDO

el
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/ HUMANISM Academic Activities
CANBY, HENRY SEIDEL Biographical

Quote from Editorical Saturda Roview or Liternturo,
"The American Seholar and the ﬁn,l 6, Pe 10
Of the humanist--"Unconsciously he hll lort the difﬂ.oult and
doubtful ranges of interpretation, of apprecilation, of valuation,
all involving the never-to-be-entirely-calculable human spirit,
and has thrown the emphasis more and more on fact-finding, on
the material background of human experience, upon the search

for the last detail of accurate knowledre,...He hag become more
accurate and more knowledgeable than his predecessors, and

this &= good, but somehow, somewhere, the precious and nourishing
liquid of literature has bun epilled from the ever more
carefully moulded goblet,"

Quoted by Fosfiick, Story of the Rockefeller Foundation, p. 261
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1953=54

—HUMABITT =8 Acedemic Aptivities
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Nelxtin Educational Institution

Memoranda on Princeton University Council of the
Humanities, (W. J, Oates)

Piled in Vertical file under "H" for Humanities.

We Je Outes of Princeton University

]
et &
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Felations VOAX

kdecational Institutions
Acedemie Activities

Faclilities
Blegrepnical

Intervie: with lesn !isenhars, Yay 22, 1957.
Filed in Verticsl File unfder ilpenhart Interviewe,






