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1933 7/31

FLUNDt, A.

Academic Procedure

Biographical

Flexner (Ontario, Canada) to Veblen (Hancock County. ".a1ne)1 Excerpt

" ..... I don't want to begin giVing
in theees. lIXaIII1netions, and all the
in which can get a 'h.D. de e.

File IV-19

.D. degrees. for I don It want to im'olve the staff
other paraphernalia. There are plenty of places nOlI

Our rk ought to be berond that stage."

,
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1934

cademic Procedures

Acade io OrganizationSCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

P OFESSORS Aoad c Per onnel

HA DIN. JOHN R. Biographical

JohnR. ardin to Charles • Har In. ebruary 24. 1934.

Asks him to pr pare ce s 1 pap rs to present to the
oaz ot ducation of ell Jers y tor th grant ot

auth ity to gr t de rees. (Direot d by t rd eti
in January. 1$34).

"The In tltute ls actually in gol or er with a tully
equlpp d So 001 ot Mathe tlcs. wnlch ha alrea y receive
intern tion 1 reoognition. It is looatod at Pr1nceton. an
has a tatt of five prote ors. Th r are twenty-one tudents
(they tyl th m 'wol·k rst). Two of them hav Ph. D. degrees.

j
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All the others ve already been te ching. ome of them have
reached th rank of associate prote sor or assistant
prof or in the most prominent'institut ...ons of this countI'1
and Europe. They have been t work for a DiU as eight or
ten years, during which t hey have III de not b1e contributions
to mathe tics •• •j]! Tney are variously financed. So e of
th m pay their own way ntire1y and a tuition fee beside •
Others are sent by the National Res oh Council,
to whioh the Rookefe11er oundation makes an ap ropriation

for the purpo e; others by th Rook feller Found tion;
till others have been grante leave of absence on lLalt pay

by their own institution, aespit th faot that these
institutions are hard pr sse finanoial1y, and in t e
i tances the Institute bas d a grant-in-aid. Other grants­
in-aid have be n made an will be made. Plan for oth
schoo16 are un er co Ider tion, as w 11 as tor perlll8Il8nt
buildi s, eto."

JRH Correspon ence from January, 1934 to eoember, 1936

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 3: Degrees 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1934

JDEOREES ACIA ic Procedures

lela

Minutes, p. 131

"The Director reported that he had reoeived a letter, dated July21., 1934, fro
Y.r. Charlea H. Ell1ctt, Cclllll1slS1oner of Education of Nev Jersey, stating that the State
Board of !:ducation had "ranted the Institute for Advanced Stu~ a license to confer the
degree of Doctor or Philosophy upon tholle students who cOllipIete programs of stud;y leading
to that degree which are s1milu in scope to tt.ose o!f.~ d :In leadin17 American universities.
The Director exPlained that it Wall no part of the policy of the .l.nstitute to confer degrees,
earned or honorary, but that following th advice of Hr. Hard:l.n it s emed wise to obtain
penn1sllion to do 80, even t hough no use of the permission was contemplated."

Vol. I, No. 20
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Aoade io Prooedures

12/11

elati on WOAI

G 8

PHI C TON UNIVERSITY

• • Blo!;rClphio 1

VEil I, O.

EISE T

They v d oont r noe~

lexn r- n le.ner one over
w io have alre dy een pu liehed.

Ei emhart, Veblen. d
ain the r Dulletins

11 quotes from 0 ulletin No.2, page 1, I!IJl says that in
subsequent ulletins the following specifio atatem nt is made:

"In 0 e field universities provide admir ble opportunities
for work beyond the Ph. D. deGree, but with the exoeption of
medlciaa an certain other rhea. the country a ot

itllerto posse sed an inst tutlon in w!:lich yo m n arA
women oould oontinue t ir indep n ent training be1tRd thi
eta e. and in w 10h res arch could be oarried on w adequat
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rledupport w thout pres8ure of numbers or routln, n
by the ne d of obtrdning praotic·al re u1 ts. Ii

e said the reference to dioin embrac d the
ocket ller Institute, "and to some extent s1m1l facilities

are avail be in a rew edical soho,l ~ Dean Eisenh t's sugg stion
~11"".1ll th t in the uture the Institu~o should enro 1
only po t- ootor 1 stud nts, th refore, harmonizes with the
st tements Which have been print d, altho h a few exce tions,
not on refl otlon worth~e, h va PI' vioualy be n ma e.

1 xner as oppose to the ltlplioation of rules and
regu tiona. il think th t t qu tion of importance attaohed
to degrees is one which OUL~ot be answ red in such a way as to

ke Bur tru t on is doing in eveIy individual CR e th
Wisest os ible thing. cites Johns 'opkina as holdi to
the rul that adm! sion is restrict d to sa holders of the
A. B. Degree, t~ou h there w re worthy person equally fit to
enter th school ho ha~ot y t obt in d th degree. In the
same w y th Rockefeller Inatit te h s follow d th practic
of a mittl only ersons who have obtain d th •• U. Degree

...
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alt au 1 it 1S an rbitr ty decision, an t ere, 0 sam
Ind v1du Is .no could qualify f~r admi ion, d would be
Ju tag 0 as orne loIho ar a mitte
pursu t to the r trictlon. liThe S8llle lead me to
believe that on the w: ole and in the 10 should insist
that r'sons who have not oot ined the h. D. Degr e B hould
obtain it f£ on of the many raduate sohool 1n tilis country
betar bel resisterec as a memb r of t ! titute."
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1948

/DEG

2/2

ACADE IO PH ClillU

The DIrector asked the faculty before meet! agaIn to consider
the que tion of granIng dootorate degree at the InstItute. The charter
permitted thi to be done. The Direotor asked th faculty to consider
any dangers they might soe in the practice. Professor Veblen pointed out
that if just a few degrees were given they would have an excessive value.
and stated he would be opposed. The matter was to be dl ou sed at the
next faoulty me ting.

Minute. Faoulty Meeting. February 2. 1948. PH V-l

, .
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ART

aRCIIEOLOGY

ACULTY

MDIBERS

P I CETO

LIBllARY

LEE, RENSSELA

MO

PANO Y

I' TOLNAY

SlOB

Aoade 10 Aotivitie

Aoa ie Per onnel

Relations AI

FaoiHtie

Biographioal

Interview with Re ••laer Lee, ay 2B. 1956.
Filed in Vertical File U er Lee Intervie~8.

"
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