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OEBERAL (PURPOBE) Corporation
/mnn Academic Frocedures

Jertificate of Incorporation

M e ePUrpoeee..is the establishment...of an institute for
advanced study, and for the promotion of know in all
fields,and for the training of advanced students and
workers for and beyond the degree of Doctor of Phu.u b{
and other professional degrees of equal standing." (pe 17).

Admission of etudents "with and/or without payment of
dues or charges.,” (p. 19)

Degrees include honorary degrees (p. 19)

Bulletin Vo, 1
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9/25 a.ﬂk

JﬁEﬂREEB AgademiecProcedures
MITRANY Biographical

FRANKFURTER, P, '
FLEXNER, A.
KEEER HABERLER

Verticel File, Frankfurter-l
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GENERAL Relaticns WeOoslAoT,

GENERAL _ Acadenic rrogedures
 DEBOREES

See Robert P. Brooks (Pelitical Selence, “wartimore) lstteyto Dr. Flexnor on proposed

policies of IAS

Vol. 1, Appendix to mimubes of L/11/32 (first set of minutes in Vol. 1)

AL

:
-




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 3: Degrees
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

1933 b/2k

Acadsmie Procedures

Dre Flexner reported in part:

"oeee A great mary applications for admirsion to the Institute have bean received, most
of them iying ir fields outaide the ficld of puwre mathesatics. These heve nossssarily
been declined, A smel) rumber, whese intareste colnelde with that of the grow above
mentionod, have been accepted, I an anxious that the first year the nubar of studeuts
small in order to give the members of the staff an epportunity to work out thelr
coliperation with ome another, The contimued finanolal doprossion mekos it une
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1933 7/31
YDEGREES Academic Procedure
FLEXNER, Ae Biographical

Flexner (Cntario, Canada) to Veblen (Hancock County, Maine): Excerpt
".sses I don't want to begin giving Ph.D. degrees, for I don't want to involve the staff

in theses, examinations, and all the other paraphernalia. There are plenty of places now
in which men can get a Ph.D. degree. Our work ought to be beyond that stage."

File IV-l9
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1934 1/29
SCHOCL OF BCONCMICS AND PCLITICS Academic Urganiszation
/DEcREES : Academic Procedure
HCMLIATIONS Administration
m. pe 12t

"After discussicn regarding possible develepments in the {ield of econceries and
politice, it was, on motion,

AESCOLYED, That the Director be and is awthorised in his discretion to
pragent at the Aprdl (193L) meeting of the Trustees a nomination in the Sehool
of Zeoncmics and Politics with the terms and conditions necessary to seaure the ablest
avaiiable scholar in that field.”

"The Chairman anncunced the appointment of the Conmittee on Eominations to re-
port at the annual meeting as follows:
fire Samvel 0. Leidesdorf, Chairman
Kr. Perecy 8. Straue
¥r, VWalter ¥, Stewart
Trustees

lenorary
Chaliraan
Vice-Chairman”
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"(n moticn it was

HESCLVED, msu.mummuwoobumpmmtm
the Poard eof Education of the order thav the Institute may, if it
to

desirss, Le in a position
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193 a/2

Jém Academic Procedures
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Agademic Organization
PROFESSORS ' Academic Personnel

HATFDIN, JOHN R, Biographical

JohnR , Hardin to Charles R, Hardin, February 2, 1934.

Asks him to prepare necessary papers to present to the
Board of Education of New Jersey for the granting of
authority to grant degrees. (Directéd by the Board meeting
in January, 1934).

"he Institute 1s actually in going order with a fully
equipped School of Mathematles, which has already received
International recognition. It is located at Prnnoton;

and
has a staff of five professors, There are twenty-one students
(they style them 'workers'), Two of them have Ph., D. degrees.
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All the others have already been teaching. Some of them have
reached the rank of associate professors or assistant
professor in the most prominent institutions of this country
and Europe. They have been at work for as much as eight or
ten years, during which t hey have made notable contributions
to uthanaticl...# They are variously financed, Some of
them pay their own way entirely and a tuition fee besides.
Others are sent by the National Research Council,

to which the Hockefeller Foundation makes an appropriation
for the purpose; others by the Rockefeller Foundation;
8till others have been granted leave of absence on half pay
by their own institutions, despite the fact that these
institutions are hard pressed financially, and in these
instences the Institute has made a grant-ineaid, Others grantse
ine-aid have been made and will be made., Plans for other
schoolf are under consideration, as well as for permenent
buildings, ete,"

JRH Correspondence from January, 1934 to December, 1936
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1934 10/8

/ DEGREES Asadenic Prosedures
Minutes, p. 13: '

"The Director reported that he had received a letter, dated July2l, 1934, from
Mr, Charles H. Elliott, Commissioner of Education of New Jersey, stating that the State
Board of Education had granted the Institute for Advanced Study a license to confer the
degree of Doctor of Philosophy upon those students who complete programs of study leading
to that degree which are similar in scope to those offered in leading American universities.
The Director explained that it was no part of the policy of the Institute to confer degrees,
eamed or honorary, but that following the advice of Mr, Hardin it scemed wise to obtain
permission to do so, even though no use of the permission was contemplated.”

Vol. I, No. 20
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‘/tﬁmm : Academic FPpocedures

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI
FLEXWER, A. | Bilographicsal
VEBLEN, 0.

EISENHART

They have had a conferences Eisenhart, Veblen, and
Flexne: ,~and Flexner has gone over again the four bulletins
which have already been published.

He quotes fromb ulletin Nye 2, page 1, and says that in
subsequent bulletins the following specific statement is made:

"In some fields universities provide admirable opportunities
for work beyond the Ph. D. degree, but with the exception of
medicimm and certain other brahches, the country has not
hitherto possessed an institution in which young men and
women could continue their independent training beyond this
stage, and in which research could be carried on adequate
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support without pressure of numbers or routine, and unhrried
by the need of obtaining practical results.”

fle said the reference to medicine embraced the
RockeTeller Institute, "and to some extent similar facilities
are availebe in a few medlcal sehools,f/ Dean Eisenhart's suggestion
guexkkmn that in the " uture the Institute should enrodl
only pest-doctoral students, therefore, harmonizes with the
statements which have been printed, although a few exceptions,
not on reflection worthwifle, have previously been made,

Flexner was opposed to the multiplication of rules and
regulations, He thinks that the question of importance attached
to degrees 1s one which cannot be answered in such a way as to
make sure that one is doing in every individual ease the
wisest possible thing. le cites Johns Hopkins as holding to
the rule that admission is restricted to mm holders of the
A, B, Degree, though there were worthy persons equally fit to
enter the school who haghot yet obtained the degree, In the
same the Rockefeller Institute has follow:d the practice
of admitting only persons who have obtained the M, D. Degree

=
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although it is an arbitraty deciesion, and there may be some
individuels ¥ho could qualify for admission, and would be

Just as good as some who are admitted mkkhxkireaxrExirizkkan
pursuant to the restriction, "The same reasons lead hme to
believe that on the whole and in the long rumn we should insist
that persons who have not obtained the Ph. D. Degree s hould
obtain it & one of the many graduate schools in this country
befare beinz reglstered as a member of the Institute.”
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1#35 12/11

OENERAL (PURPOSE) Corporation
~DEGFEES Academic Procedures

FLEXNER, A, Biogrsphicel

VEBLEN, 0,

TAUB, A,

GIVENS, W, el

Digest of Floxm'l.htnr;"of Decemb.r 11, 1935 relating.to.a

d'seusslon which Fisenhart, Veblen, and T™lexmer had on *he musstten
of admission to the Institute of other than postedoctoml members,

Filed in Chronological File under 12/11/35.

File IVe20
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1935 12/18

GENERAL (PUKPOSE) Corporation
/ﬁom Aeademie "rocemren

FLEXNER, A, Bilographical

VEBLEN, 0,

'I.‘AUI. ‘.

GIVENE, W,

RIDEROUR

Bﬂlﬂl. HI

Relations WOAI
PRINCET UII'!E
ﬂomr Ig:bloa in regard to giving Ridenour a fulletime post

as instructor, Filed under 1935, 12/18
Pile IVe20 Chronolical file
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1935 12/18 ana
1z/23
GENERAL JPURPOSE) Corporation
Vﬁoms | Academic FProcedures
FLEXH'R, A. Blogrephical
VEBLEN, 0,
TAUB, As’
GIVENS, W,
RIDENOUR
BLEICK, W,
HIBSCHFELDRE, IR, Jo Le
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Helations WOAI
Letters from Veblen to Flexmer and Flexner to Veblen
Sources IVe20 Filed in Chronologicsl file, 1935, 12/18 |
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1935
OENERAL (PURPODE)

/PRGREES .
FLEXNER, A.
VEBLEN, 0,
TAUB, As
Oivens, W.
R IDENOUR
BLEICK, W,
HIRSCHPEIDER, DR, J, Le
PRINCETON UNIVERS ITY
Veblen to Flexmer

i i

Corporation
Academie Procedures

Blogrephlieal

felationa WOAIL
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"I mhn your remarks sbout the time arrangement,
nl n does not agree ul that which you cite,
rul-mmmumﬂxnn.u-
.uuunmu taken, Indeed, I did not suggeat the

ml&u“huﬁ“ﬂn&mumnmhtm of December 1l
was dlacussed, but merely eirculated your letter for t he information

of my colleagues,”
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1948 2/2

PARTICIPATION IN ADMINIETRATION Acadenic Fersonnel
\/ DEGREES Aca emie Procedures
OPPENHEIMER, J, R, ' Blographical

Oppenheimer ralsed a question with the faculty of

?mung doctoral degrees. Vebleon expressed nimsell as

latly opposed on the ground that there would be so few that
each would have an excessive value, I asked ‘ppenheimer what
made him sugrest it, He sald that when he came to Frinceton

he was h.lpgm three or four University of California men with
their doctoral theses. They were at the Institute, He would
have 11 give them a degree from the Institute, and this
wag the sole reason for which he raised the question, He came
to see later, he said, that it would not be a good thing because
of the limisation of the fields, ete., and because, mainly
because, the Institute was not set up to handle gmdmh work,
At rm& he misunderstood the question and gald, "0Oh, you mean
that time 7 all that hassle about my saying the Institute was an
educational institution ,and I sald, ng.l idn't mean that., This
was a speoific reference to degrees, didn't remember it, but
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he pald that the attitude of the faculty was perfectly right,
there

He said that/2k was also a question raised with him skauk by
some of the trustees on the advisability of the Imstitute granting
honorary degrees, and that he expressed himself as flatly opposed
to that in the very beginning. There is no record of any such
disocussion in the records so far as I have been able to
ascertain,

Intervievw with Oppenheimer, July 1, 1957
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//bEGREEB ACADEMIC PROCEDURES

The Director asked the faculty before meeting again to consider
the question of gramiing doctorate degrees at the Institute. The charter
permitted this to be done. The Director asked the faculty to consider
any dangers they might see in the practice. Professor Veblen pointed out
that if just a few degrees were given they would have an excessive value,
and stated he would be opposed. The matter was to be discussed at the

next faculty meeting.

Minutes Faculty Meeting, Pebruary 2, 1948, filo V-1
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PRINCETOR UNIVES ITY
PARTICIPATION IN AIMINISTRATION
FPIUNDERS

rargss

‘I“m.' ‘-O
EISENMART, LUTHER P,
VEBLER, 0.

3/26
Relations WOAI
scadenic rFersonnel
Corp.ration

Acacemio Procedures
Béo gra pnieal

Interview with Luther P, Eisenhart, Harch 26, 1956,
Filed in Vertical File under Elsenhart Interviews,
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ART
ARCHEOLOGY
FACULTY '
MEMBERS

.~ PEGREES
PRINCETON
LIBRARY
LEE, RENSSELAER
MOFEY
PANOPS Y
de TOLNAY

5/8

Academic Activities

Academic Personnel

Relations WOAI

Facilities
Biographical

Interview with Rensselaer Lee, May 28, 1956.
Filed in Vertical File under Lee Interviews.
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GIMIMAL BLUCATIIN BOAD
Jouns HoryIme :
BROCEINOS 1WTITUTE

/DBOINES
SCNDUL OF RISTIRICAL PCDIEE
SCHOOL OF NATHERATICH
BTENAME, W, ¥,

FLEXREN, ABRANAN
PIXTHES, SIXOW
FUSDIGK, RAYSOND

&3

Poundations
itavatl pal Institations

Acedeaie Freocedares
ieudenie Ormenization

Blegrapnlcal

Interview with N, ¥, OLtewart, Pebrusry L, 1957.
Filed in Vertical Vilie under Stewars Interviews.






