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Abū l-ʿAbbās Aḥmad b. 
Muḥammad b. Qudāma (b. 

491/1097, d. 558/1163)

Abū ʿUmar Muḥammad b. 
Aḥmad (b. 528/1134, d. 

607/1210)

Aḥmad

ʿUmar

ʿAbd Allāh

Šams al-Dīn ʿAbd al-Raḥmān
(d. 682/1283)

Muwaffaq al-Dīn ʿAbd Allāh 
b. Aḥmad (b. 541/1147, d. 

620/1223)
ʿAbd al-Wāḥid b. Aḥmad

Aḥmad b. ʿAbd al-Wāḥid

ʿUbayd Allāh b. Aḥmad (b. 
550, d. 575)

Aḥmad b. ʿUbayd Allāh (b. 
573/1177, d. 684/1216)

ʿAbd al-Wāḥid b. ʿAlī Ibn 
Sarūr

ʿAbd al-Wāḥid b. Aḥmad b. 
ʿAbd al-Raḥmān b. Ismāʿīl b. 
Manṣūr al-Saʿdī (b. 530 or 

531, d. Shaʿbān 590)

Ḍiyāʾ al-Dīn Muḥammad b. 
ʿAbd al-Wāḥid (b. 569/1174, 

d. 643/1245)

Aḥmad b. ʿAbd al-Wāḥid (d. 
623/1226)

ʿAbd al-Raḥīm b. ʿAbd al-
Waāḥid (d. 612/1215)

The Maqdisīs in Damascus



[5th/11th c. ʿAbd al-Wāḥid (d. 486/1093) emigrates from Baghdad to Damascus]

[6th/12th c. ʿAbd al-Wahhāb b. ʿAbd al-Wāḥid (d. 536/1141-42) constructs Šarīfiyya madrasa]

492/1099 Crusaders' capture Jerusalem

551/1156 Šayḫ Aḥmad leaving Ǧammāʾil for Damascus, followed by Abū ʿUmar and the Qudāma family

552/1157 More immigrants from Ǧammāʾil arriving in Damascus

553/1158-59 Reimmigration from the Abū Ṣāliḥ mosque to Ǧabal Qāsiyūn

598/1201-02 Construction of the Muẓaffarī Ǧāmiʿ begins

(followed by) Construction of the ʿUmariyya madrasa

602/1206 Founding of the Ḍiyāʾiyya madrasa

657/1259 Construction of the Ṣadriyya madrasa by the Munaǧǧa family (immigrants from Iraq)

15 Rabīʿ II 669/1300 Mongol army laid siege on al-Ṣāliḥiyya, plundering among others the library of the Ḍiyāʾiyya madrasa

9th/15th c. Opening of the ʿUmariyya madrasa to the four law schools

2nd half 9th/15th c. Devastation of the Madrasa (embezzlement of the waqf endowment and incidents of robbery)

12th/18th c. Maktaba ʿUmariyya said to have held some 10,000 volumes

early 13th/19th c. Maktabat ʿUmariyya has some 662 volumes left

1295/1878 Transfer of its holdings to the Maktaba al-Ẓāhiriyya (614 codices in total)



Ḍiyāʾ al-Dīn Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Wāḥid al-Maqdisī (b. 
569/1174 in al-Ṣāliḥiyya, d. 643/1245 in al-Ṣāliḥiyya)

sometime between 583/1187-88 and 586/1190-91 Bayt al-Muqaddas

Šaʿbān 594-Rajab 595/June-July 1198-April-May 1199 Cairo

First Journey to the Mašriq
Ḏū l-Qaʿda 596-Rajab 598/August-September 1200-March-April 1202 Baghdad

5 through 21 Šaʿbān 598/April-May 1202 Hamaḏān
598-599/1202-1203 Isfahan
Ḏū l-Qaʿda 599-Ṣafar 602/July-August 1203-September-October 1205 Baghdad

Ǧumādā I 602/December 1205-January 1206 arrival in Damascus (on the way Ḍiyāʾ al-Dīn passed through Mūṣal and Ḥarrān)—founding of al-madrasa al-Ḍiyāʾiyya (and al-
Maktaba al-Ḍiyāʾiyya)

Ḏū l-Ḥijja 603-Ṣafar 604/June-September 1207 Nablus

Second Journey to the Mašriq
Ḏū l-Ḥijja 605/June-July 1209 departing from Damascus for Isfahan, via Mosul, Irbil, and Daqūqā and Hamaḏān

Rabīʿ II 606-Ǧumādā I 608/October-November 1209-October-November 1211 Isfahan

Šaʿbān-Shawwāl 608/January-April 1212 Nīsābūr (Ḫurāsān)
Ḏū l-Qaʿda 608-Ṣafar 610/April-May 1212-June-July 1213 Merw

Ṣafar 610-Muḥarram 611/June-July 1213-May-June 1214 Harāt

Ṣafar-Šaʿbān 611/June-July 1214-December 1214-January 1215 (on his way to return to Damascus) Nīsābūr (Ḫurāsān)

Ḏū l-Qaʿda 611-Ṣafar 612/March-April through June 1215 Baghdad

Rabīʿ I 612/June-July 1215 Mosul
before or in Ǧumādā I 612/August-September 1215 arrival in Damascus

619/1222-23 Ḥajj (Mecca)
Muḥarram 625/March-April 1218 Nāblus
Šawwāl 625/December 1218-January 1219 al-Quds (Jerusalem)



Ḍiyāʾ al-Dīn Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-
Wāḥid al-Maqdisī (b. 569/1173, d. 

643/1245) (Maktabat al-Madrasa al-
Ḍiyāʾiyya)

Abū ʿUmar Muḥammad b. Aḥmad al-
Maqdisī al-Ṣāliḥī (d. 607/1210-11) 

(founder)

Qawām al-Dīn b. ʿAbd Allāh al-Rūmī al-
Ḥanafī (d. 808/1405)

ʿAlī b. Ḥusayn Ibn ʿUrwa al-Ḥanbalī al-
Mashriqī al-Dimashqī al-Ḥanbalī (d. 

837/1434)

ʿAbd al-Wahhāb b. ʿUmar b. al-Ḥusayn 
al-Ḥusaynī al-Dimashqī al-Shāfiʿī (b. 

800/1397-98, d. 875/1470)

Yūsuf b. Ḥasan b. Aḥmad b. ʿAbd al-Hādī 
al-Maqdisī ("Ibn al-Mibrad", b. 

840/1437, d. 909/1503)

Muḥammad b. Aḥmad "al-Shams al-
Bānyāsī" (d. 921/1515)

al-Badrī (?)

Shihāb al-Dīn b. Manṣūr (?)

Contributors to the holdings of the Maktaba al-ʿUmariyya 
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Copyists attested (at least four times) in the maǧāmiʿ of the Maktaba al-ʿUmariyya
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Disciplines represented among the holdings of the Maktaba al-ʿUmariyya 

ḥadīth

fiqh Shāfiʿī

majāmiʿ

fiqh al-Ḥanābila

tafsīr

al-Adabiyyāt al-manthūra

uṣūl al-fiqh

taṣawwuf

ʿilm al-lugha

ʿilm al-naḥw wa-l-ṣarf

ʿilm al-tārīkh

ʿilm al-tawḥīd wa-l-kalām

al-ṭibb

fiqh Ḥanafī

al-sīra al-nabawiyya

qirāʾāt

al-farāʾiḍ

maṣāḥif

fann al-ḥisāb wa-l-jabr

The chart is based on the data provided by Muḥammad Muṭīʿ al-Ḥāfiẓ, al-Madrasa al-ʿUmariyya 
bi-Dimašq wa-faḍāʾil muʾassisihā Abī ʿUmar Muḥammad b. Aḥmad al-Muqaddasī al-Ṣāliḥī, 
Beirut/Damascus 2000, pp. 388-412
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Disciplines represented in the maǧāmiʿ of the Maktaba al-ʿUmariyya 

al-ḥadīth wa-ʿulūmihi

al-tārīkh wa-mulḥaqātuhu

waʿẓ wa-irshād wa-adʿiyya

al-tawḥīd wa-l-ʿaqāqīr wa-l-ʿibādāt

al-adab

al-fiqh al-Ḥanbalī

al-taṣawwuf

al-shiʿr

al-fiqh al-Shāfiʿī

ʿulūm al-Qurʾān

mawḍūʿāt mukhtalifa

al-fiqh wa-uṣūlihi

al-naḥw

al-tarbiya wa-l-taʿlīm

al-falsafa wa-l-manṭiq wa-l-falak wa-ādāb al-baḥth

al-fiqh al-Ḥanafī

al-lugha

ʿilm al-kalām

al-farāʾiḍ

al-ṭibb

al-ṣarf

al-ʿurūḍ

The chart is based on Yāsīn Muḥammad al-Sawwās, Fihris maǧāmiʿ al-Madrasa al-ʿUmariyya fī Dār al-kutub al-Ẓāhiriyya 
bi-Dimašq, Damascus 1987, pp. 751-839 (source problematic; see comments Muṭīʿ al-Ḥāfiẓ)



Primary and secondary sources and studies (1)

• Ḍiyāʾ al-Dīn Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Wāḥid al-Maqdisī (569-643/1174-1245), Ṯabat masmūʿāt al-Imām al-
Ḥāfiẓ Ḍiyāʾ al-Dīn Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Wāḥid al-Maqdisī al-mutawaffā sanat 643 H, ed. Muḥammad Muṭīʿ al-
Ḥāfiẓ, Beirut: Dār al-Bašāʾir al-Islāmiyya, 1420/1999.
• Muṭīʿ al-Ḥāfiẓ, Muḥammad, Dār al-ḥadīṯ al-Ḍiyāʾiyya wa-maktabatuhā bi-Ṣālihiyyat Dimašq: anšāʾahā al-
Imām al-Ḥāfiẓ Ḍiyāʾ al-Dīn Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Wāḥid, Damascus: Dār al-Bayrūtī, 2006.
• Muṭīʿ al-Ḥāfiẓ, Muḥammad, al-Fatḥ al-mubīn fī l-Mašyaḫa al-buldāniyya li-l-Imām al-Ḥāfiẓ Ḍiyāʾ al-Dīn
Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Wāḥid al-Maqdisī al-Ḥanbalī, 3 vols, Damascus: Dār al-Bašāʾir li-l-Ṭibāʿa wa-l-Našr wa-l-
Tawzīʿ, 2006.
• Muṭīʿ al-Ḥāfiẓ, Muḥammad, al-Madrasa al-ʿUmariyya bi-Dimašq wa-faḍāʾil muʾassisihā Abī ʿUmar
Muḥammad b. Aḥmad al-Maqdisī al-Ṣāliḥī al-mutawaffā 607 H., Beirut/Damascus: Dār al-Fikr al-Muʿāṣir/Dār al-
Fikr, 1421/2000.
• Muṭīʿ al-Ḥāfiẓ, Muḥammad, al-Tanwīh wa-l-tabyīn fī sīrat muḥaddiṯ al-Šām al-Ḥāfiẓ Ḍiyāʾ al-Dīn Muḥammad
b. ʿAbd al-Wāḥid al-Maqdisī al-Ṣāyiḥī al-Ḥanbalī al-mutawaffā 643 H, Beirut: Dār al-Bašāʾir al-Islāmiyya, 1999.



Primary and secondary sources and studies (2)

• Leder, Stefan, Yāsīn Muḥammad al-Sawwās, and Maʾmūn al-Ṣāġarǧī, Muʿǧam al-samāʿāt al-dimašqiyya: Les 
certificates d'audition à Damas, 550-750 h./1155-1349, Damascus : Institut Français de Damas, 1996.

• Leder, Stefan, Yāsīn Muḥammad al-Sawwās, and Maʾmūn al-Ṣāġarǧī, Muʿǧam al-samāʿāt al-dimašqiyya: 
Recueil de documents fac-simil´es des certificates d'audition à Damas, 550-750 h./1135-1344, Damascus: 
Institut Français d'Etudes Arabes de Damas/Deutsches Archäologisches Institut in Damaskus, 2000.

Leder [et al.], Les certificates …, p. 30: „For the period of about two hundred years from 550/1155 to 750/1349, 
we find in Damascus alone, without taking into account the material originating in Damascus but preserved
in other places, approximately some four thousand Audience Certificates. A conservative estimation of the number
of names appearing in these documents would give some fifty thousand. Considering the inaccessibility of many
manuscripts, the mass of the material, and the difficulty in deciphering the documents, it was necessary to make
a selection to begin with.
The present Register with its about 1350 Audience Certificates from 85 different manuscripts incorporates roughly
one third of the documents found in Damascus. It is hoped that the material presented here may raise interest for the
continuation of the indexing project on a broader material basis, and possibly produce more detailed evaluations.“ 



Maktabat al-Asad, # 3806 ʿāmm
(maǧāmiʿ al-ʿUmariyya # 70)



جزءٌ فیھ مجلسان

یسابوربنأمالي الشیخِ أبَي بكر أحَمد بن علي بن خَلَف الشیرازيالأول منھما من 
المقیم بالري يأحَادیث الشیخِ الخطیب أبَي بكر إسماعیل بن علي النیسابوروالثاني من 

خطیب الجامعِ العتیق بھا
عنھمامحمد بن القاسم بن المظفر بن علي الشھرزوريرِوایة القاضي أبي بكر 

عنھعمر بن محمد بن مَعْمَر بن طَبَرْزُدَ روایة أبي حفصٍ 
عنھأبي الحسن علي بن أحمد بن عبد الواحدروایة 
عنھمحمد بن محمد بن علي الصیرفي الأنصاريروایة 

ف البخاري، وكتب یوسبنالفخرأنا ،عمرالصلاح بن أبي ناأ وغیره بھ جديوأخبرنا
بن عبد الھادي



جزءٌ فیھ مجلسان

ن خَلَف أمالي الشیخِ أبَي بكر أحَمد بن علي بالأول منھما من 
بنیسابورالشیرازي

یل بن أحَادیث الشیخِ الخطیب أبَي بكر إسماعوالثاني من 
ق بھاالمقیم بالري خطیب الجامعِ العتیعلي النیسابوري

ن علي محمد بن القاسم بن المظفر برِوایة القاضي أبي بكر 
عنھماالشھرزوري

عنھرْزُدَ عمر بن محمد بن مَعْمَر بن طَبَ روایة أبي حفصٍ 
عنھعلي بن أحمد بن عبد الواحدروایة أبي الحسن 

عنھمحمد بن محمد بن علي الصیرفي الأنصاريروایة 
أنا الفخر،الصلاح بن أبي عمرناأ وغیره بھ جديوأخبرنا

البخاري، وكتب یوسف بن عبد الھاديبن

Amālī Abī Bakr Aḥmad b. ʿAlī b. ʿAbd Allāh b. ʿUmar b. Ḫalaf al-Šīrāzī al-Nīsābūrī (b. 398/1007-8, d. 
487/1094)

and 

Aḥādīṯ al-Šayḫ al-Ḫaṭīb Abī Bakr Ismāʿīl b. ʿAlī al-Nīsābūrī al-muqīm bi-l-Rayy

⇓

al-Qāḍī Abū Bakr Muḥammad b. ʿAbd Allāh b. al-Qāsim b. Muẓaffar b. ʿAlī al-Šahrazūrī al-Mawṣilī al-
Šāfiʿī (b. 491/1098, d. 515/1121-22)

⇓

Abū Ḥafẓ ʿUmar b. Muḥammad b. Muʿammar b. Aḥmad b. Yaḥyā al-Baġdādī al-Dāraqazzī ("Ibn 
Ṭabarzud", b. 516/1123, d. 607/1210 in Baghdad)

⇓

Abū l-Ḥusayn ʿAlī b. Aḥmad b. ʿAbd al-Wāḥid b. Aḥmad b. ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Maqdisī ("Ibn al-
Buḫārī") (b. 595/1198-99, d. 690/1291)

⇓

Maǧd al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Muḥammad b. ʿAlī al-Ṣayrafī al-Anṣārī

al-Ḏahabī, Siyar aʿlām al-nubalāʾ
al-Ḏahabī, Siyar aʿlām al-nubalāʾ
al-Ḫaṭīb al-Baġdādī, Tārīḫ al-Islām [wafayāt sanat 607 AH]. He was also among the šuyūḫ Ḍiyāʾ al-Dīn al-Maqdisī studied
with during both his sojourns in Baghdad (Ḏū l-Qaʿda 597 AH through Ǧumādā II 598 AH, and 600 through 602 AH); see
Tanwiya, pp. 81, 97, as well as in Damascus (Šaʿbān 603 and in 604 AH); see Tanwiya, p. 106. See also Muṭīʿ al-Ḥāfiẓ, al-Fatḥ
al-mubīn, vol. 2, pp. 1034-1080.
Cf. Tanwiya, pp. 249-250. See also Leder [et al.], Les certificates, pp. 424-425. Ǧamāl al-Dīn Aḥmad b. Muḥammad al-Ẓāhirī
al-Ḥanafī, Mašyaḫat baqīyat al-musnidīn Faḫr al-Dīn Ibn al-Buḫārī, ed. Muḥammad b. Nāṣir al-ʿAǧamī, Kuwait: al-Ṣundūq
al-waqfī li-l-Ṯaqāfa wa-l-Fikr, 1996; another edition was published, in 3 vols, Mekka: Dār ʿIlm al-Fawāʾid, 1419/1998-99.
See Leder [et al.], Les certificates, p. 563.



MS Maktabat al-Asad, maǧmūʿa raqm 955/6 (Ibn 
Qutayba, Aʿlām al-nubuwwa)



MS Maktabat al-Asad, no. 3779 (maǧāmiʿ 42)
and perspectives for future scholarship
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