
MEMORANDUM 

To: M C . Morgan, Jr. 

From: E . S . Gorman 

Date: November 30, 1959 

./1 

In connection with the von Neumann publication projeLt, P rofessor G . Hunt 
ha. written two reviews on unpublished manua~tB by,-von Neumann entitled, 
"Real Analytic F unctions and Elliptic Operator . , an "~rt 1. Comparison 
of Cells . " 

Profesllor Taub requests that a check tol<"'.:t • 0 be lIent to him at the following 
address : 

Thank you very much 

cc: Dr. Oppenheimer ,/ 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: M. C. Morgan. Jr. 

From: E. S. Gorman 

Date: November 23, 1959 

In connection with the von Neumann publication project, Profe.sor Mackey 
has written a review on an unpublished manuscript by von Neumann entitled, 
"Repreaentation of Certain Linear Groups by Unitary Operators in Hilbert 
Space." 

Profeuor Taub requests that a check for ~100. 00 be sent to him at the 
following address: 

Thank you very much. 

cc: Dr. Oppenheimer V 

Professor G. W. Mackey 
Department of Mathematics 
Harvard University 
Cambridge 39. Mass. 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: M . C. Morgan, Jr. 

From: E. S . Gorman 

Date: November 13, 1959 

In connection with the von Neumann publication project, Profe.sor Kuhn 
has written two reviews on unpublished manuscripts by von Neumann en­
titled, "A Numerical Method for Determination of the Value and the Best 
Strategies of a Zero-Sum Two-Person Game with Large Numbers of 
Strate&ies , " and "Discussion o( a Mas. Problem . " 

Pro(euor Taub requests that a check (or $ZOO. 00 be sent to him at the 
followin& address: 

Thank you very much. 

Pro(euor H. W. Kuhn 
5 Dickinson Hall 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 

cc : Dr. Oppenheimer / 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 35 / von Neumann, John / Publication of Collected Works - Correspondence with A. H. Taub 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



TRIP REPORT 

November 7 -10, 1959 

The period November 8-10 inclusive was spent at the Institute for 

Advanced Study working on the von Neumann manuscripts. During this 

time I did the following: 

1. Prepared Volumes I, II and III for transmission to Pergamon 

Press and wrote a letter of transmittal for each volume. 

2. Discussed with Tucker and Kuhn, Hunt, Morgenstern and 

Mackey the status of their reviews . Each reported that his reviews 

would be forthcoming in less than a week. 

3. I discussed with Dean Rees and Professor Montgomery the 

question of waiver of copyright by the American Mathematical Society. 

Dean Rees seemed to agree that the Society should waive its copyright. 

A . H . Taub 

November 13, 1959 
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THE SCIENTIFIC FILES OF JOHN VON NEUMANN 

Report on Contract Nonr 1358(06) 

November 1959 
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1. The funds of the subject contract have been used to support 

work on the scientific material in the files left by John von Neumann. This 

material is quite varied in nature, ranging from rough notes to almost com ­

pleted, to completed unpublished manuscripts. 

Z. Experts In the subject matter of the various manuscrIpts were 

asked to review them with a view toward their publication in their entirety. 

If they were deemed unsuitable for such publication, they were to be judged 

as to their suitability for having a short review published. A review con­

sists of a description of the manuscript given in sufficient detail so that a 

reader could determine whether he was interested enough to take steps to 

see the full manuscript, which is deposited in the library of the Institute for 

Advanced Study. The publication of the reviews would enable the scientific 

public at large to benefit from the ideas propounded by, and the techniques 

used by von Neumann in papers he did not finish or publish. 

3. The manuscripts which were reviewed and material related to 

manuscripts which are to be published for t he first time in the collected 

works have been gathered into File A . Attachment A list s the items in this 

file and contains a descripti on of each item in t he file . The description con­

sists either of a copy of the review of the manuscript, if one has been written, 

or a short listing of the contents of the folde r containing the item in question. 

4. It should be pointed out \.hat before funds from the subject con­

tract were made available, various mathemat icians devoted quite a bit of 

time to studying the von Neumann files. One result of this work has been 

the publication of a posthumous paper by von Neumann : 

Non- isomorphism of Certain Cont inuous Rings (with 
an introduction by 1. Kap1ansky) . Ann. Math. 67, 
No. 3 (1958 ), pp. 485-496. 

5. Two papers in which von Neumann was a co - author have appeared 

since his death. These are · 

The Jacobi Method for Real Symmetric Matrices (with 
H . H. Goldstine and F. J. Murray) . J. Assoc. for 
Computing Machinery~, No.1 (1959) , pp. 59-96. 

1. 
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A Study of a Numerical Soluti on to a Two- Dimensional 
Hydrodynamical Problem (with A . Blair, N. Met r opoli s, 
A. H. Taub and M. Ts ingou). MTAC (in press). 

6. The files contained many manuscripts related to lecture courses 

at Princeton University, The Institute for Advanced Study and to lectures 

given before the American Ma thematical Society. Some of these lectures 

have been published in mimeograph form. The lecture notes have been 

gathered into File B . Attachment B lists the lecture notes and material 

related to them in File B . 

7. A number of unpublishable. partially completed manuscripts 

were found and gathered into File C. These are listed and described in 

Attachment C. 

8. Attachment D contains a listing of rough notes not in manuscript 

form, written by von N eumann on various scientific subjects. The notes 

themselves are in a file called File D. 

9. Attachment E conslsts of a bibliography of boqks. papers and 

reports written by J . von Neumann . Government reports which are still 

classified are omitted from this bibl iography. 

A . H. Taub 
Principal Investigator 

2. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

ICHooL or M'ATHElII4TJC! November 10, 1959 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

Enclosed you will find copies of correspondence 
between Dr . Stakgold of O. N . R. and myself. My letter 
to him is a status report on the work on the von Neumann 
files. This material is being sent to you for your infor­
mation. 

AHT:esg 
Enclosures 

Sincerely yours, 

;2 .pI . ..kcJ-
A. H. Taub 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRlNCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Dr. Ivar Stakgold, Head 
Mathematics Branch 
Office of Naval Research 
Department of the Navy 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Nove mber 10, 1959 

Ref: ONR:432:IS:lgb, NR 043- 201 

Dear Dr. Stakgold: 

This is in response to your r ~st 0 October 30, 1959 for material 
related to Contract NR 043-201, t e 8 f which were used to support 
work on the scientific material' til: e John von Neumann's files. 

c i eing prepared. It is to consist 
r done and five attachments. Two 

~l'&...aI=~ments, are included herewith. The 

The final report on i 
of a very short description 0 

copies of the report, JXl=.Q 

completion of the a 
been assured by th 
soon. Eighteen re 

~-..n:s the receipt of some reviews. I have 
involved that they will complete their reviews 

ave been prepared under the contract. 

It is planned to p ,sh these reviews in the collected works of John 
von Neumann and to deposit the manuscripts reviewed in the library of the 
Institute for Advanced Study. 

Progress is being made in regard to the publication of the von Neumann 
collected works, a project related to but distinct from the one being re­
ported on herein. Three of the six volumes of the collected works are ready 
for the printer. It is expected that the remaining volumes will be ready 
before the first of the year. 

1 hope that this letter and its enclosure provides the information you 
requested. 

AHT:esg 
Enclosure 

~­cc : Dr . Opp enhe imer ., 

Sincerely yours, 

A. H. Taub 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 35 / von Neumann, John / Publication of Collected Works - Correspondence with A. H. Taub 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



TRIP REPORT - A. H. Taub 

10:00 P . M. October 16 to 11: 00 P. M. October 18, 1959 

1. This period was spent in traveling and in consulting with Mrs . C. Eckart 
in La Jolla and with Dean H. F . Bohenblust in Pasadena. 

2 . Mrs . Eckart and I discussed the progress made by Pergamon Press in obtainjng 
copyright waivers . In particular we discussed copies of letters from Hermann 
and Co . (Paris ) and :from the Technology Review (MIT) to Pergamon Press . 

It was decided that I would write to Maxwell suggesting that he not accede 
to Hermann ' s request for 50, 000 :fr o but say that the paper involved would be 
omitted :from the collected works with the statement that it was being omitted 
because the publisher would not cooperate . It was our thought that Hermann 
would be sensitive to blackmail of this type. 

Mrs . Eckart agreed to write to me, giving permission to have the article 
which appeared in the Technology Review appear in the collected works . A copy 
of this letter will be sent to the editor of Technology Review. 

3. Mrs. Eckart gave me copies of two memoranda written by von Neumann (one 
written to Aydelote and one written to Veblen ). These will be considered 
for inclusion in the collected works . 

4 . Mrs . Eckart and I wrote a short piece which could be used for promotional 
purposes . A copy of this is attached. 

5. I am to communicate with Maxwell and set up a schedule for sending copy 
to Pergamon Press and for working with them on production problems concerning 
the collected works . 

We selected a photograph of von Neumann to be used as a frontispiece of 
the collected works . 

6. I left La Jolla at 3 : 00 P . M. Sunday and drove to Pasadena were I met 
Dean Bohnenblust, who is a trustee of the American Mathematical Society. 
I discussed the copyright problem concerning the two papers by von Neumann 
and Goldstine on the inverting of matrices . I think I persuaded him that 
if in return for a waiver of copyright Maxwell set a special price f or the 
collected works for the members of the Math Society the trustees were 
practically duty-bound to accept an arrangement of this sort . He was much 
less firm in opposition to waiving the copyright than he had been . 

5b . I am to write Grad that there are no copies available to the turbulence 
notes for distribution to A. Fernstein. 
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J 

John vonlforo.anu 

John vnnlIe\lll':lln, one of tM !Mit brl111«nt sCientist" of hi. 

tillie, dIed in 1957 at tbe age of 5'. "hila be vas "Df of the five 

c:OIIIIIi .. lonera at the United tate. Jot()lllic ~rgy COlI .. lon. lie 

1lU the first foreiSD boT1l c!.t1~en to ho14 tbi_ blgh COVe1liiW!nt 

poet. 

JIe '.roII lY.l in JJu4 ]ICIlt, Jf\lUC q I.n 190'. lIi& earl,v training 

vu in IIllt~tic_ •• lubJect Iw _tu4111d at the Un1V11Tllit,. of BIIrl1n, 

tbe SWls8 Feder~l Inetitute at Technolnsy (Zurich) and the Univer8ity 

f .t:dlrpf!'et. Ill_ t l'IIIIll degree __ re, Cbn.lcal FDsfne r (a .F.I.'1' .• 

Zurich) and Pb.ll, in Me.tbematic;1 (&1dflpeet). Be t.a·Jght t tn. 
un t ve1'llity of Berlin, thll Univer8ity of lIemlNrlJ and Princeton 

untWrBlty. rro. 19" UDtll bi' 4eath he va8 Pror.U"T of 

Matbirutlce at the In.ttitute tor Advanced at ~. Pr'neeton, ~\I JUrI/IY. 

Earl.)' 1n 1940 be g~ to work 1ntemlvely "8 e mlllber of many 

aovel~tal committees and •• 8 c~ult.nt to • ~ltttud of 

aoV81'1l1118ntal and other laboratories. lJe contluuedthl'.e .ervicel! 

as loJI8 at hi. health aDd hie d;;tleB all COIIIIi"'oner 'Permitted. 

John vOlllll'4rumlmn ve. bDnored 4ur1111 bis llfet till! Iii th a I rp 

Dumber of avards and publ c -.clmOtrle~nta by bo:\th the ot:rtcial 

alld the aeadem1c vor14. In 1956 be receIved the FeTa1 Prl%. en'" the 

F eedOll ~l, the hip.t c:1v1l1l1D avard liven in the Un1td Stlltes. 

The IJlx volume. of tbP collected V01'Iat contain a rep1'intlll8 ot 

hu publi.he4 pepers, • .,. hitherto unpubl1lhed work, 8Ovem.ntal 

reports rec:.nt:Qr relealed, aDd nvl_ of UII'PIlbl1.bed lIIIIterlal, DOt 

Due inehKWd. written by ,",r10\1,1 expert,. 

'l'bh collectl<:'i11 ,hay, the: v1de r II8W of hil outstanding 

Cf)I1tr1butiou. AIImIC the 41sc:lpUDIII be dealt vith are the tolloviUCI 

lDs1c:, pure _~heatlc., theoretIcal pby1rlca, the tbaory of automata, 

t It dedlll ot conputars, 'Ql.lIRr1e 1 .tI/l~i •• the tbeo1j' of ,1IIIIe_, 
ecollOll1c., •• tropbyelcl, IVdrodYlJ8lll1CI, and _teorolosY'. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADY ANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMAncs September 22, 1959 

Dear Dr. OppenheiIner: 

Enclosed please find a statement of the tiIne I 
have spent working on the von Neumann papers during 
the period September 21- 22, 1959. 

I am attaching herewith a copy of my trip report, 
describing the work I have done during this period. 

AHT:esg 
Dr . R. OppenheiIner 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Sincerely yours, 

~P$ ~ 
A. H. Taub 
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A. H. Taub - TRIP REPORT 

Septem ber 20- 22, 1959 

The period from 8:00 a.m. September 20 to 4:30 p.m. 

September 22 was spent enroute to, and at the Institute for Advanced 

Study to work on the von Neumann files. During this period I worked 

on the report for O. N. R. Contract 1356(06). I also engaged in corres-

pondence with various persons reviewing manuscripts. Further, I 

discussed various questions with Mrs. Gorman. 

A. H. TAUB 

September 22, 1959 
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For time spent preparing von NeUlTIann papers for publication: 

September 21, 1959 1 day 

t.., /./ ~ ",.er 
A. H. Taub 

esg 

September 22, 1959 
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

DIGITAL COMPUTER LABORATORY 

URBANA, ILLINOIS 

Captain I . II. Maxvell 
Perpam Pre .. , Ltd. 
Per..,n Bouae 
II, Pit uo;r Square 
LondoD, V.1, In,hnd 

Sept PC' 17, 1959 

I ".. YeTI pl.eued indeed to pt JOur letter or Sept4lllber 11 
to learn tlIat you re in f'ull esr-lII1t vith the lI1nute. or the 

-.tina of Be teIIber 8. I .. IIOY tl")'1na to arranae tiM tor the 
October -.t1l1l an4 1 .. ~inI to 'Pro:>e .. to Mr • • Ekart tbIlt thia 
_tina be held OD Sat , October 17. 'l'h1a te 18 • l1ttle later 
th:l.n the one". had previoual;r aet sud I ho e it v1ll be ee.,table 
to her. I !lope further t t you v1ll indeed find it po.a1ble to attend. 
1 wllld Yel_ B eatioD8 rn:. 101t .. to the .,at etf1c1l111t ~ of 
tnnalttinl the ..nuacript tor the •• bookll to you. 

With beat 1'eIc:u'da, 

JJf1/hc 
eel lira. C. EcDrt 

Dr. J. 11. 0 ClbelMr 
Mr. 1Mprm d ))eva 

S1n~ 101D'a, 

A. II. Taub 
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A. H. Taub - TRIP REPORT 

June 10-14, 1959 

1. This period was spent enroute to and in London, England. I left 
Princeton. N. J. at 1:30 PM, June 10 and arrived at my hotel in London 
at noon on June ll. 

2. The purpose of stopping in London while enroute to the International 
Conference on Information Processing was to consult with Captain Maxwell 
and others of Pergamon Press on m.atters related to the preparation for 
publication of the von Neumann collected works. 

3. I m.et with Captain Maxwell and Mr. Buckley on Friday, June 12. 
At this m.eeting I turned over to Pergam.on Press items 70, 75 and 90a of 
the list of published papers of von Neumann. IteIn 90a is a translation by 
Morgenstern of item 72 entitled. "Uber ein okonoInisches Gleichungssystem 
und eine Verallgemeinerung des Brouwerschen Fixpunktsatzes." It seemed 
best not to publish both the original paper and the translation. Since the 
translation was an "authorized" one. it was chosen for publication. A receipt 
for the items turned over was obtained and has been placed in the files. 

4. Minutes of the meeting held with Captain Maxwell and Mr. Buckley 
are attached. Item 2 of these minutes is worthy of comment. This method 
of production should lead to an accurate and cheaper version of the collected 
works. It will be possible to correct Inisprints and the appearance of the 
volumes need not suffer. Pergamon Press proInises to reset those papers 
printed in type faces widely different froIn the majority of the papers. They 
also proInise to use different Inagnifications of the photographs of pages of 
text when necessary to achieve a uniform. size of printed page in the final 
book. I azn confident that it is to the interest of Pergamon Press to have a 
handsoIne edition of these works and that they will do their utmost to achieve 
this. 

5. Although there is no minute concerning the discussion of the final 
price to be charged for the collected works. this was discus sed. Included 
in the discussion was the following possibility: Two different prices be 
established--{l) for individuals who are members of various mathematical 
societies and (2) for institutions and other individuals. The price for the 
second category of buyer would probably be about 3cents a page. That is, 
about $15.00 for a volume of 500 pages. The whole works would come to 
about $90.00 or $100.00, if my present estimate of its size were correct. 
I would hope that it would be possible to make a reduction of 50 percent for 
individuals who are m.embers of societies. This may be achieved by having 
the society co-sponsor the work and take over some of the distribution. I 
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expect Maxwell to look into this matter. It should be discussed in September 
if and when there is a meeting between Mrs. Eckart, Maxwell, Oppenheimer 
and Taub. 

6. I received a speci=en page of the collected works as they would 
appear if hand set. This page is attached. The interest in this attachrne nt 
is not great in view of Minute Z of the attached minutes. 

7. The printers' strike presently going on in England may interfere 
seriously with the activities of all English publishers, and in particular with 
those of Pergamon Press. 

June 30, 1959 
A. H. TAUB 
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The Collected Works of J. von Neumann. 

Discussion between Prof. A.B. Taub, Captain Maxwell and E. J. Buckley on 
matters concerning this publication, at Fitzroy Square, on bTid~ 12th 
June, 1959 . 

1 . To ensure maximum acouracy and to give some useful publicity to the 
project, Prof. Taub will cause to be inserted in the Notices of the American 
Mathematical Society a brief statement about the publication, asking for 
corrections to J . von Neumann's published works to be notified to him. Be 
will also request other mathematical societies to publish this notice . 

2. In continuance of the policy of ensuring maximum aocuracy, to cut down 
the heavy burden of proof-reading for such a work, to assist in reducing 
production costs, and to speed up production, the publishers shall reproduce 
by photo- offset all of the published contributions by J . von Neumann as will 
lend themselves to this trea tment, after carrying out such corrections as the 
Editor notifies . 

3. Method of transmission of material f rom the Editor: Professor Taub will 
send direct to E. J . Buckley by registered post. 

4 . In the interests of reducing production costs and speeding up publication 
it would be advisable to provide a second set of reprints of published papers, 
as complete as possible, to Pergamon Press . 

5. Pergamon Press will apply to the American Society for Mathematics for 
copyright permission, in respect of papers published by them, later this year 
in the normal w~. 

6. Captain Maxwell will write to the President of AMB, E. J. McShane, 
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, informing him formally of the project 
and giving AMS an opportunity to sponsor the project and to take on distribution 
in the U.S . A. A copy of the specimen page andyor dummy copy tas referred to in 
para.7) should accompany the letter. 

7 . Pergamon Press will prepare a specimen sheet of e or 16 pages, produced 
by photo- offset and containing corrections made to the original, to show 
quality and general appearance , including proposed binding. From the specimen 
printing plate so prepared Pergamon Press will make up dummy copies of a volume 
of the work for Professor Taub, 1!rs . Ekhart, Dr. Oppenheimer and for office use. 

e. It was agreed to arrange a meeting between Captain Maxwell, Prof . Taub, 
Mrs . Ekhart and Dr. Oppenheimer to discuss any problema, at Princeton on 
Thurs~ lOth September, 1959. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Captain I . R. Mu:well 
Persamon Pre •• T ... imited 
4 , Fitzroy Square 
London, W.l, t'naland 

June 30, 1959 

Dear Captain Maxwell: 

At our June 12 mee :0 :&roy Square 1 promiled 
to have inaerted in the notice. ~ American Mathematical 
Society a briel .tatem,n1t .... .b..Qd\"tlI.:e orthcominl edition of the 
collected worke of th 1 vo eumann. 1 have prepared 
.uch a .tatement and t i. b encloled for your comment. 
U I do not hear fr e I thb in abo t throe week. , I 
.hall a •• ume of thi. etatement and lend it on to 
the Editor of of the American Mathematical Society, 
and to the e ber of other journall . 

It "'&1 8ktnfflmely plea.ant .eeinl you both in London 
and in Paril . Be.t regarde . 

Sincerely, 

A. H . Taub 
AHT:e·s 
cc: K.vN. Eckart 

J. R . Oppenheimer '/ 
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An edition 01. the collected works of the late John von Neumann Is 

in preparation. Thue works "'ill include aU of 1111 pubU.hed paper. , 

a. ""eU a. aovernment reporte writtel1 by blm, and review. of .ome of 

1111 unpwliehed manu.crlph . Th. collected work. are bein, edited by 

A . H. Taub of the Unlver.ity 01 nUnoi. , &lad Peraamon Pre .. will publish 

them. 

There will be an opportwlity to correct mt.print. appearin, in the 

publi.hed papere Uld the editor would be mo.t grateCul tc any per.on knowina 

of an.., m1lprlnta would call the .. to hi. attention by writinl tOI A. H. Ta13b, 

DiI1tal Computer Laboratory, Unlveralty of nlinoll, Urbana, illinois. 
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PERGAMO PRESS LIMITE D 

,u.~"2,/,(~. ~/r;' .... ..v PERGAPRESS 

.;r,.Ie/,h~'II'" EUSTON 4455 

MANAGING DIRECTORS ROOM 

2nd July, 1959 

Dr . R. Oppenheimer , 
The Institute for Advanced study , 
Office of the Director , 
PRINCETON , 
New Jersey, 
U.S .A. AIR MAIL 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer , 

Thank you very much for your nice letter of 
24 June and I am so glad that it will be convenient 
for us to m8et in your office at Princeton on 
September lOth. I do hope, however, that you 
will be able to be there as your presence will be 
most valuable . 

Yours sincerely, 

r o\v\ \ \"", 
'\rI I . R. Maxwell 

(dictated by Captain Maxwell but 
typed in his absence) 

______________________________ CIRECTORS ____________________________ __ 

Capt I R . MAXWELL . Me ( CHAIRMAN & MANAGING ) C T CLARK E ,J . BU CK LE Y 
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24 June 1959 

Dear Captain Maxwell, 

Thank you for your note of June 
18th, and the copy of your letter to Mrs . Eokart. 
September lOth eeems all right. There is a 
remote chance that I shall have to leave for 
Europe before then, bIlt I expect not . In 
any case. you would be welcome to meet here . 

Captain I . R. Maxwell 
Pergamon Press Limited 
Pergamon House 
4. Fitlllroy Square 
London. W. 1 . 
England 

Very sincerely. 

Robert Oppenhei~er 
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.~~,.,.t/~(,..~/'L~: PERGAPRESS 

.$"/(,!/lhOIl6; EUSTON 4 455 . 

Dr . J.R .Oppenheimer, 
I nstitute f or Advanced St udies, 
Princeton, 
New J ersey , 
U. S.A. 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer, 

MANA GI NG DIRECTORS ROOM 

18th June 1959 

I enclose herewith copy of my l etter to Mrs . 
Eckart, paragraph 2 of which I would appreciate if you 
would read and let me know whether it would be convenient 
to you f or us t o meet i n your office on t he stipulated 
date and time. If this would not inconvenience you too 
much it would be most he l pful if we could arrange mat ters 
in thi s way. 

Thank you i n advance for your kind help in t his 
matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

loR .Maxwell 

P . S. I t hought you would be interested to s ee a specimen 
page of the Volume . 

______________________________ DIRECTORS ____________________________ __ 

Copt. I. R . MAXWELL. M.e . ( CHAIRMAN & fo4ANAaING ) C. T. CLARK E. J . BUCKLEY 
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lIrs. Uart kart, 
'47 Viata 4e la Pla7&. 
La Jolla, 
California. 

Dear Ilari, 

12th Jun. 1959 

Abe 18 just nai tine with .e and .e have gone into 
tha posaibilit7 of setting u9 tha .e.tine between the three 
of us. 

'!'be .econd bar at Agaullt ia UDtortunatal7 apossible 
bllt Thursday, l Oth Septaaber is II. date which would be nry 
laUaractory for ae and Abe to .et in rrineeton and I un<\er- II 

atand that thh 1187 alia bl a uUs!act.;)I7 data tor r. 
Op?anhei~ar. to • ~~ I .. eanding a copy of thie latter. 
Unless I hear to the can tr1U7 fro. ei thar you or JJr." ppanbea&r 
with an alternaUYQ date, then, Lr. Cppenbeioler eing A6l'eeabls, 
I propo •• thAt ., .. et ai 11 •••• at his otfice on the lOth 
September . I hope this pro~oaal il .. tlstaotor1 to 70U. 

It ... good of you to t&ll!: to air. Cone, the Chairman 
of the Ato~o 1"81 C~.m1.alon, about the aeclassification 
proble~. I hop* tnat he aill be energetio in lending aesiat&nc, 
to Abe in clearing this Mtter up, no. that Ab .. is gettina to 
the final .tage of manu80ript preparation. 

'l'halIk you. for ci v:U1g .e lira. SII01I' a ad r8B.. I oan 
indeed use her as a tranalator frca Ru.aian into Englieh, 
and I .. wr1 t1n& to her to ull: her what work ahe would Ulte 
to undertake and in .bat quantity. I 'ppreciat, very lJIIloll ;your 
drawinc her _ to ~ attention, ae .. are ver;y abort of 
coapatent translators . 

IIrs. llaxwen and I bav, juat returnlld 1'1"011 a v1alt to 
lIudapeat, liar .... and Brathlava. I l'Illet eay Itunger;y ill sutferiD4r 
terribly, thouch ex-oapitaliets are no 10naer being perseouted 
and are beina ciViIll quite re.ponaible poate. 

... 
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giant I 

2 

The new baby (a boT) hal arrin4. II. 18 an absolute 

With b •• t regard. to Carl, 

Your, Iinoere17, 

I.R. llaDell 

c.o.Dr. Oppenheiaer 
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Publisher at Pergamon Press 
LONDON NEW YORK PARIS LOS ANCELES 

+ & S Fitzroy Square. London W. I 

Euston + .... ss 
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Prot..- A. t. t..It, 
Mc:ltal c.;.~ kb.alGl7. 
1Ial'Nln1tIJ eI D lIee1s. 
WIlD. nIt ", 

'd+ 
... 1Ii •• _~. 

a~ !e,t • " 1959. 

I .. ~ u..,ppo1aW "-t.Ib-..... 1_ -.. .. 11_ tM 
a at n..u.. t. o.tew. 6th, .... " lJrp' .. u.a t • .... 
_,. •• a .... ~ ... -Ua,r~ I ... Mea .. __ 
1etH .. t. R to -s..~. litre. ~ ... I:lir. Op,..a.t.w. 

I _ 1& r.u e, Me 7\ 1 t.h u.s ~ .. 1a ps.rl1nlv n. 
UI? ..... ..u..I 1& 1'- t_. 

It .......... Sa 0.'-'- I.e atter UI? a a1 n..u.a. I 
Mall, eI I _. _ ,. ..... .. __ ... I 1& __ ... _ ~ 

.. ..u.. .. _ .. IIiJ hll ..... -.1 .... ,," lo ... : n BMu. 
eI ... eat, ....... __ et I...., .. • . 

.... 

.a '-' Fa ... 

... c •• ' ',/ 

.... On ) a.-
Ir ..... 

I. I. __ 11 
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Pnt_ A. I."'. 
MciW c.,.tIIr kbt.a....,., 
1II1fthi1lJ eI DUel, • 
..... D,tpde , 

'.Idz 

..... hat I .. '-" • 

a~ Se,t • I, 1959. 

..... ,.. t. ,.,. ~.~ .r Se,' ) I. 8tL 

I _ ...,. 4t MlII.iate4 aMt. 1Ir ..... llaa ~ eallu. tM 
o a1 ID.MU8 f. OeWMr Stlt, .... it '''p'·.n~ f. _ .. 
__ ",0,,&, at .. PriMe ... -u.. ~ I .. Mea ....... 
laoH

., fa _ to -u. 7WIl. lin • .....n ... ]))'. Op,....t.r. 

I _ ia r.u no II t wi t.l\ ... lUsltu 1& parUCiIllv wit. 
tM .... ...s..at Sa 1 ... 1_. 

It ........ ia Dew.. .. ettlOr tile g a1 nwu-, I 
.-.n. eI I _. __ .. ".'. ~ __ .. , I Sa ...... _ eIIJ.e 
.. ..u.a .. p_ .,. hU .... -.1 at' "n .... : n )feu. 
eI .... n .. " .. __ et 3'*--7 _ • • 

........ 1"2 ... 

I. I. X-U .... 
1IIw. tC;;.~.:'=':" ./ 1Ir. Or: ). v 
1Ir ..... 
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THE INSTITUT E FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

Captain 1. R. Maxwell 
Peraamon Pre .. Limited 
4, Fitzroy "'quare 
London. . 1. :Enaland 

Dear c.aptain axwell: 

P RI NCETON, N E W TER SEY 

September 8. 1959 

ie. of the table of eontenta and 
.hall work on th .. e further and 

e~~rou.r response to the minutes of our 

In view of your whleh arrived this mornin. announcina 
your new plans, we wonder ether these plans are consistent with your 
livin. the Ireat personal attention that you have Jl.ven to the publication of 
the von Neumann collected works. ill you, indeed, be able to continue 
this? 

I am lookina forward very m uch to hear in. from you. 

AHT:es. 
Lnclosure 
ce: Mr. E . Dew. 

Mrs . C. Eckart 
Dr. R . Oppenheimer V' 

ine a r e ly your • • 

A . H . Taub 
Diaital Computer Laboratory 
University of Illinois 
Ur bana. Illinois 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
P RI NCETON , NEW J ERSEY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS September 3, 1959 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

I am enclosing herewith drafts of the proposed Preface 
and Table of Contents of Volumes I through VI. I would very 
much appreciate any comments which you may have concerning 
these. I propose to turn these over to Captain Maxwell at our 
meeting with him on Semptember 11. 

Thank you very much. 

AHT:esg 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Sincerely yours, 

~, '~ 
A. H. Taub 
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Ninut .. of Meetina Concerruna the von Neumann Collected Work. 

September 8, 1959 

Present: Mu. Carl Eclo.art, Dr . R . Oppenheimer and A. H. Taub 

1. StatUi of the Manu.cript 

A preface hal been written, the table of content. of the .ix volum .. 

hal been .ettled and all the content. b\lt a few review. have been collected. 

The pre{ace contain. ac/tnowledlement.. There will be no honorary editora . 

A complete bibUoiraphy b beina prepared which will .erve a. an index. Com­

plete table of content. and bibliolraphy will appear in each yolume. 

2. The Method of Production 

(a) It h alreed that u.e of a photolraphic method of production i. 

to be u.ed OIl material already printed by letter pre... However. extreme 

care 11 to be taken to produce a hand.ome .et of volume. with uniformity of 

marlin' and appearance of the pale • . 

(b) Errata are to be aiven at th" belinnina of each pacer and no 

correction. in the text are to be made of material reproduced photolraphically. 

(c) Galley proof of a review i. to he .ent to each reviewer. 

3. Copyriaht Problem. 

Peraamon Pre •• i. to proceed immediately with obtaininl permh.ion 

to reprint copyriibt material from the copyriaht holden. 

• • Prics 

It 11 felt that in view of waiver of royaltie. on the part of the von 

N umann e.tate and on the part of the editor, and for other rea.on., the 

price of the .et .howd be kept to a minimum. The price cannot be espected 

to be Ie •• than ~ cent per pale, nor .hould it go over two cent. per pale. 

It i. acceptable to all concerned to have a lower price apply to indiyidual 

member. of variou. edentific .ocietie., and a Ireater one apply to in.tit\lt1onal 

buyer • . 
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5. Dummy Copiu 

Per,amon Pre .. will und. dummy copiea to Mra . Eckart, Dr . 

Oppenheimer and A. H. Taub {or comment a. 800n all po .. tbl •. 

6. Additional Free opiea 

In addition to the fr.e copt •• provided for in the contract between 

the von Neumann eatat. and P.rpman Pre .. , it would be advisable to provide 

free copi.a to the Inatitute for Advanced "tudy (1 aet) and O. N. R. (a number 

of aeta). 

7 . Time !"cale 

It ia desirable to have the coll.cted work. appear aa .oon a. po .. ihle. 

The volume. ehould apoear within one year from the date the manuscript i. 

deliver.d to Per,amon Pre.. . (The estima.t.d date for thl. delivery b now 

October I, 1959.) 

8 . Individual Volumee 

It i. important that the .a1e of individual volume. will be promoted. 

The price of theee to be one-sixth the price of the lIet . 

9. P rom otional Material 

10. 

As noted in the agre.ment between Perpmon Pre •• and the von 

eumann e.tate, the wording of promotional material u.ed in announcing 

theae volumes will be .ubject to approval by Mu. Eckart and A. H. Taub. 

They will provide inCormation to Per,amon Preas for this material if nece ... ry. 

There will be a meeting bet .... e.n Mr •. 'Eckart and A. H. Taub early 

in October. It is important that Captain Maxwell'. comment. on the •• minute. 

be received before the !lrd of October. 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: M. C. Morgan, Jr. 

From: A . H. Taub 

Date: September Zl, 1959 

In connection with the von Neumann pubUcation project, Professor 
Garrett Birkho!f has written a review on an unpublished manuscript 
by von Neumann entitled, "Lattice Abelian Groups . " Would you 
please have a check for ~100 . 00 sent t o him: 

Thank you very much. 

cc: Dr. Oppenheimer ./ 

Professor Garrett Birkhoff 
Department of Mathematics 
Harvard University 
Cambridge 38, M .... achusett. 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: M. C. Morgan, Jr. 

F rom: A . H. Taub 

Date: September 9, 1959 

In connection with the von Neumann publication project, Dr. H. H. 
Goldstine has written a review on an unpublished manuscript by von 
Neumann entitled, "Taylor Instability Problem." Would you please 
have a check for $100.00 sent to him : 

Thank you very much. 

cc: Dr . Oppenheimer 

Dr. H . H. Goldstine 
I. B. M . Research Laboratory 
P. O. Box 218 
Yorktown Heights , New York 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Mr . E . Dew. 
P.rpmon Pr •••• Inc. 
lZZ E . 55th Street 
N.w York ZZ. N.w York 

Dear Mr . D.w.: 

S.pt.mber.. 1959 

"JI.8jIa~J'l and Dr . Opp.nh.im.r and 
find that they are alr •• abl . .-1tl>ba.Vil~"'~ur m •• tin, with Captain 
Maxw.U h.ld on the 11th. Oth. 1 am v.ry ,ratefuI 
to you and to Captain M oth.n lor arranpn, thin, • 
• 0 that I could make my in Urbana. 

ard to •• ein, Captain Maxw.U at 
11:00 a. m . on S 

Sine.rely your • • 

A . H . Taub 
ART: •• , • 
eel Mn. C. E ckart 

Dr . R. Opp.nheimer ,/' 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

To u.. Tn taa. f 

au ... 

1M 

C I 

• 
. . au 

It ert 

¥~r.~rD&l. wWac1It 

bac... , """" 

'IJlClr&, 
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AMERICAN MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY 

September 9, 1959 

A. E. Meder, Jr. Rutgers University 
Treasurer New Brunswick, New Jersey 

Dr. Deane Montgomery 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear 

question of makin ithout charge the von 

Neumann articles copyrighte ~ c seems to me to 
hinge on the accuracy of you mpresl' that the Pergamon 
Press does not intend to rna pro it on the von Neumann 
Collected Works . Wh or 0 gam on Press shows a profit 

eir ethoda of cost accounting. In 
erhead of the Press operations will 

project? 

I do not mean to be unduly suspicious, but it seems to me 
that it is most important that we have our terms well defined. 

Perhaps I can make my fears clearest by citing an analogy. 
We used to have a "non-profit" junior college in this State. 
All of the Trustees were relatives of the President, and the 
President's salary was annually fixed at a figure neaUy estimated 
to be the difference between other expenditures and total income. 
The result was that the President of this "non-profit" institution 
received a salary higher, I think, than that paid to the President 
of any other institution in the State, including Princeton and the 
Institutes. 

Copies to: 

K. Eckart 

R. Oppenheimer 

A.H. Taub 

Sincerely, 

(signed) 

Albert E. Meder, Jr. 
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M.. C . Morlan, Jr. 

A. H. Taub 

v ..... ............ '" 
<"t.;1 ~4'.f'4f 

Auguat 10, 1959 

R.vie""e for von Naumann publication 
project 

In connection with the von Neuma.nn publication project, Prof ... or I. Halperin haa 
written two reviewe on two unpublhhed manlacriph by von N.umann: 

(1) Continuou. geometrin with a traneitian probabUity; 

(2) Independence of 
Ie 

from the e.quence II. 

1 .hould like to reque.t payment of $300 for (1), 

Will you pleae •• end a check for ~.OO to: 

ee: Dr. Oppenheimer V' 

Queen' . 
Kina·to , 

)~or a total of ~400. 
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A. H. Taub - TRIP REPORT 

August 12-14, 1959 

1. I spent the period August 12 through August 14, 1959 en route to and at 
the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory. 

2. While at this laboratory 1 consulted with Dr. S. Ularn and with Mr. Henry 
Hayman. I discussed with Ulam the tentative organization I had made of the von 
Neumann papers and received one suggestion as to a rearrangement of the order 
I had placed the papers entitled, "The Uniqueness of Haar's Measure," and "The 
Logic of Quantum Mechanics." The rest of the organization seemed good to him. 

3. Ularn thought that it would be a good idea to include the Los Alamos report 
(LAMS-551) by von Neumann and Richtrnyer which gives the description of the 
Monte Carlo method. He urged that the report be complete, that is, the references 
to his contributions be included. 

4. I showed Ulam the correspondence with officers of the American Mathe­
matical Society regarding the copyright problern.s arising in connection with the 
publication of the collected works. 

5. Through the good offices of Mr. Haym.an I received copies of the following 
documents: 

AECU-2979, Taylor Instability of Incompressible Liquids, by Enrico 
Fermi and John von Neumann. 

LA-657, On the Numerical Solution of Partial Differential Equations 
of Parabolic Type. 

AM-863, Memo from J . von Neumann to J . R. Oppenheimer. 

AM-570, Papers on the mechanism of detonation. 

LAMS-551, Statistical Methods in Neutron Diffusion. 

LA-I020, Chapter II (an earlier version of Chapter II of LA-2000, 
Blast Wave). 

5 . I pointed out to Mr. Hayrnan that Chapter X of LA-I021, Blast Wave, 
could in large part be declassified. I gave him a list of sections of this chapter 
that in my opinion could be declassified and would provide material for the 
collected works. 

; '-', . 

A. H. TAUB 
August 17, 1959 
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To: M. C. Morgan, Jr . 

From: E . S. Gorman 

Date: May lB, 1959 

MEMORANDUM 

In connection with the von NewnlU1J1 publication project, ProfellBor I. 
Kaplan8ky haa written a review on an unpubli"hed ~nu8cript by von 
Neumann entitled, " Abetract characterizations of fa4tora of type II. " 
P,of .... , A.H. Ta" bao '.quo •••• that 0 :0<. f~<~O' 00 f.< thl. 
review be aent to: 10 

profeaso~IgJ aky 

Thank you very m uch. 

CC: Dr . Oppenheimer 
A . H . Tanh 

Department a h matica 
Univeni . Ceo 
Chicago, II 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 35 / von Neumann, John / Publication of Collected Works - Correspondence with A. H. Taub 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



f I' , 

MEMORANDUM 

To: M . C. Morgan 

From: A. H . Taub 

Date: March 31, 1959 

Dr. Oppenheimer hal agreed that it il a realonabl,-'Fharge against 
the von Neumann collected workl project to pay pep~le for writing 
reviewl of varioul manulcriptl in the von Neumann fUel . Profe.lor 
Halperin has written luch a review on a m UICltpt ~t~tled, "Mealure 
in Functional Spacel . " Could you have a check for ~QQ". 00 lent to 
Profeuor I. Halperin at Queen' l Univ. I inglto , Ont ario for 
htl work on thh review. 

Thank you very much. 

cc: R . Oppenheimer 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

ICBOOL 0" .U.TUDUTlCl April 2, 1959 

Dear Dr. Oppenhei=er: 

Enclosed please find a statement of the tiIne I 
have spent working on the von Neumann papers during 
the period March 30-April 2. This is essentially my 
bill for =y consulting fees. 

I am attaching herewith a copy of =y trip report, 
describing the work I have done during this P'riod . 

Sincerely yours, e ~ ;.I-.;]a _ b 

A . H. Taub 

AHT:esg 
Enclosures 

Dr. R . Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 

, , , 
, 

r 
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Trip Report 

INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
Princeton. New Jersey 

March 30-April 2. 1959 

I arrived in Princeton at 7:10 p.m. March 30. and left at 
8:44 a. m. April 2. The major portion of the intervening time was 
spent doing the following: 

1. I discussed with Dr. Oppenheimer the payment for reviews 
of manuscripts found in the von Neumann files. 

2. I wrote reviews on the four manuscripts listed below: 

"Static solutions of Einstein field equations for perfect fluid 
with T P = 0." (File IIla. Item no. 2.) 

P 

"On relativistic gas-degeneracy and the collapsed configuration 
of stars." (File lIla. Item no. 3.) 

"The point-source model." (File IIla. Item no. 8.) 

"Consider the point-source-solution assuming a degeneracy of 
the semi-relativistic type. p = Kp4/3. over the entire star." (File lIla. 
Item no. 8) 

A. H. Taub 

esg 

April 2. 1959 
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

DIGITAL COMPUTER LABORATORY 

URBANA, ILLINOIS 

March 20, 1959 

Dr . J. R. Oppenbeimer, Director 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr. Oppenbeimer: 

Thank you for your note of March l.Bth. I shall plan 
to be in Princeton on the evening of March 30th and 
would hope to see you on the morning of the 31st. I 
will check with your secretary as to what the best 
time for you is. 

Looking forward to seeing you. 

As ever yours, 

A. H. Taub 

ART: je 
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18 March 19!19 

Dear Dr. Taubt 

It will be easy for me to see you 
in Princeton on 110nda3r or Tuesday, the 
30th or 31st of March, except probably 
for the late aftemoop of ona or both 
days. Wednesda3r I have to go to New 
York. Let me know what your plans are . 
I look forward to seeing you. 

Very sin ly, 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Dr. A. H. Taub 
Digi tal Computer Laborat ry 
University of illinois 
Urbana, Illinois 

• t 1 
l 
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

DIGITAL COMPUTER LABORATO RY 

URBANA, ILLINOIS 

March 16, 1959 

Dr. J. R. Oppenheimer, Director 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer : 

In some of our previous correspondence and discussions we both 
agreed to the general advisability of paying for consulting 
services connected with the von Neumann manuscripts . I think 
I' ve mentioned to you my plan for disposing of some of the 
unpublished von Neumann manuscripts . This involves having 
abstracts of some of the manuscripts made and finding a 
means of disseminating these abstracts. One possible method 
of dissemination would be to publish the abstracts in one of 
the proposed volumes of the von Neumann collected works. 
Professor Halperin of Queen ' s University, Kingston, Ontario, 
has written an abstract on a manuscript entitled "Measure 
in Functional Spaces". I think he should get some financial 
compensation for this work . I would very much appreciate an 
opportunity to discuss with you the procedures to be followed 
in paying for work of this type . I expect to be in the east 
and relatively free from late afternoon of Monday, March 30th 
through Wednesday evening, April lat. I would be very happy 
if I could see you sometime during this period . If this turns 
out to be inconvenient I can try to arrange for another time 
for discussion of the matters I have mentioned above . 

With very best regards, 

As ever yours, 

A. H. Taub 

AHT : je 

cc : Mrs. E. Gorman 

1,0 T ~ I 
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27 January 1959 

"emorandum to Kr. Horganl 

Dr. Oppenhemer has authorized the payment to 
Dr. A. H. -raub of $150. to be charged to Office of Naval 
Research contract Nonr 1358 (06) . Thill is a conaulting 
lee for 3 days. at 150. a day, lor time spent by Dr. raub 
this January on Pl'8paring von Ileumann papers for 
publication . 

Verna Hobson 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF MATUIMATICS January 24, 1959 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

Enclosed please find a statement of the time I 
have spent working on the von N eumann papers during 
the period January 22-24. This is essentially my bill 
for my consulting fees. 

I am attaching herewith a copy of my trip report, 
describing the work I have done during this period. 

Sincerely yours, 

?IIJ~ 
A. H. Taub 

AHT:esg 
Enclosures 

Dr. R. Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 
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Trip Report 

INS TITUTE F OR ADVANCED STUDY 
Princeton, New Jersey 

January 22-24, 1959 

I arrive d in Princeton at 9:05 a . m.. Thursday, January 21 and 
left on the afternoon of January 24. The major portion of the inter­
vening tim.e was spent doing the following: 

1. Determ.ined that the Applied Mathem.atics Panel report 
No . 108. 2R was supervised by J. von Neum..ann but written by V. 
Bargm.ann. This disposes of some correspondence found by Mrs . 
Eckart . 

2. Corresponded with 1. Halperin, concerning his writing a 
review of a m.anuscript of J. von Neum..ann. 

3. Corresponded with P ergam.on Press re: releasing m.aterial 
to the printer. 

4. Made some arrangements for my stay at the Instita e during 
the sum.mer of 1959. 

5. Worked on the von Neum..ann files. 

A. H. Taub 
esg 

January 24, 1959 
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For tinle spent preparing von Neurn.ann papers for publication: 

1959 

January 22, 23, 24 

A. H. Taub 

esg 

January 24, 1959 
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Trip Report 

INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
Princeton, New Jersey 

October 7 - 8, 1958 

I arrived in Princeton on the evening of October 6, 1958, and spent 
Tuesday, October 7 and Wednesdq, October 8 at the Institute for A.dvanced 
study. During this time I did the following: 

esg 

1. Consulted with Mrs. C. Eckert about problems rela:ting to 
the publication of the von Neumann papers. 

2. Corresponded with various peq>le asking for recommendations 
on the disposition of verious manuscripts in the von Neumann 
files. 

J. Worked on the files 8Ild determined when SOIll8 typescripts had 
had been published. 

4. Made arrangements to carry on sane work in Urbana. 

A. H. Taub 

October 8, 1958 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

.CHOOL OF M.ATDWATICS October 8, 1958 

Dear Dr. ~penheimer I 

Enclosed please find a statement of the time I 
have spent working on the von Neumann papers during 
the p eriod October 7-8. This is essentially my bill 
for my consulti ng fees. 

I am attaching herewith a copy of my trip 
report, describing the work I have done during this 
period. 

AHT:esg 
Enclosures 

Dr. R. ~penheimer 

Sincerely yours, 

12. J/ ...:Ja....JL 
A. H. Taub 

Institute for Advanced Study 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 35 / von Neumann, John / Publication of Collected Works - Correspondence with A. H. Taub 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



University of Illinois DIGITAL COMPUTER LABORATORY 
CR.\DlAn· co .',",GF 168 Eng1ne.rlng Rel.arch Laboratory • URBANA, ILLINOIS 

September l~, 1958 

Dr . R. J . Oppenheimer 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

I am hoping to spend the period from the evening of 
October 6 to the evening of October 8 at The Institute working 
on the von Neumann papers . I hope that this time is agreeable 
to you and your staff . 

I have asked Mrs . Gorman to see about work place and 
hous i ng . I hope also that ther e will be an opportunity for 
us to talk a little about the project although at this time 
I have nothing definite to discuss . 

I am looking forward to seeing you again. With best 
regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

A. H. Taub 

AJ!1/hc 
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4/24/58 
Verna: 

These are lists Professor Taub referred to in 
his trip report of March )l-April 8, 1958. 

Betty 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 35 / von Neumann, John / Publication of Collected Works - Correspondence with A. H. Taub 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



I 
! 

Tentative Lists of Papers for Inclusion in 

Publication Project 
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fl • bandwri tt.en 
~ • printed 
l' • typ d 
I, • lagal- sbe paper 

19116 

191£ 

1951. 

1954 

U".sI or COO'UTER3 AIID THEORY f)r AUTO: AU 

)!oore School Lecture tl~/ID Oil theol'7 cd hchnique. tor design of electronic 
atg1tit cO!'!puter8 . .,. tiUe (no text) ot JYB lecture «IIpeare in publioa-
tlon, 8Thaory aDd tec!,nique' for design of e1 tronio digital Ca.puterll vol . 
IV . Lectures )4-UIl. l i .... n July 8- '-ugult .31, 191i> . fie?Ol"t 10 . l.8-10. June 
.3u, 194J, 159 p . 8 

110. ot 
hges 

Thera 8 in tbl tU •• an incc.plete text of this leoture taen fran tspe re- UlT 
core in;: and a litter dtd 11/11/1i> trOll Jv. to C.C. Cblllllbara of the /'toore 
School V':Ilch read. in partl " ••• In raad1ng the typed text of ay talk, lIB re­
producld fro. the 80und r ordar, I 81. that it 1II01.Ild ,t111 be a &1'eat deal 
of rat.her detailed work to put it. into a pll:)llihable ahape ... rth8l'lllore, 
Oold.tine and I haTe to write--part~ separate IIld p art~ togethfll'- varloua 
reports and at but onl .. t.be_tical p",lr on tbl.a eubjaet and allied onea ••• 
I IlIl very JllUch afraid that I 1IQ1.Ild not in the and be able to Ie..., rrq proal ... 
on the subject of a write-up of .y philadelphia talk:. it I.ade IlUch pl'Oll1ses ••• 
I .. very '0rT7 that we both are un.ole to cOllp4r with :rour ralll 8t in thiB 
.attar ••. " • 

ducu1810n of the logical d88~n of an aleetronio e 42T 
1IIan • , o . . " A.. lurira and •• 00 a !'le . 'po r eper 
-'lOr !J •• 'l'fII:r Ord . ,.,,10 . under Cont.r ct .36-031.- 0 D-7i181 (28 June 1916, 2nd 

ed . 2 ~ept . 1947 ) . o . 92 on bibllog . 

----. Part II, vol . II (19il6) . 110 . 96 on bibUog. 

- ---. Part II, Vol. III (191.3) . lio. 97 CD bibllol. 

The General and 1.0 leal lieF of AutoDlata. ·Cer~ral MachmielllB in Dehavlor--
riW t,{xon $jiiipoil • R 'ep • 194'3 · .. &dan@, edited b:r L . t . Jeffrees . Jom 
ne:1 anll Sons, Inc .. iav York (951), pp . 1- 31. 10 . III on bibllog . 

691 

68T 

23T 

31P 

? Ths fUture of R1$ .,j>!led Cc.puting . rroo ., &11' . __ ., Dec . 1949, publlahed lrJ 

and eOV7l'IiEtlid b7 i (19$1 ). p . 13 . .0 . 107 on blbl1og . 

The MOC and Probl.8l'la in ~h "p",d CO!l)lllting . Sp ech at t1rat publlo ehewing 
of L lJ .... at ora . I a . \. eUJ.at:Or. ",0 . 2, 1954. o . 118 on blbl1og . 

9P 

ImtlfioklWl«. und AuslDltlune; nwarer IUlths .. t1aeh.r HueMnen. Arce:l.hgemineo.l8tt 2lP 
tar oracF.Uiig des Lande. tlordrbeln- aatta19n. ert 45 . Lt1aae1dorf, t. . l~, 
1954, P) . 7-27 . 110 . 119 on blbl1ol . 

1956 56T 
n;J, 
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• 

19S2 

DESIGIf OF CCI'lPUTERS AND rH.!Of« OJ' AUTO!UU 
Supplement. 

The Theorz of Aut.mata, Ohaps . I and II (about 1952). 
I'a,ell 

2r 

Original typescript and photostat of type.cript (,upposedly revision of above 161T 
DnuscriIJt?) written later. plu8 105 figur8a. 24fi 

F.J . Kurrayl "The major objectives ot photoatat "as to tackle the problem men­
tioned on p. 29 of Oeneral and LoiCal Thao1j of Automata . From p . 37 ot 
photoatat. Olia infera that Iii is a<luning h. conatrueticn of IIltomata in 
2 d1Jnena10na. and th1a one ties 1n with the stat8lll8nt in Chap . I, P2 . 1 and :l 
of The0fT of Automata oonoerning the construotion of automata and space. On 
p . 49 0 phOtostat, sec. 10, th8 first 3 paragr.vhs indic .. t. hiB general pur­
p088 . Should::>8 read in oonjunotion with General Wid LO'iloal 1'heoq ot ~.utomata • 
.I'hoto.tat is technical d1scuae1Ol1 behind the aeaari! .tat.ents ot hat paper. 
Conelder photo.tat. Yflry nllla.;lle it the proof h.., liMn cO!llplated. Should be 
vary caretul.l7 avaluated . - -

19S3-5h M8lIIOl"anda pertaining t.o patent obtained by JvJo/ and as.igned to Idb.f . nil 
"ruulte regarding tha use of errata! diode • .tor 'nip-nop' aotion, IIIIIpl1fi­
catlO11. etc . and ~enera11,. for univ.real OOlllPuting llAehine oOJ11lonetry. n 

1955 

let ~ dtd 11/17/53 
Attached manulcript 

(1) 

2nd M!I!Ilo dtd 12/3/53 
3rd" • 1/2,/54 
11th· n 2/15/54 

AttAched ~Cript51 

,th M8IIIO dtd 3/5/54 

• S dtd 12/21/53-1/10/54 
" " 2/,/54-2/13/>4 
• n 2/13/54 
• It 2/14/,4 
~ " 2/14/54 

(2) 1I0n-Lingar C iolt.zICe or Inductanoe S1dtchin 
guru. 

(3) The use ot non-linear inductancas and 0 aoitartc98 
COlI oonen s . Wi h ar v re ard to euc • I1l1a ot c 

and MeMO 

3T 
95H 
6li ,H 

JSH 
301! 

3H 
10M 

411 
31i 

nrL 
6L 

llT 

(4) • [and verdon] Title. on-linear capacitanoe or induotanoe Ilvitoh1ng. 11T 
!llf>Ufy1l1£ and 1\8!11Ol7 davice. (March 1954). 

Transcript (1ncanplete) ot tape recording of JvN apeecn based 0 . .''1 (1)-(4) above BOT 
at I.~ .K . watson Lao . (Apr. 29, 1954). [Includes d1aoua.lon period 8180 . ] 

ll . lI. Goldetine, ",urd told •• that this has not !leen published by 1. , . . . It 
is, hoover, in extremely rough shape." 

J'k.an Payclll.ll:r.,rJ. 
and up n ot c-:-o-~. 

!IIan 1e .1) 

tio Citr-4!..ay l~") rei a~­
.8r1JIIQU:s aywt8~ltelat:Lqn bat" en 

Published. The Computer and the Brain, Yale Univ. Press 1958. 
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P • print.ed 
l' • t.yped 

19115 

19hB 

1950 

A -.odel ot 'teneral economie ~uiUbri11lll . Rev. .eonom1o Studies, 13 (1), (1945-
&6) , pp . -9. Yo . 90a on bllol . 

A I1U11mcal rut.hod tor deteJ'll1nation ot tt. val .. and t.he bast atratelitiea of e 
6=sUUl

A 
2-peraon r ame viES mit!' nUJllb8rs of itra.tsf18S. (1948). (Jaing re­

terre tOlil an artIet. by 1 •• rucker .• ) Of . 195 pll<'er on "A UlIIerioal 
.ethod to det.arlline optillwa etrateiY . ~ 

Solutions ot IDes by diff erential er.atiOM . ith 0 .1i. wn . "Contribut.ione 
to the i'liory of J_s . " n . at . stud. o . 2u. t rineeton U. ,'re .. (1950), 
pp . 73-79 . 0 . 102 0/1 bibUo, . 

o. of 

~ 

7T 

1953 81' 

19,11 

Tvo n r iants ot poker . -lit.h D.l . GiU1ell IIld J . P. M~erI'J" . "ContributJ.on. to 3dT 
tfe theol'1 ot Q . e , " Yol . II . 4nn . 1ath. Stud . 110 , 26, j- riDeeton U. Press 
1953, pp . 13- 50. No. 1111 on b1b1101 . 

A numerioal _thod to det l'IIline optillum etr at.eu. laval R"s , Lor: . llarter17, 
Vol. I, "0 . 2, JUlie (1954), pp . 109-115. ~0:U7 on bibl1OI . 

7I 
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11 • If.'ndwrittan 
11 - printed 
1'-typd 

1. 

19l1 

19112 

194.3 

1944 

1945 

1947 

1948 

1949 

AlIa 

IlYDRODINAIfICAL l!ID R~~T!ID R~ORTS 
(including eteoro10gy) 

oaUI ... e) 

The9EJ of netonation 'II....... A proil'esa report to Apr I, 1942, no. 233. HIIY 4, 
1 • fA.;, 03RL -$L9 (ibRC-8-2)8). 

TMOry ot Shock, ... ea (to Alii 31, 1942 ) . Jan . 29, 1943. US, O';R.D-ll40. (Los 
fiuoa Ubrarlo<l I 

o. of 
ages 
321 

34(T1 ) 

? 

Obl1C!.ue renection of shoclea. Oct. 12, 1943. Suard, Explosives Re • • ~t. o. 12, 15(T1) 
(t. -251). 

(Anal-da of data on shock tntersect l ons . Proareu ItPt I . 3y' p.e. 
It.J. 'Aeger . 'at> . 3, i9LL • • uOrd, ~10dve8 I'a . Rpt no. 15. 
lia wu made with J. von lelllUl1n ." (~-496).] 

Shock f'Jdrodyn .. tcs and blast v.... . [)y •• 3ethe, K. fuohe , J . yon heumllllll 
R. Peierls and . r . ?erm;n note. written b7 J.O . hiraohlalder . Oct . 28, 19L4. 

7 

106 pp. Lecturu by J. yon i:eWlann I leiUllll • ethod hock liayea and Dis- 'I 
continuitles one-dimension.1 TNo-d1m~Q8 , LA- 65. 

, . 
"otion of a cartty in a fluid-colby" IlI1d reoound (abo ... -t 19"'4). 23M 

Apr . 
T 

Pr osal and anal~sis ot a numerical method for Lhe 31T 
e OOlC pro 81'18 • A Rpt • 

63('1'1) 

Technical conference on lIupersonic nov and shOCk wana, July 16, 1945 . Peper II 
Retractlon, lntersa~t1on and R"nectton at 'lhock w .... , bT J. yon NeuJI\ann, 9( T1) 
)lp . It-12. )uuro, loIAvoliD k$t 203=45 «(111"1663) . 

lut .". . toa Al.os Teoh . Sari .. , yol. VII, pt . 1 (Clwptere 1 through 4}. 
1' . etba, ed. Aug . 13, 1947. 241 pp. Chapter 21 The pOint eouree eolution, 
aT J. von ... wu.nn . LASt, LA-1(J20 . 

C1n the t' .. ory or statt0Wa detonation wave!!. Jl'ile 10. .1122 (20 Sept. 1943) 
Rt. ASerdeen l"rov1Jlp round, if<I. 10. 93 on !libUog . 

aar 
Toe. or ymp. on 

lUi . 16-19. 1949. 
bibliog . 

? 

26T 

lOT 
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1949 

19;'0 

HYDRODYNAMICAL AND iEIIT'D R];.('ORTS (including tteteoroloG7) - eont'd 

Recent ThllOries ot Turbulenoe. Talk at ,'rineetoo and raport written tor OiolR 
1949. J. considerea it "nry preu..loar;r" and axpeoted to re-1Il"ite it and 
problbly expand it betore it vee pu:>l1.1hed. 

, method tor the numerioal oalculation ot h 
l1)111r. 

2. 

liio. of 

P~r 

6p 

lBP 

19;'0-;'1 De_cri tioo 01' the contoraal Illl 10 aethod tor the inte ation or p.rtial d1f'- JOT 8I1d 
3H 

1953 

195'5 

19;'4 

D.te7 

erent equ. ion ayattaa v ependent var a:l n. 

Taylor inllta'lili ty or locolllpreuit:lle liquids . Part 21 .:."!l~l:::o::r,...:;1na~t::":;;";:U~i.:;tl~.~t 
the bOUDt:I~ of tvo inotlllfreuible liquids. ily~. rerlli and J . von 'Iaumann. 
Aui . 19, 1953. 0 pv . U'JL, AECU-2929 (LADe- lo 72 pt . 2). 

'llut .... ve Calcul.tion . '1th H. B. Golastine . ";0II:II . ture and Applhd H.th . , 
Vol. "lII (1955), .p . 327-3;'3. No . 12J on bibllOi. 

)(3 on r;,llor ir.atabUi~ ~roOl" , Paper 'oeginlll "we wish to dtlleuSI a:nd set 
liP fCFHl1lIiii'ioil on III tlon an ideal gee nov in • tvo-su!:lIlUnoe I!IPt., with 
gliding penni tted aloll& t.he interfaae. ~hoakll may develq>. they will be 
treated. with a plleudo-vi.lcOIity . !3ody torce. lIay be present. The Lagrangian 
F.utlllent .ill be 118ed . • ••• 

P..,er contain. an error in the I!Itat_nt or tha 'ocundary condition on p. 22. 
in that it 18 said th.t the noJ'lUl ccnponent ot accelor.tion (sic, not velocity) 
is cor,tinuoua acr089 the boundary. 

Tte .FO'J.r1er transtol'lll&tion .. thod tor 2-d1menaional (bar"tropic) lIeteoroloqical 
pr.,diction . 

J . 0 . CharneYI ft JOhn'8 rej10rt anti Uad I Tlut Fourier transtol'!llation ••• vre­
diction' hn. nSTer oam publislutd ~o '/tJ;f koowledge. HOllll'Ar. 
va did 118e the uthod in • joint paper entiUed 'Nulllerioal 
integration ot the baratropic vorticity &quat1en' which 
I;l~ear.d in Tellua, Vol 2, Ho . I., 19$0. In thta p..,.r thl 
IIHIthod is .et torth in detail, banee I ... DO point in I'ub­
lishina: iIle report . · 

6r 

27P 

4lH 

17'1' and 
1611 
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f1 - handwritten 
l' • Printed 
T· typed 

WJoltmICAL ANALYSIS 4ND CCHPUTATION 

1. 

110 . or 

19112 "Piroxilaatin P1"~erti .. or .. trice. ot high finite order . rortqaUu at.h ., 
"3 (i9W). pp:tQJ2. 110 . ab on bl6llog . 

~ 

19116 

1941 

1950 

1951 

tell ot hordeI' . ith V. IU'panD ana D. ,0ntgoMry. 
"':::::;::'=':':::;;"';;"':::;:;::';:-£'~::::::;:~~Or:;:di'":::un::'dr:e~r:';;;C;;ontract rd- 9596 (25 OCt 19116) . Ilo. 

ationa of u&;.>olic t e. 

Uh H.R. GoldatllW. AMS Bull. 

StahilitI of Finite Dll'ference Repr ellentationll . Ablltract b7 M. A. fiyaan ot JT 
till a 'lhlte OalC , 1.11& 21. 1947: REICh . Li1 • • rach. ote 83/'l'lII-IB .2-1l . 

C. "ckert : nnw tva 19li! report. on "'ric 1 Caloulat on or no" l'robl_ 
contain IIOra on th1a topiC. In particular, II aet ailed ual\Pla 
or the ' u.ertioD ' llentioned by H;yaan 111 ,hen. I hna the im­
pression thtt there is .tlll no B,Y1lte.atic ex o.ition or these 
lIatw. availe1e, althou.&h they ara .ore or 1e •• known in the 
cOllPuter , .. e . w 

Statllltlcal treabent ot TalUS. or tir.t 2000 deoimal d its of e and ot 
cu on teN C. . it • .: . Ie ropo1 • and u. Reitvlllener . lath . 
and other nC18 to CCII(l . , 11 (1950), pp . 109-111. 110 . 103 on bibliol . 

',UlRericlll irrfert1ng or .. trice. ot hi~ ordar , II . 'With 1 . .. . Goldstine . 
'roc . 2 (1951), pp . liI ... - 202. o. 1 on blbliog. 

Various teehn1 n .. ued in oonnaction with rand 

i oal­
£801e. 

8ST 

11('1'1) 

19P 

91 

3P 

15P 

RlllUl"ks concernin" TllJ'loUI!I rO!'ll1l of the" laxation et),od . " A.>r . 9, 1951 . 11H 
(Cf . 56etaon In 1110 1955) 

rl . fl. Gold. tiM , "J.I' and I .. rs wrttilw a PlIPer on t his . It ha$ not been 
publi.hed and IIhould not be &II it .tand_there are errcra 
in it . " 

19$2 A paper v!l1ch begins, "The purpOlJe ot tbh paper is to find a rapidl7 cODverging 38R 
iteraUTe .ethoe! tor the Bolution ot linear equation systems ... •• July 1952. 

A. fl .Taubl "A copy ot th1a exist. In 1.0,1 Aleos cd is ths bula ot an extan-
aiTe c~llt.at1cn made by J.a1r tor etro;lol18. A rap.;.rt on thiB 
c\llllPutation 111 betn vrlt~ and this lIanWlcript ma;r 08co .. e an 
appendix to that report . · 
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1953 

1955' 

Date? 

/IUK ,,: lCAL l!'IALT IS l r:l) CIl'IPUTAnar - oont'd 

, pp . 

Continued Fraotion F.zpana10n of 21/3. 
Other Aids to r:omp . II, No . 49, Jan . 

ith B. ruOKerII\aI\ . Math. T8.l1e!l and 
19S'5. o. 122 on bibliog. 

Ciacu!I.1on or the cylinder Bymtetrical gaollllltry of pOints and trajectories. 

2 . 

o . ot 
t'ag2~ 

lP 

7T 
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• handwritten 
T • typed 

1. 

19~ 

1949 

1950 

19,2 

1953 

19511 

IIUMERIOlt "?f~TSIS un Ct!{PUUTIO 
Addend\llll 

First Report. on the Numerical Calculation of Flow l'robl_. carter 011 Co., 
TU! .. , OiCli., J\iil1J 22-JUly 6, 19118. [part II Generii remark. oOTlOernin& 
COlllput1ng lIachttllSI I'art III rrel1a1nary c0ll41deratlons concerning flov 
~uaUODlll Part III I St~UUy theory ot the flow ~uationl. J 

o. or 
PTot 

Second ReI-ort on the . \llIIerloal Calculation ot now Probleu. Carter Gil Co., 7~T 
JUly 2S-iu& 22, 1943. [t art IVI flew eatup 01' flov &Q,11&t1onll Part VI Dio-
cuuion or nummoical procedure to Bolve rlov e"uetloll4.J 

MenlO 1/22/49 on SUrface'Jlarltl waves in e deep, nacou., incompresll1b1e rlaid. 
Handwritten copy ilia a£a. 

1'1_0 4/6/,0 on "UnderFoand burniDg· probl ..... 

Memo 3/17/50 on "Cas DriTe ano1 arltl Or'>1nage· probl", 
with attached 14 lIiUi'9a. 

_0 1/31/52 to "A. 3ruce, (., rter oil on tha P . C. O. probl.em . 
8110 4/22/52 to !lruce and, . el, •• 
wi th correcticllII to IIbcms IIIIIIlO. 

(AboTe 2 .. soranda 887 Je b •• ie tor 19,3 report.) 

Me1llO 3/2/53 on "Solation or the Oltter otlal ·tn· t.ioll8 tor the ttM.-ot-Contaat 
.tud1ea. (.j.t . SChUlian ha. 111_0 Ul prcblllll AI. lolder.) 

1S'T 

37T 

1711 
68 

1C'l' 
lOT 

511 

,T 

An Anal"ia ot the w.near Die lac...ut ot au b GaB-Orben ,olvent. with E. F. 21T 
J on and ".J. e get lID8 • Car r Co ., 
with 8Ppelldlcea l-I. Confidenttal. For COlllP8lQ" Use only. 1 19T 

"5 OD the linear diaplac~nt or oil by w.t~r ~ a porous media 5/7/54. 20H 
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- printed 
T - typed 

19116 

1947 ? 

19511 

1955 

SI' , :CHIS AND Q'3:lltRAL ARTICLES 

nut Pr1nCi~le. ot L8l"~ Scale Cr:IIIOuting Machinllll . Speecb at eeting of tbe-
lIIaHc&1~tIl'l& ~eorr l'.nel15 . rt;f 19M. Copies dbtributed b1' Office 
ot lie • • IIlIi Imentiona, 1'111l1linc DiT . , !&th. Seo. 

The JoIa~he1llllt.lo1an . "The Worlce of the Mind." 1I . of Chicago Pre:ss (1947 >, I>p. 
130-196 . '0 . 93 on hlbliog . 

PII?r on pneral dl.cuulCl1l of need for fut oo,,!>uttng . Ull!'ub11shed . SoIII. 
aat.rial absOl'bed 10 later artIc1 .. iiid ., •• chii • • 

I T~ [fORe and Prob1_ in 81£ Speed -muttn, . Speech at !1r.t pubUc showing 
of t . }.' , ti.ii16rananc ••• archO cUiatar, Dee . 2, 1954. [110 . 118 on 
blbU.,C . 

C en ve SUM'1T. rechnoloal P'ortura. Jlme 1955. Ko . 120 on b1b11oc . 

o. of P, .. 
of 

11.1' 

72T 

9P 

16P 

leal II'Id ebellical _ clances • &'peeoh at .. . I . T • 3P 
• pp. 15-17. Ho. 
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• P • printed 
r • typed 

STATluTrcs AID AP~LIED STATISTICS 
No. of 

1940 The eat1.lll"tlr,n of the pr"bable error 1'r0lll successive differencea. i th /t.~ .• 
Kent. Xherdelll'l nOVilig Oround, 4d ., Rpt Jlo. 175 (191;0). o. 78a OD bib-

Pat9T 
11og . 

19UJ. The 1118&11 e u .. re successive difference. dth •• Kent, 
9UJ.), pp. 1$3-162 • 

.R. Je111080n and 
• 0. 79 on blb1iog. 

101' 

29P 
y ence . .4nn. "'. 

19112 the d1.atJ'ibution ot the ratio of th, lIean 3P 

Tabulation ot the pro~abilit1ea tor the ratio ot the .ean alQGr8 auce ... i?a ap 
ditrerence to the yarianoe. T ' .r. JlIU't , with a nate ~J. yon llWIanD . 
A~r . (.th • • tat., 13 (19u2), pp . 2C7-214. '0. 85 on bl~ol . 

Optimum spaoinl of bOlab. or ahots in th, pnsenoe or syst'1lllatic errors. 'ly 1 
R.H. K.nt, L. S. r:edarick and A.O. 'WtUh, with append~. ~timu.. Aiming at an 
IIIlperteetly Looat9d Target by J . von ewunn. jilL 21Jl. 
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Unpublished ~anuscripts of John von Neumann 
(Incomplete lists) 

Random and/or Miscellaneous Notes 
(Not to be published) 
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H • Mlldwr1tten 
T • typed 
L • legal-size pal,er 

In •. 
OllPubliahed .8IlUJ!IIor1pte or John yon IlI11lAanD 

(Inco .. ~lete list) 

Date? 1 . ~lIt~l!III&t10al d1sousaion of ('.ralla'. t.heory of 1'oreign trada. 

O. "or,enatS<1'ol "These notes ere inoomplete-nothing to publi.h bere." 

l'I1acl . not.ea on IIIIlthelllatical eCQllOIII1ca. 

O. IOI'Ilenaternl "1 dou!:lt that it wou.ld oe po .. 1ble to pUblish &n7 ot the 

1. 

o. 01' 

~ 

d1t1'erent notu . ThiI;r _ too altetch;r--out ... bat a p1t;r tte 

Date 7 3. 

studies ver" r.ot oOJltllet.ed I" 

On prodllCt1on and Talll" in st.ationlll'l !9.u1l1brillJa. 

O. Morgenaternl "This p!!per tre.tu the probl_ 01' JT '. v.per, publlihed 
in Erg . aines ath. Colloq . (,:d . It . anger), 1enna 1931, 
rapubliahild in " -liah 1945. Tbe treataant. be-e has more 
or en int.roduction (in vorll.) but does not lead u,) to tba 
ra.u.l'k publ1abed . " 

U;)er eine be1ll Probl .. der reistllldung auttretende math_tische Frage. 

O. orl~t rn: n~n ear~ draft of tbe p ,;>er pllCUahad 1931 1n 'g. &inea 
eth . olloq. IncOllPlete . " 

.t ion of atS<1's. 
t.er1al 

321. 

19 1 

10HL 

16m. 

1931-32 4. Lectur. on etheCia of ath at-ioal !'hJ\lic., i'rU<ceton UniT. 1931-)2. b,. 2lT 
Condon and JT , Dote. b,. J.j] . Jiilwart . Ii 011 Fourier >eries lIy JTl'I. 

1933-4, 5. I an al!!ebraic ,enerubatioD of the quantUlll cbanical. fomell... I . 

~ . alcutal'l1l 0p.,.. 1-58 draft ot pUl)llihed paper ( o . 50) . P8iS. 59-91, 
Pan I I1--probaol¥ n .... er publlBhed .· 

I. ltapltna,,.1 -Right . P.e. 1-58 an a draft of this ,aper. .'he prc:aised 
Part II n .... ur lli'peared . Pqes 59-91 are (I think:) only a 
part ot what. he had in aind . The1 cover the I discrete' oase 
(Twe I). vb1ch 18 t.he eas;r case. f'u::ll1cetion 11<. ld 0. & 
historical curlosit;r no". altho\,;gh loaeone wanting to con­
tinue this work would ,et 80118 b1nts trClllt 1 t. aryl Where 
is the Mlt7" 

92 ' 
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19331 6. 

1913 7. 

1935 8. 

1936 9. 

A. _ .ellberal "Y.1Il. f'roa a very .hort trb.nca that there mq not be "err 
IllUCh new in hara . It a I to daill. dth the ~Ol1tion 
of a 11IIIple r in witt. d .o .o . into a teMor roduo of a 
IU~ ra 

I . 1l1P111!U11ry1 "Cbeok . oul.d cue •• tbet the.e "are Qote. (1933 or e07) 
c:011eetlng thOl1lhta on tensor produots, ;!lot hated by r~s 
of !:Feratorl . :nlt. outd. ted nov. " 

.)u.antUll\ ectrodlrnal0 • • 1933 lectur e, note~ by A.li. iaub. 

"'he si0int- sourc. 1I0del . (This material ap eare 1rI Chandruekbar'. boole 
" a 1lir "truoture . " t pubUahabJ.e. AI1l' ) 

Continuous Geomet£ll 
ROy 1100][. 

arts I , n and In . lAS lectures (193<», notRs by L. 

! . ltapl8Dskyl "Thi. (older oontainsl (1) art I ot Cont . :lI . vith 2 
Un trom Lcwt, (one to 'It he ) I 
(2) ~artl II and II ot Cont . 0e0lll . nth .Iv'I'. ecknolludgllent 
ot Levi, ' s cr itio!... . 1190 a 2-pap insert by Jy :lJaprorlng 
Th. 13 .1 ( .. nt to lithe, thenoe to LI!w1&h 
(3) l folder labened ' COntinuous ringe, etc . ' It ball .3 
lUllUSOriptal 

41 pace' l-So 
1 • If<-l~ 

YI " 1--20" 

It!! ooncernl the • ari thlletlc of continuous ring.' &II sketor.ed 
in p J.~ 1931, 3lU-349 . It just beg1na to get aOMomere. Un­
published • 

r ot o~to". er be of tnh. resul 3btU 

o. ot 
ray.a 

6H 

143T 

31\1 

274T 

SOH 

19H 

• p pl'~ea thet ~ant1illloua ,eome't.r18s oomtruo d ely 

~
'rticc!1l7 are I' tao b1c to'~e 00 ad\, 

em1n t~ publ~~le . ( 0 be published in Ann . Math. under title 
"Non- isomorphism of certain continuous rings," w/intro. by I . Kaplansky 
tty .bCllillll that tha lIl.,ebrll1c continuous peaetries ara inde-
pendent ot tn. sequence of inte,ere used in t.heir 001l8trw!t1on. 
Vet'1 s1nl1lar to R. of n. IV . Could~. publ1.ahed. It tra1le 
oft but 18 euily completed. 

"(4) PIIpS 61- 68 ot • KS . It loeb Uk. the p..,ar promised 26 
in R. ot C. I that .tarts nth an Ib.traat algebra with a 
trace and winds up with a tactor of 1t"Pe Ill' ere is the 
reat7 

"(5) A PIS or 143 pages . The general. drift i. to put ax10l118 llle. 
on a continuoll. ,aO'llltry 10 as ult1!lllt;o~ to wind up v1t.1l a 
feotor 01: ~e n l ' I "un' t aware he h.:l eTar done this . 
'Transit1onlll. probabU1tbl' pop up DOW an than. Thtl i' lIZ' 
end. u 1f be were g01111 to continue a long tilne." 

"Added the D' Jtt dayl NO . (5) 18 a prelia1nary draft ot 'Cont. . 
Oeom'{ trllll8 . prob . , at.c.' of vh10h tbere 111 a 221 pp. (incOill'" 
plete) dran ." (See o . ll. J 
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1936 

1937 

1937 

1931? 

19371 

1931 

3. 

10. Introduction of • rin/! tor a 00 l_.nt~, lIodular l.ttio. L or ol'der 
n ~ L. 

I. J(ap1ansql ·SUperleded b7 Jd eognphed lectures." 

ll. Continuoue ea.tr1ea with a triUUl1tion probabUitl. (Me,r-July 1931). 
Third <!ratt . 

I. Xaplanaql "Thh Momoue lIamuicript ill what he oOlEabed to :Ie a 
definitive att~t to characteru. factorl of type Ill' 
It ende in the Jdddl. ct Chap. n. A note in front ueerts 
that b. IX is too etrolli and Ipoile the worlt. Sundry 
trapente ben and eleewhere lIZ'e bl an unknown d1Bciple. 
UQPU3l1ehed and lercelT obeolete." 

12. Another drafi or the?17 of trans! Hon probebUlt1ee. 

"Ae I recall there exist three other drattl of thill. one 
or bock length . For.undrz reuona it (in lInT Yer81on) 
is not publ1l1hele." 

13. Abetraot cbaract.erbatlons or factors ot typ. n. 

I. /laplanSkyl "In ' Rings of ~erators. T' he reterred to lin Ibltract 
charact8rbation ot r ~l"lI ot t,pe II. (ae algebru vi th 
a unique trace and .uit~le axioae). 1 VIS vaJ'llluch 
int.,. •• t.d to sea vh t h. hed in llind. Tvent,. ,earll later 
tt.e inter at in th1a baa ereatly dWnillbad but there ar 
IItUl so_ nice tricka of the trade to be learned tro.'!\ it. 
The PIPer 11 inc ht8, and it Jdght be quite a Job to 
COIIlplete 1t. I think publication is out or the qu.atio/1. 
It lli&ht be • 'Yerl good idea how.v.r to lat the word L t 
around that tMe M!l exists and that it can be oorI'O"".d 
trca the Institute." 

235H 

2111 

21H 

14. "i . h.I!Utan1: ·Poellib17 tirlt draft or hla book in S colloquiwa publl- llOH 
cation eeri .. on continuous ge~etry.· 

I . hpllUUlicyJ ·Check. \'ery' detail.d lattice-th.or.tic prelWnar.l.. 
to continuoue geoautrz. da aoruptll." 

Continuoua . OIII.Wc' J. S ColloqlliWl lectur .. at Penn Stat., Se"t. . 1937. 
Outl1nlls of 4 ecturee, 
'!rst lecture, "Proj.ctlYe (dUc"te) and CloutlnUOUS I.o_tri •••• 
Second • I· Introduotion or ooordinJlt31. Relst.ion to a1&abra." 
'l'b1J'd " : "Rank ringa." 
f'ourth" "Tra.naitton probabilities md quant.ua loSlc •• It 

Also handwritten ItS ot &!lOft, and •• veral handwritten ;ages 1f!l1ch r. Kap· 
lanskz eaid are first .tabs at Colloq . voll1lll8. 

ST 
6T 

UT 
12T 
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1931 16. 

4. 

l,IUantllll Mechanics ot tD!lnita 5y!t.8DIII . 

J . K. 1191ow1 -Mi. eograohed (pre.WlB:>ly not p~118hed) lectur 8 . Strlctl;y 
ph1'slc8 and IItrlct.ly out- or- date , but ene aet lI1aht ba 
worth keep1nt 1n 1ibr8l'1 tor h18torical r 'UOM . 'rhl.a 
mater1Bl ill Jv ' 8 contribution to Pauli 'a a'" I nar entitled, 
'Theory of the Poai\ron, ' gi-.an in 1931." 

Alao handwritt.n MS, a~e 1'.11'.1 •• 

l> . f . -1&n.r: "This 1a an introduction to an articla which was expect3d 
to he IlUch longer. Aa a IIUItter of tact, there are l'eterences 
to the continuation on • • 10. As fer as it is written, it 
doe. not contain 1D!oraat1on with Which a cOII~etent p~lc1st. 
would not ba tullial'", or that 18 .... nt-blly new . HoweY.to, 
it aae 8Y1dent trom the text thnt the continuation was 
pr .. nt at least in tha md of Dr . yon Ji8Ulll8llIl and he "",. 
parently did not gat around to wr1t1nc It down . It is yery 
nicely written and 8hOVll the at 1'1. ot Jv'J in rull flo .... r. 
Definitely it is not tor pubUcaUon. " 

1'0 . ot 

~ 

l6H 

1937-87 17. Repr .. entation ot certain lin.ar VO , e by unitary operators in RUbert 63 

19)3 '/ 

1938 

Data? 

18. 

!lJ.>aoe . 

V. Barp&JlIll "Hij;hly interestini lIathematically and also for pOSsible 
~p11o.tiona to QuantlUl 'l'hao17. frobLJly writ tan arollX1d 
1937/33. I _ not abla to judie to wh t axtent the r 'SUltll 
and met.hods are superseded by reoent deyelopl1lanta." 

I . K~lanakT: "1.8 Barpann a.,.., it 1a ot hi8tOriCal interest. lie ill 
find1nc the tactor repra8antatlona ot a cer1ia1n 18II1- cdrect 
prodl1ot. I am not Mougb ot an expert tooe au.re, but I 
think it 11 ~uparaaded in all essential respects byMao~eY'1I 
vo~. /iota that 11'. 1a inCOlllPlet.a . · 

anta LogiCI. (Strict- and proba!lll1trloglcs.) Inoo!!tplete paper . 

~ • .lochnerl "t'rOoably ralated to wor\( j.lubl1ahad v1t.h • 6irkhoff .· 

168 

19. uantua Lo lOll . US lectura. 19.38. 131'. paregr~hl "The.e nota. oonati- 17T' 
tute a au; tU7 of the 8.8snti81 detaila of tha t.heory pr a .. ntad by Pro-
ta~lor von 'sumann in lecture. on th1e 8ubjact. . Only del1n1tlone, 
theorelll8 md IC1118 1_ are .tatad, ~t.alled proof, baing c:a1ttad . The 
axiOllS tor this IIUlljeot are to ~ found ill the not .. tor the A.M. S. colloq-
111_ leotura8 (!ul1llllr, 1931). SIIIall lettare will be UlI!!d lor aa-
.enta ot L. R 

20. ;ady MS on ahock waves. Contains notes and 14 handwritten paees 1th tba lLR 
tolioid", lit. paregrllPh: Ria want to foJ:'llllUt. the e<.!u&tiona Wlich go.,..rn 
the nov .nooated with a shoe" oonftrgina on • pOint 0 and the pertUl'b1r' 
tiOIW, i . e . tha .tao1l1ty ot th1e flow. .. asSIIIU the unpertu.r.)ed nov, 
and with it, the llIIj:.ertu.rbed ccnTarei IIboclC, to be ... herlcally S)'Il/m8Lric 
in IIpace and fIlllUlll\i a 111II1larity condition ill time. The raasolUl for 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 35 / von Neumann, John / Publication of Collected Works - Correspondence with A. H. Taub 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Date? 

19110 

19110 

1941-2 

~. 

lio. of 
20. cont'd- P s 

21. 

22. 

thi.s procecmr. are set. torth in LA 21.2 . The perturbations, QI'I the other 
hand, vill not. be assumed to posse58 AIl1 s try 1D space or in tine, in 
tllct, the purpose of our enal.;yaie u to deter:n1118 under what condi tiona 
the sphericallr lIpIIIIetric nd "silllilarity" unperturbed tlow 18 eteble 
egainst random perturhations. N 

*A ref. is ,i.,..n to L 242 which auat. ba a Los llilllOlf report. ART find 
title and content. of t.his report. 'ietrcpolis does not tlrl..nk that this 
worle • .., Her reported. ART check. lIS enda with a eection whieb stat.es 
tba equations of aotlon for the pert~ed flow. . un,pu)liahable. 

at e are on equations reletinc to pertur:>ed flov. These sre equations 
only and no taxt. 

JvN 'e notes on Mach effect . 
Not publishable but .~ be 
leaclme,. AIfl' ) 

(These should be kept aOO looll:ed at in det8il. 
he~rul to IIDrkers in !!hock: vllvae, partiCllllarly 

ntscusst 'n ot De ttar'e 'Pac 
'8Q11laM sholo(s £hat tor hO'IO 

tha ~a equation 

with 

lIlId of Dirac's "8T8 equat.ion in 1t. . yon 
eous functions or aagree uro satIat:r1lllJ 

II --L Yr­i d lCl 

~ - 2 - illlnc 

it is possible to define • (not incOllPlata) hl.lbart lIP eo.. The wave equa­
t10n is on. ,iven bT Dirac [Ann . ath. 36, (JP 657-669 (1935) J. 'l'ba method 
uaed to cantNct the scaler product 18 tJiat pr ... 10llely used by E.P.Wlgner. 
rhil papar 1s not publlBbablB . ART 

Aleo Itr to Dirac dtd 1/21/34. 

A. Pili I ·Contains ducusalon on the possiollity or tM Quantization at 
spaca and t1llls . !!!:l !ntBrutins h1etorically." 

23. InYlll'lent M uurea . 1940-41 lectllr s, notes 07 i'. ilalaOS . 
ilio handwritten 3 or Chaps . V and VI). 

2b. 

P . Ha1acs l "Q:capt possioq Cor Chllp . IT (?) (,ansralised il>naob l1IIi.ts) 
and Chap . VI (1) (tuutani-lIaak explicit construction), 1t baa 
all baen .uparaedad or anticipated . Rec~end Salnst publi­
caUOIl. I personally oppo •• tha pu;,l1cation at An7 part, but 
on II oonsult . 4 • • ay, on VI Itakutani . " 

A. "alberg: "A l'[S whioh 18 Qt cQallet.a in all datails . Thare are sOIaa 
thing. that ara lett out. 'ould oonsider I t likely that it 
1. not publiehed •••• 

S. Kakutanil "tiscuesion ot an ex 1. in the ~OdiC theQry which vas 
n .... er published . It vu written Ing thi winter tera 
1941-1.2. Consider it "17 interestinc. n 

6, 

17H 

5ti 

226r 

1a 

*s. Ulam 4/11/58: "LA-242 by Calkin . Title: 'Similarity solution for converging spherical 
shock waves near 0 radius. '" 
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1945 

19lti 

19lti 

6. 

No. of 

25. Plotlen or a cavity in a nutd- collap.e and rebound. 

26 . rlodio theOry . 

p,r 
u 

S. lalrutanil "Prcbabl,- introduotion to lecture or book on ergodic theory 
"hicb vas nanr writ. tan up. ~ 

P. HallllOBI "Kal aa oontact wi til abatract on rand~ argodic t.heOr&lllB (nth 
01_) . In IIny oue, to"e ... r, there 1e nothing in the notee." 

27 . COrl'asp . with r .c. Koep.ana . 

28 . 

29 . 

UTI '''''1.n1JII1Iing nth reap.ct to I 

t(I) • ~ '!'(D« ' ) - In n/x 

I a .. trill 
M a tixed .atr1x. " 

The Princ1~les of LUiCgSoala COIII!lutini achilleS . Speech at .. tin, at 
tlathemlit c81 C.u AdrtSory faM 15 Kay 1916. Cop1u d1atributad 
'oy Offica of Rea . and Invent ion. , Planninl (Jiv . , ath. Section. 

1i . 1'. 0010Dt1Il11 "To 111 knolfledj;a, not publ1ahed . -

"oora School Lecture 8!t3/lti on theory and technique. for design of elec­
trOnIc digHaI OOtIputir. . Only tU1e (no text) ot JvN leetu", appears in 
publication, "Theory and technique. tor design at electronic digital com­
puter.1 '101. IV . Lecture. 34- 48, given July - Au,g. )1, 19L6. Raport o. 
b8- 10. June JO, 1948, 159 pp . " 

thera 1& in the til·. an incomplete taxt at this leotura taken fram tape 
racordUg and a lat.tar dte! 11/11/116 rr~ Jv. to C.C. ChMlben at the "'oore 
SChool ",,1oh reada in partl . ... In reading the t7P8d t.ext at IIl1 talk, u 
reproducad trca t.ha .ound racorder, r .a. tut it. 11'0,,111 eUll be a graat 
deal at ratllar detailed work to pu\ it. into a publ1.ha:>la ehape .. . Further­
lIora, Cold.tine and 1 ha.,. to write- part ly lIeparate an partly togatt.er­
Varioull reports and at. l ... t one aathallatical paper on ttd.. lIubJact and 
alliad on .. ... I _ vary lIIucIl a.tratd tho I would not in the and De able to 
kaep ray pr!lllli ... on tlIe lIubjact. ot a write-up or- lIy Philadelphia talk, 11' 
I !lade Rcb proai.es ... 1 l1li T ttry IIOrry t.hat. va bot.h are unable to ca;apl,-
with your reque.t in t.hill •• t tar ... • • . 

.30 . Sym:netr io B olntions of II 0IIIIt canar al n paraon ,_II . Aug . 19 L6 

A,'rI . Tucker .aid (4/23/58) thi. IfS baa bean turne4 down by 2 reteree. Ior 
Ann . P!ath. . study 40 bacaUie 1I0t. cOlI\Plete anougb and therefore un.ll1table 
to the ll&lJlOry at Ju . howner, it 11 now 11'1 the handl ot 8 3rd reteree 
and it t11l'llled dCNll -Cain, C. OJ'lenlltarn will lUldoubtedl:r 8ae1l: .laewMra 
tor public.tion .. a joint art.icle by J'I! and O • • 

llH 

sr 

16T 

I.iJ..T 

138 
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1947 31. 

)10. oL 

~ 
allill!bc0r finite Ditterence 1:"r" .. nht.10na . Abstract by . 1.. Hyaen ot ~W 
JVI/ t at Iihlti O&k, Aug 21 ~ 941 . Xech. Db. Tech. te B3/Ta-1S . 2- 11. 

C. ~art, "The two 1946 reportll OD .UlIlarical Calculation at Flov Prob-
1elllll contain more on this topic. Ili partIcUlar, a detailed 
~le at the ' .. eertion' untioned by F]I"an 18 giftll. I 
hl/ve the impM .. ion that there 18 still DO IIYlIt.natio exposi­
tion ot t.heae lI1atten avalhbl.e. althollgh they are lUcre or 
1eoa known in the c~uter g«me." 

1947 32 . D1lcuaa1on ot • ,..ax1auai l'rob1111\, . aT. 15-16, 19117. 9T 
( .ot fit tor pUblIoation--be!ng reterred to ill an artiole ::JT A .... Tucker-lIlT) 

1941-61 .33 . ajler on illlll8ral discusaion of need tor fast CQj!utillg • Unpllb11ehed. 
aatarh1 abaorbed in latar arEie!88 ana apeea e., 

• me 12T 

19~ 34. 30T 

1949 35. Reaent Theorie. at llu'!nu..nce . Talk at I'rinc.ton and report written tor Olffi 681 
1916. JvN olmllidered it ""'1'7 prel1m1na!'1" and upeotad &0 nt-cite it and 
probablT expand it before it WflAI published. 

1949 

195-1 

195-1 

19,~1 

1951 

Uao, M8 on TIlrbulenca- Aver!(!8 n.eorel1l8 (in German) (date?). 

36. lJ1ecuaai~ of nenona .,..telll in oorrup . "lfith 1..1 . onhoetter (in ('ierman). 
tEl' did 2/117li9 
Ltr dtd 4/5/49 (p1ua 4 handwritten ~~s at figs . ) 

37. D1acu81110n ot the cylinder ap=!!trical geOllle~ry of paints and tr-.3ectories. 

33. The 'ourier trllllatomat1on lIethod tor 2-dimanaional (ber.tropio) eteoro­
iogicaI prediction. 

40 . 

J.~. Charn87 I RJohn's report entlt11d 'The Fourier transformation ••• 
prediction' baa never ::JMIl publiahed to ., kDOv1ecl&e. 
HOV8Y*r, v. dId ua. the .etbod in a joint PIPer enUt1ed 
'm-erical intlllration of tl'B baratropic vortioity &qUl/.­
tion' which appeared in rell.us. Vol 2, 0 4. 1950. In tbia 
paper the .ethod 18 aet forth in detail; hence I see no 
point in publ1sb:1na tlw N':)ort . " 

Desoription ot the contomal ~f ethod tor the in~egration ot partial 
IDterentlaI Wuation qat... t 1+2 ind!penctent variao1es. Dec 16, 
195~J 8. 1 51.. 

yarioua tOr.'lle ot the "aelaxation athad." IiPr. 9. 1951. 
C 

. 1' . Ooldatin •• nJyN and I ".re vr1 tin& s pa.:>er on tb1.. It hu not been 
publ18hed and abould not be as it. stands-there are errore 
in 1t . .. 

23H 

21 
n 
6r and 
lH 

17T and 
161l 

30Tand 
311 

1711 
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1952 

, 1952 

195) 

• 

No. ot 

la . The Theory of Aut ata, C~s . I and II (about 1952) . "12t 
Original twescript. and photostat ot typescript ('IIPPosedly reT1sion ot 161T 
aboye IIlIllUscript?) written later, plUII 105 t'1gur8ll. 24/i 

F. J. ~aTI "rhe major objeotiYes or photostat. was to taekltJ the prob-
le .entloMd on p. 29 of iJeneul end La ioal Theop: of 
Automata . J'rora p . 31 of photoolltat;one infers tGa hela 
d18euasins the construotion ot autOlUta in 2 dimensions, 
and thi' one ties in .d th t .tat4l!llent. in Chap . I, p . 7 
and 8 of Theory of Autauta concerning the conltl'uction of 
uto at. end l!!paCi. ()l p . 49 of pboto.tat, .,ec . 1\), the 
t!rat J par&&l'aphll indic'lt.e hb general purpo8e . 'bould 
bs read in aonjunction with General and Loglctll fhe0f1., of 
AutOlllata. f'hotost.at 18 technical discussIon behlDd -
,enerlll atat.ents of t.hat paper. Considlll' photoatat. yary 
yalu':'le if the proof has been co.pleted . Sho\lld be YerT 
carefully •• aluated. " 

112. A paper vhich begins, ftThe purpase of thh Pliler 18 to find a rapidly con- Jan 
Yerg1na iteratiYe .. thod for the solution of linear equation ~stema ••• • • 

.\H'I'I "A cl')py of thil ex1atll in Los Alamo. and is the bula of an ex-
tesb. oCllllPutation .. de by Blair for IItropoli.. A report on 
th.U cCllllPutat1<:<n 1. being written and tM.' runUIICript may becOIIe 
an t;l.,endU to that rll;lort . · 

4) . Rot.,11 on the photon-dbequlibrlwa-!1Ij?Ut1cstion 8ch_. tlept 16, 19,3. 

•• Teller (in Itr to Am' 2/6/SiJ) I flJOhnny yon )/eaaann discussed the p..,er 
1n ~11eStioD with .. an actually it Val going to be a joint publica­
tion. I ... not. terr1!>17 happy ab~t it, hC7.rBY8r, and apart frca 
ariticisin, his tir,t dratI'.. I did not do much of .further wrk . 

'Johnn;r's auggesUon hall the merit ot eat IIpnd. n that tillS I 
had th. to"11nl that. it would Dot II very practical. I think thcrt. 
it would be perfectly all rilht to ioolude it in his papers essall"' 
tial17 in the tor. it nOlI' ill . It you vant rq help for sditing pur­
POilU I shall l:8 gIld t.o do eo. particularly it YOI1 lit JIll hue tlw 
caples with rq peno11ed reaar'<a. 

" oUban jud .... nt vould bll that it vould do no h&rll to forget 
&:lout. th paper . 'hat actioll you take sheuld d~end on the que.Uon 
ot vhethor you cml1der to,. lJUuutian &8 helpful and Wbethtlr you a1a 
at. a nall;y COB1Ol18 te IIIlI'VII7 ot Johnny' e. ,estions . Jobn111 took: this 
p0ll81b1l1ty quit. 'lIl'iously at the t~ and it co let.ane.e is your 
aL., 70U aust C3rtainl.y inalllde the amuscript." 

311 
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1953-54 44. M&. oranda pert-alnin(; to patlll1t obtained by- Jv'l and aSllaned to I . "1 •• re~ 
"results retardi,, · the use of e tal d10d8S for 'fi1;,-fio ' action 

litie_tlnt! etc. and ener or 'flIrs co u .&0. 
CO"f

Olle ff'" ) lat ,81'10 dtd 1l/17/53 
.\tt ebed , 

20<1 X8lIO dtd 12/3/53 
)reS· • 1/2<)/54 
4th H • 2/15/54 
ht~ached aanuaoript81 

5th emo dtd 3/5/54 

MS dtd 12/27/53-1/10/54 
• n 2/S/Su,.2jlJ/5u. 
• • 2/13/54 
• " 2jl4/SI.t 
n • 2/l4/51.t 

Induotanee Srltahin 11 
an 1,s. 

(3) The u .. of nat-linear induotanoes and ellP801tane88 as 
o C onon s .it.h art ar 

1 •• 

9. 

(4) • [2nd nreion] Title. ~:on-l1naar oGpacttance or 
inductance .witching, 5'U!y1.ng and IIIUOry oayieee (Harah 
1954). 

Tran8cript (1nccap18te) of tll,o)e recordill6 of Jv l ep .. ch bued cn (1)-(u.) 
abave at I. • • atson Lab. (APr 29, 1954). f lnelu<M. discussion period 
also. ] 

o. ot 
Pa~ 8 .. 

3T 
95a 
all 
511 

35 
3:11 
3 

100 
41\ 
3H 

77T1. 
61. 

71T 

7lr 

OT 

I.H. Gold.tine. "Hurd told .. that th1a has not been published by r. ) .1'I . 
It is, however, in extr;a!Mly rouah ehape." 

1954 45. MS on Taylor InstabUlt, prob18111. Paper begin" "Ita "ish Lo dUouae and 4lH 
.. t up rOtr IlliIIIsricii caloUlation an Ideal gu noll' in a two-sullateoe 

19511 

1955 

,y-stem, nth glidUl,s permUted along the interface. Sbockl _a7 develop, 
th.., Y1ll be treat d with a pseudo-Yiscosity. lodJ foroea may- be present. 
The IAcrang1Cl treatll\8nt will be us d. .. •• 

Peper oontains an error in U. stat_SIlt or the bourula1"7 cOIId1t.1on on P. 
22, in that 11:; 11 said that the nOl'!llal 0CIIIPonsnt. of aceeleration (aic, 
not n1oelty) is continllOUS across tl» boundary. 

116, ICnowledflS and ita ~hoclsl tbe&:hya1cal ee1ence.. Tali.t Unity- of 
kilov18dge cOiil' " aen floose t. 27-30, 1954. 

The Computer and the 9rain (Silliman lectures ), Yale U. 
Press, 1958. 

liT 

76T 
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1. 

III b . 

land~ and/or Muc . Jiotes (not to b. pllblishad) 

J.l An ine~al1tt concerning rational functions ot non-Hermitean aatrices. 
ito. b on ibl1os . 

cr . 

S. ochn.r. ",Iotas t.o buic prop.rti •• on oparatora-not far advanced . " 

J . 2 (;perator theory. na1,..18 . Lattice •• 

S, ~oehn~r. ·Cuculat.i' DIS ot ep.cial things to oparators--or no conar 
quanc • • n 

3.3 On generaliaed t.rlx-alsebru .Ult a un! u. trace. 

' .J. urrayl -This is the ba,1nninc ot an etl'ort to aot.bat.e t.h. who1. 
rin&. of operator th.ory. Unrortunate1.v it ill far too 
incampl.te to be or &QJ U ••• • 

3.1l Millo . pap.r3, includinc tabla of OOllHnta of thelli •• 

3.5 Aleph- ool.an alg.bra aanullcript . 

3.6 RandOlll notelll on group theory. topology' 

3.7 Randolll notelll OIl f\lDctional lip acell • 

3.8 On Alt.mative Syst.s ot Logioll . (Introduotion onl7.) 

3.9 S1!IIp11t1ad trea .nt of Leb ... que-t;ype .... uur. theCry, bued on t.he open sete . 

S. ehner.· o~. on .xpository l.ctur_probaoly ot no 'falue." 

3.10 'otas on operator th.o~ and ~antum eohanics. 

S . :lochner, "Evid.nt.ly notee ab.orced in other t'1lDl .... 

3.11 otell ot a discu1l810n with P. Post and J. Tuclc 1/9/'5). (J'rapent., not pU:llishable 
ae such--Afn') 

3.12 Notion of measur •• (Note' for other paper., discussions, ate.) 

3.13 Killc . notllll on Tari(JQ.8 proill8111S such u nuaer1cal analyaill and code. tor us 'ng 
OOn! uter o 

3.14 Ltr dtd L/lt/50 t.o l.ortbrop Aircra!t reI applications of .doida-11ke machines, 
in particular one with a tnndulental operatIon of II.8.trlx multiplioation . 
(To o •• t.udied in detan with vi ... to .odem cOll\iJuterG--AI1T) 

3 .15 NOr1!lal ayeteTu {d,DB' J an' continuous geotll'ltr1.es. (Hillol . 
notes 
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• 

Rando.,. md/or -lisc. ot.ea - cant' d. 

3.16 ',attic.. Dd dimensioD. (Preliminary not s on CODt . 

3.17 Perfol'lllanoe .t&tlatica for eteorology • 

.3 .111 NIAC o.uculat.1ona in Haroh-AprU, 1950. 

m. 1935. ) 

r(vNI .ijriginal IIWlUIIcript for !'1rst lIIetaoro1oa;y IIlGChin. calcula~ion 
bT Jv~." 

2. 

3 .19 G~ne al relativity. antu"l Mechanici. (Am' vanta to study these in great 
<tatill. ) 

3.20 Diec asian at a - ,e:'I. a > 0 real, s complu. 

3.21 ~tabll1ty ot tinite differenoe ao~e for wave equation in 2 variables. 

II •• Colc!st1nel • lIbetence ot thia IIppeara in Callable 'book ... not now 
original .. terial •• 

3.22 ,:otea on ~odynando. with .nary !:.}uati.on and IIlcment\llll equat.ion r.avirs ·svurce" 
tema • -

3.23 anarks Oll solutions of stationary rlscolW fiov. 

C. kart, "This It/ok. 11ke oleell 1Bli or aoaet 
aaotions in LamQ'a I~dynamics. " 

81.m1lar. cr. with 

) .2L Algebraic t.reatll1 nt of 3 IIhock con!1{;Urations for ""u incidence MId re­
neotid ahackll. (Siiiill notebook) 

) .25 Use of olnnt to ret all out of sand. Conformal IlIBPping proble!!!. (f.elated 
to vork done tor Cart l' au ~o • 

.3 .26 Codillf IICheme tor the " oiaeuille-!lolf IItallll1ty" proble • (191;'3) ( .. sults 
of oalculat1oo referred to bare lIay h VII been pu.:>118hed by i-eurill and/or 
Lin--AliT) 
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9 April 1958 

I'!lIIIorandum to I'lr. Morgan I 

This "ill authorize you to charge our Office of 
Naval Research oontraot Nonr 1358 (06) and PAY'Dr. Taub 
the sum of $5So. This is a consulting fee for eleven 
days, at the rate of '50. a day, "hioh Dr. Taub spent 
in January, March and April of this year on the preparation 
for publication of the von Neumann papers. 

Robert Oppenheimer 
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I 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS April 8, 1958 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer : 

Enclosed please find a statement of 
have spent working on the von Neumann papers 
periods January 22-27 and March 31- April 8. 
essentially my bill for my consulting fees. 

the time I 
during the 
This is 

I am attaching herewith copies of the trip 
reports, describing the work I have done during these 
periods. 

Am': esg 
Enclosures 

Dr . R. ~penheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Sincerely yours, 

A. H. Taub 
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t 

For time spent preparing von Neumann papers for publication : 

1958 ~s 

January 22-27 5 

March 31-Apri1 8 6 

TOTAL 11 

C.4~ 
A. H. Taub 

esg 

April 8, 1958 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 35 / von Neumann, John / Publication of Collected Works - Correspondence with A. H. Taub 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



C 
Op 

• 

Y 

Trip Report 

INSTITUTE FCR ADVANCED STUDY 
Princeton, New Jersey 

C 0 

January 22 - January 27, 1958 

During the period January 23-26 inclusive, I was at the Institute 

for Advanced study working on the von Neumann papers . On January 22 

and January 27 I was enroute to and from the Institute . While at the 

Institute I spent time on 

time . 

rdt 

1. getting acquainted with the von Neumann file, 

2 . corresponding wi th various people regarding material in 
thes e files, 

3 . conferring with H. H. Goldstine con::erning mllterial relating 
to computers, 

4. conferring with A. W. Tucker and O. Morgenstern regarding 
material having to do with Ga)IIe Theory, and 

5. checking various reprints . 

The tue spent on item 5 was a very small percentage of the total 

A. H. Taub 

March 12, 1958 

py 
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'" I' j 

Trip Report 

INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
Princeton, New Jersey 

March 31 - April 8, 1958 

During this period I consul ted with Mrs. von Neumann on March 31 
in Washington on matters related to the publication of the von Neumann 
papers . I received additional material from her which was placed in the 
von Neumann files . 

The period April 2 to April 8 was spent in Princeton working on the 
material in the files . Some of the material that might be pUblished was 
tentatively listed under the follOwing categories I 

DeSign of Computers and Theory of Automata 
Game Tbeory and Econanics 
Hydrodynamical and Related Reports (including meteorology) 
Numerical Analysis and Computation 
speeches and General Articles 
statistics and Applied Statistics 

Copies of the lists are being made. 

In addition, some material in the files was studied in some detail 
and summaries of the contents of various manuscripts were written . 

Arrangements were made for having copies made of some manuscripts 
having to do with relativity theory. These will be studied with greater 
care away from Princeton . 

l\ . H. Taub 

esg 

April 8, 1958 
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University of Illinois DIGITAL COMPUTER LABORATORY 
L l I .{ 168 EngineerIng Research laboratory • URBANA, ILLINOIS 

March 18, 1958 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer, Director 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

Thank you for your letter of March 14 . I am 
hoping to spend the period April 2 to April 7 at the 
Institute working on the von Neumann papers . I shall 
probably arrive on the evening of April 2 and leave some­
time in the afternoon of April 7. I would very much 
appreciate having a chance to talk to you an April 3. 

Your suggestion regarding a consulting fee 
is quite acceptable to me for the occasional visits 
I am presently able to make to the Institute. However 
in case it becomes necessary and feasible for me to 
have a more extended stay at the Institute, I would 
not be able to afford it under such an arrangement 
since my present salary at the University of Illinois 
is $16,000 for the academic year . 

I am looking forward to seeing you soon. 
Best regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

A. H. Taub 
ART/hc 
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lh areo'! 1958 

Dear Dr. Taub: 

Thank you for our note of arch 12th. 
Your 9 g~estion about sr,J8nsss and fee for 
your vil!it last January sedmS to me 
co"lpletel.f right. I should think a 50. a 
~ consulting fee would see odest and 
appropriate. but I II1II Jite open to counter 
9 esti ~ns . 

I look forward to seeing you in early 
April, and we can ge t ev rything settled 
then. 

Very sincerely, 

Robert Opoenhei"ter 

Dr . A. Taub 
igi tal COIIIpU ter bora tory 

Jniversit;y of nlinois 
'rbana, Illinois 

cc : "rs . von leu~ 

' r . organ 

NOTE TO HR . HORGAN : Dr . Taub suggested that expenses and consulting fee 
for his January visit should be charged to the ONR 
contr act with Institute for von Neumann publicati on . 
He will submit a travel account t o us . 
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• 
University of Illinois DIGITAL COMPUTER LABORATORY 

co 168 Engineering ReJearch laboratory . URBANA, ILLINOIS 

March 12, 1958 

Dr . Robert J . Oppenheimer, Director 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, l'ew Jersey 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer: 

The enclosed memoranda constitute the summary of ~ work at the 
Institute during the period January 23- 20, 1958, which I referred to 
in ~ letter of February 4, 1958. 

I think you will agree wi th me that !DO st of my time was sp ent on 
work pertai:dng to unpublished documents rather than work connected with 
the repUblication of already published material. 

I feel that the publisher of the von Neumann papers should be 
charged for editorial work connected with publication of already published 
material or material. already prepared for pUblication . The only item 
listed in the trip report which is of this sort is item 5, and this 
represents a small fraction of the time I spent in Princeton . 

I would therefore suggest that the expenses for this trip be borne 
by the OilR contract . I did not think I would make t '1is suggestion when 
we tal~ed about this matter early in January. If you agree to this , I 
shall return i·,axwell ' s consulting fee to him ald submit my travel account 
to the Institute . 

I should like to discuss with you the question of an Institute (ONR) 
consulting fee for time I spend in Princeton working on the von Neumann 
papers. If it is convenient to you and your staff, I should like to spend 
part of t Le first ,,,eek in April at the Institute liorking on the von Neumann 
files . Perhaps we could discuss this question then. 

I hope you a~ree that my proposal for distributing the charges on 
this publication project is a reasonable one, and its a9plic tion to the 
p~st trip is also reasonable . I am looking forward to receiving your 
comments . 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
Abe Taub 

rdt 

Enclosures 2 

CC: 111's . Klari von Neumann 
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Trip Report 

I NSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
Princeton , New Jersey 

January 2? - J enuG.ry 27, 195$ 

During the period January 23- 26 inclusive, I was at the Institute 

for Advanced Study >lorking on the von Neumann papers . On January 22 

and January 27 I was enr oute to and from t'le Institute . While at the 

Institute I spent time on 

time . 

rdt 

1. getting acquainted "lith t he von Neumann file , 

2 . corresponding ,lith various people regarding material in 
these files , 

3 . conferring "lith H. H. Gol dstine concer ning material relating 
to computers , 

4 . conferring with A. W. Tucker and O. Horgenstein regarding 
material having to do wi th Game Theory, and 

5. checking various reprints . 

The time spent on item 5 was a very small percentage of the total 

A. H. Taub 

March 12, 195$ 
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Memorandum on the von Neumann Scientific Papers 

by 

A. H. Taub 
February 11, 1958 

1. On the basis of various visits to the Institute for Advanced 

Study during which I worked on the von Neumann files I estimate that 

there is publishable material for about six volumes of 500 pages each . 

Four volumes ,1i11 contain papers published by von Neumann before 

1940. 

Two volumes >lill consist of : 

a ) P'P ers published s.:.t\ce 1940; 

b) Government and other re:)orts . 

2 . This pUblication >li11 not contain all the technical unpublished 

material left by von Neumann of scientific interest. There are various 

fragmentary notes , preliminary drafts of unpublished papers and early 

versions of published papers . I recommend that these be collected , 

catalogued and kept in the Institute for Advanced St.udy library . They 

Sl lOuld be made available to scholars acceptable to this Institute . 

The catalogue should be published either >lith the volumes mentioned 

above or separately. If possible , various people should be asked to 

write s. 'ort r,·vie';s of the items in the catalogue . These reviews should 

be similar to those written for I!athematical Reviews . 

3 . The above listing of material does not contain i terns such as : 

a ) published books, 

b ) wimeographed lecture notes , 

c) notes on Continuous Geometry, 

d) a manuscript on Automata for which there is a co:,~'1ittment 
to the University of Illinois Press . 

4 . Publication of the four volumes under 1 (a) could proceed almost 

immediately . However, some items were missing from the bouncl set of re­

prints in the Institute for Advanced Study libraI7 . These were iteIlllJ 6 , 

13, 22, 36, 37 and 39 in tee typed BibliograpJ1Y of John von Neumann . 

Mrs . Gorman was given clues as to where these may be found . 
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Memorand1.UU on the von Ne1.UUann Scientific Papers (cont ' d . ) 
February 11 , 1958 
Page 2 

5 . The preparation of the material r eferred to under 1 (b) for 

publication involves going over in great detail all the technical 

manuscripts of von Ne1.UUann . It is a task that will take an amount of 

time that I cannot nOl'l estimate . I ,-rould guess a year or so . The per­

formance of the task will do a good part of the ''Iork necessary to carry 

out the recommendations made in section 2 . 

Harch 12, 1958 
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Un£versity of Il linois DIGITAL COMPUTER LABORATORY 

(. II ""' ( 168 Engln •• rlng Re • .arth Laboratory . URBANA. ILLINOIS 

Febronr:' 4, 1958 

Dr . Robert J . Oppenheimer 
The Institute for Mvo ced Study 

. Princeton, lJe Jersey 

Dear Or . Oppenheimer : 

This letter m~ clarify H.e messaGes I left with !·.rs . Hob. n . 

I "topped ir. ~;ashinft'r> or ~ way Lome from rinceton e.nd le~rned a 
number of tbings th"t may interest you . Or . Rigby, Or. ,ieyl ' s successor 
as head of the }:athen.atics Branc!. of Olill said that a letter was on its 
wE3 to you which stated that Ue von NeumlUln public"tion ~roject had olm 
scientific epprov[l ""ld tl ' 'J,e CQntr3-ct r eop:'.e >10 lId nt. rt \'.Orl in" on 
the tr<lnsfer of funds s, ,0) • 

Or . Cober, of NSF sud tr,t t if a proposal sir,ilar to the' nede to 
Ol.a were subLitted to hill, Lc thougr,t t),"t it would receive favorable 
tre2trr.ert 'Lnd that funds will be available beginnint July 1, 1958 . I 
thinK it might be wise to beein neGotiation. with NSF ir c se the project 
grv\ls or in case ONR i~ not able to support it fully . 

un IiY return to Urb.ona, I found t>O) letters from Perg'lIDOn PreE-s . One 
from !tax.·ell in Londun dated J"nunry 18, .md one froll! hiss J:illar in New 
York d, ted January 22 . In the first, l.axwell explair:ed tl,&t, he had been 
ill, tic t he was behind in his work and that he has not yet composed my 
letter of aFPointment . However, he agreed to paying my consultation fee 
for relY lest visit . Indeed !·.iS6 l:illar ' s letter did con"ain a check for 
this feE and pest travel e:>qenses . 

In view of Klari von NSUI:le.nn ' s reservations ag2inst cr.arginL items to 
Per amon Press before ti.e situation witl, t hem is clarified, ~d even after , 
for fear thi~ \n.l:' be used to increase the price of the bool:s , I f~ pre­
F".red to return the consultation fee to LE.XWell . 1 -m re dy to abide by 
any agreen.ent tkt you und Klai reach, s t \fhat -hould be chilr£ed to Per­
ganlon fress am what sr.uuld be charged to the Institute, that is, OIai . 

On ~ return tc UrLana I shall write a sun1T.lB.ry of ~ work t Princeton 
and send you 1). cCFY . This r,.,y hel): in deciding ,n,ether it is f'lir to assess 
charges against PerGamon Press for this tri) . I ShEll iJuld my expense 
account fo r a \lILle . 

I w:>uld al preciate any comments you may have . I shall be writine J..ax­
well next week. llith best regards , 

Si cerelJ '()ur:;." 

a.J..-~ 
A. I. . T1).ub 

rdt 
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2/3/58 

Telephone call trOlll Dr. Taubl 

1. He hu talked to people in ORR. 
and in hand8 of contracting officer. 

They- have paper "ork done, 
We should hear soon. 

(NOTE I lUke has recd ved a tOrlll letter from ORR aslrlllg tor 
tha tom statement that "e are not employing others outeide 
InlIt. as agent tor UII in this contract, etc. He is sending 
the .tatement to them) 

2. NSF has told Taub that if desirable the,. could probabl,. 
contribute. RO should write propollal. 

3. Mamil hu indicated willingnelll to ~ Taub'lI expenses; 
hal indeed lIent T. a chacko Taub is not cashing it, .. he knO"1I 
Mrs. "YOn Ne1m&lUl is "orried about ~1ng expen.e Ilone,. from 
Maxwell. He will check: with Mrs. T~li. and RO before doing 
anything. 

Taub _II about to lean for Lo. UDOII. Will be awa;y until 
end ot thi. "eak. He may telephone from LA Wedneada;r, or ml3" 
"ei t until tirllt of next "eek. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

ICHOOL OF MATIl D IATICS January 26, 1958 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer: 

I want to thank you and your staff for help I have reoeived 
on my present visit to Prinoeton to work on the von Neumann papers . 
I am leaving this evening for Washington where I hope to see Klari 
and to tell her about various things . While I am there I shall try 
to get ahold of ONR people and oheok with them on the status of the 
oontraot with the Institute . I hope that Pergamon Press will oarry 
my expenses for this trip . If it turns out that they will not be 
able to do so, I am afraid that I shall have to submit them to the 
Institute . I hope that they oan be oovered by the ONR oontraot . 

With many thanks and best regards. 

AHT :esg 

Dr . Rooert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Sinoerely yours, 

A. H. Taub 
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9 January 1958 

Dear Dr. Taubl 

w. are looking forward to seeing 
you on the 22:od. and expect every1!lng 
to be reaeV. 

Very sincerely, 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Dr. 1.. H. Taub 
Dig! tal Canputer Laboratory 
Universit.y of Illinois 
Urbana. Illinois 
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University! oj Illinois DIGITAL COMPUTER LABORATORY 
168 Engineering Research Laboratory • URBANA, ILLINOIS 

January 7 , 1958 

Dr. J . R. Oppenheimer, Director 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, ~le~[ Jersey 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer : 

I am presently placnin6 to spend the period 
January 22 to January 27 in Princeton to .lOrk on the 
von lleumann papers . I hope that this time is suitable 
for your staff, particularly brs . Gorman. 

I very much appreciate your earlier offer to have 
housing for me and hope that it will be possible for me 
to take advant;;.ge of this offer during the above period . 

I am planning to arrive on the afternoon of Jan­
uary 22, and to leave on the afternoon of January 27 . If 
it turns out to be desirable, I can and shall return during 
the latter part of the week of January 27 . 

I am looking forward to being in Princeton again . 

With best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

A. H. Taub 

AHT/rt 

cc : l·~rs . E. Gonnan 
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13 Deolllllber 1957 

Dear Abel 

I th1nk you ought to see this before 
it goes in. Please reel free to put 
rOlWard &IV ohanges that you wish. 

Humtll is coming to see me Wednesday 
morning. It mq be that I can do something 
construotive about your relations to the 
Pergamon Prees. 

Will you call me .. soon as you can on 
both thsse questions? 

Best greetingo, 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Professor J. . H. 'raub 
Digital Computer Laboratory 
UniverBi~ of Illinois 
Urbana, Illinoi8 

enclosure 
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University of Illinois DIGITAL COMPUTER LABORATORY 
168 Engln •• rlng Re.earch Laboratory . UIIANA, ILLINOIS 

December 5, 1957 

Dr . Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced study 
Princeton, Kew Jersey 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer : 

Thank you for your letter of December 2 . I share your 
concern "that neither the Government of the United States nor 
the Institute for Advanced Study relieve a publisher of his 
primary responsibility, r,or subsidize him in en operation which 
could conceivably be a source of profit to him" . 

I shall keep this problem in mind in II\Y dealings with 
the Pergamon Press and if I may, I would like to consult you 
on all matters connected with this problem . 

I have received a letter from Dr . Weyl of ONR out­
lining the form that a proposal should take . I noticed that 
you have received a copy of this letter . I shall be verJ happy 
to take any steus in connection with this proposal that you 
would like me to t"ke , :m:l I shall act as soon as I hear from 
your . 

With best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

a~ 
A. fl . Taub 

AHT!rt 
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2 December 1957 

Dear Dr. Taub: 

Thank you for your long letter of November 27th. I am most grateful 
to you for conununicatin3 with mm md NSF, and hope that I eMU hear 
from them 8S to the necessar.r steps. If we do not hear within a fen 
weeke, I shlil give t01ecn l\ nne. We can set up funds, if any, from 
ONR and NSF in such a wa:.r that there will be no red tape about charging 
items to them. 

lour last paragraph raises what seems to me a more solid question, 
and a greater difficu1~. As I see it, Pergamon's present function is 
to republish the alreaqy published work of von Neumann, which should be 
eet in order, and which ma;y require rather minor editing. This function 
is separats from that of preparing unpublished manuscripts for periodical 
publication, and/or for eV'lntual inclusion in a 8upplementary volllllle to 
be put out by Pergamon. It ie also separate from the pursuit of von 
Neumann's original classified documents, in the hope that some of them 
~ be declassified and republished. We at the Institute were initially 
prepared to undertake the first two of these three separate labors: the 
republication of published material and the periodical publication of 
appropriate POSthlllllOUS material. For the third, we are not too !'fell 
qualified. 

When Pergamon undertook the republication program, I gladly assented, 
but I believe that they should 8SS11J1111 full responsibili~ and full 
accountabili ~ for this. and that they should underwrite all expenses 
reasonably and directly chargeable' to it. What arrangemsnts they will 
then wish to make with the estate is not a matter in which the Institute 
should become involved •. On the other hand, we at the Institute should 
certainlJr be willing, with our own funds if necessBlY, or Government 
funds if that can be provided. to arrange for the publication and the 
editing and examination of Bll of the work of von Neumann which is not 
now accessible in the scientific literature • 

• 

J 
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I recognize that there ma,y be some difficulty in sharply dividing the 
coste of these two programs, nor does this concern me . I am concerned 
that neither the Government of the United states nor the Institute for 
Advanced Study" relieve a publisher of hill primary responllibility, nor 
subsidize him in an operation which could conceivably be a source of 
profit to him. 

With all good willhes, 

Dr. A. B. raub 
Digital Computer Laboratory 
Universi t;y or Illinois 
Urbana, Illinois 

"Robert Oppenheimar -

" 

• 

, 
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University of Illinois DIGITAL COMPUTER LABORATORY 
161 Engineering a.search Laboratory . U.BANA, ILLINOIS 

llovamber 27 , 1957 

Dr . J . R. Opperuleimar , Director 
The II"' t.itut~ for Adv~'1c.,d Study 
Princ~t _In, I ~. T J zr, ey 

De.r Dr . p.,enheimer: 

I am v r" lie se j th t '" 'er~ ~ble La s"t tooet r l"l~t. FridlJ' ani 
enjoy,d mr talk veq IT<lC . Since seei.:; you , I have written F . J . ,eyl 
or ONR md have tiil.ced to Leon Cohen of lISF. The II t ter sees no "iffi­
culty i~ NSF providin~ money su);>or ting HorK in connection ,dth the 
public 3.tlon of the von Neuma.nn p.lpers , and my letter to hi m, a copy of 
which is e. closed , is i ntended t o open the matter somewhat mor e r mall y . 

Ther e is a set of topics we did not discuss , 3.lld I would very much 
a:;>pr eciate your vie.is on them. I 'il!l r eferring to the quest.:.on of my 
responsibiliti es 'lnd associated authori t y Idth r espect to the three 
groups involved : (a ) the von 'eumann estate (Kl ari) , ( b ) the Institute 
and c) the Per g on Pr ess . I see the situati on as follOl·rs : 

Ny responsibili ty is t o gat he r, sel ect and edit (or have edited) 
var ious von iJeumann p~pers , reports and not otherwise committed manu­
script s for public ~tion by the Pergamon Pr ess . 

The t ravelling and misc ellJ.l1eous expenses of myself and others I 
may call upon i '1c <lrreci in connection with thi s ,;ork will be borne by 
the Institute whicl. i n tur n ( i t is hoped) will be at least partially 
r ei mbursed by DNR and liSF . 

I t may be desi r abl e t hat some peopl e be in r esidence at the Insti­
tut e i n connection with work on the von lleum:mn pa;,:>ers . They must , of 
cour se , be a cce::>t able to the Insti tute . The aski ngs fro:u O;lR and NSF 
should be large enough to help pr ovide fo r t he su ppor t of such peopl e . 
t the minimum, the support of one assi stant should be included in th e 

budget r equ ested . 

he r esul ts of the gat he r ing md editing ;d.ll be submitted t o 
.r s . von Heumann fo r approv 1 and then given t o Per gamon Press fo r 
publica t ion . The royal t i es , i f any , wil l go to the von lleumann estat e . 
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Dr . J . R. O~)enheimer 

l.ovenber 27 , 1957 

I hope that you are in agreement lrith the above st_tements and I 
l;oulJ a;:>;:>reciate your cO;nr:lents n the f ollo·. i nt; small but someti s 
troublesone ?oi nt . .~ len on', and l:.,;F do provide f unds they usually want 
a "9rincipal investizator" nd.: .. ej . This lrill ;:>reSUllLibl y be sOC.e.one fron, 
the Insti tut e . )oes your bookKee,lino system reC!Uire his si ),Hture on 
travel vouchers and "he lil:e? If s , lrill this create any ,ossible 
a<li{1,J.rdness? 

Do .fou 
I,SF provii' 
t. e estate? 

thilli( that t. ere is ~'Y conflict involvel in having ulH and 
e funis for a project ''';-uch ID2.y profit Perg ' on Press and 
If so , sbould h'lx.1ell be d.s.(ed to carI7 SOI:le of the ex:oenses? 

I = lookiwl forHard to , earing .fron you . ..i th best r egards , 

Sincerely you r s , 

., . H . Taub 

IT/rt 

~nclosure 1 
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Dr . J . R. Oppenheimer 

November 27 , 1957 

I hope t ha t you are in agr eement with the above st~tements and I 
would appreciate your comments on the follo\ling small but sometimes 
troublesome poi nt . ;/hen ONR and NSF do provide funds they usually want 
a "principal investigator" named . This will presumabl y be someone from 
the Institute . Does your bookkeeping system require his signature on 
travel vouchers and the like? If so , will this create any possible 
awk\o{ardness? 

Do you think that t here is any conflict involved in having ONR and 
NSF providing funds for a project which may profit Pergamon Press and 
t he estate? If so , should MaGao{ell be asked to carry some of the expenses? 

I am looking forlo{ard to hearing from you . ',ii th best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

A. H. Taub 

AHT/rt 

Enclosure 1 
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Novelllber :n , 1'157 

~r. !.eon W. Conen. Heaj 
I.hematickl vcience Division 

.1!1 
aabington 25, o. c. 

!Jaar Leon: 

I.. rUing to allk WI ... \' is the l> Bt. way to in! tiate 
ruqueat. tor funds tro. tll~ f.at.ional .. ciencs foundation 

in order t.o wpyort IOOrk .. t. t.he lnaU \..ut.. tor dvanced 
Stu.:l,y in connection wit.h t.he public tJ.on ot scientific 
p.opere of Jo n von Ii WJWln. Xou /1l:q know t.! I. the Ortie. 
ot 'av..... .08 ron car. SQ ,?l,y ""_ ti!llUlclal support. tor 
t.llia war" . low.vor , tor a nlllllblfr or rMODII 11. would ~ 
good if ~ .• 1t,3t could also cor,1.riblt ••• 

I It., loased to he r fro you tohat you voul C·ln­

sider a requetlt. for 110,000 fllr c pf I.Vtl ""'1'3 
reaeonable uoe IIlId OllO [or whic yuu cuul.1 foreaeo no 
dittioult1' In havillg ~1.ed. 

Please let. IDe or Dr. "enhe.lal.,r. ow What.. i!l the 
bast way or sl. rting t.his . 

ith best regards, 

::'lncsrel¥ yours , 

/\Iit/rt. 

cc: Ill' . J . R. C>l HmlJellller 

/ 
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/: ' CLASS OF SERVICE 

Th,. •• • ran mcss:a,c 
unlnt Itt deferred chu. 
ICIer Ia Indlcafe.! by .he 
pforef ."mbal. TELEGRAM 

W . P . MAR S HALL. " ..... IDCNT 

The filhu: lime .how" In tile J~IC I,ne on Jomnlic Idq;;nml is STANDARD TIME :11 J'Oinl of orl¥in. Time o f rccdpi II STANOARD T1ME I' !'lOin! or dc_unlnnn 

.• PA097 SA225 

S CXA 126 r~L PD ==CX URBAIIA ILL 18= :~7 .OV 113 PM 2 (J 

:D R J R OPPEflHE I '!IER l) D I RECTOR 

I rlS T !TUTE FOR ADVAflCED STUDY= PR I llCETOr,l rlJER : 

FTHAHK YOU FOR YOUR l'} r RE. I TOO PREFER FR I DA Y UORrl l r!G. 

CAli :JEET YOU AT YOUR COrlVENIEtlCE. URS GORUMl CAr.] TELL 

r.IE THE T r,lE BES T FOR YOU= 

A H TAUBo=-•. 

TH! CO .. tPANY W ilL APPRECIATE SUCI.OESTIOSS fROM I TS PATRONS CONI.."EItNISC I TS SERVi ce 
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~a;,;;;:t: $ WE S T E R N 
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 

Cheek thellluaof eenioed.esim; 
~:~ e'fl'illbe othe.nriae the I:JleIIaapI will be 

fullmt.D tclearam 8cntattb.rullrat.a 
S 

U N I ON 1206 1~5J FUll RATE TE.LEGRAM FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER E LETTER TELEGRAM 

~IGHT LETTER w. P. MARSHAL.L. ... ~It.IP':NT ~HIP RAOIOGRAM 

NO. WDS •• CL.. OF SVC. PO. OR COlL CASH NO. 

Thank you fOr your wire. 
you at your convenience. 
you. 

CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FlLED 

n/19 

I too prefer Friday morning. Can meet . 
Mrs. Gorman can tell me the time best for 

A.H. Taub 
• 
Urbana, ill. 
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/Qj1JMESTIC SERVICE INTERNATIONAl. SERVICE 

Cheek thec1A8l or euviC)lll dealnd ; $ WE S T-E R N Cbed: Lbe clutof aervice desired; 
ot.be.nn.o t.bQm~W' willbo 

Bent .... rullrnte tde;ram 
S 

U N I ON .. 06 10-5) 
FULL RATE TELE.GRAM 

DAY LETTER E 
-...,NIGHT LETTER r w .... MARSHAL~ PREIiI'DENT 

NO. WDS .. CL.. OF SVC. PD. OR COLl.. CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF 

s-IC"J~ '"~. ,wJtd lou.. fmm on ~ IutetJ. did are IurdrJ qrwJ to 

Mr. A.H. TauD 
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University of Illinois DIGITAL COMPUTER LABORATORY 
168 Engineerins Research laboratory . UnANA, ILLINOIS 

November 11, 1957 

Professor J . R. Oppenheimer 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Professor Oppenbeimer: 

I am sorry that I had to leave Princeton on November 6 
before we had an opportunity to discuss the publication of 
von Neumann ' s works. I have heard from Mrs. von Neumann about 
the advisability of our having such a talk and I am writing to 
ask if I could call on you at your office on the morning of 
Friday, November 22 or the morning of Saturday, November 23 . 
The reason for these particular days is that I have to be in 
the East about that time and have a family duty to do in 
Philadelphia on the afternoon of Friday, November 22 . I hope 
that one of these dates will be convenient for you . 

I am looking forward very much to seeing you again. 
With best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

A . H. Taub 
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