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Born Decorah, Iowa, June 24, 1880

Biographical

on of An r w A a Kir ti (Hou en) Veblen

J egr es: A. B., Unlv r 1ty of Iowa, 1898
A. B., Harvard, 1900
Ph. D., Univ rsity of C ioa 0, 1903

HO OR : D. Sc., Oxford, 1929
Hon. Ph. D., Unive ity of Oslo, 1929
'Ion. Ph. D., u, 1933
Hon. D. Sc., Univ r ity of Chioa 0, 1941

Career: Associate in math matioa, Univ r ity of Chica 0, 1903-05
Preoeptor 1n th tice, 1905-10, Princeton University
profe or of Mathe tic, 1910-32, Princeton University
Professor Institute tor Advanoed Study, Princeton, 1932-50

Pro.essor emeritus sinoe 1950

Aotivitles: President International Co rees Mathe tioiana
held at rvard, 1950
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Captain and Major, Ordnano epart nt, U. S. Army,
1917-19

Chairman pby Ie 1 scl no • Natlonal Research Council,
1923-34

Fellow ~erican Academy Art and Sci n 8S, American
PhysIcal Sooiety, AAAS

Member NatIonal Aoa emy cienoee, American PhilosophIcal
Socl ty, American Mathematioal Sooiety (Pres. 1923-24),
Mathem tical A sociation ot merica

Honorary mDmb r 10 on Ma hematioal ooiety, Ciroolo
M th tico i Palermo, ooi6t Math6matique de
~anoe (han. • bureau)

Foreign oorr., Aoademl~Nacional de Cienolas . aotas,
Lima, P ru

Han. fellow, Royal Sao., Edinburgh
Me er Royal Iriah Aoademy (D partment of Scienoe

-~Foreign emb r Royal Dan! h Academy at Scienoea;
Poli h Aoademy Soiences and Letters, Acoademia dei Lanoei;
Kni~t, 1st Class, Royal Order at St. Olav (Norway)

ArM1-Havy Certificate of Merit, 1948
H e princeton, New Jar ey ~
~~l~ Who In America, Volume 27, 1952-l9~3
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1924­

~BLE • O.

FLEXNE • A,

COOLIDGE. PROF, J. L.

( NOTES)

Biographical

3/14

Vebl n to Flexner. at General Education card. 61 Broadway.
New York Oity.

Veblen says Cooligge has written him that he would like
to have Flexner and Veblen take lunoh with h1m at the Harvard
Club. 27 West 44th Stree. New York City. some t1me oonvenient
to both Veblen and Fl&xner. Coolidge wants to talk over with
Flexner questions about the KIt Amerioan Mathematioal Sooiety
and this is a subject whioh I have v 17 muoh on m::r mind at
present. s~s Veblen.

Flemer replie•• March 17. and s ts the dat for Maroh 26.
and he is to be host. The next d~. Maroh 18. he has to
write to Veblen putting oft the date to Maroh 2S or Maroh 27.
28. or 29.

Finally. they met atter some contusion on Frid a:y at
12:.301 apparentl~:kk~ sinoe there is no indication

. ,...
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they did not, and this was the d te finally set by
Plexner in a letter or Maroh 24, 1924.

V File, "Flexner, Abraham"

"... ,..
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RmLER, w.

S'nWAR'1', W.

WARREN

HImANI, D.

F1UNKFURTm, r.

BAM.BIi:ROER, L.

BAMBERGER, B.

VEBLEN, O.

SCHOOL or ECONCIfICS " POLITICS

BOARD OF mUS'l'EES

Interrle. with Flexner 11/3/55

Biogl'8phioal

Acadelll1c Or~tion

Corporation
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P II'll: TON lJ IV mSITY

• Ie

MATHEMATICS

BHlm8TONE, A LEN

, .
IS NHut

,du tional Institutions

Aoade 1c Aotiviti 8

Blogr ph1eal

Interview w1th Prore Bar Allen hen ton. May 23. 1956.

iled in Vertic F11e und r henatone Interviews.

Interview .1th Prof Bor Shenatone. 5/23/56
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1930 _ I Cot 3,.

0EBLEN, o.

GENEML

POLICIES

Biography

Acada~c Personnel

Administration

Early oorrespondence between Dr. Fle xner and Prof. Veblen reveals the great importanoe
of Veblen's role in the setting up of the Institute and Fle:mer's sense of luxury in
being able to disouss, and apparently to reach conclusions hannoniously with Prof. Veblen
on proposed policies and strategies. Refe~ to Fle xner' s early correspondence with
Dean Eisenhart, Departlllent of Mathematics, Princeton University, reveals that he was
never as olose to the Dean as to Veblen, and that sinoe Veblen came from Eisenhart's
Department the Institute he was the pivot on whioh the happy relationship between the
two institutions swung.

Fle:mer's first letter to Veblen was written on Jan. 21, 1930 when he notes that Veblen
was quoted in the Times as having said that "America still laoks a genuine seat of
learning and that Amerioan academic work is inferior in quality to the best abroad."
Flexner agrees and asks Veblen for a oopy of the speeoh. (A. Flexner to Prof. Veblen,
Jan. 21, 1930. FUe IV-2l, vault)

,
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'\,
Veblen replies regretting that his remarks were made extemporaneoUBly and without notes,
the occasion being a request by the National Research Fellowship. It was a speeoh about
the research professorships then recently established and related indications of treating
scientific research as an end rather than a by-product. He confesses to quoting an
epigram of a young English mathematician: "the difference between cambridge and Princeton
is that Cambridge is a seat of learning whereas Princeton is an educational institution."
Veblen is willing to substitute any other American institute for Princeton. He lilludes
to the scientific fund "which we owe largely to you and your colleagues on the General
Education Board." Together with Princeton's new mathermatics building "which is going
to be devoted entirely to research and advanced instruction" as being in the line of the
"mathematics institute" which he has"minllld. (Veblen to FJexner, Jan. 24, 1930. Ibid.)

~

Flexner then asks '~at would American scholars and scientists do if some fellow or some
foundation set up a 'sure enough I institute of learning?Is it a necessity to carry the
millstone of a college about the neck of the graduate shcool?" (Flexner to Veblen,
Jan. 27, 1930. Ibid.)

.. ""-'t~•• no f
Not~ until June was the first 1ahmheien of the Institute made p . bJ e apparently, for
Veblen notes it and says wisely "I realize now what you Ja..-G\li-) •••uj were thinking
about when you wrote to me last January." He expresses the wish that the Institute might
locate itself in Princeton so that there might be mutual interchange of the facilities
of the university/!.nd that they might be made available. (Veblen to FleXller, June 10, 1930.
Ibid.)

1,,--

..
~" "

.-:

..
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To this Flexner responds tardily because he had been away in Europe: "it seems incredible
but the faot is that this whole develoIJllent has taken place since the first of March.
My letter in January was due to the fact that I was getting ready for publication of the
Rhodes Lectures on universities." As always the two men exchange urbane greetings.
(Flexner to Veblen, June 7, 1930. Ibid.)

There is a break in the correspondence here with Veblen endeavoring to renew it at the
year's end. He writes on Dec. 23 that he hopes Princeton is still a possible site: "the
oommunal back-ground for it would be good, and if you do not desire to build everything
complete at first, the promises of a new group of scholars would make the gaps in your
group less important. But, of oourse, what generally interests me is that it would
strengthen our efforts to make this university, to some extent, a seat of learning."
(Veblen to Flexner, Dec. 23, 1930. Ibid.)

Flexner went to Princeton in January; there is no reoord of what transpired. Subse~uently

Veblen evidently, at Flexnerts request, gives the latter a long~and written.lette~on his
proposals which Flexner aoknowledges and says he is taking to Canada along with others on
the same subjeot to read and reflect upon with the greatest cars. '''1 see, though I am sure
less olearly than you dO, the difficulties inhersnt in any form of management. We could
in this oountry adopt either the German or the English system in its entirety. I wonder
if we oannot evolve s anething new, namely, a board consisting of (1) a few men of affairs
who would be interested in finanoing the institution, (2) a group of scholars holding
important posts in other institutions, (3) a similar group of professors in the Institute
itseU. Would not three such groups check and stimulate one another?

" y:s l_~ ~ IlL • ".Su.. C"''tc\4Lh..Jl ~........\.l./ I ~I (.u,b.... .;;>.~. ,,->
\, .
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"I should propose to put the director on a par with the professors as to salary,
social position, and everything else."

"AS I wish the institutlHon always to be small, the influence of the academic
groups shoUld be decisive."lr (Italics added. Fiexner to Veblen, June 25, 1931, Ibid.)

In the several months which follow there is scant correspondence remaining out of what
most have been fairly frequent interchanges of ideas. In July they discuss academic
calendar and Flexner finds it difficult to arrange a satisfactory calendar because of the
difficult summers which cut shont the fall semester, with the long spring period cut short
by the Easter vacation and the onset of summer. (Flexner to Veblen, July 16, 1931. Ibid.)

H."Joo + V
On December 9, 1931 Fle.xner sllt!lljtted his confidential report of September 26th I .........
Sll d to the Trustees at the meeting on October 13, 1931, and asks for Veblen's comments.

Veblen agrees with the memorandum but raises a danger signal. He does not believe that the
desirability of going ahead in a particular field is dependent upon meeting "the right man".
He says that there are sufficient..: S good men so that a man of the right sort can be
secured. "For example in mathematics, if you cannot secure the man whom you have picked
out and whom I agree is the best first choice, there are a number of others wo are surely
as good and who may, in fact, be better." He thinks that Johns Hopkins might "have held
out longer if deparbnents had not so often been built around one man." Veblen also warns
Flexner not to be "so afraid as you some times seem to be of 'the dead hand'. Your program
is experimental only in its details. The general idea is perfectly conservative and is
regarded as sound by every competent judge." (Veblen to Flexner, Dec. 15, 1931, Ibid.)

\Jl h

")..... e..,.") \~I ,~Pt ('J,.~ •

'0::/"

'.

,.
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s
Flexner to Veblen - Dec. 16, 1931.

Flexner replies with a maxi~ of President Gilman that every generation needed a new
start but that he did not take this too seriously. Then he adds ''Whenever you know your
Californla address, let me have it .••You have been so kind and so helpful that - will you
believe it - you even haunt my dreams, for the other evening, while I was probably sleeping
soUJ!ldly, I had a conference with you, though the next morning I was unable to recover any
part of it."

Veblen to Flexner - Jan. 1, 1932

" listened to a paper by Birkhoff in ew Orleans and am more than ever convinced that
your choi e is a good one. He evidently has a lot of genuine mathematics in him yet."

Flexner to Veblen - Jan. 4, 1932

"Thank you very much for yours of the 1st. Should anything occur to you in the
course of your travels that has any bearing whatsoever upon our project, please let me
have the advantage of it for I lean upon your judgment, experience, and sympathy.

"I am delighted that Birkhoff's paper was so excellent. I have not yet reached
the point of a final choice and shall not until I have had another opportunity of speaking

with you, which I shall seek when I reach the Coast.
II at

<,
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No further correspondence until April when Veblen goes to Europe.

Veblen to FleXIleI' - Apr. 24, 1932, from Friedlanderweg, G6ttingen

Veblen wrote that Birkhoff had advised him that he had declined Flexner's offer, with
Birkhoff's wi..le advising Veblen that Birkhoff was deeply disturbed over the decision.

He wrote also that he had seen weyl who he thinks ''woLtld not be averse to the move but
his wife is very well satisfied with her position here .•. " Furthermore, the eyl's are
not disturbed with the political situation even though Hitler is predicted the winner at
the elections here that very day.

Apparently lexner met Veblen and Weyl in Gtlttingen afterwards since there is a lack of
correspondence until June 2nd when he informs Veblen from Hamburg that a member of his
wife's family has died and his plans are disarranged. He informs Veblen that he is
writing Professor Weyl "the details of the recommendation that I am prepared to make to
the Board if he is willing and shall send you a copy. This will give him the time
necessary for careful conslderation and consLtltation with the Berlin authorities.

"As to you, nry mind is clear. If }Iiss Jones and Professor Eisenhart interpose
no obstacles which hinder you, I shall on hearing affirmatively from.,;x recol1ll1l9nd
your appointment on the followin(> terms I ••• "

Institute "Salary $15,000, - 5'10 to be contributed by you and an additional 5% by the
to a retiring allowance fund;
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1
"Retirement at 65, unless extended by mutual consent, on pension of $8,000;

"Pension of $5,000 to your present wife, should she survive you;

"Sabbatical year on full salary every seven years;

''Your service to ilegin next fall, though the :b>s'kU Institute cannot expect to
operate until the fall of 1933.

"All other details to be left in ~eyance, until I return to American and see
what the financial situation is:' (Yesterdays Frankfurter Zeltung contained an extract
from a speech by Senator Reed that was very dark.)

II II

Flexner to Veblen - June 4, 1932

" ... r have a feeling that you ought to postpone writing to Eisenhart until r have ~self

seen him, r cannot tell you how anxious I am that every step r take shall be marked by
the utmost courtesy and consideration for you and for those at Princeton and elsewhere
who have been so largely interested in the Institute and who have helped me so freely
and generously."

On June 6th Flexner quotes Veblen "Feuer unt Flamme dafttr" and notes that the information
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is highly confidential and Einstein must straighten the things out with l1illtken with
whom he "has no definite understanding but who rather expects him to come again ..• "

Veblen has asked that the Institute take over the salary of Vanderslice, his assistant,
($1,000). Flexner assures him that details like "secretary, books, publications, wi.ll be
provided for ••. "

On Jme 18th, 1932 Veblen says "Your news from Berlin/~f~ is very excitinG and you must
feel that ••.you are returning with a good 'bag'." Be reports weyl' s situation as apparently
favorable.

On June 22nd Flexner cables Veblen "Arrived yesterday Saw Eisenhart today Approves
enthusiastically Will cable you himself after communicating with a«kj_1 acting President
Duffield."

On iJune 28th Veblen writes Flexner " •..The first problem of cooperation between the Univer­
sity and the new Institute that occurs to me is that of making it clear that membership
in either one is no obstacle to getting a good job in the other. e shoClld not let a
situation arise in which a young man would hesitate to come to one of the Princeton
institutions for fear of missing a better chance in the other later on ••. "

On June 30th Flexner to Veblen. l:.isenhart and Duffield were most cordial"
honored that we are ~ beginning with one of their men among others.

It .., ..

they feel

, .
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As to the financiAl ~ituation " ..• e are in perfectly sound condition; buc the general
feeling in town is glooll\Y beyond anyt.hing I have ever known. j;obody seems to know what
will happen, ••• II Ci'..Lt ing the danger of go.i.nl; off the gold standard which appears passed
he continues " •••However, I wish to play safe and noc at the outset to under cake a bUdget
exceedin6 one-third of the income upon which it now seems that we may confidently count.
This will enable us to take ca e of yOll, JUnstein, and .eyl - should eyl accept - with
the ne essary assistants, assistance, etc .••

"Our contriblltion, in other words, will lbe made in two ways: (1) by the work
of the staff and stlldents; (2) by sending out Yollneer men of sllperior training to take
posts as they open up in other institutions •.• "

Veblen to Flexner from Berlin on July 7, 1932

weyl is treating with the hinisterium " ••• I have managed so far to say noChing except to
Weyl and Einstein. On our arrival here we found two letters from Mrs. Einstein and we
spent yesterday evening with the Einsteins and Dr. Jl'iaYer. It was interesting to find
that ..instein is strong for the All Souls idea. He is against luxury. Pressed for details,
he said chat the pUblic rooms of the Atheneum in Pa~anena are too luxurious but the
~. 11in;:; rooms are not. I fOllnrl the latter ext emely comfortable, to say the least. The
great question in the Einstein family nmi is what sort of a letter will come from Milliken

II

de reports on 25 year old Dr. Kurt G6del " ... M& suggestion would be to offer him a

",
•

..",
. , ,

,.
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lectureship for one year at $3000 (salary of a Commonwealth Fellow) •.• it might be well
to get him in touch with American conditions before he has had time to grow into a position
here. His value is well understood both in Germany and in Austria ..• and r should like to
have Dr. Alfred Foster taken on as my assistant. He could be very useful in lIUite a
different way from Vanderslice •.• r should favor offerine him $2000, which would be barely
enough for him to get through the year with his wife and baby••• has been a Rockefeller
b'ellow in Gtlttingen this year ... "

Veblen to Flexner - July 8, 1932

"I am writing a note to Wayl to say that you expect to make no pUblic announce­
ment before Oct. 1st. That IfJll:Y help to keep things from getting out in Gtlttingen.

" .. . If you get three major appointments through this summer you have made a
good s:art and can well afford to deliherate befdre going further."

" II

Flexner to Veblen July 21, 1932

"I have no authority to take aI!Y
!ire already familiar, namely, appointments
Weyl. •• "

,..,

steps whatsoeyer beyondE~hose with which_vou
of yourself', Professor :lIlstein, and Pr0111ssor

IC'" ~~

I- ~;.- ~A:t:
" .•

. ", ,
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Flexner then opposes a suggestion Lo employ Dr. Foster though he
[osition in tne depression.

'I

athi~es wiLh his

He considers the suggestion of G6del--.....Mathematical logic is mentioned now for the
first time. Is it or is it not a field which we shoulo. enter? That point requires to be
decided first of alL .. " Refering to the information Veblen has given him he suggests
that perhaps it is better for Gtldel to complete "his and first regular
teaching .....

Veblen Lo Flexner - ug. 12, 1932

e has been prepar'ng for publication his lectures and comments that his namburg assl"tant
will do the final work after which it will be sent to eugebauer.

"One of Lhe main things that I have learned in Germany is the value of the highly
trained assi tant that is the normal appendage of a professor. [having a graduate s~udent/
.•. is veIJ' different from havint; at our disposal a Ph.D."

fI U

lie presses for Foster again.

"
'.

"
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''''
Vebl n to Flexner, Sept. 21, 1932

"tieyl met me
oing to accent.
ure • However, I

in Ziirich with the remark that it was practicaU;v sure that he was
But when I saw his wi fo a day or t,TO later it did not seem nearly 0

refrained rom any searching inquiry.

"The doings in Ziirich were very interestinp. I hoard a good deal that bE ars on
the personnel question and it all agrees pretty well •.i. th what I had heard befo-e. flJt
I don't think I had better attempt to write it out now."

Veblen got to ew York on Oct. 2nd and Flexrer misses an ooportunity to see him
but calls him to lew York on Oct. 13th for a co ference (Flexner to Veblen, Oct. 7, 1932).

Veblen to Flexner, Oct. 17, 1932

"This morning Eisenhart su sted on his own motion tnat some kind of a land
trading arrangement would proba ly be desirable. e 1ntends to talk about t:ds in general
terms with Ilu!f1eld and some of the Trustees. e thought the Olden tract (the one near
Veblen's house) would be excellent either for use or for trad1n~ purposes. The plot he
had particularly in mind lor the Institute is rt of the olf links just below the
Princeton Inn. I said I thonght the part above it would be better."

Flexner to Veblen, Oct. 26, 1932.

"We have received a good many letters of the t '8 C nt ~"uu by Miss e en" 'y. T do
not w1sh to burden you ,ith answenng inqui,p.es 0 this kind. If t ey reae you, out
them in an envelooe and ma~l them to me or Mrs. Ue·. I feel very certain ~I,at persons
who have not exhausted the opportunities 01 our raduate school are not gain to be t e
kind 01 persons you or Profe~sor Einstein w.i.sll to select exee t in very iIlUSua.L cir _ ­
stances. !'he eat thin" is to ro ove fro your shoulaor a..l 0 s' ble c ericaL and
a<dl ~.nistrative work, thougn you may be a sol'ltely sure 't at I shall do nothin involvin~

you positively or negatively without your authorization."

Flexner to Veblen, Nov. 4, 1932 " ••• if we ever come to the ~estion of setting up
a School of Economics, we shall certainLY look into the possibilities of theoretical and
matnematLcal econo ic. I c say for your pr~vate information that I ave the gravest
doubt as to, •• the v lus of the a tional ureau of Economic Research. From what I knOll
of "t, I certainly should not call it 'a rust class institute of econo,11ics,II, (Please
chock ~lis statement with his later encomia about Riefler and his connection wioh the
Na'tional Bureau of Economie esearch.)

Flexner to Veblen, ov. 14, 1932

"In order that there may be no danger that you and I rill get our wires crossed in
writin Wey1, I wonder if you would mind sendln~ me a copy 01 what you wrote him on the
subject of the appointment offered. Don't do ~is if you have any hesitation whatsoever,
and don't please misunderstand. : a~ simply anxious that you and I should talk 'the s~~e

lanr.ua e and mean the same thi'1 s,"

Veblen to Flexner, Nov. lb, 1\132

"Here is a coPY of my letter to Keyl which was obViously not intended for your eye
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but I a'll lad to have you reaa it and keep it as I have another carbon. I added a few
l(ords by hand, of .tlich I have no record, but which staLed that I l,as more entl uslastic
a out the Institute now tna!l I was last sununer."

In the letter to Weyl, 'ov. 11, 1932, Veblen informs Profee or
awa i tin his decision and does not want to take any further steos in
W1til he hears from you.

eyl tnat Fl xner s
r rd to ersonnel

"His ioeas about the mathema+ical grou seem to have tecome more defimte in this
respect; that a sharp distinctl.on ,lill be made bet;reen the appoint nts as permanent
members of the Instlt/tt8 and the others. "'here will be no such spectrum. of associate
professors, assistant professors, instructors etc., as there is in the usual American
W1iversity. One will eit ler be a full anj ocrmanent member or else on a definitely limited
appointment. In an ordinary arican university it is eas) to use a rerso WhO doe not
live up to hi early romise for teach r," and aanini tration, 'Whereall in the Institute
the ecientific work if; e only thing."

He says that apparel'tly thou h financial conditions a e bad r,enerally the Inst' tute
seems OW1d and the paycholo ical atmosphere is 1mproving to t~ e fec+ ,at ~~ the

\

idoa of limitin the major appointments to three is nOl{ del Lnitely 1 ~ rued. "I feel
that we can COW1t on goin ahead on soneth ng like the sca..e that you a [ were talking
about in the summer."

Veblen says t. at :bl he is thinkin of calling in people for one or two year
apPOintments fro:n erican and European wllversities. "For xaI la, + su 'ited as a
possible way of approachin the problem of tt' 1 sOlleone in odem a1 ebra tha we
should invite Artin an I Albert to come lor a year at the same time, perhap for next
year. Flexner made no dSfinite response of course, but didn't seWl to think it an
impossible ldea. ~1hat 00 you think of it1"

Veblen was also authorized to inquire a out !lavin'" Godel here for next year.
would si~ply be for one year on a very small salary.

'"• s

Veblen has been at the nst tute since the beginnin of SO t bar and thou fe is
giving his Seminar as us al he is at present correctin the ryroof sets of a book
Neu ebauer. There ave bee.. many application for admission of students to the In t tute.
"To all of them who are not approximately at the Ph.D. stage, the answer is that they had
better try to -ret into the Princeton or some other craduate school. The idea is quite
definite at present that t'lere ar to be no de r os and that only Rtudents who are
a'cepta le to the professors are to be ad itt d."

He discu ses site but says t at Fine Hall is very pleasant to hi, and he would like
to stay there as long as oS'iible. "perhaJS "e can tay here permanentb'l"

"Flexner stays 'n New York and has been here only twice. I have be • ~n w York
about three times to sce t.:im. Between t es everything is quiet and I fin tnat thinkin
about the new plans has disturbed my scientific wor~ very little. It is certain no
more than the equivalent 01 camnittees and department mectin that. ave gotton out Of.1I

F1exner to Veblen, ov. 17, • 32.

"I had a 'nean feeling a.out asKi: JOu to let me see a copy of your letter to ,eyl.
There was of course the possibility tliat you mi t refer ~y reque t to the Assoc' tion

~. ,"

.'
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of Amari~aI! Umversity "1'0 esso"'s as 'an infr' nt on a ada. '0 freedoml' t really
had perfeot confide ce in your discretio:J ane. w s absolutely devoid of curio ity .••r have
the fa 1n that ou t to ta t e sam J.a arye es ecia11, in deallP wiV 80 S ns'tive
a rson a 1ey1. Your letter ill ad: lIable in every res")Oct. am b no "lOa s s:xe that

co.u.c1 have done as well if had unde ta en to WI" te 0 se, a d t Po ere is
a gre t tactical ""I a ir. ha in t COl e rat r casually 1ram you.

on of the two ouos, nd vrote senhart a lettar SIJ1l11l '1 up
ook" to ,but:rry m':'nd '1' to 0 ,ana: t ay be t at I all
the 'ours o~ tima. Don't e pati t it 'ho slowness with

I "a decide trin '1 f lava "Go, ut in netl ve,lt:.zoe and n
wit wh~ch am unfamiliar I a. a 5101, learner."

" ••• regarding t (JJ
tre 1 tuation as t. nC

sea th n s <iif ar~ .t~

w1ich seem to mov •
dealin(! wHh subjects

" •.•and I sha :. spe th next ~ew da s writi
iJ' response to vario s in uir' S. T hoPe to

a l't
a t

roS}: octus wl1 ct e ~ .., "end out
of your co~a oratio ."

a'1
lemer to el:.~en, ,ov. 25, 1 32.

Fl.ex1er himself 'las wrttte:1 0 h
T ere has n

s lin a copy to
t I' co
E :>ler.

s ondo ce wit 1 e 1

evening and walkin
tha wave

• ,0 make re r-
ut 1, hall

:r' I' wa for
r Olin

d , sa d,
fO~OW'1l •

"Your visl. on eeL as ay h Lp ill 0 ,for tnat
yesterday in tue par the fee in more and ore stro
discuss 1 he ope in amtnt au ic n';ly and t t s now e 0

tio s for a nuin start next autumn, 101', if w"e do not start rext
10 anot er e"tire year. ow en '1a11 tart?, t I' the G~vi

a deca e interninable c11sc'lsslon a out t'lB I' 10. 0 e ie aJ'
horm n ca:~o cr ry of the 1'1' a ry' I d wa as eu w at 8 01 CJ P

, Ie way to resu; e s 0 r'lSUl ',a'l( that 10 on the first 0 Jar ...aI"''y

" • •• "'OW' we ve in you and '.0:

WI' tLen Gade , and you ~entioned

.., two ~ I' <.' S ce ....ou ve,
tne' t e other • y.

sup ose, already

,,~ enclose co ies of corre..pon 'lce which L

Tisdale r av a yet no response.
ve 18d t RJ. h or aroe. Reoe. Fro>

I houla eryl acce t, we shall treat him 8

nstit te w' be a goi concern ['ext
to do your o-WIl wor and 0 st a d
t y we" 1 e t t a concrete nucle in 0

mathematicians wt.om we :ay r sh to sec U'e t
be u to this ti e."

s olic
1ei ;,re a

yo S JI'round
ore a+tractl.ve
stitute as it

, t e
op orlunity
our t.

to ott r
l8.S rl to

Veblen to Flexner, Dec. 2, 1932.

"The other letter raises a quest en which you spoke of yg tE:rday, but ci'd not exha st,
I think. At pro nt t ~ee!1l5 to me tl at your idea 0 'vlx a fOIl cllowst· s ap roJd-
mately e 'va er t tc t. e , ti nal esearch Fello Tsh' s 's a ood one. ::lo Col pro ose to

ut somett: n 11 out tt "t in yo I' nnOll: ~e e t? "0 d I' 'lJ at 1e ould wan a
couple 0 years 0 e erience befor arr v-' at an v Ij' c1ef'nite po 'cy."

Veblen enco]J;ed a pro osed stat nt in w eh it was
it is entended to a 't to :.h Imrtit Ite only s ch :a:m. s+
'l t.e I' work enough to have recoiv d tie P • , de .'

to +h t repr s nted by t e pr.;:)., in a 'ood vel' ''y.

f ...nul aid t t mat!!lu ic~

nts ~. 0 are alTea y a anced
whose tralni i" e valEnt
[t is further stated t t only

• '••r:
~ ..: ,1 . "
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students or.11 be amxretmm admi ted as are acce ta>l to
wish to work and t the students alO ex octed 0 work
o cas'onaL conferences and advico from t e profe or.

It is st tod "Professor Veblen intends to con uct
certa. n of his associat s n the .n tit lte, hich will
o t ryroble s in ic t ey are inter rted.

rnlnar is t e re~entatlo~ of so iece of
tt Seminar and ito dlscus r on by others."

the professors wi h Ioh om they
entirely indll e dent.l.Y ~r' th

'1 collaborat on w.th
he ~scuss . on
eet·not e
the mem ero of

~nstitute students 1I11ill be a lmiutod to .ect 11"eo and Seminar" en they are
accepta Ie to the professor :'..n char e w'; tno\.<t ..n jJ yment of fees. Tho arran 'Elm nt is
reciprocal eo tt>at it Is to be eX' ected that there will be a number of the mem'lecs of
the Uriversity at endi the correr; ondin eure! e 0 t e In:;tit'lte.

Free use of Fine 'all b the stud.nts is provided for.

en Voble ste tho enclosed sta em' e od fi d to incl de a rpec f c
statel!lElnt of wlJa' his seminars W" cover.

Veblen to le~er, ~ec. ~, 1932.
has een awarded a fellowshi •

e ment'ons lexn r''l infoMiJ: him 1. t Jessen

[s allude to reporters from ew York papers twice callir him tna afternoon about
instein and the flmerican Counsel in 1'1:' n. ~ "tad l"othir' 0 s y and to t t at

<D'Il!I nt fran e would only con 1 cate matters.

he also mentions tl'at Prof. H. A. Simmons of Northwestern UniversitJ' and I'lhHney
would be co ~g to 'nceton and V blen lCIkx is not sure Hney .{ill do but wants a
conference with him. X1tLxmu::

Flo.xner l' sponds on the 7th to ask • tney to cane to Princeton at the Inst'tute's
eJq.'ense.

Veblen to F xr 1', Dec. 8, 1932. The son and da hter of rs. Mar uand visited him
on Dec. 7. r. 'arquand was too ill st II to decide whet er 0 not to sell C l'operty.
Veblen referred the to 'Ir. aas'! and tlley are to WI' te FleXIleI'.

He aQked them 10 at the~ krew aoout r. e ,r rlace. mey seemed to tr tat
none of her he'r~ would ~~nt to ee it up a~d thel' fore it would likely be on t rket
but veblen thinks both the MarqJand a'ld the JOynt) places wal e too expens':'ve, moraso
than any of the others the In<titute ha so far considered.

Flexner to Veblen, Dec. q, 1932.
conversations of last wee.• " f ethan
'IIattematicians whorn I lnay wisll .0 Bee
have a talk with you and them on Dec.

"I have given a good deal of thour,ht to our
a. 5 for a meeting witt Veblen and the other
on the follo ine 'l'uescay evening, SO that I can
14, edn sday.

Fl.exner doe not keep too appointm nt.

Flexner to Veblen, Dec. 13, 1932

IIlJnforeeeen conditions interfere::l 10' tt rr.y trip to Princeton today. As I thou t

. .;.~ .
.~~ .'

•
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Il",

th'n~s over at intervals, I b camo more a d'llore reluctant to show myse.Lf on the
Princet n ea pus before Eisenhart had t s ed t e natt rout 't • DQ f'eti, t e
~thamatica groun, and any other bodies concerned. Perna s I am puncti ious to the
o'nt of squeamishnes , but j~t because our rala ions Titt Princeton will be so intimate,

I wi sh to give no one th sl 'ghtest V'ound for criticiS"'. I a'll r.ot reluctant to act ­
quite the contrary. I want to act, but I would not for tl~ world have anyone a soc .ated
wi th Princeton feel t 1St we had been inconsiderate or unmindl'ul of th Cr at kindness
and courtesy which Princeton has shown lIOl "."

Veblen to Flexner, Dec. 13, 1932, a ~ormal acceptalce 0 a Professorship in
athemat cs on the terms laid down in lexner's lett r of Dec. L8t.

Veblen to Flexner about the let-t;or of formal accepta. ce, Dec. 13. "It had rot
occurred to me that you would want one because I have never _ven one before. Bowe~er,

I did not find it a heavy undertaking.

"I looked up t,,-o paners by ,r. T1ardeen. ,litbout having studied thorn I ,iudv.e from
the t~pe of probllm a·tacked••• that he wo 1 wan· one year more of 'Taduate study before
attair.in the Ph.D. degree •••

"Perhars the "e t anSl-Ter to ake would b to en oura;:e him to cO'le to Princeton as
a raduate student and candidate for tn h.D. de ee. The case seems to me very mue!
l.ke the case of r. 10 ck. It miuht be a good plan to ~ve a small amount of financial
help, provided the stude t "an not ~ct ..is from th University•••There arc great
advanta~s, hotTBver, in havin a Ph.D. degree and a regular place in the aoademic hierarchy\

Flexner to eblen, Dec. ll', 19 2. III flSve just had th enclosed letters from eyl
and Courant [they ar, not enclo ed]. I submittin my answers to you before forwarding
them. ill you please r~a them carefully and 'IIa e any sur- D.ions that they seem to you
to require?"

Veblen to Flexner, Dec. 16, 1932. e has had t.' co r~s ondence halL an¢ hour and
is respondin immediatel:r 0 that there will be no dela, • su "ests modifica 'on of the
first sentence from tbeir announcement 50 as to read ao 'ollow: "Inotruction will be

'ven either by individ1lll1 contact with tudents, by courses, by seminars, by lectures or
by other methods. Each professor will be free to rollow the lnethod which he prefers and
to vary it from year to year." He is very diplomati.c in makin the S'l ;e tion.

""'he nera I. que~tion which leyl has raised as a hear 'I'\f" on the roblem as to 'om
to admit as students in th Institute. My own inclins+ .I,on l.8 to aan't c petsl't er
rather freely 'thout any co . "br.e:rt as to :het er tr ey ~ 11 work' w:i th a particular

emb r of the staff. This would aanit t em to our -.roup. t t e least, they woul be m ~

bors of eyl's and my audience. At tte most, they would establish personal rels ion with
oDe of us. I feel that we would find better ~aterial xX for our more inti ~te work .l.f we
had a reservoir of this sort. It looks now as if there woula be a lar~e enough groun 01
men wishing to corne and sufficientl)' co'npetent to constitute a staisfactory reo rvoir."

He comments on A. W. Raab mo has newly taken his Ph.D. as a determined tather than
a br lliant student. He eels he could not "t, '0'. 1. "ecommend hi"! for a stional Research
Fellowship or for a fellowehi to the lnsti 1\te. (e is quoting i:lliss here.) Veblon
SUf'f'ests that he would aanit him as a studert ',0 e Institute ithout tuition charges

r

'.
... I .

• <
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but without a fellowship also.

Be sug~ests offerin
to help him over Ian ge
promising man in 1 bra.

eyl to reconunerd an acogista:'lt whose function would be primarily
difficulties ano also an a sistant whom he re ards as a very

He says "I wnoer whether it is wise to aanlt that he is rna in~ a great sacrifice.
I think he will com actually oecause he expects the airs to out-uoiell the lossos."

At the end Veblen is very diplomatic saying that these sur stions repre ent a search
for a change to be made in Flexner' s lettel's but tha t "he letters are really admirable
as they stand.

F1exner to veblen, Dec. 17, 1932.

tie is on his way to .as..in[rt.on to make arrangements with the State Department a~out

our foreign appo tees. I hav adopted the chan e s., sted in our ITl rnorandum.

As to Profe SOl' weyl t s assistant, I am inclined to let the matter ride until we .ave
a chance to talk with him.

"I rather f! ar that if we ad'1\it Dr •.aab, re:nitting tuit4 0r, we Shall find ourselves
establishing a precedent to ~ne disadvantaf'e of Princeton. My inclination is to leave
it entirely to you and to your associates as to wneth I' you W".sh to admit hi.'1\ or not,
and then let him come on a regular basis, unless he .s of such outstanding ability ­
whicn does not a pear to be the case - as to make him worth our while to make every
possible eftort to secure him.

"::: shall omit from the letter to Iveyl the reference to sacrifice, trouf.p T do think
that in leavin Oottin. n he and his fa ily are sacrificing a good deal. On the other
hand, I hODe it:. will turn out trat they will be gaininl; '1\ore ttan t}J.ey ] ose."

Veblen to Flexner, Dec. 17, 1932 enclosin a letter from Dr. Whitney with Veblen's
reply [not in the rUe).

"I was te.'llFted at first to 'JIaKe some
admirable behavior of the Harvard people.
no comment of any sort."

Flexner to Veblen, Dec. 22, 1932.

cODlJ1lent on what seems to me the anythin but
On second t,IOUght, ho ever, I dec ided to ma6e

"I feel great satisfaction in what we acoomp ished yesterday and genuine r,ratitude
to you and to Dean Eisenhart. t the same time, nothing could exceed my desire that
Professor Lefschet~ should BxX derive as much satisfaotion for the arrangements arrived
at as the rest of us. So I want you to make clear to him - (show him this letter if
you please):

"l.) That as bet~reen hi< and lexander, I havo no cho·.ce. Tndeed, I could not have
any, for I am too deeply ignorant of the ~ole subject to a r'c a~e ether man.

"2.) That the consideration which I had to bear in mind was tne portance of
getting together a group, all the bel'S of wh'.ch would not grow old at the same t e.
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As the matter now stands, you and Einstein are in the early SO's, eyJ. in the m.'ddle
40's, Alexander in the early 40's - so that we have protect· our ~ves a ainst any uch
fate as befell the deacon's one norse shay, which, as you remember, fell to pieces all
at once without showing any signs of decay during one hundred years.

").) In order that Profe SOl' IRfschetz and Professor exander Illay aD reciate
fully the s lirit in which I have acted, we have simply created for Professor Alexander
at his 0 ,. wish and insistence another 'Fine' professorshi Witt- the same remuneration
and dignity.

IIPlease make Lefschetz, as
stand that functionally the two
to~ether in the sa~ boat, witp

well as the otler ~embers of the Princeton staff, under­
ouos belon to one anoth I' and that w shall all ~ull

~:ou ~ COXS;.:lin.

"Tell Lefschetz, pleas, that if I had had t;. e, : sLould hay had a intervieH' with
him in person but I was bound to ~et home by dinner time and Just succeeded in so doin ."

Veblen to Flexner, Dec. 24, 1932.

"l showed ~'Our letter to Lefschetz and I think he understands the whole situation
very well. Lik everyone else t,ere, he feel t t the solution worked out is a ven cod
one. He s alrea~ quite act ve on th problen 0 the new arran e nt in the Department."

File IV-21 S\-A- ~ I .. V. c; \1V ';,~. c.""".........
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"1 hope that .Clllleone will. t p a Pre • f4 lu.rn1ng. 1 1n8bt on t •
110 • ...t· ra than ·1n8t1tution'. it 18 d 1t wUl t ~.t ....
IIiDd rec: ptio that all other cad-'.o en rpr18.. l"tlCeiv.. t 1 th1nX we are n~Otl

tar eno h al in civUi tio to able to • it .. woc ••1
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Bi phi 1

12/9

POUC!ES

Fleamer to Veblllln

AdII1n1atration

"Let thank lIOn beart14' tor pnr INa Idndne•• to _ Te. • I
-m to b w1tb • confidential. report lIIl1:ait.ted to the Tl"Uateee. the1r laet
..-t.1na. I wnder il you could t1nd t1lll. to throu&h it and -.ke ~ ••tione
that occur to ;you. You wr1te on rgbI or t.he back or dictate or t~t 1t 1n
~ way that 18 eane.t tor ;you berore retum1Jle it to _. D

rUe V-S
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Interview wIth J. W. Ale nder, ~aroh 12, 1957.
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/VEBIEN, o.

Appraisal by Morse, p. 2-3

Interview Horse 6/21/$6

Biographioal
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19.)2

/VEBIn,

nexner to Veblen'

Bio&1'8ph1cal

5/2)

"I va very desply dia'tre.. th1a lIlOrn1ng to receive tr~ Protanor Wql a letter
tel.l1ng _ ot the eudden death ot his Father. I had planned to leu London the da;T
after ~01'1'Oll 01.ng Pdia, thence to octt1.ngen. Prof' nor 1 telle me that he wUl
be 1n Gott1.ngen at the 0 the preaent week or next week. I bave sw ral courses
between which I can choos. I &01.ng to Paria "here I ahall be a _k. I could ccae
traa the to 03tt1n& arr1v1n& towards the end ot next _lq or U' you th1nIc 1t v1.er
I 0 to Vienna tor a tfftf ~,theine to Berlin tor a , thence to OGttin&en. I
want, however, pert1calar~ to be 1n OGtt1.ngen llb1le ;you are still there. ill;you v1re
me to the Ouaranty Truat Call:PIU\T, Paria, ad.Y1a1n& me which course to parauel"

rue V-S
',.
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/ .""''''''''''
FU:l:Dt.'l,

Biograhpical

6/4
6/4

w

nun to Veblen I

-I reached Berl1n lallt n1ght and spoke with lIT vUe oYer the telephone. I u.o tound
ano er cable. • Th n ric ill not &cod; IlO that I not Icnw jlat 1.
JIG' tuture vill be.

Thi. mill£ I ca"ed 1. the ultue.1.nUt 1n order to _1. ., old triende there,
and BaW te.sor ndelband and r saor von Rottan • A.a a result I have written a
letter to r...or W.,-l. cOPT of which I enclolle. I hope 1. t;you vill underlltand that
I ~t'iOl'led b1IIl e because I could not po aiblT ee. thee. and reb'a1n r ann.r1nI
their quellt'iona in a candid and a etraiVltto manner.

-I n gl , in writinc ;you regarc11nc CDnditiona to AJ that the vill be
no ciUt1oult]' a 1. the ae.1atanGe .1.0. that you voul need. I have 1. feeling that you

ht to poetpen writinc to ieClhart untU I ha • Jr;YlleU seen Ma. I cannot U you&
haw anx10ua I .. that werT atep I tab ahall be mark b,y the utaoat courtesy and eons1.deZ'o
at on or 1. S 1. nc. ho., n
in the Institute and who han helped •• eo heel,y and r; l'OI1IlJ;y. "

Fle:mer to qll

-on reac ,I e:1ved a cabl. oontain1nr; Tery dietre. nftS about a
_1Ibe:r of ., vit.'s~. Aa rq vU. 18 in Vienna, I theretore here ,.ed,.tel,y
eo ae to be 1n eallY reach of 11' _ttere eenou.. I cannot at the ent
1. _to aa::T what ., ruture COIlrIl vill •

"Thie 1Il0rning I call rrq old friald ProteallOr 11ndelband at the )(ult~ateriUIII,

and he quite natural.l;r aeked me what I 1IU do1ng 1n reapect to the Institute. OUr relatione
have been eo 1nt1lllate and con!'1.dent1al that it .Ilsilad neo..ea.ry tor _ to ..,. that UlOnr;
other placee I had visited Gtltt1n& and that I bad talked with you, tor Prot. elband
alrea kmnf that :c .. 1nteree 1n a ecbool ot _th tiOIl. I told hila, however, that
1M :9'. _. to no conclueion and that you vould take no ete~ without • e with

and the other proper authoriti e 1n the Iultuea1nUteri • I !lope that Tau vill under-
etand that I had to be candid with r. elband on the baeill ot our 1.on& i1nt1eate
trilll'ld8hip. r. ;you are 1n no lIaY 1nvol.,ed tor I told b1IIl that TOIl had ;you would.
do noth1n& and c to no conclueiClC untU you bad conaulted treeJ,y with th I tu.1nillt.ri,

"Even 11' ;you ehould deo1de with the aWt'O'al ot the authorities h. to _ to
ri, rk ~d not be poSAble beto the autUIID 1933. It you ahould decide 1n the

a!t11'mative, it vite ahauld w1ah to with you to America the OI"""Ll'C

w1nter, vh1.le ;you are at Colle ., 1n ON r to ha.,e t1me and opportunity to deo1de
questions ot 11~ arrane a, I .. sure that the Truete of the Institute tor

jdyanced Stucb- would. be haw;, to pq ;yaur vU.· a traYeU aperle a.

, '

-',
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"Af'ter you baye .poken with Prof. Winde1l:land and o~n, I w1ll U you .c dqire
vr1t. you a letter ••tt1Jlg torth the tenu and oond1t1onal which we dUouned the other
dlly. ,eamrh11e I ban lIJlOken YW7~ with Prot. Veblen, who ~ been bI ~ conti­
denc fraa the beg1nn1na, and you can 8pealc: with b1a a. tree:l,y .. you oboo.e. 1n order
that h• ...,. thorouailQr undentand I .. eend.1n& h1a a COW ot th1. letter.

". batenr bappelUl, I am del1&hted to haYe aade ;rour acquaintance and I am .t
hopetal that __ &1'1'&DCW*'It can be 1II.d•••

rue V-.5
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• o• Biographioal

6/14

WEYL. HERMA

Mrs. ailey to Bamber er into ing him or a letter
to • Berger af ~. u1d into i t hem of a lett
dated June 3 1'rom 1exner in wh loh he sayl e had a
very satisfactory time in Oatti en. Wey1 is interested.
He al 0 had svera1 10 lk with Veblen. "Wherever I
have gone. I have bsen to Id that he 1a the abl st of our
American mathematiciaDa, and the man on Whose jud nt I can

01 t fully rely. I t eretore asked him Whether in the event
that the princeton authorities were entirely willi he would
oome into our group. ne thou ht that the Princeton author! ties
would teel it a great di tinotion tor him to 0 so and that
they would interpose no difficulty Whatsoever. and as tor
hilll8elf" he look d upon it as the greate t 0 portunity ot his
lit ••• I

D, b r er, Loui8, 1930-1936

, .
,','
~ '.": ,'.
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"'""""''''5

nexn r (Parle) to Veblen (G&tt1n&:en) I

Biographica1

Acadllll1c Peraonnel

6/15
6/lB

"Th Ulnes" in lf1.f'e's tllllliJ;r baa t.el1ll1nated ta~. I had th l"lIto to lMve erlin
a to r at Vienna. r ph;reic1an, PJoot."lIOr Ei"elaberg, 1na1ated that "he go to

Gutein; I llta;vlod with her a week. took bel' to aaate1n and then 1I;,VIIel1', in cOrl8equence.
am torced to return to AIIIIlrica to-morrow on the BrMenl .0 I cannot ••e you and Protenor
W~l again at this time.

I haTe your two note. at .1IIM 5th. and June th 12th. Mae tink your wile tor her
excellent c • I t1nd on C it with the l.tter I t.e in Berlin to erica. that
in writing to AIIIerica, I p.1.aced the pension at 7.500 dollara. I .. quite w1ll to abide
by" the letter 1Ih1ch I wrote to you it the dUterence 18 at artT 1:mportan to you, though
it wouJ.d be e1IIp1er tor to Jake th pena10n _ halt the tull salary. I .. 110"7 that
I made th1a error, but writ withoUt a • crat&r7 and reJ.y1na on rq IIIC017 at a t1lM at
cone1derable worry __t be WT 8XCU88. t t.

IIlIl iJran~ely int.el"llst.ed in t.he Dketoh w1I1ch ;you sent 1M in your l.tter at June the 5th.
At t.he t I lI1ll not t17 to d1aeu.as aU the det8Us be uee certain que.t1or18 ari.e
in WT II1nd regard1ng it81s in l"lIterence to 1Ih1eh I want to talk nth you. YOll~
hQIIWer be pertectJ,y e rtain that I lI1ll put your se to lI811hart with aU possible
penuasivenell8 and I bave no doubt that he w1ll ag that it. u ~t tor you to accept.
I can arrange &leo that the Institute tab ,"er the eala17 at Vanderalloe (1000 doU.rs).
The other detaUII. we can agl"lle upon in the autUlnl'l when we _t, tor I aball tl7 to CO to
Canada as soon a. I set in order WT vite·. attain in Nw York. You _7 be aell1U'ed.
h_er, that detaUe like .ecret&r7. books, publication, wUJ. be prov1ded tor. as well a.
lU\Yth1ng alee that 18 needed in order to _ke the rn.t1tute a. Coad ae it can po••:l..bl,y be
_de.

"I wieb honv.r to guard againat at pt1n& lIYe~ at once, though neither 01' us 18
YOIIn.tI. t1llle tor ranaet10n and growth 111 neceeMry and thel"ll U IIUch that we can learl'l
rr- the experience at the Rockefeller lnatitute b'<a 1Ih1ch we can treely draw. The;y have
had a good deal or ezper1ence in at the _tters .-,.tion. which wUJ. M.,e us b'<a
ma1d.nc -Utakee at the outset.

"I have had in writing a tavorable and enthua1ast1o response 1'rcn erlin. but it lIIlet be
kept abeolut 1y contident1al untu proper explanation. have been ade to the Iierliner
Aca~ and to MUHlran. I ho thel"lltore that you w1ll protect thi. intOnlllltion
c lately. I look tontard with tha keene.t interest and the utao.t cont1den to our
asaocl.at10n. erbape at ZUrich. you wUJ. get 10ne or ... s-pl.e llhaa _ ~ want
as our echeme dllYelope."

V.blen to Flexnerl

"We ara very sorry that your trip 1llU interrupted .0 trae1~ and can only hope that

.'

•

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Veblen 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



!no Flexner will NCOV'er her lUIual. heelth a. 800I'I u po••ible. Your n_ t1'ca Berlin
18 veq exoiting, and you Illat fMl that, in epite of ;your personal lI1etortune. 1011 are
return1n& with a iood 'bagt. I have had no ohance to .peak with 871 .inoe he received
your l.a.t letter_or rather ". were both too oh interested in a uth_tical argument
when we vent th1e 1lOm1n& to taJ..k about al\Ything we. But all the .ign. are tavorable.

'"to your questione about the ditterence betveen a #500 and a j8000 pe ion. whioh
you uk lie to answr with ab.olute candor. I oan 0 re~ t it K ot practical 1IIIpor-
tanoe. The pension 1e. near to the amount that tuaJ.3.7 need to live on in Pr1n ton.
in a a1IIpJ.2 vq that pl118 or~ _500 18 l1IceJ,y to be telt the tble • I don't
in the 18ut uke it a condition or 117 a ptance ot the poe1tion. blat I tq1nc to &ive
a .tra1dlt fo r to your q\l88t1on. It did not ccur to .e on reading your letter
t1'ca HaIIIbur& that there wao abrlonaal bout $8000 :uae both 117 lIite and I .-__
berecl that a. the t Moh you had mentioned in ta1.ld.n& with 118 about the pension.

"I with ou a t dancer of att.pting too cb at once. Al.o 1t 1e quite
11k that I ehall want to chang e or 117. eat10ne after 1Urt.her travel and th t
th1e _r.

"j. fft da7a &&0 I had a lema taJ..k 1Ibout Al,pbra1. with lfU. oether. arda
Albert u the beat un in rica in th1a field. after and D1cbo. S baa the
_ opinion a. 871 a t Artin and DeQr1ng. Alao (co1n« OI1ta1<l.e ot the alcebraio field)
.be .hare. 117 ~ep101orlll that Gadel. the 70QIII un in Vienna 1ibo ha. upeet HUberta pJ'Oll'llll
in _th_tical 10l1c. 1e e beat the youna 0erMna. I hope to pt better acquainted

with b1Jl _k arter nat."
rue V-5

, ,
,,~ ",

.' '
.

"
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1932

LEXNER,

BUOOET

J'le:xner t.o Veblen.

Bingraphical

F1nance

6/JO

" •••Beyo that. I t.h1.nk we 8hould a wa1 C. I di.awI.ed the whole
.it.uat.1on wit.h rq bra er la.t ht. t.h1.nkll that. rq t;att.1t.ude ia and vUe.
In your further t.hou&ht bear in IIlind that. tbia ia pr1laarUT a reaearch inat.it.utio , and
a teachin& inatit.ut.1on only in '0 tar a. a tflll di.ciple. are all• .-bled bT MCqbrportant.
worker. Alvone who desire. contact with a larger p can cet it, eo annart UIJ\U'8,

H, with the Princeton graduate croup. We need at th top in Moh aubJeot a tflll men ot
proved .-inance. The mJllber ot men wb we will wi.h to keep panu.nen~will, a. at t.ha
Rocketeller InBt.itute. be ~ti..J,y 1IIII&ll. Theretore t.ha .eoend lltr1n« ot .en 1'. 1'.0
be young and not .0 h1ghJ,y ealaried t.hat. it i.e iapo8Sible tor th to accept ottera
other inatit.uti rut. We can ot courae al~ keep aJVOI'l8 we want bT raieinc hie aalary
and bIprortnc hie .ituation. but. to do t.hia 1IUIt. preaerre the posa1bU1.t7 ot otion;
and this can~ be done it the i.e a .econd group .. h1ghJ,y aalaried a. you propoeed
in your randua...

J'Ue V-Ii

0.

r ;

. .
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1932 7/7

VEBLEN, O. Bio ra~hical

W YL, lllil Nli

EJ TbI, A.

Gl'DEL
Veblen

rtaxm.. in Germany to Flexner, July 7, 1932.

"Your tele ram aying t hat the que. tion ot my appointment was
settled reached me in Vienna. Some ays later there came a very pI a ant
letter from Eisenhart. And I am now qui te oomt'ortably thinki of
myselt as a p It of the new InstItute.

"From Weyl I h ar that he 18 comi ~ to erlin n xt onday (11th)
tor an interview with the Ministerium. He says he has alao
spoken with some ot his 0011 es In G8tti en (which he had to do, I
think). I h ve managell 10 far to ay nothi xcept to Weyl and
Einstein. On our arrival here w foun two 1 etters from Mrs. Einst in
an wei pent yesterday eveni wi th th :E. ... nst.in an Dr. Mayer. It was
inter sti to find that instein il stro ror the All So s idea. Be
i against luxury. Pressed for et ils, he s id that th public roo s ot

.<
<. ,

• L

"

,
.
',~ .
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the Anheneum in Pasadena are too luxuri s but the dwelling rooms are
nodi. I found the latter extremely com1'ortable. to s y the least. The
great question in the Einetein . amily now is what sort of a letter will
oome from Millikan•••

"In Vianna I oonfirmed all the favorable a600unte of Dr. l1rt
G8del that I have been h aring. He ie 2$ yeare old and has made the most
important discovery SK of reoent years in mathematioal logic. What I
wanted to oheok up was hie grasp of mathe tios in general. an I found
tni extremely ood. ffe is well m nnered and oultivated. My suggestion
would be to offer him a lectureship l'or one ;y'ear at &3.000 (salary of

a Commonwealth Fellow). om his po~ut of view this would probably oome
best a year from now &S his 'Habit1lat10n t and first regular teaching
are soheduled for next year. But from our point of view it might be
well to get him in tOl1ch wi th American con itions before he has had time
to grow into a pos1tion here. HiS value 1s well understood both in
Germany and 1n Austria.

"AlSO I was muoh imprea d With the fact that Menger, with wham
Gedel studied. is himself only 30. He has done a lot in a few years."

"

.',
'"" ~;.'.,'-
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He th n goe on to tell Dr. lexnsr that he has declded he wants
to take on Dr. Alfred 0 ter as h1 a sl tanto He cou be very useful
In gen ral 1n different wtJ:;f l'ro Van ersllee. He thlnks that ster

a1 mak anoth r e onneetlon walCh wo 1 be good f :r him. He has been
a Rockefeller Y llow In Gattl en thls year. Veblen wa hls professor
Wh n h to:> Is octot'ate IIt r1nc ton.

IV - 21
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EEl ,
B1ograph1.cal

7/12

Fluner to Veblenl

Corporation

hank ;you tor ;YOU1'8 ot June 28. I note the para ph 1Ih1 Tou qu , in ;your letter
to Ei.enhart. Inaauch a. there 1a no enc;y, the queat10n 1Ih1ch ;you raiae ia one that
can be deterred untU we han abundant opportun1t7 to talk it wer oureelT" and the
Princeton people. In ,eneraJ., .tertlnl upon a new enMrprUe, I haTe teel1nl that all
ve can do at the C1UtHt 18 to det1ne cl_r~ our ,oal. Other qu.eationa, wcb .. those ;you
touch upon, need not .et:Ued in ad'rance. can oons1der con te instances, .. th.,.
arbe, and thus perhape in CCJIU"lIe of time dlacoYer the best lI&7 of dMl1~ with th_.

"In arunrar to ;your que.tion a. to the date ot announc-.nt I should say that we shall
have to .1de.t.p a de1'1.n1te stat t untU the aut • I have tound that I can satis1',y
people's curiollitT by saying that we are £1rtnc tavorable consideration to the v1cinitT ot
Princeton. 0 one baa pIW1ed IIlI bqond that point. .enhart and I have agreed that we w1J
iuUlI a .tat..ent .. clo.e to October 1 a. 18 teaa1ble ...

U. V-S
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1932 7/26

LEN, O. oal

..

WEYL, n A

AYDELOTTE, F.

FLIDC1IR, A •

Floxner to Banberger, July 26, 1932.

a very
1y

an

bae
aoel ant
Thh 1.

Sino writing Mrs. ld yesterday, h
intere.ttn lett r trom ydolotte. ulte
Aydelotte, Veblen an 8yl et in ~erlln.

ab.traot fro A~ lotte'. letter:

Weyl. Veblen, and I dined on.o ay night With the
El te1nl. I wa uoh 1:mpreued with the enthu.ia III
whieh Einstein and indeed all thr expr sle tor the
new Institute. heir tell .ee to bet h t ot
the whole German lear d worl. I have eoen Veblen
several ti es. the ore I eee of him, the 1Il0r I

1II1pr aed wlth the wi dom of your ohoioe both ae to
i ability and al to his personality."

, "
'~ ......
" ,, '. .'

" ,
)

" ' >,
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NOMINATIONS

BEm:FITS

SALARY

EINSTEIN, ALBERT

IVEBLEN, 050lALD

MAYER, WALTHER

VAWERSLICE, J. L.

Appointella nts, salaries, retirement benefits, etc. approved

Vol. 1, No.8, pp. 4-6

,>

10/10

Academic Personnel

Biography
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ltEBLEN. O.

FLEXN • A.

EINSTEIN. A.

Flexner to Keblen.

12/7

Biogrlp Moal

Aut!lorizes Veblen to a sk Whitney to visit him at Princeton at
Institute expense.

"The tornado about Einstein was terribly funny for everybody exoEpt
for Mrs. Bailey Who was kept at the telephone from 9 a. • until almost
midnight. I,myself, talked to nobody. There was terrifio aha rin
here lIIllong sensible people. Stimpson must have be n peppered with
telegrams, for I have heard of many. d by no meansj all. Howev r.
'All' well that ends well.,n

v-5

, ..
.... i

..
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STEWART, w.
TRUSTEE
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Ao de ic erso~~el

10 r hie

The Corporation

See Vertical Fil, ankfUrter-2, for corres ondenc or ankfUrter
as active Tru tee. an rea ona for termination of hi services by Board,
etd.

r t 1.1..
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~VEBLEN, O.

MCRS!:, MARSTON

QRA.!fl'S IN AID

B1.0 ph10al

Academia Personn 1

1/2.3

R.lations W.O.A.I.HARVARD

V.blen to More. (Harvard)

"I haTe talked ldtb Dr. FIllXMr about Currier and find thl in 0 der to obtain
conll1d ration for him, it will be nec.llIa to have dltinite asllur noe that there will be
a plac. at Harvard for lrllII to return to. This is bein lion 1.0 all " oa eS and
there .... to b, no reason f r maid. an 0 tion of Currier.

"It looks now all though 1ftI should bave a v.ry good oup ot 10un r OJn noxt
year. In th. coure. of tbe negoti~tions that han taken plaoe, we have arri1'8d at mucb

ore defini idea as to how to handle matter.. I bope very much that we can eetabll h
good workin relations wUh Harvard a8 we seem to be doing with everJOM elee."

Fil. IV-21
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WEYL, H.

NEUGEBAUER, O.

FARKAS

PONTRAJAGIN

LEFSCHETZ

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

/VEBLEN, O.

FLEXNER, A.

Veblen to Flexner (NYC):

5;4

BlI.ographical

Academic Organization

Biographical

"I return herewith the letter from Weyl and the corres­
pondence with Dr. Bleick. I have kept the copy of your letter
to Dr. Zangger but I will return it if you wiah. I should

think this letter would put Weyl at his ease as far as it is possible
to do so. His fear that he would have to take over the

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Veblen 
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Directorship of the Institute at Gottingen is probably well
founded for Bohr's information that Courant has been 'given
a leave of absence' seems to be quite definite. I have
suggested Courant's name in a couple of places where they need
a man to build up a mathematics department. He would be
ideal for such an undertaking.

"I think it very likely that Neugebauer will also
be dismissed because he is well known as a radical in pomitics.
I believe it is quite true that he occupies a unique position
as an historian of mathematics.

"I am going to talk with Taylo~r our Chemistry
Department about Farkas. I seem to remember that the chemists
think very highly of him. I suppose you noticed in the
morning paper that Haber himself has resigned.

"I can't help returning to the point that if the funds
could be made available, now would be a golden opportunity for
starting some of the other departments. But this idea is so
obvious that you have doubtless already considered it from all
points of view.

"

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Veblen 
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"Mrs. Bailey's account of the grants in aid in her
letter of May 3rd agrees entirely with my notes on the subject
except that there should also be set aside $1200 for
travelling and extra expenses in the case of Pontrjagin. You
will recollect that we agreed with Lefschetz that a total of
53000 should be available for this case and we decided to
make the stipend small in order to have a good large reserve
on account of the pecularities in his situation. Contrary
to what I wrote in one of my letters last week, this means that
we have not disposed of $500 out of our &dditional $5000."

File IV-21
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,...vEBLEN, O.

See FOREIGN - Academic Personnel
Letter from Flexner to Wiener (~.I.T.)

File IV-21

Biographical

5/31
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1933

iEYL, H. !llO&I"IIphieal

, V BU: , O.

VebleD to Pluner aa;riDs that a. ot that m1n& a oable had beeD eDt h traa
Wey1 -Sit_tiOD 80 thNaten1Dl that I Ibould aooept T1At1rls prot...orebip Madrid
Deo I' to AprU with repJar lea... hal oOttin a 11 pon1ble •••• '.blea reo_ndld
that efta if 1t .... oa1T a 1n-&id be uld be eo ftl_ le that the IaIIltute ehould
a ill..n b1lll lUI ot"r.

Veblen to Plexaer, 7/18/33. Wql aooepted &II 1D't'1tat1oD to leot.ve ill ~riJ:llIICII~
1M" 'IE cot. 27, \fOY. 10, 17, 23, 1933. F'fWnDeat anted h1IlIle.... for thie
plll'joM.

Pile iv-19
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..vE:BLE:N, O.

7/11+

B10 raph1cal

L,

SA ffi nCER

Flexn to V blen.

" I am re tly ov by your lett r an y eyl's. On the
tr n th of t em both, I bav itten Mr. amberger, beau e

I do not lik , in vi w of past eire tances to take action without
his knowl e, and inde.d I have no 1 gal authority to 0 so.
Should h concur, 1 reel sure that t Exeoutive 00 itt e
will ratify the action. I wi.l communicate with Weyl and with

you by wire a soon as I have a rep17. I sen ing you a
copy of IllY letter to r. llIlIber er."

Flexner to Bamberger JUly~, 1933.

"For a ood many months pst, Profe sor Veblen and I have
been in ool'!l1t1unic at:ton!:lou rofe Bor Weyl, and Professor Ve n
ba d eral lette s from him. In ad 1tion, I wDote h1s

.,.; ,,
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physioi in Zarioh. Pro eSBor Zan er, ••• it i quite
obviou to me now that Weyl1s he itation was due to the
faot t t e wa in ill alth last wint r. an that his
final deolination was really orenitable to him rat er than
otberwise. for, as he WI\. not w 11 at the time, h wa
afraid th t h would not 0 justioe to the o.portunitie
of the natitute. Sine then both B physician ur me
that hi h alth i perfeot, d oertainly his letter to
oth eblen and my elf hay been in the highs t de ree

satisf ctory and dignified." then ay t t Veblen s
01 ~ that e 1 h been offered a po it10n at adrid,

and t t if th re 18 t likel to be an op ning i th Ull
in Princeton, h 18 dis 0 to aCC8?t 1t on acco~nt of
curl' n,; 00 • 1tiona .l.n Ger ny. e 1 un agrees In
~ostscrl t ..

He oes on to BUy that in Vflblen1s mind if W oould
add eyl to the t m tical group, it would be the ost
lstin uished ana able r~up of th m tica in the orld.

Ve n ls strongly of the opinion t t w should do thia,
and 1 :mer ...reea with hi aft l' 10 reflection. I should

.' ,
" .'.

" .
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not feel obli ated to make eyl the proposition I made him
a year ago J for cond i tiona have ch ed J and t.he of fer
vontain d a sreat many e~trae waich I saoula now dro. I
should simply offer him the lil ry which Veblen receive
~ld th peneion arrangements with the Te~chers Annuity
Aseoo tion. I believe on theso terms he will come and be
ha,ipy. If you and Mrs. Fuld are ~llll1ngJ you may t ele raph
me at Burke aIle. II telle B ber er he is sending a copy
of thla letter to Veblen, md shall not act a:f:firl11atively
until all of us agree. y l' s a .pointm nt w u begin
October 1. 1934.

V File, FIe r. Abraham

., ,.:,--~
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NOTES

B·ographic

7/24
1/2$

L,

FLEY.lII

HEl~Al

, .
BAMBERGE.R

Flexner to Ve len.

Mr. namoergor has jUlt t 10 raph d e he itates about
1, feari th t he y be an unatabl r ctor or in p or
.th. Flexner says h J:a no legal right to ot, an h

li ve it i wisest to d fer otion ntil he can bri
the E~ c~tive eo. ittee to tl r on hie return to ew ork
a out t i"dle of Sept ber. a 15 'est Vebl n write
~eyl kin~ aim to oatoone an awerto adrid until he haa
h d a oh no to t k with m w en he come to warthInore in
th e 1,. fall. "With tactful em nt, I lieve it will
00 t well in tend."
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1 ~ner to Veblen, J ly 25, 1 33.

Ay lotte h I just come over to pay u a brief vi it,
nd he think I did right in not presaing tha IIlAtter of

P f Bor Weyl by il on Mr- arooer~er and Mr • Fuld. He
1ilill call a me ti of the xecutive Committae j t as
• oon a hoe oack t N W York.

c
lexn r y that

tt e 111 et in the
eyl t t the

Sept ber.
cutlve

1J Vile. lexner. A r nam

..
-', $.
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1933

o.
w'EYL, H :MANN

Biographical

7/27

• A.

BAM GER

EI TEIN. A.

Flexner to Veblen.

Tnis orni I reoeivod from L b. denburg a telegram
from London Wllich reads: liVery urgent. 0rfic ia1 invi"; tion
that G rman professor b expedit d s they may not be allowed
t r.1eave. 1I

V Fl1 • Fle er. Abr m

)

~."."..... ',..,
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1933 ( latyp d 1922)

• o.

arES I
I:>logra .1cal

8/2

Fill

BAMBEF.G

not

Flexnor to b n.
1

n two notes uly 29 to lexner" 1c re

a ydelott r ran. Fuld
"and b r ot tally eyl m tter.

o~e h t t e roned o~t 80 thkt
Weyl c wi!' and ch1ldren wI th h1m. 1t r'r. berger
and r. yc ~3. the 1 cldent wOll ~i e ~ conoern.

it e 1 t t til 1 an t 1n .or U8 to
w rry 0 f r til fu.u of I t1tu e 18 oomerned.

\ with bO r 001 tituted a ou i • the aoad lc point of view
will prevail in acade lc ttere.

V Fl. 1 ner. Abr h
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1933

o• Bio r lical

8/21

•A•

• A.

•
llexner to V b1 n. Au ust 21.1933.

i hop ful that w shall
pp Inv nt for eyl an( a y aI'

( lch rd). thou h 0 0 e tnat
in GBvti en.

ake the pam ent
Invi ta on to 0 rant
ourant will ee rein tated

Veblen been In corresponaenoe with Lowan In reg rd
to th full-tilne work expecte of Einstein. appar ntly.
1exner agre s wIt Veblen t t we don't tlatm to esta l1ah

too~ prece nt. "I t nk th re axe on or two thl '"
that we '01111 v to InsI~t upon. and full tim durIng the
abbrev ted y Is on or them. th t ought t 0 at-ply not only

,.,
., .

,.: ~. ':.

'.
,'.,
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to wor'kera, but to emb r of the acuIty. or cour e, I 0
not m thB. t you or Alexand r or EiUil t in soul ot during
the tel atten scientifio m eti B or mkke scientific

r , but I do Mean tha t th t akin on of acdit iona
ohai an ofessor ipa, as Ei t in has done, does not eam

to me to h rmoniz ith the spirit of our un rtak1 •
v r, t 1 i a mat er '" ich 1 shall take up lI1t Einstein

1n th course of the y ar. ! beg you !!2! !2. mention II !2.
anyon .n

V 11'11 , F'lexn r, Abr ham
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1933

IGREKS

IZYL. IN

FLEXNER. A.

AIDUCTTE, F.

/ • o.

POLICIES

Acad ic Personnel

Biographical

A 1n1stration

9/8

l''lexner to Veblen letter concern ermanent offer to eyll th t he "n1 become
an AlIIerican citizen and that he will not accept multiple proteBsorehips in other institu­
tions. F11s IV-19.

Seel IGRElI!'.S

,.,
,,

- Academ1c Personnel
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1934

SALARIES

TRUSTEES

MORSE, MARSTQ

VEBLEN, O.

Academic Personnel

The Corporation

Biographical

8/30

ReI Flexner (Paris) to Veblen (laine) concerning invitation to orse and dis­
cussion of IAS salary scal"s. File IV-19

,. ,.'\ "

..
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1934

SALA 1

P1iINC TO m!lIVlE:RSITI

MARVARD IV IT

Academic Personnel

Relatione WOO

SEt ARSTCIl

ALUAllD

j BL • O.

Bio hical

R I Veblen to Fl xnar letter concerning inv1tat10 to oree (should definite
otter as 800n as possible) comparison of Alexander'e (IAS~ and Le1'schetll's (PU) salaries.
File IV-19.

Beel SALARIES - Academic Pereonnel

i
, "

>. ', .

> •...
....:,"";'

" .
"~l
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1934

SALARIES

PRINCETCN UNIVERSITY

)J CRSE , MARSTON

'VEBLEN, O.

FLEENER, A.

Academic Personnel

Relations WOAl

Biographical

9/14

Re: Flexner to Veblen letter concerning professorial salaries and adherence to
Princeton U. scale; inviting Morse. File IV-19.

See: SALARIES - Academic Personnel

, .
" •... ;,
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1935

I'iErnLlm, O.

F R, A.

Photostat of orIg1nal lott
thIs m 0 and tiled in Chronalo
1s 1n the Frank! rter papera 2.

Fr nkturt r pap era. 110 2

1/18

B10gra hi

r which 1a attaohed to
cal f l.e under 1935, 1/18,
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FMuDer to Veblen. He. ItII Veblen wriw to Mn. ,.a"'''DI of Br'1D lUI4
l11li .t..1II wriw U. oolceteller FolmdaUoD. Be aleo p1ac~ aene. w1th the .ollltioD
VebleD bu IQI -wd abo1lt Ka. I' aad ~e tIIIt 1t th1. taU..... oaa put our !IIadi
tq u.r .. to the aut belt .wp.

the ar,..nt bu worried b1! AQd. _ cIIOS4I. to p1lt bU tlMl.UI an OD pa r
vith l'IlU'Cl to Veblen" eotinU.. &lid tacnlJ.t7 parUoipa n in oeral. -Let ..., a
I .. th1Dp OIl lIb1eh I haft l'Itleotod a deal .1Doe oar ClGll'NreaUOD U. other _ 10

8JlOot to add1t1~ tao1l1tse... tb1nQ thll 10 a _twr to lowl'I u. I_Ututo
_d U. 'frQIWo. fl"Ia U. int or • 1ut1t1lt1 .. a wbole. • tbhlh that .blen
.houl4 be loo!r1nC at 1t, IIOt .. a I' I the t t1eal -for )"C1II' 1Dtl...
w1thlo U. ull 1il t!ll loa nIIl dlpod 7"111' 01 7 to Y1ew tho lDet1t. u
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h tar 1: w111 extend til ri an inl to en4
to for..' the p*loulal' taoulty of 0 tbe,. an __
.. a whole.

~ , I' t a c!Utin t. 0 "'1' AlQ'ODe
about blll .. a 'prota..or' I haw alw7 1Dte4 out that it 1. \IIlta1l' to -.ddle 1\1.
oon4uct 1Ip01l t 'prote lor,' a a ole.·

t I' or t h. 11 PI'I to. hi. t tlo.
prclblA.. ot l'Ioru1t1nc tor the bool ot R1III&n1lt.1o stw:l1e. and

'fit tMa co rT • cIefin1te tradition of 1q nt.
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to eo
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1935

GENERAL (PURPOSJ.<.;)

DEGREES

FLEXNER, A.

:.-"1EBLEN, O.

TAUB, A.

Givens, W.

RIDENOUR

BLEICK, W.

HIRSCHFELDER, DR. J. L.

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

Veblen to F1exner

'. .

"

12/27

Corporation

Acadewic Procedures

Biographical

Relations WOAI
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"I appreciate your remarks about the part-time arrangement,
and although my experience does not agree with that which you cite,
I hope that you will find me accepting the decision in the same
loyal spirit in which it is taken. Indeed, I did not suggest the
meeting of the mathematical group at which your letter of DecemDer 11
was discussed, but merely circulated your letter f or t he information
of my colleagues."

IV-20
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1936-39

~ PARTICIPATION 11/ '" 4

POLICY

FLEXNER, A.

/'VEBLEN, 0 •

RIEFLm, W.

MORSE, M.

GOLlJ1A , H.

EINSTEIN, A.

EARLE, E.

Academic Personnel

AdJ1linistration

Biographical

Excerpts from File V-l, IAS Faculty Minutes 1933-1950

See FACULTY PARTICIPATION - Academic Personnel VW-,,).J ~\Q.. II F ..
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VEBLEN, O.

GIV

TAUB

Biographical

s· ydelott' r port to Boar on 0 001 ot athematics
on Veblen's work with Given and Taub tor realization ot
what Plemer did to Ve len when he rem ved Given and '!laub
tro Ins itute assistants and e b rs. Aleo Bee Veblen to
Aydelotte Au u.t 26, 1941 tiled Vertical un er "k".

Vertioal Pile " is the souroe tar thia note.
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PLEXNER, f .•

Plexner to Veblan.

Public lelJ t'ons

Bio raphical

See Chronolol':ical File or SUbject le unaer any of
the above references for a me~orandum re~a din~ pr~cur~

a new bu lu' n; for the Institute.
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./\'EBLEN, O.

STEWART, W. W.

WAR lEN

'IEXNER, A.

Biogra hical

10/9

ee Veblen I s remarks welcomi Stewart - Warren to
Faoulty at Board meeting. Giv II color to tory his and
Flexner'll differences arose in January, 1939. 1n a fight over
something else an Veblen used disoontent of ~arle with the
new 8p pointments.

Trusteell' Minutes, 10/9/38
... ~', .
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Veblen w1res~ or Tr1n1ty eonep. C8IIIbr1.dgel "'iuarldn CouTant and I haTe

re.~ was the ClCIaIIUl'I1cation." (r N~~' ~.er)
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EI TEIN, A.

L , A.

AYJELOm, r.

10 aphioal

BAILEY, •

See 1nterriew with Mrl. Either B&1lAy 10/31/55
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NOMINATIONS (p. 7)

1/23

Academic Personnel

PARTICIPATION IN AIlJIINISTRATION (pp. 4-13)
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY (p. 6,7) Relatl. ons WOAI

FLEXNER, A. (pp. 4-10)

~IEN, O. (p. 10)

WEED (p. 10, 11)

CARRELL (p. 11)

SABIN (p. 11)

RlEFIER, W. w. Ip. 12)

Biographical

Flexner on autonomous schools. Protests against idea
it is disorder. Comments on Faculty government.

Trustees' Minutes, 1/23/39

'..'., '
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FACULTY PARTICIPATION

POLICY

FLEXNER, A.

"VEBLEN, O.

MORSE,

GOLDMAN, H.

I TEIN, A.

EARLE, E.

Letter from Prof. Morse to Prof. Meritt - File V-2

See FACULTY PARTICIPATION - Academic Personnel
,. ~
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Aaninistration

Biographical
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JACULTY PARTICIPATION

POLICY

IDARD OF TRUSTEES

rlEINER. A.

IVBBLEN. O.

RIEl"LER. W.

HCRS • M.

OOLDUN. H.

II TEIN. A.

EARLE. E. H.
A letter traa !HE with aaninistrati,..

MUSS. H.

AYDELOTTE. F.

see !CULT! PARTICIPATION· Aoademio Puscmnel

">::
I • I ~
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Academ10 Personnel

Administration

Corporation

Biographioal

geetione tor IAS
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1939

:BLEB, O.

XYD'LOTr , F.

7/26

Bio ra Ilical

,

Ay elotte to Ve n, July 26, 1939.

Vebl n i at Brown Univera!ty, P vld ence, Rhode lllland,

"I ve your letter and telegr8lll (not in the rile) and
want to talk to you on the telephone on i)aturday concern..
plans for a eti • I hope to ha e ao word by then all to
what t e w 11 be convenelnt f'or other people concerned.
I think it POll ible t t ew York on Mon ay or ~ue day will
be beat. 11' oonvenient tor you we sllould love to have you
come Iltral ht fro Provi nc to our hou e arxl w e 00 then
go 0 er to ew York together. I can send to eet you at the
30th Street tation whe.ever you arrive ••• " Ayoelotte gives
Veblen mo t elaborate in tnuctions for reaohing aim on
private telephones, etc.

A lAS (T)

,
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o NDEBS

STE'JlA T, I

FLEXNER, A.

AYDELOT'J.L, •

E Vi.

August - October

Corporation

Bio ra. hical

l:!MMJ3E CF.h, h •

..jvESill'" O.
HIE LLlt, Iv.
JUG~TON

WEED

OC "ELLER Foundations

Handwritten notes in stewart's file during period of August to
Octooer, 1939, ana conwrning rle. erOs retirement.

Filed in Chronological

S Pile, General, 1939-1942

I

I.

/7
~le under 1939, AUgust --OG~be~.
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6/9

R , • •

Veblen to arb ayi he had ug ested "a tew worda
in teiu ight help" in getti Fl xner out. Th1 brl~ a
ueation arl 'a threat to Maa B ia that Eiuatein will r

if lexn r doesn't go.

Earle papera, vertical

frOll1
into
19n

'..
1 ~•.,. ., ,

.;;" ,"
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1940

FLEXNER, A.

EBLEN, O.

Bioeraphioal

See interview with Flexner, Oot • .31, 1955

sorutiny ot ohapters 27 and 28 in I Remember reveals Fle:mer ae conatruotively auitting
reterenoe to Veblen in the basie account of the romation of IJS. He mentions ID&ny

but alludes to Veblen only three times I (1) p.:nO. He sat in Veblen's chair at
the Institute'll School of Mathematics in Fine Hall at a meeting ot the mathematics IIlllIJIbere
of the Faculty. (2) p.385. About Wey11

llFran Berlin I went to G&ttingen where I !law ProtellllOr Weyl and invited
him to accept a prote eorehip. He It. .... hesitated to le ave hill native land-­
a hesitation with which I canplete~ Il]lIIpathised, though later he joined
ue, ae ,jj,d also veblen. who eu I d Alexander. ot the Prinoeton oup.
Von Ne'lllI&nn, a Hun arian teaohin in the University of Berlin. and Morle
of Ii&ri'rd."

(3) p.390. .Apropos to the takin of 110 m.any emigres forced to depart Qemany he eays
that SlIIIJ: 1£ vacanoi8ll occur hencetorth they ought to be filled with youn Americans.
"I w," thoroughly coneoioue of the danpr which I wall running and I remember quite
diet1not1y a ohance eting with Profe"eor Veblen in Qottin n hen we dUo ned the
1natituta. I aeked him it he would be interented in bei.ng aSlociated with it..."

."'; .:

" .
'1:.''',_
...'~.".,.

" ,
'.
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Qranting that the Veblen file "0 at the 1netitute when he wrote I Remember
he oould hardly ha.... failed to remember how olo.ely he had worked with eblen .fiiOe
about June of 1932. Correspondence reveale that it va. no "ohanoe" meeting in oOttingen.

"I Remelllbel'" Chaptere 27 & 28

,.
..

"
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1940

VEBLEN, O.

STRAUSS, LEWIS L.

AYDELOTTE, F.

U URA

Biographical

5/28

See corres ondence betwe n Veblen and Strau on the
re1!ef an l~lgration of the bohrs, Jakob Niel en, and so
on. Brings to ether Veblen and 'trauss. Courant 1s working
on the e projects alao. Veblen encloses to Aydelotte a
1 tt r dated May 26, 1940, from Courant to Strauss of Kuhn
Lobe and Company, whioh i in the fUe. Veblen commend.
writing to ydelotte to r ....traus , sa~i that the Institute
wOl.o1d be very gla to extend an inv! ta tion to Jakob Nielsen
in case necessary funds were av 11 leo ~In the oonversation
with Co~ant and myself, Hr. Strauss expressed great inte~ t
in the InstItute, and I invited him to come and Visit it.-

V-3
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LEN, O.

STRAUSS, LEWIS L.

AYDELOTT • F.

Biographlcal

5/28

Veblen to ydelotte.

"I enolo e herewlth a oopy of the letter from Courant. Hay26,
to Lewls L. StrauBs of Kuhn Loeb & Company to wh101l I referred tnls
mornlng. I think it would be very helpful In thl oonneotlon 1f you
woula wrlte to Mr. Strauss sayl t t the institute would be very ad
to extend an Invitation to PrOfessor Jakob Nielsen in oase the neoessary
funds were available. In the oonversat1on between Courant andt myself,
Mr. Strauss expressed great Interest In the
JUIlixpi7w.tfx In t1tute. and I invited hlm to oome and visit it. 1I

v-6
, .'

.. ', I., ....
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• ., 0 .. '
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1941 7/28

BLEN, O. Blogrlp hlc

AYD ...O'1' , F.

COMPTO , KARL
Xakk Aydelotte to Veblen, July 28.

~Illl Karl Compton some tlme baoktol Aydelotte of a plan for
an instl tute of mat emntlcs at Prinoeton w i h Veblen d worked out some
time before there was any Idea for an 1nstitut for Advano d tudy. "I
gath r from wtlat Compton sa! t t the Institute in its present for Is
praotioally a realization of t t pl n. lave you any memorandum.b t it
waloh you could nd m or w ioh MlsS Blake could fln t Prlnceton?"

v-6
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1943

BENEFITS

COMMITTEE ON PE1\fSIONS

EINSTEIN, A.

t4EBlliN

MORSE

LOVIE

HERZFEID

9/24

Academic Personnel

Corporation

Biographical

Agenda for meeting 9/24/43 ~o reconsider action on listed
professors' retirement. Einste in becallS e Flexner "never wrote
him an appointment letter; Veblen apparently because his service
ante-aatea Einstein's; Morse because of family situation.

Lim tation put on acceptance of another appointment by Lowe
and Herzfeld as long as receivinP- special research funds voted by
Executive Committee. (HerZfeld S2500 per annum for 3 years;
Lrrwe 54500 per annum for 3 years and ditto for Einstein and
Veblen account extension of active service.

A, 10/18/56, Benefits

. .
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Prof. Veblen wished to deed his home at 58 Battle Road to the Institute. "If the
Trustees were willing to accept this gift, it was suggested that a supplementary annuity
be given to Professor and Mrs. Veblen dUring their lives." The specified details were
left to the Finance Committee to be reported to the Board.

Tr. Min. 5/20/49 p. 1
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OPP IILR, R.

Maroh - November

Corporation

Academio Personnel

Biographioal

Notel There were no faculty meetings fro Maroh, 1955
to Woventb r, 19.5.5. There Willi an inorease in salary for all
Institute profe sors to ~18,ooo reaulti fro aotlon by the
Tru teea on Ootober 21, 1955. There la no allusion In the
minutes to the faoulty movi for this lnoreaa in a 1 y.

Wote: Veblen said at the Trustees' Bti of April t .5,
1955 that at the ti of 'he foundi of the Institute the
$15,orO maximum faoulty salary made t posaible to attr ct
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D ECTO

Interview with Profe eor Veblen, 12/1/55.

Piled in Vertical Pile under Intervi W8.

Int rview w1 th Pro es or Veblen, 12/1/55
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scrrOOL 0 CO OMICS ArD POLITICS
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Academl0 Organlz tlan

SCHOOL 0 MATH ATICS

EAIlIE, B.

PI.:: .R A•

...vEBIEN, O.

• Bla t'aphloa1

Interview with B. at lc ~arle, Deoember , 19/5.

lled In V rtioal File un er Interview••

Interview with 8. Beatrioe Earle, 12/9/55.
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POLICIES

PARTICIPATI N IN ADMlfI T\ TI N

SCHO L Ow ONOMICS ..... II) POLITICS

tJ{EBLE:N, O.

AYD LOTTE, F.

DOUG , I.E IS

F , A.

lZ/12

Adminl tr tlon

Ac em1c Personnel

Aca emlc Organlzation

Biogra hica1

Intervlew wlth Prof 8 or Veblen, December 12, 1955.

l1ed 1 n Vertical File un er Intervlewa.

Int rvlew ",it

'"

rofesaor Veblen, 12/12/55.
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SC OOL 0 ECO OMIC A POLITICS

12/13

Aca em~c r niz t10n

SC 10 L 0

ORSE.

TT

•

KATHI;;MA'TI C

B10gra hie al

LEN. O.

nT.
FLlllrE,R. A.

ELIOT. • 8.

Intervl w with Pro.fe or orae. Deoember 13. 1955.

Fll d 1n V rtieal File und r Interv1 WB.

Intervi w with Profes or or e. Deoember 13. 1955•
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SCHOOL O~ LeONO· CS AND POD7IC

RO C,.",.,..., ""LIER

TRU TEES

1/30

Aeade 1e Orga zatlon

Foun ations

Corporat on

TH
, F.

STl:;WAR'r. w. W.
RIEFLER. W.

N. O.
HERZFELr:. •
OFPENHlHM6 •
STRAUSS, L.
LE I , WI
FRANKFURT
WARfit.N, R.

•

iogr o

Intervie w1th Walter W. Stewart, January 30, 1956.

F ed in Vertioal F_le under Interviews.

Interview with Professor Stewart. 1/30/56

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Veblen 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



,,'J ~',
',\"

I "

..

•

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Veblen 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



T"n~""""'l wit 1

u in r 1 1 ][Dtervl. " 1 n

nie...,lew wlt

.' ,

1'0 80 w 1

, "

,,01.'

.,..4, :.
'.f.. "

'> ,

"

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Veblen 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1956

PRINCETON UNI SITY

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATIC

''''''''mN. 0 •

FRANKFURT , F.

FLEXN , A.

FLEJ , SIMON

CARREL

Relations WOAI

Academic Org nization

Biographical

Interview with Professor Veblen, February 28, 1956.

Filed in Vertical File under Veblen Interview••

Interview with Veblen, 2/28/56
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Relations WOll

Academic Personnel

Academic Activities

Academic Organization

Interview with
Morse 6/21/56.

Filed in
Vertioa1 File
under Mors~

Interviews.

Educational Institutions
Adminis trat ion
Corporation
Academic Procedures
Biographioal
5, 8, 13)vfEBLEN {I, 2, 4,

DODDS (2)
WARREN (2, 3)
VON NEUMANN (3, 5, 6)
PLAZCEK (3)
WIENER, NORBERT (4, 6)
WEYL{5, 8)
EINSTEIN (6, 8, 11, 12, 16)
VINER (9, 10)
AYDELOTTE (lO, 11)
OPPENHEIMER (l~)

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY (8, 9, 10)
HARVARD UNIVERSITY (1)

MATHEMATICS (2, 7, 14)
E. C. P. (5, 6)
APPOINTMENTS (2, 3, 4, 5)
SALARIES (3)
FACULTY (10, 11)
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS (5, 9, 14, lS)
SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES (14)
JOHNS HOPKINS (7 ~ 8)
DIRECm0R {10, 11}
TRUSTEES (ll)
RESEARCH (13)
MORSE (1, 5, 8, 10)
BIRKHOFF (1, 4)
WHITNEY (2)
STEWART (2, 3)
FLEXNER (3, 7, 8)
GODEL (3, 5)
MAYER, WALTHER (3)
SIEGEL (S)
BIGELOW (5, 6)
ELIOT, T. S. (7)
STRAUSS (10)
EARLE (10)
BOREL (15)
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Academic ActiVities
Administration
AcademiC Organization
Relations WOAI
Academic ersonnel
Administration
Facilities
Foundations
Biographi cal

1956

ECONOMICS (Pp. 1, 4, 5, 10, 11, 13, 14, 16)
DIRECTOR (P. 6)
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC ~lIITUDIES (pp. 6, 7)
PRINCETON (P. 7, 8, 11)

PARTICIPATION IN ADMIlISTRATION IP. 9, 13)
POLICIES (P. 12)
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS (P 0 6, 7, 15, 16)
ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION (P. 16, 18)
STEWART, w. W. (P. 1, 5, 13, 14)
FRANKFURTER (P. 2, 5, 9, 17)
CLAy(t. 4)
RIEFLER (Po 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15)
WOLMAN (P. 4, 17)
~NER (P. 5, 8)

AYDELOTTE (P. 6)
VEBLEN (P. 1, 16)

STRAUS (P. 7)
PANDFSKY (Po 7)
SCHROEDINGER (P. 7, 8)
OPPENHEIMER (P. 9, 17)
WARREN (Po 10,11, 16)

BUCHANAN (NORMAN) (Po 11)
PElS (P. 13)

Interviewwl.th Mr. Stewart, September 25, 1956.
Filed in Vertical File under Stewart Interviews.
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SC OOL 0 MAEHEMATICS

MATHEMATIC

PHYSIO

DIRECTO

MEMBERS

~BLEN, O.

.ONTGO Y

AYDELOTTE

rED , A.

12/12

ca ern10 Organ1sation

Acaee 10 Actlv1tle.

Administrat10n

Aoa e 1e per80nn 1

Blograp leal

Interv1 w w1th r. Veblen, Deoember 12, 1956.

Fl1ed in Vert10al 11e un &r Ve len Int rv1ews.
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1957

DI C OR (2)

GOTTMAN. J N (1. 2. 3)

Administration

Biographioal

4/17

FLEXNlIiR

BAILEY

ST»IART

~EBLE
MITR

LERAY

(1)

(1)

(2)

(2)

(2. 3)

(2. 3~

OPPENHEI (2. 3)

EINSTEIN (2. 3)

After dinner oonversation with J ~ Gottman. April 17. 1957.

Filed in Vertic File under Gottman Inter iewB.
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Biographioal

Aoademio Aotivities

Finanoe
Aoademio Or!anization

Corporation
Faoilities
Aoademio Personnel

FOUNDERS (1, 4, 5)
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS (1)
PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION (2, 3)
APPOINTMENTS (4, 5, 6)
ECONOMICS (4)
ARCHAEOLOGY (4)
GENERAL (4)
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES (4, 6)
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS (6)
GOLDMAN (1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 6)
AYDELOTTE (1, 3, 4)
HOUGHTON (1)
OPPENHEIMER (2)

.,Al"EBIEN 0, 6)
MORSE (3)
FLEXNER (4, 5, 6)
THOMPSON (4)
BAMBERGER, LOUIS (5)
BAMBERGER, LAVINIA (5)
MERITT (6)
PANOFSKY (6)
DE.TOLN~ (6)0'..2 oJ £
~'<~iew<with Hetty Goldman, June 27, 1957.

Filed in Vertioal File under Goldman Interviews.
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