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ROBERT B MEYNER 

STEPI-IEN B WILEY 

EOWIN C. LANDIS . .JR. 

DONALD M MALE I-IORN 

WILLIAM F> VERDON 

TI-IOMAS D . I-IOGAN 

LAW OFFICES 

MEYNER AND WILEY 

2 4 CO MMER C E ST R EET 

NE W AR K , N ,J . 07102 

May 8 , 1968 

Mrs. G. Elizabeth Shaner 
The Institute for Advanced study 
princeton, New Jersey 08540 

Dear Mrs. Shaner: 

In reference to your note of April 24, 1968, 
I would appreciate it if you would send the author's 
copies of Science and the Common Understanding to 
Mrs. Oppenheimer at 63 Maxwell Lane, Princeton, New 
Jersey. 

very truly yours, 

MEYNER AND WILEY 

;JIk1A4 
William P. Verdon 

wpv: lc 

TEL. EF> I-IONE 

AR EA CODE 201 

15204 -2800 
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2<+ Ppril 1968 

D~ar Mr. Verdon: 

Enclosed is a letter, dated 
April ll, l~68, rrom B. Simio, Literary 
Department, Yugoslavic A,.lthors Agency, 
concerning publication of a translation of 
Science and the Common Understanding by 
Dr. Robert Oppenheimer. auld you please 
let me ,mo"" to .rhom the author I s copies 
should be sent .... hen received. 

Mr. ,/illiam P. Verdon 
Meyner & iley 
24 Co~~erce Street 
NOlar" N. J. 07102 

encl;:,sure 

Sincerely yours, 

G. Eli~abeth Shaner 
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Mr • . 111liam P. Verdon 
Meyner &: filey 
24 Commerce Street 
NewarK, New Jeraey 07102 

Dear Mr . Verdon: 

19 December 1967 

Enclosed are the below listed: 

Dividend Check No. 737490, dated 12/15/67, 
from Maa3ey-Fergudon Limited, in the amount 
of $112.50 payable to J. Robert Oppenheimer, 

Dividend Information notice from Ford Motor 
Company, addressed to J. Robert Oppenheimer. 

Sincerely youra, 

Mrs. Charlea H. 3haner, Jr. 

enclosures (2) 

Copy to Mr3. Robert Oppenheimer 
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cross references as follows: 

Sydney Morning He~ald (SY Section of Institute General) 
Service for Dr.Oppenheimer 

~r. Pecar Miebelmore 
Editor and Manager 

V.arcl1 30, 19108 

Toe Sydney Morning llerald, Ltd. 
229 Weat 43rd Street 
Uew York, ~ew York 10036 

Dear Nr. Miebelmore : 

Replying to your letter of reb 27th, I 
sa afraid chat I cannot be helpful. to you 
dtb regard to Dr. Oppenbeiaar I s f oraer 
aecretariea. 

Two have left Princet~ and I do not 
have tileir addr.aaea and another has, I 
am inforaed, declined to give incerviewa. 

Pleue accept., apologies for.., inability 
to halp. 

S1ncurely yours, 

Janet Smith 
Office of tue Director 

bee: Mrs. Shaner ~ 
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11 January 1968 

Dear Mr. V~rdon: 

Enclosed 13 a U.S. Information 
'{eturn for Calendar Y' ar 1967 for J. 
Robert Oppenheimer, c/ o Inat1tute for 
Advanced , tudy, from the Peoples Gaa Light 
and COKe Company. 

Mr. ~rilliam P. Verdon 
Meyner & liley 
24 Commerce ~treet 
Ne..-arK, Ne',1 Jer3ey 07102 

enclosure 

jincerely yours, 

Mrs . C. H. 3haner, Jr . 
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10 January 1968 

Dear Mr. Verdon: 

Encloded 13 a U.3 . Infor~ation 

~eturn for Calendar Year 1967 for J. 10bert 
Oppenheimer, c 0 The In3titute for Advanced 
3tudy, from the Central and )outh We'3 t 
Corporation . 

Mr . ,';111iam P. Ve rdon 
Meyner & -liley 
24 Commerce 3treet 
N>,lark , Ne,~ Jer ley 07102 

enclo.mre 

3incerely your3 , 

Mr, . C. H. Shaner, Jr . 
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14 July 1967 

Dear Mr. Vetri: 

Enclosed is the official statement 
of the Institute, concerning contributions 
made on behalf of Dr. Oppenheimer to TIM and 
CREF. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Charles H. Shaner, Jr. 

Mr. Dominick R. Vetri 
Meyner & Wiley 
24 Commerce street 
Newark, New Jersey 07102 



Records of the Office of the Director:General Files / Box 50 / Oppenheimer, J. Robert - Death 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

LAW OFFIC ES 

M E YNER AND WILEY 

ROBERT B. MEYN ER 

STEPHEN B . WILE Y 

EOWIN C . LANDIS . .JR. 

G. DOUGLAS HO F"E • .JR. 

DOMI""' C K R. V ETR I 

DONAl.D M . MALEHOFIN 

WILLIAM P. V EROO N 

24 COMMERCE STREET 

NEWARK . N . .j. 07102 

Mrs. Elizabeth Shaner 
Institute For Advanced Study 
Olden Lane 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Re: Oppenheimer Estate 

Dear Mrs. Shaner: 

July 10, 1967 

For Federal Estate Tax purposes we will need an 
official statement from the Institute For Advanced Study as 

TEl.EPHONE 

A REA CODE 2 01 

62 <4 -2 8 00 

to the contributions made by Dr. Oppenheimer and the Institute 
to the TIAA and CREF policies. 

Would you kindly request such a formal statement 
signed by an authorized official of the Institute. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Very truly yours, 

MEYNER AND WILEY 

i!~.{C,M 
DRV: lc 
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13 July 1967 

Dear Mr. Vetri: 

Enclosed is a letter from Joan Daves. 

concerning the i'oreign rights to Dr. Oppenheimer's 

publications . 

Mr. Dominick Vetri 
Meyner and Wiley 
24 Commerce street 
Newark. New Jersey 07lO2 

enclosure 

Sincerely yours. 

Mrs. Charles H. Shaner, Jr. 
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6 July 1<X>7 

Dear Mr. Vetri: 

Enclosed is a credit notice, received 
by Mrs. Oppenheimer, from the Princeton Bank 
and Trust Company f or the estate account, 
indicating a deposit of $637.48 from the Irving 
Trust Company, New York. 

Mr. Dominick Vetri 
Meyner & Wiley 
24 Commerce Street 
Newark, New Jersey 07lL02 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Charles H. Shaner, Jr. 
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5 July 1967 

Dear Mr. Vetri: 

Enclosed are the below listed dividend checks: 

Deere & Comrany $ 135. )l 

General Te le hone & Electronics 16'1. ') 1 

Harvey Aluminum 15' . " 

Sears, Roebuck & Co . 3.6 . '. 

Mr. Dr>minick Vetri 
Meyner & wiley 
24 Commerce Street 
Newark, New Jersey '17112 

enclosures (4 ) 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Charles H. Shaner , Jr. 
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23 June 1967 

Dear Mr . Vetri: 

Enclosed is a dividend check from 
Massey- Ferguson, dated June 15. 1967. for 
$1l2 . 51 • 

Mrs . Oppenbeimer bas asked tbat I 
let your office know tbat she would prefer 
tbat mail addressed to her be sent to Mrs. 
Robert Oppenheimer rather than Mrs. Katherine 
Oppenheimer . 

Thank you. 

Mr . Dominick Vetri 
Meyner & Wiley 

Sincerely yours. 

Mrs. Charles H. Shaner, Jr . 

24 Commerce Street 
Newark, New Jersey 1)71 'l2 
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22 June 1967 

Dear Mr. Vetri: 

EncL sed is the l etter from Abraham 
Levine, about which I sllOke with you on the 
telephone. The wrd & TlI~rlor bill vas paid in 
December 1965, and the cancelled check returned 
with the January or February 1966 bank statement. 
I am sorry that I cannot be more specific, but 
the personal files are no longer in this office . 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Charles H. Shaner, Jr. 

Mr. Dominick Vetri 
Meyner & Wiley 
24 Commerce street 
Newark, New Jersey ' 7102 
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Items in Vault 

One blue jewel kit (pearls ) 

Cne red Je-<tel roll 

One 

Max Weber Sketches 

Notebook - Estate of JO 

Cash Book or Journal of JO 

Folder - Estate of Ella F . Oppenheimer 

Box for Miss Toni Oppenheimer (Silver Dollars) 
,L, 11, .. ,. .. 

Deposit Slips - Folders 1947 thr~ugh 1965 

Inst itute pay check stubs 

Publishers Agreement - Simon & Schuster, Inc. for The Oren Mind, Fall 1('55 _ v . ....... ---
Publishers Agreement - Simon & Schuster, Inc., for Science !!!2. ~ ColJllllon • v ...... 

Understandins. 1964 

Deeds & Titles 

#1 Eagle Hill 
#10 Edgecroft Road 

Ranch House and land, Cowles, San Miguel County, Nell Mexico - v..--

Parcel No . lB, Estate Dennis Bay, #17B Cruz Bay Quarter, 
St. John, Virgin Islands, Nancy Flagg :1ibney to Katherine Oppenheimer -v~ 

Robert F . Smith and Vi~inia Lee Smith to Katherine Oppenheimer v.~ · 

Parcel tio . LA, Estate Dennis Bay, Cru~ Bay Quarter, St. John, Vir'3in Islands ' 

pac~e of Sketches of the Institute for Advanced Study 



Records of the Office of the Director:General Files / Box 50 / Oppenheimer, J. Robert - Death 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

Personal Family Folder - Birth Certificates, Marriage Certificate, 
Citizenship Papers 

Government Folder - AEC and government correspondence 

2. 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer letter, dated October 30, 1947, to Herbert H. Maass 
(signed by Mr. Maass) 

Pictures taken at Solvay Congress Proceedings 

Einstein Portrait 

Certificates! Awards! Honorary Degrees 

Municipal. Council of Rehovot, ~ 20, 1958 

Royal Society of London, 1962 

Weitzmann Institute of Science, May 20, 1958 

Calcutta University 

Association of Chemistry of Argentina - September l~, 1961 

Drexel Award Scroll, 1957 

National. Academy of Science, Argentina, July 15, 1961 

Legion of Honor, France, 1957 

Medal. of Merit (President Truman), January 1946 

Princeton University, 1966 

University of Montevideo, 1961 

Newspaper Guild of New York Citation, 1955 

Society of Regiam Brlttanicum, 196~ 

Department of the Navy, April 1949-Apri1 1952 

Academy of Science of Brazil, August 10, 1961 

/ 
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University of New MeKico, June 1947 

National University of Engineers, Peru, Mny 28, 1962 

University of Chile, I~y 17, 1962 

University of Celifornia, June 1948 

Wedge Award , 1945 

National Academy of Sciences, April 1941 

National Research Council i n Physics, September 1927 

American Inventors Society 

American \cademy of Arts & Sciences, May 1940 

University of Pennsylvania, 1946 

Wilkie MeClOria1 Building o\ward, 1947 

American Philosophical Society, Philade1ph1a,ltpril 1 145 

Harvard University, 1947 

3. 

Letter re commendation to Dr. Robert Oppenheimer fr-·m Universit-y of California 
for contribution 1n development of ~tom1c bomb 

Dr . of Philosophy, }eorge Augustus University (Gettingen), 1927 

Expired Insurance Policies 

Automobile Policies - 1960-1965 
Fine Arts Policy 
Scheduled Property Floater Policy, 10/62- 10/65 
Comprehensive Personal Liability Policy, 5/5g- 5/62-San Miguel, New MeKico 
Workmen's Compensation, 5/59- 5/62 
Hartford Accident & Indemnity Co., ~utomobi1e Policy, Peter Oppenheimer, 
October 1~~-October 1965 

J:qv '_o!.~' 

T 
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Tele<:l''ll!I!I on beh!U1' ot' Y.rs . 0> nenhel'11er - February 20. lQl)7 

• A1fred Frlendl:y, london 

vh-red Frlendly, Ford Foundation / 
Dr. T. Keith Gl.enn"n,Assoc . Univerl1t1es, Inc . _,#0 

VP'ra.nces Henderson, Office of SenatOl' Clifford Case 

v'Jose h~jOhnSOn .},)-t. t+M 9 .. Y - ri' J' / 

JC'hn lansdale 

Paul. Ni tze, Secretary of Navy 

.,/Marcuerite Owen, Tennessee Valley Authorlty, Wash . , D. C, 
K., 4. N-

Dr . Charles A. Thomas , Ibn" Sana, St . louis .~ 

" Carroll L. t1.8on , Cambridge 

"'-ul. Hor 3an, M1 ddl.etown, Conn . 

Honora NellllWl, Parl. - #0 

I . Takagi, Tokyo - #0 

Slr balsh Berlin - )/0 

Meyer ~,e1sgal, Weltzmnnn Instltute 

c. V. Wedgwood - 10/0 

Denis de Rougemont 

Senator Clilford P. Case 
Senator Clinton P. Anderson"" 

/Bennett Boskey, \<lash ., D. C. 

vi4r. and Mrs . Robert lowell, 15 W. 67th St ., NYC .- IV /) , 
/ 

- V Martba Parsone Burroughs, Wash . , D. C. 

Mr . and Mrs . ~. Hempelmann, Rochester, N. Y. 

)lc3eor-e ~dy, Ford Foundatlon, 477 Madison ve. 

/JOhn Palfrey, ltennedy Instltute, &..rv8rd 

Gen. James McCormick, ComDat /J~ 

John J . McCloy 
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Roger SessioIl8, ~411 Hawthorne Terrace, Berkeley ~ /110 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Dale 

I~·s . Georgia ~ett 

141' • and !f.rs. Carl Frank 

Mr. and Mrs. William Callahan 

Mrs. Wi~liam Thorpe 

Mz 6 . E%'Vlr-ellttrlrDenham No 

Mr. and Mrs. Gus Stark 

President I6'ndon B. John&on 

2 . 
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4 January 1968 

D~ar Behram: 

I am moat gratefUl that you propoae to 
eatabliah a prize at the Center in my huaband'a name 
for acientiats ~ho have made contributions to the 
theoretical natural Jciencea. I am e3pecially pleaaed 
that it i3 to be an ~nnual prize. 

I hope that you and 3evda are well, and pleaJe 
thank Dr. 3klar for me for his generosity in providing 
the aums for the allards. 

Best ~ishe3 for the Nell Year. 

Dr. Behram Kuraunoglu 
Center for Theoretical 3tudieJ 
University of Miami 
Coral Gables, Florida 33124 

3incerely, 

MrJ. ~obert Oppenheimer 
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21 December 1967 

Dear Kitty, 

felcome Home I 

I've sorted your mail ~omewhat, bill~, bank 
notice~, cards •••• 

I did not send 30me things on as I feared 
they «ould not reach you in time due to the Christmas mail. 
Enclosed is my acknowledgement to a letter from Dr. Behram 
Kursunoglu at the University of Miami, and copies of brief 
notes to Meyner's Office. 

Stuart Hampshire called. Said to tell you that 
there will be seven in their party, including the Hampshire~. 
Balanchine cannot make it. "He will be dancing away at 11 
that night." (His group, that is.) 

I gave your message to Felix, and he ~ill expect 
a call from you on the 28th. 

Your Christmas remembrances have been given to 
Jessie 310wen, John Harris, and John 30eller. 

Alfred Bush of the University called. You may 
remember he had called some time ago about Dr. Oppenheimer's 
poetry. He is now gathering a collection of poetry by 
Princetonians and may call you at home. 

I will be in New York all day on the ~1th. 30 
will hope to 3ee you on the 28th . 

Love to Toni tool 
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8 December 1967 

Dear Kitty and Toni, 

I am enclosing all personal mail received 
so far for you both. Bills, bank notices, etc. will 
await your return. 

Toni--I have seen no mail from Princeton or 
Rutgers. If it arrives, I will send it prontol 

No doubt you know that we suffered (enjoyed?) 
a snow storm shortly after you left. All of your friends 
were very envious--but you will probably enjoy some snow 
when you return. 

Nothing new to report--Charles and I did see 
David Greene's film with sound . It certainly holds your 
interest, though still, I believe, needs cutting. I live 
such a film with the participants, so I was tired at the 
end. 

All of the Christmas endless details are keeping 
me busy. I am not particularly enthusiastic about sending 
cards but Charles is, so we do. You will get a kick out 
of what happened. Our imprinted cards arrived this week 
saying from "Lix arid Charles Shaner ." Oh weIll 

3ee you soon. 

Love, 

Liz 
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3 April 1967 

Dear Ruth : 

Enclosed is the list of people 
to whom acknowledgement cards have been sent . 
Also enclosed is a sample of the card . 

Liz 
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1 j" {(,I,)/' fr' fl('k}w'('/r"y" 

H,,/it Jrn""H.//u",J;J 
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ROBERT OPPENHEIMER 

1904 - 1967 

Requiem Canticles 1965- 1966 

Recording conducted by Robert Craft 

Hans Bethe 

Henry DeWolf Smyth 

George F. Kennan 

Quartet Number 14 in C Sharp Minor, Op. 131 

Igor Stravinsky 

VI. Adagio; VII. Allegro Ludwig van Beethoven 

The Juilliard String Quartet 
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Handwritten note on memorial booklet to Mr. Iqndon B. Johnson, 
President of the United States 

Dear Mr. President, 

This book1et of the services for my husband has just 
come off the press. 

With it I want to thank you for your great perception 
and warmth, for your kindnesl in writing me, for being our 
President in these most troub~e80me times. 

My husband would join me in what I say. 

With gratitude to you, Mr. President, and to Mrs. Johnson 
whom I hope to see on St. John. 

Princeton 
New Jersey 
June 26, 1967 

Kitty Oppenheimer 
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Acknowledgement Cards sent to : 

Dr . N. E. Bradbury, Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico 

Dr . Herbert L. Anderson, Enrico Fermi Institute, University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois 

Mr . Eldred C. Nelson, TRW Systems, Redondo Beach, California 

Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg, Chairman, U. S. Atomic Energy Commission, Washington , D. C. 

Drs. Bogolubov, Dzhelepov, Flerov, Frank , Pontecorvo, Blokhintsev, 
Joint Institute for Nuclear Research, Dubna, U. S. S.R. 

Rector, University of Cordoba, Cordoba, Argentina 

Prof . E. C. G. Sudarshan, Physics Department, Syracuse University, Syracuse, N.Y . 

Mr . Herbert Scoville, Bureau of Arms Control & Disarmament, Washington, D. C. 

Sir William Penney, U. K. Atomic Energy Commission, 11 Charles II Street, 
London, S. W. 1, England 

Prof . Aage Bohr, Niels Bohr Institute, 17, Blegdamsvej, Copenhagen, Denmark 

Professor C. M~ller, Niels Bohr Institute, 17, Blegdamsvej, Copenhagen, Denmark 

Lajos Janossy & Roland Eotvoes, Central Research Institute of Physics, 
University of Budapest, Budapest, Hungary 

Prof . N. Furlan, University of Torino, Via P. Guira, 1, Torino, Italy 

Prof . Leon Van Hove, CERN, Geneva 23, Switzerland 

Prof. E. Segr~ 36 Crest Road, Lafayette, California 94549 

S. M. Ayub, 26-c Garden Road, Karachi, Pakistan 

Dr . Emil M. Mrak, 16 College Park, David, California 

Dr . A. de - Shalit, Weitzmann Institute of Science, Rehovoth, Israel 

Prof . Selman A. Waksman, Institute of Microbiology, Rutgers - The State University, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 08903 

Arturo Gomez Costa, Executive Director, Academy of Arts & Sciences of Puerto 
Rico, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico 00931 
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Prof . Sergio Fubini, Institute of Theoretical Physics , University of 
Torino , Via P. Guira l, Tori no , Ital y 

Raymond T. Birge, l639 La Vereda Road, Berkeley, California 94709 

Ambassador Francois de Rose , 5 Rua Santo- O- Velho, Lisbon, Portugal 
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FAMILY 

First Row 

Mrs. Robert Oppenheimer 

Miss Toni Oppenheimer 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Oppenheimer 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Frank Oppenheimer 

and Mrs. L. Hempelmann 

and Mrs. Wallace Harrison 

and Mrs. Burroughs (Martha Parsons) 

Nicolas Nabokov 

George Balanchine 

McGeorge Bundy 
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A Dean Acheson 

B 

Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton Fish Armstrong 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr s. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Raymond Aron 

Pierre Auger 

W. H. Auden 

and Mrs. Henry Barnett 

George Balanchine (with family) 

and Mrs. V. Bargmann 

Nina Berberova 

Richard Birgi 

Bennett Boskey 

and Mrs. Julian P. Boyd 

McGeorge Bundy (with family) 

Mrs. Georgia Burnett 

Mr. and Mrs. Burroughs (Martha Parsons) with family 

C Miss Dominique Cibel 

Dr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

James B. Conant 

and Mrs. William Callahan 

Elliott Carter 

Senator Clifford Case 

Mr. John Conway 

Mr . George Corner 

D Mr. and Mrs. Aschwin de Lippe 

Mr. Denis de Rougemont 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Dale 

Mr. and Mrs. Francois de Rose 

E 
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F Mr . J. B . Fisk 

Fred Friendly 

Louis Fischer 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Fr ank 

G General Leslie R . Grov es 

H Mr. and Mrs. Julian Hast (cousin) 

I 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Hempelmann (with family) 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mrs. 

Mr . 

Mi s s 

Mis s 

Rep. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Donald Hornig 

and Mrs. Stewart Hampshire 

Wilder Hobson 

and Mrs. John Hunt 

Jeanne Hersch 

Frances Henderson 

Chet Holifield 

Averell Harriman 

and Mrs. August Hec:kscher 

Mr . and Mrs. W allace Harrison (with family) 

Mr . Paul Horgan 

J Mr. Michael Josselson 

Mrs. Joseph Johnson 

K 

L Mr. John Lansdale, Jr. 

Mr. David E. Lilenthal 
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M Madame Andre Malraux 

Mr . J ohn J. McCloy 

Mr . Robert McNamara 

Mrs. Ann Marks 

Mr . and Mrs. Edouard Morot-Sir 

Mrs. Dorothy McKibben 

N Mr. Nicolas Nabokov (with family) 

Mr. Peter Nabokov 

Mr. Paul H . Nitze 

Mr. A. Nordsieck 

o John O'Hara 

Miss Marguerite Owen 

P Sumner T. Pike 

F rancis Perrin 

James P erkins 

John Palfrey 

Q 

R James T. Ramey 

Chaim Richman 

S Frederick Seitz 

Meyer Shapiro 

Stephen Spender 

Arthur Schlesinger 

Mr. a nd Mrs . Gus Stark 

Herb er t Scoville 

Shephard Stone 

T Igal Talmi 

Mrs. William Thorpe 
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u 

V Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Vallarta 

W Carroll L. Wilson 

Meyer Weisgal 
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TELEPHONE MESSAGE 

For: -------------------
From: Francois Derose 

(Telegram) 

o Phoned; no message 

D Will call back 

D Please call 

Date: 2-24 

Time: 4: 50 

Operator No . ______ City ______ _ 

A.C. ___________ .Number _______________ _ 

M essage: Unable attend service Sat. Share 

sorrow all friends Robert Oppenheimer. 

(Original sent to Mrs. Oppenheimer 2-27-67) 

Sign ed: _____________________ _ 
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Biographical Material 

Ovpenhe1mer, Robert; physicist; b. New York, N. Y., April 22, 1904; 

d. Princeton, N.J., February lB, 1967; s. Julius and Ella (Freedman) 0,; 

A.B., Harvard UniverSity, 1925; student, Cambridge University, England, 

1925-26; Ph.D., GOttingen University, Germany, 1927; National. Research 

Fellow, 1927-28; International Education Board Fellow, Universities of 

Leyden and ZUrich, 1928-29; m. Katherine Harrison, November, 1940; 

children, s. Peter, d. Katherine; Assistant Professor of Physics, 

University of California and California Institute of Techno~ogy. 1929-31; 

Associate Profeasol', 1931-36; Professor, 1936-47; Director, Loa Alamos 

Scientific Laboratory, Los Alamos, N.M., 1943-45; Director and Professor 

of Physics, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, N.J., 1947-1966; 

Professor of Physics, Institute for Advanced Study, 1966-67; Chairman, 

(]~meral Advisory Committee to the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission, 1946-52; 

Member, Board of Overseers of Harvard College, 1949-55; Fellow, American 

Academy of Arts and Sciences, American Philosophical SOCiety, and American 

Physical Society; Member, National Academ;y of Sciences. Foreign Member, 

Brazilian Academ;y of Science and Royal Danish AcadellW of Science and Letters; 

Honorary Member, The Japan Academy (of Science); Honorary Fellow, Christ's 

College, Cambridge University, England. 
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Ledies End gentlemen: 

We ere here to remember Robert Oppenheimer, whose 

de~th last week diminished Us all . He was a man of great and. 

varied gifts of mind Bnd spirit who m~de a deep mark on the life 

of his tices in a number of quite different ways. Eech of his 

three careers 8S physicist , as public servant, 88 Director of 

the Institute for }dv~nced Study, would by itself have been an 

achieve~t for a les8 extraordinary man. We will now bear from 

a colleague who knew him well in each of tbese three lives. 
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Mrs . Oppenheimer has asked that telegrams be sent to : 

Dr . George M. Volkoff 
Department of Physics 
University of British Columbia 
Vancouver, Canada 

Mr . and Mrs . Henry Barnett 
118 West 79th Street 
New York City 

Dr . Richard Dodson 
Brookhaven National Laboratory 
Upton, Long Island, New York 

2/2l/67 
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CONGRES POUR LA LIBERTE DE LA CULTURE 

CONGRESS FOR CULTURAL FREEDOM 

104 . BOULEVARD HAUSSMANN . PAIlIS (Ie) T~LllpHONE : "7 ·11·S ' CABLE : CULTURCONGRES · PAIlIS 

Dear Dr. Kaysen, 

February 24th, 1967 

Dr. Car 1 Kaysen 
Institute for Advanced Studies 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 

1 am writing to thank you for your cable 
announcing the Memorial Service for Robert Oppenheimer. 
1 had indeed hoped to attend this Service, but last 
minute developments here have made it impossible for 
me to do so. Please accept my deep regrets. 

Sincerely yours, 

~o n C. Hunt 

...... 
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NATIONAL ACA DEM Y OF SCIE N CES 

O l'"F ICE OF THE: PRESloeNT 
ZIOI CONSTIT UTI ON AVENUE 

W ,,", S,..INGT O N . O . C 204 18 

Dr. Carl Kaysen 
Office of the Director 

March 7, 1967 

The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

Dear Carl: 

I deeply appreciate the privilege of being at 

the memorial session on February 25 . The comments were 

excel l ent and the music added much to the occasion . 

You may have noted that Betty and I were sitting with 

a group of our very old friends who felt much joined 

together in a service devoted to one of the great men 

of our times who has left such an indelible personal 

stamp on al l of our lives. 

Sincere regards, 

FrLitz 
President 
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February 28. 1967 

De f r Fred! 

I got from Free~n Dyson a copy of his letter 
to you of 27 February. May I add my awn apologies for 
not bsvln8 hl'd Ii chl!nee even to sey "hello." I am 
eerteinly glad that you were able to coma. and I know 
that Kitty Oppenheimer nppreciated it. 

Cordially. 

Carl Kayscn 

Dr. Frederick Seitz, President 
National Academy of S iences 
2101 Constitution ~venue. N. Y. 
l,ashington. D. C. 20418 

bee: Professor Dyson 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

Dr. Frederlc:k Selts. Pre8ldent 
Natlolld.l Ac:ademy of Sciencea 
llOl Conatltutlon Avenue. N. W. 
W ... hinaton. D. C. l0418 

Dear Dr . Seltz : 

February l7. 1967 

I am told that you were puahed aw .. y from ul plac:e amona the 
invited aueata at the Oppenheimer memor a on a r .. y. I wbh to Apolo­
gize peuonally and on behaU of the I~i t for Adv ced Study for thie 
moat regretwble mbt..ke. I and th 0 er hera were trying to .ort out 
the lnvited gueata from the c:rowd u ng rude to Anybody; I am aorry 
that we did not auc:c:eed . In your own .. • when I a .. w you entering the 
buildlng wlth the Wignen. I a B t e people lnaide would rec:ognise 
you; if you had been .. lone. 1 uld h v e corted you myaeU. 

May I alao tAke thh oPP- un Jt reaa our arOltltude to you for wkin, 
the trouble to c:ome nd .. the c:eremony. and our hope th .. t we 
m .. y aee you again h me happier occaaion. 

FJD:a ob 
cc: Dr. KaYBen t/ 

Dr . Goldberger 

Youra aincerely. 

FreemAn J. Dyaon 
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Professor Eugene P. ~igner 
Palmer Physical Labor"tory 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

Deer Profe"or tligner: 

March 1, 1967 

Tb~~k you for your note of 
28 Februery. 1 hild hellEd of tbe confusion 
sbout seating Fred Seitz end, of course, re­
gretted it gre~ tly. FteeJllllD Dyson and 1 have 
both written to h.im about. it . 

Sincerely yours. 

Carl l:.eysen 
Director 
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PALMER PHYSICAL LABORATORY 
PRlNCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

Dr . Carl Kaysen, 
Director, 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton . 

Dear Dr . Kaysen, 

28 February 1967 

It was very good of you to let us attend the memorial service 
for Dr . Oppenheimer . Dr . Frederick Seitz , president of the 
National Acade~ of Sciences and a friend of ours, also attend­
ed the ceremoIW . I think Some mistake occurred when he was 
seated, and Mrs . Wigner and I gained the impression that he was 
slightly offended . I am wondering whether you could drop a 
cordial letter to him, saying that the Institute appreciates 
his attending the ceremoIW for a past director . 

Sincerely, 

Eugene P. Wigner 

EPW/JA 
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THE ROCKEFELLER UNIVERSITY 
NewYork,N.Y. 10021 

(d.lo. 

~ea,~.X~~ 

T!ta..k f it~. J I~dl 
I<1f "t ~.,J.... if ~ j 'fl k 1""- . 

7lv...) flY ./wt- I ) JItJi '" /J .i, J"'~ 
;1vl~ 7nt-r C!~~ . 
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Dr. Abel Senehez Di~z 
Presidente 
I,c ademic lfl'cional de Ciencias 

Eluletes, Piates, Y Naturalell 
1.&_ Herea 2545 
:Buenos Aires, Ir entina 

De r Dr. Senchez Diez; 

Kerch 2, 1967 

I ~m much apprecia tive of the memorial 
resolution you ~nd your colle~gueG of the tcaderny 
of Sciences h ve forw rded On my 1 tft predecessor . 
I l1a _king" c opy of it { or l"..rll. Oppenh~imer .. 'ho 
I know will IIppreclEtP it. 

bcc : Mrs . Oppenheimer 

Sincerely yours, 

Csrl K ysen 
Director 
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PRESIDENTS ROOM 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

D:- . "'bel Senchell Dlaz 
realtlente 

March 1. 1967 

Academia Naclona1 de Clanda • 
• cta., I.lcal Y NlIlurala. 

Laa Hera. Z545 
Buenol Airel. Argenti na 

Dear Dr. Diaz: 

you for your gracloul lett 

Sl n~en'lY. 

/C;ftif\J'1 
Scott McVay 

SM:lr 
cc: Dr. Carl Kay.e n 
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ACADEMIA NACIONAL DE CIENCIAS 

EXACTAS, FISICAS Y NATURALES 

LAS HERAS 2545 BUENOS AIRES 

~enor ~ector de la 
universidad de Princeton 

Buenos Aires , 20 de febrero de 1967 

NEW JEi{::;EY 

Hoy se ha difundido en 18 ciudad de Buenos Aires y en 

18 rtepublica Argentina toda , la sensible noticia del fallecimien­

t o del sabio profesor Dr . J . ~obert Oppenheimer , que tan sefia18dos 

servicios prest6 a esa universidad y di6 extraordinarios merecimien 

t os a la ciencia mundial con sus trabajos en los Estados unidos , de 

su nacimiento .-

La Academia Nacional de (;iencias Exactas , ,l<'i sicas y Na­

turales de buenos Aires contabale entre sus acaL~micos honorarios , 

desde que en el ano 1961 visit6 nuestro pai s y fu~ hu~sped de esta 

Academia en el curso de una sesi6n privada , organizada para hacer-

1e entrega del diploma correspondiente .-

~or tales motivos , nuestra Academia hace llegar a esa 

universidad, en 18 que durante tantos anos ejerciera la direcci6n 

del .Lnsti tute i'or Advanced :,tudies , las expresiones de sus m~s sen­

tidas condolencias, manifestando que su muerte sienifica un verdade-

ro duelo para la ciencia mundia l por los altos D1eorecimientos intelec-

tua1es y de eminente hombre de estuaio que roaeaban l a personalidad 

del Dr . uppenheimer .-

Quiera el Senor Hector aceptar mis respetuosos saludos 

y las seguridades de mi mayor consideraci6n.-

Do, ABEL SANCHEZ OIAZ 
""~8IDIiiNT. 
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ACADEMIA NACIONAL DE CIENCIAS 
EXACTAS. FlSICAS Y NATURALES 

LAS HERAS 2545 BUENOS AIRES 

:::>eflor Itect.cn' de la universidad de !'rinceton 

Pr i nceton 

L~eVl Jersey 

ESTADOS UNIlXS 
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MICHAEL JOSSELSON 

47ter Florissant 
1206 Geneva, Switzerland 

-
M.j. 

47 ter, ROUTE DE FLORISSANT 

GENEVE. SUISSE 

l 

February 27th, 1967 

Dear Dr. Kaysen: 

Thank you very much for having notified me 

by cable of the date of the memorial service 

for my late friend Robert Oppenheimer. 

It is with deepest regret that I had to refrain 

from making the trip to Princeton to pay my 

last respects to Robert. 

Dr. Carl Kaysen 
Director 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

sincerely yours, 
/) 
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February 27, 1967 

Dear Bob: 

Th ok you very much for your genero8ity in 
~ing ~lex~nder Hall ~vatlable to ua Bnd for the 
splendid work of Dan Coyle and the rest of the Uni­
versity staff. The arrangements could not have been 
better, and everything was made 88 easy for me 88 

possible. 

Cordi&lly, 

Carl Kaysan 

Dr. Robert F. Coheen , President 
Princeton University 
I NI.!S8~U Hsll 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 
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February 27, 1967 

DeGr Dan: 

Thanks for all your help on Seturday. 
The whole thing ~ent off very well, and it simply 
coul~not have been done without your assist&nce. 
Please give my thsnks to Mr. Henry Bnd to ell of 
the building end security people who were so very 
helpful. 

Mr. D"n D. Coyle 

Sincerely yours. 

Carl Ksyocn 
Director 

Director of Public Information 
St1ilnhope Ha1l 
Princeton University 
P inceton, New Jersey 08540 
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 085+0 

Vef1artment 0/ 'Public lnformatio" 

Dr. Carl Kaysen 
Director 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New J ersey 

Dear Dr. Kaysen: 

STANHOPE HALL 

TEL: (609) 452-3600 

February 24, 1967 

So that the right hand will know what the l eft i s dOing, and in view of our 
stringently enforced no -parking r egul ations on the Main Campus and the possible 
confusion generated by our Alumni Day visitors, I am r ecapitulating my under­
standing of parking arrangements on the morrow . 

The following vehicles will be admitted to 
in the pr oximity of Alexander Hall: 

the Campus for r eser ved par~ing 
£ '>flU ~--- eo- .. ,. :T.i(, i/t..J 
i'/ ..IL~r "... ... .y 1-

3 limousines - for Oppenheimer Family ::/ ~ er .-r ~ - CU.,}.y L 3: 
3 Institute vehicles ( 2 station wagons and autobus) -

for Ins titute personnel and guests 
Meyner limousine (NJ - - RBM - 1) 
Leidesdorf Cadillac (NY registration) -/U Y I c- -<:' 

Green Chrysler for Ushers (arriving 2 :00 p.m.) 
Trustee limousines (to be identified by I nstitute staff member) 

All other vehicles, with inevitable exceptions created by the arrivals 
of unexpected VIP's, will be ha lted at the entrance to Campus (the driveway 
between Holder Hall and the First Pr esbyterian Church) and will be asked 
politely, but firmly, to park e l sewher e . 

If any complications develop between now and our meeting at Alexander 
Hall in the morning, I can always be r eached at either this office (452-3600) 
or at my residence (924-2200). 

DOC/ fmc 

cc: Laurence Chase 
Walter Dodwell 
Ricardo Mestres 

S~r;::;' 
Dan D. c4 
Director of Public I nformation 
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Mr. Robert MEnn 
CO La SAUe Street 
New York, Ne~ York i0027 

Deer Mr. Menn : 

February 27, 1967 

Your performance of Beethoven' 5 c# Minor 
Quertet at tbe Memorial Service for Robert Oppenbeime~ 
vas of the quality of tbe man himself. For the In­
stitute'. Feculty end Trustees I ~sh to th~nk you 
nd your c011e8gu.. for your generosity in adding the 

eloquence of greet _sic, beautifully pbyed, to our 
tribute. 

Sincerely youra, 

Csrl Key.cn 
Director 
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Mr. John McClure 
Columbh Records 
51 Went 52nd Streot 
New York, New York 

Dear Mr. McClure: 

February 27, 1967 

Thanks for your kindness in arranging 
for uS to hllve the tapes of Stravinsky' a "Requiem. II 
Please express to Mr. Lieberson also the Institute's 
appreciation of his goodness in making these evailable. 

We have returned the tepee to you 
today by first class registered mail. 

Sincerely yours, 

Csr 1 K .. ysen 
Director 
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March 2C . 19(7 

Mi ss Ru th Cohn 
2125 Selby A~~nua 
Los Angeles , CalJfornia 9C025 

Dear Uiss COW: 

r2ge at U e 
be l=11h1 1& e..:i 
tlj 11 I,e able 

Tl,e _rial tlla Professor l(ennan 
ervtce for Dr . Or,penbeimer is t o 
1~ Ercounter masazine , and you 
to nne! it there. IL should be 

in either tbe current or t'8 next issue. 

Sincerely yours , 

Hr;. P. T. B~rtell. Jr. 
Secretary to Dr. Kaysen 
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Mr. Mar9hsl1 A. BUAt 
The VlldnS Press, Inc. 
625 Madison Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Mr. Best: 

March 10, 1967 

Thank you for your letter of e Msrch. It i_ 
very kind of John Mason Brown to offer to ~e his plece 
available. At present the only plan I know about for 
a memorial volume for Dr. Orpenheimer is a gmall pllm­
phlet containing the memorial statements read at the 
service by Professor Hans Bethe, Ambassador Henry Smyth, 
and Professor George Kennan of the In8titute. Of course, 
Mr. Brown 's essay would not be appropriate for this 
plllllphiet. You uU tltt wrj te to Mrs. Charles Shaner here 
at the Institute, wao was Dr. Orpcnhei~r 8 secretary and 
ia continuing to work on bls papers, for further in­
formation. 

cc: Mrs. Shaner 

Sincerely yours, 

Carl Kaysen 
Director 
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THE VIKING PRESS INC· PUBLISHERS 
62) MADISON AVENUE· NEW YORK · NY· 10022 

Cable: Vikpress Telepho,,~: (212) PL )·4330 

March 8, 1967 

The Secretary 
Institute for Advanced Studies 
Princeton, N. J. 

Dear Sir : 

One of our authors, John Mason Brown, has 
asked us to try to discover whether a 
memorial volume or publication of any sort 
is being planned for Dr. Oppenheimer. 
Mr. Brown wrote a beautiful and widel¥ 
read piece about him which appeared in 
Through These Men, published by Harpers 
in 1956. As a tribute, he would like 
very much to offer it for use in any such 
volume. 

It occurred to US that if you do not know 
of such plans yourself, you would know to 
whan we might write. 

Sincerel¥ yours, 

l1/L~od-t ~, ~ 
MAB/ilf 
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HOLIDAY HOMES 

S T. J 0 H N • U. S. V I R GIN I S LAN 0 S 

Dr. Carl Kayson, Director 
Insti tute for Advanced Study 
Princeton 
New Jersey 

Dear Dr. Kayson: 

e 28 February 1967 

Thank you very muoh for your cable advising us of the 
memorial service for Dr. Oppenheimer. 

We all. wish that we might have been there on Saturd~ 
unfortunately, it just was not possible for Mr. Prank and 
me to leave the island. 

I~ you ever plan to visit St. John , do let us know - we 
shall. look forward to meeting you. In the meantime, w. 
wish you success in your position at the Institute, and 
in carrying on the ideals of Dr. Oppenheimer. 

Sincerely, 

~{-\ C +t- "-{CA-\\~ 
Ruth C. H. Frank (Mrs. Carl) 

AREA CODE B09 

ST . THOMAS 774-0925 

CARL "'RANK 

RUTH C . H . FRANK 

CRUZ BAY . ST. JOHN 

U. S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 00830 



Records of the Office of the Director:General Files / Box 50 / Oppenheimer, J. Robert - Death 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

, . . 

Mr. David Mitrany 
Kings ton Blount 
Oxford, England 

Dea r ~fr . Mitreny: 

February 27, 1967 

Thank you for your l e tter of February 19. 
I h ' ve conveyed your message to Mrs . Oppenheimer. 

If you h ve an opportunity to be in 
Princeton in April , I would, of cour"e , be most 
ple used to see you. 

Sincerely your s , 

Carl Keysen 
Director 
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Kinf!~ton Hlount 
Oxford 

Dear Oirector, 

19 February 1967 

'['11e radio. bas .iust bl'Ollght the nelfS 
of the death of !Jr. Oppenheimer - I knew fro ... 
iss Linstein t. at he has been ill for Borne time, 

but I had not realised that it was quite so bad. 
When I wrote him on his retirement, Ite said that 
he was hoping tn be free to do more scientific 
work. 

It is all t he more sad as he had been 
through per iods of great strain, professional and 
personal, and was more tban entitled to n spell 
of quiet usefulness. Please accept my deep 
sympathy for the Institute anel for onr colleagues; 
and if it is apnropriate -I do not know where she is 
or hOlf sbe iST convey it also to Mrs. Oppenheimer,. 
please. Helieve me, sincerely yours 

David litrany 

P.S. Ilather unexpectedly, I have been asked 
OVer for a discussion meeting in Chicago, nnd tbis 
has led also to friendly invitations to lecture 
at Columbin, Yale, ol .LT. and Harvard Law School. 
It is rather a heavy schedule for lIIe, but I hope 
that sometime during Apd lit sho,lId allow me at 
least a short visit to )lrinceton. 
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March 10, 1967 

Dear Kitty: 

Robi sent this down; I don't 
know whether he sent a copy to you or not. 

Cordially. 

. Corl Kaysen 

Enclosure 
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The Death of Oppenheimer 

Dying for him 

Was honest as his life, the taking 

Of a truth to heart; 

He knew the word, he knew the event, 

And how they carried into silence; 

His breeding was intellect, 

A gentleness that could hold until 

The world grew quiet to it, 

And firmed · about his name. 

Ralph Gordon 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED S TUDY 

PR INCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF NATURAL SClENCES 

25 February 1967 

Dear Ruth : 

Attached is the list of the few 
calls and telegrams of regret received in 
this office . 

I have asked Toni to put aside 
the telegrams addressed to Dr . Kaysen or the 
Institute which were sent up to the house. 
I have also asked Betty Gorman , who will be 
taking calls and receiving the mail while 
I am away, to try to follow up on this . 
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Telephone Calls and Telegrams of Regret 
Received at Office 

Dr . Keith Glennan 

Mr . John McCloy - attendance uncertain (later changed to yes) 

Thomas J . Watson, Jr . 

Veronica Wedgwood 

Laurence R. Hafstad 

Charles A. Thomas 

Senator W. Fullbright 

Dr. David I£vy 

Senator Eugene McCarthy 

General James McCormack 

Mr . and Mrs . Robert Lowell 

Mrs . Honora Neumann 



Records of the Office of the Director:General Files / Box 50 / Oppenheimer, J. Robert - Death 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 

CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 02139 

Dr. Carl Kaysen, Director 
Institute for Advanced Study 
princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Carl: 

February 24, 1967 

The enclosed statement on the death of Robert 
Oppenheimer is an attempt on our part to indicate our 
sense of loss at the death of this great man. I read 
this yesterday at our regularly scheduled faculty-student 
colloquium, and it is being released today to the news 
media. I am sending along a copy for your information. 

with best personal regards. 

Enclosure 

Victor F. Weisskopf 
Chairman of the Department 
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The faculty and students of the Physics Department of 

the Massachusetts Institute of Technology mourn the untimely 

death of J. Robert Oppenheimer. Like others of his generation, 

he was trained as a theorist in GOttingen and Cambridge. He 

returned to his country to become, perhaps more than any other 

man, participant and determiner in the growth of American 

physics from a mere hopeful province of world science to a 

place of unquestioned leadership, and moreover to unprecedented 

influence in the gravest issues of war and peace. 

His personal contributions to physics, to the foundations 

of molecular spectroscopy, to the theory of the electromagnetic 

cascade, to the study of gravitational collapse, and to meson 

field theory remain solid. Yet their brilliance does not out­

shine the luminous personal leadership he gave to his colleagues 

and students during the prewar years in Berkeley and Pasadena, 

and the postwar years at the Institute at princeton, when he 

created out of his learning, taste and devotion a great school 

of American theoretical physics, embodied by his friends and 

students and by those students' students to the present day. 

But most of all his life, and ours, is marked by the 

triumph and the tragedy of Los Alamos, where unflaggingly and 

generously he threw all his heart and mind into the war. His 
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generation was called upon to fight against the darkest forces 

of European history. That we still live in a world shadowed 

by the thermonuclear bomb, and yet live in it with some hope, 

is a mark both of his wisdom and of his travail. We are still 

haunted by the memory of his ordeal in the frightened decade 

after the war, but the President's award of the Ferm~ Medal 

symbolizes the place to which the name of J. Robert Oppenheimer 

has risen again in the esteem of his fellow citizens. 

On April 15, 1945, it fell to Robert Oppenheimer to 

stand before his laboratory colleagues to remark on the wartime 

death of Franklin Delano Roosevelt. We cannot now find more 

elequence than was his when he reminded us that at the death 

of a leader, men come more than ever to recognize "how precious 

a thing is human greatness." 

February 23, 1967 
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STANFORD UNIVERSITY 
STANFORD. CALIFORNIA 

DEPA.RTMENT OF PHYSICS 

Dr . Kar l Kaysen 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr. Kaysen : 

March 13, 1967 

As my secretary wrote to you on February 20, I 
was out of the country at the time of the memorial services 
for Dr. Oppenheimer . 

Havi ng just returned, I mer ely wish to tell you 
how sorry I was to hear about his death and the fact that 
I could not be present at the services . 

Very Sincerely yours, 

F. Bl och 

FB/CS 
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STANFORD UNIVERS ITY 
STANFORD. CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 

Dr . Karl Kaysen 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr . Kaysen : 

February 20, 1967 

In Dr. Bloch's absence I am answering your telegram of 
February 20 informing Dr . Bloch of the memorial services for 
Dr . Oppenheimer . Since Dr . Bloch is out of the country until 
February 28 and cannot be reached at this time, it is doubtful 
that he will be able to attend the memorial services on the 25th . 

Dr. Bloch will be getting in touch with you in the 
near future , but in the meantime I would like t o express 
condolences on Dr . Oppenheimer ' s demise in behalf of Dr . Bloch. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Carol Sand 
Secretary to 
Felix Bloch 
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975 ESPLANADE 
PE:LILUI ~1A.J."OR. NEW YORK 

10803 21 JL \ "1 b 7 
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COSTRUI' A LOS ALAMOS LA PRIMA ATOMICA 

Robert oppenheimer 
-tt--ial, , inf,lic, pro agonis a ep . Dai 

giorni del « progetto Manhattan» al .processo per « attivita 
antiamericane» • Kennedy 10 riabilito con il premio Fermi 

Princeton, 20 febbralo. 
Julius RobeN Oppenheimer, 

II fisico america no che duran· 
Ie 18 guerra diresse I Los Ala· 
mo. Ie riccrche e i lavori per 
I. coslruzionc dell. prima 
bomba atomicl, ~ morto ieri 
nella sua casa di Princeton. 
u morle l d. .uribuitsl • 
cancro alia gola. 

Oppenheimer Iveva 62 an· 
ni. Er. nalO • New York da 
un immigrato tedesco. A un· 
dicl annj fu amme5SO a far 
parle della sociela mineralogi. 
c. di New York, a venlit~ 51 
laureb in fisie. all. unive ... 
sil. dl Gotlinga, quindl p.ssb 
al cenlro di ricerche dell. 

universila di Harvard e del· Ii 81i sCienziati che aveva"o col· 
I'islituto di lecnblogia della laborato alia sua costruzio"e. No­
Calirornia. Infinc, ntl 19.1 fu nostame quesle due mafJi/eslaz;o­
nominalo diretlore dell'istitu· n; di /ede/ttl Q8li intercss; de81i 
to di ,Iudi 5uperiori dell. uni. I Stati Ulliti, tleU'oprile del 1954 
versitl di Princeton, la IleSJ.I /u oc,'usato di atlil/ift) o"Name-

obert 0 nheimer, con toga accademlca, durant. -'-__ ... I,u..... 'J'.4 ..... """ .............. _'-__ • 



Records of the Office of the Director:General Files / Box 50 / Oppenheimer, J. Robert - Death 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

Telegram to President llfndon B. Johnson 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY. ROBERT WOULD 

WANT YOU AND MRS . JOHNSON TO KNOW THAT THERE WILL BE A 

MEMORIAL SERVICE ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25 , AT 3 P. M. IN 

ALEXANDER HALL, PRINCETON UNIVERSITY. 

February 20, 1967 

KATHERINE OPPENHEIMER 
(MRS . ROBERT OPPENHEIMER) 
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Telephone Calls on behalf of Mrs . Qppenheimer 

~. and Mrs . August Hecksher / 

/Mr . and Mrs . Wallace Harrison 

Mr . Nicolas Nabokov 

Mr . Louis Fischer 

Mr . and Mrs . V. Bargmann 

Professor Hassler Whitney 

Professor B. Stromgren 

Professor T . Regge 

/Prof. Julian P. Boyd 

Eleanor Richmond 

Prof. and Mrs . F . Gilbert 

Prof . E . Panofsky 

Prof . and Mrs . Dyson 

Clyde Woody 

Mr . and Mrs . V. Zworykin 

Prof. K. Godel 
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Dr: Horacia C. Rjvarola, President 
Academia Nactonal de Cienci83 

of Buenos Aires 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Dear president Rivarola: 

March Ie, 1967 

Thank you for the resolution of condolence 
of the National Academy of Science" on the death of 
my predecessor, Rohert Oprenheimer. The Institute 
certainly al'preciates the expression of your thoughts. 

I am sending a copy of thiu res~lut1on to 
Mrs. Oppenhe' mer . 

cc: Mrs. Oppenheimer 

Sincerely yours, 

Carl Kaysen 
Director 



Records of the Office of the Director:General Files / Box 50 / Oppenheimer, J. Robert - Death 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO' ILLINOIS 60637 

THE ENRICO FERMI INSTITUTE 

FOR NUCLEAR STUDIES 

Offia oj Iht. Dirtctor 

Professor Carl Kaysen 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Professor Kaysen : 

February 21, 1967 

On behalf of The Enrico Fermi Institute for Nuclear Studies I 
extend to you and your colleagues, our sympathy at the los s of 
J . Robert Oppenheimer . His services to science and to humanity 
deserve the admiration and gratitude of the world. 

dhw 

Sincerely, 

;f?~ 1I1tM~~oI 
Roger H. Hildebrand 
Director 

SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSAR Y YEAR 
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SECRETARIA JUNIN 1278 
T E U·2291 - BUENOS AIRES 

Buenos Aires, 3 de mar zo de 1967 

Al Senor Director del 

Instituto de Estudios Avanzados de Princeton 

PRI NCErON - T1EI1 JERSEY 

La Ac ade'ljia Hacional de Ciencias de Buenos 

Aires, por intermedio de su presidente Doctor Horacio C. Riva-

rola, hace llegar al senor Director del Instituto de Estudios 

Avanzados de Princeton,sus condolencias por la irreparable pe~ 

dida del e:ninente cientifico recientememte desaparecido , Doc­

tor J . Robert Oppenheimer . 

Esta Corporaci6n consagrada al estudio, fomeg 

to y difusi6n de la investiga ci6n cientifica, comparte el dolor 

que e~barga al mundo en estos momentos, y 10 recuerda en su vi-

sita que hizo a nuestro pais en setiembre de 1961 y las confe­

rencias que di et6 en eatedras universitar ias donde asombr6 por 

su sabiduria . 

Expresa una vez mas su sentir ante la perdida 

del s abio que aeaba de mor ir, y se eomplaee en presentarle sus 

saludos con la eonsidera ei6n ~as distinguida • 

... ~ 
................. .-...J 
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UNIVERSITA' 01 TORINO 

ISTITUTO 01 FISICA TEORICA 

Via P Giura, 1 - TO R IN 0 - (ltalia) 

Professor Carl Kaysen 
Institute for Advanced Study 

PRINCETON N.Y. 
(U.S.A. ) 

Dear Professor Kaysen , 

Torino , 22.2.1967 

Prot. n° 1750/ lp 

We received the sad news of the death of Professor 

Oppenheimer . My wife and I will always remember his wonderful 

and kind hospitality during our last stay at the Institute . 

I should be grateful if you could convey to the 

family the expressions of our deepest sympathy . 

~~~ 
Sergio Fubini 
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Dr . Carl Kaysen 
Institute for Advanced Studies 
Princeton, N. J . 

Dear Dr. Kaysen: 

RA YMOND T . BIRGE 
1 630 L A VEREDA ROAD 

BERKELEY. C A LIF. 94709 

Feb . 2) , 1967 

Professor McMillan has transmitted to me your kind invitation to attend 
a memorial service to be held for Dr. Oppenheimer at Brinceton, on Feb. 25 . 
I greatly regret that becau;,e of the long distance and the short notice I will 
be unable to attend. Since,.j was chairman of the physics department at Berkeley 
during nearly all the period when Dr. Oppenheimer was a meml!e r of the department, 
I naturally have had very close relations with him. Our acquaintance has con­
tinued during the many years since he left Berkeley. 

At the usual weekly department meeting on April 2), 1947 I made some re­
marks Ibn the subject of his departure for Princeton . I then read the following 
statement by Dr. Oppenheimer, which he had sent to me for the occasion: "I very 
much regret that I could not be here today to speak in pe:bs on to Prof essor ~ 
Birge'S moving words . I realize that in leaving the University of California 
I am making many problems for my friends among the faculty and among the stu­
dents . You can be sure that my own regrets are very much greater . Yam can be 
sure t hat I should not be leaving the University, which I have called home for 
the last eighteen years, were there not circumstances quite outside our academic 
life in physics which cause me to take t his step . I hope that the future will 
show that it was justified." 

A dinner in (onor of Dr. Oppenheimer was held at the Faculty Club in 
Ber keley on Hay 5, 1964, during his brief visit here at that time . On that 
occasion I made the concludcing (and longest "speech")/ although I hope it was 
not too long . I ended my remarks by quoting the foregoing material and then 
said: "There isinuch more that I might relate, but will not. I have seen and 
talked only vefy briefly with Dr. Oppenheimer at various scientific meetings, 
and the present visit has given me more opportunity to chat with him than at 
any time since 1947 . Let me close merely by saying that he is one of the most 
gentle and most sincere persons I have ever met, and I love him." 

There is really nothing more I can ;:rite to you at this sad time. 

Yours sincerely, 
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HOLIDAY HOMES 
ST. J 0 H N • u. S. V I R GIN I S LAN D S 

Mrs . Charles Shaner 
Inst1tute for Advanoed Study 
Pr inceton 
New Jersey 

Dear Mrs. Shaner: 

28 February 1967 

We apprec1ated Mrs. Oppenheimer's invitation to the memorial 
services on Saturday, and deeply wished that we might have 
been there . 

It just was not poss1ble for us to leave the island, and I 
wrote to Mrs. Oppenheimer after rece1ving your cable . 

This is such a sad time for aJ.l of us who loved him. 

Sincerely , 

~ G-I ~C"'f\·l'~ 
Ruth C. H. Frank (Mrs. Carl) 

AR EA CODE 80St 

S T. THOMAS 774 - 0925 

CARL "'''ANK 

RUTH C. H . "'''ANK 
CRUZ BAY · ST . ..JOHN 

U . 5 . VIRGIN ISLANDS 00830 
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25 February ~967 

Dear Ruth: 

Attached is the ~st of the few 
ca~ and te~egrams of regret received 10 
this office. 

r have asked Toni to put aside 
the te~egrams addressed to Dr. Kaysen or the 
Institute which were sent up to the house. 
r have uso asked Betty Gorman, who will be 
taking calls and receiving the mail while 
r am away, to try to follow up on this. 

Liz 
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Telephone calls and Telegrams of Regret 
Received at Office 

Dr. Keith Glennan 

Mr . John McCloy - attendance uncertain 

Thomas Watson , Jr . 

Veronica Wedgwood 

Lawrence R. Hafstad 

Charles A. Thomas 

Senator W. Fullbright 

Dr . David Lavy 

Senator Eugene McCarthy 

General James McCormack 

Mr . and Mrs . Robert Lowell 

Mrs . Honora Neumann 
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VOLPE , BOSKEY AND LYONS 
WORLD CENTER BUILDING 

918 ISUI STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 

.JOSEPH VOLPE, JR . 

BENNETT BOSK E Y 

ELLIS LYONS 

EDWARD A. GROOBERT 

Mrs. Elizabeth Shaner 
Office of Dr. Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Mrs. Shaner: 

TELEPHONE 737-65 8 0 
(A REA CODE 202 ) 

February 20, 1967 

In accordance with our telephone conversation, 
I am sending along herewith the list of names Mr. 
Volpe promised Mrs. Oppenheimer. 

As you know Mr. Vo lpe left for overseas last 
night, but if we can be of any further help, please 
let us know. 

Sincerely yours, 

J'uc tOfU ~ I d~ 
(Miss) IE . B .Warfield 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
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Mr. Dean Acheson , Union Trust Bldg . , Washington , D. C. 20005 
Senator Clinton P. Anderson, United States Senate, Wash., D.C. 20510 
Mr. Bennett Boskey , 918 16th Street , N.W ., Washington , D.C. 20006 
Senator Clifford P. Case, United States Senate, Wash., D.C. 20510 
Mr. John Conway 
Mr. Alfred Friendly 
Dr. T . Keith Glennan, 1717 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Wash ., D.C. 
Genera l Leslie Groves 
Dr. Lawrence Hafstad, General Motors, 30000 Mound Rd. Detroit, Mich . 
Miss Frances Henderson, Office of Senator Clifford P. Case 
Representative Chet Holifield, U. S . House of Representatives, Wash. 20515 
Joseph Johnson 
John Lansdale, Jr. Union Commerce Building, Cleveland, Ohio 
David E. Lilienthal, 88 Battle Road , Princeton, N.J. 
Senator Eugene J . McCarthy, U.S . Senate, Washington, D.C . 20510 ~. 
Paul H. Nitze. Secretary of the Navy 
General Lauris Norstad 
Miss Marguerite Owen, Tennessee Valley Authority. Woodward Bldg.,Wash.D . C. 
James Perkins, Cornell 
Sumner T. Pike. Augusta. Maine 
James T. Ramey. Commissioner. Atomic Energy Commission. Wash .• D.C.20545 
Dr. Charles A. Thomas. 800 N. Lindbergh Blvd . • St. Louis. Mo. 
Carroll L. Wilson. School of Industrial Management, 50 Memorial Dr. 

Cambridge, Mass. 
Harry Winne 
Joseph Volpe . Jr., 2821 Beechwood Circle. Arlington, Virginia 
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TeleV&lIlB sent February 20, 1267 

R. G. Sacks, Argonne NatIonal labs 

E. Rabinowitch, unIversIty of Ill1no1s 

H. L. Anderson, UniversIty of Ch1ca"o 

, . J. , . SIegert, Northwe.tern 

Arthur Roberts, Un1 vers1 ty of Chicago 

David Pines, universIty of Ill1nol. 

L. M. IB.njer, I!: . J. Kono-pinskl, fu1versity of IndIana 

II . Pusey, Harvard 

G. B. ltiatiakol(sky, Harvard 
* Assocl .. te8: Schrtnger, R!lUey, Purcell, van Vleck, Ba1nbridge , 

Furry, Zachariu 

N. E. Bradbury, Los Uamos 
Associ tes: Critchl'ield, McKibben, Ul.ara, Manley 

Mrs . ErIc Hausner. Sante Fe 

A. Pais, ~cke!eller Inntitute 
Asllociates: Khuri, thlenbeck 

V. F. \,eIsskopl', /01.1. T. 
~8oclates: SIIIith, Rosse, . eisner, Bush, K1lli~l.ll, Townes, 

Low, Frlsch, Morrison 

J. Perkins, Cornell universIty 
!\.allociatell: Bethe, 'reisen, Wilson 

I.I.RabI, ColumbIa universIty 
\asocia tes : Serber, \lick , Wu, Lee, Darrow 

E. A. I!IcMillan, Berkeley, University of Calir..,mi. 
Aasoc1ate.:B1rge, Brode, Chamberlain, Chev, Itarplus, Helmhou, Rarita, 

Taub, Watson, Sesre 

F. Bloch, Stanford , Palo AHo 
Associates; Schlff, Panofsky 

H. C. Urey, lA Jolla, OCSD 
Associates : Brl.dner, York, Mayer, Kroll 

R. Dui'field, General .lI,tClll1c , lA Jolla 
a.ociate: E. Creut~ 

* Individual telegrams not sent to associates listed . 
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D. Saxon, OOLh, IDs Angel.el 
\asociates: Finkelstein, Libby 

Eldred lIe18on, TRW Space Technolog Labs, L. A. 

St811ley P. Frankel., ~ll 11' . Martel ,\va., L. ,.. 
C. D. llnderson , Cal Tech, Pousac!ena 

2. 

Aslociatel: B&cher, Christy, Feynman, ::lell-Mann, Laurit8en (C.C . ), T. IAuritsen 

H. 'II. Leda, Univeraity ot California, Banta "Barb 1"& 

~. lfordulclt, General Motors,Santa B:J.rbera 

B. I.urlunoglu, ll'l1veralty 0 M1W1l1 

Donllld Hornlg, Ot'fice of Sclence & Technol.ol:iY, Wash. , D. C. 

Prederlclt Seit~ . National Academy of Sclencel, Wash • • D. C. 

Robert lIcN<o"""ra, Secty . o~ Dei'enae. 'ash., D.C. 

Ql.enn T . Be borg. A.. B. C • • h., D.C. 

John W. \l&rdner, Office 0 Health. Education & "ellere, Wuh •• D.C. 

Herbert Scoville. CD, St te De:;>t ., W Db.. D. C. 

J Oleph Volpe, Walh., D.C. /7~1 ,r J7 ..., IN 

Dean Achelon 

Dr . JUlel B. Conant 

.. General Lellie ~roves, .Ih • • D.C. 

I Ann u__ W ah D C -", IS' 0 (,. vI: Alit v ........... • •• •• 

Sumner T. Pike , '\\l6Usta , Maine 

James T. Raney. C=18810ner. t.EC •• WaDb. , D. C. 

M. Galdbaber , Brookhaven 

L. L. Foldy, Cue Inatitute. Cleveland 

C. N. Yang. Stony Brook 

B. Piore, lIM, Yorlttown Heights, N. Y. 
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Cbailll R1.cbun, D lias,Texas 

1'. GurSllY, Yale University 

R. E. Peierlll - <.J '1' f e .. f>'k ~ .. r'" 

R. Jost, Zur1ch 

P. A. M. Dirac, CUlbri~e, En -land 

Sir Lawrence lll'&<b, Cambrida:e, En~ 

Abdllll Sa1am, Trieste 

Leon van Hove, CERN, Geneva 

E. Amaldi, Bcme 

Sir WU1l8lll Penney, Atomic Ener&Y Author! ty, london 

vl-ranco1s de Rone, Lisbon, Portu,~a1, SIVA r"i",to- 0- v.". 0'¥<" 1I~6.n .... J 
hancis Perrin, Paris, France - (.11.,. j'< /:.""", A,"/r J 

Pierre ~er, PoI.r1s, France //"- Rot C ':"q .,,~ .. P .. " • ,.., 

A. . Bohr, Co nhazen, Denmark 

19a1 lAlmi, \-leit=n Institute 

H. YUkava, To~, Japan 

Stewart Hampshire , london - J ¥ (.vAL""~ fr ,( O~ Q' - , J IV J 

Mr.. ilder HoblJOn, london 

v J. B. Fisk, lIeD- labs, "-'re­

v John J. HeC10y 

George Corner, American Philosophical Society, l'h1lJ\del~hb 

John and Chantal Hunt Co' I _ '" /Jl_ .. , , 

Mike JOBleuon, Geneva Cc I" - /.~/. 4 J:'/''''TT''_Y' 111-;;'" 

I' 
Jeanne Hersch, Paris -.i 7 ".e d.. j) vi ",,vV, /I,c<" ~",.;~ 

Dorothy MclUbben , 10 " Y 01<:1 P,uu r ,A>o _ .r 4- 7c .F .. , I'-< '" IV .. i, 0 

j Mnnuel. Maria Luisa V1\l.larta, Me.rlco 

C" lic rVJ _ yAM", /.J~~"'N-C" al/ II"",.;I~ 
11~",IC~ ~o.~.F 
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Dr . lAwrence Hofstad , General Motors, De-erolt 

Rep . Chet Hollfield 
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2/20/67 (K) 

Alfred Friendly, Washington Post, London 

Fred Friendly, Ford Foundation, N. Y. C. 

Dr . T. Keith Glennan, Assoc . Universities Inc . , Washington , D. C. 

Miss Frances Henderson, Office of Senator Clifford Case 

Paul Nitze, Washington , D. C. 

Miss Marguerite Owen, Tennessee Valley Authority, Washington, D. C. 

Dr . Charles A. Thomas, Monsanto 

Carroll L. Wilson 

Paul Horgan, Middletown, Conn . 

Mrs . Honora Neuman, 94 rue du Bec, Paris 7e , France 

Sir Isaiah Berlin 

Meyer Weisgal, Weitzmann Institute 

Miss C. V. Wedgwood 

Denis de Rougemont 

Senator Clifford P . Case 

Senator Clinton P. Anderson 

Bennett Boskey, Washington, D. C. 

Mr . and Mrs . Robert Lowell, 15 W. 67th St . , N. Y. C. 

Gen . James McCormick, Comsat 

Roger Sessions , 1411 Hawthorne Terrace, Berkeley, California 

Mr . and Mrs . Edwin Dale, P. O. Box 93 , Christiansted, st . Croix, U. S. Virgin Islands 
00830 

Mr . and Mrs . Carl Frank, Cruz Bay, St . John, U. S. Virgin I slands 00830 

Mr . and Mrs . Gus Stark, P. O. Box 1288, St . Croix, U. S. Virgin Islands 00830 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

LAWRENCE RADIATION LABORATORY 

BERKELEY, CALI FORNI A 9-4720 

Dr . Carl Kaysen 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton Universi ty 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr . Kaysen, 

February 21 , 1967 

I am sorry if there was any misunder ­
st;anding about my call following your wire to me . The 
wording seemed to indicate that a reply was expected . 

I am enclosing a clipping from he 
Oakland Tribune which includes a statement I made 
Saturday night to a reporter who called me . Mrs . 
Oppenheimer may like to see t his . 

EMMc :EID 
Enc . 1 

Sincerely, A 

" l" _ • h.A, ~ ~I t 
Edwin M. McMillan 
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I 

RUTGERS THE STATE UNIVERSITY 

INSTITUTE OF ]o.flCROBIOLQGY March 6, 1967 

Director 
Institute for Advanced Studies 
Princeton, New Jersey 

My dear Director: 

NEW BRUNSWICK. NEW JERSEY 08903 

I am enclosing a letter that I received from the Academia de Artes 
y Ciencias de Puerto Rico asking me to convey the sympathy of the 
members of that Academy to you upon the recent death of Professor 
Oppenheimer. 

I would like to add my own expression of sympathy. 

Encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

Selman A. Waksman 
Professor Emeritus 
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l\ntbtmiu bt l\rtr5 y QUtUriU5 bt 'utrht mitn 
.I7fK,rlnJo ;,Ill,)" eSlaci6n [/Josla l lInj\.'eTSidaJ Jr ,f/J/lrrltl !R,co . [/(;0 [J;;edms, [J>fUr/o [Rico 0°93, - dlel j 65 -j6oj 

March 1st, 1967 

Dr. Sel man A. Waksman 
Professor Emeritus 
Rut gers-The State Un iversity 
I nsti t ute of Microbiology 
New Brunswick, N. J. 08903 

Dear Professor Waksman: 

At a recent meeting of the Board of Directors of the Puerto 
Rico Academy of Arts and Sciences i t was resolved to ask you, 
as a leading member of the Corporation in the continental 
United States, to communicate with Princenton University in 
t he Academy's name and pass on to them our condolence upon the 
recent death of Professor Robert Oppenheimer, famous worldwide 
known Scientist . 

Please also convey to the f amily of the deceased our deepes t 
sympathy in their bereavement . 

Cordia ly, 

Arturo G6mez Costa 
Executive Director 
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MJ dear Director, 

26-C, Garden Road, 
Karachi (Pakistan) 

February 20, 1967. 

I read ia the paper today about the 

sad and untimely death of Professor Oppenheimer, 

who was occupying the seat previously dealt with 

by Professor Einstein. qis physical philosophy 

and concepts undoubtedly have earned the applause 

of the coamunity of scientists allover. 

Please convey .y sincere condolence 

to Madam Oppenhei.er and ~1. family for which 

I would be obliged to you. 

~~ 
Yours sincerely, 

The Director, 
Institute of Advanced Studies, 
Princeton, 

(New Jersey), 
U.S.A 0 
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E . SEGRE 

36 CREST ROAD 

LAFAYETTE, CALIFORNIA 94549 

February 22 , 1967 

Dear Dr . Kaysen : 

I have received a me sS'cige t rougH Dr . McMil ", 

lan ir.v~tin6 me to the Memorial Service for 

Robert Oppenheimer . Unfortunately I can not 

partecipate to the occasion because I am conva-

lescing myself and can not undertake the trip 

now . 

I want to express my deep feeliLgs of 

sympathy and my r~grets of beivPg unable to 

pay this last tribute to Oppenheimer . 

Sincerely yours 
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Tb!-l II .. rllt mesUlle 
unleu h. derencd chat· 
.au is lodic:aud by the 
rrC)per symbol 

WESTERN UNION 
W. P. MARSHALL 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD TELEGRAM 
® 

R. W. McFALL 
PRE.SIDItNT 

SYMBOLS 

Nt - Niiht Letttt 

LT_lmcrnariofUll 
Lcnu Telegram 

The filing ume shown in the cb..re line OD domestic tde&nmS is lOCAl. TIME at point of origin. rune of recdpt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination 

1048A EST FEB 20 67 PA085 
P CDV112 WUE0240 RMZ008:5 SGZ0045 8:5 PO INTL FR CO GENEVE RSG 

VIA RCA 20 '1:57 
PROFESSOR CARL KAYSEN DIRECTOR INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON (NJER) 
DEEPLY SHOCKED BY VERY SAD NEWS UNTIMElY DEATH ROBERT J. OPPENHEIMER 
PERSONALLY AND ON BEHALF ALL SCIENTI~TS OF CERN WISH TO CONVEY 
OUR DEEPEST FEELINGS OF SORROW AND HEARTFELT SYMPATHY ' :.TOP 
IN ADDITION TO MAKING OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION~ TO PHYSIC~ 
ROBERT J 

END ONE 

SFI201(R2-US) 

( 

( 

( 
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CLASS 0 ' SERVIa ~Tl[i STERN 
iJul il • fue m~u.ae I V V L 
unlcu its deferred char-

UNION ~ SYMBOLS ' 

DL - Day Letter 

Ictnbindiontdbythc W. P . M A R S HALL TELEGRAM R . W. Mc FALL 
"tOl"" Iymbol. C"'AIRM ... ,.. OF Ttfli: BO"'''D PR£..SIDDlT L T _ Internarional 

Ii: " letter T clqnam/ 

The filine lime shown in the chte line on domestic rdecrlms is LOCAl TIME at point of origin. Tune of receipt is LOCAL TIME It point of destitution 

PAGE 2 
OPPENHEIMER HAD MAJOR INFLUENCE ON ESTABLI SHMENT OF WORLDWIDE 
SCIENTIFIC CONTECTS AFTER WAR STOP HIS FORESIGHT AND WI SE ADVICE 
WERE OF FUNDAMENTAL IMPO~TANCE FOR DEVELOPME NT OF EUROPEAN 
PHY SICS IN LA ST TWENTY YEARS 

GREGORY CERNLAB. 

SFI201 (R2-0S) 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 
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n 

W P. MAR<::I ALL 

C ..... L...... r, TI'lL!: 00 ... ", 

NU 
TELEGRAM R. W M ~ALL 

P DI: 7" 

I CCALTl1-f lrpclmrO moo :mcoEr«C:LptuLOChLTIMBatt'Q1 t ( fU.(tOn 
~~- ~~~ 

912A EST fEB 22 67 PA055 
LSV017 TOP PWS 9~A EST fEB 22 67 051401/22 fEB 
USB~2/392A GOVT NL PO /ICHG REfILEI/ 
R 2023,02 fEB 67 
fM N E BRADBURY LOS ALAMOS SCIENTIFIC LAB LOS ALAMOS NMEX 
TO DR CARL KAYSEN INSTITUTE fOR ADVANCED ~TUOY PRINCETON NJ 
AEC 

UNCLAS GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR TELEGRAM. WILL PLAN TO ATTEND 
SERVICES ON SATURDAY. 
BT 

SFl2Ill(R2-65) 

( 

( 

( 
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:bit II. I 

;2nl_ IU ~ erred 11It· 

aaC!' i. in the: 

T1 -". mb . 

~STE 
TELEGRAM W P. Mil. .".HALL 

A ..... AH 0.. 01: 1Io"'''D 

1055A EST FEB 22 67 PAOS1 MB074 
C WNA009 PO ; EXTRA WN CHICAGO ILL 22 907A C~T 
e~ KAYSEN INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCE STUDY 

PR INCETON NJER 

R. W McFALL 

P.,. DCHT 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TELEGRAM PLAN TO ATTEND MEMORIAL FOR OPPENHERBER 
HE WAS ONE OF THE GREAT MEN OF OUR GENERATION 

HERBER L ANDERSON ENRICO $tRMI INSTITUTE CHGO 
(40) • 

SF1201(R!!-GS) 

( 

( 

( 
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unleu .. , o.d h r-
ace' -Jb e 
.-up. IV 

" 

w ..... MARSHALL 

... 1" ..... "' .. 0" T" c: ac'l."D TELEGRAM 
1. .,.. ",p: II 00 n Ofl T f r 

~48P EST FEB 21 67 PA191 LC16~ 

W M F"A_L 

L LLN047 PO ~ EXTRA TOL VUX REDONDO BEACH CALIF 21 1154A PST 
CARL KAYSEN INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED STUDIES 

PRINCETON NJER 
THANK YOU FOR SENDING ME NOTICE OF MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR DR 
ROBERT OPPENHEIMER. REGRET THAT I WILL BE UNABLE TO ATTEND 
SINCE I WILL BE OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES ON THAT DATE 

ELDRED C NELSON TRW SYSTEMS ONE SPACE PARK 
(28) • 

}ltA.p _ 

J --
"-

) 

1201 R2--6 ( 
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Cl ASS Of SERVICE 

Th • .;$ .I. fn~t mess!lOte 
unless its d,,{c:neJ d",ro 

Rc:ter ~ indicated b)' {he 

rrorc:r !>'o'mbol. 

WESTERN UNION 
W. P. MARSHALL R. W. MCFALL TELEGRAM CH"URM"'~ OF THE BOARD 

Jj 

SYMBOLS 

DL - nay LetT~r 
Nt =NI~{ lena 

LT _ Inl\,:mllriornll 
lerter T clegrBm 

The: Ii:,:-:;, rime shown in 'lit:" <b.~ line on dOI:lestic teiegrJ.ms is LOCAL TIME lit t)OInl of origin. Tittle: cfre=eirt IS lOCAl TL\fE u roim of cieslio;uion 

205P EST FEB 24 67 PA150 
PS P WB038 GOVT PO 1 EXTRA TLX WASHINGTON DC 24 1206p EST 
DR CARL KAYSEN, DIRECTOR 

INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY PRINCETON NJER 
AEC-032. ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR ME TO BE PRESENT AT 
THE MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR DR. OPPENHEIMER THIS SATURDAY, COMMISSIONER 
GERALD F. TAPE PLANS TO ATTEND 

GLENN T SEABORG CHAIRMAN U S ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 
(37) • 

iL «-7 .(~- Ii"' 
~ < -- . 

{r n;~~. r " (,.. ~L~ , C ~ 

SFl201(R2-65) 

( 

( 

( 
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TELEGRAM W. P. MAR"="HALL R W M FALt... 
Po ~T CHAo R...... 0" "D 

''X''-LTM I 

212P EST FEB 24 67 PA158 P 
ZLB569 RW301 INTL ZL DUBNA URSS VIA WUI 42 24 1335 

LT INSITTUT FOR ADVANCED STUDY PRINCETONNEWJERSEY 
WE SEND OUR SINCERE SYMPATHY ON LOSS OF OUTSTANDING AMERICAN 

SCIENTIST ROBERT OPPENHEIMER 
N N BOGOLUBOV V P DZHELEPOV G N FLEROV I M FRANK B PONTECORVO 

D I BLOKHINTSEV JOINT INSTITUTE FOR NUCLEAR RESEARCH DUBNA 

• 

SFl2Qlf!t2-6.)) 

( 

( 

( 
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a .. 

• c r-
'1 e-" It n tcd. I the W. P. MARC' tALL 

C"IIo/RM.r.N 0,. THI£ BOAItO 

NU 
TELEGRAM 

o 
R W MALL 

P ID~ 

L _ M • ilO rar 19lR. o( Ipt IS Loe L nME.1 point of ~ uon 

825P EST FEB 21 67 PA266 BE495 
B CDA950 VIA RCA ZCZC WUF1197 BAN0374 
URNX CO AYBX ~, 
CORDOBA 31 21 1'55 
INSTITUTO DE ESTUDIOS SUPERIORES DE lA UNIVERSIDAD DE PRINCETON 
-PRINCETON NUEVAJER~EYUSA 
EN NOMBRE UNlVERSIDAD CORDOBA COMA ARGENTINA C.OMO EXPRESO 
SENTIDAS CONDOlENCIAS FALlECIMIENTO DR OPPEMHEINER COMA GLORIA 
CIENCIA MUNDIAl 

RECTOR UNIVERSIDAD CORDOBA ARGENTINA 
COll BAN0374 -PRINCETON 

SFl201(~-6S) . 

~~ 

( 

( 

( 

( 
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CLASS OF SUVlCE 

Thll " • f.n mesuic 
unleu It I deferred char­
acter I, Indu:::ncd by the 
proper ,ymha!. 

WESTERN UNION 
W. P. MARSHALL 

CH ... ,RM ... ", OF THI: BOARD TELEGRAM 
® 

R. W. McFALL. 
PRlESIDItNT 

,/ SYMBOLS ' 

DL -Day letTer 

NL -Night Letter 

L T _International 

" uuu T d""", I' 
The: filinc time 100"'0 in [be chIC line: on dome5tic telegrams is LOCAL TIME It point of Of~n. Tune of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destin&tion 

209P EST FEB 20 67 PA169 
SYD298 SY LLE1,7 PO EXA SYRACUSE NY 20 ,,8P EST 
PROF DYSON 

INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY PRINCETON NJER 
DEAR PROF DYSON MY COLLEAGUES AND I SEND OUR SINCEREST CONDOLENCES 
UPON THE DEATH OF DR 0 PPE NHE I ME R 

PROF E C G SUDARSHAN PHYSICS DEPT SYRACU~E INIVERSITY 
(45 ) 

'SFJ201(R2-65) 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 
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Thl.Ol$a .71 a WESTERN U 
lin!.: IU de -CIT j r­
a r In tn.:! b the 
\,1'1 reT "Tl'"bo 

W. P. MARSHALL 

C .. ''' ...... N 01'" To E Bo ... "" 

'P 'n in the d.:!.te Ime on n 

TELEGRAM 

1133P EST FEB 21 67 PA298 WASHINGTON DC 

SPB001 SSE901 P WA560 GOVT PO 7EXTRA 
CARL KAVSEN 

INST FOR ADV STUDY 
PRINCETON NJER 

ION 
R W nc;.FALL 

APPRECIATE NOTICE OF OPPENHEIMER MEMORIAL SERVICE. WILL PLAN 
TO ATTEND 

SYMBOLS 

DL=L:J.v t.m ... 
NL __ N -ht letter 

LT Iman OM\ 
... LC-°tcr T ciClO::u.m 

HERBERT SCOVILLE, FR ASSISTANT DIRECTOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
BU ARMAS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGE 

CY 
(50). 

SF1301(R2--6.i 

( 

( 

( 

( 
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w,., U 
AM W P. MAR HALL 

C ,. "',fIH .. T I: BOA"D 

1133A EST FEB 21 67 PA097 BB293 
B CDD701 VIA RCA ZCZC VUB0690 UVS896 LHC305 XLH397 TX22566 
USNX HL GBLH 028 
LONOONLH 28 21 1514 
LT 
J CARL KAYSEN CARE INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED STUDIES 
PRINCETONNEWJERSEY 
DEEPl Y REGRET UNABLE TO ATTEfI[) MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR DR 
OPPENHEIMER ON 25 FEBRUARY 

UKATEN LONDONSW1 SIR WILLIAM PENNEY 
COL J DR 25 

SFl201(R2-65) 

( 

( 

( 

( 
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w. p, MARSHALL 

in < 

52'P EST FEB 22 67 PA179 

TELEGRAM 
oc."u..l _ ..... 

R W M FAL.L 

o 

P CDU795 Dwu940 DKCN042 42 PO INTL CO KOEBENHAVN VIA WUI 22 
1549 
LT INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON (NJER) 
MEMBERS OF THE NIELS BOHR INSTITUTE AND NORDITA PAY TRIBUTE 
TO THE MEMORY OF ROBERT OPPENHEIMER AND EXPRESS THEIR DEEP 
APPRECIATION OF THE INSPIRATION HE HAS GIVEN TO A GENERATION 
OF PHYSICISTS 

AAGE BOHR C MOELLER 
('9 ). 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 
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1'T1 1'Te: ch r 
a ocr .. nJ tc..l c 

p " 

I h~ 

W P. MARSHALL 

C '" M" C T J: ..... 

, n .e r T1 

S1SA EST FEB 24 67 PA04s 

NU 
TELEGRA f, 

P CDM166 VIA ITT ZCZC AWQ167 VIA ITT HTB455 
UINX HL HUBU 047 
BUDAPEST 47 24 1247 
LT 
- DIRECTOR OF THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETONNEWJERSEY -

R. W McFALL 

F'-"'-Ieu:; 

ON BEHALF OF MYSELF AND MY COLLEAGUES I EXPRESS OUR 
DEEPEST SYMPATHY IN YOUR GREAT LOSS OF THE FAMOUS 
SCIENTIST AND GREAT MAN PROFESSOR ROBERT OPPENHEIMER 

LAJOS JANOS~Y CENTRAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF 
PHYSICS AND ROLAND EOTVOES UNIVERSITY BUDAPEST 
COL LT 
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W P MARSHALL 

eM... ~ ... ,.. 0'" THE 80 ..... 0 TELEGRAM R. W lot ALL 

.. IE" D 

,e _ t Id cUe TIM allOLn! '1'1 n'T'mO!'of I LOCALTI n:: arp lDtO( 

816A EST FEB 24 67 PA045 
SSE204 P CDu,47 IWGITII LTM40 GLL12 12 PO INTL FR CD TORINO 
PO 8,00 VIA WUI 24 1010 

INSTITUTE ADVANCED STUDIES 
PRINCETON (NJER) 

SPIACENTE IMPOSSIBLE CAMBIARE ~MESTRE SEGUE LETTERA 
N FURLAN 
(56) • 

SFJ201(R2·65) 

( 

( 

( 
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• F ~ R\ U -YMBOLS 

• I I II: 

TELEGRAM w. P. MARSHAL .... 

C .... "MAN 0"- T ~ 8oA"0 

. .ut 

1112A EST FEB 22 67 PA08~ BE089 
B CDF~85 VIA RCA ZCZC WUDO~8~ SGZ0704 RSG 
URNX CO CGGE 02~ 

GENEVE RSG 2~ 22 ,626 
KAY SEN INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETOWN/NEW/JERSEY 

R w. hi FA.LL 

O~ 

"0( • '1 

SHALL ATTEND MEMORIAL SERVICE PROFE SSOR OPPENHEIMER STOP ARRIVE 
NEW YORK FRIDAY LEAVE SATURDAY 

VAN HOVE CERNLAB GENEVA 

SFl201.&2·65) 
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Nt - Nldtr ~ner 
W. P. MARSHA.LL TELEGRAM R. W. McFALL 

• CI-lAifl''''' .... N OF" T>-IE BO"'~P 

11K r,:i,,§ :ime ~!l()'I\-n in the date line, n domt:>:ic : !,.., 0" • ;; LOC"L~IME;u point of origm. Time • ec t.$ LOC:\l. TIME at tJOLnI 0 ~e tUuri)!l 

1231P EST FEB 24 67 PAEP OA047 
o SZB025 PO WUX DAVIS CALIF 24 856A PST 
DR CRK KAYSEN DIR INSTITUE ADVANCED STUDIES 

PRINCETON UNIV PRINCETON NJER 
I AM SO VERY SORRY I WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ATTEND 
MEMORIAL. I TRULY REGRET NOT BEING ABLE ·TO MAKE 
MY BEST 
, EMIL M MRAK 
(03 ). 

SFJ20!(R2-65) 

THE OPPENHEIMER 
IT. GIVE EVERYONE 
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OL - Day Lefler 

CLASS OF SERVICE 

Nl-Night letter 
W. P. MARSHALL 

Thil ;5 ;I fut tn~Uil"C 

unleu ill deferred char­
actc:r is indic:l.!cd by ~hc: 
proper symbol. TELEGRAM R . W . McFALL 

CH"IRMAN OF THE SO"MD PR~IDENT LT_Intcrnationai 
® " Lencr T dqraml" 

The Jiling time shown in the date: line on domestic rcicgr:anu is LOCAL TIME It point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME It point of destination 

916A EST FEB 19 67 PA015 BA089 
B CDE077 VIA RCA ZCZC WUE0077 BIU0989 1115 
URNX HL ISTX 051 

REHOVOT 51 J2. 1245 
LT .-
CARL KAYSEN INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED STUDIES 
PRINCETONNE WJER SE Y 
THE ENTIRE STAFF OF THE WEIZMANN IN STITUTE DEEPLY MOURNS 
THE UNTIMELY PASSING OF JAY ROBERT OPPENHEIMER A GREAT SCIENTIST 
AND NOBLE MAN WHOSE COUNSEL AND WISDOM HAS OFTEN GUIDED THI S 
INSTITUTE STOP PLEASE ACCEPT OUR MOST PROFOUND CONDOLENCES 
ON YOUR IMMEN SE LOS~ DESHALIT 
COL 

'SF1201(R2-65) 
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Gilberto Bernardini, Pre. Italian Physical Society 
Gregory ,Cernlab, Geneva 
Jentschke and Colleagues, Desy, Hamburg 
Vladimir Fock, Prof. Leningrad U. 
Gianfausto Dellantonio, C/o Mrs. Hobson ___ 

1 <l'" v .... ~ j?"", ... • t'A/f':.A} 1n.<~;7. ~ 4· (~ 
(J..,Crr'D ,.",-~ ..... " .,r,.., '/~_1IJ-..,Jt ,,lVke/~"'''~f~i 
~ c.. (J..--£r ~ZZ; ~ ~ __ ~~"'tf"r-..t 

I: <'"C..~C( it .1 :..-":' . S-t... ,7 .. t. • /5 (c..... t!....}-./, "!;:._ 
).c:(.. I V--.." ";c.,,,.S J,..r! ('tJ -d OP """ J Jf( ... , -.-or,;,. .... 

#1,1../, C.i • .£-,1 f t, - r /-r •• lIc .. 

I'D 
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Telegrams addressed to lAS or to Dr . Kaysen 

Emil M. Mrak, Davis, Calif . 
N. Furlan, Torino, Italy 
Lajos Janossy, Central Res . lnst. of Physics and Roland Eotvoes, Univ. of 

Budape st 
Aage Bohr and C. Moeller, Copenhagen 
Ukaten Londonswi and Sir William Penney, Londo n 
H erbert Scoville, (for Asst. Director, Science and Te c hnology, BuArms 

Control and Disarmament Age 
E. C. G . Sudar shan, Syracuse U. 
Rector, Universidad Cordoba , Argentina 
N. N. Bogolubov, V. P. Dzhe lepov, G. N. Flerov, 1. M. Fra nk, B. Ponte corvo, and 

D . 1. Blokhintsev, Joint lnst. for Nuclear Res., DUBNA 
Glenn T . Sea borg, Chairman, U. S. A. E. C . 

Letter s: 

S. M . Ayub, 26-C, Garden Rd., Karachi, Pakistan 
E. -.Spgre; 36 Cl"8St Road, Lafa ye tte, Calif. 

--EElwffi.- M. McMitt-arr;-tawlelice R"d. Laa_ 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

Ptu"CETOI'f, NEW JERSEY 

Notes of sympathy and condolence have been 
sent to Dr. Kaysen to be conveyed to 
Mrs. Oppenheimer from: 

David Mitrany 
Kingston Blount, Oxford 

Roger H. Hildebrand, Director 
Enrico Fermd Institute 

; 
E. Segre 

36 Crest Rd., Lafayette, Calif. 94549 

February 24, 1967 
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TELEGRAM W P. MARSHALL ~ W MALL 

... RIoI"''' 01" I: 80 ... "0 p~ -

" T o 

954A EST FEB 24 67 PA078 BF042 B 
CDU289 SNWG~~4 41 PO INTL FR CD GENEVE/TEL VIA wur 24 14~5 

MRS ROBERT OPPENHEIMER 
PRINCETON (NV£R) 

DEAR KATHY WE DEEPLY SHARE IN YOUR GRIEF IN NOVING MEMORY OF 
HAPPY DAYS WHEN WE MET IN FERNEY STOP WILL BE EN PENSEE S WITH 
YOU AND HIM ON MEMORIAL SERVICE ~TOP 

DENIS AND NANIK DE ROUGEMOND 
(45) • 

:.; t 01 n 
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w P MAR~HALL w ~ '" L 

604P EST FEB 24 67 PA26g CTE,87 
WJ221 WW NFA077 GOVT PO NF WASHINGTON DC 24 402P EST 

MRS J ROBERT OPPENHEIMER 
PRINCETON NJER 

, . 

REGRET INABILITY ATTEND MEMORIAL SERVICE SATURDAY. PLEASE ACCEPT 
MY HEARTFELT SYMPATHY IN YOUR LOSS 

CLINTON P ANDERSON USS 
(04 ). 

SFC?Ol R2·/j 
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cable for Dr. Kaysen from Lisbon 2/24/67 
copy being sent out here by Western Union 

"UNABLE ATTEND SERVICE SATURDAY stop SHARE SORROl~ ALL FRIENDS 

ROBERT OPPENHEIMER" 

signed 

Francois de Rose 

called in at 4;35 PM. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF NATURAL SClENCES 

25 February 1967 

Dear Betty: 

I have asked Toni to put aside 
the telegrams addressed to Dr . Kaysen or to 
the Institute which were sent up to the house . 
These should be returned to Dr . Kaysen after 
a list is made up for our file . 

I left the 1966 income tax material 
with Toni for Mrs . Oppenheimer, but it was not 
returned to me . Since this cannot be sent out 
until I return, would you please call Miss Jones 
in Mr . Leidesdorf ' s office - OXford 7- 0200, and 
tell her I will send it as soon as I return on 
the 13th . 

Thank you . I 

1z 
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FAMILY 

First Row 

Mrs. Robert Oppenheimer 

Miss T oni Oppenheimer 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Oppenheimer 

Mr . 

Mr. 

Mr . 

Mr. 

Frank Oppenheimer 

and Mrs. L. Hempelmann 

and Mrs. Wallace Harrison 

and Mrs. Burroughs (M art ha P arsons ) 

Mr. Nicolas Nabokov 

Mr. George Balanchine 

f'" ~4 r til Geoege BQndy 
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SPEC I AL GUESTS 

Dean Acheson 

E . Amaldi 

A. Bohr 

James B. Conant 

P.A.M. Dirac 

Mr. and Mrs. F. Gursey 

Gen. Leslie R. Groves 

Mr. and Mrs . Julian Hast 

R . Jost 

E. McMillan 

Ann Marks 

Robert McNamara 

A. Salam 

L. van Have 
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A D e an Acheson 

B 

C 

o 

E 

Mr. and Mrs. Ham i Ito n F ish Arm s t ron g -Ie r 
Mr. Raymond Aron 

Mr. Pierre Auger 

Mr. W. H . Auden 

YEf" 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Barnett 

Mr. G e 0 r g e B a I a n chi n e (w it h fa mil y) ~., 

Mr. and Mrs. V. Bar g man n f~f 

Mrs. Nina Berberova 

Mr. Richard Bir g i 

Mr. Bennett Boskey 

Mr. and Mrs . Julian P. Boyd 

Mr. M c George Bundy (with family ) 

Mrs. Georgia Burnett 

Mr. and Mrs. Burroughs (Martha Parsons) with family ~-

Miss Dominique Cibel 

Dr . James B. Conant 

Mr. and Mrs . William Callahan 

Mr . E I I i 0 t t Car t e r )l.-:t'" 

E e nat 0 r C I iff 0 r d Cas e _ 'Ie .l 
Mr. John Conway 

Mr . George Corner 

Mr . and Mr s. Aschwin de Lippe 

Mr. D e n is de Rougemont 

Mr. and Mr s . Edwin Da Ie y.ef' 
Mr. and Mr s. Francois de Ros e 

Y4r 
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F Mr. J. B . Fisk 

Fred Friendly 

Louis Fischer 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Frank 

G General L e slie R . Grov es 

H 

I 

Mr . and Mrs. Julian Hast ( cousi n) 

Mr. and Mrs. Lou isH e m pel man n (w it h fa mil y) fiJ-
Mr. Donald Hornig ~r 

Mr. a nd Mrs . Stewart Hampshire 

Mrs. Wilder Hobson ,Y.: ..... 
Mr . and Mrs. J ohn Hunt Y.t"r' 
Miss Jeanne Hersch 

Mis s F ran c e sHe n d e r son y~..­

R e p . Chet Holifield 

Mr. Averell Harriman 

Mr. and Mrs. August Heekscher 

Mr. and Mrs. Wall ace H a r r i son (w it h fa mil y )~r 

Mr. Paul Horgan 

J Mr. Michael Josselson 

Mrs. Joseph Johnson 

K 

L Mr. John Lansdale, Jr. 

Mr . David E. Lilenthal 
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M Mad a meA n d reM a I r a u x Y(r 
Mr. John J . McCloy Y~r 

Mr . Robert McNamara 

Mrs . Ann Mar k s ~,... 
Mr. and Mrs . E d 0 u a r d M 0 rot - Sir y,.,. 
Mrs. Dorothy McKibben 

N Mr. N i col a s Nab 0 k 0 v (w i t h fa mil y ) /'£r 
Mr. P e ter Nabokov 

Mr. Paul H. Nitze 

Mr. A. Nordsieck 

o John O 'Hara 

Mis sMa r g u e r i teO wen y~ ... 
P Sumner T. Pik e 

Fr ancis P errin 

Jam es P erkins 

J ohn P alfrey 

Q 

R James T. Ramey 

Chaim Richman 

S Frederick Seitz 

Meyer Shapiro 

S t e p hen S pen d e r )1£,... 
Arthur S chlesinger 

Mr . and Mrs. Gus St ark 

Herbert S co ville 

Shephard Ston e 1jr'J' 
{,£~A'- /- ~r'& (~, •• , ">' ~) 

T I g a I T a I m i f6'" 
Mrs. Willi am Thorpe 
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u 

V Mr . and Mrs. Manuel Vallarta 

W Carroll L. Wilson 

M eye r Wei s g a I IEr 
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cross references as follows: 

Sydney Horning Hel:alc1 (SY Section of Institute General) 
Service for pr.Qppepheimpr 

l'!r. Peter Miche1more 
Editor and Manager 

Haren 30, 19 J 

Tbe Sydney .laming lIerald. Ltd. 
229 West 43rd Street 
Ne~ York, New York 10036 

Dear MY. Michelmore; 

Replying to your letter of March 27tll , I 
afraid that I cannot be elpfu.l to you 

with regard to Dr. Oppenheb"'r's fOIlllBr 
secretariee. 

Two have left Princeton anU 1 ao Dot 
have their addresses and another has, I 
am informed, declined to give interviews. 

Please accept lIlY apologies for 'r!1.'f inability 
to help. 

Sincerely yours, 

Janet bmith 
Office of tbe Uirector 

bcc: Hrs. Shaner 
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cross references as follo~s: 

Sydney Morning Herald (SY section of Institute General) 
Service for Dr. Opl'enheimer 

Hr. Peter Michelmore 
Editor and Manager 

February 19, 1968 

The Sydney Horning Herald, Ltd. 
229 West 43rd Str~et 
New York, New York 10036 

Dear Mr. iichelmore. 

A copy of true boo~et containing toe 
speeches at the ~morLal Service for Dr. J. 
Robert Oppenheiwer ia attached. 

It is sent to you "ith the stipulation 
that if you viah to quote from it, or use 
excerpts from any of tue epeechcs, you viII 
conthct dle authors directly to arrange 
for peraisaion. Professor nethe may be 
reached at Cornell Uuiveraity , Professor 
Kennan at this Institute and Ambassador 
Smyth via Princ.8ton university . 

Yours very truly, 

Janet SlIdtll 
Office of t~ Director 
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Mr. Peter ~l1chalmore 
Editor and Manager 

February 9, 1968 

The Sydney Horaing Herald, Ltd. 
229 West 43rd Street 
.lew York, New York 10036 

lJ"ar Hr. MichellllOre: 

Thank you for your letter of February 8th. 

It ie correct thet 4 pamphlet was pub­
lished that contains the eulogies delivered 
at the wemorial service for Or. Oppenheimer. 
I wonder, however, if you would tell me to 
what use tile paClplllet ",ould be put? Do you 
intend to publish excerpt.? 

Please sive my regards to Mr. Armati, 
wholl I knew when I was secretary in The 
l~ York Times News Service. 

Sincerely, 

Office of the Director 
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, 
I 

February 23, 1967 

The Faculty of the Scbool of Natural Sciences today passed 
the following resolution: 

We. the Professors in the School of Natural Sciences , wish 
to convey to Mrs . Oppenheimer our profound sympathy in the loss 
of our colleague Robert Oppenheimer. Through t he many years of 
his Directorship, he always found time to talk personally with each 
of our visiting members and to appraise for himself the details of 
their work . He made it his husiness to be expert and up-to-date in 
all the activities of our School. His devotion to the Institute and to 
science were most movingly shown by his continuing to participate 
in our work, even during his last illness. He sat with us and chatted 
professionally at his weekly physics lunches. and he somehow found 
the strength to attend our faculty meetings and express well-informed 
judgments concerning future Institute appointments, until three days 
before his death . He set us an example of dignity and courage which 
none of us will ever forget. 
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LAWRENC E RADIATION LABORATORY 

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94110 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

Professor Carl Kaysen 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton University 
Pr i nceton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr . Kaysen , 

February 22 , 1967 

Fuller explanation department : The 
rna iled copy of your wire to me came today . It does 
n01; include t he word "call " befor e your name, which 
appeared on 1;he "elephoned version as received by 
my secretary . I hope his clears everything up . 

Professor Goldberger called me this 
morn i ng, and gave me a list of per sons at Berkeley 
1;0 call to deli ver personal invitations. The result 
of this canvass is : Brode and Taub are in Europe, 
therefore I did not call t hem . Birge, Chamberlain , 
Karplus , Rari ta , Segr~ , and Watson decline wi th 
regret, because of previ ous engagements or the dif ­
ficul t ies of t r avel co Princeton. Chew and I will 
come . I have informed Professor Goldberger of this 
by phone . 

Sincerely, 

( , II ' h ") . I 
Lt~ il ...... /(~k_£!f ~ 

Edwin M. McMillan 

EMMc :Em 
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Hr. D. D. Coyle 
Stanhope 11411 
Princeton University 
Prince~n. Nev Jersey Oti540 

Dear Hr. Coyle; 

February 21, 1967 

Here is the stuff. I may call OVer saca additional 
information tomorrow or Thursuay. 

Cordially, 

Carl Kaysen 
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February 21, 19b7 

MEMORAhllUM for: l".r. Coyle 

the SeTVi.ce for Dr. Opperule1.cer on Saturday at Alexander 
Hall,starting at 3 PH sharp, will have the following order: 

1. A recording of tbe Stravinsky Re~l.~. Approximately 
8 minutes. (Tape, tape player and ~mpli.fiers to be 
providea by tis ) . 

The speaker. in the following order : 

2. 

J. 

4. 

Carl Kaysen, Director of the Institute for Awvanced 
Study. 2 minutes 

Hana Bethe (Professor of Physics at Cornell University) 
Approximately 10 minutes 

&mba.sador Henry Smyth (Professor £oeritus of Ptysics 
at Princeton University. U.S. member, International 
Atomic Energy Autbority). Approximately 10 minutes. 

Professor George Kennan (Professor in School of 
nistorical Studies at Institute for Advanced Study) 
Approximately 10 minutes. 

6. The Ju111iurd String Quartet vill perform variations 
from Opus 131 by Beetnov",.. Approximately B minutes . 

There will be four ushersl Professor Goldberger, Dr. 
Adler and. Dr. Dashen, who lIlill recognize the physicists and ~!r. 

who ~111 recognize the Trusteas. 

The whole of tue center downstairs section will be 
reserved for the invited guest.. One group of invited guesLs are 
shown in the attached list. Othera will be recognized by the 
usners. 

All of the guests ,;ill come in througu the center door. 
~~s. Oppenhe~r and ber fnmily (daughter, 80n, son -in-lav . possibly 
Dr. Oppenheimer's brotUer and Dr. and ~Js. ~pelman) will come in 
the riWlt side door. The front row will be reservea for rrra 
Oppenheimer family. Two l'arklitg spaces behind Alexander Hall will b" 
reserved for t~e family party. 
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MemoraDdwa for Mr. Coy~e 
pase 2 

Insofar as feasible, guest~ on tbe attached ~ist ui~~ come 
in either Mr. Leid"sJon' s car (8 Cadillac ..ntll ,iev York registrati.on) 
or in the Institute's bue and atation ~agons. Tbere viIi be one or 
two other Truatees' cars . I f parking space can be provided for 
thesa, it would be a belp. 
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February 21, 1967 

Invited Guests-----Dr. Oppenheimer's Memorial Service 
Professor tiDd /A..rs . Julian ]loyd 
Mr. Perrin Galpin 
/Ax . and Mrs. Lloyd K. Garrison 
C.eneral and Mrs. EJvarrl Greenbaum 
Mr. and ~~8 . Samuel Leidesdorf 
ftr. and Mrs. Lessing R08en~ald 
Mr. ana l>tra. Ira Sehur 

Professor and hra. George Kennan 
Professor and Mre. !lao Bethe 
Professor and ~.rs . Henry Smyth 

Profeasor and Mrs. T.ll. Lee 
Professor A. Pais 
Profesaor and tIre. Freeman Dyson 
Professor andHra. Tullio Regge 
Professor and Mrs. Bengt StriSmg-ren 

Professor and o'rs. Harold C:lernis8 
Professor and Mrs. Uarston l-iorse 
Professor and ~.rs. aasBler Whitnay 
Professor and Mrs. ENiD Panofsky 

Covereor and ltrs. Robert Ii. )!eyner 
Professor Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. 
Professor and Mrs. Victor Weiskopf (1) 
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Ackno~ledgement Cards ~ ~: 

Dr . N. E. Bradbury, los Alamos Scientific laboratory, los Uamos, New Mexico 

Dr . Herbert L. ~derson, Enrico Fermi Institute, University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois 

Mr . Eldred C. Nelson, TRW Systelll3, Redondo Beach, CaUfornia 

Dr . 'llenn T. Seaborg, Chairman, U. S. Atomic Energy Commission, ,jashington, D. C. 

Drs . Bogolubov, Dzhelepcv, Flerov, Frank, Pontecorvo, Blokhintsev, 
Joint Institute for Nuclear Research, Dubna, U. S. S. R. 

Rector, University of Cordoba, Cordoba, Argentina 

Prof. E. C. G. Sudarshan, Physics Department, Syracuse University, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Mr . Herbert Scovi11e, Bureau of Arms Control & Disarmament, '<ashington, D. C. 

Sir William Penney, U. K. Atomic Energy Commission, II Charles II street, 
london, S. W. 1, Enaland 

Prof. Aage Bohr, Niels Bohr Institute, 17, Bl.egdamsveJ , Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Professor C. ~ller, Niels Bohr Institute, 17, Bl.egdamsvej, Copenhagen, Denmark 

Lajos Janossy & Roland Eotvoes, Central Research Institute of PhYSiC8, 
University of Budapest, Budapest, Hungary 

Prof . N. Furlan, University of Torino, Via P . Juira, 1, Torino, Italy 

Prof. Leon Van Hove, CERN, ]eneva 23, Switzerland 

Prof . E. Segr4 36 Crest Road, Lafayette, California 94549 

S. M. }.yub, 26-c Garden Road, Karachi, Pakistan 

Dr . Emil M. Mrak, 16 College Park, David, CaUfornia 

Dr . A. de-Shalit, Weitzmann Institute of Science, Rehovoth, Israel 

Prof . Selman A. Wak.aman, Institute of Microbiology, RutgerS-The state University, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 08903 

Arturo 10mez Costa, Executive Director, cademy of Arts & Sciences of Puerto 
Rico, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico 00931 
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Prof. Sergio Fubini, Institute of Theoretical Physics, University of 
Torino, Via. P. Guira 1, Torino, Italy 

Raymond T. Birge, 1639 La Vereda Road, Berkeley, California. 94709 

Ambassador Francois de Rose, 5 Rua Santo-O-Velho, Lisbon, Portugal 
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Trustees------Dr. Oppenheimer ' s service 

Mr. and Mrs. Shanks are unable to attend. 
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Saturday, February 25th. Services for Dr. Oppenheimer and lunch preceding 

p, Mr. & Mrs. Julian Boyd--------most likely will attend 

Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Dilworth---they are going out-of-town on Feb. 23rd and will be 
unable to attend 

Mr. Perrin Galpin--hopes to attend and will go to Olden Farm for lunch 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd K. Garrison-----they will attend service and lunch preceding 

General Greenbaum--gave message and details to his secretary . She non-committal 
so will call her later in week to determine his plans 

Mr. Hochschild--haven't called 

Mr. Leidesdorf---talked with Mrs. Van Gelder, who took message for Mr. Leidesdorf 
and Mr. Schur. She will call later to tell me about them. 

Mr. Wilmarth Lewis--No. He will be in South Carolina 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Linder--the message will be given to them, but they are going 
to be in Jamaica on that day. 

Z Mr. and Mrs. Rosenwald--yes, and for lunch 

2- Mr. Schur----please see above 

Mr. Strauss--will call tomorrow, Tuesday, as per your instructions 

JS i.t , l/f.l )v{ V-r.~ S . 
tiL tt.."v1 )d.i.u-<-<r--February 20, 1967 

L,~ 
Monday /H .. ~""t~( ~t~~ ro ·[u. 2. ~ 

-&-I,. 9 l: 

J ~ 
Hns.- A f M\ 

~k r1.rt '.t-Pb " (<'I<.. 
).. 

~~ ~ I~~ 
~ 

I P.. sh4~ :2-

1& -~ 

1 ~ 
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send to: 

Professor Eugene Guth 
c/o Professor Paul Urban 
Altebost 
Schladming 
Steiermark, Austria 
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Dear )(rs. Bortelll 

MRs. HENRy D. SMYTH 
5 LAFAYllTIll R OAD WEST 

PRINCETON, NEW J ERSEY 08540 

Mar ch 2, 1967 

I anclcse the corrected copy of ~ husband's address 

la8 t Saturd~ at the Memorial Service for Robert Oppenheimer. 

A duplicate copy i8 here on ~ de8k. I' there is a~ que8tion, 

I Cen be re8ched almo8t a~ morning at telephone 924 - 0611. 

~ hU8band'8 telephone number at his office in Na8ssu Hall 

is 452 - ~lOO, but he is often in Wsshington. 

Probably DO titles of any kind will appear OD the printed 

brochure of the memorial addresses, but it occurs to me that 

it may ba helpful to you to have somewhere on fila the corraot 

title of ~ husband'a pre8ent gGvernmant position, if a~ 

que8tion 8hould 8ri8e. He i8 United ~tstes Amba88ador to the 

International Atomio anergy Agency. 

Mra. Paul Bortell 
Institute f or Idvanced Study 
Princeton, New Jers~ 
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RE: SMYTH SPEECH 

I think that we made it. Miss Roland, Mr. 
Smyth ' s secretary brought it over at 3 PM. 
Johndid a rush xerox job (20 copies of 12 
pages and a covering sheet) . Miss Roland 
was kind enough to wait until it was 
finished. She and I put the pages together 
and stapled them and she left at 3:55 for 
Stanhope Hall, so I guess we made it. 
Whew! ! 

JS 
WCU/ ~ n..-. t:v ~ ./UA...~ 
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(original) 

Remarks by Henry DeWolf Smyth at the Memorial Service 

for 

J. Robert Oppenheimer 

Princeton. N. J . 
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Three days ago the Board of Governors of the International 

Atomic Energy Agency interrupted Xs deliberations in Vienna 

to pay tribute to the memory of Robert Oppenheimer. This was 

an appropriate action because we were discussing the future 

of the Trieste center of Theoretical Physics, and 

Dr. Oppenheimer has been a member of the Scientific council 

advisory to that Center. But the tribute was quite clearly 

wider in purpose. The members of the Board of GOvernors, 

representing 25 nations from all part s of the world, were 

recognizing Dr. Oppenheimer's achievements as a world 

famous scientist, and as one concerned with efforts to 

control the forces of nuclear energy which so endanger 

the whole world . 

This afternoon we are united to review in broad outline 

the contributions that Robert Oppenheimer has made to science 

and to the service which science can render to humanity. 

I can touch on only a few of these contribut ions. 

I do not remember when I first met Robert Oppenheimer, 

but I do remember getting to know him well at Berkeley When 

my wife and I spent a few months there in the spring of 1940. 
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Par more than others whom we met there, he was aware of the 

implications of the war which had broken Qut in Europe. 

Neither he nor anyone als could have anticipated the 

enOr!:'OUB contri;:,utions he was to make to the efforts vf 

America and he..: allies in that war. 

His principl' l contribution was as leader of the Los }llamos 

Laboratory. In t ho first two years of the Manhattan District. 

that is. the American effort to produce an Clton.ic b;)mb. a 

number of 1 boratories were set up It DeCaiue apparent that 

t~e work on the actual design and develop~ent o f the weapon 

neeued to be cvncentrated in on place. 

Oppenhe~~er was one of the first to real~ze that 

concentration wa s necessary. ~lere were two arguments for 

thisr (1) that a m~~imur of interchange of ideas among those 

working was important; and (2) that a maximum of secrecy 

should ~nshrou~ the work of the group as a whole. 

General Groves recognized this, as did odlers, and it was 

decided to set up a new laboratory in an isolated lvcation. 

After considerable searc·'l. Los Alamos . New l~exico was chosen 
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as the site. It was a lofty mesa in the mountains of northern 

New Mexico, bare, save for a small school, and accessible 

only by a narr~~ mountain road. 

Perhaps the most important decision General Groves made 

was to choose Oppenheimer as the Director of the new 

laboratory. It was an unusual choice since Oppenheimer had 

had no administrative experience. But Groves recognized 

that s man who had been so successful as a teacher and idol 

of brilliant students must have qualities of leaders'lip. 

One of the first decisions was whether it should be 

a military laboratory or a civilian laboratory. The 

scientists argued for civilian status. The civimian status 

made it easier to recruit and made the atmosphere one of 

normal scientific collaborations, uncluttered by questions 

of rank and military protocol. within the laboratory free 

interchange of information was encouraged. 

Let me emphasize what an extraordinary achievement of 

leadership, organization and administration this enterprise 

became. Oppenheimer came to santa Fe on 1·1arch 15, 1943. 
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within a few weeks a considerable group of able physicists 

began to gather. Incidentally, the largest single group 

came from Princeton. By the end of 1943 equipment had been 

sent in from all parts of the country. This eauipment had 

been s~t up an~ significant results were already beginning 

to come in . Before the explosion of the first bomb in the 

SUffiffier of 1945, Los Alamos had become not only a first class 

resea rch laboratory , it had established a n~ber of 

development groups working on t he production of highly 

purified materials , in some cases materials only known for 

a few months, on engineering hardware, on ordnance and 

testing. It had even been necessary to establish some 

specialized production faciliti ... :; on al:-cost a factory basis. 

On January 12 , 1946 , the President of the united states, 

Harry S. Truman, awarded the Medal for Merit to Robert 

Oppenhe~er. The wording of the Award states I 

"This is to cert ify that the Pre.ident of the 

united states of America has awarded the 

Medal for Mprit to J. Robert Oppenheimer for 

extraordinary fidelity an exceptionally 

meritorious conduct." 
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The citation which accompanied the Award carried these words 

over the signature of President Trumanl 

"Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer for exceptionally meritorious 

conduct in the performance of outstanding service to the 

War Department, in brilliant accomplishments involving 

great responsibility and scientific distinction in 

connection with the development of the greatest military 

weapon of all time , the atomic bomb. As Director of the 

~tomic Bomb project Laboratory in New Mexico, his great 

scientific experience and ability, his inexhaustible 

energy, his rare capacity as an organizer and executive, 

his initiative and resourcefulness, and his unswerving 

devotion to duty have contributed immeasurably to the 

successful attainment of the objective." 

Yet neither Robert Oppenheimer nor other thoughtful people 

connected with this project were entirely happy at its success. 

They had a feeling not of guilt, but of regret. They regretted 

that the laws of nature permitted the development of atomic 

weapons. Dr. Oppenheimer once said, "Scientists are not 

delinquents 1 our work has changed the conditions under which men 

live but the use made of those changes is the problem of 

governments, not of scientists." 
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In spite of this disclaimer of responsibility, a large part 

of his energy since 1945 has been devoted to urging the 

control of the forces which he had helped to set free. 

In the post-war period the first problem was a domestic 

one. How should the work of the Manhattan District be 

carried forward? This led to the establishment of the 

Atomic Energy Commission in the fall of 1946, and to the 

appointment of a General Advisory Committee to that Commission, 

with Dr. Oppenheimer as one of the members. 

Equally important was the problem of international 

control. In January of 1946, Mr. Burns, then secretary of 

state, appointed a committee under the chairmanship of 

Mr. Acheson. This committee shortly appointed a panel of 

consultants under the chairmanship of Mr. Lilienthal with 

Dr. Oppenheimer as one of the members. It fell to 

Oppenheimer's lot to educate his colleagues. After a period 

of intensive labor this panel produced a report in the 

preparation of which Oppenheimer played a major role. 

Commonly known as the Acheson-Lilienthal Report, it is 

dated March 16, 1946, and was released for distribution on 

March 28, 1946. In it will be found many of the ideas 
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that have continued to be studied as possible ways of 

limiting the manufacture and use of atomic weapons on an 

international basis. On March 18, 1946, Bernard Baruch 

was appointed as the American representative to the United 

Nations Atomic Energy Commission. In retrospect, many of 

the ideas advanced by Mr. Baruch in the United Nations still 

seem to be sound . ~ppenheimer continued to make a 

contribution as one of Baruch's most important scientific 

advisers. Unfortunately , the inte rnational political 

atmosphere of the time made success impossible. 

It is only now -- 20 years later - that there seems to 

be some prospect of the kind of control Which would have 

been technically far more easy in 1946. If, indeed, we do 

achieve a non-proliferation treaty, those who labored so 

valiantly for the Baruch plan can be thanked for laying much 

of the ground work. 

During this period Dr. Oppenheimer was serving as 

Chairman of the General Advisory Committee of the Atomic Energy 

Commission as well as adviser in various parts of the United 

states Government. Leaving Los Alamos shortly after the end 
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of the war. he had returned to Berkeley as a Professor of 

Physics, but then had accepted the position as Director of 

the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton in 1947. 

In the fall of 1949 it was learned that the Russians 

had exploded an atomic bomb. This led to a general review 

of our own atomic weapon program and. in particular, to 

the so-called "Hydrogen Bomb Decision." The political and 

technical factors involved in this consideration have never 

been fairly presented. The situation was so complex as to 

justify differing conclusions as to the wisest course to be 

pursued. Opinions in the General Advisory Committee of 

the Atomic Energy commission, and among the five Commissioners 

themselves, varied. The predominant flavor of the thinking 

in the General Advisory Committee under the chairmanship of 

Oppenheimer was opposed to an immediate large program. 

This was a view entirely tenable by far seeing and honorable 

men. It is a tragedy of our time that this view was later 

to be used against Dr. Oppenheimer. 
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On June 29, 1954, the United states Atomic Energy 

commission handed down its decision in the matter of 

J. Robert Oppenheimer. By a .ote of four commissioners to 

one, the majority opinion concluded that Dr. Oppenheimer' s 

clearance should not be reinstated and that he should be 

denied access to restricted data. As the sole commissioner 

to dissent from the majority opinion, I voted to reinstate 

Dr. Oppenheimer's clearance on the grounds that careful and 

objective examination of the total evidence in the massive 

available recor~ of Dr. Oppenheimer's life did not support 

the severe conclusions of the majority that he should be 

debarred fram serving his country . 

I would like to repeat today these sentences from my 

dissenting opinion of June, 19541 "The security system is 

• necessary means to an end. The security system, has, 

however, neither the responsibility nor the right to 

dictate every detail of a man's life. If a man protects the 

secrets he has in his hands and his head, he has shown 

essential regard for the security system." And then this 

last sentence I "I prefer the positive statement that 

Dr. Oppenheimer's further employment will continue to 

strengthen the United states. 

In judging the Oppenheimer Case, we should remember that the 

winter and spring of 1954 marked the height of the McCarthy period. 

It was a horrible period in American history, and we paid horribly 

for it. 
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The tragedy of 1954 ended Dr. Oppenheimer's direct 

connection with the Government of the United states. In spite 

of it, his influence in this country and abroad was not 

lessened; perhaps it was even enhanced. This was the more so 

because of the quiet courage with which he and his wife 

continued to conduct themselves. 

Such a wrong can never be righted; such a blot on our 

history never erased. We can at least be thankful that 

belatedly an attempt was made to set the record straight. 

In the spring of 1963 the Atomic Energy Commission announced 

that the Fermi Award for 1963 would be given to Robert 

Oppenheimer. The wording of the announcement was as follows: 

"The award will be presented to Dr. Oppenheimer in 

recognition of his outstanding contributions to 

theoretical physics and his scientific and administrative 

leadership not only in the development of the atomic bomb, 

but also in establishing the groundWork for the many 

peaceful applications of atomic energy." 

This decision was of course while President Kennedy was still 

alive, but the Award was finally made by President Jonnson on 

December 2, 1963, with this citation: 
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" Dr. Oppenheimer, I am pleased that you are here 

today to receive formal recognition for your many 

contributions to theoretical physics and to the 

advancement of science in our nation. Your leadership 

in the development of an outstanding school of 

theoretical physics in the united states and your 

contributions to our basic knowledge make your 

achievements unique in the scientific world. Even 

more unique is the demonstration of your scientific 

and administrative leadership in the forging 

together of many diverse ideas and experiments in 

our war effort at Los Alamos and elsewhere ... 

In conclusion, I would like to speak of the place of 

Robert Oppenheimer in this community. In this small town of 

princeton, we have been proud to have him as a leading 

citizen. Princeton university has continued to enjoy close 

and happy relations with the Institute for Advanced study. 

Our community of physicists have rejoiced in their chance 

to know Robert Oppenheimer as a physicist and as a man. 

We share his deep regret that a brilliant discovery of science 

has been perverted to an appalling weapon. That his great 

work for his country was re-paid so shabbily, that he should 

ever have felt like quoting the lines: 
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" ~he sad account 

Which I new pay as if not paid before ... 

If he has paid heavily, as indeed he has, we hope he knew how 

greatly his country and the world have been rewarded. 

Let me conclude with the words Robert Oppenheimer spoke 

at Los Alamos in October , 1945: 

"The peoples of this world must unite or they will 

perish . This war, that has ravaged so much of the 

earth, has written these words. The atomic bomb 

has spelled them out for all men to understand. 

Other men have spoken them, in othbr times, of other 

wars, of other weapons. They have not prevailed. 

There are some , misled by a false sense of human 

history, who hold that they will not prevail today . 

It is not for us to believe that. By our works we 

are committed, committed to a world united, before 

this common peril, in law and in humanity." 
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Contribution to Memorial Service 
for J. Robert Oppenheimer, 
February 25, 1967, Princeton, N.J. 

by George Kennan 

Not to be published in full 
Excerpts may be used for normal 
press coverage 

There were not very many people, I suppose, who knew Robert Oppenheimer in 

all the aspects of his life and personality; and I was not one of those who did. 

With his life before Princeton I had no acquaintance at all . The gate of the 

world of science, which was open to him and beyond which he saw so much that was 

beautiful and exciting, was not open to me, although like many other of his non-

scientific friends I caught something of the wonder and enthusiasm he felt for 

all this . I knew him first when we were both associated, as public servants, in 

the effort to help the Government with some of its problems; and then of course 

I knew him, for sixteen long and rich years, as a friend and neighbor and colleague 

in Princeton . 

For him, these years in Princeton were by no means barren or empty ones. 

They have perhaps been too little regarded in the various obituaries that have 

appeared during this past week. Here in Princeton, too, he had his tasks, his 

achievements, and his satisfactions. In preserving and developing the Institute 

for Advanced Study as a seat of the purest and highest sort of scientific and 

intellectual effort; in giving hospitality, encouragement and inspiration to a 

host of talented scholars--in many instances great scholars--from all parts of 

the world; in setting for these visitors and for thousands of others outside of 

Princeton an example of the scientific mind at its best, rigorous but humane, 

fastidious but generous and powerful, uncompromisingly responsible in its 

relationship to ascertainable truth but never neglectful of the need for 

elegance and beauty in the statement of it;--in doing all these things, he was 

rendering a service of great importance to the progress of science and humane 
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letters in this country and the world over; and he was conscious of doing so. 

This was, I am sure, a comfort and a solace to him in the face of the disappoint­

ments and frustrations with which these years were otherwise replete. 

These disappointments and frustrations need no definition. They are 

easily imagined even by those who did not know Robert Oppenheimer personally. On 

no one did there ever rest with greater cruelty the dilemmas evoked by the 

recent conquest by human beings of a power over nature out of all proportion 

to their moral strength. No one ever saw more clearly the dangers arising for 

humanity from this mounting disparity. This anxiety never shook his faith in the 

value of the search for truth in all its forms, scientific and humane. But 

there was no one who more passionately desired to be useful in averting the 

catastrophes to which the development of the weapons of mass destruction 

threatened to lead. It was the interests of mankind that he had in mind here; 

but it was as an American, and through the medium of this national community to 

which he belonged, that he saw his greatest possibilities for pursuing these 

aspirations. In the dark days of the early fifties, when troubles crowded in 

upon him from many sides and when he found himself harrassed by his position at 

the center of controversy, I drew his attention to the fact that he would be 

welcome in a hundred academic centers abroad and asked him whether he had 

not thought of taking residence outside this country. His answer, given to me 

with tears in his eyes: "Damn it, I happen to love this country." The truth is 

that the U.S. Government never had a servant more devoted at heart than this one, 

in the sense of wishing to make a constructive contribution; and I know of 

nothing mo~e tragic than the series of mistakes (in part, no doubt, his own, but 

in what small partl) that made it impossible for him to render this contribution-­

that obliged h~m to spend the last decade and a half of his life eating out his 

heart in frustration over the consciousness that the talents he knew himself to 

possess, once welcomed and used by the official establishment of his country to 
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develop the destructive possibilities of nuclear SC1ence, were rejected when it 

came to the development of the great positive ones he believed that science to 

possess. There was, I suspect, no conviction he held more dearly--none that 

meane more to him--than the belief that the science of nuclear physics harbored 

possibilities for communication and underseanding among men as exciting in 

their way as ies destructive possibilities were terrifying. It was one of the 

great disappointmenes of his life that he was permitted at the official level to 

contribute so greatly to the one, not at all to the other. His struggle is now 

over. His possibilities in this respect are ended . The rest of us may well 

search our consciences to discover those deficiencies of our public life that 

made it impossible for us to make better use at so crucial a time of a man so 

talented, and one who so desperately wanted to serve. 

I hesitate to say much about his personal qualities. I think they are too 

well known to warrant any elaboration here. It is well known that he was a man 

of great erudition and discrimination in the humanities as well as in the 

natural sciences, combining as few men have a feeling for both of these two 

great aspects of the sear~h for truth. It is less well known, something visible 

in fact primarily only to his closer friends, that he was also a man who had a 

deep yearning for friendship, for companionship, for the warmth and richness of 

human communication. The arrogance which to many appeared to be a part of his 

personality masked in reality an overpowering desire to bestow and receive 

affection. Neieher circumstances nor at times the asperities of his own 

temperament permitted the gratification of this need in a measure remotely 

approaching its intensity; and in this too lay a portion of that strong element 

of tragedy which all who knew him sensed, I think, in his situation. Such was 

the nature of his predicament. 

Pasternak observed, in one of his poems, that to live a life through is not 
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like walking across a field. I am always reminded of this ironic observation when 

I think of the life whose passing we are noting today. It was a life full of 

contrasts: of hope and disappointment, of conflict and harmony, of understanding 

and misunderstanding. It was a life full of pain and struggle . Robert 

Oppenheimer would have agreed, I think, that whatever progress--undefinable, 

perhaps not always recognizable progress--is made on this earth by people of 

good will resembles not so much a purposeful march in a clearly-defined direction 

as a painful and laborious struggle over and around many obstacles by people who 

see very poorly, who have only the dimmest idea of direction, and who continue to 

hope and to struggle along because this is all they can do. In this painful 

advance, each gives help in some measure to others, until his own powers give 

out, and each takes help in his own moments of difficulty. Robert Oppenheimer's 

arm was one which, in this common, confused struggle, was always generously 

extended to those who wished to lean on it--extended, if in no other way, through 

the strength of his effort of understanding, and his readiness--indeed his 

eagerness--to share that effort with others. There are many of us who availed 

ourselves of his helping arm in this sense, not once but many times. Without it, 

some of us--most of us, I suppose--would never have been quite where we are 

today. We should be mindful that any further progress we now make is in part 

his achievement. 
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Contribution to Memorial Service 
for J. Robert Oppenheimer, 
February 25), 1967, Princeton, N. J. 

by George Kennan 

Not to be published in full 
Excerpts may be used for normal 
press coverage 

There were not very many people, I suppose, who knew Robert Oppenheimer in 

all the aspects of his life and personality; and I was not one of those who did. 

With his life before Princeton I had no acquaintance at all . The gate of the 

world of science, which was open to him and beyond which he saw so much that was 

beautiful and exciting, was not open to me, although like many other of his non-

scientific friends I caught something of the wonder and enthusiasm he felt for 

all this. I knew him first when we were both associated, as public servants, in 

the effort to help the Government with some of its problems; and then of course 

I knew him, for sixteen long and rich years, as a friend and neighbor and colleague 

in Princeton . 

For him, these years in Princeton were by no means barren or empty ones. 

They have perhaps been too little regarded in the various obituaries that have 

appeared during this past week. Here in Princeton, too, he had his tasks, his 

achievements, and his satisfactions . In preserving and developing the Institute 

for Advanced Study as a seat of the purest and highest sort of scientific and 

intellectual effort; in giving hospitality, encouragement and inspiration to a 

host of talented scholars--in many instances great scholars--from all parts of 

the world; in setting for these visitors and for thousands of others outside of 

Princeton an example of the scientific mind at its best, rigorous but humane, 

fastidious but generous and powerful, uncompromisingly responsible in its 

relationship to ascertainable truth but never neglectful of the need for 

elegance and beauty in the statement of it;--in doing all these things, he was 

rendering a service of great importance to the progress of science and humane 
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letters in this country and the world over; and he was conscious of doing so . 

This was, I am sure, a comfort and a solace to him in the face of the disappoint­

ments and frustrations with which these years were otherwise replete. 

These disappointments and frustrations need no definition. They are 

easily imagined even by those who did not know Robert Oppenheimer personally. On 

no one did there ever rest with greater cruelty the dilemmas evoked by the 

recent conquest by human beings of a power over nature out of all proportion 

to their moral strength. No one ever saw more clearly the dangers ariSing for 

humanity from this mounting disparity . This anxiety never shook his faith in the 

value of the search for truth in all its forms, scientific and humane . But 

there was no one who more passionately desired to be useful in averting the 

catastrophes to which the development of the weapons of mass destruction 

threatened to lead. It was the interests of mankind that he had in mind here; 

but it was as an American, and through the medium of this national community to 

which he belonged, that he saw his greatest possibilities f or pursuing these 

aspirations. In the dark days of the early fifties, when troubles crowded in 

upon him from many sides and when he found himself harrassed by his position at 

the center of controversy, I drew his attention to the fact that he would be 

welcome in a hundred academic centers abroad and asked him whether he had 

not thought of taking residence outside this country. His answer, given to me 

with tears in his eyes: "Damn it, I happen to love this country." The truth is 

that the u.s. Government never had a servant more devoted at heart than this one, 

in the sense of wi shing to make a constructive contribution; and I know of 

nothing mor.e tragic than the series of mistakes (in part, no doubt, his own , but 

in what small part l ) tha t made it impossible for him to render this contribution-­

that obliged him to spend the last decade and a half of his life eating out his 

heart in frust r ation ove r the consciousness that the talents he knew himself to 

possess, once welcomed and used by the official establishment of his country to 
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develop the destructive possibilities of nuclear science, were rejected when it 

came to the development of the great positive ones he believed that science to 

possess. There was, I suspect, no conviction he held more dearly--none that 

meant more to him--than the belief that the s cience of nuclear physics harbored 

possibilities for communication and understanding among men as exciting in 

their way as its destructive possibilities were terrifying. It was one of the 

great disappointments of his life that he was permitted at the official level to 

contribute so greatly to the one, not at all to the other. His struggle is now 

over. His possibilities in this respect are ended . The rest of us may well 

search our consciences to discover those deficiencies of our public life that 

made it impossible for us to make better use at so crucial a time of a man so 

talented, and one who so desperately wanted to serve. 

I hesitate to say much about his personal qualities. I think they are too 

well known to warrant any elaboration here. It is well known that he was a man 

of great erudition and discrimination in the humanities as well as in the 

natural sciences, combining as few men have a feeling for both of these two 

great aspects of the search for truth. It is less well known, something visible 

in fact primarily only to his closer friends , that he was also a man who had a 

deep yearning for friendship, for companionship, for the warmth and richness of 

human communication. The arrogance which to many appeared to be a part of his 

personality masked in reality an overpowering desire to bestow and receive 

affection . Neither circumstances nor at times the asperities of his own 

temperament permitted the gratification of this need in a measure remotely 

approaching its intensity; and in this too lay a portion of that strong element 

of tragedy which all who knew him sensed, I think, in his situation. Such was 

the nature of his predicament. 

Pasternak observed, in one of his poems, that to live a life through is not 
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like walking across a field. I am always reminded of this ironic observation when 

I think of the life whose passing we are noting today. It was a life full of 

contrasts: of hope and disappointment, of conflict and harmony, of understanding 

and misunderstanding. It was a life full of pain and struggle. Robert 

Oppenheimer would have agreed, I think, that whatever progress--undefinable, 

perhaps not always recognizable progress--is made on this earth by people of 

good will resembles not so much a purposeful march in a cl~arly-defined direction 

as a painful and laborious struggle over and around many obstacles by people who 

see very poorly, who have only the dimmest idea of direction, and who continue to 

hope and to struggle along because this is all they can do. In this painful 

advance, each gives help in some measure to others, until his own powers give 

out, and each takes help in his own moments of difficulty. Robert Oppenheimer's 

arm was one which, in this common, confused struggle, was always generously 

extended to those who wished to lean on it--extended, if in no other way, through 

the strength of his effort of understanding, and his readiness--indeed his 

eagerness--to share that effort with others. There are many of us who availed 

ourselves of his helping arm in this sense, not once but many times. Without it, 

some of us--most of us, I suppose--would never have been quite where we are 

today. We should be mindful that any further progress we now make is in part 

his achievement. 
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Fn~ THE PRESS: 

The attached paqes are an article written by 
me for Science Maqazine. Only parts of this will be 
used in the Memorial Service for Dr. Dppenheimer on 
February 25th. If you are quotinq any statements which 
are not used by me in the Memorial Service please credit 
Science Maqazine. 

Hans A. Bethe 
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OBITUARY J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER 
By Hans A. Bethe 

FOR: SCIENCE MAGAZINE 

J. Robert Oppenheimer did more than any other man to make American theoretical 

physics great . His taste and his knowledge guided and stimulated young American 

physicists for two generations . Many of the best theorists went through his school, 

either as graduate students or after their Ph.D. 

Oppenheimer's mind was all the time concerned with the most fundamental questions 

in physics. This attitude of concentrating on the fundamental difficulties and 

ignoring the easy problems, he communicated to his students. '~at we don't under-

stand we explain to each other", he once said in describing the activities of the 

Physics Group at the Institute for Advanced Studies. There was always a burning 

question which had to be discussed from all aspects, a solution to be found, to be 

rejected, and another solution attempted. Where he was there was always life and 

excitement, and the expectation of excitement in physics for generations to come. 

Oppenheimer started in physics at the most opportune time, taking his B.A. at 

Harvard in 1925. In 1926 Schroedinger discovered his equation and already that year 

Oppenheimer wrote his Ph.D. thesis in Goettingen on an important application of that 

just invented theory. He calculated the transition probabilities into the continuous 

spectrum, i.e. the photo-electric effect in hydrogen and for X-rays. Even today, 

this is a complicated calculation beyond the scope of most Quantum Mechanics textbooks. 

In 1926 Oppenheimer had to develop all the methods himself, including the normaliza-

tion of wave functions in the continuum. Naturally, his calculations were later 

improved upon, but the absorption coefficient at the K edge and the frequency depend-

ence in its neighborhood were correctly obtained by him. He was disturbed by the 

fact that his theory, while agreeing well with measurements of X-ray absorption 

coefficients, did not seem to be in accord with the absorption of hydrogen in the sun. 

ThiS, however, was the fault of the limited understanding of the solar atmosphere in 

1926, not of Oppenheimer's theory. 
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For four years, 1925 to 1929, Oppenheimer traveled from one center of physics 

to another, Cambridge University and Goettingen as a Ph.D. student, Harvard and 

Caltec as a National Research Fellow, then Leyden and Zurich, as a Fellow of the 

International Education Board. In Zurich he was influenced by Pauli, probab~ the 

man with the deepest understanding of Quantum Mechanics. In Goettingen, after '. 
\ 

completing his Ph.D., Oppenheimer worked with Max Born, one of the inventors of the 

then new quantum mechanics. Their paper on the structure of molecules is still the 

basis of our understanding of molecular spectra. 

In 1929 Oppenheimer accepted a position as Assistant Professor at the University 

of California at Berkeley. SimultanF~usly he held an appointment at California 

Institute of Technology in Pasadena where he regularly spent part of the year. This 

was the beginning of his great school of theoretical physics. In the 14 years before 

Los Alamos, a large number of the best theoretical physicists in the United States, 

including Christy and Schiff, took their Ph.D . with him . Soon his school became 

famous and attracted postdoctoral fellows like Serber and Schwinger. His lectures 

were a great experience, for experimental as well as theoretical physiCists. In 

addition to a superb literary style, be brought to them a degree of sophistication 

in physics previously unknown in the United States. Here was a man who obviously 

understood all the deep secrets of quantum mechanics, and yet made it clear that the 

most important questions were unanswered. His earnestness and deep involvement gave 

his research students the same sense of challenge. He never gave his students the 

easy and superficial answers but trained them to appreciate and work on the deep 

problems. Many of them migrated with him between Berkeley and Pasadena every year. 

The problems of non-relativistic quantum mechanics had been pretty well solved 

by 1929. Now Dirac's relativistic wave equation of the electron became the great 

challenge. In 1930 Dirac advanced the hypothesis that the vexing negative-energy 

states in his equation were all normally occupied, except for a few "holes" which he 

2 
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assumed to correspond to protons. Oppenheimer quickly showed that this last 

hypothesis was untenable but that the holes must have the same mass as an electron. 

This l ed to the theoretical prediction of the positron, discovered two years later 

by Anderson in cosmic radiation, that great laboratory of nature which revealed to 

us so many new particles in the 1930's and 40's. 

Cosmic Radiation was the chief interest of Millikan, then the President of 

Caltec and its chief physicist. A very peculiar phenomena had been observed, the 

electron showers, . both in the atmosphere and in pieces of solid material. After 

the theory of production of positrons and electrons (to which Oppenheimer and 

Plessant contributed the first paper) had been published, Oppenheimer and his 

school developed a most elegant theory of shower production which accounted for 

. most of the observed phenomena and has remained fundamentally unchanged. Other 

components of cosmic radiation were known to penetrate deep into the earth; these 

were recognized as mu mesons after discovery of that particle by Anderson and 

Neddermeyer, and they were known in turn to produce showers, though rarely. 

Oppenheimer's students, Christy and Kusaka, found this to indicate that the meson 

had spin 0 or~; particles of higher spin would give much too strong radiation. 

3 

At this point, cosmic ray research tied in with Oppenheimer's other chief concern 

at the time, viz. that the theory gave divergent integrals for the self-energy and 

for the probability of certain processes at high energies. His struggle with this 

problem was intense but he rejected all facile solutions. About one theory by a 

prominent colleague which attempted to explain some showers of particularly rapid 

developnent, he said wryly ''What a shameless exploitation of divergent integrals." 

In the midst of these researches came the War, making a break in the lives of most 

American phYSiCists, but in Oppenheimer's perhaps more than in any other. After the 

War, the divergence of field theory and the internal contradictions of meson physics 
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were still vith us. As much as his official duties permitted, Oppenheimer returned 

to physics, which was entering a time of most rapid and exc i ' ; "~ developnent. 

Hi b int~u"noo on phyaioo waa gro"tly onhAnoed when in 1947 he wlLa otteroo. tho 

position as Director of the Institute for Advanced Studies at Princeton. As the 

Head of its physics Group, Oppenheimer realized, probably more fully than had ever 

been done before, the full possibilities ' . L the Institute. Here vas a place where 

dozens of the best and most active young theoretical physicists could assemble and 

could discuss the most interesting ideas of physics which kept streaming in at a 

faster rate than they could be digested. The Physics Department of the Institute 

became the world's center for the developnent of high energy physics and field theory. 

It is probably not exaggerated to say that for the next 10 years it vas the Mecca of 

theoretical physics, as Copenhagen had been in the 20's and 30's. 

Physics was now much more mature than it had been in the 30' s at Berkeley. So 

were the physicists who flocked to Princeton. They were all postdoctoral, and. many 

of them were of established prominence. Pauli vas a frequent guest until his death, 

and so were Dirac and Yukawa, the inventor of the meson. A larger number of post-

doctoral fellows received their final training and taste in physics at this great 

center. Among them were Gell-Mann, Goldberger, Chew, Low, Nambu and others in this 

country who are leading in the developnent of modern theory. There were almost 

equally many young visitors fran abroad, from France, Italy, England, Germany, and 

many other countries. And then there was the superb, more permanent stafr, including 

Dyson and PaiS, as vell as Lee and Yang who did their revolutionary work about the 

breaking of parity in weak interactions at the Institute. 

Oppenheimer was always there to stimulate, to discuss, to listen to ideas. 

Even when he vas busiest vi th public arfairs, he knew what vas most important in 

physics. It was forever astonishing how quickly he could absorb new ideas and 

single out the moat important point in them. 

4 
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In 1948 I gave a seminar at the Institute on some calculations concerning the 

Lamb shift. I spoke for less than half the time; the rest was discussion by the 

many bright young physicists and especially by Oppenheimer himself. Ideas developed 

fast in this atmosphere of intense discussion and stimulation. Incidentally, I was 

. told that I had been allowed to) speak a much larger fraction of the time than was 

customary in the seminar. 

Vigorous discussion as much as the emphasis on fundamental problems were 

Oppenheimer's style. Perhaps this originated during his time at Goettingen in 1926, 

t he formative year of quantum mechanics and of his scientific life; perhaps he wanted 

to perpetuate that feeling of continuous discovery which must have pervaded Goettingen. 

All through his life he was able to convey to all around him a sense of excitement 

in the quest of science. 

He could also irritate the people who worked with him. His great mind was 

able to read and digest physics much faster than his less gifted colleagues. In 

scientific conversation, he always assumed that others knew as much as he. This 

being seldom the case and few persons being willing to admit their ignorance, his 

partner often felt at a disadvantage. Yet \/hen asked directly, he explained willingly. 

As ide from hi s work at the Ins ti tute in Princeton, Oppenhei ver played a leading 

role in the high energy conferences which annually brought together theoretical and 

experimental physicists. The first such conference, organized by the Rockefeller 

Insti tute, took plAce in 1947 in Shelter Island . Sane rather remarkable experimen­

tal results <vere presented, the Lamb shift and the anomalous magnetic moment of the 

electron. This stimulated theorists to develop modern quantum electrodynamics and 

renormalization theory which eliminated, to a large extent, the unpleasant divergences 

which had plagued pre-war theory. Oppenheimer, most acti ve at the first conference , 

organized the next two, giving an opportunity to Schwinger and Feynman to present their 

diverse solutions to this problem. Later, Marshak established a regular, annual 
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conference at Rochester which soon became international, and now takes place alter­

nately in Russia, Western Europe and the United States. To the end, Oppenheimer 

was much involved in the organization of these meetings, and a regular partiCipant. 

To the world outside phySiCS, Oppenheimer is best known as the Director of the 

Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory during the war. I had the good fortune of partici­

pating in an activity preparatory to the work at Los Alamos. In the summer of 1942 

a small group met under Oppenheimer's leadership to discuss theoretical methods of 

assembling an atomic weapon. By that time it was very likely that Fermi's atomic 

pile would work, that Dupont would build a production reactor, and that useful quanti-

ties of plutonium would be produced. The separation of U-235 by the electromagnetic 

method though extremely expensive, also seemed very likely to succeed, the separation 

by gaseous diffusion was less certain. In any case, the Committee in charge of the 

uranium project considered it advisable to begin a serious study of the assembly of 

a weapon. It turned out to be accurate timing. Sane members of our group, under the 

leadership of Serber, did calculations on the actual subject of our study, the neutron 

diffusion in an atomic bomb and the energy yield obtainable from it. The rest of us, 

especially Teller, Oppenheimer and I, indulged in a far-off project, namely the 

question whether and how an atomic banb could be used to trigger an H-Banb. Grim 

as the subject was, it was a most interesting enterprise. We were forever inventing 

new triCks, finding ways to calculate, and rejecting most of the tricks on the basis 

of the calculations. 

experienced. 

It was one of the best scientific collaborations I have ever 

Life soon became more serious. After the summer study we all went home to our 

respective tasks of war research, but already in the fall plans were started which 

led to the founding of the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory in March 1943. It was 

not at all clear that Oppenheimer would be its Director. He had, after all, no 

6 
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experience in directing a large group of people. The laboratory would bd devoted 

primarily to experiment and to engineering and Oppenheimer was a theorist. It is 

much to the credit of General Groves, by then in charge of the "Manhattan Project" 

that he overruled all these objections and made Oppenheimer the Director. 

It was a marvelous choice. Los Alamos might have succeeded without him, 

but certainly only with much greater strain, less enthusiasm and less speed. As 

it was, it is an unforgettable experience to all the members of the laboratory. 

There were other war-time laboratories of high achievement; like the Mettallurgical 

Laboratory at Chicago, the Radiation Laboratory at M. 1. T., and others, both here and 

abroad. But I have never observed in any of these other groups quite the spirit of 

belonging together, quite the urge to reminisce about the days of the laboratory, 

quite the feeling that this was really the great time of their lives. 

That this was true of Los Alamos was mainly due to Oppenheimer. He was a leader. 

It was clear to all of us whenever he spoke that he knew everything that was important 

to know about the technical problems of the laboratory, and he somehow had it well 

organized in his head. But he was not domineering, he never dictated what should be 

done. He brought out the best in all of us like a good host with his guests. And 

because he clearly did his job very well, in a manner all could see, we all strove 

to do our job as best we could. 

7 

One of the factors contributing to the success of the laboratory was its demo­

cratic organization. The Governing Board consisted of the division leaders (about eight 

of them), in which questions of general and technical laboratory policy were discussed. 

The Coordinating Council included all the group leaders, about 50 in number, and kept 

all of them informed on the more important technical progress and problems of the 

various groups in the laboratory. All scientists having a B.A. degree were admitted 

to the colloquium in which specialized talks about laboratory problems were given. 

Each of these three assemblies met once a week. In this manner everybody in the 
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laboratory felt a part of the whole and felt that he should contribute to the 

success of the program. Very often a problem discussed in one of these meetings 

would i ntrigue a scientist in a completely different branch of the laboratory, and 

he would come up with an unexpected solution. 

This free interchange of ideas was entirely contrary to the organization of the 

Manhattan District as a whole. As organized by General Groves, the work was strictly 

compartmentalized with one laboratory having little or no knowledge of the problems 

or progress of the other. Oppenheimer had to fight hard for the free discussion 

8 

among all qualified members of the laboratory. But the free flow of information and 

discussion together with Oppenheimer's personality, kept morale at its highest through­

our the war. Los Alamos has been an example for big laboratories ever since, and 

although they are concerned with very different scientific problems, Brookhaven and 

CERN and many other places have gained much of their spirit from wartime Los Alamos. 

The War come to an end, and the problem arose what to do with atomic energy. 

The Government appointed an Interim Committee to discuss this problem. The members 

were Oppenheimer, the directors of the other wartime laboratories of the Manhattan 

District, and several elder statesmen scientists. One of its meetings took place 

at Los Alamos, and some other Los Alamos scientists were asked to participate. I 

remember this meeting very vividly. They were all impressive people who had made 

great contributions. Nevertheless, whenever Oppenheimer left the room, discussion 

slid back into fairly routine problems, such as the specific nuclear reactions one 

should investigate, and the kind of research that could be done with a nuclear reactor. 

On his return the level of the discussion immediately rose again to much more important 

questions, and we all had the feeling that now the meeting had become really worthwhile. 

With the end of the war, political problems came to the fore. Oppeoheiver has 

often been blamed for his initial support of the May-Johnson Bill which provided for 
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continued military control and severe penalties for any infraction of the rules. 

Oppenheimer supported it because he thought it was the only way to get atomic energy 

organized quickly. But he soon joined the mainstream of scientists and of Congress 

supporting the McManon Bill which in the end became law. 

An evan greater concern was the international treatment of atomic energy. 

During the war, Oppenheimer had listened carefully to Niels Bohr who had very clear 

ideas what an atomic armaments race would mean, and had a plan to avoid it by making 

atomic energy international. Bohr had come to the U.S. in 1944, and been asked to 

help us at Los Alamos . He was quite interested in our work and gave us sane advice . 

However, his main i.lterest was in talking to statesmen and trying to persuade them 

that international control of the atom was the only w~ to avoid a pernicious arms 

race, or worse,atomic war. Bohr did not succeed, but the combined efforts of 

statesmen and scientists after the war did. 

The result was the Acheson-Lilienthal Report (l946); Oppenheimer pl~ed the 

leading role in the Lilienthal Committee . The Report called for the creation of 

an international authority to control all atomic energy work. The plan emphasized 

the need for a positive task for the international authority. It should develop 

atomic reactors for power and other peaceful uses and also atomic weapons if desired; 

it should not have merely the function of a policeman preventing individual nations 

from developing atomic energy and weapons on their own. This wise plan was endorsed 

by a State Department Committee under Acheson and became official U.S. policy. It 

was presented to the United Nations by Baruch and unfortunately was totally rej~cted 

by the U.S.S.R. Oppenheimer was one of the first to see that the plan would be \, 

rejected by Rus sia. Most of the members of the Federation of the American Scientists 

held on t o hope beyond hope. His realism, as well as his official duties, kept 

Oppenheimer rather separate fran the Federation and other political organizations 

of the scientists. 

9 
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From 1947 to 1953, Oppenheimer was a familiar figure in Washington . His main 

function was to be Chairman of the General Advisory Committee of the Atomic Energy 

Commission created in early 1947. But he also consulted with the Department of 

Defense on atomic weapons and on the general strategic policy of the United States. 

He was an important member of many Ad Hoc study groups on military matters . In all 

this he resisted to the extent possible the prevalent philosophy that atomic weapons 

give us "more bang for a buck". He, and others with him, advocated that more 

emphasis be put on atomic weapons for tactical use (so as to avoid a wholesale 

conflagration) and on conventional armaments. This earned him the hostility of 

some elements of the Air Force. 

The General Advisory Coomdttee of the AEC was a group of extremely high-grade 

scientists and business men. In its early years it recommended an extensive 

research effort by the AEC which contributed greatly to the present preeminence of 

the U.S. in high-energy and nuclear physics. National laboratories like Brookhaven, 

Oak Ridge and Argonne were established during this period, and the Berkeley Radiation 

Laboratory was strongly supported. In these years the groundwork was laid for the 

development of nuclear power reactors by the AEC. The main task of the AEC and its 

GAC was to ensure an ample supply of fissionable material for reactors, as well as 

atomic weapons, by constructing production facilities. Thanks to this effort we 

are now living in an age of atomic plenty. 

The work of the GAC came to a crisis in the fall of 1949, after the U.S.S.R. 

10 

had exploded her first atomic weapon. In response, Edward ~eller proposed that the 

U.S. should develop H-Bombs. The GAG wrote a strong recommendation against the 

development of the "Super". One important argument was that there was, at that time, 

no sufficient technical basis for this development (the crucial invention was only 

made in 1951 by Teller). Another strong argument was that the U. S. should not 

deliberately step up the arms race, and should at least first make an effort to 
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discuss with Soviet Russia the possibility of an agreement not to develop hydrogen 

weapons. This advice was overruled by President Truman after several months of 

heated debate behind the scenes. But happily, a course similar to that recommended 

by the GAC is now pursued by President Johnson with regard to antiballistic missiles. 

The U.S. has asked the Soviet Union to enter into an agreement to stop the deploy­

ment of such missiles on both sides. Evidently antiballistic missiles are different 

from H-Bombs and, more important, the present Russian government is very different 

from that of Stalin in 1950. Even so, the U. S. may not succeed. But it is good 

to think that this idea, proposed by the GAG in 1949, has now been adopted by our 

government as official policy. 

After President Truman overruled the GAG, it would probably have been right 

for Oppenheimer to resign as Chairman. He tried to but the resignation was not 

accepted. This fact, together with the hostility he had incurred in the Air Force 

for his opposition to strategic bombing, brought about his troubles in 1953 and 

1954 . They were introduced by a strange article attacking him in Fortune. In 1953, 

on the basis of a denunCiation, President Eisenhower ordered that Oppenheimer's 

security clearance be terminated. The ensuing, long protracted security investiga-

tion became a cause c~lebre. Many of his scientist friends cBllle out in his defense, 

a few against him. The proceedings, published by the AEC, give a vivid story of 

the discussions within the U. S. Government on defense policy between 1947 and 1953. 

They have been avidly read by friend and foe abroad. 

Both the security hearing board, by a vote of 2 to 1, and the AEC, by a vote of 

II 

4 to 1, decided to withhold security clearance from Oppenheimer. In the final majority 

opinion by the commission the only real argument against granting him clearance was 

the grotesque story of Haakon Chevalier in 1942. Intrinsically this "espionage attempt" 

was of no importance whatever, (the Counter-Intelligence Corps did not even bother to 

investigate the lead) but apparently Oppenheimer, under stress and overwork at 
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Los Alamos, had invented a rather foolish cock- and-bull story to shield his friend, 

and had then denied it. 

It took until April 1962 before the Government made amends. Then President 

Kennedy invited him to a White House dinner of Nobel Prize Winners . And in 1963, 

just after taking office, President Johnson gave to Oppenheimer the highest honor 

given by the AEC, the $50,000 Fermi Award. In his acceptance remarks Oppenheimer 

said - "I think it is just possible, Mr. President, that it has taken some -charity 

and some courage for you to make this a\fard today". 

Oppenheimer took the outcome of the security hearing very quietly but he \fas 

a changed person; much of his previous spirit and liveliness had l eft him. Excluded 

from government \fork, he apparently did not have the strength to return to active 

\fork in physics. - He \fas still as interested and \fell informed on physics as ever 

before, still a leading figure at international conferences. But his main activity 

\fas nov on more general lines. 

He \fas deeply concerned, both before and after 1954, with the public understand­

ing of science. His Reith lectures on the BBC, given in 1953, and published under 

the title "Science and the Common Understanding" are one of the most lucid, and at 

the same time most profound, popular expositions of atomic and quantum theory. 

Here again, he never took the easy way of explaining just the facts, and he carefully 

avoided any facile anologies between uncertainty principle and biological processes. 

He was much aware, and troubled, by the inability of the modern scientist to 

communicate his exhilarating experience of discovery, and also the contents of his 

discoveries, to the educated layman, much in contrast to the clost communication 

between science and society t\fO centuries earlier. (see, e. g. "Some reflections 

on Science and Culture" (1960)). In still other lectures (The Open Mind, 1955) 

he discusses the relation of scientists to SOCiety, and many facets of the atomic 

policy of the U.S. He always gives the impression of having long wrestled with the 

12 
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problem, L - always raises a great many penetrating questions, and gives few concrete 

answers. 

If this left his audience only partly satisfied, they were compensated by the 

beauty of his style. I have seldom heard a speaker, scientist or otherwise, who 

had such a command of the English language, and who could so well fit words to the 

depth of the thought. There was wit also, a store of good anecdotes, but most of 

all the signs of a deeply concerned human being . 

Oppenheimer will leave a lasting memory in all the scientists who have worked 

with him, and in all the many who have passed through his school and whose taste in 

physics was formed by him. His was a truly brilliant mind, best described by his 

long-time associate Charles Lauritsen: "This man was unbelievable. He always gave 

you the answer before you had time to formulate the question". 

13 
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J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER 

Phy 101 t ; b . Jew York, N. Y. , Aprll 22, 1904; 

s . Jullll ~nd Ella (Freedman) 0 .: A.B., R~rTard Unl.pr 1ty. 

19c5 . student Oa&brldge Un1v rqIty , England, 1925- 1926; 

Ph.D. ; G~ttlngen UniY.r~lty, GerMany, 1927; m. Xatn~rlne 

Rarrl4on , ~ov~mber 1940; ch11dren--Peter , Xather1ne Tyke . 

National P,~search felloY, 1927- 1928; !nt~rn tlon~l F~ cat ! n 

Bo l"d fel ow. 192t- 1929 : .usiatant protE' 11801' • theoret1oa1 

Qhyslol . CalIfornia , 1929-1930 , Aas?olat proteasor, 1930-

IQ35 , P~ti88or , 1935--; Asaooiate prof.Baor , Callfornia 

InstItute of Teohno1~g1 , 1925- 1937, Prot 8aor 1937--. 

D1rector , laboratory , Santa Fe , Jew Xexico , that ~erfeeted 

th atom1e bomb, 1945 . Fellow AIlert.,..n Academy of Arh &lid 

Sol nc~s , Am r10.n Physioal Sool F tYI Member, Nat10nal 

Aoademy ot Sei enoes , ~8rlcan Phllosophioal Sool ty . 

Quantum meohanios ; cosmic raY8 . oms : Eagle Hill, 

oerkeley , California . 
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OGGI, 12-23 March, 1967, p. 89 

(captionl 

Princeton ,(,United States). One of the last pictures of Robert Oppenheimer. 

On his hollowed face one can see the symptoms of the terrible diseas e which 

brought him to his death on February 19, 1967. Oppenheimer, who graduated 

in physics in the United States, but who then received a post-graduate degree 

in Gtlttingen (the German university town where in the twenties all the leading 

physicists used to gather ) was named in 1942 to direct the construction of the 

first American atomic bomb. Following he had a crisis of conscience and 

refused to participate in the construction of the H bomb. Because of this re­

fusal, he was accused by the famous Senator McCarthy of being a crypto ­

communist. The committee of inquiry ascertained that the accusations were 

false, but during the trial Oppenheimer, in order to defend himself, did not 

hesitate to denounce a dear friend of his who then had a hard time in proving 

that he was not a communist. 

TO: Dr. Kaysen ---Professor Dyson 
Professor Strtlmgren 

Above is a translation of the caption 
beneath the photo of this article. 
I bring all this nonsense to your attention. 

Tullio Regge 
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= .. .. y~: __ ~~~:~ .. :~.~PO LA MORTE DI R.O~_~!-! .... Q~~~~F '~~~.~~::,,. __ ,=,:= , 

Cl siamo recati all'universlta dl Princeton, dove Robert Oppenhellller, iI C( padre della bomba atomlca ", ~Isse gil ultlml mesl 
gill condannato dal cancro, per raccogllere dalla viva voce del suol amici e del suoi allievi la testimonlalza dello stolclsmo 
e della fermezza con I quail II grande sclenzlato accetto la condanna del destlno attendendo la morte con calma sovrumana 

IDCeryl.Ce dJ 

CINO CVLLACE 

Princeton (Stati U,~fU) . nwrzo 

Un m eS ... tll mol'lv3 RObert Ol~ 
penhclmer, II • padre lIeUa 
bmnbn aOOmlca • . II d~t1no 

colloco J.3. 10:\\.13. vila lranqulUo dl 
iicienziato In un'epoca In cui gil 
ieJenziALi non pOLel'ono Ilvert!' vi· 
ta trancluJUa. L'ov,,"r costl'ulto 1" 
prima bonlba al.om1ca semb,'o 
sclllpre ~snrH'1I oscuramcmlc sui. 
130 coschmu e 10 e8celb pol tn 
unA urutta ~tOrl8 dove 11 '"nall­
!4lnO del !:Icnutore 'McCarthy par. 
\'C sU'itolul'lo. Rluscl a ~alvnl's l, 
tt c.llmostl'ul'e ll:t sua Jnn<X:Nlza 
(cloo che non Rveva tradlto II :tuo 
pac$~ dondo al russ1 II HCgrcto 
ItcU'atomlca). Ma tutle queste av­
vcntul'C, tl'OPpe per un uomo <II 
scJcnzlI:. 10 se!.YTUu·ono Indele>bll· 
ml·ntc, 0,·". in occ~.slonc d(~lIa 
HlW mOI'le, ubllhtmo voluto Inte l'. 
r(lga l"~ II! personc con cui vlssc 
.:11 u tl.iJnJ rn(.~i, JX'f ll'Vel'e una te­
stltnonlUI\'W eccczlonate 8ulla nne 
dl un UOln() tanto cccezlonaJe. 

·Sapeva la risposta 
prima 
della domanda 

OIl I>Cl'IhC' ll'flt'r s llmula vw e cli • 
.. cult'va nuove Idee onch(' 
qunndo erR motto occupa. 

tu "tm gil afrorl pubbllcl. SUJ)(>. 
va :>crnpre lutto eli') c1'It! era mol· 
1.(1 Importante nella fisk.... La 
sua grande mente en capace dl 
Icggel'c e dlgerlro Ie OsieD as· 
s{l1 ph) veloc(~mt!nro del ftuo! col. 
h:~g hJ. N~I1(' conver~tldon l selen. 
Ilflchc, pnrtlva ~~mpl"e dDlIa per· 
8ua!tlonc chc gil sUrt ne sapes­
am'o (IUa"to lui, Ma rRrnm~nte 
I~ cose 9tavano cos) c po('hc per. 
bOHt!. parlcmdogU, Cf'ano lltSPO­
tlte ad nmmeltere dl ignorare II 
problema tn dlscufi .... Jone, l l crrlh 
t\ l !K'nllvltno a dlsaglo, La S\Ht 

IHen le b I>tut/\ descl'1tta mJl"ttllll . 
mente dB un suo collegn co~l : 
• Oppenh~Jnler vi dava sempre 
la rfspoab prima chc pol.evatc 
rargH la domanda-- , 

Han. nell." 
Pr~mJI) Y:'l:rml, 

prOrll~ore dl ftalC8 

Per lui II dolore 
era solo 
"un dis agio" 

L a (~(bj,n che mt ha Impr~R­

dlonato dl plO In OppcnhL'l. 
meT, dUl'Dnte Ja maluttla . ~ 

RlUlo II suo modo fil atrront.are 
II dolore ftslco. La parola pia). 
rvrle cht! alJbla mal UlJalO, quan. 
do soJfrlva lcn'lbJlmcnL~. era 
• dls0gtO _ . • MI ~nto a dlsl:tglo '. 
fllccv1t, Mt!rcolcdl. trc gl(wnl prJ· 
IU<J d£' lIn morte. venne alia l'1u" 
ntont!' (le ll'I;,tltuto pel' dlR(~uter(! , 
1I a I'altro, 18 nomina dl nuovi 
R\cmbrl. C'era un ('efta numcl'o 
ill doml1 n(It!, le tt.ere dl raecoman­
dllziont·, copie dl lavort I;clentl· 
ncl del candhJatl; tutto qucsto 
materiole ero 8nda1.o a caM sua 
lunedt ed era :Halo rcsLltuJlo 
marleen. l,('ggcrlo r vulutorlo era 

• tonll"u~lo,.. UU4 I'll'. 91 

f'rlnct'ltun (Hluti Uulti), l ' uu thoU,' IIllhut" 'ulll"I'4I1h' dl nub~rt O.'IWuht'jlllC.·. Sui 1'1 .. 0 vll"o Po('uvu1u ~h\ st ""tll'hl I ~ .. ~1ti drl 1"I'rlbilt' lUatr 
chf'; 10 u""tlbb~ tlU","to nUll murtt" " .0 'l' hbru(o 1007. Otll,enhehIH''', che "I e .... lallr~uto In n~It'u nejl'JJ HlUU Unit! ,HI <:lit" "I t'1· ... 1101 lu'r'~1,louulu 
u (:Ulttn~Nl (Ia cilt.l\ unhtenih.,url" lI'llcs (' 1I dovtI ftt'gl( ollol \ 'I:'nll .. I rnduluu·on,. tutU I maggiu .. ' StU4UUld Ifl ,,,,.JhINU' nluuatd). ttl chliHUllto 
n e l 190ft 1\ dl.rlge,." 10 ('f)rih' u:r.101u" dl'ilu Ill'ama bomb" ntomJcn. I:tou' rlcault. In UKuH.,. (~t'nfl() J;tnto IlN'!,O da uua ('rlsl til cm.(" .. n2:a. h' ri· 
6utJ) dl p&U'[t'~JIHlr() alia "uHtr'lu1oh(' d.'Ua bUll\ba 11. ,\ C:'U!;I\ dl qlleHlu ijUO .. IOULO fu I\ccu~ltn duJ 'munst) ,s,jUltOl't'I M(,(:lIrlh), dI ('r il)t(}('U" 
mUDhnllO. La cumml~"hmf' u'hu\ hl~lda UCCf'l'tj). In 'u~U .. , ((,.11 .. ncc:ulif' IlIn. ,lu.ranh' 'inellil 8IH~-d(' m 1U'"HCe8SU, C) IIH'lIht>lmf'Ol', put' ill t,(':.gluuu ... 
nt, nOD t't:dt~ It denUDt'1nl'c lin Hno (;url) ;uuJco, ch" t'bbr lIul molb' diOtc~llth n('1 dll1w:drul'e .11 non eH~ert' IlIr rnlUu lin t'I'I"hH:Olllllnbihl , 

, 

, 
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• COtltlrlll4zfon" dall. ~. If 

un luvoro nlClunl1to pOl~ante an­
~hp. per un uoma tn ottlmll sa­
hilt': mil Opucnhetmer 10 Ic~e 
e 10 vullJ\.I . '.' IC..Itu C'\ULl t lUO d 
l'lunln hlo sap .. va LuUo, [ndub­
hmmc ntt' pe,' fAr clo IIvevu nvu­
to hhl()ltno (II una gra nde fol':.r.,u 
(Ii volonta, cd ('g il 1ft f)ossed ...... 
Vl;I . 1 ~ l'a chiaro ('he Ie s ue con­
(lI zlon l I' rano dlsas u'oJ-;I', ma non 
IWI·mottev:.. II fic' s tesso dl erol­
Ian:, Non fiO fino Ii qual punt.o 
t sllol Vl.l l'tti InWI'pl;JR I tulturllli, 
tHo~oft(! 1 0 1·!-·llg los l, 10 ubbhtno 
alut3Lo tul IlITl'ontal'e la morte 
stol(';lnh'ntc, C.'rlo la ftun prcpa­
ra~l()ne Intcllcttuale lnflulvit mol­
to ~ ul ~uo modo <1, coml)ol'tnl'­
~ 1. 110 letta J\ lHulVogad (UM, 
uno clc l lHlI'l (onelamcntHU per 
luI. La dot.tl'lnn {'h~ C~fiO conLlp.­
l1e ~ que~ tn : ognuno itev,~ (nI'e 

II prupl'lo ctc)\l('r'e n(" monde) ~wn' 
za c'hledcl'e una remunel'nzlonc 
c St'lI~a eolnv()lg~rsl l.'rn(Jtlva­
mcnt~, f; bben(>: (luc.sLD cl"a III 
rnanlel"l1 d1 vlvere III Oppenhel. 
nlt!r, Egli ~ntlva che era suo 
dovcl'c far~ tutto fluel chc potc­
va per 1'Is lituto e ecce, uppun· 
lo, tutto fino aU'ulthno momento. 

Dcflnirc Opptmhelmcl' non i!: 
facile, La ~Utl grande~a r ealc 
era ncl1'llllH11l\ CI'lU(!H C Hella ca· 
pacit!t dl Nuscitnre Idee, J glovu­
nl nn(luvano du lui cd egll utrt'r­
I'uva Immt'1lialamJJnlt' 11 fl.lgnlfi· 
cute) di'l 101'0 luvc>l'o. nl! InLlllva 
I punll dt'boll ~ II loIotto1JOl1l'Va 
111 vngllu d\'lIa ('J'IlICll, Come crl­
tleo IKttcva CfillCl'l' rucie 0 molto 
gentile : d b dipenlll.'vu dulta s un 
dll:l l'uslzlonc emotlva nul mo­
tnf'nto. 

"reeman J. 0Y'OIl 
fi sh<n nuclelll'e 

Ancora al lavoro 
tre glorni 
prima dl morlre 

D a quuodo ~100 dlventato 
membro dC!Il'istitUlO ho 'vi· 
sto Oppenheimer molto 

tlpesso: 10 vcflevo ~Ilc dunlonl 
klcUlmanali del membrl, at se­
minart cll fiSiCO, a ellM SUIl. A 
ca lia 10 Incontral <tunlche glor­
no dopo III dlagnosl clel mole e 
lUI paJ' lb dl queUo dlognosl oon 
moltl\ fl'lInch e ... ..lB. ParJo ('on un 
tono s tU (,NHO, ~her~nHdOt'I so­
pro, come lif' descrlv~asc 11 tna., 
Ie cl1 un a\tro. Non era nel suo 
tempel'omento laaclar trnpelare 
Ie preoccupazloH1, se ne QvCVl:l, 
u metlere 1t dlsugio Is Rente la· 
mentandosi dc~lIa sua salute. 
Quando 81 sel>JK~ che non ave­
va ph) spC!ranza dl gw\rirc, pcn­
gal ('he non grodlsse vltlltt", chc 
pT~rt!I' hJ}tt! (t'ome fonno molt! tn 
tIUl':-I ll' ('h '(tbHDU'ZC) hlolUl'sl unl 
1'l1Ondo. Ma ml .',hu!~lIavo: OI)pe-I1' 
hclmcr, aut l, 1I(c~ ldl.'J'flvo dt piu 
~vt'l'~ HI'Itid totcu'no. fol'l'l\' per­
die 1f8pt'VII t'he Hv)'cubc potu to 
':Otlt'I'C (It!lIn luro compnECnl" fln­
c<w..t P(»' pot·o, 

Pl.' l'do 10 e miu mc)gll~ comln. 
cillmmo u rnrgll vl&lht plh SPt'lJ­
teO t', qutmrlo ('P. lie nndavamo 
tla ('asu sua, dlceva sempl'e: • to) 
pal'J)'lQto t.J'oPJX' tempo us qunH­
do vi ho vistl l'ultIma volta • . 
Oppcnlwimt!r t!ra Ji't:!mpI'U molto 
gemJie. Gil placeva ('onlUnk~rp, 
la alia conver8azione Hvcva scm· 
pre un tono molln t:!t'vato, La 
moglle cl pl'cgava di non fal'i\') 

pllrUu'c mOll() percht! elb In tJf· 
faUcavn : mn 8e Ie (:ose dl cu{ 
81 dlsco)')'('va 10 Inu'r~ssavano, 

,era fJOmpre lui £I guldnl'~ 18 con­
·J.. l ...... .1..,11.o!. Espl'imeva sempr'e Ie 
sue Idee con grHndc precis lone, 
Ml ricor'do \Ina RU8 lIennhdonc 
dcl gl't!co e del fWll.'1Cl'ltO: II gl'e­
co, dl<.:(·vu, l! }n linguo della I'a­
glone: 11 s~nscrtto uell"ntuh:lone. 

tlnu dc~.!11 lISpNU " Ili ~impBll. 
cl d~llu SUO soclcvolez'l'.H {'I' a \11 
pol'tal't! Spt'fU:O lu c·onvf'rsaz{o· 
ne KUUe coso ehe In~I't>ssavano 
mnlto ngH altl'i , A OIc, ad eSt'm· 
plo, pluce conosct'fC ant'(ldott 
sull::~ vita pdvata dc l gl'nndl fl­
!-Ih'I, ftpcclnlmcnlt~ so chi U rae­
contu ha conosciuto Ie pCl'sone 
dirt!Uanu!Ou' , Op~nh~tmC' r .lVe· 
va conoscluto pel'sc>nllhYl{'n tc tut· 
tI J gl'a-,u.!i li s lcl COntefnl11)t'unel 
p R~SSO, sallenflo ell farml pia, 
Cct'(l, parlllvD dJ Ic}ro. 

C'il un altl'O u~llett.o d t:lJa s ua 
vltu che non tutti eonosc$lno, A 
Cutin dl ril)t"tcre che ftl ~ II pa­
til'c d e ilA bomhn ntomlc.1 -, sl 
cr(.-clt! cmlltllmcnte ch,~ non £It oc' 
cupasse til nitro eh(! dl pl'Oble· 
ml sclcntUlet. Invece nmavo Ja 
C:JM, In f;lmlglJa, ern molto 1~­
guto n sua tigllu, una l'aga::tUl 
scml)llce, intt'llIg(mte. molto 1m· 
p~~nala c' scrln, che !:It.udta alia 
Columbia Unlvcl'~lty. 

N(lII'ulllmll ~ctthnana ell \tIOl 
ho rJvl slu OppenheimC'1' c1u~ voi­
te, Otto glcll'nl prlmu {'he morls­
St' sono stHto a ca~a foIua e ah· 
hlnmo parlatu tlJ un" pubbllcD­
zlone J{cic~nllt\eo chl' ('gil nvevil 
apJ)('II;1 IclLO; CI'Cc!O ('h(, quell .... 
tihmo s tille It' ulthnl~ pagln(' IN­
te fla lui. Poleh~ 81 afrotlcuva a 
pal'IDI"', Cru convhlto cht' non 
mtl'(lube s tall) lu ('ondlzione dl 
l)Hl'tcciJXII'C ull<l "'Iunlon€' dd 
nH!mhrl dcU'1i4ltuto, che I:It do­
'veva tenere dl Ii a (I\lattro g!m" 
nl. luvecc, menll'~ UMclvQ da c:u­
R~l r-I U14, ml cllss~: • CI .... Ivcdl·' .. 
mt) nwreolcdl _, l;'('CI rntll'a II do, 
mllHu'(' lu mill tlOllH't:.'~:;a t' In "".ill 
cmO'.l.iol\e; non volevo chf' h~f{' 
gc!{'';c 11 mlo pcnl'>lN'u, clni!: che 
nOli CI't'lIcvo sarl'hhe flt;lto In 
('ondlzlonc dl ,,"oHln·. hwc(',' ven· 
ne, con un g'l'l1nd~ R(OINote) (II VI)> 
10nt.;1, e fJal'te<'ipo alle C,USCllB­
~lol\l, pur s<lpe nclo ('he non sa· 
I'ehhc vlBNuto i.lbhl:l~ lunUt I>CI' Vt!-­
(tHe 1 l'IKult.atl dt.'iJe (teclsinnl 
che Hi lu'cndcvano tn qu,' lIa l"iu­
nlonc. Morl, InClltLl, trc glOl"nl 
<lopa. 

Tullio Hegge 
llIemhra dell '. lmultllte 

(or a<lvllnced study. dl PrhwcWII 

Nell'ora suprema 
con 10 stile 
dei grandl uomlnl 

1'1 , .. ,~. 

OPpenheimer <1cclSt! <11 rlUrar· 
III dallj] cades dl cllrcttol'c 
(leU'tiJtituto net l0C5, A 

q\lel tcml)O ilcmb,'ava In oltlma 
.Klute, QURndo rul nomlnftt.o IUD 
SU(~ct>gs:ore, C vennl a f'l'inceton, 
Jui non c'crn: at truVQva nile 
lsole V~rginl, In vscanzo, Che 
(osEle malMo dJ cnn(:ro 10 ScpPc 
agJl lid'll dcl 190Cl c, nell'autun­
no dello I:llesao anno, t';)pl di non 
avere piu speran:.r.e, In lint) dt ... 
gil ultiml inconlrl, poco prima 
della marte, notal chc nOn Kulo 
60tfrlva molto quando PDl'I3VA, 
mu che non I'lu)'lI'ivu pit. a sen­
Lire b(Hle. Nono~tante Ie solfe. 

l't!noo, I)otche mantencvB ~t.·m­
pl"~ 11 po:-.to dl proressore dl fi­
sku, dUI~ VI)ll4! In scttlmftnn an­
clavo al scmlnari. La sua quall· 
u\ fondDmcnt~le t!'ra di eubCl'C 
brillilnt~, ~ vlssuto con un eer· 
to stile cd ~ morto ooche con 
un certo sClll!: 10 s tlle elL'i gran-
dl uomlnl. elK ...or IJY3en 
O\.'Olloml eln, tllrellot'c dell' .. Jtls tJUIil" 

(or advanced study. dl Princeton 

Era cosi fragile 
che iI vento 
poteva spezzarlo 

!\lm'vln J .. Guld'.H'rgt'r 

Oal W57, '1uundo v~nnl H In­
l>Iegna)'C .1 Pl'lncotOl1, sono 
su,t.o sempl'C molto vlclno 

ad Oppenheimer. L'ho ~empl'O 
V('uuto magro, fragile ; Rcmbrit­
va che una folntn til vento po­
le~s~ !;pazzarlo vln, Quando 81 
(Ihnlee da dh·t'lt'lI'e ,'lcll'lsUtuto 
era IlIlCOra mngl'o e CrHgllp., ma 
CIUe6to non s lgnificR chc fo::;s l!' 
gl'aVt~mentc mulnl.o, Clw t.!ra m~· 
IMo 10 scoprl moho dopo c, unll 
volta rlpl·t'~osl <1ullo 8I1Of~k. c'()­

mlnclb ud aVcre clellt> buone rn­
glnnt lWI' CSR('I'c oltimts ta. &!m· 
hrl), tnraHI, the " malt' pol.€'RI'>I' 
.'s:-;erc (.·ontl'ollnto, rn estou' an· 
"7) nile l!-UJI~ VerAlnl , dove 110 
una eaRlJ, VI ' !' sUU'C aU·l.Ir1a "f.K' l'· 
til C nuotaTt!: I m edici 10 UVCVlI­
nl) loRcloto Hndur~ appunlo pe r· 
ch~ PNIsIlvonO chC' Il t,'uttaIYlN\' 
to con 11 radium fOS Kf! effil!nec, 
Ne1lu pI'lma f.letlimanH dl sN­
t("mure et! nuovo sl senti molto 
rmth'. CI ru una. 8t!eonda vislta, 
un setondo ef.lamc e 1)1 8('01'1'1 

('he c'enlno due nllovi tumo)"1. 
Allol'" cadcle ogni Bpt'ranza. 

10 e mID moglle gil cl'avumo 
molto amici cd t!gH cl parlavS! 
apC'I' lamentc (h~1 progrt!Kso del 
t-tuo male. l·lp(·tendocl quel chi! 
11 l'Of'ctlco gil Olveva detLo" MOl 
non 81 Iftment.aVR, non plIrlavn 
atratto del s uo dolorc n"lc-o: pal'-
1~lvfl con unD certl\ frcdd~:r.zl'l, 
p\lr 8vencl0 una terrlbHe ursura 
Dlln gola e un dolorc che 10 CO-
8trlngevll a Ingerlre I dbl In 
lonna ll'lulda, St sare-hbe anche 
potu to IRnUll'e un Intel'vento chi. 
I'urglco. rno quasi eertamente 1iS­
rebbe Rtnto Inutile, 

QueSll1 ~ la sccondn volta che 
ml h'ov() vicino a un p(~l'sono.g­

gin dl grande Eltatul'a e 10 v<.>d,o 
I mor'lre rapldarnente, Mi trov:t1 
Infattt anehe vtclno aF'erml. MEt 
II male ctl Ff'rml Itl scopcrto in I 

t!!itl"do: Infat,U egll mOl'l due 
mejojl dupe. Anche lui, In qucl 
tlue mc~l, cercb un tHug-In (lIspe· 
fAto nel I&VOI'O, ma I clolol'l el'a· 
no cO)'ll a('utl cht! gil l'Iusciva 
ImIH):;slhll~ (0."(' qualsillsi CI)::I8, 

Oppunh~lm~r Invpcc non per-mi· 
se ehe l ' ld('<) della mOl' tc 0 la 
Joiotf(H·,~ nzn Rs lea Intrah'laHtcel'O II 
MUO I!.lVUI'U, Nogll uhlml mes l 
avev» progetlllto nddh'llturu dl 
tlcrlvcl'c un volume, 1'3Ccontnn. 
do 10. storla d"lIa leo ria eluantl· 
stlea, Pen' lo spe:-lso dl que"I.o Pl'()' 
Reuo a sun moglic volevft ehe 
10 Ineornggi.lls~1 ad Inlztarlo. So 
tosse vlssuto HIt.r1 (Iue IOe,,1 eel" 
tnmemt' 10 aV'rebL~ Ini2111to e con· 
dono R buon pun to, 

M(frviu L. Gol.JI)crger 
Iliufll~re dl t""ea \(!UI' JC3 

"10 amo 
moltissimo 
III ml a nllziolle" 

O
Pp'~nh t,tm C'r cra un ltomo 
chI! 3Vt'V3 un pl'Ofonc1o bl· 
sogno dt a rnklz la c dl com· 

paltnla" L'a r·!·ogunl.;,.I, eh(~ ad ai­
clInl PIJlCV3 ~entb1'3 1'e un Iota 
dpllll sua rll' rson<.l llti'l, In realtb 
uHll]ch e>J'ava UII tl'lcDoccantc d E'­
siilerlo d l da l'~ j! ric",v('l'e ar· 
(NtO. , 

SeO!;l lIllIss lmo, tOl'tncntuto <1:.11 
pl"oblt'Ol i mOl'ali, avv el 'Uva mol· 
to 1·:.Ill gosch~ dt'II 'umanlt;) <Ii 
fruntc ~ lIa spl:tVt'nlQs:l fo rza d~ l­
If' (l1"ani a t ornkh~ , l\1a era anchc 
un amt'r'l cnno e, pl"oPl'lO aUrll· 
ve t'so lu ~uu l'omunlttt nlt~lona· 
Ie, Vide Jt· pili gl'"odi poss lbilltft 
pl!r l'ultum':lonc dol suol illmlll 
dl p.1(·e €' ell pl'ug l'csso. Negll an· 
ni bui del 1030. q\utndo J g ua l 
RI Hss lepavllno Intol'llo a lui ed 
egll s l It'OV&, tOl'tnCntHlO. al cen· 
tl'O dl una gl'ande contl'ovel'sla, 
10 l'iehl.arnai la s ua attf>nz,lon" 
suI r<llto che centlnala dl l.sl}tU­
zlonl .1t!caelc mlj:tae n~1 JO olldu gil 
avr'chhel'O data II benvenuto e 
~II chlcsl :if.! avcssc mol pcnsn to 
fl i prc nch.: l·c la I'e::li(\l!nza 1I11 'est~-
1"1), l AJ 1'!SpOStu chc ml diede, con 
Ic Iflcrlme 8gIJ occhl, fu (lUI.." 
Kta : • It rotto ~ cllc 10 amu mol­
to (IU(,~ t..a mla nnzlonl!., 

George Kennon 
Q\'OIl,lnl! ll lu 

Cammlnava Iranquillo 
con la 
morte accanto 

C onobbl Opp ... 'nhelmcl' a Co­
p~nal!:h~n n~1 WiG, Iluando 
venn(~ a t~nel'i' una (:unrl..'· 

renza ell fisleR, Neg" ultlmt dll'" 
cl annl It Pl'lnceton nbblDJOu 
avuto contattl quasi ciliotiellani. 
Nonost.ante III tn~latLla , vt.'nlva 
1'cgolarmenle nn{'h(! al s(!JnhlHri 
dl a!itrofj~tca pe"ch6 VOlCV8 tt>· 
nN'xl ul corrente dl tutti glt S\r{, 
luppl di (IUC~to selen7..a. I $lIol 
Inlcrc8s1 c\llturall cl'ano IU\'Rhl l't­
simi (0(1 10 ppnso che In ftlosoflu 
10 nhbta molto Alututo all affron· 
lal'e 13 mOl'le, 

Da S(:ttcmilre ('gil comlnclb II 

cammtm.lJ·~ con la mor'tc ocean· 
lo, L'ombra d~l1a mO)'te 10 Be· 
gulva, rna non gil fuceva puu· 
ra , Du~ sctllmanc prima ehe 
m()rt8:-"~, pal'lando con lui, ave­
vo notato ch~ sl affntlC8va nlol· 
to: Ie sue parole, p~ro, erano 
mollo chtare, Una sClttimona do­
po Ie sU(~ faroltb vOf.!ull C)'ano 
l"apldam('nte PCAHI(lr1-1te : I~ 1m, 
role uJ.\c1vano ~mozzlcalc, nlln 
ar' tico)ate, e fatlcll.vo u segu!l'C' 
(IUol rhe dlc~va" 

Chc tlpo ern? ~ difficilc dll'lo. 
C,' rtamentc escr('ltavH un enor­
mt! rflsclno tlulle PCI'8CHIO dle In· 
contl'tlVa, Allparcntt>mt:nu· 1fNn· 
hl'llVll pluttOHlo rhillso, (rc'IIdo : 
ma quando 10 ~I conC)sc~va me­
gllo sl caplvn 1nvcce ch@ avt'VH 
molto calorl~ umollo. 1n tutti, 
f>empl'c, Ill sciava una Sh'.1ol'dlna­
ria hnprelisloo,' l)t)r In racllltb. 
con la cluale ril.1sch'o a ('ogllert' 
gil a~ pcltl (.'Rspnzlall til un 1'1'0-
blemn ('omplcsso, ancht' (uol'l 
d(') suo l 'itmpO, u dJscutC'I'lo e a 
"v llo;c~ral·lo . 

Heragl Stromgren 
:ltII ll'ofl ll lc'n 
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NEWSLETTER 
S P R I NG 1967 I SSUE D OCCAS I ON ALL Y IlY The Twentieth Cenlurv Fflnd 

N ~I HE R 5 8 

SEEK N EW MEA SU RE S 

OF S OCIAL CHA NGE 

Prelimillary S tudy to T ake 

Overview of Indicators 

N EW WAYS to measure and assess social 
change will be e:\:plored in a preliminary 
study by the Twentie th Century Fund. 
The work will aim at developing proposals 
for a broad research p rogram oriented to 
ide ntifying the major changes tha t are 
taJ..--ing place, or on the horizon, in Ameri­
ca n socie ty. The study hopes to obta in 
be tter infom13 tioll , both economic and 
noneconomic, quantita tive and q ualita­
tive, to help assess these changes and the ir 
meaning in the lives of people. 

Long-term Perspective 

Professor Bertram ~ 1. Gross of the ~ I a.\':­
well School at Syracuse Universi ty will 
undertake the explora tory study for the 
Twentieth Century Fund. He will focus 
on a preliminary overview of major 
changes in social structure and of the 
growth in services whose value is not 
adequately reHected in the federal calcu­
ia ll ons of Cross ~ahona l Product. His 
work will involve the fannula tion of long­
te nn perspectives for the work now get­
ting under way in government on "social 
indiea tors" and "social accounting. ,. 

Publications 
Professor Cross is a member of the So­

cial Indic<l tor }lane ] set up by John Gard­
ner, Secretary of Health , Education and 
\ Velfare, and is editor of the forthcoming 
volume of The Annals on "Social Goals 
and Indicators for American Society." H is 
books include Action Under Planning; Th e 
Managing of Organi::ations; and The State 
of the Nation: Social System Accounting. 
One of the major architects of the Employ­
ment Act of 1946, Professor Gross also 
selved as Executive Secre tary of the Pres­
dent's Council of Economic Advisers in 
1946-1951. 

HECKSCHER RESIGNS FROM FUND; 
JOINS LINDSAY ADMINISTRATION 

T ook Office in March as City Commissioner of Parks, 

Administrator of R ecreation and Cultural A ffairs 

A UGUST IIE C KSC H E H , Director of the 
Twentieth Century Fund since 1956, re­
si,!.,'l.led in ).. larch to become Administrator 
of Recreation and Cultural Affairs a nd 
Commissioner of Parks for New York Cit\'. 
John E. Booth, Associa te D irector of tl;e 
Fund, has been named Acting Director. 

The Board of Trustees of the Twent ieth 
CentUlY Fund passed the following reso­
lution at its annual meeting in ApJiJ: 

The Board of T rustees records, with re­
gret, the resigna tion of August Heckscher 
as Director of the FWld . 

Eleven years ago, he was persuaded to 
leave the editorship of lhe edito rial page 
of the New York Herald T ribune to pilot 
the T wentieth Centu ry F und th rough a 
crucial stage in its development This he 
has brilliantly done. Under his guidance, 

the Fund opened new vistas a nd fields of 
work and attained new levels of prestige 
in many unpioneered fields of endeavor. 
August Heckscher, be fore anyone else, 
realized that the problems of the United 
Sta tes were over-passing those of econom­
ics which had chieHy preoccupied us in 
the pas t. ACl.'Ordingly. he struck out paths 
of thought, research and action in the 
fie lds of philosophy a nd es thetics, never 
forgetting that abstractions must be re­
d uced in some manner to reality if they 
are to have effect. Both in thought and in 
applica tion, he made the Fund's work in­
creasingly s ignificant. 

The Trustees express their hearty good 
wishes in the new tasks before him and 
a re happy thnt he remains as coUeague on 
this Board. 

A FAREWELL PARTY ti t the F und ma rked August Het:ksc her 's res igna l ion ti S Di rector. 

Ad olf A. Berle, C h a ir JUl.!1I of Lhe B Or! !"d of Trust ee~ ( left I. J u!m E. Boot.h. AC' t.in g Di!"et: !n r 

( ("c ll te r). cxprf' l'sed tlw be~t '\ i!'lws or Board and s.ta rr ro r Mr. Recksc hc r in h is ne ,\ post. 
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RIGHT S LAWYER S 

N EEDED I N S O UTH 

T HE KEED for outside lawyers to repre­
sent individuals engaged in civil rights 
activities in the South may last for Rve to 
ten years or more concludes a report, 
Administration of Justice in the South~ 
published this month by the Twentieth 
Century Fund. The pamphlet gives an ac­
count of a conference held at the Fund 
to consider new measures and approaches 
to the problem of legal representation in 
the South. 

The conference re-affinned the impor­
tance of the volunteer groups of northern 
lawyers active in the South and consid­
ered proposals to expand the sources of 
legal rep resentation. These included pro­
grams which would subsidize young law­
yers willing to take c ivil I;ghts cases while 
establishing a practice in the South ; new 
approaches to enlist the support of the 
"progressive elements" in the southem bar 
associations; and scholarship programs by 
which southern law schools might attract 
more Negro students and encourage them 
to practice in the South. 

Attending the conference were civic 
leaders, representatives of the Lawyers' 
Committee for Civil Rights Under the Law 
( the President's Committee) and the Law­
yers Constitutional Defense Committee 
(LCDC ), the deans of two southern law 
schools, the director-counsel of the 
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, government officials and founda­
tion executives. 

FAIR E MPLOYME N T 

G UIDE P U BLI S HED 

A L.-\Y~(AN" 'S GU IDE to fair employment 
laws and regulations, based on the Twen­
tieth Century Fund study Legal Restraints 
on Racial Discrimination in Employment 
by Michael I. Sovem, has been published 
by the Public Affairs Committee. It 
describes the remedies available to indi­
viduals who believe they have been dis­
criminated against in seeking employment. 

The 3D-page pamphlet, Job Discrilnina­
lion Is IUegal, outlines the provisions of 
state and federal laws and administrative 
regulations which bar employment dis­
crim ination on the basis of race. Sample 
cases illustrate the steps that must be fol­
lowed in bringing complaints of employ­
ment discrimination before state or federal 
fair employment commissions. 

Sharon Leventhal, of the Fund staff, is 
the author of the pamphlet, which may be 
obtained from the Public Affairs Commit­
tee, 381 Park Avenue South, !\ew York 
10016. at twenty-five cents a copy. 

Forlhcollling Publications : 

T H E A D VANC I NG SOUT EI , 

M ANPOWE R P R OSPECTS AN D 

PRO B LEMS 

by James G. :vladdox 

Change is sweeping th rough the South, 
transfonning a rural agrarian economy into 
a modern technological one. What will the 
effect be on jobs, on employment oppor­
tWlities for Negroes, on occupational re­
quirements? This study will examine the 
South·s transition to a more modern in­
dustrial, commercial and urbanized way 
of life, and will roclis on manpower re­
quirements projected to 1975. Publica­
tion , Fall 1967. 

ML"TL"AL A I D AMO'iG 

DEVELOP I NG ~ATIONS: 
TElE CASE OF I SRAEL 

by Leopold Laufer 

Are the lessons of one developing nation's 
experiences applicable in other underde­
\'eloped countries? This study examines 
technical assistance programs sponsored 
by the government of Israel to help na­
tions of Africa and Latin America apply 
the insights of modem technology. Train­
ing programs in Israel as well as operations 
abroad are evaluated. Publication : Fall 
1967. 

BOOKLET ILLUSTRATES 

ECONOMICS OF ART S 

L lE ECQKQ.MIC crisis confronting per­
fOlming arts organizations today is illus­
trated in graphic form in a booklet 
published by the Twentieth Century Fund 
and based on its recent study Performing 
Arts - The Economic Dilemma. 

A 12-page color pamphlet, Performing 
Arts - ,..vllo Pays the Piper?, examines the 
causes of the substantial deficit arts organi­
zations must meet and looks into sources 
both new and old which might help to 
shrink this "income gap." State and local 
arts cowlcils, as well as organizations ac­
tive in sponsoring performances or raising 
funds, should find this booklet of value. 

In 1964 the deficit for theater, music, 
opera and dance organizations amounted 
to $23 million ; in 1975 it might reach S60 
million. Traditionally, the performing artist 
himself has helped pay the piper. Per­
formers' wages have not increased as rap­
idly as those in other occupations, a fact 
which the booklet's graphs make clear. If 
ticket prices are to be made to cover costs, 
it is estimated that they will have to rise 
at least 75 per cent by 1975. 

The booklet has been prepared by the 
Cambridge Design Group Inc. and may be 
ordered from the Fund at ten cents a copy, 
quantity rates on request. 

A MEMORIAL TOTE 

R OBEHT QPPEKHE L;\I ER, who became 
a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Twentieth Century Flmd in 1950, died on 
February 18. 1967. 

At its annual meeting in April, the 
Board of Trustees passed the following 
resolution: 

The Trustees of the Twentieth Century 
Fund record their grief at the loss of a 
gallant colleague, Robert Oppenheimer. 

Presenting in Paris a perfOimance of 
'The Dossier of Oppenheimer," the actor­
adapter, Jean Vilar, obsen·ed that Robert 
Oppenheimer had become the Faust of 
the twentieth century, whose story would 
reverberate through uncounted genera­
tions. 

The historian of science at ~ Iassachu­
setts Institute of Technology, George San­
tillana, put the same thought differently: 
Oppenheimer, he said, was the unsi lenced 
Galileo of Ollr time. 

Deep as was his mark on science and on 
history, we knew him as a brave, kindly 
and courteous friend, no less when wlCler 
attack than while at the zenith of his 
career. Few of us will forget the penetrat­
ing yet always kindly criticism of our 
projects. and the encouragement he ga\·e 
to each of us as well as to the staff of the 
Fund. The greatest of men are often the 
simplest, and so \\·as he. 

Death ends one voyage. only to begin 
a longer one on tile boundless sea of hi.s­
tory. Through his scientific achievement, 
in his lifetime Robert Oppenheimer liter­
a lly changed tile face and fortune of lhe 
entire world. The significance of tllat 
achie\·ement abides the long dialogue of 
succeeding generations; this freight he 
cru-des on the long journey th rough his­
tory. But witl] it must be included tile re­
spect and love of those of us who worked 
with him. 

As colleagues and friends. we say as he 
sets out anew, "Our love goes with you. 
Good fortune, friend." 



Records of the Office of the Director:General Files / Box 50 / Oppenheimer, J. Robert - Death 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USAI ~ ATIONAL PREss-CurrtNG BUREAU 

184, STRANO, LONDON, W.C.2. 

Extract from 
Adelaide Advertiser, South Australia 

20 r B 1967 - ----" 
ATOM BOMB 

PIONEER 
DIES 

""".11 ... ANnf'I.I •• P~. • 
PRINCETON (N .... Jer 

"Y), Feb. IS-Dr. J. 
ert Oppenheimer. 62 
pioneer of Amerlca'8 n~ 
atom bomb, died at h 
bome in Princeton lu 
night. 

The eaU5e of death was; 
not immediately announced 
but associates said he ha 
been suffering from can 
eer of the throat. 

In 1954 the AIoml~ 
Energy Commission denl 

J him acce. to lJeCJ'et docu 
men", becauae 01 hla 
alleged CommunlA aym 

. pathles. 
Bat DIae J'Mb later th 

Atomle EnerlY Com­
mhIIon named hi. tor 
'he SM .... Fennl award 
tor hla "oatatand1nc eOD­
trlbati0a8 to tlaeeretleal 

I Jtlt731ea aDd his aelenWie 
..... admJDJotnU .. loader. 

I ahlp." 

r Dr. OppeDhelmer studied 
at the UnJversUles of Hy;­

. ~ cambridge (Eng. i ), and Gottlngen (Ger. 
many). . 

From IH3 to 45 he was 
Director 01 the Los Alamoo 
ScIence Laboratory wh 
the lint atom oomb w 
produced. 

He waa appointed Direc 
tor and Prot....". 01 Pbys 
lea at the Institute 10 
Advanced Study at Prin.,.., 
too in 1947. 

\The tall, thin, chain 
&moking "Oppl •. " as h i! 
cl_ lriends called him 
made no .secret of his as 
sociatJon with' Commu. 
nIsts in the late 19308 an 
early 1940:s. 

"I did DOt regard th 
as dangerous. and some 0 
their declared obJectiv 
seemed to me to be de6ir 
abl .... he said. 

He _8& something of • 
child prodigy. At th.~ 
of 11 he was elected to th 
New York mineralogl 
society. At. the time t 
wu no other membei 
under the age ot 60. 

H. attended the Ethl 
cal Culture SchOOl in Ne 
Yort and then en 
Harvard. 

He married Kather1n~ 
Hamson In 1940 and had 
two children. Peter and 
Catherine. 

i>nERl<.nONAL ~ BUlW.u 

Extract from 
Energje Nucleaire, Paris, France 

• 

Le 19 fevrier. la mort de Robert Oppen­
heimer a ete un choc pour tous les scienti­
fiques et surtout pour ceux qui avaient eu la 
joie de Ie connaitre . 

Cet homme, d'allure encore tres jeune . 
bien que fortement marque par les eVEme­
ments. etait d'une culture universelle . non 
seulement en sciences mais aussi en arts . 
musique . peinture . en langues et en littera­
ture (lors de I'experience d' Alamogordo en 
1945, sa premiere exclamation rut : « Plus 
clair que mille soleils » . expression tiree de 
la Bhagavad-Gita). Sa conversation etait une 
source d 'enrichissement pour tous ceux qui 
ont eu la chance de Ie rencontrer. 

QueUe fut sa vie? En voici un rapide 
resume : 

Julius Robert Oppenheimer etait ne en 1904 
a New York, de parents d'origine allemande. 

Enfant. il etait deja tres doue pour les 
sciences, car a 11 ans, il etait membre de 
la Societe de Mineralogie de New York. 

Etudiant, il sort avec mention des Univer­
sites de Harvard en 1925, de Cambridge en 
1926 et de GottiRgen en 1927 . Dans cette 
universite allemande , il travaille sur difterents 
problemes de physique quantique appliquee 
avec Ie ProCesseur Max Born. 

n retourne ensuite aux Etats-Unis pour 
poursuivre ses recherches et est nomme 
professeur a l'Universite d e Berkeley et au 
« Caltech ». 

C 'est la qu'on Ie trouve lorsqu'il fut nomme 
directeur du site Y, « ce camp de concentra­
tion pour prix Nobel» ,Iii ou, comme l'indique 
8. Goldschmidt dans son livre « l' A venture 
atomique » , 1'etude el 1a construction de 1a 
bombe allaient se poursuivre dans un cadre 

, eilleux mais ou tous ceux qui s'y trou-

J .R. OPPENHEIMER 

vaie nt signaient l' engagement de rester 
pendant loute la duree de la guerre et six 
mois apres sa fin . 

A Los Alamos , Oppenheimer avait non 
seulemenl la responsabilite scientifique des 
recherches, mais toute la direction du centre, 
Iour~ charge pour un jeune theoricien. 
Laura Fermi dans son livre « Atomes en 
Famille ») indique que 10rsque les sirenes se 
faisaient entendre a 7 heures du malin, Enrico 
Fermi se reveillait et remarquait : « Oppie a 
sifDe c'est Ie moment de se lever » . .. Si les 
sirenes gemissaient , ce ne pouvait etre que 
sur l'ordre d'Oppie »), 

Je pense que Ie mieux, pour decrire l'abou­
tisse ment de ceue periode est de reprendre 
ce q p'en a dit Ie General Farrel : « Nous 
pene trions dans Ie domaine de I'inconnu. et 
nous ne savions pas ce qui pourrait en sortir .. . 
Ie Dr Oppenheimer .. . respirait a peine .. . 
quand se produisit cet epouvantable eclat de 
lumiere suivi peu apres par Ie profond rugis­
seme nt de l'explosion . ses trails se delen­
diren, dans une expression d 'immense soula­
geme-ht. 

... Tous les assistants. meme les non-inities 
furent saisis d'une crainte profondement 
admirative ... Nous flimes en proie a un 
sennmen t encore plus fort : la foi de ceux qui 
avaie nt porte la responsabilite de prendre 
I'initiative et d'executer ce programme 
herculeen avait ete justifiee I) . 

Maintenant que la bombe atomique existait 
fallai t-il I'utiliser, compte tenu de la proba­
billte d'une longue resistance japonaise et 
Oppe nheimer estima que « si une anne 
nouvelle peut mettre fin a cette agonie, il 
faut J recourir » et fallait-il l'utiliser sans 
preavis? En 1947 , dans « l'Arme absolue » il 
repond a cette question : 

« Le schema general pour l'utilisation des 
annes a torniques a ete e tabli a Hiroshima. Ce 
sont des annes d'agression . de surprise et 
de terre ur. Si jamais elles venaient a etre 
encore utilisees . elles Ie seraient par milliers 
ou dizaines de milliers ... Mais ce sont des 
annes d 'agression : les elements de surprise 
et de terreur y sont aussi necessaires que la 
presence de noyaux fissiles. 

Mais il fut contre la bombe H . trouvant que 
l' effet d estructeur des bombes A elait large­
ment suffisant. 

Apres la guerre. il reprend ses cours et la 
direction des recherches , mais il est auaque 
par Ia Commission Mac Carthy en 1953 pour 
son caractere ! et certaines de ses amities . 

n a Callu presque 10 ans pour sa rehabilita­
tion , e t e~ 1963, il recyoit Ie prix Enrico Fermi 
pour « contribution remarquable a 1a physique 
theorique et pour son leadership scientifique 
et administratif. 

Sa curiosite a ele telle qu'll a abandonne en 
juin 1966 son poste a l' Institut de Technologie 
pour se livrer a des recherches personneUes 
pour « essayer de comprendre ce que la 
science a apporte a la vie humaine » • 

Le Pr Pierre Auger a defini magnifique­
ment ce t Homme de Sciences qui nous a 
quine : 

« Robert Oppenheimer etait un homme hors 
serie . C'etait non seulement un grand phy­
sicien mais un homme d 'un caractere et d 'une 
moralite extraordinaire , travaillant pour l'Hu­
manite »). 

Toutes nos plus sinceres condoleances it. 
Madame Katherine Oppenheimer et a ses 
deux e nfants Katherine et Peter . 
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