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Deceaber 20, 1939

¥r. David Mitrany
Balliol College

Oxford, England
Dear Davias

It was good to have your letter of December 3, wuich I particularly
appreciate becauce it was so much more friendly in tone. Ae you know, we
should all be delighted to have you come back in Felruary if in your judgment
it is feasible and desirable, ¥We should sll feel, however, taat you should
be guided solely by your own best iaterests; all we cun do is to put the fects
before you as we see them,

There have been no unusual developments in toe lnstitute since i
last wrote you except such as 1 shall try to describe nowe OCome of tae members
of the fsculty felt very etrongly tnat we should give & small gift to Flexner
upon ils retirescut. I succeeded in  etting from Johns Hopkins & rare voluue
waich contains an inscription by President Gilman; snud as Panofsky seems to be
the moet insisteant about the  ift, we charged hia =ith having « lesther case
and suitable presentation inscription prepsred. 4t the iavitution of tue
Trustees, also, we acopted at the last faculty aceting & resolution, a copy
-of which I aa sending you eaclosed,

The Rockefeller Foundstion has under com.igarauoa a fauirly vizeable
gif: to the Institute for the work in economics and I sm using oy best efforts
to see what can be done in the way of having the grant mede to the School of
Econonics &nd Politics as a whole rataer tuen to mny subdivision of it, Aydelotte
'mnld, I think, velcome it this way, and will try to use his influence to the
| same emde

The faculty committes, of which 1 wrote you thae Last tine, is to be
coaposed of Veblen, Goldmun, and vtewart. The rescons for these perticuloer
selections have been carefully considered and they sevnm o be the wisest ones,

I had & second cocktail party in the lounge last week to which 1
invited the meabers of the Politice and Economice Departseuts st Frinceten,
and also & fow of my speclal friemds like Shenstine, Langfeld, Te lor, and
Thomas Mann. I think it was a great success.

Zs you know, next week 1s the tise of tue mectings of tuc learned
socisties In Wasibington. I aa afreid my sctivities there will be primerdly
concerned with trying to find jobs for our younger men. Unfortunately the

. sociclogints mect in Philadelphis sc that there is nothlng much 1 can do on
Rumney's behalf at the moment. 1 have, however, discussed his case with



Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1939 L .
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

Mr. David Mitrany - Deceaber 20, 1929

Aydelotte, who will see what cun Le done at cwarthsore or elsewhere.

This is all for the moma=ut,. but it irings you our every affcctionate
good wish for the New Year and the nope that waatever decision you may make
will prove to be the cholce of wisdom,.

Alweys sincerely,

Tdeare Mead Earle
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18 December 1939
D ctated Dec. 17

Decr ¥arle:

I talked with Mr. Maass on the tele-hone about
ycur prop.sal to build & cocpar-tive house, and he was de-
iighted. I promised him that we would get a mseting of all
the people interested scmetime about the middle of January
to discuss details.

Yours sincerely,

Professcor Bdward Kead Larle
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

% 4
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" and also m

complete as it had to he. You never nndggth-t Eablonu. I

rather than ,simply giv“ you instructions to do this or thst;
ldﬁ it cleer thst the work needed persconal and
original interest becsuse it wss not a gquestion of merely
collecting facts and figures. Throughout thet time, to my
surprise, you never once assked a question vhich might have
shown that you were putting vour mind to the work, nor cnce

‘asked Tor sny guldence on reading etc. in the falirly new fileld

into which I wss trying to introduce you. Instead, rsther
naively, during the few weekly visite toc my country house,
you used to entertsin me with stories of your jJjournslistic
sdventures etc. and, that, though you were supposed to be
working on full time for me. I did not e¥#én see, during
those two monthks, the faintest glimpse of that single-minded
interest which 1s the first condition for responsible
academic work.

When 1 wse asked to do the srticle for Chstham House I
at once thought of you, both becsuse I wanted tec help you end
because I thought that 1t was just the kind of work which
you would do well; and 'l also felt' It would give you
exceptional chances to get. ccgulintg with Anericqn problems
and to establish ugeful contstts in New York. In this csse

I _knev no mcre about the work them you dld. but I discussed 1t

with you and mefe it rlein that it was, aboie all, essentisl

to make sure thet the ground was covered completely, ss a

survey indvlttbl: must 40. .There were 101 ways im which you

* “might heve made sure of this, and the point wis both so
" esrentisl &nd so elementsry tr

et I might well have left it
to you to make #ure of 1t,‘but in fact I 41d press upcn you
the need to mut together &8s soon a8 possibl: a Eggleau 80
that we might classify 1 the events end all the important
fsstenses relating to &, 'sc—s8 to make the picture as

sm very willing toc belleve that you work'hird, b with
that system which wes both Indispensable send easy in this case.
I should have been in fact, in serious difficulties, as I

hed to dreft the whole thing before lerving, if st the end
Miss Wise of the Institute had not very kindly ccme to my

‘rescue, though she had other work to dc. She used the very

simple method of going through the files of Time and in that
way it was essy to discover and to f111 the meny gnpa 1n

‘ehe material which you ave WO [ LT My e s

UET. &l 3 Sdual SIS i a2

There sre two definite and practical experierices on
two A4ifferent occasions and two Aifferent kinds of work. It
is not the kind of sxperience on whieh I ‘hnuld recommend
you for emrloyment b- the Inestitute even if the merns were

‘availsble. T haye not mentioned this excert toc Professor

Esrle, and that becsuse of the peculisr cirecumstsneces in which
I was confronte? with your demend for erployment at my erpense.

Youre truly,

Kiss U, Wasserman.
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. Decenber &, 1929

Mr. David Ritreny
Baiiiol College
Oxford, Englend

Dear David:

This letter has no perticular purpoue except to scquaint you
with the news of the Institute. We had cur first faculty seeting under
Aydelotte's auscpicies & week aygo in an atmosphere which pivased everyone,
Aydelotio asked that ve zet up & commitiee of turee mumbers to represeat
the faculty and its deelings with hime On motion of Veulen tne Director
himself was soked Y% neme the wéabers of the committec, & procedure widch
surpriced me & little as I would bave preferred to see it elected, Aydelotte
imedistely announced, however, thiat he would consult us all before making
any decisions, and he has since mmnounced that he wants the comuittee to
have roteting membersiip. .4 bave not yet ncard wio has been appointed, sl-

. though I rather suspect 1t will be Vebien, Hiss Goldman, sul Stewart. 1
. think the choicé of Stewart would be & wise cne st the mouent as 1 shell

explaln whea I dee you.

' I had & cocktail party here in the office a week ago for the
menbers of the Princeton ddstory Pepurtment and everyone asked for you.
The party gzve me en opportuuity to introduce Lilbert und Rmmney, e&c well
as Vagte and Weinberg, %o the group as a whole. Bailey will arrive sbout
December 25 so that unfortunately he could not be included, 1 &n to have
& sizliar perty next week for members of the Departoeats of Politice and
‘Leononics,

The gexiner 45 now under sey with Welnberg reading sections of
bis manuccript on Isolstion for criticlsm. Chinard aud Sproul were here
from Prianceton University last week snd Chinurd in particular weg very
aelplul in meking suggestioss, We hod & first-rote round table discussion
to which Gilbert, you will be interested to inow, wes sble to nske one or
teo significant contributious. Later on when we get to discussing the
Belasce of Poser, Stacuy eand Panofsky hope to attend, Panofeky nas some
ideas conceraing the idesl of Balance in sesthetics widch he thinks, in
sgroécent with Vegts, may well have en importent pisce in any study of
the problem, We have changed the tople of the seminur to "The ianter-
relations of foreign military and domestic policies,®

Julian Huxley was here lust week and spent & day with us. He
is, as you incow, a charaming person eud brought first-band news of a number
of things which are being doas in England on the terme of & permauent peace.
He ygave oo the imprescion, in which 1 asy be mistekesn, that jour group wes
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Inland Takgmuu
Foreign Telegrams

THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Oxrorp 47471
!»“mnu—_-"

His MajesTy Tre Kine.

Tue Ricut HoN. DaviD Liovp George, O.M., M.P
THE RicHT Hon. J. R. CLynes, MLP.

Honorary Presidents:
‘THE Viceroy oF INDIA

THE PrIME MINISTER OF GREAT BRrIT
%: ;:mu mmwrm b E“"’“’“ o BALLIOL COLLEGE,
E PRIME MINISTER OF AUSTRALIA
THE g::am Mmmn oF Newuzzaum P g OXFORD.
ME MiNISTER OF THE UNION OF
PERSONAL

Cinvum:a[(.‘um’!
THE VisCOUNT AsTOR

P’m-CInwm of Counail ;
THE RiGHT HoNn. A. V. ALexanper, MLP.

Honorary December 3rd, 1939.

Sm jonx Puwm. Bart., M.P.

All communications should be addressed to the Secretary.

Dear Ed4,

Your letter of November Znd came only a few days
ago, and I am sorry that correspondence is so slow.
As you foresaw, what you tell me about the opinion of
my friends on my decision to stay here has rather taken
me abacke. But that is just the kind of thing which one
rarely hears oneself, and I appreclate therefore both
how reluctant you must have been to write to me about
this and how decent it was of you to do so.

Not knowing who the people were, and of course
it 1is very proper for you to withhold thelr names, I
am unable to judge what influenced thelr views. Up
to a point it is somewhat unfair. As you know, first
papers do not make me into an American citizen, and I
am not responsible for the provision which prevents me
from becoming one until after a certain lapse of time.
I am legally still a British citizen, and quite apart
from any personal feclings, bound in a situation 1like the
present to accept official orders. It is true that I
did not stay here under orders, but the legal position
cannot be left altogether out of account. In the second
place, I should have thought that they would have appreciated
the fact that I wanted to practise my principles in what
I thought England's policy should be; as I am sure they do
realise that I did not choose to stay here for comfort or
fun.

All this of course does not 4 ter the fact that they do
disapprove of my decision, and I would be the last to
refuse to take notice of thate I value my friend's opinion,
and I appreciate to the full what you say zbout the Institute.
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It is indeed more than unfortunate that I should have to

be away just when a new life, so promising both privately
and academically, 1s beginning there. You know how little
chance I have had until now to apply myself to my work,

and what it would have meant to me to have at last the
conditions and the heart for it. Nor do I lightly leave to
my colleagues the trouble and the responsibility of shaping
the new arrangements. You may therefore be sure that on
these grounds even more than on personal grounds I am going
to consider the whole matter all over again very earnestly,
in the light of your letter. As scon as possible I will
write to you aggin, and in the meantime I know that you
will not fail to tell me of anything relevant that may be
discussed or done 1in the Institute. Agaln my slincere
thanks for writing so frankly and all my good wlshes for
you and all at home.

Ygifs ever,
X+ 1

)

Professor REdward M. Earle,
Fuld Hall,

Princeton,

New Jersey,

U.SeA.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

December 1, 1939

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, President
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

My dear Dr. Aydelotte:

You will doubtless recall that last
spring Professor Mitrany spoke to you about the
possibility of Dr. Rumney, his associate, giving
a course at Swarthmore during the academic year
1940-41. Professor Mitrany has written me from
time to time asking me to do what I can to ob-
tain a place for Dr. Rumney in the United States
as he wishes to reside here permanently.

This is just to ingquire whether there
is any possibility of his obtaining even part
time work with one of your social science de-
partments.

Sincerely yours,

. b

Edward Mead Earle

—— e S et
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COPY.

Ursula Wasserman
35 West 11th Strset
New York City.

22 November,l1939

Professor D.Mltrany,
Kingston Blount,

* Oxford,
ENGLAND.

Dear Professor Mitrany,

I am in recelpt of your letter of the 6th inst., and of a very
short note from Professor Earle of the <lst.

Your negative reply to my request was no surprise to me since
I have unfortunately long been aware of your strong personal prejud-
ice against me, but I did not sxpect you to go to such lengths as to
dellberately bar me from obtaining any other academic appointment.

I wonder whether you realise the implications of your action
as far as I am concernede. Please, do not think that I am craving you
sympathy: I am not expecting any, nor am I asking for it, but I
should like to point out to you that by labelling me as incompetent
you are doing your very best to make it impossible for me to earn
my living - not to speak of reputational damage.

I am still at a complete loss to see on which grounds you base
your oplnion as to my incompetence. I have worked with you in
England for barely two months, and much of that time was devoted
to secretarial and other work - not strictly research. After those
two months, however, you declded on my incompetence, and have since
acted on that declision. Do you not think that that was a little
rash?

I am today as convinced as ever that I am a good research
worker and that I can do a competent job in that field. ©Nor 1is
this merely my personal opinion, but one confirmed by scholars like
Dr. Gooch, Professor Neale, Professor Gilbert Murray etc. I cannot
believe that it was purs accident that my college in awarding me
the Pollard Prize recognized me as the most capable research student
of my year, and that six months later I was awarded the Cecll Peace
Prize, glven on the strength of a treatlise based on original
research, and open to all students at any British Universlty.

I am not arguing with your own opinion of me: it may be
based on personal dislike or a hundred other reasons, but I am
appalled to realise that - with sarely insufficient evidence, to
say the least - you tell others that I am utterly incompetent as
a research worker. There is after all a difference between not
going out of .ona's way to help a person and actually depriving
this person of a caresr.
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I am very sorry to have to wrlte this letter, and I am even
more sorry to have put myself, in the first place, into a position
which made it possible for you to humiliate me in this way. I
suppose I should have known your reply before I wrote: but I saw
no reason why it should be of any interest to you to make 1life even
harder for me than it 1s anyway. 3till, I have learnt my lesson,
and I promise that I shall never ask you for another favour.

I assure you that through future work I shall justify
my claims to some measure of intelligence and competence.

Sincesrely,

(Signed) URSULA WASSERMAN
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November 21, 1939

Mr. David Mitrany
Balliol College
Oxford, England

Dear David:

Your letter of Hovember 6 has just come and I shall of course carry
out your instructions to the letter. &s I hope you understand, 1 have no de-
sire to be anything other than your- agent here and to do what I can to promote
your best interests.

1 have transmitted to Rumney and Gilbert the information that you ex—
pect them to go on with the work which they have been doing except, if they so
desire, they may participate in my seaminar. They both feel that thiey can gain
something from our discussions and it is just possibie that they may be able to
contribute to them. Rumnsy's theoretical work on security, for example, would
be highly valuable to us. In his study on tae Balance of Power, Vagts is going
back to its aesthetic and legal origins, fields in nhicn*&uunﬁs and Gilberd
have a good deal to suggest.

I an sorry that 1 did not kmow all the facts concerning Miss Wassermsn.
Miss Wise wac rightly reluctant about giving me any information and I was com-
pelled to proceed largely on what Miss Wasserman herself told me and what you
had told me a year ago last sumser in Oxford. I had so nmany pathetic and per-
sistant appeals from Miss Wasserman thet I felt I must do something. I shall
now write her, of course, and tell her¢ that there is no place for her here.

The general tone of your letter upsets me a good deal. You feel, 1

 suspect, thet 1 have been officious, which is far from the truth. 4s to di-

verting funds, the truth of the matter is that there would have been no funds
to divert if I had not taken the situation in hand. Because I did not want to

L\upset you, 1 did not teli you when I wrote you on October 24 that there was a

t

strong possibility that the Rockefeiler Foundation might witadraw its support
from your work in view of your absence. 1 took it upon myself to go in to see
Miss Walker and to persuade her that she should continue the stipend to Rumney
and the grant for research essistants. ©She did so with the understanding that
I would assume oversight of this work. It is only fair to say thet if you do
not wish me to do so, diss Walker may well decide to suspend payment of the
funds, although I hope such will not be the case. I may add in the strictest
confidence that Miss Walker is one of the people who has been critical of your

| deeision not to return to America.

You must know how difficult it is to handle things by correspondence,
expecially when an exchange of letiers takes & mohith or more. The difficulties
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¥r. David Mitrany - = November 21, 1939

have been increased by the fact that I am the only meuber of the School
of Economics and Politics in residence here and furtoer, thst for two
months we have had no ¥irector whom I could consult. 1 have been pro-
ceeding all slong on the assumption tost you would return in February,
and have been trying to hold the fort for you. I 2m sure that & conver-
sation between us of twenty minutes would clerify all of this, which

is so difficult to put into writing., I want you to understand besyond
any doubt that I have no cause other than yours to zerve zna if you wish
any of these arrangements chenged, you have only to say so.

We are having our first faculiy meeting under Aydelotte's
auspices on Friday afternoon and 1 &n confident that it will initiate
an entire.y new state of affsirs here at the Institute. My only regret
is that you will not be nere to participate in decislons.

Sincerely yours,

Bdwsrd Mdesd Earle
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Telephone : Veiitrutibiiaitte  xyoRD (7471

THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

v
Patron:
His Majesty Tue KiInNc.

Presidents: .
Tue Ricut Hon. TrE EarL Barpwin ofr Bewprev, K.G,
Tue Ricat Hon. THE Viscount Cecit of Craerwoon, K.C.
Tue RicaT Hox. Davip Liovyp Georce, O.M., M.P.
Tae Ricut Hon. ). R. CLynes, M.P.

Hmn;g ‘Prm'dmn: %
q 'ICEROY OF INDIA
?ua PRIME ]r&mlmn oF g:u'r BRITAIN BALLIOL COLLEGE,
HE PRIME INISTER OF NADA
THE PRIME MINISTER OF AUSTRALIA . OXEORD.
THe Prime MINiSTER OF New ZeaLanND
Tue Prume MiNisTER OF THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

Chat C il

e Viscoomet Aston 17th November, 1939.
Vice- 3 C 15

Vice 'ﬁh{grmgnﬂ':flig:?a:\. V. ALEXANDER, MLP.

Honor Treasurer:
Sﬂyjmm Power, Bart., MLP. /‘)

All communications should be addressed to the Secretary. |

Dear Ed4d,

I realise with some distress that I have overlooked
the gquestion which you put to me a little while ago about
the Memorandum of Information of the Imperial Policy Group.
If they have sent you thelr various invitations to subscribe
to the Memorandum ,you will have gathered from them something
about the Group itself. Originally it was formed for the
purpose of informing itself and a mainly conservative group
of members of Parliament on Imperlal end foreign affairs,
and for using that information to influence in their sense
the Government's policy. It was intended within this
field to be what is kmown as a "ginger" group. Why they
decided, some two years ago, to try to reach a greater public
is not quite clear. Certeinly not for flnanclal reasons, es
the cost of the work far exceeds anything they might hope to
get from subscriptions. It may have been either in order to
galn greater influence for thelr views or to gain support for
a policy which was already the Government's policy.

On the whole the Group was 1dentified with two major
aspects of the Chamberlain policy. It steod for gppeasement
towards Germany end,as a corollary, but no doubt slsc from
genuine feeling and belief, it was sntagonlstic to Soviet
Russia. The first part of this attitude has naturally gone
by the board; but the Croup remains ccnsiderably more
hostile to Russla than the bulk of English opinion, and I
would say even than the majority of conservative members of
Parlisment. I have nct seen the recent 1ssues of the
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Memorgndum snd I dn not know what line they will taeke, but I
should be much surprised i1f they did not continue in more
or less open hostility to the Soviet%

Besides using the variggs sources of information generally
avalleble, the Group uses & method of sending observers of
i1ts own to spend some time at cruclal points and gather
informetion on the spot. This costly method 1s bound to
collect for the Memorandum useful bits of information now and
then, but I do not know whether in general they have anything
to add to what is to be found in the other well-known sources.
The Memoresndum, which 1s always well written, is therefore
more Interesting as a plecture of a still influential group
of English éonservatives than for any exceptiocnal information
it may contain.

Always :}"oura s

Professor Edward Esarle,
Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, N.J.,

U.S.A.
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THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

H::Mumrmxmu.

Tue Ricur Hon. Tue EArL Baupwin or BewprLey, K.G.
Tue Rigar HoN. THE Viscount CeciL oF CuELwoop, K.C.
Tue Ricet Hon. Davip Lioyp Georce, O.M., M.P.

THE RicaT Hon. J. R. CLynss, MLP.

THE Vic
‘THE

EROY OF INDIA

MiNisTER OF GREAT BRITAIN i BALLIOL COLLEGE,

PRIME
THE PrivE MixisTER OF CANADA
THE PRIME MINISTER OF AUSTRALIA OXFORD.
THE PRIME MINISTER OF NEW ZEALAND
THE PrIME MiNiSTER OF THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

O e ey Raow November &th, 1939.

Fice-Chairman of Council :
Tue RicaT HON. A. V. ALEXANDER, MLP.

Treasurer:
Sik Joux Power, BarT., MLP.

All communications should be addressed to the Secretary.

Dear E4,

Your letter of the 24## October, both the original and
the copy, came thls morning and I am hastening to reply,so that
your arrangements may not ba delayed. I shall presently send
you a cable for this purpose.

I appreclate very sincerely the iInterest you are taking in
the two young men for whom I am responsible. It is an awkward
situation for both of them; but, to spesk of the material side
first, they are no worse off than 1f I had been there. Rumney
was engaged for two years, and becsguse of the ruling on which
Flexner insisted, 1t was made clear to him from ths beginning
that that would be all that he could expect from the Institute.

I do not know whether the old rulings will hold good under the

new dispensation - T take it that it depends partly on whether

the organisation of the academic budget will be put into the

hands of the several Facultiles; but,in any case 1t would not

be advisgble to give Rumney any impression that that ruling has
been changed or even weskened. Sooner or later he willl have to
try to get a‘footing in college teaching and he must therefore
keep his eye on that. I do not want him to expect anything which
I cannot be certain of being able to offer him. As regsrds
Gilbert, I had first offered gn arrangement of a very temporary
kind, as both he and I at the time hoped that he would find an
academic position for the current year. It is unfortunate that
he has not, as he reglly is able. Before I left I made it

clsar to him that I should be glad to keep on the present arrange-
ment, but that'on his part He could leave me gt s moment's notice
if he should find s position. Therefore he 1s, if gnything, more
secure for the current year, on however modest a basls, than he
could have expected before. '
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I do not think that the re-arrangement of work about which
you enguire is desirabls - not from their polnt of view and
certainly not from mine. Both are specilalists of a relatively
high class in their subjects, and unless a definite opening
were avallsble for them in American history and polities, I
think it would.be a bad mistake for them to neglect thelr fleld.
If they were to ask me,I should give them that advice without
hesitation, as inevitsbly, while the demand is greater, the
supply in this field 1s both greater and of a better quality
than either of them could hope to achleve at thls stage of
thelr career. Rumney hes a good change in sociology, which is a
developlng subject, and the difficulty is not with the subject or
his lmowledge, but with hils personality. Secondly, they were
both engaged to help me with a specifiec plsce of work; e 1s
bad enough luck for me to have to stop my own theoretical work
just at the time when I was hopling to bring it to . a point, but
that 18 a1l the more regson why they should put gll they can In
the way of ort and interest in keeping 1t golng, rather than
abandon it altogether, and that is why I wrote to you before
with a request that you should encourage Rumney and help him
as far as possible to keep going; because hls applled pilece of
work, though on a soclological besls, could profit greatly from
1ntercourse with you and your seminar. Gilbert's work, and
his bent, are theoretical and he 1s supposed to work directly
towards my own contribution. Thirdly, the final reason 1is that
I was glven a grant precissely for the purpose of trying to work
on' an approach of my owne. It would not be gulte proper to
divert the money, and it would also be rather unfortunate for
me « I cannot get help as easlly as you with your connections
cen; you will remember that when I esked you last spring whether
there would be any chance of getting help from FKeppel for Jurgil,
you told me that it was out of the questlon,as the Foundation was
Interested only in the humanities. I am glad that your perscnal
connectlion made it possible for you to get help from there, but
it is unlikely that I should have such chances later on, and sc
mist not glve up the little help I have now.

About Miss Wassermann, you are "of course at liberty to do
what you like about her. I'have no intention of employing her
and would not feel entitled to recommend her for any academic
work. She was recommended to me last year and I was assured
that her one ambition was to make an scademic career. I gave
her a chance to start in London,but she did very little and
showed not the least interest in the work. Rightly or wrongly,
I am convinced that whlle she may make a lively teacher of an
elementary kind, she has noft the mind or the temperament for

genuine scholarly work. As you may know, I employed her a
second time,becausa she was out of work, in connection with my
plece of writing for Chatham House. Then 1t wags simply a question
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of collecting materiel from sources which I opened up for her,
but even there her help was utterly inadequate. She 1s no
doubt very clever in a journalistic way and that is probably her
proper fileld; she 1s restless and interested in politics in a
highly emotional way, end I do not think she will be satisfied
unless she can be active along such lines. Moreover, I understood
from the Lowes that she had had one or two jobs offered to her
during the summer but turned them down becsuse she wanted to do
pollitical work; and she has always the possibility of going. to
South America,where her parents are living with a very rich
uncle.

All this 1s of course solely for your private information.
I hope you will do your best for Gillvert and more especially for
Rumney,aend I am sure that they can only benefit in their work
for me by keeping in touch with your seminar.

Always with good wishes,

Yoursga;ncerely,
y

P.S. Since dictating the above I have got a letter from Miss
Was=sermann. She tells me of her conversation with you and asks
very much what you suggest. It 1s unfortunate that you have
spoken to her gbout the avallable fund etc. before writing to

me ,a8 thils puts me In the position of having to appear hard when
you appear willing. But I stand by what I sald before. There
is no doubt that she is clever, but she does not sho@?intereat
or turn of mind sultable for my work. Moreover, I would not
feel In any way justified in using any part of the grant by way
of charity, even if she were in absolute need. I feel a real
responsibllity for the money granted to me,and I have in fact
had a bad conscience sbout the 200-300 dollars which she had
from it before, and for which I could show no result. Also,

I have on purpose arranged the use of the grant so as to have
some thing to spare for occasional help which I might need from
specialists, as you will see from my correspondence with the
Foundation. It 1s in any cese a matter of only a few hundred
dollars which I must treasure for this purpose.
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Hoveamber 2, 1939

Mr. David Mitfany
The Lower Fara
Kingston Blount
Oxford, England

Dear David: -

Is there any possibility at all thet you could return to the
Institute for tue second term even if it invdlved severing your connection
with the Chatham House group? 1 am writiag jon regarding tuls because 1
feel that 1 would be failing in my friendship for you if I did not tell
you gquite frankly how important 1 think it is for you to return to the
Institute at the esriiest possible moment,

I dislike to have to tell you what the facts are as 1 know
you will be gregtly upset, but I am surs that you wou.d be justly critical
of me if I were to fail to tell you the situation as I see it. There has
been a good deal of criticism here in tuae lostitute of your wish to re-
main avroad, as it seens to some of your colleagues that it is a reversal
of your decision of last spring to become an American Citizenm aand defin-
itely to tuke root here. I have done what 1 can to persusde your friemds
that the choice was an sxceedingly difficult cne for you and thst in

- some respects you were governed by consiceratioas such as tae Ozford
| house and the nealth of your wife wihich made &ny other course impossible.

'l am afraid, however, that I have not been very successful. This crit-
| icisa has gone beyond the Institute and has been made by soze of your
staunchest friends and adairers in New York and elsewiere whose nages
for obvious reasons 4 do not want to mention. 4s 1 wrote you some time
ago there is a feeling in & number of guarters that the Institute is not
justified in subeidizing governmeat service wnetner it be for tuhe United
States in Washington or for the British goverament in Oxford. I do not

| know but I think it quite conceivable that this question will be reopened
" by Aydelotte and the Board of Trustees sometime after tue first of Jan.

Ifou know, of course, that this year aay well be a decisive one
in a.number of respects in determining the future course of the Institute
and your absence may seriously prejudice your future hcre., 1 think it
gquite conceivatle, for examp.e, that both the Carnsgie Corpeoration and
the Rockefeller Foundation may grant substential sums to us for the ad-
‘vancement of tae work in which you and I are so vitally interested but
1 do not see how you could profit by such grants when you aay be away
for an indofznito perioda

I am writing all of the above wita oniy one objective, naaely,
to keep you informed and to do what I honestly taink is best for the
protection of your interesti, Of course, it would glve ne & great deal

£
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U Mr. David Mitrany - Novexber 2, 1939
of pleasure if you were here, but I am not being influenced Lyanyy personal
considerstions of which I am awsre. It has taken me a long tine to bring
mysell to write you tiis letter as I inew it would be & ulsturbing one. 1
cannot postpone it any longer, however, as amails are going to be very
erratic after next week when presumably Congress will bar American anipa

2 fron the Horth Atlsntic,

' Bverything 1 have written is in strict confidence. I think the

wisest procedure is for you to consider tne situation as objectively as

poseible and then to write some of the people Lere whom you rsspect to
ask taeir judgment. 1 doubt if you woulid get much from Aydelotte at the
moment a8 his present probleas ure coacerned witha terniuating nis Swarth-
more connection and with handling the. purc;g routine problems of the ln-
stitute, After tae first of January, of course, .e will be bettcr able
to discuss these guestions of policy.

You still have & great many supporters and adamirers in this
coamunity who wilil do everjytiing poscible to see that your interasts are
adequately protected. At the seme tine, & _ong absence might be disastrous
and I think that you should know that such 1s the case. I aigat add that
I have not the sli ntest ldea how Aydelotie feels about this and I am bas~
ing my opinion solely upon other commente whichi have been made to me as
your friend and represeatetive licre.

1 saw Hiss Walker the other day and she is willing, 1 think,
to continuve the $2,000 grant to the lnstitute to be expended in such a
manner as you may wish to direct, or should thaf be advisable under my
supervision.

fie all send cordial gooG wisnes,

A u“&;{s.

Edwerd Mead Earle



Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1939
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

November 2, 1939
Dezsr Ed:

I have just learned that Rosamond has a thyroid condition
which requires her to be in bed for several weeks. I want you and
Beatrice as well as Rosamond herself to know how deeply we sympathize
with you in having to bear any such misfortune. I hope that she will
make a complete and rapid recovery.

I am still unable to carry on a conversation, though Crowe
whom I saw in Baltimore last week assured me that my throat is abso-
lutely normal. He attributed the loss of my voice to sheer weari-
ness and advised me to use it as little as possible and then only in
a very subdued tone. Meanwhile, I am resting just as much as I
possibly can.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Professor Edward Mead Earle

Fuld Hall
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October 26, 1939

Professor David Mitrany
Kingston Blount
Oxfora, England

Dear Davids

Yesterday came your letter wiulci #r. hatciiffe mailed in
Wew York.

By this time I nope you nave received my letter of tie 24th,
& copy of which 1 am enclosing. In view of all the questious raised
in this lettsr, 1 sent you yesterday evening an over-nigiht cable as
followss "Please withold letters umney anu Walker until you receive
my long istter dispatched today President Harding. Then cable me
reply.® You will, 1 au sure, understand that most of tuesc matters
are pretty urgent ana that a cable reply would be very uelpful. There
is, so far as 1 see, no reason wiy you shouid not ultimately recover
the comt of the calle from tae Institute.

Both Gilbert and Rumney are, 1 tuink, esger to collaborate
with the men I now have here. Needless to say, 1 should be glad to nave
them and they may well get a good deal out of wnat we are woing. Qur
principal regret is that you are not going to be here yourself,

What you tell me about your work at Balliol sounds exciting.
Needless to say, & am terribly sorry that you are going to be away
during this important year in tue history of tne Institute and also
that your own significant work is going to have to be postponed.

Do write me aguln at some length as soon us you can. I shall,
of course, keep you posted on any developazents iere.

Always sincerely,

Edward llaad Earle
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October 25, 1939

Dr. Frank kydelotte, Director
» The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, Nes Jercey

My dear [r. Aydelotte:

I az attacning for your information
some corresponience witu Ur, Flexuer extenciug
over tac period from Juse 9 to October 19, 133%.
i heve no copy of the letter of June 13 to waich
Dr. Plezner refers, =25 it was written from
Hanover, fiew Hampshire, but it was simply an
apolo.y for the liateness at which my letters of
June % reached him., I expisined tuat 4 uad some
trouble with tae cerburetor of my car .ad was
delayed soue two unours in getting into Mew iork.

Dr. Flexner 4as also cent se copies
of a number of laudstory letters otuer toan toe
- one adiressed to aim by Professor ilorey. Some-
tize at your leisure i shall talk with you abdut
this if you are willing.

Sincerely jours,

Bd\eard Mead Earle
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930) TRUSTEES
FRANE AYDELOTTE

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY EDGAR S. BAMBERGER
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Director: ABRAHAM FLEXNER

WALTER W. STEWART
PERCY S. STRAUS
OSWALD VEBLEN
LEWIS H. WEED

LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

October 24, 1939

Dear Professor Earle:

After writing to you yesterday
Dr. Flexner realized that he had sent to you only a
letter from a Princeton professor, and at his request
I am therefore sending you now extracts from letters
from two Institute professors. I also enclose a copy
of a letter from a Harvard professor, who was formerly
a member of the Institute and who after his year at the
Institute was immediately promoted from an associate to
a full professorship.

Sincerely yours,

o ;f / /5’ /
Professor Edward Mead Earle

The Institute for Advanced Study
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Octobar 24' 1939

The Lower Fara
Kingston Blount
Oxford, England

Dear David:

There are some things eoncemiu., widch 1 should like your
belp and advice.

mmmlm-mmerywmmnn ssuigned
your office duriny your sbaeunce to ocue of tue men workin, Lere with me.
There is vose uncertsinty concerniung the'essignment of tiue studies and
1 shouid like to have &a &ce in the nols il it i: reyuired., Of course,
we should not use your o'fice uniess other accommsodsaticns sre ynavailable,

Yesterduy I had & long talk with Bumney, who sesas to be a
little bit uncertein concerning his statis now taat you are not return-
ing to Princeton. He would lile to work feiriy sctively with my group
provided it is agreeabie to you. 1 think he hus in mind not merely
tast this would keep him busder tian otnersise, but aluo thul it would
acquaint we with hds gualificutions so that I nay vbe able to tal: more
intelligently concernin, a jobo for uis for next year. Would you be
wiliin, to write ne at cose len th con ernin; what you wisn him to do--
that 1s, suetner you have ascigned him emouygn work to keep Lia busy all
or part of the tinme, or wuetuer it is your sish that ue be & neaber of
ay sexinar and do come active work ou Americem Military «nd Forei_n Policy,

Dr. Giibert hsv coze to Primceton this mornlu, to consult me
concerning wiet would be wisest' for we to do in your sbsence. I have
ascertained froxz Hrs, Bailey that Lucre is no obutacls in the wey of
coantinula, to pey hin whatever sums were syresd ou lavt epring so that
tiepe appears to be no finsucial proviem at the mouent. LDr. Gilbert
tells me taut se Las snou h work to Keep ldu busy for avout two montis
on the materlals you bave already ascigned hizme He iz, of course, guite
prepared to receive aay further instructions. You will reseaber that
lsgt soring you and 1l aiscusced the possiblility that he ai it also be
abie to do #ooe work for we cud 1 am woudering whetber it mould still
be  ossible to continue Dr. Gilbert's utipent fros the Rockefeller graat.
You will vn erstand, of cour:e, thut I waul to act we you agect and to
carry out siatever may be your wisles. Dr, Gilbert und I have discussed
tie possibiiity of uds participuting in my seminer wnd we feel that he
aisht profit from it anu that we certainiy would, Would this likewise
be a reeable to jyou?

Muﬂnhwmofﬁulmmn,ﬁwsmtom
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¥r. David Mitreny - October 24, 1939

reduced to desperate straits. Ohe hes been unsvle to ovtuin a4 job of
any sort and is, ss 1 g ataer, vown virtusily to her last cent, OShe was
here in Princeton e-weck e 0 but 1 wes uiable to see her becsuse I had &
bad colde 1 have had seversl urgent letters {rom Ler, however, and am
wondering whetier you can teli me sozetihing of the baci round of ner
case so thet 1 cen nendle it intellii ently in your absence. 1 sa very
much worried aucut Misy Wasseramn and wonter whother tiere is any possi-
biiity that out of your funds you cou.d authorize me to yive Ler some
wors to do so that she could be teken cere of at lesst temporarily. If
you Lezve no particulsr projects on which you nced ler, 1 tain 1 could
very profitsibly have her do coze work for me and could probably obtain
from Hiss Walier consent to use the fond: in that waye-assiuming, of course,
that tais is sgreeabic to you end tuet you will nave an unexpen'ed beél-
ance, as 1 gother you wilils :

Aydelotte nas not yet been to Princeton to tuke nold, although
fe.is to cose Gown this weekend., Also he nas notified the ¥Welches who
occupy Oluen Manor that ne wishes occupancy of tue Uirector's Houze as

- of Januery l. 1 had e perfectly nasty letiér fros Abe in reply to my-
note on his returement. What he exvecls to gain oy tides sort of tihdng
1 @n cure 1 do not kosw. Otners sre huvin, the sene caperience,

1 heslitate t0 bLother you witi any of these matters, ut 1
think you will understand that it is imperative to nave soze of them
cleared up au soon au possible, In view of btue urgency of these

o+ Questions, would you be willing to send we an over-nigat  able &t
institute expense with suech instructions us seen sdvisabie, follow-
dng with & more detailed letter?

Sincerely yours,

Edward Mead Fuarlie .
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From a Professor of Mathematics of Harvard University

October 22, 1939
Dear Dr. Flexner:

Only within the last day or two have I learned that you have
given up your work at the Institute, and I want to write just a word of
greeting.

Your whole career has been a most remarkable one. The organizing
of the Institute, even the putting it in its own new building, is slone an
achievement of which any man might be proud. It must give you immeasurable
satisfaction now to see how important the Institute has become, how it is
raising the whole level of research in this sountry.

I think of my own dgys there with great pleasure. I was
enabled to finish a book on which I had been working several years, and
which would have taken several more years if I had not had the free time
with you. The stimulus of the general atmosphere there improved the
quality of my work, too.

You can be assured that you have the deep gratitude of one
man both for the Institute in general and his own opportunity there in
particular.

My warmest regards and best wishes go to you.

Sincerely yours,
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LEAH HARRIS

LIFE TRUSIEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS, FELIX FULD

Deer Ed:

I was profoundly gratified by your letter regarding my retirement,
but I must be honest with you. I have before me three other letters from you,
two dated June 9, 1939, and the third June 13, 1939. I do not believe that
anyone would read these three letters and then read your letter of October 18
and remotely guess that they came from the same pen.

We have known esch other too long and too intimately to be lecking
in candor. Last June I asked you to lunch with me because I had learmed that
you were under & misapprehension as to the reason why the miltiple housing
scheme fell through at the time. I had no more to do with that decision than
the man in the moon. You accepted this invitation and then five minutes before
one o'clock on the day upon which we were to lunch I received the first two
letters to which I have alluded. Professor Veblen told me subseguently that
he had advised you not to lunch with me. It seemed to me inconceivable,
after our relationship during previous years, that you should have sought his
counsel or peid the least attention to it.

Moreover, the contents of the longer letter written June 9 are
in a large measure unfounded, as both Princeton and Institute men assure me.

In so far &8 they &re personal to me or to anything which I have done, I shall
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not defend or explain them to anyone, but there is one sentence which, in my
judgment, is loaded with danger to you. You say, "I have expressed to you my
alerm on a number of points, more specifically your policies vis-s-vis

Princeton University," etc. At the risk of causing you pain, let me say that

I have no recollection of eny discussion with you on thet point. Without

just such a2 vis-a-vis reletionship there would be no Institute. At a great
risk you were called to the Institute for the purpose of developing scholsrship.
The idea underlying the Institute and its relationship with Princeton University
were never and are not now a part of your concern. What would happen to the
Institute if sixteen men or more each felt himself free, in the babyhood of a
new institution embodying a new ideal, to ventilate his views instead of con-
centrating on his subject? I do not believe that you really or fully understand
what our relations with Princeton are, end there is no reason why you should,
outside your own field. All you need to know is that you were asked to join

the Institute because of my confidence that, in coBperation with Princeton
historians and publicists, you might add to the world's store of knowledge.

This is just as true of all the members of our steff, in their respective
fields, as it is of you. You =zre here to advance scholzrship and to conduct

in good faith an educational experiment. You were not and you are not expected
to be its architect in whole or in any essential part.

You have done little thus far by resson of your health. Don't
bother about the general policies of the Institute; they are now and will be
for years to come matters for decision by the Founders, the Director, and the
Trustees of the Institute, and the President and the Trustees of Princeton
University, who will treat you and other scholars cordially and considerately.

Your relation to them is neither more nor less than the relstion of Mr. Hegeman
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to Mr. Larson. Mr. Larson designed Fuld Hall; Mr. Hegemen constructed it.

I designed the Imstitute and procured the support of Mr. Bamberger esnd Mrs.
Fuld; you are one of those called in to comstruct it. If you are willing to
accept that relationship, you are in the right place; if you are not willing,
you are in the wrong place.

In the years in which I have been here I do not recall that any
professor has made a suggestion touching the idea which was of fundamentzl
importance, though they have devoted themselves wholeheartedly to making a
success of the Institute. The question which you should ask yourself is this:
Am I fulfilling the object for which I was asked to join the Institute? As
for the rest, I have had up to the present time to do the thinking, with such
aid as I have sought all over the world, and I had to do the thinking because
I was trying to build something entirely new. Henceforth President Aydelotte
will do it in coBperation with President Dodds, whose kindness and helpfulness
in coBperation with his faculty and other scholars have been beyond all words.

The Institute is no place for anyone who is dissatisfied with its
policies or its relationships. You told me once last year that you had had
two other offers, and it was on the tip of my tongue to suggest to you that
you accept one or the other of them. If you were not and zre not perfectly
happy here, there may be other institutions in which you may be happier.

Do not think for one moment that I spesk in snger or in harshness.
I am carrying out a great and explicit trust, which I was not free to modify.
I explained to Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld what was in my mind. They have
backed me liberally. I explained the same object first to President Hibben
and then to President Dodds. They have coBperated without stint. Can we make

a success of that idea? That is where you and the other professors come in.
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I myself cannot meke &z success of it from the standpoint of scholarship.
Whether you and they can do it is something thast remains to be seen.
President Eliot once said at a meeting of the General Education Board that
it requires twenty-five years to test an educational idez in actual experience.
Ve have had six years. Let us see what you do and think when, having fully
recovered your vigor and having established intimate working relations with
Princeton scholars and other scholars, you can look back over a period of
twenty-five years and judge for yourself whether I have been pursuing a
will-of-the-wisp or, as your last letter indicates, a dream capable of being
converted into reality.

I have been seeking retirement for the last two or three years,
and I have postponed it in deference to the wishes of Mr. Bamberger and Mrs.
Fuld., I am retiring now with their consent and of my own volition.

Thank Beatrice and Rosamond for their good wishes and believe
me,

Always sincerely,

e

/

Professor Edward Mead Earle
Fuld Hall
Princeton, New Jersey

AF/NCE

P.S. I am enclosing a copy of & letter received from Professor Morey, who
does kmow what has happened and is happening between the Institute and the
University. Just compare his opinion with yours as expressed in your letter

of June 9.

A. F.
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Dear Navid

laat Nonday morninz's newspapers carried the story
thet A«Fs had resigned "for rossons of hedlth, his physicien having
advised hin tc aveld all stress and strain®. That ls the etory we
are sticking to, espesially as regards Frinceton officlal and other-
wisa. It is now quite all right, of ccurase, for you to inform such
of your friends as you wish concoming the resignation. I am hoping
- that something may have appsared in the Dritish press.

The resignation has not sclved all of our trcubles.

_As you imow, Aydelotie cen come only half-time until his suscessor
is chosen at ‘werthmore. Taldng advantage of this asltuation, AeFe

. econtinues to ecme tc the office, cecupy the Directer's chair, and
mke decisions on all sorts of gquestionse Thie 1s wore than a little

| embarrasaing and well ray cause difficultiese Aiels has been prettiy

| vindicative to Veblen and eme or twe others end, I hear, is with-
helding a barrege for me until he sess moe Thue far I heve not seen

. him alone; eand az I have been et heme for & fow deys with a gold, I

~ am not vet the resipient of hie firs.

(ne of the difficultlies is thet we 2ll feel obliged to

write him seme eort of letter. If we mnke it laudetery, he quotes ’
it tc others se en syample of the injustice of his resignations If
kem otherwise, it is an example of L-gratituds. I have written a
kind of diplemstic mesterpiece, the #ffect of whish I de not yet
knowe I presume you will havs 4r de likewlses Alsc, I arm sonserned
lost Ben and iary take it cut cn me alsee I do net “now low well
they are informad.

Have just scmpleted a long articls for the New Republie
en Amerigan Forelgn Polley, a little mors 1lsolationlst than I was six
weeoks agoe

Let me ‘mow your newss I an sending the original of

this by the Clipper, the earbon by a ten=day boat. Leanwhile best
wizhes from us all.

As alweys
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Princeton
18 October 1939

Dear Abe,

It is alwsys hard when illness or other unkind fate intervenes
to interfere with or terminate one's work. Your friends therefore will
understand something of your feelings &t thic time. For ten years now the
Institute has been not only your life's work but zlso your life, and we all
understand how diffieult it is going to be for you to sever your active con-
nection with it,

In another sense, however, your name and spirit will always be
associeted with the Institute. The idea itself was yours, and it was your
efforts which made possible its realization. The mmificence was Hr.
Bamberger!s and ¥rs. Fuld's, but their interest could not have been aroused
and sustained had it not been for you, and the reputation which you had
made in education over the years, and the complete confidence which for
long they had in your.

The Institute is now more than & dream; it is an ideal realized,
in a time when ideals are not too numerous and when the rsalization of Iaws
is not too common a phenomenon. In the School of Msthematics, in particu-
lar, you have created something unique in higher learning, not only in
Agerica but elsewhere, and have gathered togetier an unequalled group of
scholars. %he other Schools are in the process of proving themselves, but
flve high promise of achievement.

The completion of Fuld Hall has given tangible evidence of the
performance of the Institute and of the ideels which geve it birth. It
terminates one phase of the life of the Institute and initiates another,

If you were to have chosen of your own volition & time for retirement,

you could not have chosen one wiich would have Lrought fewer pangs teo

you., Thef period in which the Institute consisted only of men has now given
way to one of men and things, and 1 know that you have never had any in-
terest in the administrative detalls which will go along with the new
building and the new campus.

During the past year 1 have noticed with alarm from time to
time how fatiqued you seemed to be. Iou were always cheerful and courageous
enough to say that you were well and in fine fettle. It wes less tue In-
stitute which was wearing you doem than the appalling burden, emotional and
physical, associated with the insoluble problem of refugee scholars. Ho one
of your sensitivity and kindliness for those in distress could heve failed
to be depressed and exheusted by the sheer wvolume of appeals waich came to you.

Fortunately you stili have much useful work to do. 4s I have so
frequently told you in 21l sincerity, I feel that your memoirs will preve
to be & document of primsry importsnce in the history of the United States,
particularly of American education, during these past significant fifty years.
lou will now have the leisure to do them full justice, without, I trust,
putting any burden on your health,

You will be missed at the Institute and in Princeton. But you will
not be forgotten. 4nd your name will forever be associated with a priceless
gift to American education and to this community.



Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1939 r
From the Shel Whife and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

|

|

cCoPY
-2

I cannot, if I would, close without a word of profound gratitude
for your many kindnesses to me. During & trying period of illness and
convalescence you were a never-failing source of help, encouragement, and
affection, All of this I hold in full gratitude and fond memory. Ny
appointment in the Institute I owe to you, and I have high hope that I
shall fully justify it during the years which are to come. I know that
in no other way can I do so much to please you.

AB you know, you carry with you our every wish for a long, heppy
and healthy life. &nd if there is anytning any of us c:n do to contribute
to your well-being, you have only tec ask it. In all of this Beatrice and
Rosamona ask to be associated with me.

Ever affectionately,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
The Princeton Inn
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
Princeton New Jersey

Department of 4rt and Archaeology October 17, 1939

Dear Dr, Flexner:

When I asked for yesterday's date with you it was

not for the business I actually brought with me, which intruded
itself in the meantime, but to express perscnally the regret which

I and all of us in McCormick Hall feel on hearing of your retire-
ment, Your worde yesterday about your successor were a great
encouragement for the future. Nevertaeless, 1 think there can
‘never be duplicated the combination of kindliness, understanding,
and humour with which you have skilfully nandled the relation
between the Institute and our Department. Without this easy coop-
eration Antioch could have been dug, but would not have been promptly
published, Without it Panofsky's, Lowe's and Herzfeld's stimulation
of our graduate students wouid not have contributed to the doubling,
since the Institute wae founded, of the number of young men working
in the history of art at Princeton, and to & distinet rise in their
quality as graduaste students. This is just to meantion two out-
standing results of our cooperation.

The mein thing you have provided, to my mind, is the
definition of pure scholarship as a visible value in American
culture, or, as you once expressed it in a phrase I like %o
remember, the Institute has given Americe "something excelient.”

Please accept thae best wishes of McCormick Hall and
the hope that your advice and spirit will coatinue to inspire and
guide your great institution.

Sincerely yours,

3 (Signed) C. R. lorey
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Frm 8 Professor in the School of Mathemstlies of the Institute

Oetober 18, 1939

Dear Dr. Flexner:

When I saw you this morning, I had not yet learmed
about your resignation from the direetorship of the Institute.
So there will now be another man at the helm of our shipl! For
no one who has been in the crew these last six years is this
easy to realize. It was your vision that built this thing and
set it on its course, and you have steered it, energetic and
clear-sighted as a captain should, and yet at the same time
with such a liberal and open mind, such kindness and flexibility
that I am certein we early members of the Institute shall always
cherish the memory of these years as an unforgettable experience
and will do all we ocan to earry on the tradition which you setl

I hope you will enjoy to the full and in good health
the coming quieter years when you no longer have to deal with
e lot of queer and sometimes recaleitrant professors. Please
accept my best wishes and my expression of deep esteem and warm
everlasting gratitude.

Sincerely yours,
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From a Professor in the School of Humanities of the Institute

Oetober 15, 1939

Dear Doctor Flexner,

I learned from the papers today that your deeision
to resign from the directorship of the Institute has been
made much sooner than we were led to believe. You have been
kind enough to prepare us for this step, but your resignation
is one of those things which, though foreseen and dreasded for
a long time, dismay us when they actually happen. I am sure
that there is no one in the Institute who does not deeply feel
the loss of a man who looked upon it, not as upon an organiza-
tion to be "directed" but as upon his own living ecreation,
and bestowed upon its members a feeling akin to that of a
father toward his children.

I ]mow only too well that such a uniquely personal
relationship between an individual scholar and his superior
cannot be duplicated. I, like my colleagues, will do my poor
best to be useful to the Imstitute, but I should like to ex-
press & feeling of admiration and gratitude to you which is
independent of my professional activities and will not be effected
by time.
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October 3, 1939

Mr. David Mitrany
The Lower Fara
Eingston Blount

~ Oxford, England

Dear David:

Since 1 wrote you the other day, there have been no
strifkingly new developmeats, although there is increasing evi-
dence that tnere is not likely to be any slip-up in the arrenge-
ments concerning whicia I have previously written you. My guess

(7714 is that an important announcement will be given to the press a
(_Icek from today. Tae only question now is how faculty-Trustee
cooperation can best be realized with & minimum of delay.

¥While I was in New York last week 1 saw Sydaoor Walker
and Pred Keppel., Miss Walker asked about you and was interested
to iear what you were doing. Keppel gave me the money for Wein-
berg so that my seminar is now compiete.

During the summer when 1 was acting as my own secretary
I could not hope to write you in as great detail as 1 should have
liked, MNow, however, 1 Want you to have & copy of tae enclosed
letter, in wiich I outlice what seemed to me to be the proper fu-
ture procedure for the Institute. When you huve the time perhaps
you would be willing to let me know what you tuink about it. Also
1 should like to have the letter returned as I do not wish coples
of it to be out of my possession for any length of tize,

1 have seut ¥r. Aydelotte a copy of tuat paragrapn of
your letter which dealt with jyour plans for woriing with the
Chatham liouse group. As soon as it is possible to do so 1 shall write
to you again concerning what the outlook is, HMeanwnile, my every
good wish, and let me hear from you again as soon &s possible.

Sincerely yours,

Edward Mead Earle e
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57 Oleveland Lane
Princeton, New Jersey
1 Cotobdr 1939

Dear Mr. Aydelotte

This is & kind of ad interim report on a number of things. I
was sorry to be in New York when you were here the other day, although Veb-
len was good enough to tell me something of your conversaticn with hime I
telephoned you yesterday morning =t your home only to find that you already
had left for the office.

First, as regards my own worke All the obstacles having been
oleared away, the Rockefeller Foumdstion has definitely given the funds to
bring %o the Institute to participate in my seminer: Frofessor Thomas A.
Pailey of Stanford and Dr. Alfred Vagts, author of "A Histery of Militarienm"
and other bookss Keppel told ® on Friday that he would provide a grant to
Dre Albert X. Weinberg, fellow in the Welter Hines Fage Sghool at Johns
Hopkins, author of "Manifest Destiny", who is now engaged on e study of the
American dogre of isclatione Professor Harold Sprout of Frinceten, author
of "The Rise cf American Neaval Fower", has received leave of absence from
Frinceton and will attend ny seminar as Penfield Fellow from the University
of Permsylvania. Just what I shall do with Dr. fHans Herz, who holds an
Institute stipend, I dc not know; at present he is taking undergraduate
courses at Princeton in American history and government, as he needs a thor-
ough grounding in those subjectse I may be able to use his lmowledge of
international law from time tc time.

Keppel teld ne that he is geing to propose to his trustees at
their Cetober meeting that, en pringipe, they make an emnual grant for three
years to the Institute for mr work in Ameriecan foreign relations. Later he

and I can work out, in agroement with the Director of the Institute, = defini-
‘tive pregrame Keppel seems te be aware that there is & kind of interregnum

in our affairs and is therefore merely clearing the ground tc¢ de what he can
to help when the moment seems propitious. He is frigndly to the Institute as
such and, as a kind of pater fardilias to m , said that in perticuler he weculd
1like to do something to keep my work rrom & hand-teo-mouth existence until such
time as we curselves can -ut it on a substantial basis. If, of course, this

is contrary to your wishes or to any policies you mey have in mind, I shall
wish to be guided by you.

I also had a2 long t=lk with Sydnor Walker of the Rookefeller
Foundation. This was largely a friendly conversation concerning the European
situation, the effects of the War upon the work of the Foundation, and other
mtters of the sorte Incidentally I picked up the informetion that A«F. has
been very agtive in urging kr. Fosdick to make a large grant to the Insti-

tute to endow the work in economics but that there is not the slightest change

that anything of ths kind will be done at the moment.

Both Xeppel and kiss Walker raised, on their own initiative, the
qusstion of polioy inveclved in leaning Riefler and Stewarf to the Treasury. I
said that I imew nothing more than the newspaper accounts. If you should wish
to discuss the subjeot, on the basis of what they said, I am at your servica.
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Judging from comments at Colusbia and at the offices of the Ca
negle and hookefeller groups, it is apparent that the situation at the Ir
stituted, in its broad outlines, is not a sesret. Fortunately, however, i
does not seem to be kmown here in Princeton.

As fegards Cstober 9, Einstein feels very strongly tat the essen~
tial thing is that a new regime be established without delay. Inasmuch as we
are in substantial agreement as to what should be done, he thinks it would be
unwise to become snarled on questions of procedure. Veblen alrsady has ex-
pressed his viewpeint to youe Ly judgment is about as follows: It would be
desirable, for the reasons you and I have discussed at varicus times, to have
the new Direstor chosen jcintly by the Faculty and Trustees; the chances are
999 out of 1000 that you weuld be that ghclce; as Mr. Eanberger's wishes are
obviocusly paramount, and as hs obviously wishes you tc take over, you are
certain to be elected by the Trustess; I have every cenfldense that, cnce in
office, you will establish an administraticn on principles acceptable to the
Fagulty. I an therefore inclined to agree with Einstein rather than with
Veblen on the broad question of immediate procedure. If, therefore, it should
be impracticable for cne reason or andbher to set up anjoint committee for
immediate action, it would seem to be best to have the Trustees 4o make a

. definitive cholcs at thelr nsxt meseting.

I cannot tell you how much me all lock forward to welscoming you
heress This is not alone begause the Instltute desperately needs & new hand at
the wheel, but because those of us who lmow you heve svery confidence that the
fundanental principles of your administration will be such as tec aveid ipso
faoto our pest mistakes. And as for myself I think I do not need to say that
it will be a real joy to work with you and krse Aydelotte and toc give you a
full measure of loyal coopsration.

Unless you think it unwise for me tc be away at the time, [ am to
attend an important msetling of tie Board of Trustees of the Foundation for the
Advancemant of tha Soclal Sciences at Cberlin, Chio, Cotober 7-8. I shall be
back in New York early on konday morning and should be available if needed
either in New York or in Princeton that day. [ can be reaghed at Cberlin in
care of President Wilkins, who zlec is & nember of the Hoard.

1 am not sure that you have a ccopy of my letter of June 18 to kre
kaass, in which I made sush suggestions ccncerning the future organization of
the Institutes I am therefore enclosing a carbon for your files.

#itha 1l good wishes and with keen anticipation of & happy future
for the Institute and for us all

Sincerely yours

Dre Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore, Fae
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September 27, 1939

¥r. David Mitrany
The Lowsr Farn
Kingston Blount

Oxford, England
Dear David:
Thenk you for writing me so fully about your plans. Affairs here

at the Institute move alonyg according to stnedule and I anticipate that
there will be no slip-ups between uow and the October meeting. Meanwhile

| we have moved into the new building, wiich I think is lovely beyomd descrip-

tion, and which will provide us with coafortable, not to say luxurious, of-
fices. 1 wish you could be nere to see it. '

1 have taken the liberty of telling Rumney that you have asked
for a leave of absence and of saying to him that I shall be very glad in-
deed to do anything 1 can to help in his work and in the work which Le is
doing for you.

If you like 1 shall write to Scuuyler Wallsce &t Columbia to say
that there is a good chance that you will be back during the second semes-
ter, but if you are not I shall be happy to codperate with him in finding
a substitute for you in the big lecture course.

On the question of & leave of absence, there will, 1 think, be
no difficulty for the present. Flexner has loaned Riefler and Stewart to
the Treasury and they are now in Washington full time, The New York Times
said they were to be dollar-e-year men, so that I presume the Institute is
paying their salary and somze of tuneir,expenses. Also liss Wise is to go
down with them from tise to tisze, and perhaps ultimately on full time. In
the circumstances 1 should think it would be difficult to do other than
grant your request, which may for all 1 know already have been done. How-
ever, there is some possibility that tuis whole question of leaves of absence
may have to be reopened in October, for reasons which you will readily under-
stand. You may be sure, however, that Veblea and % will do everytaing possi-
bie to see that you receive as good treatment as anyone else in this respect
and that your case is put to the attention of tae trustees wio may be respon-
sible for the ultimate decision.

1 have not seen 4. F. &5 ne has not been in to the office at all,
He is confinea to the Inn wits a2 cold, and there is some possibiiity that
he will be away indefinitely.

fiould you mind if we loaned your office to someone in your absence?
There 1s likely to be a good deal of pressure on this available space here,
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especially as far as I am concerned. Vagts is here, Bailey is coming Jan-
uvary 1, and Keppel tells me that he thinks he can provide the funds for
Weinberg. As you know, 1 also have Hers, so that 1 proaise to be pretty
btusy. In any case, it is encouraging at long last to get sometiing really
under way in histor; and politics, W#e are yoing to concentrate our ener-
oies on American Foreign Relstions, as you know. Sprout and Shenar are
going to participate in our seainar. ;

‘Rozy has been allowed to go to school half time. She is somewhat
better, thouh by no means well, and we have to leep a pretty tigit rein on
her.

I am dictating this letter to Miss Harper who is your and my new
mnury, and who will, I _think, emancipate us from our former status of

. Gindcrd.lu
#ith all good wishes from us all,

Sincerely yours,

ERE: bd Edward Mead Earle

Ps 5. Some time ago I had & circular about the publications of The Ia-
perial Policy Group. Do you know whether it is still a going concern and
witetier it would be wise for us to subscribe to its conflidentlial reports?
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Abstract of a letter from David Hitrany
dated Oxford, September 21, 1939

"I have written foramally to Flexner asking for leave of absence
forth.firsttunorthhaead-iem.l hoannkodto

tical situation in the nrimu countries in relat.:lon tm general
problem, and, we hope, to work out possibilities in regard to a
future settlement, We are working for the Uovernamsut but not
under the Government. The group is autonomous, and ihe agree-
aent of Chatham House with the authorities, as well as with ourselves
individually, clearly stipulates thsut we shall not be expected to
do anything which would in any way be derogatory to our lehnu.
asutonomy. “hile it 1s war work, it is nowever as aear to

work as it can possibly bej; and while it interrupis the theoretical
work on which I was engaged, it cannot fail to be very useful ex-
perience, however painful, We work in Dalliol College, Lut are
fairly detached from the routine work of war, 1 am very anxious
to do all 1 can, but in my private circumstaances, 1 should be
helpless if tue Institute were to refuse my request., I have asked
only for the first term because the whole situation is now in a
state of flux; by the end of the year we shall be able to see more
clearly whither we are going and what my particular needs will be,"
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THe Lower FARM,
KiNGSTON BLOUNT,

OXFORD.

September 21l1st.

Dear Earle,

I am much obliged to you for your letter of the 13th,
which came yesterday. I am writing rather than cabling
because I can make myself more explicit, and also because
I know that whatever may crop up in the meantime will be
secure in your hands.

As regards the Institute, I stand by the suggestions
which I left with you before I salled. I hope that what
you mention in your lettannill come true. In that case,
we can be well satisfied BF simply accepting the effect,
well knowing that we shall have good opportunity afterwards
to change the constitutionel arrangements in a satisfactory
way. As you know, I have always felt that proper rules
are indispensable and we should get some.later 1f we
cannot get them now. At the same time, I see the wisdom
of Mr. Einstein's point of view, of accepting the right
man first eand dealing with the rules sfterwards. If, on
the other hand,an attempt were to be made to push in the
wrong man, then one must make & determined effort to get
the ﬂoint Faculty-Trustee Committee as a means of securing,
if possible, our wishes. Apart from the fact that I
know that all these matters will be safe in your hands,
there is no sense in gﬁ making suggestions which may
have no reletion to conditions as they may erise. But
enything upon which you and Mr. Einstein and Veblew were
sgreed would be satisfactory to me and, I am sure, glso to
Lowe .

A few weeks ago I wrote to Mrs. Balley that I might
have to stay here if war broke out, and asked her to
secure 2 ruling from the Institute authorities. I wrote
to her as secretary of the Institute,because at that time
I was not certain what the situation was in regard to the
directorship, but I have had no reply. [3 have mow wrltten
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THe Lower FArRM,
KINGSTON BLOUNT,

OXFORD.

formally to Flexner asking for leave of absence for the
first term of this academic year. I have been asked to
work with a small group which has been organized by
Chatham House under Toynbee. It consists almost
exclusively of academic people, most of them well-known.
Our work will be to interpret the political situation in
the various countrles in relation to the general problem,
and, we hope, to work out possibilities In regard to a
future settlement. We are working for the Government but
not under the Government. The group is sutonomous, and
the agreement of Chatham House with the authorities, as well
as with ourselves 1ndividually,clearly stipulates that we
shall not be expected to do anything which would 1n any
way be derogatory to our sclentific autonomy. While 1t
is war work, 1t 1is however as near to academic work as 1t
can possibly be; and while it interrupts the theoretical
work on which I was engaged, 1t cannot fall to be very
useful experience, however painful. We work in Balliol
College, but are fairly detached from the routine work

of war. I am very anxious to do all I can, but in my
private circumstances, I should be helpless 1f the
Institute were to refuse my request. I have asked only
for the first term because the whole situation 1s now in
a state of flux; by the end of the year we shall be able
to see more clearly whither we are golng and what my
particular needs will be. |

I will wrlte to you agaln privately about things here.
We are all well and grimly calm, and naturally deeply
concerned about the attitude of America. Write to me
whenever you can as 1t 1s a cheering relief to get =
letter from outsice. Meanwhile, my very best wishes to
you and Beatrlice and Rossmund, and my sincere thanks again
for all the work you have put in this summer on our behalf.

Ever (&ours,

X

Professor Edward Earlse,
857, Cleveland Lane,
Frinceton.
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Nassau FPoint,Peconic L.I1.
Septemher 6th,1939

Professor Edward M. Rarle
Coreys N.Y,

Dear Collesacue:

Thank you very much for sending me
the copy of your letter to Veblen of September 4th.
I confess not to be guite of your opinion that we
should try to enforce the cooperation of the facul-

I ty in this elsction of the new Director. In this
time of temsion it might happen that some of the Tru-
stees might be antagonistie to such a procedure which
is not provided for in the present statutes. The only
[thing we should try is to prepare as many Trustees as
possible. TYou mentioned the fact that Maass,leidesdorf
and Hardin are not quite in the position to accomplish
this effectively. So we should try to firnd inofficial
contacts with other Trustees, I believe,that Miss Goldman

. Por instance could help in this respect. If such contact
would be possible we should ask them to propose that the
\faculty should be consulted before the nomination of the

new Director becomes final.

I confess to feel hetter since France and ﬁ
England have resisted the continous threats of Germany -
despite the terrible things which must happen there in the
| near future, It is now evident that the moral degeneration
of Burope is not so complete as it seemed in the last years.

With my best thanks,

gordially,

i LI 7Y



R

Coreym, . Y.
4 Septembsr 19%9

From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA
Dear Veblen
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4 september

Veblen

From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA
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Sincersly yours

Americsn lathematical Scoiety
iadison, Wiseonsin

Frofessor (swald Veblen
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Coreys, N. Y.
31 August 1939

My dear kr. Aydelotte

Some tire ego I eent Professor Einstein a copy
of oy letter to lre kange, outlining some suggestions fer the
future government cof the Institute. The enclosed lo‘t_.tsr from
hin 1s a comsent. ‘

Like Einetein, I am fearful that A«F. is planning
some sort of ccup d'stats Thers are certain trustees who are
bound t¢ him by ties of persecnal leyalty and who have had
hesstofors teken little or ne part in the affairs of the Insti-
tute (Dre Friedenwald, for exsmple). There are others, like
Stewart and Rlefler who have thelr own purposes to serve and
therefore will in all probability support any program of the
present Dircctor.

fould it not be pes=ible to persuade Flexner that
he should take the Fagulty inte his gconfidence; and if he is
nct willing to db so voluntarily, ocould not some way be found
4o briag about the same result? Flexner's only motive for re-
fusing so reasonabls a request might well conceal scme purpose
cther than the welfars of the Institute. what do you think?

As always
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Nassau Point,Peconic L.I.VN.Y.
August 26,1939

Professor E.M.BEarle
Coreys,N.Y.

Dear ¥r.HBarle:

I thank you for your kind information. You know
from our conversation in Princeton that I am in perfect agreement
with your statements. You will be - of course - well informed
about the latest news concerning the imminent change of our
Director., 1 was informed directly through Veblen, TUnfortunately,
it seems impossible for the faculty to cooperate in the election
of the new Director because the most active Trustees are acting

in perfect secrecy and are trying to avoid that anything becomes 1l
known before the retirement becomes official.

It seems to me, therefore, most important that a |
certain azgreement of a majority of the Trustess is reached con-
cerning a list of persons who would be acceptable as Director.
Unfortunately, Veblen and Aydelotte cannot be zetive in this
respect because their names should appear in this list,

If the Trustees are not prepared in this respect there
will b= great danger that Flexner will take them by surprise with
his candidate, 28 he will undoubtedly try to do. It is quite pro-
bable that he will attempt to win over heforehand certain Trustees
who are less informed concerning the problems of our Institute.

I am a little bit out of the world here and have no opportunity
to deal with anybody concerning this important matter,

With kindest regards for you and your family

yours sincerely,‘
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Corays, N. Y.
22 August 1939

My dear Lre. Msass

This is to exprees to you and Mr. Leidesdorf my very
great appreciation of the efforts which you and he have expended
during the past three menthe to bring sbcut the result which you
described tc me over the telephome yesterday momming. I am fully
aware that this has been a difficult and at times seemingly im-
possible taske It is, of course, only the firet step in bringing
about a new rogime at the Institute and of initlating uessures
which will assure the realization of the high purposes which Lr.
Bamberger and irse Fuld have always had in wind. If the loyalty
of the Fagulty can expedite these results, as it is certain to do,
you and the cther Trustees will have it in unreserved mecsure.
I have every confidence that the coming ysar will be productive
of excellent results and that, aftor ocertain inherited difficulties
are overcoms, the Institute will be 2 happy commmity of productive
scholars. We all hope, of course, that Dr. Flexner will retire with
svery honor and genercilty which the Trusteses can confer and that
his sucgessor will be sc¢ chosen that he will cormmnd united support
of the entire Institute commnity.

Respectfully yours

Edward Lead Earle

kre Herbert H. kaass
New York

' T rt.'/'k-f‘n 7{. E”E
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é THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
: PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Aagust 15th, 1939,

Mr. E. M. Earle,
Corey, N. Y.
(via Saranac)

Dear Ed:

We have been scanning the horizon in
vain for a sight of Beatrice since our very
pleasant visit to you. I came away with a
feeling that through your tenacity and energy
iyou had really brought mattersat the Institute
|to a head and I only hope that the change may
‘come gquickly encugh for the next academic
year to be more pesceful than the last. I
confess that I was deeply disturbed all last
winter by the situation and I feel too deeply
involved in the problems of the Institute to
consider departure fcr Tarsus as a solution
even for myself.

I have thought over what I said about

Meritt serving on the Conmlittee and I think

it was perhaps a nistake to urge him upon you.

It has occurred to me that he might be used as

a last means to force upon us Flexner's

candidate for the directorship. It seems to

me that his incredible tenacity in clinging to

his position, must in large part be Jb!, not so

much to a desire for personal rule as to a wish

to have his policies continued by his successor.

At all events, if called upon, I shall be willing
" to serve on the Committee.

I look with dismay towards September 1lst,
when my Adirondack vacation will come at an end.
It has been a wonderful six weeks, such as I
-cannot hope to have again in som= time to come.

Sincerely, 2
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2

Coraysy; N« Y.
5 August 19%9

Dear Veblen

Aydelotte called ms the other evening just before
|leaving Bor Mexico City, to tell me the latest devslopuments.
Hardin has seen A+Fe a second tims and has written him & ses-
ondemy emphatic letter, telling him that he must resign. The
‘gonversations were indecisive, feor reesens whigh we can readily
understand, snd AsFs has sizply ignored the letiters. kasss and
Loidosdorf now favor a special meeting of the bBoeard to remove
| tha director, e special Faculty meeting to choose a coumittiae
to =it with a coumittee of the Zoard, end the iumediate cholce
of a new director. fardin ls hesitant abeut s .gh drastie pro-
cedure, favering removal at the (ctober meetinge Lut ss there
are go mny important dseisions to bs sade, especially with re-
spect to the new bullding, that keass, Leldesdorg and Aydelotte
are opposed to further delay. Therefore, k. and L. are going
to ieke ilasid (I think this weekend) to try to obtain the ap=
proval of krs Es and krse Fe to 2 speogial meeting of the Boarde
The desieslion, of course, will have to lie with themy, 2s Mre Har-
din apparently 1s everse to acting excert as their personal rep~

\ reaontative’ﬁ A« has made them promise to call us (you, Ein-

steln, and ne) fof further sonsultation in the event thet kre Ee
and krse Fe decide agzinst a special weeting. If they consent
to the precedure advocated by laass and Leidesdorf, evervihing
would seem to be claar sailing, althcugh it will prebably be
Septomber 15 at the very earliest bofore a new director is in-
stalled. It sesms to ms unpardonabls that these past Lwo wonths
have been so largely wasted because of indecision in high places.
Aydelotte will not be basck until August 20 or 27.

Would it ba a great imposition if I were to aak you
to write Eln=tein, reporting all the deveclopments asince we left
Ffinceton? I have thought about it and feel that this might
\more profétdlrigcme from yous Tou are the head of the methematics
group and oculd write a iere sub jective acoount than I fear I
would have to write. You imow everything I do and some additional
thinge, such as the interview between you and Lies Celdmen end
¥. and L. at Elberon. In addition, I should like te be relieved
of a time-consuming task, although this last consideration is not
foramost with me. Do not forget to tell Einstein of my letter
soncerning prosedure in the future as betwesn the Fagulty and the
Trustees.

kiss CGeldman is driving over here tomorrow from Yeene
Valley, and I ghall tell her =11 this«. Cf course, if you do not
wish to write Einstein, I shall do sce I also shall have to write
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Mitrany (who will report to Lowe)e kitrany writes me that it is
conmon gossip arcund (xford that there is some sort of row at the
Institute, that A«Fe proposes to resign next espring, and that
Stewart is to bte named as his successors From the content of the
gossip, and from the fact that Mlirany and Lowe say they have not
besn discussing the matter, it is sasy to see from what scurcey
this sort of gossip arises.

In the midst of these negotiaticne I am trying to do a
little work, without mugh suscess. I have besen ecsked to contribute
a chepter on American ferei n policy to a sy:pesium on "The Fromise
of American Life", copy of which is due Septewber 1 for publica=-
tion the first week in Novewber. It is important that I do this,
but I heelitate to acoept lest most of the time between now and Sep-
tenber 1 be cocupied with Institute matterss And my Saranse Lake
friends tell re that I em templting Previdence by not forgetting my
work for this summer. I pay teke some time off in the autumn if
Inslitute affeits mke that possible.

No more for now, exoept all good wishes to you both from
all three of us.

As alweys
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Qorays, N. Y.
26 July 1939

My dear Nre. kaass

Immadiately after receiving your letter of the
24th, I telegraphed that I was glad to give you full disereticn
in the use of all correspondence which we have had conserning
the affairs of the Institute. I referred, of course, not only
to my letter and memorandum of last Friday but also to my letters
of June 9 to Dre Flexner should you ocnsider it neceesary or ad-
visable to use them: I am essuming that the third Trustee to
whom you refer will preserve the sonfidengse horctofon observad
by you end kr. Leldesdorf,

It ndght be advisable to emphasize to him what I
heve told you and Mre Leidesdorf ccncerning ny fedlinge toward
Dre Flexners [ have knewn him for almest fifteen yesrs, for most
of which tim® he has bLeen almost a father to me and I have truly
loved hime [o has always been kindly, considerate, and straight-

. forwards Durlng the last two years, however, he has becomwing in-
ereasingly hostile to the most friendly advice and criticism and
has been sc abusive toward those who offer it that it hes ceemed
that friendship with him could be preserved only by becoming a
"yes man", whioh to most of ue is altogether repulsive. He has
developed all sorts of escentrisities which make it exgeedingly
diffioult to transact business with him lost sericue of all,
however, is his ability al self-deception; this makes him so
untruthful that none of us ocan trust him in the spallest de-
taile He has lost his grip on thefnffure of the Institute and
is altogether unsbls, I belleve, the handls the details which will
go with cur ccocupansy of the new bullding; as he himself admite
and even boasts, the real direstors of the Institute are irse
Bailey and Mss Eicheleere In view of his long record of distine-
tion in his work and of kindliness in his perscnal relationships,
this change in him can only be ascounted for by his age; es I
have told you, cne of his physioians tcld me thet he has shown
‘definite medissl signs of senility.

ky feeling ia that of a dutiful son who finds him-
self compelled to consent to a surgical operation for canger and
vho knows that, unpleasant as suggery undoubtsdly will be, pro-
orastination will lead %o progressive disease and personal tragedy.
It is because I am still devoted to Dre Flexmer that [ wish to
avold the MM scandel which ls almost oortain to cecur if he
c
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he continues another year as director—a scandal which may destroy
his professional and perscnal reputation, be disastrous to the In-
stitute, and be the greatest possible unkindness to those sweet and
kindly people kre. Bamberger and Mrse Fulde Dre Flexner is not like-
ly to appreciate nmy motives; already he hae indicated that I am in
disfavor with him He has shown & number of pecple nmy confidential
letter, scecmpanying it with some highly uncomplimentary remarks.

ky consciense is altogether clear as to the course I
have chosen. It would have been easier for me personally to keep
still, draw my ealary, do & pinioum of work and lot events take
their course. That, however, is not ny ccnception of lgyalty to

" Dre Flexner. And I zm hopeful that after this unpleasant orisis is
over he himself will see that hie true friends are those who have
chosen the harder rather than the easier way.

I need not tell you that we ars all appreciative of
what you and Lre Leldesdorf have done in this instance, as in others,
for the welfare of the Iastitutees It 12 not a pleasant task and cer-
tainly net an easy cnee But continued firmmeess will see us over the
hurdle and will enable us to begin the new year ss a happler one for
ell gonerned:. I am sure you agree that there is no possibllity of
turning back nowe.

Singerely yours
Edward Lead Earle

Mr. Herbert H. leoss
New York



Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1939
From the Shelby Vghite and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

THe Lower FARM,
KINGSTON BLOUNT,
OXFORD.

24 ,VII,.1939

Dear id,

Your letter was very welcome, and 4 can well
undergtand how painful must have been your last days
in Princeton. It is so much more difficult for you
and me, who have been personzl friends; and though his
conduct kEymm towards me has been unspeaksable, it turns
me gick to think of so many fine qulaities so misused,
and of his second great opportunity ending like the
first in bitterness to himself and to his family. If
I blame myself for anything, it is for not having presse
more for open action, open within the Institute not
\outzide it, as lMr. Einstein and I have advocated for the
last three years. It would have helped the trustees and
the Institute, and it would have prevented the matter
becoming so personal. It was obvious that matters were
getting from bad to worse, and it would have been a
service to all, not the least to Abe himself, to have
preventedtnem from reaching this awful stage.

One of the causes was precigely that there was no
arrahgement and custom of open discussion of the Institu
te's problems, and in my view much more important than
any change of personnel is to use this unpleasant
opportunity to end once and for all the regime of whig-
pers and intrigue. I trust that once Abe's resignation
has been secured, the trustee™ will put all action on
a basis of frank discussion and cooperation, and that yoi
will sgpeak in our name in encouraging them in that. It
is not from us that things get about; it was not from
within that three years ago we heard that Aydelotie had
bg@n dropped, not evemr from America. And the first thin
I heard this summer on returning here was that Abe was
rampaging about this ahd the other, so that my informant;
concluded that he was breaking up; and that Stewart was
the new director-degignate. As the information had
come to my friends from New-York, it could have come onl;
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from Abe's entourage. We shall never get discretion
outside, so much needed for the Institute's good
name and good working, till we have utter oppenness
" inside. We just must not let things get again to
the state where the Institute is broken up in groups
suspecting each other - it is a poisonous and tragic
atmosphere, and utterly incompatible with intellec-
tual achievement. I have never seen anything like
that, and I am sure nor have you.

I have shown your letter to Helen Lowe (and to no
one else), so that she may write to her husband. He

has been frantic for news and your letter will help
to relieve him.

As you may imsgine, this is not a very cheerful
place. The atmosphere is very different from last
year, more pessimigtic and yet more comforting, for
we now know where we stand and there is no longer

the disheartening suspicion of cligues and intrigues.

As far as 1 could see, most people would wish

| Chamberlain to go, or at least to see a few new faces

in the Cabinet. But he is dour and without imsgi-
nation, and does not see all that is implied in his
name and reputation. But I do not think there is
any danger of his playing tricks again, even if he
wanted to, for the country is thomoughly roused.
People are clam and do not worry, but neither have
they much hope. It is a mad world - the latest
London appartments advertise "central heating, 1lifts
air raid shelter,etc". Everyone wants the pact with
Russia, and so do the Russians; their claim about
the Baltic States is legitimate, but they are being

' unnecessarily sticky and evidently enjoying their

new position.

In addition to all this, we are having the
most miserable of summers - rain every day for vieeks
and cold. If the English were not accustomed to
drafts and wet feet they could not fight even the
Patagonians now. I am delighted that you have foun
so nice a place for the summer; I hope you will all
have a reaPR rest and much fun, and that you will
write again. Ky best to the Veblens if you write
or see them. With love to you and Bee and Hosamond

-Qu~- Ever4xggrs

Ca
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Professor Edward M. Earle,
Coreys,
New York.

My dear Professor Earle:-

Thank you so much for yours of the 21st inst., with
enclosure,

There have been developments, of which, however, no
one has been apprised, because they are as yet far from defini-
'tized. It has been necessary for us to take up the matters at
issue with one of the other Trustees, and I regret that the
confidential status which you have imposed upon your letter and
memorandum prevents our showing them to him, I think if you
could withdraw that injunction and permit the Trustee in question
to read your letter and memorandum, 1t would be very helpful in
bringing the situation to a quicker focus. Will you be good
enough, therefore, upon receipt hereof, to wire me releasing
your letters for inspection by this third Trustee, whose name
for the present I must withhold.

In the meanwhile, I trust that you are enjoying your
summer vacation and getting its full benefit without being too
much distracted by the issues which have been dlscussed between

us,
With kind personal regards, I am,
Sincerely yours, )
W
HHM: JR i O o
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Qorays; N« Y.
23 July 1939

My dear kre lanse

Since writing you on Friday, I have had ancther
letter from the Rockefeller Foundation indigating that = way
may be found %o handle the grants whigh I have discussed with
you in my earlier letters The followship to Salley 1s apparent-
ly to be awarded in any gcases The ocase of Dre Vagts is being
reforred for an independent opinicn to ancther student of in-
ternational affaire; if it is faverable, the funds will be of-
fored to Dre Flexner whe will then be obliged to reject them
Af he chooses (but the desision will definitely be his). And
there is some possiblility that [ shall be able to take care of
Dre Welnberg through the Cammegle Corporation should the eltua-
ation at the Institute be favorable in Jeptesber. These re-
sulte, however, will be achieved begause of the interest of the
Foundations in what ie being done by Frofessor litrany and me
nth-rthlnbu:nnefmmﬁuhm Flexner has done %o
bring them sbout. This, of soufse, is alsc in confidenge, as
any disgussion of the matter at thls time md ht jecpardize the
gifte. Faithfully yours

-
gy B Wy e

e
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Coreys, N« Y.
.22 July 19%9

Dear Veblen

I have not written Einstein, partly because I do not have
his summer address and partly because there have been some new develop=~
mentse Could you let me have his address; I hesitate to send a letter
to Princeton, lest in some way it be intercepted. 3

Aydelotte phoned sgain after receiving my letter. He had
gotten over his discouragement and sald he altogether agreedthat the
resignation must be gone through with. He said Maass also saw no way
of retreat but was uncertain only sbout ways and means. The present
program is to have kr. Hardin see A«Fe (either in Canada or New York)
and tell him that Mre Be and Mrs. Fe are adamant and that there is
no alternative but for him to resigne They will alsc tell him (so
they say) that if headoes not resign he will be removed at the Cotober
meeting of the Board.

I have written Meas a very emphatic letter warning him that
the present situation is ¥ntclerable and saying that very little time
remins between now and September. I am hoping that he will either
write or phone me. Then if no proumpt and effective action appears to
be in the offing, I think it might be wise for you, Einstein, and me
to see lmass and Leidesdorf and put the case as strongly as we know
hom Much as I dislike to interrupt the summer in this way, there is

a good deal at stake. What do you think? And when you write, you
mght let me know how you may be reaghed by telegram or telephone.
You have my phone number, which is Tuppor lake 20-F=4; telegrams come
via Tupper lake alsos

So that you may have sveryvthing before you, I am enclosing
the copy of my letter to keass with an ascoipanying memorandumes Con-
cerning the memo I should like to ask especial secreey on your part.

No more for nows. The next three weeks are ctitical,and
we must establish mesans of ping in close contact.

I like your idea of having the new director naned now, even
should A«F. hold on until Cotober. Fut that is a reserve measure to be
brought forth cnly after all means have been exhausted to bring about
his resignation.

Best wishes to you hothe

As always

I have had numerous indications from A.F. and krse Dailey that 1life #ill
be made pretty diffisult for me next year if they are still on the job.

Flease return the enclosed correspondence when you have resad it.
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Confidential statenemt for Lre Lauss
and irs lLeldeesdorfs a July 1929

Last spring I had applisntions Croi three distingubshed young
scholars to come to Lhe Institute for Advanged during the goming
year to work under sy direction. Thay were: Prolessor Thomas A« Bailey,
of Stanford University; Dre Albert K. Weinberg, Fellow in the Nalter
Hines Fage School of International Relations, at the Johns liopkine Uni-
versity; Dr. Alfred Vagis, scn~in-law of Dre Charles Ae Eeard, and the
author of an cutstaunding two-volume work on German-imerican releticne in
world politicss Each of these zen is engaged in researches closely as-
soolted with mine and oould profitably participate in a seuinar which I
prepese to offer during the coming year in Amerigan Foreign Relaticnse

‘Alec to participate would be Frofessor kitrany and ie cssistant Dre

fumey, and Frofessor farcld Sprout of Fringeten University, le to be
on leave of abgenge from hls teasghings The Institute has Leen under
eriticisn for not having offered any agtual instruction in Zconcudes and
Folitics, and thie seemed a propltious time to initiale a partisularly
attractive program whlsh would essmpel the adudration of the scholarly
world,

I w5 awars, of course, that the Institute wight heve scme
difficulty in raising the funds nogessary Lo bring these Lo Frinse~
ton: §1500 euch for Balley and Weinberg and J2000 for Vagts. DPut I was
amazed t¢ have Dre Flexner throw cold water on the prograse ind I was
shiogked to have him ¢oument on the'undesirable” name of Dr. lsinberg;
although ihis waes done josularly, it refleeted in 2y opinlion hiis sensi-
tiwness congcerning the anti-Jemitism of Frincelon; in any ocase; 1t ie
the sort of thing which should on no agocount be done in humor or other-
wises

Cver & period of weeks I patiently sxplained to Dr« Flexner
the lmportange of unddrtaking thls propossd program of work, evem L7
funds had to ralsed slseshere than frow the budget of the Inatitute.

‘I wae clways told that there were no funds. Weverthelesa, Dre Flemner
‘gave a grant of J1000, for work with ms, %o Dre Hans lers, a gomg Ger-
| mun refugee whose only qualifigetions for partiglpation In my studles

are that he is 2 pleasant young maa end that he is a friend of Dre Fleox-
ner's family in Loutsville. Hers will be a liabllity rether thau an
assol, although [ shall do all I can to help hime Fareathetioally, I
pay say thel this is en experience whleh I share with others of ay
colleagues, notably Dre Herafeld and Dre Coldsan. The Humanistle Group
has beon shooked by the grant % youny Ireasted, whe was lesoribed to m
by Professor Fasofeiy as a dilletante, but whgse fatiier was a friend of

‘Dre Flexner's. Even Roefitior MW wes tudignans  sboud Tha

Finally I asked Dre Flexner whather I might not approech lire
Keppel of the Uarnegle Corporation and ides Jalker of the Rookefeller
Foundation ccncurning the projest. /s sonsented. Lkre Toppel suw ne
the day before he sailed for Surcpe and said that he weas very desirous
of making a substantlal contribution to my work, provided that I per-

sonally outline what was required and provided s desieicn could be post-

poned untll September. Miss ¥alker sald she would glve & Rockefsller
Fellowship to Balley, as this could be done direct @as & personal grant
and not through the Institute budget. 5he would be willing, also, to
give $2000 to the Institute for Dre Vagts if Dre Flexner would endoree
uy application on Vegts's behalf.
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lemorandum to heserse. haass and

Leldesdorf 2=

i reported these results to Dre Floamer, wheo congratulated me

sand said he would be happy teo endorse any application I might uaks to
the Rockefellsr Fuumdatione 4 day or two later 1 «as invited to lungh
with Dre snd Lkrae Flexmer but, en the advice of Lkre hsass, deslined; =

instead I wrote Tr. Flexner a letter steting my pesition on the affairs
\ of the Ingtitute. Ginse them 1 have hud no coununloations wiatlzoever
‘ frou Dre Flozner, slthough I heve had sowne peilly ifndigations thet I am
Lo be punished for ay conduots
After an lnterval of about two weeks I preparsd Lhe a plication
for Dre Vagts and zent 1% %o ny seorstary with a reguost th -he segure
a bris? sols of endorsoment, ae proviced, {row Dre Flexmer. In roply
L ma Inforead thel Do Tlomer would see kies Bulker, of the Focke=
foller Poaundation, cbout the mltere I Lwewmdiately suspected that the
grant would Yo sabotaged, u3 Ls ln Mot the guse. [dscretion requires
et I writs ae'hing of Yo deteils, although | could dlaouss then vers
- bally wth you I you wish: The loglktefellar Foundation still 1s pre=
 pared Lo make he grent should the dlrasctor's pojestloans be sithdrawms
Pregumably the fellowship tc Balley will be danded Lf the rant o Vagte
eannot be mde, ne the prcject will stand or full as a whola.
It will, of course, Le miwch sasisr for ne teo sonst throngh
the scudng vear sithout rny studante or witheut the ressarch asslotange
| whigh L "o;rpal 19, I belisve, prepared 4o ;sive me 1f the conditions at
the ‘nstitute are favorable. The real vistims ere, it hereforo, the un=
fortunats youmg wen who might have besan the benafisiaries, ss well as
the Instliule whieh had sa unsquelled opportunity to sse = program ini-
tiated in the fleld of intornatlonal politioss
The only purpgeso of this msserendum is to set forthothe d1iffi-
ouliles inhersnt in senducting eshahrly wery ol the lnstitute under the
prevalling state of affalrn.
T wight add one sore point: Ore Flewnor wag assursd Lhat the
4 propesed grant by the Negkefelleor Foundaticn would be mmde without preju-
4100 to the arplleetion wich he has pending with ther for tne work in
econorics.
I motl roquest with sspecial smphasis that ths conteante of this
memprondur should te held in the utacet confidence.

sdward read Larls
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Corays, NH. Y. . |
21 July 19% |

kre Jderbart |l. lLaass

20 txshange Flase fe:sgnal and Confidential |
New York

by dear .r. sanss

lugh as I dislike Lo uvrouble you further sith the af-
fairs of the Institute, 1 el um. I should eall %o your atton-
tione It invelves & proposed grani to the Institite by ths Hoole-
follar Inetitute for the furthermnce of my work, whic: appears to {

| have besn sldetracked by Ure Flemmer as a pualllve mssasure agalast pl
eds In reality, o coursa, it is the Institute midoh suffers as “
woll aa the distlagiished sghelar for whor the arant Lla intended. ,

I an onclosing & statesent of Lhe zote of the case, sc that you
pay realize the dangera inherant ila Drs Flezner's sontinuanse in
the Diregptorship. 1 have a ginilar and sush mors substantiel grant
pending with the Jarnegle Jcrporatlion, ocnsersiag shish nothing can '
be done while tha present uzgaertalnty sontlinues.

As 1 hava heard ngothing from you frow a long tiws, I I
presuzs thet thare are ag farthar developmentes [ hope you will
not consider me Lmpertinent ir 1 ralterste what I have previcusly
sald ccngerning the sericumess: of the situation faging the In-
stitutes I Shisk 1 oan wundorstand Jre floxner’s tactice: to pinie
wize the icportance of the orlsls end by preorastinetion, evasion,
and dslay te retain his present pesition of suthoritye He can, if
nesesaary, glvs nle sntire %ine %o conspirstorial ectivitios; and
4o none of ua has an squmivalent esount of time to devole to the
purpcse, hz gan avantually wear down ocur resistance end detertina-
tlone It must be ropemberad thet Af Tre Mleamer Ls onhand in (e~
tobor it will elmoat lnevitably follow: that he will begin a came
palgn %o nominate his sugoessor; thet he will institute s rutnless
saupelgn of rewarde and punishments for meusbers of the Fagulty, de-
pading upon thair atiltude towerd his administretion; that he will
be able to salte finansia! sommitmemte for the present as well as the
future, mldm large hend in the formilation of tne budget for
the year 1940~19%1; thet he pey wake dispositlions in the new build-
ing whigh will Lo Linding for yearsj that he will be reapomaible for
an appalling waaste of tim whigh will sullify most of the schelarly
wor: of Lhe Ingtltute for encther twelve monthe. There are scme of
ua to dm:m. hnuapplllnaprum ulnmn b

is to you. Einstein, I am fearful, will resign. There are cthers l
who will desire a leave of absence for the year.
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ire Leaass
21 July

5
¥

~2-2-

In short, I do noi sse how we ¢an get throuzh mnother year
at the Inetitute, under the present alulnlastration, without some sort
of public sgandal or, st the loast, the orsation of intornal sghisms
wshish will be difflcull tc heal. I heve kncwn Dre Maomer for a leng
time and oan sy with mssurange that he can be deali with omly with
the utmeet firmmess. Any corprouise now will bes falal %o the two cb-
Jectives we all have in ndnds that we start Yha new yesr at the Tnati-
tute wlth an eatirely new apirit to assure tha sonilnunnse of 1ta work;
that we save Dre Flaxner's reputeticne 4And may I edd that se are all
oqually desirous, alsc, of raligving hre Canbesrgsr and iree Puld of the
anxioty which the present situstlen must sntall fer thex. T4 would, in
B Judgment, be scmelllng close to & = jor Lrigedy t: the Imotitute, to
Dre Flexner, snd 4o the Tonera, Lif flrm agtica 12 net takem now.

day | add just ome thing sere! Tho times botween now snd
15 veptenboer Lo gotiing shoert. I some sort of new; or an ad interim
regimo is %o be gslablished, prompt action on Dre “lommer'e resigne~
tlen i: lsparatlive.

deed T vay that evarything 1 say here, as well aa the facts
of Lho eroiooed memorandum 2re for your ayes and thoas of wre Laddees~
dorf oxcluelvaly. IF the informalion consernlug the “ceefaller Foun~
@atlen should some 1o othars, sspesially te Do Flexaer, it wo.ld be
most scbarresalag.

Should you nead pa, T oculd comw Lo Yew Tork at eny bLime.
My telepheons nurbor bars La Tupper lake 23-7-4,

Zingerely yours

[ -
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Gcl'ml ND r.
13 July 19%

My dear Lrs Aydelotte

I have been thinking over our conversation of last night,
when you were good enough %o telephone me theresults of ya r visit
with Flemer. I anx mors convinsed than esver that if he is given the

" epportunlty %o return on any terms we ars lost on all pointse The
tactlos which he has used now— of wearing down our determinatien and
resistance—will be repeated throughout next year. I am ccnvinced,
amcng other things, that he will then sucsoced in naming the new di-
reolor. Yone of ue is disposed, I think, tc spend all of next year
as ®e have spent ucet of last in endless and futile discussions of

‘this sort. And our morale will have been destroyed by the kaowlsdge
that the Trustees have flunked the first seriocus test of authority.

If we should have the courage end the persistence to
fight on, another whole ysar of the work of the Institute will have
been wasted. In my om casa, this will be something of a tragedys I
feel that I have under way « volume whigh will not cnly bee good
plece of objestive soholership but mey conceivaily be of sous use to
oy country in these sritical days in internati onal alfairs.

The naxt year in the history of the Institute is likely
\ %0 be orusial in a mumber of ways. If we allew A«Fs %o have any-
thing to say in such importent matters as the preparaticu of the
budget for the suooceding vear, we mmy well be rulnsd. Aand sach
peseing day in this summer of 1935 emables him to make scommitmsnats
which it mey take years for us %o cvercome.

Cn no count, then, de It hin we shmlim

for & momant the question cf a reosignation here and now. The suscess
of such tactics at this time will assurs their sucsess again. It is
1like the Germans with the "war of nervee" which they wage in Zurope.
And we ocanot allow the Institu's to become demorelized in the same
aunner as the eivilized peoples have Europe have beccms.

I hope you will dr what vou can %o urge firmsss. 1
had a feeling last night that you yarself fslt that A.F. was un-
mEnegeable. He is—excapt with absclute and unsompromising firmness.
I have spoken frankly but you will understand sinscerely.

As always
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cOl'.}"l. Ns Y.
15 July 1939

Dear Yeblen

Aydelotte telephone mo a little over a wesk ago to say
that A«Fe had invited him up to Cansda for o week and that; partly
jon the advice of lezss, he hed agsepted. laet night, i. telephoned
again to report, about se follows: That A.¥. hae no idea of the se-
ricusness of the situstion; or, if he has, has sucgeeded in talking
himself out of ite Second, that he said he had intended in any case
to retire noxt year snd that he requested that he net be compelled
to retire at this time. DNore espescizlly that nc action be taken
before the Cetober meeting of the Foard. Aydelotie seemed to feel
thet it was useless to try to persuade A«F. (we could have told him
thie long ago), and he seemed to be doubtful ofthe wisdem of taking
violent measures with hime I told Aydelotte that I saw abasclutely
no reescn for altering our convisticns timt action miest be taken im-
mediately. A+« 12 golng to see hasss and seid that he would suggest
that ksags tallk with mes.

I do not need to Lell ycu that allowing Abe to continue
on any terms wculd be a major oatastrophes He will consider it a
triumph over everyone ccncernedes It will give hin an unparalleled
opportunity to exerclse his conspiratorisl abilitiess Cven more se-
rious, it will zive nim sontrol over ths budget and othsr vital mt-
tere during the ccoming eritiesl year for the Institute.

No metter how good cur case on ite merits, howevar,
there is no agsuransa that it will 4riumph over the timldity of
Meaes and leidssdorf. They are the crusial pecple, &nd I write to
ask you to consider what messures had beet be taitm. I am morally
gertain that AeFe retums this sutum, furthermors, he will sue-
csed in neming nis successcrs Linatein indisated %o we the day I
(drove him inte New York that he wo.ild not be dispesed to continue
|at the Institute if action were not taltan on A.Fe 2t this time.

! Do you think it would be wise to request Zinatein to bring fubther
| pressure to besar at this time! In any case scmething mast be done.

%e are delighted with our houses [t has & gharming lo-
cation, is unbelievably peageful, and is blessed with a delightful
-elimete (cool and sunny during the day and really cold at ni;ht)
Cur best wishea to you botne

Alvays sinoesrely
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Dear Frofespor Earlies

The papers which you semt regarding
Ir, Vugts have been forcarded to v, Tiexner, and
I have just heard from his et he hss hed a
conferentce with Miss Wolker on the subject.
dlse Welker wlll investigute tlie @matier and report
to Dr, Fiexner at lier earilest coave .iemce, 1
ehall let you know tie m:wuﬁ proaptly,.

. Very sincerely yours,
ESTHER 8. BARLEY

rrofessor Edward Mesd farlie
Coreys

Fronkiin County

Hew York

EGB
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Coreys, N. Y.
28 June 19%

Dear Veblen

I was going to write you this morning in any case, and
now comes your note telling me of your summons tc¢ the throne. The
Cld Man is holding on for dear life, but from shat Aydelotte told me
over the telephone last night he ie now holding on by the skin of his
teeth: It ie a tragioc thing that he has not had the courage and the
dignity to step down gracefully, but I suppose it wes too much to ex-
pects But it should all be over scon nows

A+ telles me that Stewart has been playing soms sort of
gams. He has taken 2 strong stand thet this is all & teupest in a
tdapot; therefore Aydelotte asked for a statement as to where I
thought the mesbers of the Fasulty would stand on a vote of sonfidence.
I said—and my the good Lord forgive me for arrogating so mush to
myaself- that with the sxception of the Famous Four and with the possihle
exception of lowe (who might wabble at a orucial moment), everyone could
be sounted on in faveor of a new deal.

I suspect that Stewart is not belng allogether ingenucus.
For that if for no cther reason he has eliminated himeslf as a sandidate
for the d irectershipe Presumably A.P. desired t¢ hang on in the hope of
naming Stewart as his sugeessor. At least this would accouni for 8's
point of view, which 1ls ethaesles no oredit to him

We have token a lovely little house at Qcoreys; Ne Yoy
ebout midwey between Saranac Lake and Tupper lake. Although it is in
a voritsble wilderness, it is a completely equipped howe and will not
tenpt me to engage in unwise pionsering. It is situated on the shore
of a sml]l lake, with a beautiful view of the mountains. Thers are a
boateand a canpe and sawimming within a stone's throw. W@ should be
free from heat and turmeils Although I shall be without library fasili-
ties, I can get books by mail from Princeton and New York and I alreedy
have a good many with me (Beatrice says more than I can read in any case).
We are delighted, a3 I had no luck at all in sdveral days of house-
hunting thsbae neighborhood of Hanover, H. He Thile I was in lanover
I had lunch with the laracns; he was puzzled by a request from A.F. for
e statsment on the housing matter, but his reply was cne which would give
| 1ts reciplent no scxfort.

¥y post-office address is Coreys, N« Y+« The telephone
number is Tupper lake 20-F-4. And as there is overnight train service
(ae well as & good day train), I gan get to New York sasily if we are
needed t hera.

This is already too long. I am looking forward to the
day, not too distant I hope, when I can get back tc my first love and
drop diplomagy as a gareer. ly best wishes to you bothe And lot us
keep in toush, for there are important things at stake even after the
resignation is filed.

Ae always
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Saranac Lake, Ne. Y.
28 June 1939

My dear Lre. Aydelotte

It was good of you to telephone me last evening to
give me the latest news. In some ways I disliked the idea of
showing uwy letter tc Mre laamss, as I do not want him or anyone
else to think that I have arrogated to myself any spokesman-
ship for the Feculty as a wheole or that I am trying to be offi-
cliouss I have esnough sonfidence in your good judgment, however,
tc feel that you will explain the circumstances in which the
letter was w ritten and in which it happened to be shown toc Maass.
And if you have not already done so, I am sure you will.

Stewart, I fear, is not disinterested in the advice
and opinicns he is givings It i2 conceivable that there is soume
working arrangement between him and Ae Fs, by which the latter

' hopes to hold ocut long enough to name Stewart as his successor.
Cne of the difficulties which we have sncountered in explaining
the situation to Stewart is this: we have not wanted to offend

'him by saying that the appointment of him and Warren was ob-
jectionable on its merits, as well as on grounds of procedure.
And it was thesdesppointmeris, edded to everything else, which
wade the situation no longer tolerable. Granted all of this,
however, it does not seem to me thet Stewart is being altogether
ingenuous. And if for no other reascns he has thereby eliminated
himself as & candidate for the directership.

' This morning I have the following from Veblen: "Just
before I was to get away on Thursday afterncon; As Fe called me
in for a conversation with your letter to him as a starting point.
I declined to discusas details and said thst I thought it would be
best for himself and for all of us if he would follow the advice
he had regeived to retire now instead of at the end of the aca-

| demle yoar (ae he said he had intended). He thanked me for ay
advice but did not lock as if he liked ite s@ass had called him
up Yhut worning to ask for an answer." 35S0 you see my letter ap-
parently has been seen by more people than I suspected. It is all
rathor tragicethat Flexner does not have the dignity and the
courage to step out gracefully, but I suppose it wes too mch to
expect that he would.

what would you think of an asting director (without
any prejudice whatscever as to the ultimate appcintuent) to be
naned as soon a8 the resignation is in hand? It is possible, of
course; that the new director might be named within a week or temn
days, making any such ad interim appointment unnecessary. That
would depend on procedure. FBut there ought to be some sort of in-
terrdgnum should that be necessary.

Won't it be a joy when this is all settled and we
can get dowmn to work once more?

Always sincerely
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PERSCNAL AND
CCNFIDENTIAL

Santanoni Apartments
Saranag Laké, N. Y.
25 June 1939

My dear lre. Aydelotte

As I hesitated to send the only copy I had of my letters
of June 9 to Flexner, I have copied them and am sending you a set
of carbonss In the circumstances it ie probably just as well that
I send them also to kMaass, which I am doing in this same mail. You
will understand, I am sure, that these are under no conditions to be
shown to anyone else or to be quoted in any way. They are being sent
sc that you may understand at least some of the informatlion which
Flexner has at hies disposals I talked over the phraseoclogy of the
letters with Veblen before sending them, but otherwise no one has
seen them or knows of their content.

Apparently Flexner, like General Grant, intends to fight
it out cn this line if it takes all summer. I am sure you resent, as
I do, the appalling waste of time which this invelves fer us alle If
you multiply what you know ef by thirty of forty, you will have some
idea of what has gone with the wind for some half dozen of us since
January. I have had every desire to be patient, and still have, but
there is a point beyond which patience is folly. And therse is so
mch which must be done hefore September that further delay may have
very serious sconsequences for the Institute. I myself, for example,
have two grants pending (one from Keppel and cne from the Rockefeller
Foundation) which may be jecpardized by this situation.

Since talking with you last night I have thought sericusly
about the viewpoint of my colleagues on the question a2t issue. Cf
course, it has never been put to them in any categorical forms And it
mst be remembered that not 2ll men are as courageous as others and
that their votes might be influenced by the sort of pressures to which
they night be subjecteds OCthers are senczitive: lLowe, for example, does
not like to do anything which will hurt the Cld kan, not realizing that
what will hurt him most is a continuanse of the present anarchy: liorse
had to go to bed for two days after one of his bouts with Flexner and
was only with difficulty persuadsd not to resign.

4 Assuming, however, that a committee of the Trustees were
to call the Fagulty together and discuss the situation as frankly as
¥asss and Leidesdorf discussed it with me, I think the following would
without hesitation vote yes on a resignation: Einstein, Veblen, Lorse,
Alexander, von Neumann (personally indifferent but leyal teo the group),
Weyl, Mitrany, Goldman, Herzfeld, Earle, and probably Panofsky. Un-
reliable under pressure, but thoroughly fed up with the preveiling
state of affairs: Lowe (whose proxy Einstein holds). Thie leaves
Meritt, Riefler, Stewart, end Warren, who are, as you know, in & special
category. Riefler has frequently volced a good deal of dissatisfac-
tion inthe past but would not admit as mich. Meritt, I think, was
genuinely shocked by some of the thinge I told him; I should very much
hbpe that his cooperation might be won once the resignation is in hand,
although he will never be completely trusted by his colleagues as a whole.
After all, Meritt is a really great scholar and a eredit to the Institute.
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I hope for his own sake that Stewart does not persist in saying
that this is a tempest in & teapot. He Imows otherwise, unlees he does
net care tc lend credence tc what he has been told by his colleagues.
And it is a kind of presumption for one of the youngest members of the
Fagulty in point of servisce to venture an opinion on thie delicate
mtter. Certainly it is no service to Flexner. I lmow, for example,
thet Einstein has about decided to resign in Cctober unless there is a
,now Directors Would that be ccnsidered a tempest in a teapot?

e have taken a delightful house at Coreys, Ne Y., about midway
betwesn here and Tupper lake. It is situsted on & little lake and has
a bautiful view of the mountains. Although it is situated in a veri-
table wilderness, it is a thoroughly end comfortably equipped house.
(I fear I have gotten beyond the picneering days, although I used to
love it)e It will give me the kind of quiet and isoletion I enjoy,
elthough I shall have to get my boocks from Princeton and New York by
mil.

The post office address is:

Qoreys, H. Y.
The telephone number is:
Tupper Leke 20-F-4
Do keep me informed of what goes on« If I am needed, I can get
to New York overnight or by the day trains And I can always drive.
My best to Lrse Aydelotte. It would be nice to have you up

here, but I gather that your plans will involve Europe =s soon as
Institute business can be settled.

Always sincersly

Drs Frank Aysdlotte
The Harvard Qlub
New York
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The Santanoni Apartments
Saranag l.ﬂ.k., Ne. Y.
25 June 1939

kr. Herbert H. Maass
20 Exghange Flace

_ New York, N. Y.
My dear lr. kaass

This is to let you know that after Wednesday, June 28,
mail for me should be addressed to Coreys, N. Ye, where we have
taken a smell camp for the summer. The telephone number there is
Tupper Leke 20-F-4. I shall be et this address and telephcne
number through lunchecn on Thursday; thereafter at Coreys. There
is good train service from Tupper lake, szo that I san get to New
York should I be needed.

It has ocourred to me that it might be wise for you to
have before you the letters which I wrote Dr« Flexner on June 9,
when I declined his invitation to luncheon. I am therefore sending
you copies herewith.

I know how difficult all these negotiations mst be and
how time sonsuming they are. But I trust they will scon be over
and that an entirely new atmosphere will prevail in the affairs of
the Institute.

Flease present my respects to kr. Leidesdorf, and to
you all good wishes.

Singerely yours

Edward kead Earle
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June 21, 1839

dy dear rProfessor Earle:

Thank yuu for your lettor of June 14,
Both Dr, Flexner ana 1 talked with Miss Harper on
Suturday morning, «nd she cid well on her test. Ve
are therefore t:;ffuring her & positiovn as secretury to
begin on Honduy, September 18, It is understood that
her services will be available to .ny member of the ‘chool
of Economice and Politics who needs them, =nd Ir. Flexner
is certain that among yourselves work csn be distributed
in an equitable and coB erative fashiocn,

With best wishes for a happy sumser for you and \\
your [amily,

Very sincerely yours,

ESTHER S, BAILEY

Profeszor Edward Mead Earle
The Cantanondi
Carenac Lake, New York

ESB



e e Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1939
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

The Santanoni Apartaents
Saranac Lake, N. Y.
12 June 1939

| Mr, Herbert H. Maas
20 Exchange Place
New Iork
My dear Mr. Maas

As 1 know your thoughts are much occupied these days with
the affairs of the Instituite, I am being so bold as to send you
enclosed a letter for consideration by you and Mr. Leidesdorf. We
already are under heavy obligation to you bots for the grest amount
of time, energy, and experience you have placed at the disposal of
the Institute at considerasble sacrifice to your personel business.
We therelore are Lesitant to meke any further demands upon you.
Tou will understand, I am a;ar-, however, that what 1 have written
is intended to be helpful., And 1 am not unmindful of the fact that
you have &pﬂlﬂd your desire to have the cooperation of the faculty
in these trying days.

Pleuse do not take the time to comment upon taese suggestions
at the moment. 1 am satisfied that they will have your careful
| consideration, and no more is desired, And if there are any
points to be expleined or amplified, 1 am at your service.

Faithfully yours,

Edward dead Earle



Records

From the Shel

mmﬂrectod Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1939 v = T e . B i

y

te and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

CopPX¥

——

18 June 1939

New York Personal and

My dear Mr., Masse:

In view of the possibility that there will shortly be some
changes in the administration of tue Institute for Acvanced Study, I
aa subaitting to you and Mr. Leidesdorf{ certain sug estions wiich it
is hoped will receive the serious consideration of the Trustees., Al-
though they are not in any formal sense proposals from the Faculty,
they do, 1 am confideant, represent the best judgment of a majority of
§y colleagues, You will recall that some of them already have been
discussed with you aad Mr, Leldesdorf by Professor Elnstéin and me
when we recently were granted an interview withn you. Jou will under-
stand, 1 am sure, that tais letter is sritten only with the desire to
be helpful by presenting for consideration some suggestions which other-
wise might be overlooked.

e Choice of the new Birector. It appears to us thet the
position of the new Pirector would be immessurably stromger if he were
to be chosen by a jolnt comnittee of faculty and trustees. The pro-
posal for a joint comaittee is by o seans a radical procedure in the
academic world; just recently the new presideat of Brooklyn College was
chosen in this manner, As the qualifications of the Director involve
both administrative ability and scholarly accomplishment, they should be
scrutinised by trustees and factlty who have special knowléfe of these
respective fields, 4 choice made in this manner would have unanimous
and enthusiastic support. Although we are coanfident that the faculty
will be consulted in any case, we nevertheless feel that the proposed
procedure would be most satisfactory. The members of tue faculty to
serve on the proposed committtee should be elected by the faculty at
large and should not include members of the faculty who also happen to
be members of the Board of Trustees. Ials is, of course, a frankly
democratic procedure; speanking only for myself, I feel that democarcy
&8 a way of 1life and a state of mind is being increasingly Jjustified in
the world at large and that, in perticular, it might have avoided some
of the worst ills from which the institute is now suffering.

2. The Trustees should take into consideration the advivebility
of setting & retirement age for the staff of the Institute, including
members of the faculty and the Director. It would seem edvisable for a
mumber of reasons to set the same retirement age for the Director as is
set for members of the faculty.
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3. Appointment of future members of the faculty. There is the
strongest sort of feeling that future appointaents should be maue by the
Trustees only upon nominstion of the feculty as a whole., HNeither the 1
faculty nor the trustees should be put into the position of rstifying
a8 & matter of course or of rejecting the choices of the Director. Ap-
pointments to the faculty involve almost eatirely the gquestion of scholar-
ly accomplishment (including those qualitiés of character wiich make one

a satisfactory member of an academic community), of which, it will be
gmrd]y-id.ttsd, the faculty is most likely as a generul rule to make
the besteconsidered decisions. In rere instances there may be reasons ror
departing from this procedurs, although such would not seem to be the case.
It might be added thst the Institute has had most success where it itselfl
has followed this method of appointment, namely in the School of Mathe-
matics. Ais each new appointes will be & member of the faculty and of the
Institute community, he siould not be nominated solely by the School of
which he is to be a member,

4. Jaculty trustees, There are at present three meabers of
the faculty who also happen to be members of the boerd of trustees. They
are not representatives of the faculty on the Loard and therefore are in
an agomalous position. If tuere are to continue to be members of tue
faculty on the board of trustees-——as we hope there will be--they should
be there as represeatatives of the faculty, If they are not to be truly
the representatives of their colleagues, it would appear the wiser not to
have them on the Loard at all. ln the existing circumsbances one of the
faculty-trustees was a trustee before he was a2 meaber of the faculty; one
has never shown the least dispodtionf to reprecent ( and sometimes has mis-
represented) hie colleagues; one has found his duties difficult of defl-
nition, It might be wise to have members chosen by the faculty at large
even though the choice be made with some reference to represeatation for
all tiree schools. Ihe number of faculty-trustees need not be fixed but
might be altered with changing circumstances end needs.

5. The budget. 4t is our profound conviction theat by coop-
eration of the Director, the trustees, snd the faculty in the prepars-
tion of the budget, it would be possible to effect substantial economies,
to assure the best possible utilization of the ILustitute's funds, and to
assure & minimum of perscnal favoritisa. ln this same connection the
tructees could be assured that expenditures would Le made with sole con-
sideration to the welfure of the Institute and not with major emchasis
(as hes heretofo e someti e# Leen the case) upon what has been consicered
"cooperation” with Frinceton Universit.. 1 aa reliably informed, for ox-
ample, that the Antioch excavations zre no coancern of the Institute and
wore incurred over the protests of cer.sin mesbers of the School of the
Humanities, including Professor Meritt. They have recently been renewed
in spite of similer protests.

There is in the feculty of the lnstitute an extrsordinarily fine
body of men possessed of loyalty, tecinical competence, and a large measure

of good sense and sagacity. 4t would appear unwise for the Institute to
overlook these very considerable assets.

Respectfully yours,

Edward Hdead Barle
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2 leff!i//f;l'/, June 15, 1938,

Professor Edward M. Earle,
c/o Santanoni Apartments,
Saranac Lake, New York,

My dear Professor Earle:-

Thanks for yours of the 13th. I trust that
You are enjoylng your vacation.

Noting the contents of your letter, I can only
say that I have no further news in the situation, nor do
I know what further moves are being made. My intention
is personally to bring the situation to a focus within
the next week. 8Should anything of interest transpire,

I will advise you.

Yours very truly,
= /%-‘_—_.:
HHM: JR ; =
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THE HANOVER INN

AT DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
HANOVER * NEW HAMPSHIRE

14 June 1939

My dear Nrse Bailey

Flease forgive my tardiness in returning tke
enclosed receipt.

Mrse Morrison, the secretary at kiss Fine's
School, was good enough to give me the name of Miss
Barbara Harper as a‘;;c;;tary. Kiss Herper is a
very superior sort of young woman—nmuch the best
candidate I have interviewed-and I am sure you will
like her. She tells me that matrimony ies not yet on
the horizon and that, in any case, she would wish to
keep her job after marriage, should the latter ma-
terialize. She is a girl of the type of Liss Wise
and Miss Cutter and would fit in well with them. I
am sure that you and Dr. Flexner will agree.

My best salutations

As always ¥
//‘! T2 ML,

I em keeping Miss Wise posted as to ny whereabouts
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[ferson al dnd shicoly
Confrdentral

9 June 1939

Dear Abs

The enclosed letter is verr formal, so that I am adding
this purely prerscnal note.

You will undarstand, I am sure, thaet I hsve coms to the
decision that the proposad dissussion at lunch today would be unwise
only efter the moet caoref:l consideration. It i3 net that I wish tc
avold any responsibility or to shirk any friendly service however
unpleazant. It ls rether bacause 11 le my firm convieticn that your
own bos’ intsrests and the hHest interests of Ale’ Institute wowdd be
betier served by oy not coming. .

You asked yesterday that I %tell you the truth without fear
or favore As & matter of fagt, th=i 18§ precisely what I have been
trying %o do in inmum-able gonversations during the past three
yearss I have expressed to you my alarm on 2 mumber of points, more
spegifically: your policies vis a vis "rincoton University; your re-
fusal to zdmit the cxistonce of anti-Semitism In this community; your
openly expressed conteompt ‘or fellow-membors of the faguliy, some-
times %aking the form of personal abuse; your insistence upen dealing
with us (oxscept the hathemiticiane) as individuale not as members of
the sovaeral schools or of the Pas:liy os o whole; your resistance to
a meagure of ragulty participation in vit-l daclsions; your refusal
to transmit to the Trustees a respectful and modest request for such
participetion; your progcedure in the rost resent eppointmsnte in the
Scheool of Lsoncxles and Pelitles, wilch vioclates svery tenet of long-

|'@sstablighad and universally respected principles of scholarly comm-

' nities; your marked faveritiem toward individusls (including, doubt~ -
less, mo myself) and toward certain subects; nclally econoumics; an
ingreasing tendensy to make ex parte deci-icms.

It has not been pleasant for me to tell you these things,
and it has not besn pleasant for you tc hear thems It would have been
easier for me to tell you what you wculd have liked to hear--namely
that all is well in the best of possible scadenic werlds. If I were
to see you today and dideuss all of these matters again, nothing new
would tc added. I mow from bitter experiemce that you do not wel-
cone critlclism, however friendly, which expressef disagresmsnt with
some of your policies and attitudes. What I-—who owe'you so much and
who hold you in sc deep an affection— feel and see is felt and seen
in more marked degree by other members of the Fagulty. I could at
best express only a small amount of the prevailing diearffectione

Flease believe me that all of this proceeds from one who
stil]l would make every decision primarily from the point of view of
what 1a best for you and for the great reputatiion which you have
built up over the years. Always affestionately
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9 June 19%

Dre« Abraham Flemner, Dirsctor
The Institute for Advansed Study
150 Bast Seventy-second Street
New York
My dear Dr. Flexmer

After the woat careful delibaration I have come
to the conglusion that no useful purpose could be served by wy
coming %o lunch with you and 'rse Ploxner today. From what you
told me; and from what I learmed from Professor leritt in two
long interviows, I gather that the subjects to be discussed are
the administration of the Institute end the prevalence of die-
satisfaction and dlsaffestion in the rFagulty. During the past
two or three years I have frequently and with the vimost frank-
ness expressed to you umy views cn the problems cf the Insiitutej
anything whish I might add would only bs in further support of
what I elready have saids As to the Faculty, there is indeed a
eritical situation which nc single mewber can sdequately dessribe.
And ap I feel that I already have done ny share in trying to ex-
plain the fundamental gauses of this situaticn, there is little
that I could add at this time.

Sincerely yours

Edward Mead Earle
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. ‘ THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

9 June 1939

Dre. Abraham Flexner, Director

The Institute for Advanced Study

150 East Seventy-second Street

New York
My dear Dr. Flexmer

After the most careful deliberation I have come to

the conclusion that no useful purpcse could be served by my
coming tc lunch with you and lkrs. Flexmer today. From what you
told me, and from what I learned from Professor Meritt in two
long interviews, I gather that the subjects to be discussed are
the administration of the Institute and the prevalence of dis-
satisfaction and disaffection in the Faculty. During the past
two or three years I have frequently and with the utmost frank-
ness expressed to you my views on the problems of the Institute;
anything which I might add would only be in further support of
what I already have said. As to the Faculty, there is indeed a
critical situation which no single member can adequately describe.
And ae I feel that I already have done my share in trying to ex-
plain the fundanental causes of this situation, there is little

that I could add at this time.

Sincerely yours

Edward Mead Earle
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Property of E. M. Earles
Personal and strictly confidential.

57 Cleveland Lane
Princeton, N. J.
9 June 1939

Dear Abe

The enclosed letter is very formal, sc that I am adding
this purely personal nots.

You will understand, I am sure, that I have come to the
decision that the proposed discussion at lunch today would be unwise
only after the most careful consideration. It is not that I wish to
avoid any responsibility or to shirk any friendly service however
unpleasant. It is rather because it is my firm conviction that your
own best interests and the best interests of the Institute would be
better served by oy not coming.

You asked me yesterday that I tell you the truth without fear
or faver. As a matter of fact, that is precisely what I have been
trying teo do in irmumerable conversations during the past three years.
I have expressed to you my alarz on a number of points, more specifi-
cally: your policies vis a vis Princeton University; your refusal to
admit the existence of enti-Semitism in this community; your openly
expressed contempt for fellow-members of the Faculty, sometimes
taking the form of personal abuse; your insistence upon dealing with
us (except the Mathemeticians) always as individuals not as nembers of
the several schools or of the Faculty as & whole; your resistance to
a8 measure of Faculty participation in vital decisions; your refusal
to transmit to the Trustees a respectful and modest request for such
participation; your preocedure in the mest recent appointments in the
School of Econormics and Politics, which viclates every tenet of long-
established and universally respected principles of scholarly commu-
nities; your marked favoritism toward individuale (including, doubt-
less, me myself) and toward certain subjects, notably economics; an
increasing tendency to make aqbarte decisions.

It has not been pleasant for me to tell you these things,
and it has not been pleasant for you to hear thems It would have been
easier for me to tell you what you would have liked to hear—namely
that all is well in the best of possible academic worlds. If I were
to see vou today and discuss all these matters again, nothing ndw
would be added. I know from bitter experience that you do not wel-
come criticism, however friendly, which expresse§ disagreement with
some of your policies and attitudes. What I-—who owe you so much and
who hold you in so deep an affection—feel and see is felt and seen
in more parked degree by other members of the Faculty. I cculd at
best express only 2 small amount of the prevailing disaffection.

Please believe me that all of this proceeds from cne who
still would meke every decision primarily from the point of view of
what is best for you and for the great reputation which you have
built up over the years.

Always affectionately
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June 8, 1989

Professor Edward Mead Earle
67 Cleveland Lane
Princeton, New Jersey -

ily dear !rofesszor Earles

I nm sending you herewith check of ths

Institute for Advanced Study for $141.87 for your

expenses in 1956-190¥, as loliowss

ESB

Tripe to Kew York
mt. m' IGV. .17—18. 21-22
Lec, 12«13, 2122, iprii 1519

Trip to Kasniagton
April 2529 58.15

Superintendent of Locumentis
Pureliise of Government ducuments 15,00

P

Very truly yours,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

June 2, 1939

Dear Mr, Flexmer:

I have just received word that Dr. Albert K. Weinberg, whose
application for membership in the Institute is before you, has been
appointed to give the six Albert Shaw lectures in Diplomatic History
at Johns Hopkins University during the coming winter. This lecture-
ship is, as you know, one of the real distinctions which can be
awarded an American historian and will add considerably to Dr.
Weinberg's reputation. The lectures will in no way interfere with
the plans which we have under consideration for him here, but would

seem t0 me to make his membership even more important,

Sincerely yours,

/.

Edward Mead Ezrle

Dr. Abraham Flexner
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; THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

May 29, 1939

¥y dear Dr. Flexner:

I am sending you enclosed a brief biographical sketch of
Dr, Alfred Vagts. In addition to his academic gqualifications
he is, as you know, the husband of ¥iriam Beard, hence a son-
in-law of Charles A. Beard. 4s I told you over the telephone
the other day, I should like very much to have Vagts here next
year, He estimates that he would need $2,000 to cover the dif-
ferential between his living costs a2t Baylordsville, Connecticut
and at Princeton. If he comes, Mirism Beard will be here with
him and would participate in the seminar which I hope to have,

I have slready put before you the names of Thomas A. Bailey
end Albert K. Weinberg. As I explained to you over the telephone,
my preferences as regards these men are in the following order:
first, Bailey, second, Vagts, and third, Weinberg.

———— —

Sincerely,

7%,

Edward lead Earle

Dr. Abrahsm Flexner
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Alfred Hermenn Friedrich Vaztg was born on Decamber 1, 1892, at Basbeck, a
village in Horthern Hanover; visited schools in his native village, in Ctterndorf

and Hanover; studied history, including that of literature and the arts in the

University of Munich, from Easter 1912; Jjoined the Prussian Army in August,

1914, as a volunteer and left it Christmas, 1918, as an officer; resumed studies

in 1919, which henceforth included pnlitical science and internat ional law, but

was forced by the inflation to do editorial and publishing work from the end of

1919; did much translating in the following years. From 1923 until 1927, assis-

tent at the newly founded Institute of Foreizn Affairs in Hamburg, headed by the

late Professor A. Mendelssohn Bartholdy; wrote numerous articles zrnd reviews on

foreizn affeirs for German scientific periodicals; studied 1924~5 in the Yale

Graduate School; Ph.D. of the University of Hamburg in 1927 with the highest honors;

1927-30 on a Rockefeller Fellowship in the United States; 1930-2 archival studies

at Berlin and Hamburg, preparing for the so-called habilitation; left Germany at

the end of 1932 for studies in London; after beginning of Hitler regime preferred

not to return to Germany for every possible reason except the racial one, but came

to U,S. ;instead. Since then writing, lecturing, tezchinz a course on American

diplomatic history in Harvard University and Badcliffe College, 2nd semester of

the year 1937-8, Chairman of the G.L, Beer Prize Committee of the American His-

torical Association. During the last four years studying military history, be-

sides preparing 2 history of the Bzlance of Power Idea. Married; one son; Lutheran, .

Publications: .
Mexico, Europa und Amerika. 3Berlin, 1927, "with special reference to oil r

policies," -=---= Deutschland und die Vereinisten Staaten in der Weltpolitik,

1935, 2 vols. =-- A History of Militarism, 1937.

Since 1933, articles and reviews in American Historical Review, New Republic,

Harper's Monthly, Social Research, Zeitschrift fur Sozialforschung.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
School of Economiocs and Politics

The Institute for Adwanced Study

to Edward Mead Earle

May 20, 1989

Expenses, academic year 1938-1939 to date, as follows:

Trips to lNew York: October 18~19 (for report to Carmegie Cor-

’u\u- re European trip; meeting at Social Sciemce Re-
search Council); November 17-18, 21-22, Desember 12-13,

(Research and study groups, Couneil om Foreign Relations,

on problems of natiomal dohnn); Degember 21«22 (work at

New York Publie Library and Library of Columbia University;
luncheon meeting with Professor Warren); April 18-19, dittoy

lay 3-5 (meeting of Asademy of Politicul Sciense).

On eash

of these occeasions other business was transacted on Insti-

tute matters in addition to main purpose of trip:

Railway fares $17.22
Hotels 24,00
Taxie T«60
lisals 20,00

Trip to Washington, April 25-29, to attend meeting of imeri-
can Soeclety of Intermatiomal Lew and meeting of program
camittee for forthooming meeting of American Historieal

Assoclations
Railway and Pullman fares #12.70
Hotel 51.60
lioals 9450
Taxis 2.20
Gratuities 2.15

Superintendent of Documents, deposit on assount of

purchase of Govermment documents

Check of Hational Hewark & Essex Banking Co.'©
June 5, 1333 No. 2715

§68.72
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June 2, 1939 :
E
\
Dear Dr, Flaxner
As you know, Vestermann at Columbia is the person with whom :
* I am in the most intimate tcuch in the fileld of Anclent History '

and I am therafore sending you his letter of May Jlst reg riing

Profegsor TRubler, His statement of the case is prett: discourag-
<_—_,#

ing, but I think substantially accurate.

I shall, of course; be £lad to mnke a furthar search, if rau
deem it advisable, Dut I s:n wondering whether perhaps Prefesnsor
lowe is not the porson to talte this matter im hand. His ac-
quaintance in THubler's f1sld and among the olassiclsts is so

much more extensive than mine both hers and abroad.

As .lm..

Edward ¥aad Barle

&

Enclosure -
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Dr. Flexner has just received word .
that Professor Jewkes will mot be able to make
nis proposed visit to the Institute.  Inasmuch
as Dr. Fismmer prosised ¥r. Slosus that tis

-~ ¥

Institute wouid release tic roms at the riaceton
I&mmm.-Mh.nummv
mﬂnwhmyﬂmmuﬂnun
office &t the Priscetos Inu. #uy i motily Mr, Slocum
th:t the room will be free begimniug way 157
Slncerely yours,
S ESTHER 8. Sanliil

Professor Edward kiead Earle
57 Cleveland Lane
Princeton, New Jersey
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/ THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
May 13, 1939

Dr, Abraham Flexmer
20 Nassau Street
Hew York City

¥y dear Dr. Flexner:

As I told you the other day, I have received avplications for ad-
mission to the School of Economics and Politics for the academic year
1939-40 from Dr. Albert K, Veinberz of the Johns Hopkins University
and Professor Thomas A. Bailey of Stanford University.

Dr. Weinberg is a distinguished ycung scholar who has published
an illuminating study on Kanifegt Destiny dealing with the exparsionist
tendencies in Americean foreign relations during the past 150 years. He
has been teaching for the past six years in the Wa%m 2 Hines Page School
of International Affairs and in the John Hopkins University. He is at
present engaced in an important study on the principle of isolation as
it has menifested itself in American history. As you kmow, this subjct
is of primary importsnce at the present time. Dr. Weinberg's spnlication
is supported enthusiastically by Professor Philip Jessup of Columbia =nd
by Dr. Isaiah Bowman and Professor Arthur I. Lovejoy, XKent Roberts
Creenfield, Ceorge Boas, ané W. Stull Holt of Johns Hoplrins.

Professor Bailey is one of the ablest young historians in the United
States. He first attracted attention by an illuminating articles in the
Americen Historical Review on the sinking of the Lusitznia, He based this
article upon extensive research in government archives in both Great Britain
snd Cermany and made 2 notable contribution with the szlient facts from the
log of the submarine which senk the liner., He also has written an excellent
volume on Thecdore Roosevelt and the Japanese question in Czlifornia and
has recently had accepted for publication a volume on the Eistory of
Amerigen Forelen B-1=tions, portions of the manuscript of which I have read
with enthusiasm. He is now engazed on the history of the foreizn pelicy of
Herbtert Hoover to be based upon Mr. Hoover's personal and offiecial papers
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Dr. Abraham Flexmer -2- May 13, 1939

to which Professor Bailey has unrestricted access.

To have these men here next year would be =2 zreat credit to the
Institute and would laumch our work in intern=ational relations under the
most favorable possible circumstances, Dr. Weinberg would need a stipend
of about $2500 and Professor Bailey about $1200, Althouzh I realize that
the Institute funds are so restricted for next year that it may be virtually
imposesible to assi these funds out of the budget, I am confident that
they con be raisedgggzzbi other sources. In any case, I feel that the ap-
pointment of these men as members of the School of Economics and Politics
is of such transcending importance that every possible effort should be
made to bring them to Princeton. This is the sort of thing in which Mr,
Eeppel has expressed considerable interest from time to time and I have
recently had intimations from Miss Walker that she would be glad to help
in something of this kind.

I shall hope to have the opportunity of talking with you about this
further,

Sincerely yours,

A

Edward Mead Earle
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Professor Earle telephoned to find out when the budget would be
made up, as he had a few things to talk to you about. I told him
that the Board would meet on May 22 this year and that the Committee
wuld meet the latter part of April probably. I asked if there
were anything particular he had in mind. He said that the most
important was provision for Dr. Herz who should be associated primarily
with the Institute next year and learn American history and government
which with his knowledge of international law should ensble him to get
a good post in an American university after his year here. I told
Professor Earle that Dr. Herz was already placed on the list at §1,500.00
a year, and you were very hopeful that this could be managed. He was
much pleased.

Professor Barle is going to have the rest of his tonsils
removed and will be quiet for a while afterwards as a matter of
precaution, so that he will be away for a few weeks.

darch 25, 1939 ESB



Records of the Office of the Director/ Faculty Files/ Box 6/ Earle, Edward Mead: 1939
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

1206-A

J

CHECK

S

—+=+1 WESTERN

ACCT'G INFMN.

NIGHT NIGHT
MESSAGE LETTER
NIGHT SHIP
LETTER RADIOGRAM|
Patrons id check class of service

desired; otherwise message will be

:
\ - T ( R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. . WiLLEVER \
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICK- T

TIME FILED

rd

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

February 16, 1939
Dr. S. J. Crowe
The Jonns Hopkins Hospital
Baltimore, daryland

Earle cannot keep appdintment tomorrow at twelve

but will comsmnicate 'ith you a ligile later Miny thanks

Abraham Flexmer

(Cherge Institutc for Advanced Study)

WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES.
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Dear Profe.gor Wunros
Thank you for your kind and reascuring note of Deccember
30th. Farle's illncss is a irivial affair, but his doctor thinks
that it will be s:fer for him to be quiet until every vestige of
it disesppears. I read him your note over the tclephione ~nd he .as \
: very wuch gleased. I hope that he wiil be aol(; to t-ke advantage
of your invitztion &nd go to southzsrn CaliTormia in ths spring to
tzke up the work which he had planned for the winter. He is in }
excellent gpirits. He is resding =nd writing, snd gives no |
externel evidence whatsoever that there is anything the matter with :
him. The infection of the tonsils is the only thing th:t hgs been
discovered and his physi.cians are confident thst aith rest it will
digappear, |
‘ Many thanks for your holiday greetings. I hope that you
and your assoclates may have a happy New Year and many uore yet to
come. -
Sincerely yours,

Professor William B. Munro ABRI__\HAM FLEXNENK

Dabney Hall of .the Humanities
California Institute of Technology
Pasadena. California
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