
MINUTES OF FBGUIAR UEETIlUG OF 

THE INSTITWE FOR D A N C E D  STUDY 

October 14, 1935 

A regular meeting of the Trustees of the institute for Advanced 

Study m s  held at the Uptam Club, 60 East 42nd Street, X m  York City, on, 

Idonday, October 34, 1935, 

Present: Mssra. Aydelotte, Edgar S. Bamberger, Louis Bmberger, 

Carre 1, Flemer, F r i e d e m l d ,  Hardf n, Boughton, Leideador f, Phass, Straus, 

Yeblen, Teed, Xrs, Fulds and Hiss Sabin. 

Absent and axcusod: litL Stewah. 

The C h a i r m a n  pro sf ded. 

The minutes of the annual meking  and the regular n e t i n g  held on 

A p r i l  22, 1935, having been distributed, t h e i r  reading tvas dispensed d t h ,  

and they mra approved. 

&. &ass, Chairman of the  C d t t s e  on Buildings and Grounds, re- 

ported that amt the  request of t ho  Committee he b d  made a depos i t  of $10,000 

~ d t h  t h e  Princeton Bank and Trus t  C m p y  to be used i n  acquiring properties 

which form an integkal  part of t he  plo t  upon -hick the Coxmiittee on Buildings 

nncl Grounds had aecured opt ions,  the same to be expended under the d i r e c t i o n  

of the; Committee on Buildings and Grounds in %he acquisition of such part of 

tlne property ns was than under foreclosure and tha sale of which m s  irraainent. 

Thereupon, on motion, it was 

RESOLVED, That t h e  action of  the Treasurer in 
mking such deposit for  the  purposes above set for th  
and the application of t h e  same under the direct ion of 
t h  C d t t o a  on Buildings and Grounds be and hereby 
are in a l l  respects ratified, a f f i m d ,  and apprmed. 



The following report of the Director was presented and, on motion, 

ordered to be i ~ c o r p o r a t e d  in the minutes of the  meeting: 

Since the report, which I submitted to the Soard at i t s  

A p r i l  meeting, the loug vacation has brought an exbrnal l u l l  so that 

there i a  nothing of a striking nature that I can record  at the beginning 

of this, the third working year of *ha fnst itUte f o r  Advanced Study. 3u.t; 

t h i s  does not mean that the individuals assocla.t;ed with the Institute 

ham beon idle. Quite to the  contrary. Semral of t he  workers r e m a b d  

5n Princeton during the entirs summer i n  order t a  complete in t h e  library 

at Fine Hal l .  work upon which they had been engaged during the preceding 

months. The members of the  ma%hel=tlcal group mingled rest: snd work 

during the long sumer vacation, some of them in thf s country ,  som of 

them abroad. While Professor Veblen m s  alternating the chopping of 

wood with mthenatical Ghinlcing in his surrner home in Ihine, Frof e ssor  

my1 was cmbin ing  his recreation w i t h  contacts w i t h  ,mthe-mticiaas in 

Cambridge (~n~land} and on the coatinen* outside of Gemany. Professor 

van N e m m  gaw a course of lec tures  on t he  5nvitation of Professors 

Bard y and Fowler at Cambridge (zngland 1 and subsequently 115th Prof es sar 

Alexander and h o f a s s o s  k f sche tz  attended a mathematical congress in 

Nosam. Prafcsssr Einstein wro te  me that h8 was spending his mornings 

at work at Old L p ,  Connecticut, and his atternoans i n  sailing a boat 

on Long Island Sound, EI a very important sense, thorefore, the work 

of the Inst i tute  never ceases, though I have made no prt i cu lar  e f f o r t  

t o  lreep up with  the different  mathods by which those contleeted ~ 5 t h  it, 

whether as professors or workers, e p n d  t h e i r  timo. 

It 9 s  gratiffing to report  tha t  of the re1orkers last year soma 

have returned to the posts from which they had leave of absence, a fex 

continue at +he Inst i tute ,  mhile others have succeeded in obtaining places, 



desp i t e  the conkauante of the depression. Dr, Brauer, who m s  

Professor %yl% assistant, has reoeived an excellent appointment as 

assistant professor fn the University of Toronto. Dr. Vanderslica, who 

was Professor Veblen's assistant for t w o  years, has accepted a post at 

h h i g h  University: Dr. Jacobson, formerly Professor Tkylls ass9skiit, a 

position at Bryn %wr College. Dr. Pdolaky has a position at the 

Universiw of Cincinnati, Dr. &ria at  DUb Thi~ersity, Dr. banehUoIIf;-- 

gomry at Smith Collage, Dr. Nathan at the Collage of the City of New 

York, Dr. Sagen at the University of &mesotas Dr. sch;nberg at h r t h -  

more College, Dr. Zener at Washington University, e tc .  Professor 'tTd.sh 

has been promoted to a professorship at Earnard, and Professor Vhrd has 

been promoted in rank and salary i n  the C a l i f o r n i a  Ins t i tu te  of Tachno1oe;y. 

It is thus apparent that already experience at t he  I n s t i t u t e  is recognized 

by ool leges  and unl~ersities as an additional qual5f5cation for academtc 

appo inhen t .  f have recently been shorn the mnuscripta o f  two papars 

on university education in the United States, both written by prominant 

~lathematfcians and both pointing to the creation of the In s t i t u t e  as the 

ne& log ica l  step that was needed toround out American f a c i l i t i e s  Ln 

higher education. 

I da n o t  repart tb above ~ z i t h  any s p i r i t  of complacency, for 

I ~ e a l i z e  t h a t  errirrence is something to be mintaiwd by conkinuous effort. 

If we have been fortunate in our original appointments in the f i e l d  of 

mathematics, .rye will not continuo fortunate unless m keep clearly before 

us the ideals snd a* 1~9ich l ed  to the f o r m t i a n  of the  mthematical 

$rw?* 

F'rofessor T4arsct, who became a professor in the School of 

ihthematics on the f i r s t  of July, i s  l iv ing at the  Graduate College of  

Princeton University and is entar ing with enthusiasm in to  tho l i f e  an8 

work of the =.Inst i tu te ,  IIE: 5s  proposing to o f f o r  n seminar in his o m  



f i e l d  and in addition during the  rminter to complete t b  prepmt ion of 

a monograph which wi l l  be published in Paris* 

The numbor of workers during the present year is about the 

same as the number last year, R includes scholars a f  reputation 

f r o m  England, Eblgium, Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia, D,~itzerland,  

Poland, and a m b e r  of mthenaticians holding important academic posts 

in American universities, and soveral younger men who show promise. 

The two new schools - the one d e ~ o t e d  t o  humanistic study 

and the  other deaoted to economics and pol5tic.s - are s t i l l  embryonic. 

Professor b o f s k y  spent the summar vrorking in I t a ly  f n  the Vatican 

Library a t  Rome and is now wor?&ng in Princeton. Professor Ikritt is 

at the moment in Oxford on the imi ta t ion  of Professor Gilbert  krray 

to Lecture there. He will go later to Athens for the purpose of 

gatharing material for the study of reoent excavations in the Agora, 

probably the mast important piece of excavation t ha t  has bosn attempted 

in many decades. Efo has been designated by the American School of 

Classical Studies at Akkens as t h e  person to study a11 inscriptions, and 

ho will bring with him an his return t o  ?rinceton c o q l e t e  impressions 

of all inscriptions that have been unea*hed since the excamtians began 

several years ago. These reproductions will be t h o  property of the 

I n s t i t u t e  and m i l l  const i tu te  the most considerable body of Greek in- 

s c r i p t i o n s  to be found in any single ins t i tu t ion  in  t he  world  e t h  the 

exce f i ion  of the collection at Berlin, which unfortunately for Hellenistic 

scholarship has in reoent years bean allowed to decline. 

Of the m e m b e r s  of t h ~  School of Econmics and Politics, 

Professors Riefler and Jitrany are already In Princeton. Professor 

Etramy was dotained a f o r t n i g h t  in order to attend an internat-ionnl 

conference t h a t  had been c a l l e d  to met in London. Professor Earle 



i s  well on the way to convsfescenca and may be in Princeton in the 

course o f t h e  autum or ~ f i n t ~ r r  His recovery is, according to h28 

physicians, complete, and he needs now only the patience ~ X c h  t R l i l l  

restore his strength.  I ham urged h i m  to go slowly so as to avoid 

any pos s ib i l i t y  of a recurrence, and in t h i s  effo* his physicians 

have co8pemted. 

Beyond this  general stutemnt t h e r e  is nothing definite to 

be added to the report which f submittad in A p r i l .  It is clear tha-t 

the budget which was ado@ad in April mill prove to be slightly in 

excess of our actual  needs. I shall in t he  course of the meeting 

submit a motion dealing with t h i s  subject. 

The Comaittee on Buildings and bounds  found i t s e l f  compelled 

t o  act suddenly during the sumner and bofare this report i a  reached in 

the course of the meting wi l l  ham asked that i t s  nctfon be ratified. 

It will a l s o  ke ir position to submit a further recamnendation. 

I trust  that by th time +he midwinter meeting t a b s  place I 

m y  be able to acquaint tha Board more d0f i n i t e ly  with the  aativit ies  

of the Inst i tute  during the first tam and ~ 5 t h  plans for t h s  f o l l d n g  

year. 

T h  mlations bebeen the In s t i t u t e  and Princeton Un5vorsit.y 

continue to be ideal. h e  cannot but marvel that an institution l i k e  

Primeton University a h o s t  ttvo hundred years o ld  should so readily and 

so generously h v e  accommodated i tself  to the needs of the  Institute, 

which is just in tho making* Pmsident Dodds, Dean Eissfiart, 

W. mintringor, Lk. Garould (llbrarinn), and a l l  tho xrwmbors of the 

facul*y have manifested the utmost i n k r e s t  in the daoe3opmnt o f  tho 

Lastit& and have done everything in their pmer t o  facilitate its co- 

o p r a t l o n  with -t;ho Unimrs Sty. 



Mr. Bardin, Chairman of the Finance Connittee, s t a t e d  that the report 

of .the Finance Crrmit;tee ~rduld appear in the report of the  Treasurer. 

The Treasures pr0sar;ted a detailed report of t he  finances of the 

Znsti tute,  including a balance sheet as at June 30, 1935, staternent of income 

and expense for the p a r  ended June 30, 2955, and estimated budget far the year 

ending June 30, 1936. Copies of this report  were distributed to the Trustees, 

On motion, t he  repart of the  Treasurer was accepted and ordered to be 

placed on f i l e .  

&. &ass, Ckairmn of t he  Committee on Buildings and Grounds, 

presented t h e  fo l lming report  : 

The Committee on Buildings and Growde desires to soport 

that after a s u m y  covering a period of a h a s l  t w ~  years, having in 

mind t he  admntage of proximity to the Princeton-fihrary. accessibility 

to Fine Hall, and o the r  kindred consideratima, 5t has comluded to 

reconmend the  acquisition of a site. 

Conversations conducted by t h e  g%rec%br ~ 5 t h  the authol*.jrt;ies 

of Princeton University indicate a w i l l i n p m  oh the y W  of the  %I%- 

m r s i t y  to coaperate in t b  ohoice of a srte which, bg reason of its 

contiguity . t o  tho property now owned by the Uni=rsi%y, would lend 

itself admirably to f'uture denelopments. The acquisition of the 

proper ty  in question lmZd tend to insure the p e m e n c a  of a develop- 

ment of both the University and t h e  Institute mrithut fear of en~Pmch-. 

ment by private building; enterprises and affordt a substaxltial measure 

of protect ion to landscaping and architectural features of the ent i re  

project. 

Sn conformity with %Pis tenkatf ve mders tanding, t h e  Bsti- 

t u t e  has sacured options on oxtensive propertfss totalling almost t ~ v o  

hundred acms, which, while no$ in the Borough of Princeton, are in  



substance an exbansion af  the Unimrsityts real estate  holdings. 

Located outside of the Borough, they hve a adpantage of lo~mer 

assessed valuatim and I n w  taxation, the assessed valuation presently 

being $34,075 and tho taxes about 31,000 per amm, 

To enable us to obtain these opt ions,  the Treasurer made a 

deposit of $10,000 in a special account mith the Princeton Bank and 

Trust Company, of 7,vhich $3,100 mas used to acquire one piece of pro- 

perty then under fo rec losu ra  and the sale of which ms iminent;  the  

balance of $6,900 remains unused. Options on t he  remainder of the  

p r o p e d y  run until the end of Xovembsr and e n t a i l  a total expenditure 

of about i;175,000* ';hen the exercfse of these optfons will have beon 

completed, there remain to be acquired two  or three smaller proper t ies  

for which at present no negotiations are under my, but the c o s t  of 

which should not exceed an additional $75,000. 

The Committee, therefore, recornends that an appropriation 

not to exceed $250,000 be authorized to be expended under the direction 

of the C o d t t e e  on Buildings and Grounds, in its discretion, Tar the 

acquisition of the proper t ies  nm under oj&ion and such addittonal 

propsh ies  as may be desmd requisite. 

Tha report  of the C a m i t t e e  on Buildings and Grounds was accepted 

and thereupon, on motion, it a s  

RESOL'ITED, That s sun not exceeding Two hundred f i f ty  
thousand Dollars ($250,000) be and hereby is appropriated that 
*he Committee on Buildiags and Grounds, in its discretion, nay 
acquire properties now maor o p t i o n  and such additional proporkies 
as m y  be doemd requisite f o r  the Inst i tute  for Advanced Study. 

The Director stated the adrtsability of Paving tho nssursnco of 

appropriations f a r  grants made n year in advance in order that the profasscrs 

w i t h  universfties regarding loam of absonco of candidates for grants and 



requested t ha t  the policy heretofore pursued should be follomed. 

Thereupon, on motion- it mas 

IESOLWD, That t h e  swn of Ilhi&y thousand 13011ars ($30,000) 
shall be inoluded in t h e  budget for the ysar 1936-1937 to be dis- 
t r ibuted as f o l l a v s  : Tmerzty ehousand Dollars (~20,000) f o r  grants 
in the field of mathamtics and Ten thousand Dollars  {$10,~00) in 
t h e  field of mathemtical physics, 

The Director stated that it was evident that the actual  ex~enditures 

for 1935-1936 would be aomer~hnt below tho estimatad budget and, inasmuoh as 

the  two new departments would have certain needs in the  my o f  furniture, 

books, e tc .  that were no t  covered in the Sudget, he requested author i ty  to 

transfer unexpended sums up to the mount of the budget voted4 Thereupon, 

on motion, it was  

RESOLW, T a t  the Direc tor  be and hereby is authorized, 
in his discretion, to transfer unexpended sums up to t h  amount 
of the budgst w t e d . .  

The Director r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he h d  conferred with the  President of 

Princeton b i v e r s i ~ y  regarding the ddsirabrlity o f  creating a c- t tee of 

ffm krustaea of each institution to confer at  their pleasure regarding quee- 

tions of interest to b o t h  insSitut5ons, whereupon, on motion,  it was 

RESOLSCD, T h a t  $he Chairrrrm be and hereby is auGhorized 
to appoint a c o m i t t e a  of fim Trustees of the In s t i t u t e  for 
Advanced Study to met w i t h  a sinilar c o m i t t e e  appointed by 
the  Trustees of Princeton University* 

The Chairman stated t h e  desimbizity of holding a meeting at 

Princeton, and afier discussion it was, on notion,  

RESOLVED, That the annual meting  be held in Princetof;, 
&N Jersey, Sefore A p r i l  15, 1936, t he  precise d a t e  to be set, 
In the discretion af the Director, 

There boing m further business, on motion, the meeting 

adjourned. 


