
20 April 1959

Dear And.r8·

When the Trustees of the Institute were here for their
annual meeting, I had a chance to talk with the Chairman of
the Board and the Treasurer sbout the terms of the recapture
claUlle for professors I houses. I presented to th8'1l both "'Y'
integral formula and your version, which is simpler and soone­
what ore favorable to the owner. They" expresse a fim
preference tor the integral for:nil.a, regarding it as just and
appropriately generous, and they instructed e to use it in
our future dealings. They also se_d disturbed over the
logically possible, if in fact unlikely, abuses of your version,
whereby an owner could pay off a ortgage iTlrllediately prior to
selling his house to the Institute. In all of this, I thought
that you would prefer not to have your rurne involved, and I
did not involve it.

It is nive in Princeton, and we miss you. I hope that
it is nive in Paris too.

All the best,

Robert Oppenheimer

Professor Andre Weil
3 rue Auguste-Conte
Paris 66

France
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6 April 1959

Dear AD:lr81

With regard to the repurchase option provisions, I do
not WllIlt to del.a3" your concluding these arrangements. All they
stand, they conf01"ll to what the F1mmce C ttee of the Board
of Trustees has asked us to do. In the past, we have, in one
83 or another, tI1"~tten provi8io both re favorable to a

profesllor and far less favorable to a professor than those in
your agre nt. I llhould be glad to discuss the suggestion
that when your r ge is paid off, all prof!ts from the reeal
of your house and lot accrue to you, wi th the Finance C :dttee
_en tbery at here later this on • If tt y approve of your

s estion, I will Wldertake to write an endors nt to that
effect, to be attached to the repurchase option provisions, and
to be binding on the Institute.

sign
prabl

I tbiro..k th t under t_ese con
rent provisions, and

With od wishes,

ons, you n ea" ly
ruily forget a ut these

Robert Oppenheim! r

Professor Andre Weil
Til Ir' tit.ute for AdVlll1ced Stud;y
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'1ike said Weil would be asking to see you

~
a ut this. He has one beef: No.3, (b).

\)J is emory is that in Jan or Feb of 1958
he talked with you about this, and that,
without making any commitment, you had
been receptive to the idea of oaial!i"1!
making it so that when the entire~
mortgage is paid off, the entire appreciation
would belong to him.

I said we would call him to make an appt.
(he is anxious to get matter settled before
leaving at end of this week).
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I TlTtrr fOR ADVA ED STUDY

A E' ElL

Repurchase Option Pr visl ns

-----------------------------------...---------------------------
The Gr ntor, r r It.f, Its success rs

hare y reserves the rIght, privile e, and ptlon to

and asslgna, I
repurchase

th above-descrlb d remlsea and hereby asaumes the bil atl n to

repurchaa. tha same fro th Grantees, and the Grantees, for

II
them lves, their h Irs and assIgn, her by give an gr nt t

I

the

Grant a.

2. The d ath or th survivor a. betw en both of the

~. The c a.atlon of us f the remises by both of

the Orantees s th Ir prlncip I an pers nal residence.

Th r purchase rice u n the occurrenc ~f any of

the abov events shall be s ch prl as hall be mutuall agre d

u on In wrltln by lhe partIes within thirty (30) ~ays after tht

ccurrtn or the event. In th vent, however, that the parties

art unable so to agree, the r purchase prlc shall b deter Ined

aa follOW t

(e) If the then ppralse rk t valua of th
premlsps Is qu 1 to or loss than the total ori Inal
cost of the remlsas (Includln the c st of the lot
plus capital imor vent from tim to time adde
thar to), the r purcha•• prIce .hall b equal to
the then app Ised f Ir rkct value.

(b) If the then a prals 11 rket lUG f the
premises exceeds th total origInal cost~then the
repurchase price shall be qual to the lotal orl­

Inal cost plu such percentag f the exce.a r
th then appraised kket value over the total
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original c st as ahall be equal to the avarage
ratio (for tha perl~d fro th ate of this deed
t the ccurr nce glvln~ right to the r chase
ptl n). of the direct Invest nt of the Grantesa

In t he pre la I (excludln the unp Jd balance of
any loans or other contrl utlon. by the Grantor),
to the saJd t tal rl I I cost.

The appraised v lue of the pre Ises ahall be deter­

min d by an I artlal appraJser design ted by mutual agree ent

of the partie. within forty (40) ay. aft r the occurrence of the

event hlch Ivas ria to the repurch e opt! on and ohllgaUon.

If the art Ie cannot or do not a r 8 upon the a praiser wJthln

the tl specJfle • th n h sh 11 be dealgnated, upon application,

of either p rty, by the Ju ge th n sitting In the Superior C urt I
I

of J raey, Chancery IvI,I"n, lerc r County, ew ICy. The

desl nated a praiser shall sub,Jt Is apprals 1 f th premll s

In wrltln to hath parties wit In twenty (20) days after notice

to m of his designation. The cost of a raisal shall be borne

equally y th artles.

11 capJtal I rov nla upon the re mile de by

the Orantees shall he certified to th Grantor by a notarize

wrltt n atate ent.

Closing settlem nt shall take place n the re ur­

chase tthln thirty ( 0) daYI after sub~I'slon of the apprallal.

Cony yanc of the premise. on re urch ae ahall b by bargain and

aale deed ith covenants against the grantors, fra and clear of

all 11 ns and encum ranees, exce t the ulJdJng and uae reatrlc-

tions her.lnabov~ let forth.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINcrrON. NEW JERSEY

SCHOOL OF KATB::DU.nCS Chicago, July 15, 19Sc.

kind teleg­
and very

ear ~r.Oppanheimer,

Heartiest thanks for your
ram. I am very happy about it
grateful.

ith best w shes for a pleasant vaca-
tioD

Very sincere y yours
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DQtoCE8T1C SERVICE

WE ST- E R N
INT£RNATIONAL SERVICE

Check the e1UfI of flervieedelsired ; $ Cbeck the clueofaerricedesited;
othenriae tbiam_ee willbe othenrise the IDaIl!IBP lrillbe

Ilento... fulln.te teleeram aent.ato the fullrste
S

U N I 0 N 1200 10-5]
FUl.l. RATE TELEGRAM FULl. RATE

DAY l.ETTER E L£TTER TELEGRAM

l.,.NIGHT LETTER W. P. MAASHALL P"R1!:S'OENT 4HIP RADIOGRAM

NO. WDS.-CL. OF SVC. PO. OR COu.. CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FILED

ftof. Andre lieU
Department of Mathematics
Univer5i~ of Chicago
Chicago) III \

There will be gas in your house. ~ infonned. Greetings

Robert Oppenheimer
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10 July 1958

Dear Professor Weill

Thank you for your S.O.S. of July 5th. The matter of
the gas is not settled, but I write to report. The local agents
of the gas company recommended that the line be installed, despite
its lack of pro'1lise of revenue, because the Institut as a "hol
is a good customer. This recommendati n went to headquarters in
Newark. The general counsel there is a former acquaintance of
Mike Morgan's. We have been talking to him, and through him to
the commisar of gas. He assures us that a decision will be
forthcoming in days. I hope that it will be favorable, but have
no ground for predicting it. Morgan will let you know at once.

Herelvith a copy of a note to Lad;yzenskaja. I found
myself quite limited in what I could s~ by the arrangements that
Morse had made with Bronk, and by the unforeseen substantial del~

in the meeting between Bronk and Nesmyanov, which is now scheduled
for September. Thus my letter to Lad;yzenskaja does little more
than assure her that we are trying to bring her here.

Your house looks almost built. It is alread;y splendidl3"
inconsistent with the portico. It will be the victor.

We look forward to seeing you come here in September.

ith all good wishes,

Robert Oppenheimer

Professor Andre Weil
Department of Mathematics
Chicago University
Chicago, Illinois
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
CHICAGO 3;' ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

11 uly 5, 1958.

ear r.Opyenheimer,
:his is an S.O.S. concerninc the gas situation for my

house (and Stromgrpn's, since he is just as keen on the mat­
ter as I am). _orban will tell you a 1 the details, if you
wish to hear them (which I doubt). I shouldn't be dragging
you into this if I had not just had indirect information that
this wil need the strongest kind of pressure on the Public
Service Co. in .~wark. Of course, if we can't have it, we

shall have to resiED ourselves to e ectricity for the ~chen,

and oi -heating. But this wou d be a disappointMent, parti­
cUlarly to my wife. It ~ould be a great favor of you if you
would make sure that the utmost is being done(and not just,
as Laugier, the former boss of the C.:' .R •..:>., used to say:
"Je ferai l'impossible dans la mesure du posE'ible").

I apolosize for addinc to the pile of letters on your
desk, but this is really important for me, and urgent. There
are other matters which I shall want to discuss with you, but
they can wait until September.

~ith best wishes for a peasant vacation in the Caribbean
Very sincerely yours
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRl CETON, NEW JERSEY

01 It(;E 01 nfl:. l)IKEt.:TUR

28 February 1958

Dear Professor Weill

Thank you for your good note, and for letting me haw copies of
the draft l.etter to Weaver. The l.etter is fine, and has caused us

uch pl.easur8. Of course, you kno", that in all its main points I
agree; and if I misgivings about ore or less administratiV8
mattera-the tsnce, of the ational. Science Foundation
to cause the s to desist from supporting pure mathematics-
these esm qui d there is in any case no reason why they
should be refie " wr1te.

I rather hope th ~ou send the letter to Weaver. I am
sure that he will unde d tits your letter, and not an
expression of consenaus t u Faculty or anybod;y else. I
write this despite the fa u II have seen, or will
shortly see, frOlll the records ° ° eeting, there appear to
be no present plans for new ~ced study in mathematics,
at Chicago or anywhere else. irmed tor by Whitney.
But such, and other, follies are recurrent. can do nothing but good
for Weaver to have your letter to ber. addition, I would not
wish to deprive h1Jll of the pleasure.

I have asked Morgan to write to yo about gas for your new
house. The co pan,y has no incentive to contrib.tte to the COnlltruction
of a line, since there will only be a handful. of houses on our land,
and beyond lie the twin deserts of InstiMe farm land and Battlefield
Park . I am quite clear that if you want very uch to have gas, you
should pl.an to have it bottled. As of today, ths Whitneys will also be
your neighbors.

Kittjy was pleased with the message from your wife. If the
eilences fro Levy mean anything, "e mq indeed need help.

With all greetings,

obert Oopenheimer

Professor Andre Weil.
3 rue AugUllte-Co te
Paris 6
Franc
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AMERICAN JOURNAL OF MATHEMATICS

THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

BALTIMORE 18. MARYLAND

19.i1.58.

Dear Dr.Oppenheimer,
~

I apologize for bothering you about such
a small personal matter; but, as I find that
my wife would ver~ much like to have gas in
our future house, may I remind you that you
promised to have Mr.Morgan make anotner at­
tempt at persuading the gas company to bring
gas out to where our house will be ? Please
tell him to let me have the final answer as
soon as he gets it.

I am rather curious to have your reac­
tions to the draft of my letter to Weaver.

My wife wishes Mrs.Oppenheimer to know
that she will be very glad to help in any way
she can in connection with your stay in Paris

With best regards

Sincerely yours

4"~ .A.weJ
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
CHICAGO 31· ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

Nove~ber 21, 1957.

Dear r.Oppenheimer,

This i8 ust to tell you that I am oing to spend about

a month in Princeton th~s winter, approximately fro~ January

to February 10; the exact dates cannot be state~ ic advance, as

I shall depen upon the

a nu~ber of reasons for

ir Force for transportation. There are

this trip; but I ~i~ht n~ertaken it

except for the fact that I am somewhat worried about the housing

problem, and I prefer to try to Eolve it, if poseiole, before I

come to Princeton with my family next Fall. I know I may depend

upon your kind help in this as well ae ~n other matters.

Needless to say, I a~ very much looking for~ard to

seeing you soon.

Very sincerely yours

• lie 11
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