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Abstract

Departing from a collective manuscript copied partly in the hand of the renowned
Yemeni scholar ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ansi (d. 667/1268) and partly in the hand of his
nephew, Muhammad b. A‘sad, that contains three works concerned with Qur’anic
passages taken to support ‘Ali b. Abi Talib and the ahl al-bayt and pro-‘Alid tradi-
tions culled from of Sunni kadith collections, the reception of the Kitab al- Umda of
the Twelver Shi1 author Ibn al-Bitriq al-Hilli (d. 600/1203-1204 or 601/1204—1205)—
one of three works contained in the codex—among the Zaydis of Yemen is analyzed
in detail. It is shown that this work, together with Ibn al-Maghazili’s (d. 483/1090)
Managib Alr b. Abi Talib, were the principal available sources for the Zaydis of
Yemen up until the time of the Imam al-Mansar bi-llah (d. 614/1217) for the Sunni
canonical hadith collections.
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By the beginning of the early 6th/12th century, a rapprochement between
the two Zaydi states in the mountainous Northern Highlands of Yemen and
in the Caspian region of Northern Iran, that have been politically and cul-
turally separated for nearly three centuries, began that eventually resulted
in the political unification of the two communities. In 502/108 Abu Talib, a
great-grandson of the Imam al-Mu’ayyad bi-llah (d. 411/1020), rose in Gilan
claiming the Zaydiimamate. A few years later, in 511/1117, he was endorsed by
the Yemeni Zaydis as well. Abt Talib was eager to unite the two Zaydi com-
munities not only politically but also culturally and religiously. Although
Abu Talib al-akhir died in 520/1126, his legacy was continued beyond his
death. In 532/1137, Ahmad b. Sulayman (b. 500/1106, d. 566/1170) success-
fully rose in Yemen as al-Imam Mutawakkil ‘ala llah, expressly acknowledg-
ing the equality of the Zaydi imams of the Caspian region and maintain-
ing the unity of the Zaydis. In addition to this, he intensified the knowl-
edge transfer from Iran to Yemen. His successor, the Imam al-Mansiur bi-
llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza (d. 614/1217), whose claim to the Zaydi imamate in
593/1197 was acknowledged by the Zaydis of Yemen and the Caspian region,
further intensified the process of transfer of religious literature to Yemen.
Moreover, he founded a library in Zafar, his residential town, for which he
had a wealth of textual sources copied by a team of scholars and scribes.
The scope of literary sources that were transferred during this process from
Northern Iran to Yemen is well known with respect to the Mu‘tazilite and
the Zaydi literature. In addition, there were also Twelver Shi1 sources that
reached Yemen during this period, despite the inimical relations between
the two communities. Al-Manstir bi-llah himself was engaged in the con-
troversy with the Imamiyya, whose basic tenets of the imamate he refuted
in his Kitab al-1qd al-thamin. At the same time, he cherished a number of
Twelver Shi1writings that had reached Yemen during this period. A promi-

1 See Maher Jarrar, “Al-Mansir bi-Llah’s controversy with Twelver Stites con-
cerning the occultation of the Imam in his Kitab al- Tqd al-tamin,” Arabica 59 (2012):
319—331. For a brief history of the polemical exchanges between the two commu-
nities, see Hossein Modarressi, Crisis and Consolidation in the Formative Period of
Shiite Islam: Abu Jafar ibn Qiba al-Razi and His Contribution to Imamite Shiite
Thought (Princeton NJ: The Darwin Press, 1993), 169 ff. On the Imami sources that
were available to Zaydi authors of Northern Iran, see Hasan Ansari, “Zaydiyya u
manabi‘-yi maktab-i Imamiyya,” ‘Ulim-i hadith 5/2 (2001): 149-161.

Downloaded from Brill.com 10/11/2024 11:43:43

1a Princeton

ers

\M

y Library



160 H. Ansari, S. Schmidtke / Journal of Islamic Manuscripts 4 (2013) 158-198

nent example is the Kitab al-‘Umda fi ‘uyin sihah al-akhbar ft manaqib
imam al-abrar by the Imami scholar Abu l-Husayn Shams al-Din Yahya b.
al-Hasan b. al-Husayn al-Asadi al-Hilli (“Ibn al-Bitriq”) (d. 600/1203-1204
or 601/1204-1205).2 Ibn al-Bitriq was a prominent scholar of hadith, figh
and kalam who hailed from al-Hilla and who had studied with the lead-
ing Imami scholars of his time, among them ‘Imad al-Din Muhammad b.
Abi 1-Qasim al-Tabari (d. after 553/1158), Ibn Shahrashub (d. 588/1192) and
Sadid al-Din al-Himmasi al-Razi (d. after 600/1204). While he spent his later
life between al-Wasit and al-Hilla, he is known to have sojourned for some
time in Aleppo, one of the leading centers of Twelver Shi‘1 learning dur-
ing his time.? Ibn al-Bitriq was closely familiar with the Sunni hadith tra-
dition on the basis of which he composed his Umda, containing numer-
ous pro-Alid traditions culled from Sunni Aadith collections,? followed by a
supplement entitled al-Mustadrak al-mukhtar fi manaqib wast al-mukhtar
(extant in manuscript). He also wrote the Kitab Khasa’is al-wahy al-mubin
ft manaqib Amir al-Mwminin, which is concerned with pro-‘Alid Qur’anic
passages.® While the latter two works apparently did not reach Yemen (see

2 On him, see Hasan Ansari, “Ibn al-Bitriq,” Da’irat al-marif al-islamiyya al-
kubra, vol. 2: 483—485. Additional biographical information on Ibn al-Bitriq is in-
cluded in Kamal al-Din Abu I-Barakat al-Mubarak Ibn al-Sha“ar al-Mawsili, Qala’id
al-juman fi far@’id shu‘ara’ hadha l-zaman al-mashhur bi--Uqud al-juman fi shu‘ar@
hadha l-zaman 1—9, ed. Kamil Salman al-Jabbarl (Beirut: Dar al-kutub al-ilmiyya,
1426/2005), vol. 7: 219—222 no. 914. A balagh note in the hand of Ibn al-Bitriq is found
in a copy of Ikhtiyar ma‘rifat al-rijal (Rijal al-Kashshi) of al-Shaykh al-Tasi, that was
completed on 14 Rabi‘ I 577/28 July 1181 = nuskha alif according to the edition of
Hasan al-Mustafawi (Mashhad: Danishgah, 1348[/1970]). An image of the relevant
page is to be found on p. 22 of the introduction.

8 Cf. the introduction to our The Reception of al-Shaykh al-Tusi’s Theological
Writings in 6th/12th century Syria. Facsimile Edition of Abd al-Rahman b. Alt b. Mu-
hammad al-Husayni's Commentary on al-Tas’'s Muqaddama (MS Atif Efendi 1338/1)
(Tehran: Mirath-i maktab, 2013).

4 The work has been published repeatedly: (i) [lithograph] Tabriz 1309/1891; (ii)
Qum: Mu’assasat al-Nashr al-Islami al-tabi‘a li-Jama‘at al-mudarrisin, 1407[/1986—
1987]; (iii) eds. Ibrahim al-Bahaduri al-Maraght and Malik al-Mahmudi al-Bihba-
hani (Qum: Mumaththiliyyat al-Imam al-Q&’id al-Sayyid al-Khamina’i fi -Hajj, 1412
[/1991-1992]).

% The work has been published twice: (i) Tehran 1311[ /1893] (with al-Dawan’s
Nur al-hidaya); (ii) ed. Muhammad Bagqir al-Mahmudi (Qum: Dar al-Qurian al-
karim, 1417[/1996-1997]). On the work, see Agha Buzurg al-Tihrani, al-Dhari‘a ila
tasanif al-shi'a 1—26 (Beirut: Dar al-adwa’, 1403/1983), vol. 7: 175 no. go7.
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below), the significance of Ibn al-Bitriq’s ‘Umda for the Zaydis of Yemen,
including al-Mansiir bi-llah, was tremendous as it served them as a principal
source for Sunni traditions supporting the cause of ‘Ali b. Abi Talib and the
ahl al-bayt in their battle against the Shafi‘ls in Yemen who were polemiciz-
ing against Shi‘ism in a time when the Zaydis had hardly any independent
access to Sunni works of hadith.b

IL

When discussing the renowned 7th/13th century Yemeni Zaydi mutakallim
and legal scholar ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ansi (b. 593/1196-1197, d. Sha‘ban
667/April 1268)7 in his Majmu‘ al-ijazat, Ahmad b. Sa‘d al-Din b. al-Husayn
al-Miswari (b. 1007/1598, d. 1079/1668) describes in some detail a collective
volume transcribed by this scholar.8 Al-Miswari explains that the codex con-
tained ‘Abd Allah’s transcriptions of Abti Sa‘d al-Muhassin b. Muhammad al-
Bayhagqi al-Barawghant’s (“al-Hakim al-Jishum?”, d. 494/1101) Kitab Tanbih al-
ghafilin ‘an fada’il al-talibiyyin, completed on 2 Rabi‘ II 644/17 August 1246,
and of the Kitab al- Umda fi ‘wyun sihah al-akhbar fimandaqib imam al-abrar

6 Itshould be noted, however, that al-Mansur bi-llah had also received an jjaza
by Sadid al-Din ‘Amr b. Jamil [ Jumayl] for the transmission of several Sunni hadith
works, among them most importantly the Sahih al-Bukhari (see our “Mu‘tazilism
after ‘Abd al-Jabbar (d. 415/1025): Abii Rashid al-NisabuuT’s Kitab Masa’il al-khilaf
St l-usul, (Studies on the transmission of knowledge from Iran to Yemen in the
6th/12th and 7th/13th c. I),” Studia Iranica 39 (2010): 227—278; cf. also ‘Abd Allah
b. Hamza b. Sulayman, al-Shafi 1-4, ed. Majd al-Din b. Muhammad b. Mansuar
al-Mu’ayyadi (Sa‘da: Maktabat Ahl al-bayt, 1430/2009), vol. 1: 149-156) although it
seems that it was only through Ibn al-Bitriq that he had immediate access to this
work and to the other Sunni canonical sources.

7 AllIslamic dates have been converted to the Gregorian calendar, with the use
of the tool offered at http://www.oriold.uzh.ch/static/hegira.html.

8 A copy of the Majmu‘ al-ijazat is preserved in the private library of ‘Abd al-
Rahman al-Shayim; the relevant entry is to be found in pp. 470—-476. Cf. ‘Abd al-
Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wajth, Masadir al-turath fi -maktabat al-khassa fi [-Yaman 1—2
(McLean, VA: IZbACF, 1422/2002), vol. 2: 127f. no. 178. For al-Miswar], see our “The
literary-religious tradition among 7th/13th century Yemeni Zaydis: The formation
of the Imam al-Mahdi li-Din Allah Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim (d. 656/1258),”
Journal of Islamic Manuscripts 2 (2o11), Appendix no. 7 (with further references).
For ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ansi, see our forthcoming monograph Zaydi Mu‘tazil-
ism in 7th/13th century Yemen: The theological thought of Abd Allah b. Zayd al-Anst
(d. 667/1268).
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by Abu l-Husayn Shams al-Din Yahya b. al-Hasan b. al-Husayn al-Asadi al-
Hilli (“Ibn al-Bitriq”), completed on 7 Jumada II 644/20 October 1246, both
in Sa‘da. Wedged in between these two writings, al-Miswari continues, was
a copy of the Hanafischolar al-Hafiz ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad al-
Hakim al-Haskani al-Nisaburi’s (d. after 470/1077-1078) Kitab Shawahid al-
tanzil li-gawa‘id al-tafdil fi -ayat al-nazila ft ahl al-bayt, transcribed by ‘Abd
Allah’s nephew, Muhammad b. As‘ad, except for the first part of the work,
up to Surat al-Hajj, which is in the hand of ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd. Al-Miswar1
adds that the codex contained an jaza issued in Rajab 644/November 1246
by Ahmad b. Muhammad b. al-Qasim al-Akwa“ (“Shu‘la al-Akwa”)® for ‘Abd
Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ansi in Huth,'° which he quotes in full in his Majma‘ al-
jazat!

A collective manuscript that nowadays belongs to the Maktabat Al al-
‘Anthari in Sa‘da can safely be identified as the codex described by al-Mis-
warl.? The majmu‘a consists of 299 leaves, is incomplete in the beginning
and particularly towards the end, with numerous leaves being misplaced.
The ijaza mentioned by al-Miswari is no longer included.

Ff.1a-6b,15a—41b" contain ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘Anst’s copy of al-Hakim
al-Jishumt's Tanbih al-ghafilin.** Some lines at the beginning of the text, as

9 For him, see Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla‘ al-budir, vol. 1: 4541. no. 224. See also our
our “Transmission of Knowledge in 7th/13th century Yemen: The case of ‘Abd Allah
b. Zayd al-‘Ansr".

10 Huth, located in the territory of Hashid, was one of the important centres of
learning at the time; cf. Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Hajr1 al-Yamani, Majmu* buldan
al-yaman wa-qab&@’iliha 1-4, ed. Isma‘ll b. ‘Ali al-Akwa“ (San‘@ Wizarat al-Alam
wa-l-thaqafa, 41430/2009), vol. 1: 213226, 300; Abu Firas b. Di‘tham, al-Sira al-sharifa
al-Mansariyya: Sirat al-Imam Abd Allah b. Hamza, 593—614 1—2, ed. ‘Abd al-Ghani
Mahmid ‘Abd al-‘At1 (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr al-mu'asir, 1414/1993), passim.

11 An annotated edition of the jjaza with an analysis is given in our “Transmis-
sion of Knowledge in 7th/13th century Yemen: The case of ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-
‘Anst” (forthcoming).

12 For this library, see Geoffrey Roper, World Survey of Islamic Manuscripts. Vol-
ume II (London: Furqan Foundation, 1994), 659f.

13 The foliation is ours.

14 The work has been edited repeatedly, although none of the editors has con-
sulted the present codex: (i) ed. Muhammad Rida Ansar1 Qummi (Tehran: Sazman-
i Chap u Intisharat | Wizarat-i Farhang u Irshad-i islami, 1378[/1999—2000]); (ii)
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well as the title page, are missing.!"® The text is concluded with a colophon
(f. 41b:28-29 [PLATE TwoO]) dated 13 Rabi‘ Il 644/28 August 1246. This agrees
with the date provided by al-Miswari (2 Rabi‘ II 644) except for the day of
the month:

b oy dly a2 o sabally | opndlll Bl o sl s US ¢
D Blawsy ol ol B 5 o 92 S 2V ey e 00 e

Ff. 42a-174a contain a copy of ‘Ubayd Allah al-Haskani's Shawahid al-tanzil
li-qawa‘id al-tafdil fi l-ayat al-nazila ft ahl al-bayt that is partly written in
the hand of ‘Abd Allah al-‘Ansi (ff. 42a—93a) and partly in the hand of his
nephew, Muhammad b. As‘ad (ff. 93b—174a).1® At the beginning of the work,
‘Abd Allah al-‘Ansi states (f. 42a [PLATE ONE]):

S el 5T al) oLl ST dar e el ) sl ST
o[ 4 Ay L paall (3) 43 wlyoyy ade ) damy | (5 laadl 03
A ae Sy | adlgly d Al i sl o sy o ) s asd e )

;L“)%"tkmu\w*%g@”f)éb—bj

This note is followed by two brief texts of a few lines each, apparently copied
in a different hand. These are identified as (i) Nuskhat Kitab al-Hasan b. Alt
‘alayhuma [-salam ila ahl Basra fi l-qada’ wa-l-qadar wa-huwa [-kitab alladht

ed. Tahsin Al Shabib al-Musawi (Beirut: Markaz al-Ghadir li-l-dirasat al-islamiyya,
2000); (iii) ed. Ibrahim Yahya al-Darsi (Sa‘da: Markaz Ahl al-Bayt li-I-dirasat al-
islamiyya, 2000); (iv) ed. Husayn Dargahi (Tehran: Mw’assasat al-Duha al-thaqafiy-
ya, 1381/2002).

15 The beginning of the text corresponds to ed. Muhammad Rida Qummi An-
sari, 4:3.

16 The work has been edited twice by Muhammad Bagir al-Mahmudi, who did
not consult the present manuscript: (i) Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Alami li--Matba‘at,
1974 (2 vols. in one); (ii) Tehran: Mu’assasat al-tab® wa-l-nashr | Majma“ Thya’ al-
thaqafa al-islamiyya, 1990 (a revised edition in 3 vols.). For this work, see also Etan
Kohlberg, A Medieval Muslim Scholar at Work: Ibn Tawis and his Library (Leiden:
Brill, 1992), 330 f. no. 542. For the author, see Richard Bulliet, The Patricians of Nisha-
pur: A Study in Medieval Islamic Social History (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 1972), 229 1.
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raja‘a ilayhi jami* ahl al-‘ilm bi-l-Basra (f. 42a:6-15) and (ii) Asma’ ahl al-kahf
(f. 42a:15-19). In the margin of the title page, there are three 20th century
samaat, respectively dated Jumada II 1337/December 1957-January 1958,
1377/1957-1958, and 1338/1958-1959, testifying the popularity of the codex
in the study of hadith. The text of the Shawahid ends with a colophon by
Muhammad b. As‘ad (dated 2 Shawwal 644/10 February 1247) in which he
states (f. 174a [PLATE THREE]).

4y Ay )l Lo ) Lozl e\l Judl amlss QS
il .\&QL»Y Ol el Bl | FAL &M’J\.»Jdm\
dosal) saladb duy 2 amumm\‘\.ﬂ}uw)b@uwdyw
oy dudl e a2 o ) Joy | oelly o3l sl LST e 5
055 Sy dag| 1 L1 5,8l e

Muhammad b. As‘ad b. Zayd b. Ahmad b. Abi I-Husayn (?) b. Sulayman b.
Abi I-Husayn (?) b. Kulayb al-‘Ansi al-Midhhajt is mostly known as a scribe.
Twice he had transcribed the Kitab al-Mahajja al-bayd@’ fi usul al-din, the
opus magnum of his uncle ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd in Sa‘da. A copy comprising
Parts Two, Three and Four of the work was completed on 20 Rabi‘ I 640/17
October1242, the same day given by the author as date of completion, which
suggests that ‘Abd Allah had dictated the work, possibly from a muswadda,
to his nephew reflecting their close working relationship.”® Another copy,
comprising Parts One through Four, was completed on 14 Rabi‘ II 641/1 Octo-
ber 1243.1 From Muhammad b. As‘ad’s pen we also have a copy of Volumes
One and Five of al-Hakim al-Jishum’s al-Tahdhib fi [-tafsir, transcribed in
644/1246-1247 (Volume Five), that are preserved in the private library of Al

17 On the final page of the text, there are again numerous sama @t and readers’
notes, most of them dating from the 20th century.

18 MS Bayerische Staatsbibliothek Munich, Cod. arab. 1273, f. 152b [PLATE SEV-
EN|. Cf. Florian Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften der Bayerischen Staatsbibliothek
zu Miinchen unter Einschluss einiger tiirkischer und persischer Handschriften. Bd. 1,
(Stuttgart: Steiner, 2007), 406—408 no. 214.

19 MS Bayerische Staatsbibliothek Munich, Cod. arab. 1286, f. 224b [PLATE
E1GHT]. Cf. Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften, 433f. no. 226. A facsimile edition of
this codex, with introduction and indices by the present authors, is currently in
press (Tehran: Mirath-i maktab).
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Wazir in Hijrat al-sirr.?% In the same year, Muhammad transcribed a col-
lective manuscript comprising Miftah al-fa’id fi ilm al-fara’id by al-Fadl b.
Abi 1-Sa‘d al-‘Usayfir1 (fl. 600/1203) (ff. 3-28a; incomplete in the beginning)
and al-Muhadhdhab fi fatawa al-Mansir bi-llah Abd Allah b. Hamza ‘alayhi
[-salam by Muhammad b. As‘ad al-Muradi (ff. 28b—127; incomplete in the
end), that is preserved in the Ambrosiana Library in Milan.”!

Ff. 175a—282b [= ed. Qum 1407[/1986-1987], 1-351:4], 7 [= ed. Qum 1407
[/1986-1987], 351:4-354:9], 9 [= ed. Qum 1407[/1986-1987], 354:9-357:14],
298 [= ed. Qum 1407[/1986-1987], 357:14—361:3], 284—285 [= ed. Qum 1407
[/1986-1987], 361:3—368:11], 283, 286—287 [= ed. Qum 1407[/1986-1987], 374:
5—383:1], 299 [ed. Qum 1407[/1986-1987], 383:1-386:3], 8 [= ed. Qum 1407
[/1986-1987], 386:2—389:6], 14 [= ed. Qum 1407[/1986-1987], 389:6—392:15],
10 [= ed. Qum 1407[/1986-1987], 392:15—-395:19], 288-297 [= ed. Qum 1407
[/1986-1987], 395:19—431:8], 11 = ed. Qum 1407[ /1986-1987], 431:8—434:13],13
[= ed. Qum 1407[/1986-1987], 437:19—440:16], 12b—a [= ed. Qum 1407[/1986—
1987], 458:19—463:2] contain an incomplete copy of Ibn al-Bitrig’s al- Umda
T ‘uyan sihah al-akhbar ft manaqib imam al-abrar, again in the hand of

20 Cf. al-Wajih, Masadir, vol. 2: 365f.

21 MS Ambrosiana H 7o. Cf. Oscar Lofgren and Renato Traini, Catalogue of the
Arabic manuscripts in the Biblioteca Ambrosiana: Nuovo fondo, series F (nos. 1296—
1778) (Milan: Silvana Editoriale, 2011, 244 f. no. 1692). On f. 28a Muhammad b. As‘ad
adds the following note, dated Rajab 644/November-December 1246, concluding
al-Miftah and announcing al-Muhadhdhab:

el iy 2L sy a0 ) Ky Q) ) sl e B
@‘\ Qi phaall oyt oo GV S o | sl JB oy 0 llly 4 4 fy
B sy o g | odomy b Ay Ay 2 500 g iy ey
| osl el (558 (3 LId) S S sl asdlsy cppllall fly 1 ot
(o G5 do 58 G ol 5 G Al e a2 T gl ol
Jo ) 2 | ppnat ey ade o | bl gy o (sl oy L)
@3 o2l o daed oy a2 gl el £ Jolal ) S0 Lol

Al azy 0,8 Al Jzbo

The work has been edited by ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wajih (Amman: Mu’assasat
al-Imam Zayd b. ‘Al1 al-thaqafiyya, 2001).
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‘Abd Allah al-‘Ansi (with the exception of f. 28gb that is in the hand of his
nephew Muhammad b. As‘ad). At the beginning of the text (f. 175a [PLATE
Four]), al-Ansi names himself as the owner of the copy of the text:

Aﬂrju\}k)&&\yjﬂﬂwjd\xﬁ\)&k’}&%j&&\&&u

‘Abd Allah b. Zayd had completed the transcription of Part One of the Umda
in Jumada I 644/September 1246. This is in agreement with the information
provided by al-Miswarl that the transcription of the entire text was com-
pleted on 7 Jumada II 644/20 October 1246; the final colophon is missing
in the present codex. The colophon concluding Part One of the work and
announcing Part Two (written in alternating black and red lines) (f. 243b
[PLATE S1xX]) reads as follows:*2

Gl o U plel il & L) 752 e o ol o5l 52

A2 s o] alyloy oaoy dll adly a0dey ade ) Sl b
Sl 3 o Jol| g o i FLAL 3315 a0dly Ty o)

4\53 A\S}‘\ dU\ ;«}\ aj,Ltj|45\.A g.",wuj d},’"j} @T M )j@"‘“ U’A Q;Y\
el e G o Jadl ol Sl ade Ly ade ) Lo
Ao ey Jo o) el L3l e 31 Y A s 8
sy 3 Je ) plodl sl Caoas] Ly oW an)d ey ade A Lo

U e pladl | sy o) C\s rmy\ o2 el pud® | agadl) Lol Ja)
e 2 (S) padl ] pdl o o oed T L e g
sy o3dey oaz A Lsls W I gl as o e oy
4oy dly 48 b Jo wlslos

The dates of the various colophons suggest that ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd had
first transcribed the Tanbih al-ghafilin (13 Rabi I 644), followed by the

Shawahid of which he copied only the first part leaving a sufficient num-
ber of leaves blank for his nephew to complete the task (on 2 Shawwal

22 The beginning of Part Two corresponds to ed. Qum 1407[/1986-1987], 224
(al-fasl al-thamin wa-l-ishran).
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644), jumping immediately to the ‘Umda which he finished transcribing
on 7 Jumada II 644. It is noteworthy that ‘Abd Allah had transcribed these
works at an age when he had already established himself as a scholar. This
confirms the characteristic phenomenon of the scholar-cum-scribe that is
encountered frequently in Yemen during this period.?3

III.

The inclusion of Ibn al-Bitriq’s ‘Umda in the present codex is particularly
noteworthy. While the two other works, al-Hakim al-Jishumi’s Tanbih and
al-Haskani's Shawahid, discuss Qur'anic passages that were taken to support
‘Ali b. Abi Talib and the akl al-bayt, Ibn al-Bitriq is concerned in his Umda
with pro-‘Alid traditions culled from Sunni kadith collections, while rele-
vant Qur’anic passages are dealt with in one chapter only.?* It would have
been more apt to include Ibn al-Bitriq's Khasa’is al-wahy al-mubin, which is
exclusively concerned with pro-‘Alid Qur’anic passages and is as such much
closer to the theme of the two other works. That this was not the case is an
indication that the Khasa@’is was not available to the scholars of Yemen.?®
The present copy of Ibn Bitriq’s Umda, which was not consulted by the
editors of the text,?® predates most (if not all) manuscripts of the work that
have been transmitted in Twelver Shi1 circles.?” The title page of the work

23 See our “Mu‘tazilism after ‘Abd al-Jabbar”.

24 A complete list of his Sunni sources, together with Ibn al-Bitriq’s chains of
transmission, is given at the beginning of the ‘Umda; ed. Qum 1407[/1986-1987],
18—23 (Fasl ft dhikr turuq asanid hadha [-Kitab).

%5 This is also suggested by the general absence of references to the work in
any of the preserved ijazas by Yemeni scholars since the 6th/12th century. See, for
example, our “The literary-religious tradition”.

26 See above, n. 4.

27 Mustafa Dirayatl (Fihristvara-yi dastnivisht-ha-yi Iran (Dind) 1-12 (Tehran:
Kitabkhana u muze-yi markazi asnad-i majlis-i shiira-yi islami, 1389[/2010], vol. 7:
627 nos. 194797-194818)) lists 22 manuscripts of the text in Iranian libraries, the
earliest ones being dated 7th/13th century (Majlis library no. 8981; the manuscript
seems to be of Yemeni provinence [PLATES TWELVE-FOURTEEN]), 5 Rajab 867/26
March 1463 and 10 Shawwal 982/23 January 1575 (both held in Shiraz, Maktabat al-
‘Allama al-Tabataba’, nos. 951, 952), respectively. MS Mar‘ashi 2997, another collec-
tive manuscript of Yemenite origin, contains, among other writings, Ibn al-Bitriq’s
Umda (ff. 69b—144b) and al-Haskani’s Shawahid al-tanzil (ff. 1b—68a). It was copied
by Yahya b. al-Husayn b. Isma‘l b. Ibrahim b. Isma‘l b. al-Hasan b. Suhayl, com-
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(f. 175a [PLATE FOUR]) contains the text of an ijaza issued by Ibn al-Bitriq in
Aleppo for ‘Afif al-Din ‘Al b. Muhammad b. Hamid al-Yamani al-San‘ani and
his “son” Yaqut in Jumada I 596/February 1200. This is followed by another
ifaza issued in turn by ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Hamid for ‘Ali b. Ahmad b.
al-Husayn b. al-Mubarak al-Akwa‘, dated 17 Dhu l-hijja 598/7 September
1202. The full title page reads as follows:
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Al

pleted 13 Sha‘ban 1381/20 January 1962. Cf. Ahmad al-Husayni, Fihrist-i nuskha-ha-
yi khatti-yi Kitabkhana-yi Umumi-yi Hadrat Ayat Allah al-Uzma Najafi Mar‘asht
(Qum: Chapkhana-yi Mihr-i Ustuvar, 1354—[ /1975-1976—]), vol. 8:169—171. For manu-
scripts of the ‘Umda in Iran, see also al-Sayyid Ahmad al-Husayni, al-Turath al-
‘arabi al-makhtit fimaktabat Iran al-‘amma1-14 (Qum: Mansharat Dalil M3, 2010),
vol. 9:137. For the two Shiraz manuscripts, cf. Muhammad Barakat, “Fihrist alifba’-
yi nuskha-ha-yi tak kitabi kitabkhana-yi ‘Allama Tabataba’l Shiraz,” Nusheh Paziihi.
A Collection of Essays and Articles on Manuscripts Studies and Related Subjects 2
(1384/2005): 196 f. MS Shiraz no. 951 also seems to be of Yemeni origin.
B “wa-akhahu” most likely refers to Volume Two of the Umda.
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The formula nawaltu as well as the fact that the two jjazas had been
copied from the original (wa-fi l-asl aydan ...) indicate that the codex, on the
basis of which ‘Ali b. Muhammad had studied the work with Ibn al-Bitriq in
Aleppo, eventually reached Yemen and served ‘Abd Allah al-‘Ansi as Vorlage.

‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Hamid is mentioned in the Zaydi tabagat litera-
ture among the Sunni scholars who were consulted by the Zaydis.?’ Noth-
ing else is known about his religious identity which remains uncertain.
While his affiliation with Ibn al-Bitriq in Aleppo may also suggest that ‘Ali b.
Muhammad was a Twelver Shi‘t, MS Atif Efendi 2421 points to his affiliation
with (Hanball) Sunnism. The codex contains two works of Ibn al-Mi‘mar
al-Baghdadi, Mukhtasar Nihayat al-amal fi ilm al-jadal and Risala fi [-farg
bayn al-hagiqa wa-l-majaz, that were copied in Ramadan 6o05/March—April
1209 by Yaqut b. ‘Abd Allah, the servant (ghulam) of ‘Ali b. Muhammad b.
Hamid al-San‘ani al-Hamdani (f. 156b), followed by an ijaza issued by Ibn al-
Mi‘mar to Yaqut at the beginning of Shawwal 606/end of March 1210. Again,
Yaqut's relation to ‘Ali b. Muhammad is clearly defined here as al-mudafila
mawlahu al-sayyid al-awhad al-sadr al-kabir Afif al-Din Abi [-Hasan All al-
Yamani (f.159b).3° Ibn al-Bitriq was evidently wrong when he assumed that
Yaqut was ‘Al1 b. Muhammad'’s son (see above).

Additional pieces of information on ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Hamid are
included in a Yemeni manuscript containing Ibn al-Maghazili al-WasitT's
(d. 483/1090) Manaqib Alr b. Abi Talib that was (indirectly) based on a Vor-
lage transcribed by the Twelver Shi1 scholar Abu 1-Hasan ‘Ali b. Muham-
mad b. al-Hasan b. Abi Nizar Ibn al-Sharafiyya al-Wasit1 in 585/1189-1190 in
Wasit.?! The transmitter of the text, Imran b. al-Hasan b. Nasir al-Shatawi

29 Ibrahim b. al-Qasim al-Shahari, Tubagat al-zaydiyya al-kubra (al-gism al-tha-
lith) wa-yusamma Buliigh al-murad ila ma‘rifat al-isnad 1-3, ed. ‘Abd al-Salam b.
‘Abbas al-Wajih (McLean, VA: Muw’assasat al-Imam Zayd b. ‘Ali al-thaqafiyya, 1421/
2001), vol. 3: 1523-1527 no. 864.

30 For a brief description of the manuscript, see Ramadan Shishin (Ramazan
Sesen), Mukhtar min al-makhtutat al-‘arabiyya al-nadira ftmaktabat Turkiya (Istan-
bul: Isar, 1997), 158 1. no. 222; Shishin, “Esquisse d’ une histore du développement des
colophons dans les manuscrits musulmans,” Scribes et manuscrits du Moyen-Orient,
ed. Francois Deroche (Paris: Bibliothéque nationale de France, 1997), 200 no. 21.—
The manuscript has been consulted by Larry B. Miller, Islamic Disputation Theory:
A study of the development of dialectic in Islam from the tenth through fourteenth cen-
turies (PhD thesis, Princeton, 1984), 170 ff.

31 The manuscript of Yemeni origin was part of the Kitabkhana-yi islami, Teh-
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al-‘Udhri (d. after 630/1232-1233), a prominent 7th/13th century Zaydi schol-
ar of Yemen®? who had studied Ibn al-Maghazil’'s Manaqib with Baha* al-
Din ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. al-Husayn al-Akwa“ on the basis of Ibn al-Sharafiyya’s
copy of the work in 599/1203 and had transcribed his own copy of the text in
623/1226,% specifies his isnad for the Managib at the beginning of the text
(‘Imran being the subject of akhbarana that opens the phrase):

ran. The current status of this library is unclear and the current whereabouts of
the codex are unknown. Copies of the original manuscript are preserved in the
Mar‘ashi library, Qum (MS ‘aksi187; cf. Muhammad ‘Ali H&'iri, Fihrist-i nuskha-ha-yi
‘aksi-yi Kitabkhana-yi Umami-yi Hadrat Ayat Allah al--Uzma Mar‘ashi Najafi (Qum:
Kitabkhana-yi Buzurg-i Hadrat Ayat Allah al-‘Uzma Mar‘ashi Najafi, 1369/1411
[/1990]), vol. 1:170£.), and in the Central Library of Tehran University (cf. Muham-
mad Taqi Danishpazhuh, Fihrist-i mikrifilmha-yi Kitabkhana-yi Markazi-yi Danish-
gah-i Tihran (Tehran: Danishgah, 1348-1363[/1969-1984]), vol. 3: 31). Cf. also ‘Abd
al-Az1z al-Tabataba’, Akl al-bayt fi -maktaba al-‘arabiyya (Qum: Mwassasat Al al-
bayt, 1417[/1996]), 578—584 no. 720; Dirayati, Fihristvara, vol. 10: 69 no. 273574. The
codex also contains the text of the ijjaza issued by Ibn al-Bitriq to ‘Ali b. Muhammad
b. Hamid and his “son” Yaqit for the ‘Umda, followed by the other jjaza issued by
‘Alib. Muhammad to ‘Alib. Ahmad b. al-Husayn al-Akwa‘ (in the margin of p. 1, writ-
ten in a different hand [PLATE FIFTEEN]).—On the basis of the Yemeni manuscript,
Ibn al-Maghazili’s Managib has been edited by Muhammad Bagqir Bihbaudi (Tehran
1394[/1974]) who describes its transmission in detail (pp. 32ff.). This edition has
been reprinted repeatedly in Beirut with parts of the editor’s introduction usually
being omitted. Another edition of the text, based on another Yemeni manuscript
(dated 16 Ramadan 1288/29 November 1871), was later on produced by Abu ‘Abd
al-Rahman Turki b. ‘Abd Allah al-Wadi‘1 (San@’: Dar al-athar, 1424/2003).—On Ibn
al-Sharafiyya, erroneously considered as the author of ‘Uyin al-hikam wa-l-mawd’iz,
containing utterances of ‘Ali b. Abi Talib (ed. Husayn al-Hasani al-Birjandi (Qum:
Dar al-hadith, 1376[/1997])), see Hasan Ansari, “Ibn al-Sharafiyya wa Kitab ‘Uyun al-
hikam wa-l-mawa’iz,” Kitab-i mah-i din 35 (1376/1997): 12—15.—On Ibn al-Maghazili,
see “Ibn al-Maghazili al-Wasitl,” Da’irat al-ma‘arif-i buzurg-i islami, vol. 4: 6471f.

32 On him, see Ahmad b. Salih Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla‘ al-budur wa-majma‘ al-
buhar ft tarajim rijal al-zaydiyya 1-4, ed. Majd al-Din b. Muhammad b. Mansur al-
Mu’ayyadi (Sa‘da: Markaz ahl al-bayt li-]-dirasat al-islamiyya, 2004), vol. 3: 395-397
no. 976; al-Shahari, Taubaqat al-zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 2: 833-839 no. 527; ‘Abd al-
Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wajih, Alam al-muallifin al-zaydiyya, (McLean, VA: Mu’assasat
al-Imam Zayd b. ‘Al al-thaqafiyya, 1420/1999), 736 f. no. 801; Ayman Fu’ad Sayyid,
Sources de [’histoire du Yémen a ['époque musulmane = Masadir tarikh al-Yaman fi
[-‘asr al-islami (Cairo: Institut Francais d’ Archéologie Orientale, 1974), 126 no. 12.

33 Cf. Ibn al-Maghazili, Managqib, ed. Bihbudy, 329; see also MS Mar‘ashi ‘aksi187
[PLATE SIXTEEN].
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‘Imran’s chain of transmission complements the information provided by
the jjazat of Ibn al-Bitriq and ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Hamid. ‘Imran explains
thathe had studied the text of Ibn al-Maghazili with his teacher Baha’ al-Din
al-Akwa"“ in the Madrasa al-Mansuriyya in Hath in Jumada Il 599/February—
March 1203, and that the latter had studied the text with ‘Ali b. Muhammad
b. Hamid in Mecca (where the latter evidently sojourned before he went to
Baghdad; see above). It can therefore safely be assumed that it was also in
Mecca that Baha’ al-Din al-Akwa“ had studied Ibn al-Bitriq’s ‘Umda with ‘Ali
b. Muhammad and that it was Baha’ al-Din who brought the ‘Umda and the
Mandgqib from Mecca to Yemen transmitting them to his students. More-
over, according to ‘Imran, ‘Ali b. Muhammad had studied the text of Ibn
al-Maghazili with Ibn al-Sharafiyya, possibly in al-Wasit.

Baha’ al-Din ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. al-Mubarak b. Ibrahim b. Mu-
hammad b. Ibrahim al-Akwa“ (alive in 627/1229-1230)3* was one of the com-

34 On him, see Ibn Abi I-Rijal, Matla“al-budiir, vol. 3:194-198 no. 581; al-Shahari,
Tabagat al-zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 2: 698—703 no. 416. His father Ahmad and his son,
‘Abd Allah, were also renowned scholars. For the family of al-Akwa’, see al-Qadi
Ismafl b. ‘Ali al-Akwa‘, Hijar al-ilm wa-ma‘aqiluhu fi [-Yaman 1—6 (Beirut | Dam-
ascus: Dar al-fikr [al-mu‘asir], 1416/1995), vol. 4: 2110-2127 no. 403.—The Staats-
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panions of the Imam al-Mansiur bi-llah, who had studied with the latter
while also serving as a transmitter for him. When studying with al-Mansur
Rukn al-Din Sulayman b. al-Nasir al-Suham’s (d. after 600/1203-1204)
Shams shariat al-islam fi figh ahl al-bayt ‘alayhim al-salam®® from Rabi‘
II 601/December 1204 onwards, Baha’ al-Din noted down al-Mansuar bi-llah’s
fatawa, which the latter had issued while reading Shams al-sharia. These
notes, which reach up to the Kitab al-Kaffara, are known as al-Ikhtiyarat al-
manguriyya.®® It was al-Mansur bi-llah who had dispatched Bah&’ al-Din to
Mecca where the latter met ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Hamid, and it is therefore
through Baha’ al-Din that al-Mansur transmits from ‘Ali b. Muhammad.*”
Apart from the Ikhtiyarat al-mansuriyya, Baha' al-Din also composed al-
Akhbar al-arba‘un al-wasila ila rabb al-‘alamin min fad@il Amir al-mu’minin,

clearly an extract of Ibn al-Maghazill's Manaqib Amir al-mwminin Alt b. Abt

Talib.38

bibliothek zu Berlin holds a collective manuscript containing writings of the Imam
al-Qasim b. Ibrahim (MS Glaser 101, copied in Sha‘ban 544/1149) that had been stud-
ied by Baha’ al-Din; the manuscript contains several balagh notes in his hand. For
a brief description of the codex, see Wilhelm Ahlwardt, Verzeichnis der arabischen
Handschriften der Koniglichen Bibliothek zu Berlin 1-10 (Berlin: A.W. Schade, 1887—
1899 [repr. Hildesheim: Olms, 1980-1981]), vol. 4: 290f. no. 4876.

35 For the work and its author, see Ibn Abil-Rijal, Matla“ al-budir, vol. 2: 375-377
no. 642; al-Shahar, Tabagat al-zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 1: 478—481 no. 281; al-Sayyid
Ahmad al-Husayni, Muallafat al-zaydiyya1-3 (Qum: Maktabat Ayat Allah al-‘Uzma
al-Mar‘ashi al-Najafl, 1413/1992-1993), vol. 2: 213f. no. 2071. For extant manuscripts
of this text, see al-Wajih, Alam, 470—-471 no. 466.

36 The work is extant in manuscript. Cf. al-Wajth, Aam, 653f. no. 68o.

37 Cf. ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza, al-Shaft, vol. 1: 149 and passim.

38 Baha al-Din ‘Ali b. Ahmad al-Akwa, al-Akhbar al-arbatn al-wasila ila Rabb
al-‘alamin min fad@’il Amir al-mwminin, ed. ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wajih (Am-
man: Mu’assasat al-Imam Zayd b. ‘All al-thaqafiyya, 2003). At the beginning of the
text (13f.) he mentions his chain of transmission in detail:
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‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ansi opens the main text of the ‘Umda indicating his
own chain of transmission linking him to the author of the work. From this it
is evident that Baha’ al-Din ‘Al1 b. Ahmad al-Akwa“ had in turn transmitted
the work to his student Ahmad b. Muhammad Shu‘la (“Shu‘la al-Akwa®)
who had then taught it to his student ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd, the copyist of
the present copy of the text who thus had the original Aleppo codex as
his immediate Vorlage. ‘Abd Allah al-‘AnsT’s isnad (f. 175b2—8 [PLATE FIVE])
reads as follows:
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The Ambrosiana Library in Milan possesses another manuscript of Ibn al-
Bitriq’s Umda that adds additional information on the transmission of the
work among the Zaydis of Yemen. The title page (f. 2a [PLATE NINE]) indi-
cates title and author in the same way as in ‘Abd Allah al-‘AnsT’s copy of the
text:
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This chain of transmission shows that al-Akwa“ had decided to compose an extract
of the traditions adduced by Ibn al-Maghazili as these have been collected in the
‘Umda, and this despite the isnad that links him directly to Ibn al-Maghazilt’s text.

39 C g6. Cf. Oscar Lofgren and Renato Traini, Catalogue of the Arabic Manu-
scripts of the Biblioteca Ambrosiana. Vol. II: Nuovo Fondo: Series A-D (Nos. 1-830)
(Vicenza: N. Pozza, 1981), 170 no. 352.
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Moreover, the text opens with the same isnad as given by ‘Abd Allah al-‘Ansi,
indicating that the work had been transmitted from the author Ibn al-Bitriq
- ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Hamid al-Yamani al-San‘ani - ‘Ali b. Ahmad b.

al-Husayn b. al-Mubarak al-Akwa‘ -~ Ahmad b. Muhammad Shu‘la (“Shula
al-Akwa”) (f. 2b [PLATE TEN]):
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The copy of the text is also divided into two volumes and the wording at the
end of Volume One (f. 137b [PLATE ELEVEN]) is identical with the one given
in the codex transcribed by ‘Abd Allah al-‘Ansi. While the copyist of the
Ambrosiana manuscript is unknown, there is an additional note on f. 137b
in the hand of ‘Abd Allah al-‘Anst’s older contemporary Humayd b. Ahmad
b. Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Mubhalli al-San‘ani (b. 582/1186, d. 652/1254),
another prominent Yemeni Zaydi scholar,* stating that he had collated the

40 On him, see Ibn Abil-Rijal, Matla“al-budiir, vol. 2: 245—251 no. 520; al-Shahari,
Tabagat al-zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 1: 421—424 no. 247; al-Wajih, Alam, 407—410 no.
408; Ayman Fu’ad Sayyid, Sources, 127f. no. 13.
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copy with the one that was read to Baha’ al-Din ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. al-Husayn b.
al-Mubarak al-Akwa, a task he had completed on 1 Sha'ban 640/24 January
1243. Humayd al-Muhalli further mentions that he had studied the Umda
with ‘Ali b. Ahmad al-Akwa“ and that he had received an {jaza from his
teacher for the work. The complete note reads as follows:
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The wording of this note and the similarities between the two copies indi-
cate that both ‘Abd Allah al-‘AnsT’s copy and the one in the possession of
Humayd al-Muhalli had been transcribed from the original Aleppo codex
of Ibn al-Bitriq’s ‘Umda—al-MuhallT’s some time before 640/1243 by an un-
known scribe, and al-‘AnsT’s in 644/1246. Moreover, while al-Muhalli had
studied the work directly with Baha’ al-Din al-Akwa‘, ‘Abd Allah al-‘Ansi,
who was some ten to fifteen years younger than al-Mubhalli, had an addi-
tional intermediary, namely Shu‘la al-Akwa'.

The Maktabat Al al-Wazir in Hijrat al-Sirr holds another copy of Ibn al-
Bitriq’s ‘Umda transcribed in the 7th/13th or 8th/14th century, comprising
the two volumes of the text. At the end of Volume One Ibn al-Bitriq’s ijaza
for ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Hamid al-Yamani al-San‘ani “copied from the auto-
graph” (fi nuskha ‘alayha khatt al-musannif Yahya b. al-Hasan) is found. It
is evident that this copy also originated (directly or indirectly) from the
Aleppo codex.*?

41 See also the title page (f. 2a [PLATE NINE]) where al-Mubhalli is identified as
the owner of the codex.

42 Cf. ‘Abd Allah Muhammad al-Hibshi, Fihris makhtitat ba‘'da l-maktabat al-
khassa fi [-Yaman (London: Furqan Foundation, 1994), 67 no. 121; al-Wajth, Masadir,
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Ibn al-Bitriq’s ‘Umda and/or Ibn al-Maghazili's Mandqib were widely trans-
mitted among the scholars of Yemen through Baha’ al-Din al-Akwa“. Apart
from al-Mansur bi-11ah,** Humayd al-Muhalli, Ahmad b. Muhammad Shu‘la

vol. 2: 370f. no. 23. The manuscript was inaccessible to the present authors. Al-
Hibsh's assumption that the manuscript had been copied in 596 AH is clearly mis-
taken, as is evident on the basis of the more detailed description of the manuscript
given by al-Wajth.—The libraries of Yemen possess additional copies of the work,
most of which have been copied at a later stage: (i) MS al-Maktaba al-Sharqiyya
no. 446, copy dated 17 Rajab 1086/7 October 1675; cf. Ahmad ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-
Ruqayhi, ‘Abd al-Allah al-Hibshi and ‘Ali Wahhab al-Ansi, Fihrist Makhtatat Mak-
tabat al-Jami‘al-kabir San‘@’1-4 ([San‘@’:] Wizarat al-awqaf wa-l-irshad, 1404/1984),
vol. 1: 413; cf. also Qa’ima bi-l-makhtutat al-‘arabiyya al-musawwara bi-l-mikrifilm
min al-Jumhiriyya al-‘arabiyya al-yamaniyya (Cairo: Matba‘at Dar al-kutub, 1967),
30 (MF 2192); (ii) MS al-Maktaba al-gharbiyya no. 2664, dated Muharram 1052/
April-May 1642; cf. Ahmad Muhammad ‘Isaw, [et al.], Fihris al-makhtitat al-Yama-
niyya li-Dar al-Makhtutat wa-l-Maktaba al-Gharbiyya bi-l-Jami‘ al-Kabir, San‘@’ 1—2
(Qum: Maktabat Samahat Ayat Allah al-Uzma al-Mar‘ashi al-Najafi al-Kubra | al-
Khizana al-alamiyya li-l-makhtatat al-islamiyya | Markaz al-watha’iq wa-l-tarikh
al-diblamasi | Wizarat al-Kharijiyya li-l-Jumhiriyya al-islamiyya al-Iraniyya, 1426/
2005), vol. 2:1518; (iii) MS Maktabat Muhammad b. Qasim al-Wajth, undated codex
that also contain Jawahir al-‘iqdayn fi fad@’il al-sharafayn of Nur al-Din al-Samhidi
al-Shafi1 (d. 911/1505-1506) (published in 2 vols., Baghdad: Wizarat al-awqaf wa-1-
shu’in al-diniyya, 1984-1987); the codex was available at the time of al-Miswari and
al-Mansur bi-llah al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali and his son al-Mu’ayyad bi-llah
Muhammad, with a balagh note of al-Miswarl. cf. al-Wajth, Masadir, vol. 2: 629; (iv)
MS ‘Abd al-Rahman Shayim, a codex containing al-Hakim al-Jishumi’s Tanbih al-
ghafilin (copied in 1051/1641-1642) and Ibn al-Bitriq's Umda; cf. al-Wajth, Masadir,
vol. 2: 97. Initially the codex also contained Shawahid and may very well have
been copied from the al-‘Ansi codex. Moreover, (v) another old, though undated
manuscript of Volume Two of the text of Yemenite origin is preserved in the Ambro-
siana Library, MS F245; cf. Lofgren and Traini, Catalogue of the Arabic manuscripts
inthe Biblioteca Ambrosiana: Nuovo fondo, series F,123 no.1538. It is unclear whether
it had been copied in Yemen or elsewhere. (vi) The Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin
also holds a manuscript of Yemeni provenance (MS Glaser 24) containing excerpts
of Ibn al-Bitriq’s Umda that was compiled in 1149/1736; cf. Ahlwardt, Verzeich-
nis, vol. 9: 220f. no. 9687. The manuscript has been edited as “Ibtal shubah al-
muta’awwilin li-nass wilayat Amir al-mu’minin li-mu’allif majhal,” ed. Muhammad
al-Kazim, Mirath-i hadith-i shi‘a, eds. Mahdi Mihrizi and ‘Ali Sadray1 Khay1 (Qum:
Markaz Tahqiqat Dar al-Hadith, 1380[ /2001]), vol. 6: 83-104. On this edition, see also
Hasan Ansari, “Abu 1-Qasim al-Busti u Kitabi manstb beh Ibn Bitriq,” Kitab-i mah-i
din 53—54 (1380-1381[ /2001—2002]): 68.

43 According to Muhammad b. al-Mutawakkil ‘ala llah al-Mutahhar b. Yahya b.
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(to whom he issued an jjaza in 627/1229-1230),** and ‘Imran b. al-Hasan
al-Shatawi al-‘Udhri, Baha’ al-Din is known to have taught the work(s) to
his son, ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Ali b. Ahmad*® and to ‘Ali b. Humayd b. Ahmad b.
al-Walid al-Qurashi (d. 635/1237-1238).%6 He also taught Ibn al-Maghazil'’s
Manaqib to Muhyi al-Din Muhammad (or: Humayd) b. Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. al-
Walid al-Qurashi al-Anf (d. 623/1226),% to al-Mufaddal b. ‘Ali b. al-Muzaffar

al-Mutahhar b. al-Qasim (d. 728/1327-1328), he transmits the Manaqib Ibn al-Mag-
hazili through his father who in turn transmits from al-Mansar bi-llah. See al-
Shahari, Tabaqgat al-zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 2: 1072 f. no. 678.

44 Cf. al-Shahari, Tabagat al-zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 2: 698-703 no. 416. Both
works are also explicitly mentioned by Shu‘la al-Akwa* in his jiaza for ‘Abd Allah
al-‘Ansi. See also our forthcoming “Transmission of Knowledge in 7th/13th century
Yemen: The case of Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ans1”. Moreover, the Imam al-Mahdi li-Din
Allah Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim (d. 656/1258) had also studied the Umda
with Shu‘la; cf. our “The literary-religious tradition,” § 7 (Arabic text).

45 <Abd Allah, in turn, transmitted the ‘Umda to his student Badr al-Din Muham-
mad b. Sulayman b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ahmad
b. ‘Al1 b. al-Hasan al-ma‘rif bi-bn Abi I-Rijal (d. 730/1329-1330), one of the promi-
nent Zaydi scholars during his lifetime. Cf. al-Shahari, Tabaqgat al-zaydiyya al-kubra,
vol. 2: 972 1. no. 615; cf. ibid., vol. 2: 6181. no. 373.

46 He is the son of Muhyi al-Din Ibn al-Walid al-Qurashi al-Anf (d. 623/1226) (cf.
al-Wajth, Alam, 677f. no. 713) and author of Shams al-akhbar al-muntaqa min kalam
al-Nabi al-mukhtar, a work in which he includes his chain of transmission for this
work as follows (cf. our forthcoming Licence to transmit. The spread of Mu'tazilt and
Zaydi thought as documented in ijazas. Volume Two: Yemen up to the Imam Yahya
b. Hamza (d. 749/1348-1349), Text 4):
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47 Cf. the isnad for Ibn al-Maghazili's Managib as given in Ibn al-Walid’s al-
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al-‘Alawi al-‘Abbasi (p. 330f.) and to al-qgadi Mansir b. Isma‘il b. Qasim al-Ta’1
(p- 330£.).%8

Among Baha’ al-Din’s contemporaries and students, the impact of Ibn
al-Bitriq as a transmitter of Sunni hadiths and specifically of his ‘Umda is
most visible in al-Mansur bi-llah’s works. In his Sharh al-Risala al-nafi‘a bi-
l-adilla al-wagqi‘a fi tabyin al-Zaydiyya wa-madhahibihim, al-Mansur quotes
180 Sunni traditions from Ibn al-Bitriq’s Umda, so that the work may in fact
be considered an extract of the Umda.*® The Umda also had significant
impact on al-Mansur’s Kitab al-Shaft. This is evident from al-Mansur’s pre-
sentation of his chains of transmission for the various Sunni sources® that

Jawab al-natiq al-sadiq bi-hall al-shubah Kitab al-Fa’iq fima khalafa fihi Ibn al-Mala-
himi madhahib al-Zaydiyya fi l-imama, ed. Faysal ‘Awn (Cairo: Dar al-Afaq al-‘ara-
biyya, 2010), 122 (we thank Gregor Schwarb for having made this edition available
to us). For evidence that Ibn al-Walid had his own copy of the Managqib, see Ibn al-
Maghazili, Mandagqib, 330; MS Mar‘ashi @ksi 187, p. 157 [PLATE SIXTEEN]. On Ibn al-
Walid al-Qurashi, see our “Mu‘tazilism after ‘Abd al-Jabbar (d. 415/1025): Abt Rashid
al-NisaburT’s Kitab Masa’il al-khilaf fi l-usul".

48 Cf. the following two jjazas as quoted in Ibn al-Maghazil's Managib, 330f,;
see also MS Mar‘ashi ‘@ksi187, p. 157 [PLATE SIXTEEN]| The text here is given accord-
ing to the manuscript:
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49 Kitab al-Risala al-nafi‘a bi-l-adilla al-waqi‘a fi tabyin al-Zaydiyya wa-madha-
hibihim wa-dhikr fada@’il Amir al-muw’minin ‘alayhi -salam wa-taqrir adilla ‘ala l-Ima-
miyya wa-sunan man kharaja ‘an al-Shi'a al-muhiqqin min al-Imamiyya wa-l-Bati-
niyya wa-l-Mutarrifiyya, in Majmu‘ ras@’il al-Imam al-Mansir bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b.
Hamza, ed. ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wajih (McLean, VA: Muw’assasat al-Imam Zayd
b. ‘Ali al-thaqafiyya, 1422/2002), vol. 1: 381—491. The editor traces each hadith in Ibn
al-Bitriq’s ‘Umda in the annotation.

50 Al-Shaft, vol. 1:149-179 (as a rule al-Mansur refrains from explicitly mention-
ing the Umda); vol. 3: 392. Here al-Mansur states:
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not only go in each case through Ibn al-Bitriq but is also modelled on the lat-
ter’s presentation of his asanid at the beginning of the Umda.? Ibn al-Bitriq
also serves al-Mansiir as a principal source in his al-Igd al-thamin, a book
that is directed against the Imamiyya. Despite its polemical character, al-
Mansur referred to Ibn al-Bitriq whenever he mentions Sunni sources about
the fada’il of the imams.>? The transmission through Ibn al-Bitriq is also sig-
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Specifically for Ibn al-Maghazili’s Managqib, al-Mansur also mentions the alterna-
tive isnad via Ibn al-Sharafiyya (al-Shafi, vol. 1:1721.):

ol sl sl Jor 3 agall b e T d oY CBL S sles] Ells e
pady t.uwg.j Sl s 3 Al 5}!\0«.‘.4-\ J.e-\u,g\a
G A o B ) Glanal dalo oy 0F o o bl B Bl
%L““WJWJJ‘WJJMJ"‘?‘L@MJJMJ“M
o) sl et A3l ol G o e ot o st
Jer 28y gl GYBLI o S 5T Lol ol o (gl ol oo
oo o e S A ) e Jadl g2l Gladl o ) A )
&*-wijw\mﬁ—ié°béum‘“’vﬂh’dg}“(ﬁ@m

&

2 o de pedd ol G G eTill e & ar, @Ji\ ‘*M}f
Ao ) 4z Canal) Clabl Y

5! Tbn al-Bitriq, Umda, ed. Qum 1407[/1986-1987], 18—24.

52 See, e.g., al-1qd al-thamin fi ahkam al-a’imma al-hadin, ed. ‘Abd al-Salam b.
‘Abbas al-Wajih (McLean, VA: Mu’assasat al-Imam Zayd b. ‘Ali al-thaqafiyya, 1421/
2001), 71f. where he provides the following isnad:
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nificant in the chapter devoted to al-ahadith fi [-Mahdi ‘alayhi al-salam®
where al-Mansir’s principal source is Ibn al-Bitriq’s otherwise lost Kashf al-
makhfi ft manaqib al-Mahdi.>* Another Yementi scholar to use Ibn al-Bitriq
extensively is Humayd al-Mubhalli in his Mahdasin al-azhar fi managib imam
al-abrar wa-walid al-a’imma al-athar al-Imam Amir al-mw’minin Ali b. Abt
Talib ‘alayhi al-salam.> The author indicates his chain of transmission for
Sunni materials as Humayd al-Mubhalli < Baha’ al-Din Abu I-Hasan ‘Al b.
Ahmad b. al-Husayn « ‘Afif al-Din ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Hamid al-Yamani
al-San‘ani « Yahya b. al-Hasan b. al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Bitriq al-
Asadi al-Hilli ...5 Humayd also transmits Ibn al-Maghazili's Managib using
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53 Al-1qd al-thamin, 204—217.

5 Cf. Ansari, “Zaydiyya,” 156f. On Ibn al-Bitrig’s Kashf, see also Kohlberg, A
Medieval Scholar, 213f. no. 258. On the basis of the quotations of the work in al-
Mansir’s al-Iqd al-thamin, Muhammad Rida al-Husayni al-Jalalt has reconstructed
the work (“al-Tariq ila istikhraj kitab mafqud li-bn al-Bitriq,” ‘Ulam al-hadith 13
(1425[ /2004—2005]): 177—228).

% Ed. Muhammad Bagir al-Mahmudi (Qum: Majma‘ ihya’ al-thaqafa al-isla-
miyya, 1422[/2001—-2002]).

56 Mahasin, 961. (see also ibid., 305):
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the alternative chain of transmission through Ibn al-Sharafiyya: Humayd al-
Muhalli <~ Baha al-Din Abu l-Hasan ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. al-Husayn al-Akwa“
« Afif al-Din ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Hamid al-Yamani al-San‘ani « ‘Ali b.
Abi I-Fawaris Ibn al-Sharafiyya ...5” Al-Mansur bi-llah al-Hasan b. Badr al-
Din Muhammad b. Ahmad®® also quotes both Ibn al-Bitriq’s Umda and
Ibn al-Maghazili’'s Manaqib extensively in his Kitab Anwar al-yaqin fi ima-
mat Amir al-muwminin, composed in 638/1240-1241. Ibn al-Bitriq’s impact
remains significant over the following centuries, as is visible in the Kitab al-
I'tisam bi-habl Allah al-matin wa-hurmat al-tafarruq fi -din of al-Mansur bi-
llah al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Hasani al-San‘ani (d. 1029/1620) where
he is widely cited.>® Moreover, al-Hasan b. al-Qasim b. al-Mu’ayyad bi-llah
(d. 156/1743) is also known to have studied the work.5°

57 Mahasin, 44f. (cf. also ibid, 751.):
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Cf. also Humayd al-Muhalli, al-Hada’iq al-wardiya ft managib a’immat al-Zaydiyya,
ed. al-Murtada b. Zayd al-Mahatwari Hasani (San‘@’: Maktabat Markaz Badr al-ilm1
wa-l-thaqafi, 2002), vol. 1: 8, 20f.

58 He is the brother of Sharaf al-Din al-Husayn b. Badr al-Din (d. 663/1264-1265),
the author of Kitab Yanabi‘ al-nasiha fi l-‘aqa’id al-sahtha (San@’: Dar al-hikma al-
yamaniyya, 1418/1998). For Anwar al-yaqin, which is extant in manuscript, see al-
Husayni, Muallafat, vol. 1: 176 no. 474.

59 Qasim b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali, al-I'tisam bi-habl Allah al-matin wa-hurmat al-
tafarruq fi l-din bi-ma shara‘ahu Subhanahu wa-Ta‘ala fi Kitabihi al-Dhikr al-mubin
wa-‘ala lisan Rasulihi Muhammad Khatam al-Nabr'in ... wa yal[/u’ Kitab Anwar al-
tamam frtatimmat al-I'tisam li-Ahmad ibn Yasuf Zabara (San@’: Maktabat al-Yaman
al-Kubra, 1987), vol. 1: 45, 144. On the author, a Zaydi imam and founder of the
Qasimi dynasty, see al-Wajth, Afam, 777—782 no. 839.

60 Cf. al-Shahari, Tubagat al-zaydiyya al-kubra, vol. 1: 3251. no. 184.
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(D = Ibn al-Maghazili (d. 483/1090)
(author of Managib Alr b. Abi Talib)

(2) = Abu l-Hasan ‘Ali b. Muhammad
b. al-Hasan b. Abi Nizar Ibn al-
Sharafiyya al-Wasit1

(3) = Abu I-Husayn Shams al-Din
Yahya b. al-Hasan b. al-Husayn
al-Asadi al-Hilli (“Ibn al-Bitriq”)

(d. 600/1203-1204 or 601/1204-1205)
(author of ‘Umdat ‘wyun sihah
al-akhbar)

(@) = “Afif al-Din ‘Ali b. Muhammad b.
Hamid al-Yamani al-San‘ani

(5) = Baha’ al-Din ‘Ali b. Ahmad b.
al-Husayn b. al-Mubarak b. Ibrahim
b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Akwa“
(alive in 627/1229-1230)

(6) = ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Ali b. Ahmad b.
al-Hasan al-Akwa“ (son of Bah&
al-Din al-Akwa)

(@) = al-Mansir bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b.
Hamza (d. 614/1217)

= Humayd b. Ahmad b. Muhammad
b. Ahmad al-Muhalli al-San‘ant (b.
582/1186, d. 652/1254)

(9 = Ahmad b. Muhammad Shu‘la
(Shu‘la al-Akwa)

= Imran b. al-Hasan b. Nasir al-
Shatawi al-‘Udhr1 (d. after 630/1232—
1233)

H. Ansari, S. Schmidtke / Journal of Islamic Manuscripts 4 (2013) 158-198

1) = ‘Ali b. Humayd b. Ahmad b. al-
Walid al-Qurashi (d. 635/1237-1238)

(12 = Badr al-Din Muhammad b.
Sulayman b. Ahmad b. Muhammad
b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ahmad
b. ‘Ali b. al-Hasan al-ma‘raf bi-bn Abi
1-Rijal (d. 730/1329-1330)

(13) = al-Mutawakkil ‘ala llah al-Mutah-
har b. Yahya b. al-Mutahhar b. al-
Qasim

= ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ansi (b.
593/1196-1197, d. Sha‘ban 667/April
1268)

(5 = Muhammad b. al-Mutawakkil
‘ala llah al-Mutahhar b. Yahya b. al-
Mutahbhar b. al-Qasim (d. 728/1327—
1328)

=Imam al-Mahdi li-Din Allah
Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim
(d. 656/1258)

= the unknown scribe of MS Ambro-
siana C 96.

= Mubhy1 al-Din Muhammad (or:
Humayd) b. Ahmad b. ‘Al b. al-Walid
al-Qurashi al-Anf (d. 623/1226)

= al-Mufaddal b. ‘Al1 b. al-Muzaffar
al-‘Alaw1 al-‘Abbasi (p. 330f.)

= al-qadi Mansir b. Isma‘l b. Qasim
al-Ta’1 (p. 330f.)
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Plate 1: al-‘Ansi Codex, f. 42a. Beginning of ‘Abd Allah
al-‘AnsT’s copy of ‘Ubayd Allah al-Haskan1’s Shawahid
al-tanzil li-qawa'id al-tafdil fi [-ayat al-nazila fi ahl al-bayt.
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Plate 2: al-‘Ansi Codex, f. 41b. Last page of ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ansi’s
copy of al-Hakim al-Jishumi’s Tanbih al-ghafilin, concluded with a
colophon (lines 28-29) dated 13 Rabi‘ Il 644/28 August 1246.
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Plate 3: al-Ansi Codex, f. 174a. End of copy of ‘Ubayd Allah al-HaskanT’s
Shawahid al-tanzil li-qawa'id al-tafdil fi [-ayat al-nazila fi ahl al-bayt, with a
colophon by Muhammad b. As‘ad dated 2 Shawwal 644/10 February 1247.
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Plate 4: al-‘Ansi Codex, f. 175a. Title page of ‘Abd Allah al-‘AnsT's copy of Ibn
al-Bitriq's al- Umda fi ‘uyun sihah al-akhbar fi manaqib imam al-abrar.
Here, al-‘Ansi names himself as the owner of the copy of the text.
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Plate 5: al-‘Ansi Codex, f. 175b. Opening of ‘Abd Allah al-‘AnsT’s copy of
Ibn al-Bitriq’s al- Umda where ‘Abd Allah indicates his own
chain of transmission linking him to the author of the work.

Downloaded from Brill.com 10/11/2024 11:43:43AM
via Princeton University Library



188 H. Ansari, S. Schmidtke / Journal of Islamic Manuscripts 4 (2013) 158-198

Plate 6: al-‘Ansi Codex, f. 243b. Colophon concluding Part One of
‘Abd Allah al-‘Anst’s copy of Ibn al-Bitriq’s al- Umda and
announcing Part Two, written in alternating black and red lines.

Downloaded from Brill.com 10/11/2024 11:43:43AM
via Princeton University Library



H. Ansari, S. Schmidtke / Journal of Islamic Manuscripts 4 (2013) 158-198 189

Plate 7: MS BSB, Munich, Cod. Arab. 1273, f. 152b. End of
Muhammad b. As‘ad al-‘Anst’s copy of the Kitab al-Mahajja
al-bayd@’ fi usul al-din, the opus magnum of his uncle ‘Abd Allah
b. Zayd with colophon dated 20 Rabi‘ Il 640/17 October 1242.
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Plate 8: MS BSB, Munich, Cod. Arab. 1286, f. 224b. End of
Muhammad b. As‘ad al-‘Ansi’s copy of the Kitab al-Mahajja
al-bayda’ fi usul al-din, the opus magnum of his uncle ‘Abd Allah b.
Zayd with colophon dated 14 Rabi‘ II 641/1 October 1243.
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Plate 9: MS Ambrosiana, Milan, C g6, f. 2a. Title page
of a Yemenite manuscript of Ibn al-Bitriq's ‘Umda.
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Plate 10: MS Ambrosiana, Milan, C 96, f. 2b.
Opening of the text of Ibn al-Bitriq’s ‘Umda.
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Plate 11: MS Ambrosiana, Milan, C g6, f. 137b. End of Volume One of Ibn
al-Bitriq’s Umda, containing a note in the hand of Humayd b. Ahmad b.
Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Muhalli al-San‘ani (b. 582/1186, d. 652/1254), stating
that he had collated the copy with the one that was read to Baha’ al-Din ‘Ali
al-Akwa, a task he had completed on 1 Sha‘ban 640/24 January 1243.
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Plate 12: MS Majlis 8984, title page. Copy of Ibn Bitriq’s Umda.
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Plate 13: MS Majlis 8981, p. 245. Copy of Ibn Bitriq’s ‘Umda, end of text.
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Plate 14: MS Majlis 8981, p. 246. Copy of Ibn Bitriq’s
‘Umda, end of text with barely readable balagh.
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Plate 15: MS Mar‘ashi ‘aksz187, p. 1. Ibn al-Maghazili al-Wasit1's
(d. 483/1090) Manaqib Al b. Abi Talib, containing in the margin
(different hand) the text of the jjaza issued by Ibn al-Bitriq to ‘Ali
b. Muhammad b. Hamid and his “son” Yaqut, followed by the other
ifaza issued by ‘Al b. Muhammad to Baha’ al-Din al-Akwa"“.
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Plate 16: MS Mar‘ashi ‘aksi 187, p. 157. Ibn al-Maghazili al-Wasiti’s
(d. 483/1090) Managib Alr b. Abi Talib. The transmitter of the
text, Imran b. al-Hasan b. Nasir al-Shatawi al-‘Udhr1 (d. after
630/1232-1233), adds a colophon to his copy of the Managib
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