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Roman Studies at the Institute for Advanced Study 

Roman history was added to the fields represented in the 
School of Historical Studies with the appointment of Andrew Alfoldi 
in 1955. Though he became an emeritus in 1966, he continues to 
work at the Institute, and pursues his researches and publishes 
the results with undiminished vigor. Since his arrival in Princeton, 
he has concentrated for the most part on two periods. One is archaic 
Rome and the beginning of the Republic. Two notable books deserve 
special mention: Early Rome and the Latins, 1965, and Die Struktur 
des voretruskischen Romersta:"ate"S, 1974 . . In the second he goes back 
to a~ least the beginning of the first millenium B.C. and in his 
search for comparative materials and related societies reaches as 
far as Central Asia. A volume which will be a supplement to Early 
Rome is in press. The second period of concentration is the end of 
the Republic and the re-establishment of monarchy under Caesar. 
Nor has Professor Alfoldi stopp~d working in other periods in which 
he had interested himself earlier, for i .nstance the ruler cult in 
the early Empire and the conflict of Christ'ian.ity and paganism in 
the fourth century. 

In 1965 I became a professor in the School. Though giving 
way to distractions and temptations in other areas from time to 
time, I have been concerned chiefly with two or thr.ee subjects. 
One is the Roman Imperial Army, il"l part'icular the half of it which 
was originally recruited from non-citizen provincials. My interest 
is chiefly in social history, including such matters as Romanization; 
the practical difficulty is the great mass of information, often 
ambiguous and requiring close study, which despite its dimensions · 
often does not allow one easily to reach secure conclusions about 
a large part of the hundreds of units. I have also agreed to give 
a · series of Sather ·Lectures at Berkeley which will deal with aspects 
of the army, including the manifold consequences of the replacement 
of a citizen militia by a professional army during the Empire. A 
second major area of interest has been Egypt. I expect to publish 
a volume of Greek papyri from Egypt, now at Columbia, which I have 
already transcribed. I also plan t~e~f~~e a volume on Roman Egypt 
for the Provinces of the Roman Emuire7. I hope also to do something 
more with unpublished materials from the excavations at Dura-Europos 
on the Euphrates, in particular inscriptions and evidence for Roman 
frontier policy along the Middle Euphr~tes. 
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What perhaps deserves particular emphasis is that the 
Ins~itute has become a fruitful center for Roman studies, i mportant 
for scholars everywhere in this field though we can provide places 
each year for only a few of those who have strong qualifications 
and who would like to come. Eminent senior scholars in Roman studies 
who have been members include Lil~ R. Taylor (Bryn Mawr), Republican 
politics; H. G. Pflaum (C.N .R.S., Paris), certainly the leading Latin 
.epigraphist of his generation, who has been preparing a handbook on 
the subject here; o. Skutsch ( London), who came here to complete his 
edition of Ennius; E. J. Bickerman (Columbia ) , ancient religion; G. 
Dumezil (College de France), comparative religion; and T. R. S. 
Broughton (Bryn Mawr and North Carolina), economic history of Spain. 
Sir Ronald Syme may also be mentioned. Though never a member he has 
repeatedly and in fact regularly been a short term visitor i n recent 
years. 

We can take special satisfaction i n the young scholars for 
whom a stay here came at a critical point in their developmer.t. 
Among those in this group are A. Chastagnol, now at the Sorbonne 
and the leading authority in France on the Late · Empire and C. Nicolet , 
also at the Sorbonne and the best ~rench expert on the Republic . 
Chastagnol was at Rennes when he came here; Nicolet held a junior 
post at Caen. A year here enabled R. ·Duncan-Jones (Cambridge) to 
finish his first book, The Economic His tory of the Roman Empire. 
Christopher Jones had published very little when he came to my 
attention and :vas encouraged to apply in 1970, and it was necessary 
to read his Plutarch and Rome in typescript. I understand that he 
will be promoted to full professor at Tor onto this year, at the age 
of 34. Others that we identified as very promising and brought here 
while quite young include F . Millar (Queen's College, Oxfor d), who 
has just been selected as Momigliano 's successor at London) , W. Ludwig 
an~ W. V. Harris (both now at Columbia, t he former as chairman of 
the Classics Dept), and G. Alfoldy (recently appointed as Habicht •s 
successor at Heidelberg). · 

For a considerable number the Institute has provided facil
ities, resources, . and an opportunity for· contact with scholars in 
their fields that were iargely lacking in their own institutions. 
This is most immediately obvious in the cases of some members from 
abroad: for example, R. Roca-Puig (Barcelona), J. Sasel ( Ljubljana), 
Z. Yavetz (Tel Av-iv), and D . . M. Pippidi (Bucharest). 

February 4, 1975 
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