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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540

Telephone 609-734-8000

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES February L, 198L

Dear Kezia,

We both want to thank you for letting us read the two lectures
on your visit to Tibet and on Buddhist architecture in South-East Asia, which
I am returning to you herewith as you asked us to do. We wished as we read
that we might have been seeing the slides, which we had to imagine with the
help of such collections as we have of pictures of Indian, Buddhist, and
Chinese architecture and sculpture. I am sure that the lectures were very
successful, and we want to congratulate you upon them.

Tt is good to know that you are both well, though busy, and that
you have had such good news and charming pictures from you son in Munich.
You seem to evplain the "less optimistic" news from your mother by the fact
that she will be 80 this spring; and as T read that it suddenly occurred to
me that my lack of "optimism" mey be due to the fact that I too will be 80
this spring. Anyway this unusually severe winter has not had a good effect
on us, In December and early January Ruth and I were ill in turn and then
together; and, although we have weathered those illnesses now, we are both
very tired. Fortunately, however, Ruth is not at the moment depressed; and
so matters might be much worse than they are.

At either end of our living room now there is a head of our
lord Sakyamuni, who taught the Middle Way. As I enter or leave the room
T am reminded of the detachment that I should have achieved and have
woefully failed to achieve. T am still bound to the Wheel - for how meny
moére incarnations? I wonder whether you know the poem about the Buddha
by mv teacher: "The best loved man who ever trod the ancient earth is he
who taught that by denying wife and god man's peace is won, salvation boughte.."?

With love and thanks to you and Wico as ever

Yours,

% oé(\_,
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ADORATION OF THE MAGI
Illuminated manuscript from a

Book of Hours, French, ca. 1400

The Art Museum, Princeton University
Gift of Harold K. Hochschild (79-36)
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