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PRINCETON URIVERSITY Relations WoAl
HASVARD
MORSE, MARETON Biogrephical
VERLEN, G,
EINTEIN, A,
DICEoOR

/ BiRKuOrP
WEYL, HLRMANN

Interview with Professory Merse, May 25, 1956),
Filed in Vertical File under Morse Interviews,

interview with Norse, 5/25/56
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1931-1945
%morr, GEORGE D, Biographical
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academie Organization

Correspondence of Birkhoff with Flexner at the Institute.
He was & mathematician at Harvard, and Flexner's first choice
for appointment to the School of Mathematies. In September, 1938,
he spoke publically, questioning the advisability of
foreign mat hemat iclans coming th the United S¢ates, and
competing with American mathematicians. Flexner ob jected
strenuously to hils attitude.

There 18 also correspondence about Marston Morse.

File I-12
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0RO 'L OF MATHEMATICE Atadenic Organization
POLICIES Administration

|/ WIBRNGPY , GEORGE Biogreapnical
m‘ﬁ. ‘.

Birkhol [ to Flesner, Maren 17, 1%31.

Plexner has oonsulted nim ab CamGridge. e bhad sent
bim & cepy of Bulletin %o, 1. Birknoff expressed nlnselfl
deeply impressed,

n.nhudmamnnomrrn-n?
memorandus explaining the way in whioh ke woulé atisck als
oun subject of mathematlios 1f be had a free hand to do s0,
Someuhst loathe to do se, because Viexner hus thought more
about 1t, but thelir views seem to coinelde,

e would sugrest o .Il or two
nathematicians of ® al They snould
be ehosen for the eortance of num h they have

under way, snd only secondadly with reference to the
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abllity o work with other men, mltmh'
unfortunate if such a man were not able work in
oonzmtznn with youmger men and to have some intorest

gheuld be fakep whepever Shey wors

The remainder of the ste'f would conslst mainly of
ymmginag promise of unapual talent to be Laken
wamlol.rpm to be seleoted absoln

rorrdto pers j} salary to be sulffle
high, and duties so oonaon.l:! thet th uu on:::!‘

f- & period of years without 4ifficul It nnu.
however, be Lhe normel expectation that tm would go
into the academie fleléd alfter thelr period had expired,”
They mlght be retained alfter the limited yoars.

"o noe whatever would be attached to
keeping o departmont of ma:hematics, that is,
:1:- :;\hh the v:r::u flelds of nﬁ:luu and suu.

oations shgul evenly reprezented. There wou
however, be a definlte amaxsas purpese %o give equal
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welght to pure and applied mathems tics becsuse of the

inoreasing importance which mathematics iz likely to have
for all of soience.

R "If I were in your plave, | talnk 1 phould be

inclined to make pure matuemetics & very cornerstone of
the Institute,”

I=12
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SOWOIL OF WATEIMATICS Ap@uenle upia-lzatl B
SMITH, DAVID ECGESE (PRON LOosDOW) gisgra uisal

PLEXNE , A,

HALAMARD

Amanwr, o, b,
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FOLICIED Adminis tration
MATHENATICS Acadenie iotivitiee
EQOEMICS

//snm. QEDEGE D, Blogmphlsal

Seorge De Birkhoff te Flemner, Hovemder 5, 133l. Gopye
"Cembridge, Nov, 5, 1931
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a0 & pormunent statemmnt of the fdesls of the institute,

"I will give you, however, my prinscipel restioms for what
they are wor

"(1) Subjects

M soleotion of matbematies &s & riret subject is &
vu-; not becaus s 1t stands for pure intellectial
I‘o type and playes an ever mt:’
uh numu. wut aleso tecsuse the whole field
numan mﬁ '‘mathems t ical olarification’,
teorge the Irish

IIN” logiesl consegquenses importantd
eoolal domelas” I thlnk A6 1s important for the humsn rece
to find out, Py Forthooming Dook on Assthetie Measure will
represent one laveesticetion of this gemeral type,
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"The staff, espeoially the firet stafr, is funtamentelly
mtw‘h Instita T™he institute must therefore
secure men of the hishest poseible celibre, cutstanding
fgures of thelir dey, By so Going theve will be set up & high
and eevere Inteliestual standurd such a8 18 obviow not

to be found Soday in Americen Universities. I toe

setting of proper standerds in Shis munner as gatresely important in
mm.

-
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“In order to get thle inftiel eteff it is Jnt.ﬂdl "

necegaary to st your maximum sclarics at a rathsr

I think muoh will upon the deolslon of the Inetitube
in this direotion, Yot that the Guestion of cuspensation
is a fandemental once & certain satisfuctory level hue
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porhaps better, primarily because of the
remarkable wmabbemat ical center there and the et that Frinoeton
is on the amony Americen Universitiss., Ao &
physiosl site and in geographical location, 1% would be hard
to imgreve upon Irimcsto,

"Cambridgze aleo hes polnts o consider, a¢ an intellectual
eenter of first order, not to0 large for a ressonsble
quist in Living.

“lowever I come vack finmally te Primceton as the poesible
future losation of the conters of lsarning end resesron,
nesr S0 New York, The Fpr n msthem tisal group will
sooperste strongly with yours, That i» also ean importent item,

"1 an lookin; forverd with mush interest to seelng
Frofessor Mitrany in & few dayme

®uith kindect pemembrances,

Bincersly yours,
/8/ veorge D. Birkhoff

File 1e12
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MATHEMATICS Acadenie Urganisetion
BCONOMICS
POLICY Admainistration

/BIRKHOPF, 0RO, D, Mography

See lotter on proposed Institute
Birkhoff to Flemmer - 11/5/3

Vol. 1, Appendix to minutes of L/11/32 (firet set of minutes in Vol, 1)
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11/5

~BIRKHOFF, GEORGE D. Biography

H.S. ECONOMIC Academic Organization

®"Hashih, Chinese philosopher, has pointed out that the material success of the West is
really spiritual in many of its aspects...clearly right to the extent human welfare can
be immeasurably improved in the Far East and this would make possible a development of
the spirit not possible at present. But we know so little of economic law from a

fundamental, impartial world point of view. Clearly the Institute can be of great
service in the economic field."

From excerpts from a letter to A. Flexner from George D. Birkhoff of Cambridge
Vol. 1, Minutes 11/5/31



Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 1: Birkhoff
From the Shelby Whi evy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

\ ./SIBKHWP, GEORGE D, UTOGRAPRICAL
DODIS , HAROLD
VEBLEN, 0.
ALEXANDER
VON NEUMAN N
Mrs, Birkhoff on George D. Birkhoff's acceptance and
reversal. '

See statement 1t took Veblen's raid to bring Dodds to
his senses,

Interview with Marston Morse, 6/2 /56
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1932 é/13

FOUNLE 'S Corparation
l;ll‘?ttl. Ao Biographical

/ Bnxnorr,

Floxner to “amberger, February 13, 1933

e has visited Demberger ang "rs, Fuld, apparently
in 7hoenix, andhes jost Peturnede i %

"You at luncheon, 1 saw Mr, Leldesdorf and Mr, Masss
and told them the substance of what I hed Sold you and
Mre, Puld regard conferences at Pesadena, They were

both quite thri at the possibilities, but of course we
cannot count any ‘unhatched culckens,!

"I shall, in & csutious way, open negotiations with

Dirkhoff gnd Weyl end shall endeaver to keep in touch with

mhﬂl.! Einstein, but I shall keep within the financial limits
oh we mentlioned In our conference,
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"I bad written my brother Simén, whese judgment I very

value talk with frofessor Einstein and

-..’3-.-, hq:pi;ﬂ.;:g.u-nll on my desk on my return Sthe
following note hims

"tDear Abe:

‘] was sent the other day an abetract from one of
your letters in whieh you repart a remarksble talk
with Hinstein and his ¢t in your 10,
euls betng 16 o ."o'n:.u. 1 -
very a

the n::":fu‘ is mlh‘". ed, You wiil
‘hen for him §t will be most weble, assuring him a
security waich in the disturbed stute of Cermany he
esn hardly have,

Ho let me sce you very s on after your return,
tlove,
'Simon’
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]
:
i
:
]
£

111 rejolce at his
that it be possible to perfect
us to give Niastein

an
the opportunity uhuh.‘tgw onn%u-.unumtmouq

D, Bapmberger, Louls, 19301936
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Shelby Wi Lgch SRS 2/a9, 3/2v, 3/a8

GERE AL ioademie Foreonuel

80RO L OF MATERMAT I0SB Atpdemic Opcanization
/bmm, 0=ORGR D, Blographioal

w. ‘I

After corres Ondences with Birkhof! over a full yeur,
and subject to suthorization by Tyustees, Fleznsr offered
Birkhof? professorship of mathematics at §D per annum,
retiring age at 65, 10 per cent to be added ‘: Birknof('s
TIAA sooum:l:tioms, retiremont pension to be $0,000 per
annom with 1AS making up muum pension of surviving
widow at 85,000, tesehing basie full time, Shat is, no
outslide activity for a ial return, select own atudenta,
auppointment to 32, nvitation 1s S0 round out
personnel by about 2 more sppointments So be selected (nod
by Birkheff) with same nigsh standard.

PRI e s g - g 55 o Bty )

and Frecident Lowe uocepted the position on
mnm.:ﬁwm-mmnmuumn‘.“
1932, On March 10 Flexmer committed Lelcesdorfl to ask Trus
for full sabatisal year at full pay.

I=12
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1932 3/1

FOUNDERS Corporation
/ﬁnnm. GEORGE Blographical

FLEXNE!, A.
MAASS, HERBERT H,
LEIDESDORF, 8, D,

B‘m:ﬁf rp) oy
Flexner to Lpidesdurf, Mareh 1, 1932.

Recounts a conversation with Birkhoff who ¢ ame down
from Harverd, "And, following out the understanding I had
with you, I told him that I was disposed to recommend his
appointment at the April mecting of the Doard as a
profeassor of mathematics, I wish very much that you and
Mrs., Fuld could have been present at the interview, His
enthusiasm and interest were beautiful to witness, and he has
since written me thet if we earry out our plan as we have

outlined 1t to him, it will merk another new era in higher
educetion in this country, I have made him no promises, but
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I am perfecily sure that on the terms whioh we discuseed he
will sooept, and this will be & t 'feather in ocur cap'
for 1% means ymoh that a man of highest o Ml‘
be willing %o give up & privileged mlﬂu in Harvard
University in order to cast in hils with us, Before and
after talking with Professor Rirkhof! I conferred with

Nre Naass and Mr, Leldesdarf, snd they Shéroughly approve all
mnzumm.numxwummulmzun

D, Bamberger, louls, 1930-1936
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SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academioc Orgenization
szm. ¢ EORCE Blographical
FLEXNER, A,

Flexner to Keppel, February 4, 1937.

Birkhoff wrote an elaborute paper whiech he finished
"two or three weeks ago,” and before sxkingxis underteking to
publish 1t, he brought it down to Princeton and read it to
the assemb mathematical group for oriticism and discussion
which ococcurred over two days' perloed, He went back to
re-write 1 ¢,

Flexner also tells Feppel Sir Otto Niemeyer, Head-ef

Beononiop~and-bbasdnbdens Director of the Dank of Lngland
is arranging a meeting of the head of Eecnomies and Statistics

Section to study with Hlefler three months,

On February 3, 1987, Keppel informs Flexmer the Executive

D Pi'e, Carnegie Corporation, 1932-1939 | further reference in rile to
: n{ho gq%’ogzjm $25,000 for emhof 3 years,
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1938 September

8CHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Orgnization
7 BIRKHOFF, GEORGE D,

Birkhoff spoke publically questioning the advisablility of fore
mathematicians coming th the United States of America and competing wi
American mathematiclane, Flexner objected,

z -l
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1936

COMMONWEALTH *URD Foundet lons
PLEXEE' , A,
EEED, EDMARD B,

/ BInEuory

0&:!1‘:2 for towm nl-l Fwed pont aim Commonwe alth
Vund Fo .

Piled in “hyonologicel File under 1938, 9/12.

Scvurce Unkmown
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EMIGRES ‘eademic Personnel
/ BIKKHOFF, OGEORCE D, Biographical
PIRXNER, A,

Flexner to Birkhoff, September 12, 19308,

He bhas resd in the M rgﬁ of a statement
made by Birkhoff in an addTess, serious objection
to the immigration of foreign mtmthhm to this
country on the thaet hurlm me themat ic lans are

thus kept out of positions," On the assumption that the
quote is correct, Flexner tokes lasue with Birkhoff. He
gays taere is no limit to the need of modern mathematie ians
in this eountry to tecch in universities, occllegea, and
high sehools, Ig it better to train our young people by
firste-rate foreigners than by second or third-rate
Americens? He adverts to the institute in his argument.
Was it wise to bring ®instein, Weyl and von Neumann? Does
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Btekhapk Birkhoff know of any “mericens who are kept out of
positions by the cholice of these men?

Birkhoff's son is assistant professer at Harvard,
but the Institute is making & grant toward hls expenses ks
so that he may spend a year here. Should the institute do
20 in order that we might nelp persons inferior to them
who happen to be Americans out of a position? Men have
been brought t o the Institute and to American universities
because they are excel lent mathemeticians. "Despite the
number of foreigners who have come to “merica, the
American of equal ability invariably gete the preference,

seems
"In tiis era of hate and prejudice it cammx to me
of the utmost importance that no American should utter
any opinion calculated to fan an anti-foreign ruu’.
On the eontrary, though I should have been happier if there
had been no lntior or Mussolini, I confess 1 am delighted
a8 an American that we have profited so largely by the folly
of these fanatiocs,"
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Birkhoff to Flexner, September 15, 1938,

Birkhoff has written the article and sent it from
Europe, 0e did not read the part of the address as
descoribed to him in the New York papers, but refered the
reported to an advanced copy of the address as it appeared
in Volume 11 of the Seml-Centennial publications, mmdxhmk
The statement to which Flexner ob jects follows: (From

Pifty Years of American Mathematies by G. D, Birkhoff):

"fhe second special group to whieh I wish to refer is
made up of mothematiclans who hove come here {rom Lurcpe in
the last huntg years, largely on account of vearious advirse
conditions, This 1nfiu has recently been large and we have
gained very much it. UVearly all of the newcomers have
been men of high abllity, and some of them wouid have been

ustly reckoned as among the greatest m:themsticlans of

ope, A partial list of such men is indeed impressive:
Emil Artin, Solomon Boehner, Hichard Courant, T, He Gronwall,
Einar Hille, E, R, van Kampen, Solomon Lefschets,
Hans Levy, Karl mngor. John von Npumann, Oystein Ore,
He A, Fudemscher, Tibor Badd, Js A, Shohat, D, J» Struik,
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oOtte Szlez, Gabor Szego, J. D, Tamarkin, J, V. Uspensky
Soomtam Wepl, de B, MEEbehant, durel Visonsy, Osesr Saslont,

"With this eminent group emong us, there inevitably
arises a sense of increased duty toward our own promising
younger American mathemsticians, In fact most of the
newoomers hold research positions, sometimes with modest
etipend, but nevertheless with ample epportunity for their
oun investigations, and not burdened with the usual heavy
round of tesohing Guties. In this way the number of similer
positions avallable for young American mathematicians is certain
to be lessened, with the attendant probability that some of
them will be forced to become 'hewers of wood and drawers of
water,' I believe we have réached a polint of saturation,
where we must definitely avoid this danger.

"It should be added, however, thut the very situation
ust alluded to has accentuatec a factor which has besn working
o the advantage of our general mathem:tical situation,

Faregseeing university and colleze presidents, desirous of
improving the intellectual status of the hu‘ltntlm whieh
they serve, conclude that a highly practical thing to do is
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to strengthen their mathematical staffs., Por, in dolng so,

no extraordinary Mbomury or library expenses are incurred;
farthemmore the subject of mathemstics 1s in a state of
continual creative growth, ever more ilmportant to engineer,
selentist, and philosopher alike; and onolhlt mathematicians
from here and sbroad are within financial reach,"

Flexner responds mare in sorrow than in ngo.v.
September 30, 1938, by t ak an unsomprémising view of
the illimitable neod for good mathematicians, He does
not belisve for an instant that we are at the point of
saturation, and he makes a very convincing argument,

File I-12
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1938
MATHEYATICS Academic Activities
ﬁfnmow. OEORGE D, Biographical

Named 30 centers of mathematical » tudy in Xf U, &, all
comparable in sense "that the most significant uathou?tieié)
Pe

contributions may happen to come from any of them."
Suggests could well be doubled., L southe-fice Inst,,

Duke U,, Texas and Virginia,

Address to 2o, University Conference Durham N, C,, I-12
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1) 5/13

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Organiszation
/‘nmnorr. COEROE D. Biographical

Prof. Birkhoff coammenting on the study of mathematics in the U.S5. said:
on visit to Institute:
"Iou have it in kaji your power here to 1lift the whole level of mathematical studies
in the United States, and if the funds which you are spending on the subject of
mathematics are thus enmabled to make #6,000,000 expenditure more effective, your

;

£
V
Tr. ¥in, - 5/13/40 - Appenddx 7= pp. 3
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/BIRKHOFF, GEORGE D. Biographical
WEYL, HERMANN
Weayl to Prof, Jullan L. Coolidge, Cambridge, Mass.?
“Dirkhof{f's sudden departure came as a great shock to all the mathematicians in
this cowtsy, and to us his sany friends., I have the profoundest admirution for his

mathematical work, but I am afreid physics was Birkhoff's Achilles' heel. It seems to me
he never fully grasped to what extent physics, through the enormous strides sfximbsoryess



Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 1: Birkhoff
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

relativity theory.

g
E
;

w m. - “-

last person you should have asked
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/ BIRKHOFF Biogra hical
WEYL, HERMANN

See correspondence 1945, February to March between
Garrett Birkhoff, son of George D, Birkhaff of the Harvard Department
dzkamk of Mathematies, and Hermann Weyl in wnieh Birkhoff
virtually assaults Weyl on method of handling a matter or
corrections in the Mathematlcel Journal, and note Weyl's
ease and temperance and broad xmaxm guage treatment of the
episode in setting $he young man straight.

Weyl was a member of the Birkhoff Memorial Finance
Committee which was arranging for the financing and the
publication of ¢ three of George D, Birkhoff's books.

George D, Birkhoff 's laat letter to Weyl was
November 1, 19hh. A letter from Marjorie G. Birkhoff (Mrs, CGeorge)
dated March 1, =mxkmax 1945, acknowledges Hermann Weyl's and
his wife's sympathetic letter to Mprs. Birkhoff on the occasion
of the dmth of George D.
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Correspondence in the flle before this reveals that
Birkhoff and Weyl were at loggerheads on a theory of
Birkhoff's on & perfectioh of the theory of relativity,
prior to his death. The correspondence pn this point pmas runs
from Schtoher August, 194) until November, 194l

W (Weyl] File Beh
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GENERAL

FORETOE

SITE (Buildings & Orounds)
FOUNDERS

GEST ORIENTAL LIBRARY
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

10/31

Facilities
Corporation

Relations WO A I
Aoademic Organiszation
Cerporation
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SALARIES Academic Personnel
GENERAL Academic Orgenization
PRINCETON UNIVEISITY Relations WOAI

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Acedemic Opganization
FLEXNER, A, Biogrephical

BIRFEHOFF, G EORGE D.
BAMBERGER, LEWIS
EINSTEIN, A.

WEYL, HERMANN

Interviéws with Prof. Oswald Veblen, 11/7/55, end 1l 1/8/55.
Filed in Vertical File under Interviews.

Interviews with Prof. Veblen 11/7/55, and 11/8/55.
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY (1, 2) Relations WOAI
BUTLDINGS AND GROUNDS (2) Facilities

OEST ORIENTAL LIBRARY (3)

VEBLEN, 0. (1, 2)

EINSTEI N, A, (2)
./nmorr (2)

FLEXNER, A, (1, 2, 3)

Interview with Oswald Veblen, 11/21/55. (Ome of 2 intervieus
of this date).

Filed in Vertical File under Veblen Interviews.
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BIRKEOPP, CBORGE D,

Casual Interview with Marston Moree, Mareh 26, 1956.
Filed in Vertical Vile under Morce Interviews,

Cesual Interview with Moree, 3/26/56
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1956 &/21
PARTIGIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION Acadenic rersennel

MLMBERS

T HEMATICS Academic ‘gtivities

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academle Opgunization

DINECTOR Administration
HERMAHEN Biegraphical

BIRKROFF, GEORGE

PLEXNER, Ao

ALEXANDER, JAN:S W,

Interview with James ¥, Alexander, June 27, 1956.
Piled in Vertical File under Alexander Interviews.

interview with Alexander, 6/27/56
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PRINGETON UNIVERZITY (1, 2, 3, L) Relations WOAL

EXYRAN  MARVARD (3)

JOENS moPKINS (1) Béucational !nstitutions
KUMARITIES ‘f Academie Activities
MATEEMATICS 2) Academie Activities
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDE (3, &) -‘Facilities

EISRERART (1, 2) Blographleel

popis (12)

PLEX®® (1

S 1

VON RRUrAnN (2)
vEstay (2
i fi.“l)

Interview with Dean Eisenhart, May 22, 1957.
Filed in Vertical "ile under iigenhart Interviews.





