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January 19, 1955

Memorandum to the Board of Trustees:

At a meeting of the Faculty of the Institute on December 21, 1951;,
the School of Historical Studies reported that it had voted unanimously in
favor of the election of Andreas Alfoldi of the University of Basle to a
professorship in the School of Historical Studies. The vote lay over, and at
the following meeting of the Faculty, on January 1k, 1955, the Faculty unani-
mously voted its approval. I now transmit this vote to the Trustees of the
Ingtitute for Advanced Study, with a request for their concurrence. I recommend
that Professor A1f0ldits salary be fixed at $18,000 a year, with the usual
arrangements for retirement, travel and assistance. Since Professor Alfoldi
is 60 years old, I recommend that the Director be authorized to make any sub-
gtitute arrangaments with Professor Alfoldi which the latter may desire, and
which have the effect of decreasing his present salary and increasing his pay-
ments during retirement, so long as the total charges on the Institute shal 1l
not exceed those which a conventional arrangement would involve.

I enclose a brief account of Professor Al1foldi's career and scholar-
ship, and a few letters that we have had about him.

This appointment, which is ardently desired by Alfoldit's colleaguss
at the Institute, in some respects replaces the appointment of Professor Herbert
Bloch, which was voted last spring. After long hesitation, Professor Bloch has
informed us that he prefers to remain at Harvard. We have ascertained that
Alfoldi will accept a professorship at the Institute if it is offered to him.

Cofiedt Cffpamhorm

Robert Oppenheimer
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ANDREAS AIFOLDI

Andreas A1foldi, whose vita and bibliography(in selection) are
attached, is at present professor of ancient history in the University of Basel.
He was appointed to this position after having held the professorship at the
University of Bern, whither he had fled from Budapest in 1947.

A1foldi is recognized throughout the world of scholarship as a pre-
eminent, perhaps the greatest, authority in his fields the study of Imperial
Rome, pagan and Christian. Starting as a numismatist and historian, he
succeeded in reconstrueting, mainly on the basis of coins and their imagery,
the full history of the monarchic ceremonial, of the insignia, titles, and
cogtumes of Hellenistic kings and Roman emperors, and in integrating the
results of this detailed work with the general history of political and philo-
sophical ideas of Late Antiquity. These studies have opened very surprising
new vistas for the evaluation and understanding of the medieval ecclesiastical
ceremonial, insignia, and prerogatives of bishops and popes. All students of
the period of the transition from Pagan Rome to Christian Byzantium, and of
early Church history, are today dependent upon Al1foldi's fundamental studies,
the importance of which rivals that of Franz Cumont's pioneer work in these
fields. While the history of religions is naturally an important element in
hig studies, he is at the same time prehistorian and archaeologist, and in
general a clasgsical scholar whose work covers other periods as well. He has,
for example, written essential studies on the history and cults of Pannonia and
Dacia.

The international recognition of his achievementgis attested to by

the fact that at least seven academies have bestowed upon him honorary
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membership (1'Institut de France, British Academy, Pontificale Accademia di
Archeologia, Bavarian, Danish, Hungarian, Bulgarian #Academies), while he is a
corresponding member of most archasological and philological associations in
Europe.

Alfoldi was visiting professor at Dumbarton QOaks in 1950 and is
returning there to serve in the same capacity for the spring term of 1955,
after which he will join for a summer session the faculty of ths American
Numismatic Society in New York.

The scholarly vitality of his written works is a true reflection of
the man himself. Great as are the quality and quantity of his published scholar-

ship, he hag in fact only just approached the peak of his productiveness.
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ANDREAS ALFOLDI

Born: Pomiz, Hungary, August 27, 1895
Present Position: Professor of Ancient History, Basel 1952

Former Positions: ord.Professor Debrecen 1928-31; Budapest, 1931-47,
(also Curator of the Numismatic Collections in the Museum of
Budapest); Bernm, 1947-52.

Specialrfield: Numismatics, Ancient History, History of Religion,
Archaeology, Prehistory

Significant Publications:

Untergang der ROmerherrschaft in Pannonien (1924-26)

Die Ausgestaltung des monarchischen Zeremoniells am romischen
Kaiserhofe (Rom.Mitteil., L9 [193L])

Insignien und Tracht der rdmischen Kaiser (ibid., 50 [1935])

Studies in the Soecial Morphology, Art and Archaeology of the
Nomads of Eurasia (1936-37)

A Festival of Isis in Rome in the Fourth Century (1937)

Daci e Romani in Transilvania (1940)

A History of Aquincum (1942)

Die Kontorniaten, 2 vols. (1943)

The Conversion of Constantine the Great and Pagan Rome (1948)

Valentinian and the Senate (19.9)

Studies on Zoomorphic Headgears (1950)

Studien iiber Caesars Monarchie (1953)

Contributions: Cambridge Ancient History XTI and XII, and a couple of
hundred or more articles in numismatic, historical, archaeological,
philological periodicals, Festschriften, and serials.

Editor: Dissertationes Pannonicae, Dissertationes Bernenses, Archiolog.
Ertesit®.
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FRINCETON UNIVERSITY
Prineeton, New Jersey

Department of Art and Archasology January 18, 1955

Professor Ernst Kantorocwicz
The Institute for Advanced Study
Prineston, N. J.

Dear Professor Kantorowiez:

Having just been informed that Professor A1foldi is being considered
o become a permanent member of the Institute, I would like to tell you that,
in my personal opinion, this would be one of the best appointments the Institute
could possibly make.

Alfoldi belongs to that generation of higtorians who have a deep
insight into a certain phase of history because they know how to use competently
evidence from many different fields and how to coordinate the results. It is
difficult to classify a scholar like A1fGldi who is an eminent archaeologist
and knows, like any professional in hig field, his monuments in a wide field of
Roman empire art and, related to and growing out of it, Germanie, Celtie,
Seythian monuments and those of many other nations. As a historian, he has
increased our knowledge of one of the most eritieal periods in history=--the
3rd and Lth centuries--from so many different points of view, to mention only
imperial, ceremonial, religious policy of the Constantinian dynasty and cultural
activities alongside of strietly politiecal history. In my opinion nobody can
study today, as an archasologist or historian, this phase of history without
coming to grips with A1foldi's writings. Philologists have a high regard for
'his sound knowledge of literary sources. He has his reputation as an epigraphist,
and he ig an acknowledged numismatist.

.. In this diversity of interests in many fields and in his ability
lies Alfoldi's strength as a humanist who masters and at the same time trans-
cends the study of details.

All this you know, of course, better than I do, but I would also
like to take this opportunity to add a personal note. Ever since I met
A1f5ldi many years ago in this comntry, I have remained in contact with him
and have been impressed by his personal charm and willingness to share and to
exchange his knowledge with his colleagues. His presence in Princeton would
be gtimulating to other people!s research, including my own, and I also feel
sure that he would be most welcome by my colleagues.

With kind regards,
As always, yours sincerely,

/s/ Kurt Weitzmann
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
Prineeton, New Jersey

Department of Art and Archasology January 17, 1955

Professor Ernst Kantorowicz
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Professor Kantorowieca:

You have asked for my opinion of the scholarly attaimments and
position in the world of scholarship of Professor Andreas Alfoldi. I con-
sider him one of the very outstanding scholars in the field of study of
Roman imperial history and art. His contribution to the understanding of
the symbols of kingship ranges from the earliest antiquity to virtually
modern times. He is generally considered the foremost scholar alive in
connection with these matters. He is at the same time one of the great
scholars in the field of numismatiecs.

I called him to Dumbarton Oaks as Visiting Professor for the
spring term in 1950 because of his eminence in his field and because we felt
the need of his assistance. My colleagues in Dumbarton Oaks, now that I am
no longer director, have again asked him for the spring term of this current
year. After that he is to be one of the chief lecturers at the Ameriecan
Numigmatic Society in their well-known summer seminaries.

He is personally a very charming man and I can only say how
much I learned from him with pleasure when he was my colleague at Dumbarton
Oaks.

Sincerely,

/s/ A. M. Friend, Jr.
Marquand Professor of Art and
Archaeology
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This note was written to Professor Kantorowicz
from Professor Grabar of the Collége de France

ANDREAS ALFOLDT

Andreas A1f6ldi est 1l'un des historiens les plus en vue de notre
temps et reconnu comme tel, dans tous les pays du monde.® Son oeuvre
est immense, et il continue de produire & un rythme inégalé, car il
joint 4 ses dons d'historien-créateur, une puissance de travail surpre-
nante et un besoin de communiquer ses découvertes et ses vues, qui fait
de 1ui un membre particuliérement utile de la communauté des savants.

S8i vastes que soient les perspectives gque nous ouvrent les travaux
d'A1f61ldi, ils sont centrés généralement sur un domaine défini: 1'Anti-
quité romaine ou le Monde barbare & la fin de l'Antiquité et au début
du Moyen Age. Ce programme a dfi s'établir dans l'esprit d'A1féldi parce
que en Hongrie, od il a vécu et travaillé pendant longtemps, il a été
attiré, avant tout, par les monuments de 1l'ancienne Pannonie, romaine
d'abord, barbare, ensuite.

Au départ il s'était attaché 4 des études de numismatique et
d'archéologie locales, mais, contrairement 2 tant d'érudits provinciaux,
il a voulu "situer" 1l'histoire locale par rapport 4 la grande histoire,
et appuyer les moindres de ces travaux, sur une documentation exhaustive.

Cette documentation, si compléte, lui ouvrit alors la voie aux
études qui dépassaient les problémes pannoniens, sans qu'il ait jamais
interrompu la lignée des recherches particuliéres réservées au passé
de son pays et de ses ancétres Hongrois. Du cO6té de la grande histoire
de Rome, il se manifesta d'abord par deux longs mémoires consacrés aux
origines des cérémonies de la Cour impériale tardive, des insignes du
pouvoir et des autres manifestations de la conception nouvelle de la mon-
archie universelle. Avec un sens surprenant de l'histoire, A1f6ldi
réussit & fixer dans ces deux recherches les premiéres étapes d'un pro-
cessus qui conduira a4 la monarchie byzantine et occidentale du moyen-
idge, et c'est pourquoi son travail a servi de clef ou de base a d'autres
historiens qui, aprés lui, ont étudié la doctrine et les manifestations
extérieures de la monarchie chrétiemne.

#T1 est membre de nombreuses universités et académies, dont la Royal
Society, l'Académie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres, 1l'Académie
pontificale.
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En numismate et en historien, A1f¢ldi a pu aborder d'une fagon qui
lui est personnelle les grands sujets, tel que l'empereur Constantin et
sa conversion au christianisme, ou tel que le conflit des idées politiques
qui marque les derniers siécles de 1'Empire romain. Il en tira deux livres,
succints et sobres, od son sens de l'histoire 1'a servi encore, pour écarter
les hypothéses sensationnelles et parfois aventureuses concernant le rdle
de Constantin dans le triomphe du Christianisme, tandis que sa connaissance
incomparable des textes et des monuments archéologimes et numismatiques
de 1'Empire tardif 1'a toujours temu en contact étroit avec les témoignages
directs du passé qu'il étudiait.

L'époque romaine tardive pose i chaque pas le probléme des rapports
du monde latin avec 1'Orient sémitique, iranien et égyotien. A1f6ldi s'est
penché maintes fois sur ce probléme, et en a traité, dans des études bril-
lantes, notamment a propos du culte d'Isis 4 Rome, au IV® siécle. Ce qui
le mettait, en outre, sur la voie des recherches sur la réaction paienne
2 Rome, aprés Constantin - sujet des plus passionnants et qui, 4 son tour,
rentre dans la catégorie des thémes essentiels de la fin de 1'Antiquité, -
ceux de l'essor des croyances religieuses de toute origine, au sein de
la société romaine. Les contributions d'A1f6ldi & 1'étude de la vie
religieuse mouvementée de cette époque, et d'époques plus anciennes et
plus récentes 4 Rome, sont parmi les plus attachantes qu'on connaisse,
et dans le nombre je reléverais surtout celles qui, typiques pour Al1f6ldi,
interessent 4 la fois les activités religieuses et politiques, que ce soit
en Gréce classique, dans la Rome républicaine et surtout impériale, ou
chez les "peunles cavaliers" de race Turque, Huns, Avares, Hongrois.

C'est dans de nombreuses études récentes, qui rentrent dans cette
catégorie générale, que l'ampleur exceptionnelle des recherches d'A1f6ldi
se manifeste d'une fagon nouvelle, et plus frappante encore qu'avant.

Sans jamais quitter les sources, il reconstruit en larges traits l'histoire
d'un usage ou d'un symbole, en parcourant les siécles depuis la proto-his-
toire jusqu'au moyen-8ge et en embrassant du regard tous les pays du Vieux
Monde, depuis 1'Islande jusqu'en Chine: mythologie et littérature grecque
et romaine, ou indienne et iranienne, traditions légendaires des peuples
turcs nomades, usages byzantins et musulmans, et tout le trésor des docu-
ments archéologiques, d'od qu'ils ne viennent, sont mis en contribution
par A1f6ldi, pour éclairer les étapes de l'histoire de tel symbole cosmique
ou de portée politique générale. On se saurait imaginer d'études plus sug-
gestives, sinon définitives; d'autant plus que 1l'imagination créatrice
d'Alfoldi lui permet souvent d'entrevoir les solution les plus plausibles
de problémes particuliérement controversés.

A1f6ldi s'est taillé 14 un domaine d'études qui lui est propre, et
1l'on ne peut qu'exprimer le souhait qu'il y persevére, pour le plus grand
bien de la recherche historique.

André Grabar
Collége de France
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January 19, 1955

Memorandum to the Board of Trushtees:

At a meeting of the Faculty of the Institute on December 21, 195k,
the School of Historical Studies reported that it had voted unanimously in
favor of the election of Andreas Alfoldi of the University of Basle to a
professorship in the School of Historical Studies. The vote lay over, and at
the following meeting of the Faculty, on January 1ll, 1955, the Faculty unani-
mously voted its approval. I now transmit this wote to the Trusitees of the
Institute for Advanced Study, with a request for their concurrence. I recommend
that Professor A1foldi's salary be fixed at $18,000 a year, with the usual
arrangements for retirement, travel and assistance. Since Professor Alfoldi
is 60 years old, I recommend that the Director be authorized to make any sub-
stitute arrangements with Professor Alfoldi which the latter may desire, and
which have the effect of decreasing his present salary and inereasing his pay-
ments during retirement, so long as the total charges on the Institute shall
not exceed those which a conventional arrangement would involve.

I enclose a brief account of Professor Alfoldi's career and scholar-
ship, and a few letters that we have had about him.

This appointment, which is ardently desired by Alfoldi's colleagues
at the Institute, in some respects replaces the appointment of Professor Herbert
Bloch, which was voted last spring. After long hesitation, Professor Bloch hag
informed us that he prefers to remain at Harvard. We have agcertained that
Alfoldi will accept a professorship at the Institute if it is offered to him.

Rofoo (}iww

Robert Oppenheimer
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ANDREAS AIFOLDI

Andreas A1foldi, whose vita and bibliography(in selsction) are
attached, is at present professor of ancient history in the University of Basel.
He was appointed to this position after having held the professorship at the
University of Bern, whither he had fled from Budapest in 19L7.

A1fo1di is recognized throughout the world of scholarship as a pre-
eminent, perhaps the greatest, auf,hority in his fields +the study of Tmperial
Rome, pagan and Christian. Starting as a numismatist and historian, he
succeeded in reconstructing, mainly on the basis of coins and their imagery,
the full history of the monarchic ceremonial, of the insignia, titles, and
costumes of Hellenistic kings and Roman emperors, and in integrating the
results of this detailed work with the general history of political and philo-
sophical ideas of Late Antiquity. These studies have opened very surprising
new vistag for the evaluation and understanding of the medieval ecclesgiastical
ceremonial, ingignia, and prerogatives of bishops and popes. All students of
the period of the transition from Pagan Rome to Christian Byzantium, and of
early Church history, are today dependent upon A1f0ldi's fundamental studies,
the importance of which rivals that of Franz Cumont's pioneer work in these
fields. While the history of religions is naturally an important element in
his studies, he is at the same time prehistorian and archasologist, and in
general a classical scholar whose work covers other periods as well. He has,
for example, written egsential studies on the history and cults of Pannonia and
Dacia.

The international recognition of his achievementsis attested to by

the fact that at least seven academies have bestowed upon him honorary
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membership (1'Institut de France, British Academy, Pontificale Accademia di
Archeologia, Bavarian, Danish, Hungarian, Bulgarian Academies), while he is a
corresponding member of most archaeclogical and philological associations in
Europe.

A1foldi was visiting professor at Dumbarton Oaks in 1950 and is
returning there to serve in the same capacity for the spring term of 1955,
after which he will join for a summer session the faculty of the American
Numismatic Society in New York.

The scholarly vitality of his written works is a trus reflection of
the man himself. Great as are the quality and quantiiy of his published scholar-

ship, he hasg in fact only just approached the peak of his productiveness.
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ANDREAS ALFOLDI

Born: Pomiz, Hungary, August 27, 1895
Present Position: Professor of Ancient History, Basel 1952

Former Positions: ord.Professor Debrecen 1928-313; Budapest, 1931-47,
(also Curator of the Numismatic Collections in the Museum of
Budapest); Berm, 19L47-52.

Special field: Numismatiecs, Ancient History, History of Religion,
Archaeology, Prehistory

Significant Publications:

Untergang der Romerherrschaft in Pannonien (192-26)

Die Ausgestaltung des monarchischen Zeremoniells am romischen
Kaiserhofe (Rom.Mitteil., L9 [193L])

Insignien und Tracht der romischen Kaiser (ibid., 50 [1935])

Studies in the Social Morphology, Art and Archaeology of the
Nomads of Eurasia (1936-37)

A Festival of Isis in Rome in the Fourth Century (1937)

Daci e Romani in Transilvania (1940)

A History of Aquincum (1942)

Die Kontorniaten, 2 vols. (1943)

The Conversion of Constantine the Great and Pagan Rome (1948)

Valentinian and the Senate (1949)

Studies on Zoomorphic Headgears (1950)

Studien iber Caesars Monarchie (1953)

Contributions: Cambridge Ancient History XTI and XII, and a couple of
hundred or more articles in numismatic, historical, archaeological,
philological periodicals, Festschriften, and serials.

Editor: Dissertationes Pannonicae, Dissertationes Bernenses, Archiolog.
Ertesitt.
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
Princaton, New Jersey

Department of Art and Archasology January 18, 1955

Professor Ernst Kantorowicsz
The Institute for Advanced Study
Prineeton, N. J.

Dear Professor Kantorowicz:

Having just been informed that Professor A1foldi is being considered
to become a permanent member of the Institute, I would like to tell you that,
in my personal opinion, this would be one of the best appointments the Institute
could possibly make.

A1£51di belongs to that generation of historians who have a deep
ingight into a ecertain phase of history because they know how to use competently
evidence from many different fields and how to coordinate the results. It is
difficult to classify a scholar like A1fGldi who is an eminent archaeologist
and knows, like any professional in hig field, his monuments in a wide field of
Roman empire art and, related to and growing out of it, Germanie, Celtie,
Seythian monuments and those of many other nations. As a higtorian, he has
increased our knowledge of one of the most eritieal periods in history--the
3rd and hth centuries--from so many different points of view, to mention only
imperial, ceremonial, religious policy of the Constantinian dynasty and cultural
activities alongside of stristly politieal history. In my opinion nobody can
study today, as an archaeologist or historian, this phase of history without
coming to grips with A1foldi's writings. Philologists have a high regard for
his sound knowledge of literary sources. He has his reputation as an epigraphist,
and he is an acknowledged numismatist.

.. In this diversity of interests in many fields and in his ability
lies Alfoldi's strangth as a humanist who masters and at the same time trans-
cends the study of details.

All this you know, of course, better than I do, but I would also
like to take this opportunity to add a personal note. Ever since I met
Alfoldi many years ago in this country, I have remained in contact with him
and have been impressed by his personal charm and willingness to share and to
exchange his knowledge with his colleaguss. His presence in Princeton would
be stimulating to other people's research, including my own, and I also feel
sure that he would be most welcome by my colleagues.

With kind regards,
As always, yours sincerely,

/s/ Kurt Weitzmann
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
Princeton, New Jersey

Department of Art and Archasology January 17, 1955

Professor Ernst Kantorowicz
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Professor Kantorowicz:

You have asked for my opinion of the scholarly attaimments and
position in the world of scholarship of Professor Andreas Alfoldi. I con-
sider him one of the very outstanding scholars in the field of study of
Roman imperial history and art. His contribution to the understanding of
the symbols of kingship ranges from the earliest antiquity to virtually
modern times. He is generally considered the foremost scholar alive in
connection with these matters. He is at the same time one of the great
scholars in the field of numismatiecs.

I called him to Dumbarton Oaks as Visiting Professor for the
spring term in 1950 because of his eminence in his field and because we felt
the need of his agsistance. My colleagues in Dumbarton Oaks, now that I am
no longer director, have again asked him for the spring term of this current
year. After that he is to be one of the chief lecturers at the American
Numigmatic Society in their well-known summer seminaries.

He is personally a very charming man and I can only say how
much I learned from him with pleasure when he was my colleague at Dumbarton
Oaks.

Sincerely,

/s/ A. M. Friend, Jr.
Marquand Profegsor of Art and
Archasology
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This note was written to Professor Kantorowicz
from Professor Grabar of the Collége de France

ANDREAS ALFOLDI

Andreas A1f6ldi est 1l'un des historiens les plus en vue de notre
temps et reconnu comme tel, dans tous les pays du monde.® Son oeuvre
est immense, et il continue de produire 2 un rythme inégalé, car il
joint 4 ses dons d'historien-créateur, une puissance de travail surpre-
nante et un besoin de communiquer ses découvertes et ses vues, qui fait
de lui un membre particuliérement utile de la communauté des savants.

Si vastes que soient les perspectives que nous ouvrent les travaux
d'A1f61di, ils sont centrés généralement sur un domaine défini: 1'Anti-
quité romaine ou le Monde barbare 4 la fin de 1'Antiquité et au début
du Moyen Age. Ce programme a dfi s'établir dans l'esprit d'A1f6ldi parce
que en Hongrie, ol il a vécu et travaillé pendant longtemps, il a été
attiré, avant tout, par les monuments de 1'ancienne Pannonie, romaine
d'abord, barbare, ensuite.

Au départ il s'était attaché 4 des études de numismatique et
d'archéologie locales, mais, contrairement 2 tant d'érudits provinciaux,
il a voulu "situer" l'histoire locale par rapport 2 la grande histoire,
et appuyer les moindres de ces travaux, sur une documentation exhaustive.

Cette documentation, si compléte, lui ouvrit alors la voie aux
études qui dépassaient les problémes pannoniens, sans qu'il ait jamais
interrompu la lignée des recherches particuliéres réservées au passé
de son pays et de ses ancétres Hongrois. Du c8té de la grande histoire
de Rome, il se manifesta d'abord par deux longs mémoires consacrés aux
origines des cérémonies de la Cour impériale tardive, des insignes du
pouvoir et des autres manifestations de la conception nouvelle de la mon-
archie universelle. Avec un sens surprenant de l'histoire, A1f6ldi
réussit 4 fixer dans ces deux recherches les premiéres étapes d'un pro-
cessus qui conduira & la monarchie byzantine et occidentale du moyen-
dge, et c'est pourquoi son travail a servi de clef ou de base a d'autres
historiens qui, aprés lui, ont étudié la doctrine et les manifestations
extérieures de la monarchie chrétiemne.

#T1 est membre de nombreuses universités et académies, dont la Royal
Society, 1l'Académie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres, 1'Académie
pontificale.
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En numismate et en historien, A1f6ldi a pu aborder d'une fagon qui
lui est personnelle les grands sujets, tel que 1l'empereur Constantin et
sa conversion au christianisme, ou tel que le conflit des idées politiques
gui marque les derniers siécles de 1l'Empire romain. Tl en tira deux livres,
succints et sobres, od son sens de 1'histoire 1'a servi encore, pour écarter
les hypothéses sensationnelles et parfois aventureuses concernant le rdle
de Constantin dans le triomphe du Christianisme, tandis que sa connaissance
incomparable des textes et des monuments archéologimes et numismatiques
de 1'Empire tardif 1'a toujours tenu en contact étroit avec les témoignages
directs du passe qu'il étudiait.

L'époque romaine tardive pose a4 chaque pas le probléme des rapports
du monde latin avec 1'Orient sémitique, iranien et égyntien. A1f61di s'est
penché maintes fois sur ce probléme, et en a traité, dans des études bril-
lantes, notamment a4 propos du culte d'Isis 4 Rome, au IV® siécle. Ce qui
le mettait, en outre, sur la voie des recherches sur la réaction paienne
4 Rome, aprés Constantin - sujet des plus passionnants et qui, 4 son tour,
rentre dans la catégorie des thémes essentiels de la fin de 1'Antiquité, -
ceux de l'essor des croyances religieuses de toute origine, au sein de
la société romaine. Les contributions d'A1f61ldi 4 1'étude de la vie
religieuse mouvementée de cette époque, et d'époques plus anciennes et
plus récentes 4 Rome, sont parmi les plus attachantes qu'on connaisse,
et dans le nombre je reléverais surtout celles qui, typiques pour A1f6ldi,
interessent 4 la fois les activités religieuses et politiques, que ce soit
en Gréce classique, dans la Rome républicaine et surtout impériale, ou
chez les "peuples cavaliers" de race Turque, Huns, Avares, Hongrois.

C'est dans de nombreuses études récentes, qui rentrent dans cette
catégorie générale, que l'ampleur exceptionnelle des recherches d'Alf6ldi
se manifeste d'une fagon nouvelle, et plus frappante encore qu'avant.

Sans jamais quitter les sources, il reconstruit en larges traits l'histoire
d'un usage ou d'un symbole, en parcourant les siécles depuis la proto-his-
toire jusqu'au moyen-8ge et en embrassant du regard tous les pays du Vieux
Monde, depuis 1'Islande jusqu'en Chine: mythologie et littérature grecque
et romaine, ou indienne et iranienne, traditions légendaires des peuples
turcs nomades, usages byzantins et musulmans, et tout le trésor des docu-
ments archéologiques, d'od qu'ils ne viennent, sont mis en contribution
par A1f6ldi, pour éclairer les étapes de l'histoire de tel symbole cosmique
ou de portée politique générale. On se saurait imaginer d'études plus sug-
gestives, sinon définitives; d'autant plus gue l'imagination créatrice
d'A1f61di lui permet souvent d'entrevoir les solution les plus plausibles
de problémes particuliérement controversés.

A1f61di s'est taillé 14 un domaine d'études qui lui est propre, et
1'on ne peut qu'exprimer le souhait qu'il y persevére, pour le plus grand
bien de la recherche historigue.

André Grabar
Collége de France





