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INTRODUCTION

A House of Refuge

Moments of conception are, perhaps, necessarily contingent and precarious. Certainly, it was so in the case
of the Institute for Advanced Study, for its founders, Louis Bamberger and his sister, Caroline Bamberger
Fuld, had other plans when they sent their representatives to Abraham Flexner to ask for advice on how to
found a medical school. And, it was only by fortunate timing that the Bambergers had retained the resources to
enable them to devote $5 million to the project, because they had sold their business to Macy’s for $11 million
in cash, as well as some of Macy’s stock, shortly before the Great Crash of 1929.

But the seed Flexner planted in their minds was not for a school to train physicians; rather, it was set to
germinate into his own dream, a new type of institution: an institute for advanced study. Others had also been
dreaming such dreams. In the dark days before the end of the First World War, the Norwegian-American
economist Thorstein Veblen proposed in his influential book The Higher Learning in America that, in order to
reestablish international communication between academics after the conflict, an institution should be established
in the United States, where scientists and scholars of all nations might come to work together. He referred to
this institution as a house of refuge and entertainment, a nice term for the Institute, which, from its earliest days,
has provided its Faculty and Members with a refuge from the pressures of the contemporary university, and
entertainment in the sense of academic diversion as well as lodging and hospitality.

The Bambergers made it clear from the start that discrimination on the basis of race, religion, or gender was
to have no place at the Institute. In their invitation letter to the first Board of Trustees, they wrote on June 4,
1930, “We feel strongly that the spirit characteristic of America at its noblest, above all the pursuit of higher
learning, cannot admit of any conditions as to personnel other than those designed to promote the objects for
which this institution is established, and particularly with no regard whatever to accidents of race, creed, or sex.”
And they stipulated that this applied to the Institute’s staff as much as to its Faculty and Members.

The Institute was born just as the Great Depression was deepening and fascist regimes were spreading through
parts of Europe. Its early development continued through the Second World War, the beginning of the Cold War,
and the McCarthy era in the United States. These events could not fail to have a major impact on the Institute
and provide it with challenges, both ethical and operational, but also with opportunities both for constructive
responses and for its own development. Indeed, in important ways they shaped the Institute and its ethos.

In 2017, the Institute again found itself in uncertain times, with what might be dark clouds on the horizon.
The presidential executive order, issued on January 27, banning travel and immigration into the United States
from seven predominantly Muslim countries, generated great concern and discussion among the Institute
community. One reaction of the community was to try to understand current developments, and the responses
that the Institute could make to them, in the context of the challenges that the Institute had faced in the past and
what it had been able to do to address them. Members from various Schools formed themselves into a History
Working Group that produced three articles published in the Institute Letter, which are now reprinted here.

The first of these articles discusses how the ethos of the Institute was shaped at its foundation. In the three
years of gestation, from the Bambergers’ announcement of the founding of the Institute for Advanced Study
to its coming into being in the fall of 1933, Flexner considered carefully how he should realize his dream.
Although, in large part, his motivation was to address the deficiencies he perceived in the American higher
education system, confused as to purpose both in the provision of undergraduate education and in commitment
to fundamental research, Flexner’s perspectives were international, shaped by European models, particularly the
development of the modern research university in Germany. When he set out his first thoughts for the Institute’s
Trustees in December 1930, he said that he would explore “this country and the cultural countries of Western
Europe” for “the talent likely to carry the Institute to success.”

The first two professors he signed up for the new Faculty in 1932 were Albert Einstein and Oswald Veblen,

a mathematician at Princeton University and the nephew of Thorstein. Einstein, of course, had felt impelled to
leave Germany by the rise of Nazism. When he and his wife arrived in the United States in October 1933 to take
up his post at the Institute, Flexner arranged for them to be taken off the SS Westerland quietly before it reached
New York harbor, partly for security reasons.

Like his uncle, the younger Veblen had also been thinking about the need for research institutes, and, as early
as 1923, he had written to Abraham Flexner’s brother, Simon, the founding director of the Rockefeller Institute
(now Rockefeller University) to seek his backing; Simon had referred him to Abraham. Veblen had already
played a major role in the development of mathematical training both in Princeton and nationally. Even before
he was appointed to its Faculty, he was providing guidance on the development of the School of Mathematics, as
the Institute’s first School, to Flexner, who confessed that “mathematicians, like cows in the dark, all look alike
to me.” Given two such strong-willed and visionary individuals as Flexner and Veblen, tensions were inevitable,
and, indeed, they persisted strongly on a number of issues until Flexner stepped down as Director in 1939.

The Institute’s Founding Ethos in Our Precarious Present, with which this booklet begins, describes the
interactions between Flexner and Veblen as a stream of academic refugees from Europe developed just when
the Institute was about to open in 1933. Flexner found a conflict between the need to give assistance and find
openings for displaced scholars, on the one hand, and one of his primary purposes, to use the Institute’s resources
to provide opportunities for the development of young American academics, on the other. With Veblen’s urging,
Flexner gradually became more active in aiding those seeking to leave Europe, and, to an extent, the Institute
became a house of refuge in a more literal sense than Thorstein Veblen had foreseen.

Among the many distinguished scientists forced out of Germany in the early 1930s was Emmy Noether,
whose seminal work in algebra and theoretical physics had already secured her a permanent place in the history
of mathematics. The second article, Emmy Noether’s Paradise, explains how Veblen helped secure her position
at Bryn Mawr and how she was invited to give one of the first lecture series at the Institute, before her tragically
early death in April 1935.

After Noether’s death, Albert Einstein wrote to the New York Times to extol the achievements of his fellow
refugee. Following the First World War, in what was then hoped to be the dawn of an age of scientific optimism,
Einstein had become a world-famous cultural icon, renowned for demonstrating the power of abstract thought to
master the physical universe. With the events of 1933, he became as well the epitome of the displaced intellectual,
the academic refugee, and he was very willing to exploit his fame and status in support of others, of all stations,
fleeing oppression and tyranny.

For the last two decades of his life, which he spent at the Institute, Einstein continued to speak out in support
of the liberal causes he believed in and against the suppression of freedom of thought and speech. The third
article reproduced here, Einstein, Plumbers, and McCarthyism, recounts how, in the two years before his
death, Einstein took a very public stand against McCarthyism, supporting its victims, withstanding vilification
from McCarthy himself, and attacking practices “which have become incomprehensible to the rest of civilized
mankind and exposed our country to ridicule.”

To accompany the three articles, the History Working Group produced an exhibit, A Scholar’s Paradise,
in the World, which illustrates, largely through correspondence drawn from the Institute’s archives, how the
rapidly deteriorating situation in Europe as the Institute began its work influenced its plans for recruitment of
Faculty and Members and motivated it to provide assistance to displaced scholars; how later Einstein campaigned
tor intellectual freedom during McCarthyism; and how Albert Hirschman, who had fled to the United States
from Vichy France in 1941 after helping many to escape before him, joined the Faculty of the fledgling School of
Social Science in 1974 and brought many scholars to the Institute who had suffered under authoritarian regimes
in South America.

The Institute remains faithful to the mission of disinterested research into fundamental problems, set by
its founders, and to the defense of truth and the integrity of knowledge, and it is still committed to selecting
its Faculty and Members on the basis of ability and achievements alone. As a consequence, it has retained
and enhanced the international character present from its earliest years with an increasingly diverse academic
community drawn each year from all over world, the majority coming from outside the United States. It
was natural, therefore, that the Institute condemned the executive order as being contrary to the values of
the international community to which we belong, asserting again its commitment to the proposition that no
distinction—geographical, political, or religious—must be made among those who work for the advancement of
the sciences and humanities.

X
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November 11, 1954

Dr. Albert Binstein
Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Einstein:

As a plumber, I am very much interested in
your comment made in the letter being published in the
Reporter Magazine. Since my ambition has always been
to be a scholar and yours seems to be a plumber, I
suggest that 28 2 team we would be tremendously successful.
We can then be possessed of both knowledge and independenca.

I am ready to change the name of my firm to read:
Einatein and Stanley Plumbing Co.

Respectfully yours,

Gl

Letter from a plumber, Stanley Murray, to Albert Einstein,
offering to go into business with him. See page 13.

The Albert Einstein Archives, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem

The Institute’s Founding Ethos in Our Precarious Present

On scientific progress, the autonomy of scientific research, and the mobility of researchers

Sanctuary Rites

he Institute for Advanced Study came into being

at the most inauspicious of times. Founded in the
early years of the Great Depression, it took shape
during the buildup to the Second World War and
under the growing shadow of authoritarian regimes. Its
first Director Abraham Flexner published his manifesto
on the “The Usefulness of Useless Knowledge” in
October 1939, barely a month after the outbreak of
hostilities in Europe. Surely this was a daunting moment
to defend “the fearless and irresponsible thinker” and
advocate for the free expression of knowledge and curi-
osity. The very adversity of the era, however, also
created opportunities for the fledgling institution,
primarily in the form of sudden availability of renowned
and newly mobile scholars from the upper echelons of
the German university system. After expressing initial
hesitation, Flexner followed the urging of influential
faculty members, particularly the mathematician Oswald
Veblen, in seeking to provide a haven for some of these
new refugees, a sanctuary tradition continued by Direc-
tor Frank Aydelotte, Flexner’s successor. In association
with the Emergency Committee in Aid of Displaced
Foreign Scholars (on which Veblen and Flexner served
and whose name initially specified German rather than
Foreign Scholars), the Rockefeller Foundation, and the
Carnegie Foundation, IAS played a leading role in this
farsighted, if ever elite, rescue effort.

We find ourselves today, nearly nine decades after
the Institute’s founding in 1930, at another inauspicious
juncture. Global political forces in power from Turkey
to the United States are posing serious threats to the
autonomy of scientific research and the mobility of
researchers, undercutting two cardinal conditions for
scientific progress. Walls, fences, bans, blocks, restric-
tions, cuts, and expulsions are slowly becoming run-of-
the-mill terms for us to navigate in an increasingly
precarious political landscape.

Travel restrictions involving pure accidents of birth,
documented by passports from flagged countries, have
prompted us to revisit today the Institute’s history not
because we believe that history repeats itself. Rather,
we seek to provide the IAS community with sketches
of scholarly lives and scientific cultures, interrupted by
nationalist forces of exclusion. That these lives and
cultures managed to reconstitute themselves and enrich
our common human heritage is thanks only to efforts
to provide them with sanctuary.

The Conversion of Abraham Flexner

At the end of January 1933, Adolf Hitler became
chancellor of Germany. Over the next two months,
the Nazi Party moved quickly to consolidate its
power, expanding executive authority through
emergency decrees following the Reichstag fire and
swiftly moving into a formal dictatorship. An edict in
April initiated a purge of civil servants who were of
non-Aryan descent or exhibited suspect political
sentiments. This law directly impacted German
universities, and it had a particularly strong effect in
the fields of mathematics and natural sciences, where
Jews had enjoyed better prospects of pursuing a
scholarly career. As a consequence, many of the
country’s strongest intellectual centers lost leading
figures in the space of just a few months, including the
renowned Mathematical Institute at the University of
Gottingen, home of David Hilbert, Richard Courant,
Hermann Weyl, and Emmy Noether. This upheaval
produced a sudden wave of refugee scholars seeking to
emigrate and desperate to find positions elsewhere. It
also coincided with the transition of TAS from a
concept to an embodied institution, through the
founding of the inaugural School of Mathematics.

The crisis of refugee scholars presented Flexner
and Veblen with a challenging opportunity. The
Institute had already pulled an extraordinary coup in
recruiting Albert Einstein and John von Neumann
shortly before Hitler’s coming to power. But how far
should they continue in recruiting additional
émigrés? Flexner initially expressed ambivalence on
the topic, torn between a desire to live up to
founding ideals and concern over the need to support
and foster local talent. As he wrote to Veblen on
March 27, 1933: “Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld
were very anxious from the outset that no distinction
should be made as respects race, religion, nationality,
etc., and of course I am in thorough sympathy with
their point of view, but on the other hand if we do
not develop America, who is going to do it, and the
question arises how much we ought to do for others
and how much to make sure that civilization in
America advances.” On May 2, again responding to
Veblen, he expanded on the same theme:

We are certainly in the devil of a fix. Unable to
care for our own younger men, we are pressed by
applications from foreign countries. It seems to me



clear that we must in the first place endeavor to
find work for those whom we have encouraged
to train themselves in this country on the theory
that, if they were worthy, there would be jobs
waiting for them. Until we have done that, what
else can we do? Our opportunities for making
places for foreigners are therefore at the moment
limited to a few outstanding personages such as
Einstein and Weyl . . .

For his part, Veblen pressed for a more active stance,
not only advocating that the Institute do all it could,
but also endorsing the establishment of a formal
network to provide assistance to scholars in need. As
he wrote to Flexner on May 5:

Some kind of a committee to raise funds for the
purpose of enabling some of them to live and
continue their scholarly work in the countries
adjacent to Germany or elsewhere might be feasi-
ble. The existence of such a committee would in
itself be an eloquent protest.

That same month, the Institute of International
Education in New York City set up an Emergency
Committee in Aid of Displaced German Scholars
(later renamed to include all Foreign Scholars), headed
by Edward R. Murrow, to assist scholars fleeing
Europe. Veblen would join its board soon thereafter.

Over the course of the ensuing years, Flexner
would undergo a conversion, becoming more deeply
involved in assistance projects—he followed Veblen
into the Emergency Committee—and increasingly
willing to mobilize the Institute to this effect. In a
1938 letter to George Birkhoff at Harvard, he
insisted that national origin should never stand in the
way of higher goals:

Let us keep firmly in front of our eyes our real
goal, namely the development of mathematics,

not American mathematics or any other specific
brand of mathematics, just simply mathematics. It
can be developed only by having first-rate men

in important posts, and every time an institution
gets one first-rate man he creates opportunities for
other first-rate men, and every such center that is
developed stimulates some other institution to do
likewise. Hitler has played into our hands and is
still doing it like the mad man that he is. I am sorry
for Germany. I am glad for the United States. I

will undertake to get a position within a reasonable
time for any really first-rate American mathemati-
cian, and I will also undertake simultaneously to do
the same for any first-rate foreign mathematician
whom Hitler may dismiss. The more the merrier.

In his Director’s Report the following spring, Flex-
ner even cast the matter as heralding a seismic change
in the geography of knowledge:

We are living in an epoch-making time. The
center of human culture is being shifted under
our very eyes. Once it had its home in Athens.

A few centuries later it had its home in Italy, a
few centuries later in Paris, and thereafter also

in Great Britain and Germany. It is now being
unmistakably shifted to the United States. The
scholars of Europe are refugees driven out of their
own countries sometimes for political or religious
reasons and sometimes because they are too
unhappy and too distracted to pursue the work to
which they are giving their lives. They have come
to the Institute or have corresponded with the
Institute literally by the hundreds. We cannot, of
course, undertake either to give them places or to
find them places, though we have done something
substantial under both heads. Fifty years from now
the historian looking backward will, if we act
with courage and imagination, report that during
our time the center of gravity in scholarship
moved across the Atlantic Ocean to the United
States. It is a grave responsibility which is thus
being thrust upon us all.

From a vantage point almost eighty years later, Flex-
ner’s claim seems more prophetic than hyperbolic.
Although the transference in scientific work away
from German and toward global English may have
begun earlier, the center of gravity clearly shifted in
the second half of the twentieth century. Germany’s
leading share of Nobel Prizes plummeted after the
war, even as the number of American laureates
soared (one third of whom were foreign born).

“A Wall of Bureaucratic Measures”

The actual process of reaching the United States was
far from simple for most would-be immigrants, who
had to navigate not just an ocean, but also a maze of
paperwork to obtain the requisite permission to exit
and enter. To assist them, Flexner and Aydelotte used
their extensive contacts and pulled strings as much as
possible. When the mathematical logician Kurt
Godel found himself unable to leave Vienna in
October 1939, Flexner contacted the chief of the visa
division at the Department of State to plead on his
behalf. Although Godel had been legally admitted as
a permanent resident earlier in the 1930s, he had
returned to the annexed country that used to be
Austria, and was facing difficulty getting
authorization to return to the United States. “Is there
anything that the State Department or the Consul

General can do,” Flexner asked, “to suggest some
helpful method of procedure?” The American
authorities answered that the problem seemed to be
with German authorities, and so Flexner’s successor
Aydelotte contacted the German embassy in
Washington, D.C. Eventually Godel and his wife
Adele were permitted to leave. By German directive
they traveled east instead of west, avoiding British
surveillance of the Atlantic by crossing Siberia and
eventually getting to Japan in 1940, where they
found a boat to San Francisco.

Even after refugees succeeded in reaching the
United States, they needed to stay bureaucratically
alert, and often required assistance. Under the Alien
Registration Act of 1940, the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service collected fingerprints and
required noncitizens to record all changes of address.
Even local travel could necessitate permission, such
that Godel, once finally settled in Princeton, had to
request permission to travel with his wife to visit a
doctor in New York City in January 1942. They
always went by train, Godel assured the U.S. Attor-
ney, and returned on the same day. Three weeks
later, Aydelotte’s secretary sent a follow-up plea,
noting, “If you could grant them this permission
promptly it would be a great relief to them and
would be very much appreciated.”

The IAS faced other hurdles in its attempts to
assist refugee scholars, including the criteria estab-
lished by the very bodies seeking to provide aid. The
case of Ernst Kapp illustrates the poignant complica-
tions involved. In 1937, Kapp, an eminent classicist,
lost his position in Hamburg due to his liberal beliefs
and his wife’s classification as “non-Aryan.” Already
in England for a visit to Oxford, Kapp managed to
get himself to New York by 1939, and began
desperately seeking a position. At TAS, the art histo-
rian Erwin Panofsky and Aydelotte sought to assist
him, contacting possible means of support. After
extensive efforts Kapp managed to find an instruc-
torship at the H. Sophie Newcomb Memorial
College for women at Tulane University in New
Orleans, but it only paid $750 a year, not the
$2,000 required to receive the necessary visa. The
Oberlaender Trust offered an additional $650, and
Panofsky wrote to the Emergency Committee to
plead for the remainder. This last-minute success
only brought a year’s reprieve, and more than two
hundred applications later he still had nothing; clas-
sicists were not in demand. Moreover, he fell
between categories for assistance. As Aydelotte
discovered when trying to assist him, the New
School’s University in Exile had no room for

scholars who were already in the United States.
Kapp returned to New York for a temporary editing
project. At the end of 1940, Aydelotte noted that
despite potential support from the Emergency
Committee and others, scholars were lost without
an institutional home:

All that Kapp needs is an appointment with some
institution, so that the institution can make a
request for these contributions. In addition, I
think some of Kapp’s friends would, if necessary,
put up small sums such as they could afford (from
$10 to $25 a month each) to ensure a modest
livelihood for him. Kapp is not eligible for Dr.
Alvin Johnson’s scheme because he is already in
this country. The fact is that if he does not get
some help he will not be here long, for he is likely
to starve to death. He is at the moment down
almost to his last dollar.

Again, Kapp found last-minute rescue in the form
of an unorthodox appointment at Columbia, partly
subvented by the Emergency Committee.

The Institute’s most famous scholar in exile, Albert
Einstein, underscored the unending hassles that
hindered attempts to welcome foreign scholars in a
letter he wrote to Eleanor Roosevelt on July 26, 1941:

A policy is now being pursued in the State
Department which makes it all but impossible to
give refuge in America to many worthy persons
who are the victims of Fascist cruelty in Europe.
Of course, this is not openly avowed by those
responsible for it. The method which is being
used, however, is to make immigration impossible
by erecting a wall of bureaucratic measures
alleged to be necessary to protect America against
subversive, dangerous, elements.

A Call for Vigilance

As we immersed ourselves in the thicket of corre-
spondence at the heart of the Institute’s archives, the
sense of urgency expressed by scholars like Flexner,
Veblen, Aydelotte, Einstein, Kapp, and Noether
resonated deeply. Their notes and exchanges, not to
mention the Emergency Committee that Flexner
and Veblen served on, had an unsettling contempo-
rary ring to them. This part of the Institute’s
history testifies to the individual courage of these
men and women who extended a helping hand and
built institutional networks to provide sanctuary for
displaced refugees. In doing so, they overcame the
nationalist siege-mentality that sees foreigners,
whether they are mathematicians or fruit pickers, as
a threat to be warded off. An unintended conse



quence of their acts was the shifting of the center of Board Minutes, Abraham Flexner, Director’s Report, May
22,1939 (Board of Trustees records: Minutes: Box 4:
Minutes of Regular Meeting).

intellectual research from Germany to the United
States, enriching the country that gave them refuge.

Their individual initiatives and collective institu- Jon Bruner, “American Leadership in Science, Meas-

ured in Nobel Prizes,” Forbes, October 5, 2011, www.
forbes.com/sites/jonbruner/2011/10/05/nobel-priz-
es-and-american-leadership-in-science-infograph-
ic/#46108a962b85/.

Michael Gordin, Scientific Babel: How Science Was Done
Before and After Global English (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2015).

Hans Peter Obermayer, “Kurt von Fritz and Ernst Kapp

tion-building endeavors provide us with much-
needed exemplars of moral fortitude.

It only took a few months and one edict purging
civil servants of non-Aryan descent or exhibiting
suspect political sentiments in April 1933 to drain
the German university of many of its brightest
minds and its intellectual vigor. Of course, the
contemporary political situation in the United States
remains far from this extreme case. Nonetheless,
knowledge of this history should serve as a call for

o ) o at Columbia University: A Reconstruction According
vigilance in the face of policies such as travel bans

to the Files,” The Classical World 101: 2 (Winter 2008):
211-249.

Laura Smith Porter, “From Intellectual Sanctuary to Social
Responsibility: The Founding of the Institute for
Advanced Study, 1930-1933,” (Ph.D. diss., Princeton
University, 1988), especially Chapter 5.

and immigrant deportations, as well as attempts to
curb scientific inquiry and cut funding to arts and
humanities endowments that now threaten the
autonomy of research and the pursuit of a dignified
human life. Unfortunately, history suggests it takes
much less time to destroy than to build. As it did in
the 1930s, the Institute can play a leading symbolic
role in our contemporary predicament.

References

(Unless otherwise noted, from the Shelby White and Leon
Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study)

Letter from Flexner to Veblen, March 27, 1933 (Director’s
Oftice: Faculty files: Box 32:Veblen, Oswald, 1933).

Letter from Flexner to Veblen, May 2, 1933 (ibid.).

Letter from Veblen to Flexner, May 5, 1933 (ibid.).

Letter from Flexner to George Birkhoft, Harvard Univer-
sity, September 1938 (Director’s Oftice: General files:
Box 8: Birkhoff, George D.).

Letter from Flexner to Warren (Chief,Visa Division,
Department of State), October 4, 1939 (Director’s
Oftice: Faculty files: Box 14: Godel, Kurt —Visa-Immi-
gration).

Letter from Johnson (New School) to Aydelotte, Septem-
ber 23, 1940 (Director’s Office: General files: Box 34:
Kapp, Ernst).

Letter from Aydelotte to Seelye (ECADES), December 24,
1940 (ibid.).

Letter from Kurt Godel to United States Attorney, Tren-
ton, January 8, 1942 (Director’s Office: Faculty files:
Box 14: Godel, Kurt — Visa-Immigration).

Letter from Aydelotte’s secretary to the same United States
Attorney, January 29, 1942 (ibid.).

10

Emmy Noether’s Paradise

How IAS helped support the first female professor in Germany when she became a displaced refugee

T o Albert Einstein, she was “the most significant
creative mathematical genius thus far produced
since the higher education of women began.” More
straightforward in his praise, Einstein’s fellow Profes-
sor at the Institute for Advanced Study, Hermann
Weyl, called her a “great woman mathematician [...
indeed] the greatest that history has known.” It was
April 1935, and Einstein and Weyl were each paying
tribute to a recently deceased colleague who had, like
them, fled Nazi persecution across the Atlantic only
two years earlier. Her name was Emmy Noether, and
her short but remarkable life left an indelible mark
not only on the history of mathematics, but also on
that of IAS in its critical first years.

A Woman in Goéttingen

Amalie Emmy Noether was born in 1882 into an afflu-
ent family from the Bavarian town of Erlangen. She
followed her father’s footsteps to study mathematics at
the University of Erlangen and, in 1907, she became the
second woman to obtain a Ph.D. in mathematics from a
German university. A female maverick in a man’s
world, Noether taught for several years without pay
before being invited, in 1915, to join the University of
Gottingen, home to the most prestigious mathematics
department in the world at the time. She lectured for
other professors and was only allowed to pass her habili-
tation following the collapse of the Kuaiserreich and
sweeping university reforms in 1919. Noether became
an adjunct professor in 1922—the first female professor
in Germany—but only started receiving a modest
compensation for her teaching the following year.
Despite international recognition, she never obtained a
permanent position in Gottingen, and her situation
took a turn for the worst with the rise to power of the
Nazi party. In 1932, she was denounced by a neighbor
as a “Marxist Jewess” and had to leave her apartment.
The following year, she was removed from all teaching
duties at the university and was eventually forced to
flee Germany like many other purged academics.
Thanks to the intervention of the Emergency Commit-
tee in Aid of Displaced German Scholars (set up in
1933 by the Institute for International Education in New
York City) Noether was able to take a temporary posi-
tion at Bryn Mawr College. Once in Pennsylvania, she
reconnected with her former Géttingen colleague Weyl,
himself freshly recruited to the Institute for Advanced
Study by its first Director Abraham Flexner and resi-
dent Professors Oswald Veblen and Einstein.

11

A Most Significant Creative Mathematical Genius

It was during her years in Géttingen that Emmy Noether
developed an international reputation as a formidable
mathematician. She made seminal contributions to the
field of “abstract algebra,” where she identified a
simple, yet elegant, property of number systems,
which proved instrumental in the study of arithmetic
and geometric phenomena such as prime decomposi-
tion and dimension. Noether brought similar clarity to
her pioneering research in physics, where she under-
stood the relationship between symmetries of the laws
of nature and the notion of “conservation laws.” As an
illustration, consider the “principle of energy conser-
vation,” a paradigmatic conservation law, which states
that the total “energy” of an isolated system cannot
change. When a car accelerates, for instance, its energy
increases, implying that it must have drawn energy
from somewhere, according to the principle of energy
conservation (in this case, from burning gasoline). On
the other hand, consider “time-translation invariance,”
a fundamental symmetry of the laws of nature, which
states that an experiment performed today would give
the same outcome if performed tomorrow: the speed
of a free-falling cannonball is the same now as it was
in the time of Galileo. Noether was able to connect
these two seemingly unrelated concepts: energy
conservation comes from time-translation invariance
and vice versa. Scientists had long known the connec-
tion between energy and time, but Noether was the
first to theorize a systematic correspondence: symme-
tries and conservation laws are related, in general. The
idea arose out of a debate between David Hilbert, Felix
Klein, and Albert Einstein over the notion of energy in
Einstein’s recently formulated general theory of relativ-
ity. Noether’s theorem not only laid this controversy to
rest, but, due to its striking generality, has been widely
used in many other fields of physics, perhaps most nota-
bly in the study of elementary particles.

Rethinking the Scholar’s Paradise in the 1930s

Emmy Noether was thus already a household name
among mathematicians when Veblen approached Flex-
ner about supporting her in the United States. Their
personal correspondence reveals how the Institute was
forced to reconsider its mission in the face of unprece-
dented assaults on scholars in Europe. Noether’s posi-
tion at Bryn Mawr was funded by the Rockefeller
Foundation (as part of their $1.5 million aid package



for displaced scholars) but was only temporary. At
Veblen’s invitation, she began giving weekly lectures
at the Institute as a Visitor in the School of Mathemat-
ics, where she joined the first cohort of IAS Members.
Noether was happy to be at the Institute—and not at
Princeton’s “men’s university, where nothing female is
admitted,” as she once said—but she didn’t receive any
honorariums for her lectures, unlike seventeen other
occasional visiting lecturers, all male, who spoke at the
Institute throughout the 1930s. On the other hand,
Veblen did request a “small grant-in-aid,” to help keep
her at Bryn Mawr through 1935 and 1936, on the
grounds of “Miss Noether’s unique position in the
world as the only woman mathematician of the first
rank.” Flexner was sympathetic to Noether’s plight,
but worried about the Institute overcommitting, and
he repeatedly encouraged Veblen to view the question
as an administrator (a crucial step, in his opinion, in
establishing a credible system of faculty governance).
Flexner wondered what such a short-term commit-
ment could achieve and expressed concern at the Insti-
tute doing any more than what it already had for
German scholars, as it needed to be “careful not to
create the impression that [it was| overlooking Ameri-
cans in order to help these unfortunate foreigners.”
Sidestepping the thorny issue of nationality, Veblen
was eventually able to secure a $1,500 grant and
continued soliciting larger donations for a “permanent
commitment on the part of the Institute.” As he put it,
Noether was not merely unique as a “woman mathe-
matician,” she offered the Institute an opportunity to
capitalize on the brain-drain from Géttingen by
supporting “one of the most important scientists”
displaced by the events in Germany.

Assisting endangered scholars presented, in other
words, as many opportunities as it entailed risks and
burdens for the newly established IAS. Flexner himself
came around to seeing this, albeit only after Noether’s
untimely death on April 14, 1935. No doubt inspired
by Weyl’s and Einstein’s stirring obituaries, he invoked
her memory in a lecture on “The Usefulness of
Useless Knowledge”™—an idea he had long pursued
and would, two years later, publish as his famous arti-
cle in Harper’s magazine—that he gave at Bryn Mawr
on June 2, 1937. Noether, he had come to believe,
“was driven from Géttingen for no better reason than
that she was a Jewess.” Bryn Mawr had “welcomed
her with open arms,” as many other institutions had
done for other scholars at risk across the country.
“This 1s civilization,” Flexner concluded, “this is
culture. . . . a country like America, of which only a
small fraction has been culturally developed, can only
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be enriched by the folly which drives great thinkers,
novelists, dramatists, and poets out of the Old World
to make a fresh start in the New.” Flexner’s words
ring loud today, as a reminder of how the Institute
found a new raison d’étre in challenging times, and as
an admonition of how fragile and contingent “schol-
ars’ paradises” such as the IAS, or Géttingen before it,
can be.
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Einstein, Plumbers, and McCarthyism

Einstein’s response to a political climate increasingly hostile to scientists and teachers

n November 1954, Albert Einstein wrote a letter to a

magazine in which he declared that, were he a young
man again, he would not try to become a scientist: “I
would rather choose to be a plumber or a peddler in the
hope to find that modest degree of independence still
available under present circumstances.” Around the
United States, plumbers responded. The famous physi-
cist was offered membership in the Chicago plumbers
union, and Stanley Murray, a New York plumber,
wrote to him: “Since my ambition has always been to
be a scholar and yours seems to be a plumber, I suggest
that as a team we would be tremendously successful.
We can then be possessed by both knowledge and inde-
pendence. I am ready to change the name of my firm to
read: Einstein and Stanley Plumbing Co.”

Einstein was only halt5joking, however, when he
issued his statement. The physicist sincerely considered
that the political climate in the country was becoming
increasingly hostile to scientists and teachers. Our own
troubled times have many aspects in common with the
dreadful period of the McCarthy investigations: the
attacks on the freedom of academics, teachers, and the
press, the silencing and censorship of government work-
ers, the idea that the United States is threatened by
certain creeds. It is worth describing the dire sequence
of past events, and learning from Einstein’s clairvoyant
and courageous response to them, in order to best
address the present situation.

A Campaign of Untruth

On February 9, 1950, Senator Joseph McCarthy from
Wisconsin announced that he had a list of 205 workers of
the State Department who were members of the
Communist Party. The next day, a journalist asked to see
the list. But McCarthy could not find it; his explanation
was that he had left it in another suit. The Senate
committee that was created to investigate these claims
concluded a few months later that McCarthy’s accusa-
tions represented “perhaps the most nefarious campaign
of half-truths and untruth in the history of this republic.”
Historians are now sure there never was such a list.
Nevertheless, at the time, mainstream Republicans
ignored the findings of the Senate committee. They saw
McCarthy’s tactics as something that would help them
take control of the White House, after a sixteen-year
absence. They invited him to meetings where he ranted
about the “plot” at the highest levels of government.
McCarthy’s staff also circulated a doctored photograph,
purportedly showing the leader of the Senate committee
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in close conversation with leaders of the Communist Party.
The 1952 elections were a great success for the
Republicans, who gained control of the White House,
the House of Representatives, and the Senate. Senator
McCarthy’s power was unchecked. During a speech on
the Senate floor, he piled hundreds of documents on a
table, claiming they contained evidence of the infiltra-
tion. No one was permitted to examine them.
McCarthy was nominated Chair of the Permanent
Subcommittee on Investigations, and he extended the
loyalty inquisition to many sectors, foremost among
them, the nation’s educational system. As a former pres-
ident of the University of Chicago noted, “The entire
teaching profession of the U.S. is now intimidated.”

Teachers at Risk

William Frauenglass, a teacher in a Brooklyn high school,
was called before the Senate subcommittee in April 1953.
In his case, the accusation of disloyalty stemmed from a
course he had given six years before, in a session for other
teachers organized by the Board of Education. It was
called Techniques of Intercultural Teaching, and it
reviewed methods to “help ease intercultural or interracial
tensions” in the classroom. One witness called upon by the
committee declared that such teachings were “against the
interests of the United States.” Frauenglass was shocked:
“Imagine such an accusation when one of the fundamental
objectives of public education is the creation of intercul-
tural understanding among our many minorities!” he
wrote in a later letter. The teacher was also asked which
organizations he belonged to, and he refused to answer.
Frauenglass needed help and decided to ask it from
someone he greatly respected, who had recently described
himself as an “incorrigible nonconformist”: Albert
Einstein, Professor of Theoretical Physics at the Institute
for Advanced Study in Princeton, undoubtedly the most
famous scientist in the world, and also a notorious antirac-
ist and antiwar activist. “A statement from you would be
most helpful in rallying educators and the public to meet
this new obscurantist attack,” Frauenglass wrote. Einstein
obliged. His May 16, 1953, letter of reply—which, he
specified, “need not be considered confidential
quoted extensively by the New York Times:

‘Was

The reactionary politicians have managed to
instill suspicion of all intellectual efforts into the
public by dangling before their eyes a danger from
without. Having succeeded so far, they are now
proceeding to suppress the freedom of teaching



and to deprive of their positions all those who do
not prove submissive, i.e., to starve them.

Einstein strongly advised the teacher to refuse to
testify any longer. He should be prepared, Einstein
wrote, “for the sacrifice of his personal welfare in the
interest of the cultural welfare of his country.” The
physicist added, “This kind of inquisition violates the
spirit of the Constitution. If enough people are ready
to take this grave step, they will be successtul. If not,
then the intellectuals of this country deserve nothing
better than the slavery which is intended for them.”
When Frauenglass and Einstein met in Princeton a
few days later, Einstein said he himself was ready to go
to jail for these principles. Frauenglass followed his
advice. As was foreseen, he was fired from his job, but
nevertheless thanked the scientist for a “historic
letter”: “Its echoes are still reverberating throughout
the world.”

The Right to Search for Truth

McCarthy was quick to react to Einstein’s stand. He
told the media that whether his “name is Einstein or
John Jones,” the giver of such advice was undoubtedly
an “enemy of America,” “a disloyal American,” and
“not a good American.” But Einstein was in no way
deterred. In remarks he made to an assembly of
lawyers, he continued to criticize practices “which
have become incomprehensible to the rest of civilized
mankind and exposed our country to ridicule.” And
he warned, “The existence and validity of human
rights are not written in the stars.”

Einstein was concerned about the curtailing of
academic freedom. In a public statement in March
1954, he advocated for “the right to search for truth
and to publish and teach what one holds to be true.”
He regretted that in this dark age “freedom of teach-
ing, mutual exchange of opinions, and freedom of
press and other media of communication are
encroached upon or obstructed,” adding that “this is a
state of affairs which a democratic government cannot
survive in the long run.”

For some, these statements were proof of Einstein’s
disloyalty and continued foreignness—he the German
Jew who had been granted American citizenship in
1940. In March 1954, a woman from Los Angeles
wrote to the Director of the Institute for Advanced
Study: “The man needs lessons in Americanism. |
have no patience with this idea that a person who has
performed a great deed or discovered something,
should be excused from what citizens of U.S.A. must
conform to, or that they need not account for ques-
tionable acts of theirs.” A man from New York City
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put it more bluntly: “I suggest he move to Russia—
and soon! We don’t need him.”

The Director of the Institute at the time, Robert
Oppenheimer, himself a target of McCarthy’s inquisi-
tion, remained steadfast in his support of his famous
colleague. Six months later, in December 1954,
McCarthy was finally “condemned” by a large major-
ity of his Senate colleagues for “contemptuous” and
“reprehensible” conduct. Of course, Einstein’s actions
did not by themselves cause McCarthy’s downfall. But
they certainly facilitated it, by reaffirming essential
principles that date back to the Enlightenment, and by
empowering many others to keep up the continuing
fight to protect democracy.
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EXHIBIT

A Scholar’s Paradise, in the World

In 1930, the Institute for Advanced Study was created as an
academic retreat for the pursuit of daring research, unfettered by
material constraints. From the beginning, political turmoil around
the world interfered with this dream and the Institute’s founders

and its first faculty were faced with difficult dilemmas. Their

decision to take action in solidarity and to defend fundamental
freedoms inaugurated a tradition of involvement with international
and domestic affairs. Contrary to initial fears, helping and
welcoming academics from around the world secured the
Institute’s position as a beacon for science and the humanities. It
also taught its founders that scholars’ paradises aren’t eternal, but
rather come and go with changing political circumstances. This
exhibit traces key moments in this history, focusing on questions
of displacement and academic freedom in Europe, the United
States, and Latin America from the 1930s to the 1970s.

This exhibit was curated by a Member-organized History Working
Group that mobilized in response to the January 27, 2017,
executive order banning travel and immigration from seven

predominantly Muslim countries, in conjunction with the Shelby

White and Leon Levy Archives Center and permanent faculty and

staff at the Institute, in particular Erica Mosner and Marfa Tuya.
This exhibit is a companion to the Spring 2017 Institute Letter.

Except where noted otherwise, all documents presented here come

from the IAS Archives.
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Correspondence between Flexner and von Neumann
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Dear Professor Von Neumann:

Meny thenks for your very kind letter of /ipril 28,
ond may I nsk you to thenk Doctor Vambery for the ¢opy of
his periodicsl reviewing my book, I shall keep this 003y
until you return in order that you may trenslete it for me, -
or aré you under the impression that I resd Hungerisnt

¥rs. Beiley received your note end deposited your
cheek et the Princoton Bank & Trust Company. She is likewise
holding your insursmoe poliey in' the Teachers' Imsurance end
imnuity Assooistion of /‘merics.

Of eourse T am in no position tomy precisely whet
is contemplated at Washington, but moet peonle here think
that tho President has nsked for these extracrdinery powers
beosuse they sre sefer in hie hands then they were in the hends
of Congress. I do not bolieve that the dollar will be groatly
depracisted - perhaps hardly st ell. On the other hand, there
ie more uncertainty snd concern than we have hed st uny time
singe the "er,

The whole American nation is a wmit es respeete the
orety performances of the German Government, B;ttmm hss bean
sbeolutely ruined and the University students must all be meds

Wothing eresier has heppemed in human history since the days

of tha Fremoh Terror.
Ye cre moving our officoe to 20 Naseau Street rbout

the niddle of the memth, Eerly in July we shall go to our

surmer camn in Cemadr,
My wife end femily are well. I hope you snd MNre.

Von lewmann are egquelly so. I rejoice thet yon wre not in Berlin,
With all good wighee,

Sincorely yours,

Abnsiiid £l ..K’ﬁi

o P The Institute for Advanced Study hired the Hungarian mathematician
John von Neumann on January 28, 1933. Two days later, Adolf
Hitler was elected chancellor of Germany. This correspondence

i, P N

between von Neumann and Institute founding Director Abraham
Flexner illustrates how the political context was on their minds as
they discussed their academic projects.
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Flexner’s Correspondence with Einstein and Weyl
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WARMEST GREETINGS FLEXNER

Recruiting scholars from Europe was not always easy, as shown by the
protracted negotiations for the appointment of Hermann Weyl,
Professor of Mathematics in Géttingen, in 1932. Weyl suffered from
depression and was reluctant to emigrate to the United States. In a first
cable to Flexner that arrived on January 4, 1933, he signaled his
willingness to join the Institute: “Doubts vanquished Stop If you still
trust me and want me, this time I accept irrevocably. Ask letter from
third [of January] back unopened.” But he changed his mind the very
next day, explaining that he “couldn’t leave his home country,” and
turther adding in a third cable: “Despair over and over again about my
suitability for Institute. My activity bound to mother tongue. Open the
letter from the third [of January]. Set me free if still possible.” Weyl had
another change of heart after Hitler’s rise to power and was eventually
able to flee Germany with his Jewish wife and children to join the
Institute in autumn 1933. At the same time, Albert Einstein was crossing
the Atlantic en route to the Institute. Director Flexner urged him to
refrain from making any political statements in the United States.




Correspondence between Flexner and Veblen

March 27, 1933

Tear Professor Vebleng

I o very gled that you and T see aye tp eye on this question of the
form which our respeasibility should take.  Mre Besberger and irse-Fuld were Yery
anxioes from the ontset that mo fistinetion should be made as Tespects race, religlionm,
nationality, ete., and of conrse I im in thorough sympathy with their point of view,
tut on the other hand 4f we do not develop Amerios, who is going te do it, and the
quastion ariset how pmoh we empht to do for othors and how pmch to meke sure that
olvilization in Anerion advenses. The mat'er han been very, vory mch on wy mind,
and I do wot lawow that ony two percohe weuld solve it in emn 7 the some way. I
eon only soy thet I om glad to b8 asrured that you reslise that my mind is as wide
open as 1t oan possibly be, snd in thess daye in view of the incredible things hap=
pening in Osrmany we do not wish to brund ourselves as nationalists in eny way Dear Professor Voblems

whateoavar. I wonder if thore iz anyono at Princeten who would be interested in
1 bave baen taliring with Tisdsle om 'the telophons. He is going out the enclosed which comes to me from Profdssor Mrkas at Dahlem.

shortly on a four which will inslude Princeton. That will give you and Lefschets e are certainly in the devil of a fix. Unable to care for our omm

& change to tall with him, youngzer men, we ave pressed by mpplications from forelss countries, It comme
Tor the convenience of the Treasuver Mro. Bailey makes requisitlions to mo clear that wo nmet 1n the first place spdeavor to find w ‘or those whom

tvice & month, This has enabled ns to keep dom organization end overhead, -These we have encouraged to train thamsslves in this comatry on the theory that, if thay

roquisitions are made abont the 10th and 25th of the month, so that Princeton will rat April 1B5. wore worthy, there would be jobe walting for them. Until we have dome that,
fubsemantly the chetls will be sent on the firet day of sach marter. what «lse can we do? Our opportunities for mulcing places for foreigners are

¥ro, Balley his Sean alse looldng shout im order to find o person therefore at the moment limited to a fow outetandines personages such as Einstedin

vho oould be oqually wseful to the School of iathematies and to herself whem and Yeyl, from whom, by the way, I have another letter which I sm enclosing with

e s thbitS5LAN A5 N0V Togatee: Dex) Rebpa/ - Bht ks i rial:ta; finl, an Mipoated my Toply thereto.  As you will note, I am not writing hia to OSttingen, but I
woran with o leaning in the direction of sathsmtios vho has had seoretarial oo replying to him vis Profoscor Zangrers

erporienos,  With the help of her college doanm, she hos found a Visa Scheuber, ¥ith a1 good wishes,

n gmdunte of 8%, Lowrente Mniversity (vith hich henors) ,who onjored in matho-

Singarely yours,
matios ond volences 1'lss Ochevber hmg had only ono porition whiich sho has keph :
@uring loven yoars snd hos boen promoted streight slonge I mew her the other 15 AGHAHAM Fl
day, Ghe is =n exoellent sbamsgrapher, though the mterisd which I diotated to Z m’;g'm:tx"é&‘“ -
her wna vory wifusillar, 10 plessant and very presentable - shout tnirty-five Princeton, New Jersey
years of nge, I should think, and & vesident of Vew Jersey. Of conrse, Mrse A
Bailay will ‘séo Mise frny when she goes dowm to Prinmgeton, but I heve the
fooling that with Wios Schewber we will o taling no chamees and $hat yom and
yorur assoclntes will bave & re-lly firet-rate perzem to help yom. OF course,
before she i8 mgaged, you and Alexander at loast will bave the epportunity to
oeo har,
fio action has yot boen taken inm respect te the sprrooristion of
48,000 vhich yon suggested, innsemch ms thore tas been mo meeting of the Bosrd
and will be nons watil the-24th of April. I Tawe of course no power to anthorise
any comaitoent in advance of astion of the Board. Under ordinary ciromstances,
y bt theve is so ek
that in the L‘ﬁl‘ of

Profossor Vobion asen 77, 1080 At first Abraham Flexner was reluctant to further open the

rostuents, inceme, and
verAbing vALL bo al1 Fight, aad for She seesent oversthing 15 werely 1 FOW 100 be o very Song v - Institute to foreign scholars, except “outstanding personages
with us, but the ons thing that I do not want is that you or I or any person : : b3l : >
s e S TR T AP such as Weyl and Einstein,” despite the founders’ concern that
moners “no distinction should be made as respects race, religion,
‘ nationality.” Flexner said it would impede the development of
ary singeroly yours,

AGRAHAM FLEXNER science in the Unites States and foster resentment among

With all good wishen,

Professor Ouwald Vellen .
rias Tall, Privesion tiiversity American scholars. In contrast, Faculty member Oswald Veblen

AFy D

advocated for vigorous action in favor of refugee academics.




Amalie Emmy Noether

Born in 1882, Amalie Emmy Noether was a
groundbreaking German mathematician, known
in particular for her theorem relating symmetries
to conservation laws. Following the Nazis’ rise
to power, she was fired from the University of
Gottingen. Thanks to Oswald Veblen and
others, she was able to come to the United
States, where she taught at Bryn Mawr and was a
Visitor at the Institute. She died suddenly in
1935, prompting Albert Einstein and
Hermann Weyl to herald her as one of the
greatest mathematicians of all time.

| THE LATE EMMY NOETHER.

Professor Einstein Writes in Apprecia-
tion of a Fellow-Mathematician.

To the Bditor of The New York Times:

The efforts of most human beings are
consumed in the struggle for their daily
bread, but most of those who are, either
through fortune or some special gift,
relieved of this struggle are largely
absorbed In further improving their
worldly lot. Beneath the effort directed
toward the accumulation of worldly
goods lies all too frequently the illusion
that this is the most substantial and
desirable end to be achieved; but there
is, fortunately, a’ minority composed of
those who recognize early in their lives
that the most beautiful and satisfying
experiences open to humankind are not
derived from the outside, but are bound
up with the development of the individ-
ual's own feeling, thinking and acting.
The genuine artists, investigators and
thinkers have always been persons of
this kind, However inconspicuously the
life of these individuals runs its course,
fone the less the fruits of their endeav-
ors are thea most valuable contributions
which one generation can make to its
SUCCessars. -

Within the past few days a dis-
tinguished mathematician, Professor
Emmy Noether, formerly connected
with the University of Goettingen and
for the pdst two years at Bryn Mawr
College, died in her fifty-third year. In
the judgment of the most competent
living mathematicians, Fraeulein Noe-
ther was the most significant creative
mathematical genius thus far produced
since tNe NIgNer eaucarion of Women De-
gan. In the realm of algebra, in which
the most gifted mathematicians have
been busy for centuries, she discovered
methods which have proved of enormous
importance in the development of the

present-day younger generation of math- |

ematicians. Pure mathematics is, In its
way, the poetry of logical ideas. One
seeks the most general ideas of opera-
tion which will bring together in simple,
logical and unified form the largest pos-
sible circle of formal relationships. In

this effort toward logical beauty spir- [
itual formulae are discovered necessary |

for the deeper penetration into the laws
of nature.

Born in a Jewish family distinguished
for the love of learning. Emmy Noether,

who, in spite of the efforts of the |

great Goettingen mathematician, Hil-
bert, never reached the academic stand-
ing due her in her own couniry, none
the less surrounded herself with a group
of students and Investigators at Goet-
tingen, who have already become distin-
guished as teachers and investigators.
Her unselfish, significant work over a
period of many years was rewarded by

the new rulers of Germany with a dis- |

missal, which cost her the means of
maintaining her simple life and the op-
portunity to carry on her mathematical

studies. Farsighted friends of science |

in this country were fortunately able to
make such arrangements at Bryn Mawr
College and at Princeton that she found
in America up to the day of her death
not only colleagues who esteemed her
friendship but grateful pupils whose en-
thusiasm made her last years the hap-
piest and perhaps the most fruitful of
her entire careen.
ALBERT EINSTEIN.
Princeton University, May 1, 19353'

Letters to the Ed.
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THE 1. LTITUTE FOR ADVANCED S_JDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY February 28, 1955
Dear Dootor Flexner:

I have been thinking over the guestion about Miss Foether which is im-
plied in the letter fram Mrs. Mamming, I think that hor way of putting the
oase to Mr. YWoaver was unfortunate. If she had said that efforts were being
made to ralse a fund which would enable Bryn Mawr to keep Miss Noether perman-
ently, it is guite possible that Weaver's response would have been different.
I am inolined to think that even now if the matter were put before him in that
form it might help. Indeed, if there were same way by which you ocould let him
imow that such efforts are being made it might be useful.

It would be possible to say to Weaver (1) that Miss Neether's unigue
position in the world as the only woman mathematicimn of the first rank should
ultinately make it possible to ralse the necessary funds; and (2) that all of
us would be prepered to do mnything thet we could in the way of persusding
possible donors to help in this matter.

The motusl metion egreed upon by the professors of the Institute
[\'-"1.1‘.‘!: regurd to a grant is to set aside 1500 to be used ss a grent for Miss
Hoether in ! year 1935-38 in ocase other mesns of support should fall, This
proposal was azreed to (1) in resognition of the fact that Miss Nosther has
been conducting n seminer last year and this, without compensation, and (2) in
view of cur mpprecistion of her intrinsio worth. It is my porsanal opiniom
that 1t would be legitimete to use this menoy so as to help Eryn Mawr to keep

the {1700 which has thus far been raised toward s permmnent fund,

ire Abranmm Flexner = 2 Fobruary

I om inelined to think that the view of our group towards further
oamituents wo be scmeting lilke this: that we should be glad to see fur-
ther grants made during a perlod in which an effort wms being made to plase
her permanently at Brym Mewr or olsowhore; moreover, that in saying this
we should be sonselcus of the possibility that this might become s permament
ocomitment on the part of the Institute. There is no doubt thet, spart from
the uniqueness of hor positicn as a woman mathematicisn, she is quite cbvicus-
1y one of the most importent selentists who have been displaced by the events

in Germany., Thorefore even & permsnent commitment cculd be nothing but ored-

itable to the Institute.

In saying all this, I sm oonsoious that wo have slrendy gone protty

far in the way of finding places for the displaced German mathematiciens,

s sinosrely,

Osweld Veblen

Dr. Abrahsm Flexner
20 Hassnu St

Princoton,
oV:GB March 1

PeBa It may be that it would be desirable to discuss same scheme
by which we would share with Bryn Mewr inthe support of Miss lNoether, and
thereby mssure the contimuance of the present arrangement, under which she
makes n real gontribution to the work of the Institute. Perhaps it would
to desirable for me to come in and disouss this with you a littlo more in

_ detail, I feel sure that if something like this were in prospeet, it would
be a sufficient basis for the conmtinuance of the Rockefeller Foundatlion
grant for at least a year or two longer.




The Institute’s Activism in Favor of Displaced Scholars

R KR

THE USEFULNESS OF USELESS
KNOWLEDGE

BY ABRAHAM FLEXNER

a curious fact that in a world mental problems. I have no quarrel
irrational hatreds which with this tendency. The world in which
n itself, men and we live is the only world about which our
<1 senses can testify. Unless it is made a
better world, a fairer world, millions
il s e Bl
gilent, saddened, an embiti .
LIRS0 S MR &) ‘wﬂ . mysell spent many years pleading

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY ools should become more
of the world in which
My 22, 1839 1

A rogular mooting of the of the itute for
Study was held at the Princeton Inm, Prinseton, New Jersey, on Momday,
Moy 22, 1930
Messrae Ay Edgar Se gar, Flexmar,
1d, Hardin, gk Maags, Stowart, Veblen, and Weeds
Absert and excused: Messrss Louls Bumberger, Carrel, Leidesderf,
Riofler, Straus, and Mros Fulds

The Chati Mra

To some extent 1t is a matber dependent upon the ot;.vnd.itim under which
‘they work, their ideals, and the enthusiasm by which thoy are inspired.
I hope therefore that every Trustee will consider it as important to
spend at least a day at the Institube as he now regards it as his duby
to attend a moebing of the Trustees, for Trustees who have not seen
the Institute and who have not felt its impact cannot legislate for ite
There is ome thought which I should like the members of the
Board as well as the professors to realize, for it is impressed upon
me dailys We are living in an epochemaking times The center of
human culture is being shifted under our very eyess. Once it had its
home in Athenss A few ocenturies later it had its home in Ztaly, a few
centuries laber in Paris, and thereafter also in Great Britain and
Germanys It is mow being unmistalmbly shifted to the United States. The
scholars of Europe are refugees driven out of their awm ocountries
sometimes for political or religlous reasoms and sometimes because they
are too unhappy and too distracted to pursue tho work to which they are

BB s G Tt i b e el B o S The Institute quickly stepped up its activism in favor of displaced scholars, joining

ponded with the Institute literally by bhe hundrodss We camot, of e b tforces with other organizations such as the Emergency Committee in Aid of

oourse, undertake oithor o give them places or to find them places, Displaced Scholars (originally called the Emergency Committee in Aid of
though wo have done somothing substantial under both hoadss Fifty Displaced German Scholars). In his final board meeting as Director in 1939,

yoars from now the historian looking backward will, if we act with Abraham Flexner acknowledged that the choice of helping foreign academics had
ocourage and imgination, report that dwring owr timo the cemtor of

been a good one. This action was intensified during the war by Director Frank
gravity in scholarship moved across the Atlantic Ocean to the United < ’

°_ 2 ° 113 2 .
B el M T s b i S i Wi i Aydelotte, giving an added meaning to the “usefulness” of the research conducted

us nlls We cannot afford to bo mean or niggardly in respect to ite at the Institute.

24 25



Ernst Kapp

THE NEW SCHOOL

FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH
66 W TWELFTH 5T  NEW YORK

September 23, 1940

Dear Dr., Aydelotte:

I am sorry but our present program
doesn't include taking care of men who
are already here, and so for the time
being Kapp is out,

—

Sincerely,

Al

Alvin Johnson
Director

Dr, Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

v December 24, 1340

Dear Seelyes

I should like to urge very strongly upon you some
effort on behslf of Professor Ermet Kepp, who is at present
living at 414 West 120th Stmbtap ~ 3U4), New Tork City.
Kepp 15 & good men. I believe the Emergency Committee has
expressed 1ts willingness to meke a contribution towards his
support, snd the Carl Schurs Foundetion or the Oberlsender Trust
is willing elso to contribute. 411 thet Kapp needs 1s am
nppnintnnllt with somé institution, so that the imstitution cam
make & request for these eontributlons. In mddition, I think
some of Eapp's friends would, if necessery, put up small sums
such as they could afford (from 310 to #25 & mecath sach) to
insure a modest livelihood for him.

Kapp 1is not eligible for Dr. Alvin Johnson's scheme
because he is already in this comntry. Tne faet is that if he
does not get some help he will not be here long, for he is
likely to staive to death, He is st the moment down almost teo
bhis last dollar.

I expect there are full recoreé concerning him in
the office of the Emergency Comnittee, and these will give you
& good idea of Kapp's quelity. I have met hlm and can certify
to his high charseter end personal charm.

It is only necessary to find some kind of an appoint-
ment for him in order to secure him & stipend, with no expense
or only a very small expense to the institution concerned. If
you could arrange that you would be saving & first-rate man from
despair,

Yours singerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE
Dr. Leurens H. s&ﬂl"
Emergency Comnittee in Aid of
Displaced Foreign Scholars
2 West 45th Btreet
New York City

FA/MCE

Helping scholars who had been forced to flee Europe was often tricky.
Each aid scheme had its limitations, as illustrated by the case of
classical scholar Ernst Kapp, who did not fit in the scholar-in-exile
program as he was already in the United States when he sought help.




Kurt Godel

Lll-rwna,; “‘\"1' 'r. !f':i‘*:"f;‘

__DWLl _D’,-‘-]ad:{r?ﬁ.: Jenusry 8, 1942

J B qreatly o-{'{l"i;m s s fn Ahe ,{f,?ma-w__

/ . % ; = P : / Homorsble Chsrles M. Philli, April 14, 1943
nawe addignid on m ; Arth mf" Fohe amas, Lhoage United States lt:or;efr " o
Post Office Bullding
i R S — Trenton, New Jersey Selective Service Board
> il Jet skt ow Al tin 6 Nassau Straet
Dear Sirs Princeton, New Jersay

ol |J;}."|FV.1:..) o AV Rah - 1,1’ s o
' d

Attent

LHwa wdT :h af o A -"‘\'“Ti,cf Ledie Jr }’:J_
¢ 4 f

My wife has been for some time in the care of ¥ Niss d
] 3 2 & ’ 7 ear Miss Jones:
I wranaf wt. VeMon Glla o _ Dr. Mex Gruenthsl, 32 West 82nd Btreet, New York City, end
Dr. Kurt GAdal, a member of the School of
di ; 7/ T R Spia = would like to meke & viait to him during the coming week if Mathematics of the Ifistitute for Advanced Study, informs
by M& R ot A& Anll make nr o Ll oty me that he has recantly been reclassified and dews=ss 1A.
: & g we can got your permission to travel to New York., It may be Dr, Obdel, like most refugees from Nasl Germany, 1s eager
to do snything he can in support of the Amarican war
nacessary for her to meke additionsl trips im the near future affort, but under the circumstances I think I ought to
e Vs i inform the Selective Service Board that Dr. GBdel has
Ir Lra [l i feu= da & ; WA . and it would be & great donvenience if your permission could twice sinea h= has been in Princeton shown such signs
i l‘“ 2 / -,I‘ : ook T m{} w‘“f“"m"‘h‘ . ” of mental and nervous instability as to cause the doctors

B oblum The Aminicsn v and Gl J hodt b ofs

% . W - : cover lster visits that be necessary. I always who were consulted to diagnose him a3 a psychopathic case,
Wath Nemany o Thed ] Yhal{ have - Toke e Newle g i3 When he was here in 1938 this mental disturbance was so
! ¥ eccompeny my wife on these trips and would greatly appreciate severe that it became necessary to send hiam back to his
T > (s | 7] - “fin o home in Austria, He responded so well to the treatment
omgs s ol j o, lhe et man, TV et ,;;‘ it if you could grant me permission for this travel. We slways that we invited him again to come to the Institute in

i j : 1940 and he has been here since that time. Last year,
Ve X [ ¢ v e iy | Wbt iaan ta X T L e o by train send return dur the same on which we go. however, the symptoms returned ¢nd it has been necessary
Lt s platas (; v ] WA i ba T e i aololy Ters sl e -~ e for hlm'agaln to have medical treatment, which was
: == P My alien reglstration number is 4091237 end that of earrisd out under the direction of Dr. Vanneman, who
J o Tl e oll T oan s&\r o toan Mot Tie olanny po knows more about the gase than anyone in Princeton.
d my wife, Adele GBdel, is 4091238, We sre both Austrisn citisens,
s Mathematically, 1t weuld perha;s not be an
N A msn eaTize T e ool e b e Ea . but ere becoming Americen citisems. We received our first T axaggeration to call Dr. GBdel a genius. There are
i g . b(f i Wa A% s i people who bellave him to be the best man in the world
AR o 1 L . on December 12, 1940. in his particular phase of the subject, This ability,
- ki U { Tl | 1 3 : '
w vy Nad o g T howevar, i3 unfortunately accompanied by certain mental
; Very truly yours, symptoms which, while they do mot prevent active work
3 el {n mathematics, might prove serlous from the standpoint
< Wi v mach Wl Fe hH : of the Army. Ur, Vanneman would be the best person to
J I y
' ; . supply you with medical details concerning this case.

Yours sincerely,

::_\} Al A make A _‘;...I 1t Gde
vl of e I f‘__\m Uany b o Ity

7

FA/MCE FRAYE AYDELOTTE, Director

Ho Vorulte arfiyg
Lo (e

Form AR-11 (Revised)

; ADDRESS RECORD CARD—ALIEN REGISTRATION
(This card may bo used for both typos of reports mentioned on the face of this eard)

Reasrrarion No. .. R, -
TEOFT FROM KEGINTRATION RECKIFD
Name (print or t¥P0) comereeeeeeee e

My last acddross was s o r— e e e
(STREET ADDILENS o RIRAL ROTTE:

POST OITCE

My present address is

ALIEN REGISTRATION

Being a refugee scholar in 1940s United States was a bureaucratic nightmare. ADDRESS REPORTS

The Allen Reglstration Aot
. o . e . . . .~ . 940, requires all reaidont allens I work for e—
Austrian mathematician Kurt Godel had fled Vienna with his wife Adele in 10 Chan o b “_!m::ddmh TR i
. . .~ o . Other allens, for example: Visl- T ke ApoR A
1940, crossing Russia, Japan, and the Pacific to finally reach Princeton, where e e e

denee n the United States, must

T e orem

T
ruport thelr ndiress every three Bignature ...

he was offered a position at the Institute. In the following years, he was monbe wheier vy aanse | DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
SE fice nd I Erssomint W aes- IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE,

wided by lnw for failare to make

considered an “enemy alien” and had to ask for special authorization each time ihe el vt Wit | ALIEN REGISTRATION DIVISION,

he wished to leave town. This did not deter U.S. authorities from calling him e PRSI

up for military service, prompting IAS Director Frank Aydelotte to reveal
Godel’s psychiatric condition to the Service Selection Board.
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Displaced Children Visit Einstein

OTTAWA, CANADA
EVENING JOURNAL

15 1949

1 .I. G A g ey L ) & {‘:a" - , ot 4
DISPLACED Mﬁﬁ \ ‘EINSTEIN—DP ?oungsters
recently arrived from Europe pay a birthday call on Prof. Albert
Einstein at his Princeton, NJ, home. The famous scientist was 70
years old on March 14. Leonora Aragones, 5, sits on Einstein’s
lap. Spokesman for the visitors was Elizabeth Kerzek, 11 (second
from left), a cousin of Dr, Einstein, who met him for the first time.




Einstein and McCarthyism

Questions }]71 = 3".":.: ﬂ-u

1) What is the essential neture of academic freedom and
why is it necessary for the pursuit of truth?

Z2) What threats to academic freedom do you see at this time?

) . - .
3) What in your view are the particular responsibilities of o e § ELAA,vEE; . /u; ﬁa~¢£,

a citizen at this time in the defense of our traditional freedoms 5
as expressed in our Bill of Rights? ) ' - |
A% 'ﬁ.(.,b_.r/\—f/v' [ S o T Bl
4) What in your opinion are the epecial obligations of an -
intellectual in & democratic society? ; N

— ! '@ r I3
g & & o= R 8 U ‘1/{_5 Qe st "'_-"‘-'7_--.'\..:_.—

5) What in your opinion ig the best way to help the victims

of political inquisitions? Rudast . ot f N A o
)¢ s O ) i L o L d g 71'me&‘"

T ! Zi";:lh A FoaE
s gl o L i : s il 4 PR il S
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i

n 1o
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ANSWETS

1) By academic freedom I understand the right to search for truth
and to publish and teach what one holds to be true. This right
implies also a duty: one must not conceal any part of what one
has recognized to be true. It is evident that any restriction
of academic freedom acts in such a way as to hamper the dis-
semination of knowledge among people and thereby impedes rational
judgment and action.

The threat to academic freedom in our time must be seen in the
fact that, because of the alleged external danger to our country,
freedom of teaching, mutual exchange of opinions and freedom of
press and other media of communication are encroached upon or
obstructed. This is done by creating a situation in which people
feel their economic positions endangered. Consequently,more and
more people avoid expressing their opinion freely, even in their
private social life. This is a state of affairs which a democratic
government cannot survive in the long run.

The strengbh of the Constitution lies entirely in the determination
of each citizen to defend it. Only if every single citizen feels
duty bound to do his share in this defense are the constitutional
rights secure. Thus, a duty is imposed on everyone which no one
must evade, nothwithetanding riske and dangers for him and his
family.

In principle,everybody is equally involved in defending the
constitutional rights. The "intellectuals" in the widest sense

of the word: are,however, in a special position since they have,
thanks to their special training, a particular stronmg influence

on the formation of public opinion. This is the reason why those
who are about to lead us toward an authoritarian government are
particularly concerned with intimidating and muzzling that group.
it is therefore, in the present situation, especially important
for the intellectuals to do their duty. I see this duty in refusing
to cooperate in any undertaking that violates the constitutional
rights of the individual. This holds in particulgr for =ll in-
quisitions that are concerned with the private life and the po-
litical affiliations of the citizens. Whoever cooperates in such a
case becomes an accessory to acts of violation or invalidation

of the Constitution.

It is important for the defense of civil rights that assistance

be given to the wictimes of this defense who in the above mentioned
inquisitions have refused to testify, and beyond that to all those
who through these ingquisitions have suftered material loss in any
wey. In particular,it will be necessary to provide legal counsel
and to find work for them,

This requires money the collection and use of which should Be put
into the hands of & small orgenization under the supervision of
persons known to be trustworthy. Thie organization should be in
contact with all groups concerned with the preservation of civil
rights.In this way it should be possible to solve this important
problem without setting up another expenesive fund-raising machinery.

Einstein was very active during McCarthyism, campaigning in favor of
intellectual freedom and supporting victims of anti-Communist purges. The
Institute received letters denouncing his actions, sometimes in surprisingly
violent terms.
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Albert O. Hirschman

Hirschman with an unknown refugee
preparing his escape from France in 1940.
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Before joining the Institute as a faculty member in 1974, Albert
: R | O. Hirschman was already a veteran of many political struggles
i it _ Do - | ; = on both sides of the Atlantic. Here we see the fake ID with

Il Cnevewx: | il Ne: | pimensions : <t ) . . . .
L oaacke: ‘ﬁk‘” Forme du visage . ; which he fled France in 1941, after having helped journalist

'i }:”, it ] 3 Varian Fry organize the escape of some 2000 people from
| Europe. (Documents on this panel courtesy of Katia Salomon,
Hirschman Family Collection; and the United States Holocaust

Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C.)




The Institute’s Continued Engagement

Hirschman’s influential work on the
emergence of authoritarian regimes in
Latin America during the 1960s and
1970s brought him into contact with
Latin American scholars who
themselves suffered under those
regimes. After joining the Institute as
a Professor in 1974, Hirschman
recruited many of those scholars,
including the influential sociologist
Fernando Henrique Cardoso, later
president of Brazil. He also helped
academics and student activists
opposed to Franco’s regime in Spain,
including sociologist Victor M. Perez-
Diaz, who came to Princeton as a
Member in the newly founded School
of Social Science in 1975—76. The
launching of the School two years
earlier with Hirschman and
anthropologist Clifford Geertz at its
helm signaled the Institute’s
continued engagement with
contemporary social and political
issues.

January 21, 1975

Mr., Victor M. Perez-Diaz
Harvard University

Center for Duropean Studies

5 Eryant Street

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138

Dear Victor:

: Many thanks for your letter. I was sorry to hear that your
plans for research in Spain have become victims of the political
situation there. On the other hand, the readiness of Harvard to
accept your already published writings in lieu of a thesis is a
consolation. ‘Wow to your inquiry about the poseibility of cori
hcrq. Since I talked with you the few places that were still
available for the next academic year have been filled by invita-
tions on our part, but it is quite possible that some of the
peop%e whom we have invited will not accept and for this oven-
tuality I should like to have at hand a curriculum vitae and a
short description of what you would wan* to work on. I should

think that this natter will be resolved within the next month
or two.

Best regards to you and Marina, also from Sarah.

Cordialmente,

Albert 0, Hirschman

S&o Paulo, February

Dr. Carl Kaysen

Director

The Institute for Advenced Study
Princeton, New Jersey 08540
U.5.A.

Dear Dr. Kaysen,

I hope that Prof. Hirschman has already
informed you of the reasons why I had to postpone stay in
Princeton. Although the difficult situation through which
we are going still persists, I hope to be able to accomplish
the nn%nglulnts I undertook as Eozlouss between March 10 and
April 10 I would stay alone in Princeton; then I would return
to Brazil for a period of two weeks, and around the end of
April, I, and probably my wife, would again go to Princeton.
Dﬂring the months of Jume and July our children would join us
there.

I can imagine all the administrative embarass-
ment this matter is causing you and I really apologise for this.
On the other hand, regarding our accomodation in Princeton, I
would like to assure you that we are ready to adapt ourselves
to the possibilities you have to offer us.

Thanking you for your attention, I remain

yours sincerely,

L

Fernando'Henrique Cardoso

Fernando Henrique Cardoso

During the last feu years I concentrated an
important portion of my interests to the analysis of autho-
ritarianism in Latin Americaiend especially in Brazil. Ny
first effort st restating this theme is contained in a study
on "State and Civil Society"™ which was published in the book
Estado y Sociedad (see enclosed bibliography). Afterwvards,

I wrote two articles which, direct or indirectly, are related
to the subject ("Las Contradicicnes del Desarrollo Associado",
published in the review Desarrolle Econdmico, Buenos Aires,

n. 53, and "State and Class Domination", still unpublished.

In the meantime, I wrote many articles on the Brazilian
political situation, of which the principal maybe is "The
Question of Democracy®.

Parallel to this theorical-critical effort,
together vith a group of collsborators of CEBAAP, I started
some ressarch on the differentiation of the State apparatus
and on the 5tate as an economic productive organization in
Brazil. Thie research follows thres main lines: the growth
of 5State organs which regulate the economy and the policies
put into practice by them during the last ten years; the
relative weight of State enterprises in the Brazilisn sconomyj
the constitution of a specific social class vhich is occupied
with the direction of the State sector of the economy.

Regarding the last of these, to which I am more

directly related, many surveys are being carried out on the
social origin of the ma ers of State enterprises, on the
interchanging groups of managers and on the entreprensurial
policies executed. These researches aim to test a hypothesis

which 1 formulated regarding the formaetion of a kind of a
"State Bourgeoisie™ in Brezil, whose function is to pronote
capital accusulation in the framework of enterprises that,
if not private properties, operste similarly to the big
corporations.

sides, I also formulated epecific- hypotheses
on the kinds of relation among the sectam of civil socciety
and the State, as wvell as on the action exerted within the
5State apparatus by the representatives of public enterprises.
1 designated the forms of articulation through which the in-
terests of these groups are expressed in the State apparatus
a8 "buresucratical rings" and contrasted such "rings" with

the classical forme of political organizations.

Other researchers in Latin America and the
United States are working on similar themes, noteuorth among
them being Juan Linz and Philippe Schmitter. Among the Latin
Amoricans, to limit myself just to the most outstanding onas,
I mention Guillermo 0'Donnel, Luciano Martins, Simon Schusrtz-

man and Bolivar Leamouniar.

My plan of work during the second term of the
acadosic year 1974/1975 at the Institute for Advanced Study
would be the srrangement of the material collected in CEBRAP's
research and the revision of the available bibliography. I
intend to write & book which would constitute en espirically
based contribution to the snalysis of the subject matter of
the form of relation betueen the State and Civil Society in
Brazil, making some comparisons with Latin America and, if
possible, with Portugal and Spain.

Pictured here are Faculty members
Clifford Geertz, Joan Scott, and Michael
Walzer in 1988.
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