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~cc : Dr. Woolf 

~ IPN INSTITUTE 
~ Suite 240 • 20 Naa .. u Street• Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

~' 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
Ins ti tu te """for Advancea study 
Princeton, NJ 08540 

Dear Professor Montgomery, 

June 25, 1979 

Some time ago you indicated to us that it is your desire to 
be relieved from y our duties as a member of the Advisory Board 
of IPN Institute. Of course, we wanted to hold on to you as long 
as possible within the realm of courtesy. Now that we are engaged 
in building the Advisory Boar d, it is an opportune time for us to 
thank you for your willingness to serv e and release you from any 
further duties as an Advisory Board member as of July 31, 1979 . 

We thank you for your participation and the good will you 
have shown to us. 

DH/ sc 

Sincerely , 

;JJ~_u_d-f~J;:; 
Do nald Hoc kney 
Associate Director 
IPN Institute 
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Professor Deane Montgomery 
School of Mathematics 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Deane: 

February 22 . 1979 

Caroline Underwood has forwarded the stack 
of materials about the National Academy of 
Science's statue. Thanks for sending it over. 

While I too object to what is being done, 
I do not intend to protest to Phil Handler. 
You might like to know that the sculptor, Robert 
Berks, approached us long ago to have it don~ 
here and we politely declined. 

Cordially yours, 

Harry Woolf 

cc . Niss Unde rwood 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEV'/ JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS February 21, 1979 

Dr . Harry Woolf 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Dr . Woolf : 

Professor Montgomery thought you might be 
interested in seeing this. He does not plan to 
reply . 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosure 
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SM IT H SON IAN INST ITU TION 
THE NATIO NAL MUSEUM O F HI STO RY AND T ECH NO LO G Y 

WASH I NGT ON . D .C . 20560 

1979 Feb . 2 

As a ~en~e~ of the Nat i onal ~cade~.y of Sciences you vrill 
have heard so:nething of the gargantuan statue of Albert Einstein 
which the Acaderr~r has commissioned , and for which it is soliciting 
funds . I f , ho~·;ever , you have heard of the project only through 
the .l\cacie:-n.y's i\u1::l- raising lite:rature or publications (e . g . News 
Report , Fe8 . 1979 , p . 3) you will be unaware of how severely this 
proposeu nonu.:.ent has been cri~icized. Not only is this mode of 
memorialization regarded as completely inappropriate by nearly 
everyone who knew Einstein pe£sonally or has gained some close 
acquaintance with the man through his 1·1T i tings, but the statue 
its elf is regarded. as very bad art by nearly- ever~·one of competence 
in aesthetic matters . 

True, the Acade'.'IIY has al~eady corr!!TI.tted itself very deepl y 
financially to this ncnu.'?lental ri"stake, but i1; has ; as far c>s I 
understa.'1.d the cas e , no moral com.r:'li tment actuall~- to erect the 
s tatue were it per suaded that the work would not adi to, but 
rather detract from the dignity of t he Academy and of the sciences . 
I t is f~O:!l that point of view that I ask you to examine the en
closed mater~als : would it not be in the higher interest of the 
Academy a..."ld of the cultural values for whose mainte!1ance the Acader:1~.r 

exists, to absorb the cost of re:pudiation, rather than docilely 
all ow i tself to be saddled with a nonstrous p i ece of Kitsch? 

Shoulci ye~ be persuaded t!:.at such i s the case, would you 
write Presi~en~ ~e.:idler to this effect ~ and send a copy of your 
l etter to one or nor e members o~ the Council of th.:: Acadeny with 
the req~eS7 ~~at they bring the matter up at the next meeting of 
that bo:::~ -~::.~n ~a.~es p l ace on February 25) . 

Sincerel y , 

Paul Forma..ri 
Curator of Modern Physics 
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February 5, 1979 

Dr. Philip Handler 
Pre sident 
National Academy o f Scienc~s 
2101 Constitution Avenue 
Washington, D.C . 20418 

Dear Dr. Handle r: 

I have given quite a bit of thought to the 
proposed Albert Einstein sculpture designed by 
artist Robert Berks. I know that the issue i s 
a terrible t horn in your side and I wish the re 
could b e an e asy solution. 

I personally feel that t he basic idea of 
a gigan tic sculpture of Dr . Einstein is simply 
inappropriate . I fee l c ertain that Dr. Einstein himself 
would have vetoed such a monument. As for aesthetics , 
the styl e o f the sculpture does not suit my taste ; but, 
as y o u well know , aesthetics is a tricky business and I 
u rge y ou to get advise from a variety of art curat o rs 
and museum directors. I wish r · could be more approving , 
but Albert Einstein is almost a demi-god. He deserves a 
memorial which reflec ts his own good tastes and instincts. 

I wish you the best o f l u ck. 

Since rely, 

~1~ 
Peter C. Marzio 
Director, Corcoran Gallery 

and School of Art 

PCM: lmt 
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J anuary 17, 1979 

Dr. Phillip Handler 
Pres i deit 
Na.tiG;i.al Acadzmy of Sciences 
2101 Canstitu-ti on Avenue, NW 
l'lashi.'lgton, D.C. 20418 

Dear Dr. P..:illdler: 
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I ':Ii.sh to express my disappointment with the Academy's decision to erect a 
r:.o n.r~ental sclllpture by Robert Berks of Albert Einstein. That one of the .· 
r.:0st crez i::i ve and dynamic rrri.I1ds of this century is to be cormnemorated by : .· 
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S:.4c~ ::<..71 t.::1ciis thlguished work is grotesquely ironic . · 
' . . . 

~cu...-s sL1cerely, 

\ .... 

Dr. Edward J. Nygren 
Curator of Collections. 
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1600-1612 21 si ST., l~V./. \V,\SHll'-IGTON, D_C_ ?O~X>? 

-_ (202) ~>87-215 1 

January 3 , J.979 

D r Pni J i_p ~1C!!!(Hf:!r , Pre::;id~r.t 

K~~io~a: Ac~Je~y of Sci2~ces 
2101 ~o~stitution Avenue 
~a sbington , D. C. 20418 

Dear Dr . Handler : 

'l'he peopL:: i n the c:i.r t world I have t2lked ·.vit.1-1 
hc::ve ui:an..i.i~ous ly expres~:ed deep regret on e!::; t.hetic c;~cn:nd.s 

that cont:::-2c~s huve be2n let by the 1-:at-.ional ;..cac0~1:1y of 
Science3 for t 11e Einst.2in r.i2::0:;::-ic:l sc;1lpi-:t:re . 

I re?.l:i.ze Cll1d regret t"hat it. is p:,:-o!);·- ~'Jly too 1 ~tr--! 

to make any suggestions 2s t o how to r:12k~ t.he ycn2.:::-0~1s 

allotted fund function fo :c b2tt,:>:r: credit -t:o t."h.::lt·~rrc e:d.: 

scien:: .i st , lhe Katioi~2l l\ca::1~ 1~y , the c.i. t y 2nd tn2 n<-1tion. 

I hcive no prec edent f or our insti tution b2e:oming 
involved in public installations but upon realizing ma ny 
museum officials are rendered mute by their affiliation I 
am compel led , from a more independent position , to voice a 
protest and hope t h at in th~ future any decision to honor 
a gr2at mind such as Eins tei ri ' s _ with i1n ar t ·work, c o'.lnsel 
·wou l d be previously sought from ·the c ·ut""ators ;:iP.c1 di r ector.s 
o f the many g reat r:m se<..1ms i~ the city. 

JM: ls 
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-
30 Ja nu3 ry 1 979 

Dr . eh i'l i p il andl~r 
Nationa l Academy of Sciences 
C o nst i tu~ion Av e . at 23 r d St. , ~.W. 
Wash i ngton . D.C. 200 37 

Dear Dr . Handler : 

~ - ·--

The photogr aph of the project fo r t he Ei nste i n statu e i n the r e 
cent Sm i thson i 3n Magaz i ne has final l y goaded me i nto express i ng 
mysel~ on the subject . Wh il e the Academy ' s mot ives in c omm i s 
si oning a memo ria l to Einstein seem to me entirely laudab l e, I 
question ser i ously whethe r that me~or i a l shou l d be a mater i al 
one , and, i n particular, whether it should take t he shape t he -
Academy is proposing to give it . Everythin9 I have seen suqgest s 
t hat the s t atue i n preparation will be whol l y ina pprop ri ate to 
its pu r pose. If such a memor i al is necesslry - and I question 
i ts necessity - the darin g of Einstein's thought can real l y on l y 
be evoked by a project of ·equa l darin 1 and intellectual forc e, 
such as Mendelsohn 1 s Einstein Tower. I have, however, the d1s
t inct i mpress i on that Ei nste i n ' s greatness as a human be i ng ex
pressed itself i n a de l icacy of fee l ing and a modesty that r e 
sisted grandiose or sent i mental gestur~s! pa rtic ularly on behalf 
of i ndividuals . 

I strong l y urge t hat the Academy cons i de r a l iv ing memo ri al su ch 
as ·a..._ s,cho l ar ship or lectu r eship, on the one hand , or a garden on 
th e ~her~ r ather than the additional tons of bron ze i t pro po se s 
to ad d to thos e alr~ady encu m berin~ this city . Consid er ,as a 
caution. t he ep i ta ph of the Eng l i sh arch i tect, Sir J ohn Vanbrugh, 
"Lie heavy on hi m, Earth, fo r he 
Laid many heavy loads on th e e." 

Since r ely, 

Char l es W. Mill ard 
Ch ief Curator 

cc: Pau l For!llan / 
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cc: Wisnovsky 

28 November 1978 

Dear Deane: 

The Institute for Advanced Study is now in the process of preparing an 
Einstein Centennial Celebration in honor of the one-hundredth anniversary 
of Albert Einstein's birth. 

A principal f~ature of the Celebration will be a Symposium to ~e held 
at the Institute on March 4-9, 1979) dealing with the specific aspects of 
Einstein's scientific work. 'nle emphasis throughout vill be on both the 
historical context and the continuing importance of Einstein's ideas in various 
fields, perhaps bearing in mind Einstein's remark that ''the most incCXApreben
sible thing about the wo-rld i1 that it i s comprehensible. '1 

ber1: 
l'he Planning Coaaittee for the Symposium consists of the following Mem-

Freeman Dyson 
Herman Pesbbacb 
Marvin Goldberger 
Gerald Bolton 
Martin Klein 
Abraham Pais 
John Wheeler 
Barry Woolf (Cbairaan) 

The audience for the Symposiura and its published product will be ~n the 
one hand the coumunity of scientists of the present and illlftediate future end, 
on the other, future historians who will look to this record for soae answers 
to the questions of how Einstein and the physic• he helped to create influence, 
either explicitly o~ tacitly, the science being done today. 
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Dr. Deane Montgomery 
Page 2 __ 

It is our intention that the Symposium be an occasion where scientists 
and scholars can reflect on vhat science is, and how at its best it is carried 
out, with specific reference to Eirutein's work. 

On behalf of the Institute for Advanced Study and the Planning Conmiittee, 
I am writing to invite you to participate in the Einstein Centennial Sympo
sium. Tb.e att-acbed preliminary program will give you a sense of the substance 
of the meeting; further details will be sent to you at a later date. 

I look forward to hearing from you soon, and very auch hope that your 
anaver will be affirmative. 

Dr . Deane Montgomery 
55 Rollingmead 
Princeton, NJ 08540 

Cordially youre, 

Harry Woolf 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

Telephone-609-924-4400 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS May 31, 1978 

Mr. Harry Woolf, Director 
The Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Harry: 

The furnace under my office is operating today, 
apparently in order to warm West building in case it 
gets too cool. This is an old complaint of mine, and 
admittedly I have a ves ted inter es t since the furnace 
makes my office and this end o f Fuld a bit more un
pleasant in sunnner . It has always seemed to me that 
there should be some more efficient way of handling 
this s ituation, and one which would save some energy 
and enhance comfort. 

Sincerely, 

Deane Montgomery 

DM:efg 

May 31, 1978 

(!C, TO: Carl Pope 

Dear Carl: 

Could you please look into this matter . 

Thank you. 

Harry Wool f 
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Professor Deane ttontgomery 
School of Mathematics 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Professor Montgomery: 

November 10, 1977 

Dr. Woolf is out of the office today, but he 
did ask me to thank you for your note concerning 
the Institute's financial statement for last year, 
which is enclosed herewith. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

Aida L. La Brutte 
Secretary to the ~irector 

v 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

November 8 , 1977 

Dr. Harry Woolf 
Ins titute for Advanced Study 

Dear Harry : 

I hope you wi l l continue the custom of sending 
to the Facul t y early each fall the usual summary of 
the Ins titute' s finances . Not everyone i s i nterested, 
but many are. 

Sincerel y, 

Deane Montgomery 

DMcdu 
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September 14, 1977 

Dear Deane & Kay: 

I have just learned of Dick's illness, and I want to extend to 
all of you my deepest hopes that recovery will be possible, and my 
empathy for all of you in a situation which maximizes, by its very 
nature, the stresses and strains among us. 

If there is anything I can do to be of help to you, either here 
or elsewhere, do feel free to call upon me. 

Professor and Mrs. Deane Montgomery 
55 Rollingmead 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

.. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry Woolf 
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March 31 , 1977 

Dear Deane: 

Your letter of 15 March 1977, on the subject of Professor Carl 
Kaysen 's return, arrived before I left for an extensive trip to the 
West Coast. Forgive me for taking so long to acknowledge its presence 
here and thank you for sharing your thoughts and feelings with me. I 
do not know what lies ahead, but I shall do the best I can to maintain 
harmony in our house, decency in our relations to each other, and to 
encourage t he human::!and just qualities in us all. 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
School of Mathematics 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry Woolf 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS March 15, 1977 

Dro Harry Woolf 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Harry: 

It is a misfortune for everyone concerned, including Kaysen, that he 
plans to return0 Under our new regulations a retired director is to have 
the title of professor but does not have a vote in the faculty or attend 
faculty meetings. If he is to be here at all it would be best if he were 
here in such a statuso The alternative would be for him to try to be a 
regular faculty member perhaps on the ground that he was appoin ted a 
professor in 1966. There are several arguments against this. 

The first is that his appointment as a professor was highly irregular 
in that it was made with no consultation with the faculty, as i s required 
by our by laws for appointment to a regu lar professorshipo At the time of 
his appointment no one on the faculty knew he was a candidate for either 
director or professor and, in fact, almos t no one had ever heard of him in 
any connection whatever. Furthermore, he was appointed a professor and not 
a professor in any particular field which carries the suggestion that it was 
conceived as an honorary title0 The second argument is that the new 
regulations for a retired director have been carefully drafted and have been 
widely accepted by everyone0 The third is that having him in this status of 
retired director would be bes t for the Institute and everyone in it since 
his presence in the faculty would be divisive. Oppenheimer lived several 
months after retiring as director but did not attend faculty meetings 
during this time. 

I regret that he apparently feels he has priority for the Wheeler 
houseo On the contrary, Institute tradition and precedent would give 
priority to those of his colleagues who have been here longer. 

There will be deep resentment if he attempts to assert himself in 
these matters 0 

Sincerely, 

Deane Montgomery 
DMcdu 
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December 9, 1976 

Dear Deane: 

Thank you very much for your two letters of 1 December, together with 
the materials you weee kind enough to attach to both. It is a part of the 
educational process which I need badly and I am grateful for your personal 
and private pedagogy. ~ 

I thin~ with regard to the matters you raise in the letter going to 
Professor Doob that there is already a common understanding or at least 
a background of on~. and I propose to keep that awareness very much alive. 

As for the reference to Mrs. Weyl and the possibility of a ~ermann 
Weyl Chair, I am wholly with you. I should lik~ to meet with the School 
of Mathematics on this question and discuss strategy and tactics. Perhaps 
the School would like to invite me to one of its regular Faculty meetings 
for this purpose. Do let me hear from you. 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
School of Mathematics 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Sinceraly yours , 

Harry Woolf 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
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SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

Dr. Harry Woolf 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSE Y 08540 

December 1, 1976 

Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Harry: 

I enclose some correspondence concerning an idea for fund rai sing, 
in case it might be of some interest. I talked to Professor Selberg 
about approaching Mrs . Weyl, but nothing was done . I was told that one 
of the trustees, Mr. Taplin, is well-acquainted with Mrs . Weyl, so it 
appeared that the best approach might be through him, or some other 
trustee, or the Director. Naturally you will want to see whether or 
not this fits into your general plans, and to decide on an appropriate 
time, if any. 

DMcdu 
Enclosures 

Sincerely , 

Deane Montgomery 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Dr. Carl Kaysen 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, N. J. 08 540 

Dear Sirs: 

July 30, 197 5 

Mr . Howard C. Petersen 
135 South B road Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19 109 

I was very pleased to receive Mr. Petersen' a letter 
of July 11. My colleagues a nd I are cons idering the best 
way to make an approach and will proceed a little lat e r. 

Miss Goldman had relatives in the fi rm of 
Goldman Sachs which seemed to give some merit to my 
suggestion. I will mention t his to others in the hope that 
the idea will either be used or replaced by a better o ne. 

Sincerely yours, 

DM:MMM Deane Montgome ry 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
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r W /.., ,c, C PETER~EN 

C. JHr· .1n f the Board 

THE 
FIDELITY 

BANK 

E.ROAD & WALNUT STREETS 
PH;LADELPHIA. PENNA. 19109 
TELEPHONE ~15 985 · 8 3 8• 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton , New Jersey 08540 

Dear Professor Montgomery: 

July 11, 1975 

The Director and I appreciate your letter of July 2nd , 
and we welcome the faculty's effort to assist in meeting 
the Institute 's financial problems . We think the idea that 
Mrs . Hermann Weyl should be approached for the endow
ment of a professorship in memory of her late husband is an 
excellent one . It seems to us that you or one of your 
colleagues might be the appropriate person t o make the 
initial approach . 

As far as the family of Hetty Goldman goes , to the 
best of my knowledge there is little prospect there. Her 
own will, as you know, in effect left her house t o the 
Institute. We used it for a while, and have now sold it . 
The balance of her estate , which was modest , was divided 
between Bryn Mawr and Radcliffe , after some bequests to 
members of her family . 

Thank you for your continuing interest in t he 
corporate aspect of the Institute ' ~ affair s . 

Sincerely , 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
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Dr. Carl Kaysen 
I n :>tit11tc for Advanced Study 
Princeton, NJ 08540 

Dear Sirss 

July 2, 1975 

Mr. Howard c. Petersen 
135 South Broad Stree t 
Philadelphia, PA 19109 

It wns good to hear about the establishment of a fund for the 
von Neumann professorsl:ip with the I BM gift. 

In this connection it has occurred to a number of us that a 
possible way to raise coney ttlgtt be to es t ablish one or two other 
uam.e professorships for exai.1ple, say, a Hcl.L:Klnn Weyl l?~ofes::;orship 
in mathenatics. Mrs. Weyl is a wealthy woman living in Switzerland 
and it is at least conceivable that she could be interested in raaking 
a contribution for such a purpose and that ethers, beth indivi<luals 
and foundations• would be interested in contributing also. 

I don't mean to insist on any oce nar!le iu mathemctics or any 
other field. It Mppens t hat Heyl had family connections of some 
wealth, and the same is probably true of the late Professor Het ty 
Goldman of the School of Histori cal Studies. 

DMcdu 
CC: Mr. Ralph Hensmann 

Mr. Minot c. Morgan, Jr. · 
Mr. Martin Segal 

Sincerely yours, 

Deane ?:ontgor.iery 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NE\V JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

December 1, 1976 

Dr. Harry Woolf 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Harry: 

I enclose a copy of a letter written to Doob on 
March 4, 1975 and a copy of one page of a table on 
finances circulated by Kaysen to the faculty on 
February 11, 1975. 

DMcdu 
Enclosures 

Sincerely , 

Deane Montgomery 
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Professor J. L. Doob 
Department of Mathematics 
University of Illinois 
Urbana, IL 61801 

Dear Joe: 

Harch 4, 1975 

To answer your last question at once, I would aavise a prospective 
young. faculty member to corae to the Institute because I believe it has 
been a uniquely useful in3titution &,d t~-at, for this reason, it will 
somehow manage to survive. Nevertheless, it is in serious financial 
trouble, as has been rather widely understood for many years. This 
trouble has been caused mainly by expansion without adequate new funds. 
Below are a few remarks whi~; give reasons for this statement and answer 
some of your questions. 

1. The Institute receives government and some foundation funds to 
support temporary members, but in its history has received almost no 
other gifts for operating expenses. Almost nothing had eve·;: been added 
to the Bamberger endowment until some· restricted funds were recently 
added for social sciences. Also some funds for math~~atics have just 
been added from IB~ and Mrs. Veblen. 

2. For the first 20 years of its existence the Institute operated 
on its income from divid~nds aud inter'2st. In the 1930's the Institute 
expanded into physics and built new housing, but raised no new funds for 
the purpose. In a business a new building may add income, but in an 
academic institution its rnaintenanca is an additional expense. 

3. One of the Trustees stated in 1966 that t he Institute required 
another 10 or 15 million to support its operations at that time, and that 
for expansion it would need still another 10 or 15 million. Other trustees 
made similar remarks and it was my understanding that expansion would not 
be undertaken unless such sums were raised. Unfortunately events took a 
different course. 

4. During 1962 to the present about 8 million has been taken from 
endo~ent for buildings a.~d for such capital expense as major repairs. 
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Professor J . L. Do0b 2. March 4, 1975 

5. Tha Director r ecent l y preparad a table showing expenses since 
1962 end eA-pressirrg t hem as a p~rc3nt of t he portfolio. The above capital 
ey,:pens~s were not i ncluded i n t he table, but ii t hey were added to give t he 
tota l ac t ual expense t hen t he fi gur es give~ woul d be i ncreased on t he 
average by over $600,000 per year . 

6. Of t he 41 mi llion in thg portfolio for 1974-75 about 4 mi l liou 
is resanred for socia l s ciences, so t he general endolli'tllent is r eally 
37 ~illion and is, th~refore, les s t han i n 1962. 

7. No one doubts that I nstitute funds have been pr~dently inve3ted, 
but there is doubt t hat e>'penses have been pn:dently supervised. If t he 
average capital expense of $600,000, mentioned a~ove, is added, then th~ 
Institute•s rate o f spending h.3s be~n over 5 percent since 1962 and over 
7 percent since 1969 (much more recently ). Presumably t he endo1~ent 
should be ~.anaged so t hat, on t hz averase, it increases 5 or 6 perc ent a 
year to offset i nflation. With e::i..-pens es at 5 percent, not to speak of 
7 percent or more, this means t he required total yield of di\ridends plus 
appreciation is 10 or 11 percent. Poss ibly it is risky to couut on this 
for the long pull. At any r ste, sinca 1962 somethi ng hasn't worked well. 

8. The amount t he Institute make8 available from its own funds fo~ 
visitors in mathematics h~s been constant at $105, 000 per ye ar for 10 or 
12 years. The amount spent for assistants i n mathematics ha s i ncreased 
some in t his time. Mathematics has made an effort to get as much outside 
support as possible for t emporary members and at times has us ed rath2r 
little of the Institute 's allowance for t his purpose. However, this is 
difficult now because some of cur former sources in t he Defense Depart
ment do essentially a othing in basic ~esearch at present. 

9. The flow o f visitors through the Ins titute is what gives t he 
Institute much of its i mpac t on t he acadamic scene, an<l is one of t he main 
justifi cations for its existence. TI'i s could not occur tdth th~ s ame effect 
and usefulness without a permanent faculty of t he P~ghest quali ty. 

10. What is needed is an effort to fiud more funds f or current 
oper a tions artd especially more endowment. If the Trustees had a be,ter 
understanding of t he Institute they might be will i ng to h.el p more. 

Sincerely yours, 

Deane Montgomery 
DNcdu 
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Assets & Expenditures 

($millions) 

(1) (2) 
Acad. Port- Oprtng . 
Year folio 1 Expnses . 

62-3 39. 72 1.56 

63- 4 44.94 · 1. 63 

64-5 48.08 1.92 

65-6 47.89 2.09 

66- 7 45.02 2.28 

67-8 51.15 2.34 

68-9 56. 03· 2.40 

69-70 49.75 2.86 

70-1 50.21 2.96 

71-2 52.65 3.40 

72-3 56.48 3.53 

73-4 51. 79 3.94 

74-5 41.802 4. 233 

lAverage of month-end values 

2Average of 7 monthly values 

~Forecast 

(3) 
Ratio 
2:1 

3.92 

3.63 

3.98 

4.37 

5.06 

4.68 

4.28 

5. 75 

5.90 

6.46 

6.25 

7.61 

10.13 

SUMMARY OF IAS OPERATIONS 
1962-3 - 1974-5 

TABLE I 

Academic Activities 

Academic Expenditures Academic Personnel 
($thousands) 

(5) (6) (8) (9 ) 
(4) Members (7) ·Mmbrs . & Secret. 

Faclty. IAS Outsd . Fnds Faclty Assts . Librar' 

657 205 298 20 105 22 

666 244 358 19 112 22 

812 348 345 21 108 22 

903 331 386 23 108 23 

885 404 395 21 117 25 

927 389 464 20 121 27 

996 389 608 20 126 27 

1093 515 540 22 132 26 

1219 304 875 25 131 38 

1374 422 810 26 136 42 

1441 472 840 27 133 42 

1546 511 870 . 28 155 45 

1562 633 865 26 163 42 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

l.A.S. 

Memo to: 

Memo from: 

Date: 

NOTE : Prof. Montgomery has an appointment 

to see you on Tuesday, Sept. 21, 

2:00 p .m . (courtesy call) 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATil.EMATICS 

September 17, 1976 

Dr. Harry Woolf, Director 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Dr. Woolf: 

I enclose a copy of a l et t er I wrote to 
Doob who had written to ask my opinion of Mrs. Stern' s 
hi stor y of the Ins titute. 

DMcdu 
Enclosure 

With best regards, 

Deane Montgomery 
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Professor J. L. Doob 
3430 Quartz· Cree..~ Road 
Merlin, OR 97532 

Dear Joe: 

.July 21, 1975 

Beatrice Stern's history is a poor source for gaining understanding of 
the Institute and its problecs. lt contains some facts about the administra• 
tion but it is p?:ejudiced9 and filled with mistakes. A major shortco:ning is 
t hat it contains almost nothing about the Institute's ac.hievemc~ts. The 
Institute has been a highly successful institution, but this is not c l ear 
from Mrs. Stern's boo!<.. 

She and her husband ( who was dead) bad been friends of an acquaiuttu!ce 
of O~palli~eimer's ~nd she had dabbled in Journali~1. Sha t;oas hir~d by 
Oppenheim2r anc Lf.!.t<lescorff. lier treatmeut o f Veblen is based on talks with 
A couple of his ene..ni.ca, and is evidently intended to blacke::i his name. His 
great constructive influence is obscured. Professor Morrey of Pri!"c~tor.' s 
Art Dep~l:cment was he j.p ful i~ the eat.'l y y~rs r.nd he too fa:-cs b~d l y. She 
depr~c.!te.;; Nr. l'i.!!£:S w1;o WA$ Chal1.1<1.~n of the Bon r d fo-r save-rd ycaL·s. !t is 
indde:!!tal , but her renarks ebout Selbe4·g sn.d mys~lf ara unf;\i:.:-. 

She clitl not bava the trairdng or cape.city to unda.:sta::id th~ put"p~S·~s a.'1d 
contrihut:ions {)f the Iustltu\.:e. By co·t~Ct3~1trsting ("ln its rft.?nrrcls and 
recounting these !u a iliased \imf she bas given a distorted picture which is 
unjust to a great institution. A reader of her book wlth little -;::cl!ahl!! 
infort:lation vill be serlously misled. -rhe fact th~t h~~ book is bodng io 
a minor fault ccmparcd to the others. 

Most of u~ were friendly to her t-meu she was h~~e. Sho s~arcely <li3cuesed 
the lustitute with me and I was shocked l:fuen 1 first r ead h~ .. b'.>-'>k abcut onl.l 
year ago. She se.emed embarrassed and unco:nf ortable the l~st time I saw her 
and I now see why. 

I en.close a copy of my obituary of Veblen which contai113 a feu scraps 
of informat ion about the early history of the Institute. The past may bca of 
eom~ inter~st , but Qur m.ein job is to get en with the future~ 

P..'1cdu 
CC: Dean Pelikan 

l-1~. Sogal 

Sincerdy, 

Deane ~ontgomcry 
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September 10, 1976 

Dear Professor Ml;)ntgomery: 

Thank you so much for sending me the offprint 
of your statement on the death of Oswald Veblen. 
I appreciate having it both as a historian of 
science and as someone interest ed in great figures, 
and also to know more of your own work . 

Sioce-rely yours, 

Barry Woolf 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
School of Mstbeamtics 
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April 4, 1975 

Dear Professor Montgomery: 

Thank you for your reminder of April 2 . 

Attached is a copy of an annouocement to the 

Faculty of what will be done in this matter . 

ProfessoT Deane Montgomary 
School of Mathematics 

Sincerely yours, 

Carl Kaysen 
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cc. Mr. Morgan 

April 4, 1975 

Memorandum to the Faculty 

Earlier this year the question was raised whether the Institute's 
securities list would be made available to the Faculty. I have discussed 
the matter with Mr . Petersen and the Finance Committee. We agree that 
it is appropriate to make available for inspection by the members of the 
Faculty the securities list of the Institute on a regular basis. 

Our new accounting procedure in which the portfolio is measured in 
terms of units that fluctuate in value with market value of securities 
produces quarterly valuations for the unit, and for each Fund in our 
holdings. We will make these quarterly valuations and the portfolio 
composition for the corresponding month-end available in Mr. Morgan's 
office for inspection on a regular basis by members of the Faculty. 

The material& for the first quarter will be regularly available 
after 15 October; for the second qU4rter, after 15 January. Because 
the third quarter materials must be prepared at the same time as the 
Controller's report and budget for the spring Board meeting, these 
materials can be made available only after the beginning of May. Year~ 
end materials are not ready until after the annual audit and, therefore , 
will be available in early September. This procedure will begin with 
the third-quarter materials for this year, which will be ready after 
May 5. 

Carl Kaysen 

Professors Clagett, Elliott, Gilbert, Gilliam, Habicht, Lavin, Setton, 
Thompson, White 

Professors Borel, Godel, Rarish-Chandra, Langlands, Milnor, Montgomery, 
Selberg, Weil, Whitney 

Professors Adler, Baheall, Dashen, Dyson, Regge , Rosenbluth 

Professors Geertz, Hirschman 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MA TH EMA TICS April 2, 1975 

Dr. Carl Kaysen 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Dr. Kaysen : 

At a facu l ty meeting l ast fall I asked whether the Faculty 
cou ld occasionally see the list of securities in the Institute 
endowment, as is done i n many institutions. In October you wrote a 
l etter sayi ng my question had been referred to Mr. Petersen and that 
you would give me the answer later. So far I have heard nothing. I 
wonder if you could give me the information now. 

Sincerel y, 

Deane Montgomery 

DMcdu 
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October 25, 1974 

De~~ Professor Montgomery: 

Mr. Morgan has told me of your conversation 
with him about the Faculty's access to reports 
in the Institute's investment portfolio. As I 
promised I would 4t the last Faculty meeting, I 
have raised this question with Mr. Petersen. He 
wishes to discuss it with the Finance COtmnittee 
before coming to a conclusion. 1 will let the 
Faculty know as soon as some conclusion has been 
reached; one is not likely until the December 
meeting of the Executive Committee. 

Professor Deane Montgo:nery 
School of Mathematics 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Sincerely yours , 

Carl Kaysen 

cc. Mr. Ho rgan 
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Professor Deane Montgomery 
;;;cnool of Ha thematics 
The Instit.ute 

Dear Professor Monb:Jomery: 

.Ju 1 y 21 , 19 7 2 

Your letter of vuly 12 reach~d my office when I was 
a\.1ay. I have new haa the opportunjty to consult with lr. 
Morgan about this Jituation. I am told by him that the 
~oiler in the Library is r1ow in good repair and is 
functioning reliably. I'm sure every effort will be maae 
to keep it that Wdy. 

Sincerely your$, 

Carl :r.aysen 

C1':M\7A 

cc. Mr • t-1organ 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

Dr. Carl Kaysen 
Fuld Hall 

Dear Dr. Kaysen: 

July 12, 1972 

Some t ime ago I wrote to Mr. Morgan and Mr. P ope, 
with a copy to you, asking if the furnaces under my office 
could be shut d own for the summer. Since then they hav e 
operated only part of the time, which is some improvement. 
As a solution I suggested either obtaining a reliable boiler 
in the Library or running a steam line fr om West Building 
to the Library. No one has replied, and I wonder if you 
would be willing to tell me what is planned. 

Sincerely y ours, 

DM:MMM Deane Montgomery 
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PROFESSOR MONTGOMERY ' S CHILDREN: 

Mary 

Richard 

Augus t 21, 1937 

August 17, 1942 
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CROSS REFERENCE 

FILE: Montgomery, Deane 

RE: Plans of Dr. Goldstine 

LETTER DATED: 2- 10- 71 

SEE: Former Permanent Members - Herman Goldstine 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRJNCETON, N EW J ERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

August 18, 1969 

Dr. Carl Kaysen 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Dr. Kaysen: 

Thank you for letting me know that air 
conditioning for Fuld Hall is being considered. I 
once spent several weeks at Tulane University in a 
building which is larger than Fuld Hall and was 
built of stone about 1870 . It was comfortably cool 
on numerous 90-degree days. Air conditioning is 
now a necessity rather than a luxury and the other 
academic buildings need more of it too. Fuld Hall 
will have to be air conditioned in time and it should 
be done soon . It is important to properly maintain and 
improve our present buildings, and Fuld Hall has been 
somewhat neglected. 

Sincerely, 

Deane Montgomery 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
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August 13, 1969 

Dear Deane: 

Thanks for your note. We have arranged a house 
for Atiyah at 24 Haslet Avenue which he will be renting 
for a year and seeing 1£ he wants to buy. There may, of 
course, be other houses available for him to buy . All 
the arrangements were made directly between Atiyah and 
Mike Morgan, and I understand that Atiyah is arriving 
about the beginning of September. 

As far as air conditioning Fuld Rall goes, 
this is primarily, as you realize, a question of expense. 
The new mechanical installations that will serve the new 
building will be so designed as to have the space for 
pumps and the pipe capacity to provide chilled water to 
Fuld Hall for air conditioning. The chief problem of ex
pense arises becau~e the heavy construction of Fuld Hall 
Clllkes quite difficult the task of breaking through the 
walls from the corridors to bring the cold air ducts into 
the rooms. We are still looking at this, and I am expecting 
to h3ve some Tough cost estimates in the near future. 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Sincerely yours, 

Carl Kaysen 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MAT HEMATICS 

Dr. Carl Kaysen, Director 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Carl: 

August 6 , 1969 

It seems to me it would be a good idea to air condition Fuld Ha ll 
sometime soon. I wonder if you could let me know whether this is being 
planned. 

Could you tell me where Atiyah will live, or at l east wha t is 
avai l able for him? 

Sincerely yours, 

Deane Montgomery 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
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SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

Dr. Carl Kaysen 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

August 4, 1969 

Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Carl: 

The men whose names I asked are members of the Board of Trustees so 
that their names are a matter of public knowledge . Others may be added 
later , but this is not a reason to attempt to keep the present membership 
secret. 

The matter would be unimportant except that it is a reflection of 
your general policy of refusing to give adequate information and to use 
normal academic procedures. The Institute cannot continue as a place of 
excellence under such a policy. 

Sincerely yours, 

Deane Montgomery 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



August 1, 1969 

Dear Deane : 

I have just returned to find your 
letter of 28th July. As I think I told you 
earlier, as soon as we have completed the 
list of Trustees I will make it available to 
you. The reason why it is not now ready is 
that we have not yet concluded the process 
of invitation and accet>taoce. As soon as we 
have you as well as other members of the 
Faculty vill be informed of the results. 

Cordially, 

Carl Kaysen 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

July 28, 1969 

Dr. Carl Kays en 

Dear Carl: 

A few days ago I a sked your office the names of 
the Trustees who wer e e l ected in April and have 
accepted. In May and June I asked a similar question, 
and on a ll these occasions I received no answer . Will 
you please send me this information and tell me why 
it is not always fully availabl e? 

S incerely yours, 

DM:MMM D eane Montgomery 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
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July 24, 1969 

Prof. Montgomery came into the office this morning 
with a letter he had received from NSF informing 
him of the grant. He requested a copy of our 
letter from Mr. Levin and after mentioning this 
to Mr . Morgan I sent him one . 

AEW 

Prof . Montgomery also mentioned his request for 
a list of the new Trustees(mentioned to REB) . I 
explained that he hadn't recd. a list as the 
list wasn't complete yet. Upon KRRE mentioning 
this to Mr. Morgan I discovered he had told him 

the same thing only a few weeks before. 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
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· - - July 16, 196-9. 

ICHOOL OF MATHllllATICS 

Professor Deane Mentgomery 
Institute for Adva nced Study 
Princeton, N.J. 08540 

Dea r Deane: 

I t is my underst~nd ing tha t Fuld Hall is bein~ converted 

into a Pheasant Breeding Farm , a nd that, for wha t mus t appear 

to everyone as narrowl y selfish motives, y ou hFtve r ai sed ob 

jections against this excellent plan. 

Ha d y ou c a nvassed your collea gue s first (as was y our ob

vious duty ), you would hRve discovered t hat t here is wide

spread and enthusiastic agreement in favor of the aforesaid 

project it be ing under s tood, of course, tha t a bonus of 

a brace or t wo of those va luable bird s would be distributed 

a t Christmas , Thanksgivin~ a nd oth er s uita ble occasions, to 

a ll members of our Faculty . This would g o a long way t owards 

diss ipating a ny lingering doubts in the minds of John Mi lnor 

a nd other distinguished schol ;:i.rs and scientists , v1ho, for un

accounta ble· reas ons, still .hesita te about - joininp t he Insti

tute. 

I should be obliged if y ou woul d f orma l ly communicate 

these v iews of mine to a ll t h ose wh o a re in a n y w~.y conr.P.rne d 

with or interest e c in the Pheasant Project (first a nd TOre

most, of course , our Director ) . 

Yours sincerely 

A •. Weil , S.O.B. 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Mr. Minot C. Morgan, Jr. 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Mike : 

June 13, 1969 

I understand the electrically-fired boiler in e Library has not 
been in working order since last August , I hope i an be fixed soon 
or perhaps replaced with a gas-fired boiler ~-RTt~wo ld no doubt be 
cheaper , 

Steam is used to warm the Library 
the summer and especially in these 9 d 
be to shut off the cool e r for a time, s 
blow in some of the 90- degree air 
air into the Library would be 
could be opened, 

Since the boiler now bei 
admit a personal motiv 
making regularly for 

/

Ufcdu 
CC: Dr . Kaysen 

Sincerely yours, 

During 
would 
and 

Deane Montgomery 

/ 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

Mr . Minot C. Morgan, Jr . 
Institute for Advanced Study 

DMcdu 
/ CC: Dr , Kaysen 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

June 9, 1969 

Sincerely yours, 

Deane Montgomery 

/ 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, Princeton, New Jersey 
Office of t he Director 

Dear Deane: 

June 7, 1969 

Your letter of 3 June is simply not 
responsive to mine of May 23 . I am sure that 
Miss Underwood acted at your request, and I of 
course saw the Minutes of the 16 April meeting. 
My i:;oint is simply to emphasize that the individual 
faculties cannot alone decide on how many members 
they can invite without reference to the situation 
in the Institute as a whole. Therefore, I think 
the practice of writing informal letters of in
vitation in a situation in which the possibility 
of adding another member is in doubt is unwise. 

Cordially, 

Carl Kaysen 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, Princeton, New Jersey 
Office of the Director 

May 23> 1969 

D.en r Deane : 

In accordance with the School's request 
I have written a formal letter of invitation to 
Robert M. Seymour, a copy of which is attached. 

The procedure in this matter troubles 
me . Mr. Seymour will be the 64th member in the 
School for the first term, and as I am sore you 
know. we are already very crowded; yet Miss Under
wood wrote an informal letter of invitation to 
Mr. Seymour before I w.'.ls aware th:it the invitation 
was to be ex.tended. I think thi.s rrocedure should 
be avoided. There is always some uncertainty about 
how many invitees will accept, and I think last 
minute invitations should always be carefully con
sidered in the light of the then state of accept
ances rather than in the terms of some preconceived 
number. 

Cordially, 

Carl Kllysen 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Attachment 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

·~:;i,_~J I Fcp 
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May 29, 1969 

Dear Professor Montgomery: 

As you see by the attached I have 
taken care of your travel expenses. I also 
enclose a cory of the list of the Board of 
Trustees. This does not include the new members, 
but as soon as that list is made up, I ~ill see 
that you get one. 

I hope your stay abroad has been 
satisfactory in every way, and your trip back 
a good one . 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Paul Bortell, Jr. 

Professor D~aoe Montgomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Enclosures (2) 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

April 25 , 1969 

Dr. Carl Kaysen 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Carl: 

I will talk with Adler this morning. We 
revised our standard grants r ecently and any change 
would have to be made by our school as a whole. 
There are sometimes differences in customs in 
different fields so that uniformity is not always 
possible, but an exchange of information is a good 
idea. 

Sincerely yours, 

Deane Montgomery 

DMcdu 
CC: Dr. Stephen Adler 
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April 24, 1969 

Dear Deane: · 

The physicists are in the proeeH of syatematiung 
their stipend -pnctices , and I know your depaYtment has 
recently suggested cha11ges in your own. As far as first-level 
o~ standard grants go. I think the practices of both depart
ments should be as nearly uniform AB possible, since they 
are laTgely f inan.ceu out of NSP or Air Force money in both 
cases . Accordin_gly ~ I havf) asked Steve Adler to get in touch 
with you to disc\UJs the possibilities of an agreed ~ehedule. 
Stipend levels, the definition of the length of the term, 
and the number of additional fllOJltha th.at ere permissible and 
at what rates, are all involved. The need for agreement, 
as I see it, refers only to stand<lrd grants. I think each 
department should rema.i11 free, as they now are, to deal with 
people who have advanced beyond the iromediate post-Pb.D. 
stage in whatever way is most suitable to the situation of 
the ind.i vi duals whom they are inviting. 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
I.netitute for Advanced Study 

cc: Dr. Stephen Adler 

Cordially, 

Carl Kayaen 
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April 11, 1969 

Dear Deane: 

I talked briefly with Milnor on the 
phone yesterday. He asked that we don't press 
him for too in:mediate a decision~ and he agreed 
to let me know when he would next be in Prince
ton so that we could talk. However, be did not 
at this moment have a definite date. 

Cordially, 

Carl K.aysen 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



J anuary 17, 1969 

Dear Deane: 

The recot'l11118ndation that the F culty of Mathe
matics made at its l ast meeting (i t em 29, Minut es of 
January 13) , is no excellent one. I am changing the 
words a little, simply t o suggest the poasibility of 
exceptions without spelling it out. Accordingly, the 
sentence "In general, members are expected to be in 
residence during term time except for ohort absences" 
will appear in all original letters of appointment 
from no~ on in the way the batch you are j ust getting 
shows . l also think the same phraseology should be 
used in letters for the other faculties as well. 

Cordially, 

Carl Kaysen 

Professor Doane Montgomery 
Institute for Advoinced Study 
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DecelDher 31, 1968 

Dear Deane: 

HeAring no questions raised:. I have 
today forwarded the :nomination of Atiyah to the 
Trustees vith a 'request for early action. You 
might let your colleagues know. 

Cordially, 

Carl lC.nysen 

Professor Deane Moutgomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, Princeton, New Jersey 
Office of the Director 

Dear Deane: 

December 6, 1968 

In looking over the past Minutes of the 
Faculty in Mathematics I realize I had failed to 
comment on resolution 7 in the Minutes of the meeting 
of October 28 when you recommended an increase in 
the stipend grants. I am somewhat skeptical of the 
wisdom of the additional $500 for a third child and 
would consider it better to stop the additional sub
sidy at the second child. I have checked> and as 
far as I know this issue has not com.e up; and I 
wonder whether you would reconsider this matter. 

Cordially, 

Carl Kaysen 

Professor Dcahe Montgomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 

~ 

't , I 1· I 
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Dec r 4, 1965 

Dear Deane: 

Glad to get the good oews about 
Michael. ould you please see that the usual 
m:iterial is prepared for circulation to the 
Faculty? I will get the whole thing done as 
soon as feasible . 

Cordially , 

C:n-1 Kaysen 

Profesttor Deane Montgomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dictated by Dr. aysen 
over the telephone a'Dd 
signed in his abse.nce 
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October 21. 1968 

Dear Deane: 

Below is a revised version of the fourth 
paragraph on page 2 of the Draft Minutes of the 
Faculty Meeting. 1 think it represents somewhat 
more pr ecisely my re1D8rks on these points . 

"The Director said that the Truttees had 
talked vith him in terms of expansion of the activities 
of the Institute at the time of bis appointment. Per
haps he should have asked the Trustees at that time 
what the views of the Faculty were; in any event~ it 
was in that context that be had accepted the appoint
ment . Further. be pointed out tbat,on any comparative 
standard in relation to other private academic insti
tutions in the United States, the Institute operated 
on an unususlly secure financial basis with nearly 80% 
of its expenditures covered by the Institute's own 
funds. The way to raise motley was to be more venture
some in spending what we had. " 

Profeseor Deane Montgomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Cordially. 

Carl Kaysen 
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DRAFT OF FACULTY MINUTES 

The Director said that the Trustees had talked 

with him in terms of expansion of the activities of the 

Institute at the time of his appointment. Perhaps he should 

have asked the Trustees at that time what the views of the 

Faculty were; in any event, it was in that context that 

he had accepted the appointment . Further, he pointed out 

that on any comparative standard in relation to other 

private academic institutions in the United States, the 

Institute operated on an unusually secure financial basis 

with nearly 80% of its expenditures covered by the In

stitute ' s own funds . The way to raise money was to be 

more venturesome in spending what we had. 

Revi sion - paragraph 4, page 2 
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October 16. 1968 

Dear Deane: 

There doesn't seem to be a Faculty 
Secretary at the moment. I wonder if you would 
mind acting as Secretary and preparing the 
Minutes of tomorrow's meeting. 

Cordially, 

Carl E.aysen 

Professor Deane !k>ntgomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 
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September 27, 1968 

Dear Deane: 

Earlier this year you raised two questions 
on which you felt the Faculty should be informed--the 
contents of the applicRtion to the NSF and the financial 
picture for the past year. On the second, early next 
week I will be able to circulate to the members of the 
faculty the appropriate information, both about the 
budget and the aaset and earning pi~ture for the Insti
tute. As to the first, you raised the question in con
nection with your concern about what kind of coamitments 
might attach to the u1e of a new building that was par
tially financed by NSF funds earmarked for the social sci
ences. This issue has now become moot. I have learned, 
to my disappointment, that the total NSF allocotion to 
the particular category of funds on which I had hoped to 
draw is $200,000 for the current fiscal year. In the 
light of this, it 8eems to me useless to press a formal 
application. 

I hope at an early meeting of the whole Faculty 
to make a report on the aeneral question of the new build
ings and financial matters related thereto. 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Cordially, 

Carl ltaysen 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NE\V JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

September 9, 1968 

Mrs. Paul Bortell 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Mrs. Bartell: 

I should like to have you send our department 
a copy of the letter from the National Science Founda
tion to Dr . Kaysen concerning the cut in funds for the 
current year. 

Sincerely yours, 

Deane Montgomery 

DMcdu 

~~p~~- ~~6~ 
~ f~ Tc-i-, 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW .JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 
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CROSS Ri~ERENCE 

FILE: Mont gomery, Deane - Faculty 

RE: New building program - 1968 

LEI'TER DATED~ June 27 and June 28, 1968 

SEE: Trustees ' File - Committee on the Future 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, Princeton, New Jersey 
Office of the Director 

r Deane: 

I hllVC \.."'Tit t~ to 
Atiynh this I30rnl :in the senGc 

f ur converGation yesterday end 
hope that this mU help ush him 
in the riuht direction. 

C rdi lly, 

Carl ys n 

A'"Ofesaor De:ioo Montg ry 
titute for dvruicc Study 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANC 
ED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERS.EY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 
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CROSS REF'ERE..l\JC E 

FILE: 

RE: 

LEI'TER DATED ; / 1- - 1 5 - ~ 7 

SEE: 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Prof eHor Deana 
School of Math 

Dear Deane: 

Baskins & Sella. 

1h~ in thia r 

$680,000.00. 

MCH/op 

cc r Dr. Cat'l Xay•en 

October 31, 1967 

Jr. 
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SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

Dr. Carl Kaysen 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

September 7, 1967 

Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Carl: 

I wrote a short letter to you at the time of the June faculty meeting 
which I was unable to attend. You may not have received it, so I'm writing 
again to mention a point in that letter. 

The official Institute deficit for the year ending July 1, 1966 was 
about $570 , 000 and may be higher for the year ending July 1 , 1967. This 
official de ficit , like those of other years, does not include capital 
expenditures of large or fairly large size. Such expenditures have probably 
averaged around $200,000 a year for the last t en years , so that the total 
current deficit is in r eality more than $800,000 per year. This is a drain 
on the Ins titute' s real wealth, whatever may happen to the market value of 
its securities. Moreover , the deficit would be still larger without 
s ubstantial government grants, which are a l ways s lightly uncertain, and in 
any case it may not be desirable to become too dependent on them. It seems 
clear that many more millions of endowment are needed to justify our present 
scale of operation, and that no new building or significant expansion should 
be undertaken before adequate new funds a re available. A government loan 
at low interest would not be an answer to the problem. 

Sincerely yours , 

Deane Montgomery 

DMcdu 
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September 12, 1967 

Dear Deane: 

I learn that I was misinformed in respect to 
the ?tSF's position on Callen, the physicist , and Lieberman 
and Landweber. The Foundation is not prepnred to increase 
their stipends; it "Will ~pprove our paying each of them 
supplementary sti ende up to $2,000. Therefore. I think 
it is up to you to culculate what supplements, if any, 
you wish to reCOU1n.end in the cases of Lieberman and 
Landweber. 

I am sorry for this confusion, but it is apparent
ly the product of a telephone discussion. 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
School of Mathaoatics 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Cordially, 

Carl Kaysen 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MAT HEMATICS 

June 6, 1967 

Dr. Carl Kaysen 

Dear Carl: 

As you know, I will be unable to attend the faculty 
meeting on June ninth. For this reason I am sending along 
a couple of remarks on the topic to be discussed. 

1. In arranging for offices it is best to have the 
offices for people in any one discipline as close to each 
other as possible. 

2. Before much expansion can be done in building 
or otherwise, new funds should be raised; the large deficits 
now being incurred by the Institute are unsound. Moreover, 
outside support for temporary members on the present 
scale is not a c-ertainty, and may not be desirable. 

Sincerely yours, 

DM:MMM Deane Montgomery 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA
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April 7 , 1967 

Dear Deane: 

Thanks very much for the piece you 
sent me yesterday. I read it with great in
terest and some comprehension . I think the 
high proportion of Institute members mentioned 
is indeed striking , and I am glad to have the 
material for s~len purposes. 

Why don't you remedy Professor 
Dieudonne's non-membership? 

Cordially, 

Carl Kaysen 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINC ETON, NEW JERSEY 08 540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATI CS 

April 6, 1967 

Dr . Carl Kays en 

Dear Carl: 

I enclose a semi - popular article on mathematics since 
the war which appeared in the American Mathematical Monthly 
three years ago . A check has been p laced opposite names of 
peopl e who have been here. The article has obvious omissions 
for exampl e, Selberg and Paul Cohen -- and many dozens more 
of our member s have made excellent contributions . Naturally, 
there have been outstanding developments during the peri od 
since the article was wr itten. 

It occurred to me that this might be of some slight 
interest to you as an indication of the recent development 
of mathematics and the part p l ayed in it by the Institute. 
P r ofessor Dieudonne is a distinguished mathematician, w ho, 
to my regret, has never been a visito r here. 

Sincerel y yours, 

DM:MMM D ean e Montgomery 

Enc. 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
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Prof. Dr. L. Iliev, Pre ident 
National Conmittee for Mathematicc 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
1 Boul. Anton Ivanov 
Sofia 26 , Bulgaria 

Dear Dr. Iliev: 

March 16, 1967 

Thank you for your invitation of March 1 
'Which I have passed along to the Faculty of Ma.the
matics . If any of Chem can come to the Second 
Congresc of the Bul garian Mathematicians, I am 
sure they "'-ill be in touch with you directly. 

Sinceraly youra, 

Carl Kayser: 
Director 

bee: Profes5or Montgomery 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



March 16, 1967 

Dear Deane: 

Here is a communication from the 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. I don't know 
"(Jhether anybody will be interested in this. 

Cordially, 

Carl ltaysen 

Professor Deane Uontgomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



January 31, 1967 

De r De· nc: 

Thcnk for your note of 
27 J~nu8ry . Mike tells me that in fact 
~n inst~ll~tion will be in place in the 
new libr .sry building this SUJ'Tl'UCr, nnd you 
will be sp llrecl the inconvenience of b::ving 
£ boiler going under your feet. 

Cordia lly, 

Carl Kaysen 

Professor Deane Montcomery 
Institute for Advanced Study 

cc: Mr . Morgnn 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

January 27, 1967 

Dr. Carl Kays en 

Dear Carl: 

I am enclosing a copy of a note expl aining a problem 
about which I have spoken off and on beginning in April, 1965. 
Last July it was mentioned to me that an e l ectrically fired 
b oiler had been ordered for the Library which would be 
adequate to supply whatever heat is needed in the summ er. 
It was said that this would probably be installed by 
November , or , at any rate, in plenty of time for the next 
spring and summer . It may a lready have arrived, but, if 
not, I hope that it will com e i n time to be in use this spring . 
The original plans on this point were a mistake. However, 
the matt er can easil y be corrected. 

Sincerely yours , 

DM:MMM Deane Montgomery 

Enc. 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
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M r. Minot C . Morgan 
Fuld Hall 

Dear M ike : 

April 21, 1966 

I thought it might be h elpful to write down the point 
I discussed this morning and which I hav e also dis cussed 
in the past. 

It would be very desirable to avoi d operating a boiler 
in Fuld Hall dur ing the swr.mer because the r esultant noise 
and hed.t makes fo1: some discomfort in my office and the 
other offices which are directly above the boiler i·oom. The 
heat from the boiler is used to control the temperature in 
the library, and to warm it when the air conditioning has 
made it too cool. It seems to me thcit in the summer the 
amount of heat needed for this , if any, is quite smc..11 and 
that it would be pos sible to supply this amount of heat with 
so1ne kind of a gas or electric device in the basen1cnt of 
the library. Obviously there would b e an initial expense, 
but in the long run such a system might be more economical 
to operate and it would keep several of us more comfortable 
in the summer months. 

Sincerely yours, 

DM:MMM Deane M ontgomery 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON , NEW JERSEY 08540 

March 16, 1966 

Professor Carl Kaysen 
20 Avon Hill Street 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02140 

D ear Kaysen: 

I shall look forward to seeing you in 
my office at 2:30 p. m . on March twenty- fifth. 
I enclose an obituary of Professor Veblen 
because i t contains a few scraps of informa 
tion about the development of the Institute , 
whi ch might possi b l y be of some slight 
i nterest to you. 

Sincerely yours , 

DM:MMM Deane Mont gomery 

Enc . 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

February 12, 1965 

Dear Robert: 

I believe it would be desirable for letters of 
appointment to go out rather quickly. Questions of 
housing and office space are separate. These 
que stions can be and usually are set tled later in any 
cas e . 

Sincerely y ours, 

DM:MMM Deane Montgome ry 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

April 8, 1964 

Dea r Robert: 

Apparently some consideration is being given to using 
the present main reading room of the Library as a second tea 
room. To use the room in this way would not be v e r y sensible 
for a number of reasons. There is no n eed for a s econd tea 
room. Moreover , converting thi s c urrently very useful room 
to a second tea room would, indirectly, deprive us of office 
space, and office space i s urgently n eeded. 

At present most of the wall space of the r oom is used 
for mathematics books, and the floor space is used as a 
r eading room. I t would be b e s t to continue using the roo m in 
this way. There a r e a few current periodical s of broad 
inte r est i n the r oom, and these could continue the re or be 
inc reased if it i s felt desirabl e, so that the room could 
s imultaneously b e of some use to everyone as it is now. If 
the room is to have some general use o ther than at present, 
then I believe this should be di scussed by the Faculty, and 
that t his should be true of any major changes in the general 
us e of the grounds or buildings . 

DM:MMM 

cc: Dr. Judith Sachs 
Prof. Atle S e lbe r g 

Sincerely yours, 

D eane Montgomery 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



The enclosed obituary will appear in the BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN 
MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY. 
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Oswald Veblen 

by Deane Montgomery 

Professor Oswald Veblen die d at his summer home in Brooklin, 

Maine , on August 10, 1960. H e was survived by his wife, Elizabeth 

Richardson Veblen, and by four sisters and one brother. H e was born 

in Decorah, Iowa, on June 24, 1880 , and was the oldest of a family of 

eight children , four girls and four boys. 

He was one of the most influential mathematicians of this century, 

partly through his contributions to the subject and partly through the effect 

of his remarkabl e judgment and force of character. He had an unfailing 

belief in high standards and was prepared to stand for them irrespective 

of his own comfort or convenience. He contributed in a decisive way not 

only to excellence in mathematics but to excellence in American scholar

ship in general. H e was one of those ma inly responsible for carrying 

Princeton forward from a slender start to a major mathematics center . 

There can be but very few who play such a large part in the development 

of American and world mathematics. 

Shortly after his death the faculty and trustees of the Institute for 

Advanced St udy joine d in writing of him as follows: 

"We are acutely conscious of the loss t o the Institute 
and to the world of l earning of a major figure. 

"Oswald Veblen was of gr eat influence in developing 
the Institute as a center for postdoctoral research, but this 
was only a part of a career e xtending back for half a century 
to the tim e when scholarly work was in its infancy in Princeton 
and the Unite d States . His effect on mathematics , transcending 
the Princeton community and the country as a whole, will be 
f elt for decades to come; but his interest and influence went 
far b eyond his own fi eld and h e was a powerful force in estab
lishing the highest academic standards in general. 

11H e loved simplicity and disliked sham. H e placed the 
standing of the Institute ahead of his p ersonal convenience. He 
possessed the art of friendship , and his assistance was decisive 
for the careers of doz ens of men. His helping hand is remembered 
with gratitude in many academic communities all over the world. 
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"We are grateful for his great strength and courage, 
for his unusual wisdom, for his unflinching integrity and 
honesty, for his uncompromising ideals, and, not least, 
for his generous friendship. " 

In 1955 on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding 

of the Institute Mr. Herbert Maass, then Chairman of the Board of 

Trustees, stated, " ... we were the fortunate beneficiaries of the services 

of Professor Oswald Veblen, formerly of Princeton University, who aided 

greatly in the establishment of the School of Mathematics and who ever 

since has been a tower of strength in maintaining the high standards 

originally set for the Institute. " 

Although Veblen had far more friends and admirers than most men, 

it was of course inevitable that there was occasional friction with those who 

either did not understand or who found it expedient not to follow his shining 

academic ideals. Anyone familiar with the academic scene knows that the 

pressures against qua! ity are formidable, and that the battle for excellence 

has no end. Excuses for weakness and pettiness in academic matters are 

so familiar as to be trite and are usually presented under the pretense of 

one or a n other noble motive, but for Veblen there did not exist a valid 

excuse for a choice of anything but the best. 

Veblen was a grandson of Thomas Anderson Veblen and Kari 

Thorsteinsdatter Bunde Veblen who moved in 1847 from Valdres, Norway, 

to Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, on the western shore of Lake Michigan, 

just north of Milwaukee. (Wisconsin became a state in 1848.) They lived 

here and in the nearby counties of Sheboygan and Manitowoc until they 

moved in 1865 to a farm in R ice County, Minnesota, about fifty miles 

south of Minneapolis. They had twelve children, and the family lived 

under the rugged pioneer conditions of the Northwest at that time. One 

of their children was Thorstein Bunde Veblen (1857-1929) who became a 

distinguished economist and social theorist. Another of the ir children 

was Andrew Anderson Veblen (1848-1932). In 1877 Andrew Veblen 
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married Kirsti Hougen {1851-1908) and to them Oswald Veblen was born 

in 1880. Kirsti Hougen emigrated in 1856 from Hall i ngdal, Norway, to 

a farm in Western Goodhue County, Minnesota. The Houge n and Veblen 

families lived on farms not far apart in the vicinity of Nerstrand, 

Minnesota. In this area Norwegian settlers were in an overwhelming 

majority and even now Norweg ian is often spoken when neighbors meet. 

At the time Oswald Veblen was born, his father was teaching 

mathematics and English at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. The 

father did graduate work at Johns Hopkms from 1881 to 1883 and in 1883 

moved with his family to Iowa City, Iowa, and began teaching mathematics 

and physics at the State University of Iowa. It was in Iowa City that 

Oswald Veblen received his grade school and high school education m 

the public schools and where he was graduated B. A. in 1898 at the 

University. As a student he won a prize in mathematics and another 

in sharpshooting. During these early years he took a trip by boat down 

the Iowa and Mississippi rivers and he often spoke of this trip with 

pleasure. The year following his graduation he stayed on at the University 

as an assistant in physics and conducted some of his father 1 s courses 

when his father was ill with typhoid fever. Immediately after this year 

he went to Harvard where he was graduated with a second B. A. in 1900. 

He went to Chi.cage in 1900 to begin his graduate work and at this 

time Thorstein Veblen was an assis tant professor of political science 

there. At Chicago he took courses in mathematics from Balza, Maschke, 

and E. H. Moore, and he also took a course in philosophy from John Dewey. 

He received his Ph.D. in 1903 with a thesis on the foundations of geometry 

written under E. H. Moore . He continued at Chicago for two more years 

as an associate in mathematics. The University of Chicago had opened 

in 1890 and quickly assembled a strong faculty in mathematics. It was 

at about this time that it first became possible to obtain good graduate 

training in mathematics m the United States; before thts period it had been 
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necessary for Americans to travel to Europe for advanced work in 

mathematics. Some of the other mathematics students at Chicago at 

about this time were B irkhoff, Lennes, and R. L. Moore. Birkhoff 

took his Ph.D. at Chicago in 1907. R . L . Moore received his Ph.D. 

under Veblen in 1905. B irkhoff and Moore later taught for a time at 

Princeton when Veblen was there. 

Veblen was brought to Princeton University in 1905 by the then 

President of the University Woodrow Wilson and by Dean H enry Burchard 

Fine as one of the new "preceptor guys"; these were b eing added to in

crease the academic strength of Princeton. He was promoted to full 

professor in 1910 and Henry Burchard Fine Professor in 1926. In 1932 

he was appointed a professor at the Institute for Advanced Study which 

had just been founded and located in Pr inceton. He kept his professor

ship at the Institute until he was made emeritus in 1950. After that he 

continued his constructive interest in mathematics and the Institute 

through contact with his colleagues and through his pas it ion as a 

trustee of the Institute. 

His contributions to Princeton University and to the Institute 

like those to the academic scene in general were enormous. He was one 

of the main forces in building the University mathematics department. 

Some of his own students who were added to the University faculty were 

J. W. Alexander, A. Church , and T. Y. Thomas. He played an im

portant part in the appointment of L efschetz and other distinguished men, 

and in the building of Fine Hall , the mathematics building at the University 

donated by the Jone s family. At the Ins titute he was largely responsible 

for the selection of its early mathematics faculty which, in addition to 

himself, contained Alexander, Einstein, Mors e, van Neumann, and Weyl. 

Moreover, he was largely responsible for determining the Institute 

policy of concentrating on postdoctoral work, his ideas on the subject 

having taken form by his experiences at the University. He was 
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a trustee of the Institute from its early days until his death (for his 

last few years he was an honorary trustee). He played a large part in 

arranging the purchase by the Institute of the tract of land it now 

occupies. 

It was at his suggestion that the National R esearch Council 

started granting postdoctoral fellowships in mathematics in 1924. 

This suggestion has had a great influence on the careers of scores of 

young men. The committee of selection for many years consisted of 

Birkhoff, Bliss , and Veblen. Funds for fellowships of this kind now 

come from the National Science Foundat ion. This suggestion of his 

was typical of his constant helpfulness and encouragement to others, 

especially to young men and to the talented wherever found. His 

work on the committee for selecting fellows was done conscientiously 

and thoroughly. His file contains a carbon copy of a three-page letter 

written to the other committee members shortly before one of their 

annual meetings. His letter mentions that he had spent three full 

days studying the applications, that he had written to many colleagues 

in this country and abroad for thei.r advtce on many of the applicants, 

and that he had consulted about the matter with several people in 

Princeton. He went on to make a preliminary ordering with a few 

comments on his estimate of each of the candidates. It is clear 

that the decisions of the committee were not made in a casual 

manner. His ability to detect talent was well known, and it was 

evidently based in part on a thorough search. 

In the years immediately after Hitler's rise to power Veblen 

was a central figure in helping to relocate many distinguished foreign 

mathematicians in the United States. H is help was mainly on a 

p ersonal basis, but partly as a member of committees. His files 

contain a large correspondence on this subject with men from all 

parts of this country and many countries abroad. There are 
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numerous letters to and from Harold Bohr and G. H . Hardy, both of 

whom were active in this direction. Years later he occasionally 

received words of thanks from men he had forgotten he had helped. 

Subsequently h e was influential in founding Mathematical R eviews 

and devoted a great deal of energy in this direction. 

Veblen was a great admirer of England and continental Europe. 

At the same time he was an equally great admirer of all that was good 

in the American tradition and was often quick to comment on American 

achievements. 

In writing obituaries of Dean Fine of Princeton and G. D . Birkhoff 

of Harvard he revealed something of htmself, and many of the things he 

said of them could well be said of him. His comment on an address by 

Birkhoff was as follows: 

"Among the unconscious revelations of the address 
on 'Fifty years of American mathematics, ' one of the 
most vivid is that of the depth and sincerity of Birkhoff' s 
devotion to t he cause of mathematics, and particularly of 
1 American mathematics. ' This, along with his devot ion 
to Harvard, was always a primary motive. It may be 
added that a sort of religious devotion to American mathe
matics as a 'cause' was characteristic of a good many of 
his predecessors and contemporaries. 11 

His opening remarks in his obituary of Dean Fine are given below: 

" Dean Fine was one of the group of men who carried 
American mathematics forward from a state of approximate 
nullity to one verging on parity with the European nations. 
It already requires an effort of the imagination to realize 
the difficulties with which the men of his generation had to 
contend, the lack of e ncourage ment, the lack of guidance, 
the lack of knowledge both of the problems and of the con
temporary state of science, the overwhelming urge of 
environment in all other directions than the scientific one. 
But by comparing the present average state of affairs in 
this country with what can be seen in the most advanced 
parts of the world, and extrapolating backwards, we may 
reconstruct a picture which wUl help us to appreciate 
their qualities and achievements. 11 
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In 1928-29 Veblen was an exchange professor at Oxford and in 

1932 lectured at GBttingen, Berlin, and Hamburg. H e and his wife 

traveled to Europe frequently. 

He was president of the American Mathematical Soc iety during 

1923-24. At this time the Society was in a £inane ial crisis and Veblen 

was very effective in helping to me.et th1s crisis and to establish an 

endowment fund. H e was president of the International Congress held 

at Harvard in 1950. This honor touched him very deeply and he 

evidently took it to be, as it was, a recognit10n of the tremendous effort 

and devotion he had given to mathematics and scholarship. His bri ef 

remarks in opening the congress are well worth reading for their wisdom 

and insight. He received honorary degrees from Oslo , Oxford, Hamburg, 

Chicago, Princeton , Edinburgh, and Glasgow. He was an honorary 

member or fellow of learned societ1es in the United States as well as a 

number abroad including D enmark, England, F rance, Ireland, Italy, 

Peru, Poland, and Scotland. 

Veblen married E lizabeth Richardson of D ewsbury, Yorkshire, 

England , in 1908. They met when she was visiting her brother, Owen 

Richardson , who was t F: aching physics at P:!."'mceton at that time. Later 

Owen Richardson was a professor at King ' s College , London University, 

and was awarded a Nobel Prize. Veblen was related by marriage to 

another Nobel Prize winner, Clinton Joseph Dav i sson, the husband of 

Mrs. Veblen; s sist er Charlotte R ichardson. 

During the first world war \-eblen was a captain and later a 

major in charge of range fir mg and ballistic work at a Proving Ground. 

In the second world war he helpe d build up a research team at Aberdeen 

for work on ballistics. 

In the last few years of his life he was partially blind although he 

retained some peripheral. vis ion. H e grew mte-rested in developing 

devices to help himself and others with a similar affliction to read. One 
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of these devices was put into production by the American Foundation for 

the Blind. Toward the end of his life he suffered from a strained heart 

and this finally caused his death. Although these illnesses were dis

couraging, he remained cheerful and maintained his usual interests and 

activities on only a slightly reduced scale. His mind and judgment con

tinued to be unusually keen and penetrating, and his conversation was 

as rewarding as ever. 

One of his hobbies was photography and another was a layman 1 s 

interest in archaeology. Through all of his life he was fond of woods 

and the outdoors. He and Mrs. Veblen gave a tract of 80 acres to 

Mercer County, New Jersey, which is called the Herrontown Arboretum 

and which is intended to provide for walks in a natural wooded section of 

New Jersey. 

Veblen was unusually helpful to other mathematicians and throughout 

his life he took a special interest in young mathematicians. He and his wife 

were generous with hospitality. Most of the mathematicians and a great 

many other academic people visiting Princeton during several decades 

were guests either in their Battle Road home or, in later years, in 

their home on Herrontown Road. 

In spite of his great efforts on behalf of mathematics and scholar

ship , his own direct contributions were solid and very substantial. One 

of his earliest papers [2] was on the Heine-Borel theorem. In it he 

observed that this theorem could be used instead of the pinching process 

in the proof of some of the theorems on limits and continuity in analysis. 

This observation was exploited in the book INTRODUCTION TO 

INFINITESIMAL ANALYSIS, FUNCTIONS OF ONE REAL VARIABLE (15] 

which he wrote with N. J. Lennes, a book which was quite influential in 

introducing students to rigorous proofs of the theorems of advanced 

calculus and elementary real function theory. This subject in this 

country was a rather new one at the time. 
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His thesis [5] on the foundations of geometry was the b eginning of 

his first major interest in mathematics. M ore than that it remained in

fluential in most of his interests throughout his life for almost all of his 

work was connected with geometry, and in all of it he was greatly con

cerned with precis ion and completeness. He had the ability to see the 

foundations in a clear and relevant way without wandering into ramifica

tions beyond the requirements of mathematics. His th es is contains a 

footnote thanking his director E. H. Moore and also thanking N. J. Lennes 

and R. L. Moore for critically reading parts of the manuscript. His 

axioms were stated in terms of points and order. There were 12 axioms 

which were proved to b e independent and categorical. His thesis led on 

to a number of papers over the next several years on such related sub

jects as finite projective geometries and axioms for projective geometry. 

P erhaps this dir ection of his interest may be said to have culminated in 

the two volumes of PROJECTIVE GEOMETRY of which volume I was 

written with J. W. Young. Formally Young is also a joint author of 

volume II, but he, in r eality, was unable to participate in the writing 

because of his other duties. These two books were w idely read. 

Veblen was a firm believer in the abstract approach to mathe 

matics. In his work on geometry he attempted (and in the preface to 

the second volume of PROJECTIVE GEOMETRY enjoined others) to 

"not merely prove every theorem rigorously but to prove it in such 

a fashion as to show in which spaces it is true and to which geometries 

it belongs" . The two volumes on PROJECTIVE GEOMETRY carry 

out this program in admirable fashion. 11All the theorems of volume 

I are valid, not alone in the ordinary real and the ordinary complex 

projective spaces, but also in the ordinary rational space and in the 

finite spaces. 11 Moreover the list of assumptions under which each 

theorem is tru e is stated, and from this the relation between pro

jective geometry and algebraic structure may be discerned. 
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Along with his interest in the foundations of geometry he de

veloped an interest in algebraic topology , or analysis situs as it was 

then called and by 1912 was writing papers on t his subject. At the time 

it was not widely pursued and it was interesting to hear Veblen's 

comments on the feelings of the men striking out in this comparatively 

new field. Veblen's work was of much greater influence in encouraging 

others in this direction than is generally realized today. His papers 

and his Colloquium lectures on the subject were influential over many 

years. These Colloquium lectures were delivered at Cambridge in 

1916 and were published in 1922. For many years they remained the 

best introduction to the subject. 

Gradually he became more interested in differential geometry. 

From 1922 onward most of his papers were in this area and in its 

connections with relativity. In addition to his papers he wrote thr ee 

short books on this subject, one of them in collaboration with 

J. H. C . Whitehead. Throughout all of h i s work h e insisted on clarity. 

It was this trait which helped put algebraic topology on a firm founda

tion, for although the subject had already received brilliant contribu

tions from Po incare and others, some of its tools and concepts 

remained somewhat vague. H i s work on axioms for differentiable 

manifolds and differential geometry contributed directly to the field 

and helped to create the setting for the lively developments to come. 

In fact some of the concepts to come can be found in these books. 

A great deal of his effort for the last several years of his scientific 

career was spent on spinors. Much of this has n ever appeared, 

partly perhaps because of his insistence on clarity and precision. 

Veblen remained rather youthful in his point of view to the end, 

and he was often amused by the comments of younger but aging men to 

the effect that the great period for this or that was gone forever. He 

did not believe it . Possibly part of his youthful att itude came from his 
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interest in youth; he was firmly convinced that a great part of the mathe

matical lifeblood of the Institute was in the flow of young mathematicians 

through it. He felt too that the main justification for the Institute was in 

whatever impact it had on the academic scene, especially the American 

academic scene. 
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OSWALD VEBLEN 

BY DEANE MONTGOMERY 

Professor Oswald Veblen died at his summer home in Brooklin, 
Maine, on August 10, 1960. He was survived by his wife, Elizabeth 
Richardson Veblen, and by four sisters and one brother. He was born 
in Decorah, Iowa, on June 24, 1880, and was the oldest of a family 
of eight children, four girls and four boys. 

He was one of the most influential mathematicians of this century, 
partly through his contributions to the subject and partly through 
the effect of his remarkable judgment and force of character. He had 
an unfailing belief in high standards and was prepared to stand for 
them irrespective of his own comfort or convenience. He contributed 
in a decisive way not only to excellence in mathematics but to excel
lence in American scholarship in general. He was one of those mainly 
responsible for carrying Princeton forward from a slender start to a 
major mathematics center. There can be but very few who play such 
a large part in the development of American and world mathematics. 

Shortly after his death the faculty and trustees of the Institute for 
Advanced Study joined in writing of him as follows: 

"We are acutely conscious of the loss to the Institute and to the 
world of learning of a major figure. 

"Oswald Veblen was of great influence in developing the Institute 
as a center for postdoctoral research, but this was only a part of a 
career extending back for half a century to the time when scholarly 
work was in its infancy in Princeton and the United States. His 
effect on mathematics, transcending the Princeton community and 
the country as a whole, will be felt for decades to come; but his 
interest and influence went far beyond his own field and he was a 
powerful force in establishing the highest academic standards in 
general. 

"He loved simplicity and disliked sham. He placed the standing 
of the Institute ahead of his personal convenience. He possessed the 
art of friendship, and his assistance '"'as decisive for the careers 
of dozens of men. His helping hanc~ is :- _;nembered with gratitude 
in many academic communities all over the world. 

"We are grateful for his great strength and courage, for his un
usual wisdom, for his unflinching integrity and honesty, for his 
uncompromising ideals, and, not least, for his generous friendship." 

Received by the editors October 6, 1962. 
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In 1955 on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
founding of the Institute, Mr. Herbert Maass, then Cha"irman of the 
Board of Trustees, stated, " ... we were the fortunate beneficiaries 
of the services of Professor Oswald Veblen, formerly of Princeton 
University, who aided greatly in the establishment of the School of 
Mathematics and who ever since has been a tower of strength in 
maintaining the high standards originally set for the Institute." 

Although Veblen had far more friends and admirers than most men, 
it was of course inevitable that there was occasional friction with 
those who either did not understand or who found it expedient not to 
follow his shining academic ideals. Anyone familiar with the academic 
scene knows that the pressures against quality are formidable, 
and that the battle for excellence has no end. Excuses for weakness 
and pettiness in academic matters are so familiar as to be trite and 
are usually presented under the pretense of one or another noble 
motive, but for Veblen there did not exist a valid excuse for a choice 
of anything but the best. 

Veblen was a grandson of Thomas Anderson Veblen and Kari 
Thorsteinsdatter Bunde Veblen who moved in 1847 from Valdres, 
Norway, to Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, on the western shore of Lake 
Michigan, just north of l\1ilwaukee. (Wisconsin became a state in 
1848.) They lived here and in the nearby counties of Sheboygan and 
l\1anitowoc until they moved in 1865 to a farm in Rice County, 
Minnesota, about fifty miles south of Minneapolis. They had twelve 
children, and the family lived under the rugged pioneer conditions of 
the Northwest at that time. One of their children was Thorstein 
Bunde Veblen (1857-1929) who became a distinguished economist 
and social theorist. Another of their children was Andrew Anderson 
Veblen (1848-1932). In 1877 Andrew Veblen married Kirsti Hougen 
(1851-1908) and to them Oswald Veblen was born in 1880. Kirsti 
Hougen emigrated in 1856 from Hallingdal, Norway, to a farm in 
Western Goodhue County, l\!Iinnesota. The Hougen and Veblen fam
ilies lived on farms not far apart in the vicinity of Nerstrand, Minne
sota. In this area Norwegian settlers were in an overwhelming major
ity and even now Norwegian is often spoken when neighbors meet. 

At the time Oswald Veblen was born, his father was teaching 
mathematics and English at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. The 
father did graduate work at Johns Hopkins from 1881 to 1883 and 
in 1883 moved with his family to Iowa City, Iowa, and began teach
ing mathematics and physics at the State University of Iowa. It was 
in Iowa City that Oswald Veblen received his grade school and high 
school education in the public schools and where he graduated with a 
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B.A. degree in 1898 at the University. As a student he won a prize 
in mathematics and another in sharpshooting. During these early 
years he took a trip by boat down the Iowa and l\!Iississippi rivers and 
he often spoke of this trip with pleasure. The year following his gradu
ation he stayed on at the University as an assistant in physics and 
conducted some of his father's courses when his father was ill with 
typhoid fever. Immediately after this year he went to Harvard where 
he graduated with a second B.A. degree in 1900. 

He went to Chicago in 1900 to begin his graduate work and at this 
time Thorstein Veblen was an assistant professor of political science 
there. At Chicago he took courses in mathematics from Bolza, 
Maschke, and E. H. l\1oore, and he also took a course in philosophy 
from John Dewey. He received his Ph.D. in 1903 with a thesis on the 
foundations of geometry written under E. H. l\1oore. He continued 
at Chicago for two more years as an associate in mathematics. The 
University of Chicago had opened in 1890 and quickly assembled a 
strong faculty in mathematics. It was about this time that it first 
became possible to obtain good graduate training in mathematics in 
the United States; before this period it had been necessary for Ameri
cans to travel to Europe for advanced work in mathematics. Some of 
the other mathematics students at Chicago at about this time were 
Birkhoff, Lennes, and R. L. Moore. Birkhoff took his Ph.D. at Chicago 
in 1907. R. L. Moore received his Ph.D. under Veblen in 1905. 
Birkhoff and Moore later taught for a time at Princeton when Veblen 
was there. 

Veblen was brought to Princeton University in 1905 by the then 
President of the University, Woodrow Wilson and by Dean Henry 
Burchard Fine, as one of the new "preceptor guys"; these were being 
added to increase the academic strength of Princeton. He was pro
moted to full professor in 1910 and Henry Burchard Fine Professor in 
1926. In 1932 he was appointed a professor at the Institute for Ad
vanced Study which had just been founded and located in Princeton. 
He kept his professorship at the Institute until he was made emeritus 
in 1950. After that he continued his constructive interest in mathe
matics and the Institute through contact with his colleagues and 
through his position as a trustee of the Institute. 

His contributions to Princeton University and to the Institute like 
those to the academic scene in general were enormous. He was one 
of the main forces in building the University mathematics depart
ment. Some of his own students who were added to the University 
faculty were J. W. Alexander, A. Church, and T. Y. Thomas. He 
played an important part in the appointment of Lefschetz and other 
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distinguished men, and in the building of Fine Hall, the mathematics 
building at the University donated by the Jones family. At the Insti
tute he was largely responsible for the selection of its early mathe
matics faculty, which, in addition to himself, contained Alexander, 
Einstein, Morse, von Neumann, and Weyl. Moreover, he was largely 
responsible for determining the Institute's policy of concentrating on 
postdoctoral work, his ideas on the subject having taken form by his 
experiences at the University . He was a trustee of the Institute from 
its early days until his death (for his last few years he was an hon
orary trustee). He played a large part in arranging the purchase by 
the Institute of the tract of land it now occupies. 

It was at his suggestion that the National Research Council started 
granting postdoctoral fellowships in mathematics in 1924. This sug
gestion has had a great influence on the careers of scores of young 
men . The committee of selection for many years consisted of Birk
hoff, Bliss, and Veblen. Funds for fellowships of this kind now come 
from the National Science Foundation. This suggestion of his was 
typical of his constant helpfulness and encouragement to others, espe
cially to young men and to the talented wherever found. His work on 
the committee for selecting fellows was done conscientiously and thor
oughly. His file contains a carbon copy of a three-page letter written 
to the other committee members shortly before one of their annual 
meetings. His letter mentions that he had spent three full days study
ing the applications, that he had written to many colleagues in this 
country and abroad for their advice on many of the applicants, and 
that he had consulted a bout the matter with several people in Prince
ton. He went on to make a preliminary ordering with a few comments 
on his estimate of each of the candidates. It is clear that the decisions 
of the committee were not made in a casual manner. His ability to 
detect talent was well known, and it was evidently based in part on a 
thorough search. 

In the years immediately a fter Hitler's rise to power Veblen was 
a central figure in helping to relocate many distinguished foreign 
mathematicians in the United States. His help was mainly on a per
sonal basis, but partly as a member of committees. His files contain 
a large correspondence on this subject with men from all parts of this 
country and many countries abroad. There are numerous letters to 
and from Harold Bohr and G. H. Hardy, both of whom were active 
in this direction. Years later he occasionally received words of thanks 
from men he had forgotten he had helped. Subsequently he was 
influential in founding l\lathematical Reviews and devoted a great 
deal of energy in this direction. 
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Veblen was a great admirer of England and continental Europe. 
At the same time he was an equally great admirer of all that was 
good in the American tradition and was often quick to comment on 
American achievements. 

In writing obituaries of Dean Fine of Princeton and G. D. Birkhoff 
of Harvard he revealed something of himself, and many of the things 
he said of them could well be said of him. His comment on an address 
by Birkhoff was as follows: 

"Among the unconscious revelations of the address on 'Fifty 
years of American mathematics,' one of the most vivid is that of 
the depth and sincerity of Birkhoff's devotion to the cause of 
mathematics, and particularly of 'American mathematics.' This, 
along with his devotion to Harvard, was always a primary motive. 
It may be added that a sort of religious devotion to American 
mathematics as a 'cause' was characteristic of a good many of his 
predecessors and contemporaries." 

His opening remarks in his obituary of Dean Fine are given below: 

"Dean Fine was one of the group of men who carried American 
mathematics forward from a state of approximate nullity to one 
verging on parity with the European nations. It already requires 
an effort of the imagination to realize the difficulties with which 
the men of his generation had to contend, the lack of encourage
ment, the lack of guidance, the lack of knowledge both of the 
problems and of the contemporary state of science, the over
whelming urge of environment in all other directions than the 
scientific one. But by comparing the present average state of 
affairs in this country with what can be seen in the most advanced 
parts of the world, and extrapolating backwards, we may recon
struct a picture which will help us to appreciate their qualities and 
achievements." 

In 1928-1929 Veblen was an exchange professor at Oxford and in 
1932 lectured at Gottingen, Berlin, and Hamburg. He and his wife 
traveled to Europe frequently. 

He was president of the American :Mathematical Society during 
1923-1924. At this time the Society was in a financial crisis and Veblen 
was very effective in helping to meet this crisis and to establish an 
endowment fund. He was president of the International Congress held 
at Harvard in 1950. This honor touched him very deeply and he evi
dently took it to be, as it was, a recognition of the tremendous effort 
and devotion he had given to mathematics and scholarship. His brief 
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remarks in opening the congress are well worth reading for their wis
dom and insight. He received honorary degrees from Oslo, Oxford, 
Hamburg, Chicago, Princeton, Edinburgh, and Glasgow. He was an 
honorary member or fellow of learned societies in the United States 
as well as a number abroad including Denmark, England, France, 
Ireland , Italy, Peru, Poland, and Scotland. 

Veblen married Elizabeth Richardson of Dewsbury, Yorkshire, 
England, in 1908. They met when she was visiting her brother, Owen 
Richardson, who was teaching physics at Princeton at that time. 
Later Owen Richardson was a professor at King's College, London 
University, and was awarded a Nobel Prize. Veblen was related by 
marriage to another Nobel Prize winner, Clinton Joseph Davisson, 
the husband of Mrs. Veblen's sister, Charlotte Richardson. 

During the First World War Veblen was a captain and later a 
major in charge of range firing and ballistic work at a Proving 
Ground. In the Second World War he helped build up a research 
team at Aberdeen for work on ballistics. 

In the last few years of his life he was partially blind although he 
retained some peripheral vision. He grew interested in developing 
devices to help himself and others with a similar affliction to read. 
One of these devices was put into production by the American Foun
dation for the Blind. Toward the end of his life he suffered from a 
strained heart and this finally caused his death. Although these 
illnesses were discouraging, he remained cheerful and maintained his 
usual interests and activities on only a slightly reduced scale. His 
mind and judgment continued to be unusually keen and penetrating, 
and his conversation was as rewarding as ever. 

One of his hobbies was photography and another was a layman's 
interest in archaeology. Through all of his life he was fond of woods 
and the outdoors. He and Mrs. Veblen gave a tract of 80 acres to 
:Mercer County, New Jersey, which is called the Herrontown Arbor
etum and which is intended to provide for walks in a natural wooded 
section of New Jersey. 

Veblen was unusually helpful to other mathematicians, and 
throughout his life he took a special interest in young mathematicians. 
He and his wife were generous with ho~pitality. l\1ost of the mathe
maticians and a great many other academic people visiting Princeton 
during several decades were guests either in their Battle Road home 
or, in later years, in their home on Herrontown Road. 

In spite of his great efforts on behalf of mathematics and scholar
ship, his own direct contributions were solid and very substantial. 
One of his earliest papers [2] was on the Heine-Borel Theorem. In it 
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he observed that this theorem could be used instead of the pinching 
process in the proof of some of the theorems on limits and continuity 
in analysis. This observation was exploited in the book Introduction to 
infinitesimal analysis, functions of one real variable [ 15] which he 
wrote with N. J. Lennes, a book which was quite influential in intro
ducing students to rigorous proofs of the theorems of advanced cal
culus and elementary real function theory. This subject in this coun
try was a rather new one at the time. 

His thesis [5] on the foundations of geometry was the beginning of 
his first major interest in mathematics. More than that it remained 
influential in most of his interests throughout his life for almost all 
of his work was connected with geometry, and in all of it he was 
greatly concerned with precision and completeness. He had the ability 
to see the foundations in a clear and relevant way without wandering 
into ramifications beyond the requirements of mathematics. His thesis 
contains a footnote thanking his director E. H. l\1oore and also thank
ing N. J. Lenn es and R. L. Moore for critically reading parts of the 
manuscript. His axioms were stated in terms of points and order. 
There were 12 axioms which were proved to be independent and 
categorical. His thesis led on to a number of papers over the next sev
eral years on such related subjects as finite projective geometries and 
axioms for projective geometry. Perhaps this direction of his interest 
may be said to have culminated in the two volumes of Projective 
geometry of which Volume I was written with J. W . Young. Formally, 
Young is also a joint author of Volume II, but he, in reality, was un
able to participate in the writing because of his other duties. These 
two books were widely read. 

Veblen was a firm believer in the abstract approach to mathe
matics. In his work on geometry he attempted (and in the preface to 
the second volume of Projective geometry enjoined others) to "not 
merely prove every theorem rigorously but to prove it in such a 
fashion as to show in which spaces it is true and to which geometries 
it belongs." The two volumes on Projective geometry carry out this 
program in admirable fashion. "All the theorems of Volume I are 
valid, not alone in the ordinary real and the ordinary complex projec
tive spaces, but also in the ordinary rational space and in the finite 
spaces." l\1oreover the list of assumptions under which each theorem 
is true is stated, and from this the relation between projective 
geometry and algebraic structure may be discerned. 

Along with his interest in the foundations of geometry he developed 
an interest in algebraic topology, or analysis situs as it was then called 
and by 1912 was writing papers on this subject. At the time it was 

•' 
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not widely pursued and it was interesting to hear Veblen's comments 
on the feelings of the men striking out in this comparatively new field. 
Veblen's work was of much greater influence in encouraging others 
in this direction than is generally realized today. His papers and his 
Colloquium lectures on the subject were influential over many years. 
These Colloquium lectures were delivered at Cambridge in 1916 and 
were published in 1922. For many years they remained the best intro
duction to the subject. 

Gradually he became more interested in differential geometry. 
From 1922 onward most of his papers were in this area and in its con
nections with relativity. In addition to his papers he wrote three 
short books on this subject, one of them in collaboration with J. H. C. 
Whitehead. Throughout all of his work he insisted on clarity. It was 
this trait which helped put algebraic topology on a firm foundation, 
for although the subject had already received brilliant contributions 
from Poincare and others, some of its tools and concepts remained 
somewhat vague. His work on axioms for differentiable manifolds 
and differential geometry contributed directly to the field and helped 
to create the setting for the lively developments to come. In fact some 
of the concepts to come can be found in these books. A great deal of 
his effort for the last several years of his scientific career was spent on 
spinors. Much of this has never appeared, partly perhaps because of 
his insistence on clarity and precision. 

Veblen remained rather youthful in his point of view to the end, 
and he was often amused by the comments of younger but aging men 
to the effect that the great period for this or that was gone forever. 
He did not believe it. Possibly part of his youthful attitude came from 
his interest in youth; he was firmly convinced that a great part of 
the mathematical lifeblood of the Institute was in the flow of young 
mathematicians through it. He felt too that the main justification for 
the Institute was in whatever impact it had on the academic scene, 
especially the American academic scene. 
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February 16, 1962 

To: The Faculty 

From: Ao Bell!'l.L'rlg ,. A .. Borel, D. Montgo~ry, M. Morse, A. Selberg, A. Weil 

As far a.s any one of us can remember, we have been guided primarily 
by t he rule of always making the best choices we knew how to make from 
amor.g ml.!' f ellow-rnathemai; r:i ans . None of us has ever been aware of any 
3.greemem . or kadi t ion that could validly interfere with this cardinal 
principle o 

Nothing could be more fatal to us than any visible departure from 
it; it is largely because we have followed it consistently, and because 
this has been widely understood and acknowledged, that the Institute has 
achieved its unique position in the mathematical world. 

On the present occasion, we have been gratified to find that this 
~,..licy has led us to give recognition to the increasing stature of the 
.1J11erj"~"" -- ... 'h~ITL-:t.i. c-P, ~ "'hool, whic:P +lip Tn.stitute has in no small way 
helped to develop c 

We do not wish to dictate policy to other groups at the Institute. 
At the same time, we greatly fear that any attempt to interfere with this 
principle of ours , on grounds of expediency and appeasement, would have 
the most serious consequenceF for us and for the Institute as a whole . 

Professors Alf8ldi 
Cherniss 
Dyson 
G~del 
Kantorowicz 
Lee 
Meiss 
Meritt 
Oppenheimer 
Pai ~ 

Panofsky 
Str~mgr :-

Thompson 
Whitney 
Yang 
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June 13, 1962 

P-.:ofessor Deane Mo11tgom2ry 
The Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Deana: 

Dr . Oppenheimer hns nskod me to write you 
about your pension ar~angcmcntn . At the meeting of 
the Board of Trustcea held in Princeton on Ap~il 6 
and 7, the Board vot ed to increase faculty salaries 
to $25,000 and increase the minimm:l guaranteed pension 
through TIAA-CREF to $15 , 000 . 

The standard 5% cont~ibutlon by the professor 
catched by a 5% cont=ibution by tl.J? !notitute for the 
bal::mce of your tenure as an active professor uill not 
produce the aini.t:nnn guarantee, and ~he !nst!tute is 
thcrefo~e addinB $117 . 17 to the monthly paynents in 
your behalf to TIAA- CREF. 

You should knou also that the ... 4ajoi: Meci.ical 
contract with TIAA has been modified to reduce the 
deductible after Blue Cross from $200 to $100 . 

MCM: lu 

Cordially yours, 

Minot C. Morgan , Jr . 
General Uanager 
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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES-NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 

OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC PERSONNEL 
2101 CONSTITUTION AVENUE, N. W., WASHINGTON 2S, D. C. 

PeLLOWSHIP OPFICE 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer, Director 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Pri nceton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

April 10, 1962 

Thousands of unusually able young scientists in the United States 
are continuing their training at the graduate and postdoctoral levels 
through nationally supported fellowships . The National Academy of 
Sciences -Nati onal Research Council is privileged to participate in the 
evaluation of applications for fellowships supported by the National 
Science Foundation and other f ederal agencies as well as a number of 
private organizations. 

The role of the sc i entists who serve as members of evaluation 
panels and committees is of increasing importance as t he number of 
applications grows larger each year. During the present academic year 
more than 250 scholars from institutions in every part of the United 
States contributed t heir knowledge and experience in a critical appraisal 
of applications for fellowships designed to support gifted individuals 
for advanced scienti f i c training . Each of these scientists has received 
a letter of appr eciation for his servi ces. 

The participation of these distinguished scienti sts is made 
possible by the cooper ation of such institutions as yours in granting 
permission for the member of your staff named here t o assist in the 
fellowship sel ection . 

Deane Montgomer y School of Mathematics 

We wish t o thank you for your contribution to this national effor t 
and hope we may again invite scholars from your i nstitution to be a part 
of this operation which i s so important for the development of scientific 
leadership . 

Sincerely, 

Fellowships and 
Deputy Director, Office of 

Scientific Personnel 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

February 1, 1963 

Dear Ro be rt: 

In a recent conversation, one of our temporary 
members remarked that the Institute pays postage on 
outgoing mail for temporary members in physics but 
does not do so for temporary members in mathematics 
or history. A check indicates that his remark is 
accurate. Although the precise policy on postage is 
not very important, I believe it is important to have 
this policy uniformly applied, and that the same is 
true with other privileges of membership. 

Sincerely yours, 

DM:MMM Deane Montgomery 
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TO: Mise llcrlon and Miss Undcrwoor.1 

Dr. Oppenhellaer 

Professor Montgomery has called to '!1't.:J attention the fa.et 
tho.t !nutitute practic~ in p?"Ovid.ina post.age fOJ: lilcmbe!'G ' mail. 
iu i-&ther ~ly d.ti'f'erant :or physicists and ma.tbeinaticiar;.s . I 
!lave canf'i:r..ned the fact that the historians.• practice ie aimilo.r 
to thnt o-J: tJat hc;:n.aticitm.s . I believe th.at these ha.bitn go back 
to an early date, and tha.t 1·01· pnysicistcs they we.re tl.dopt.ed at 
n later Mli'l iess amrtere time. 

I would suegen that in general ve provide ix::staee for 
three categories or mail: 

L Scient-1f1e cnrrespor..d~n:-:e 

2 . Correspondence eonccrni.ng proi'essional colle-ilgu:cs and 
institutiona.1 vel.fai•e 

",3. Ar.y correspondence pre~ ror members by the 
secre-'"...arial sta.f'l o~ the Institute. 

Clearly there CAn be no absolute rules, and these zue;ge~tions 
~ for gui.dallce only. 

cc Proi'essor Montgomery 
Mrts . Barnett 
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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES-NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 

OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC PERSONNEL 
2101 CONSTITUTION AVENUE, N. W., WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

fl!LLOWS HIP OFFICE 

Dr . Robert Oppenheimer 
Director, The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer : 

April 10, 1961 

Nationally supported fellowship programs for the advanced education 
and training of unusually able young scienti sts are now an accepted part 
of education in the United States. These programs have grown larger 
continually and have assumed increasing :i.mportance in the selection and 
training of gifted individuals to and beyond the doctorate. As a part 
of its responsi bility to assist the government of the Unites States upon 
request, the National Academy of Sciences -National Research Council is 
pr ivileged to evaluate fellowship applicati ons in programs of the 
Nati onal Science Foundation . It also pr ocesses and evaluates applications 
in pr edoctor al and postdoctoral programs supported by many other 
organizations. 

Each of the many thousands of applications is critically evaluated 
by an NAS -NRC panel of carefully selected scholars from the scientific 
community of the United States . Since September 1, 1960, approximately 
250 scientists have assisted the Academy-Research Council in this signifi
cant operation . Among those who served from your institution was 
Deane Montgomery, Professor of Mathematics . 

We are well aware of the sacrifice made in giving permission for him 
to be absent for this purpose . We wish to thank you for the contribution 
to this national effort made by your institution through this distinguished 
sci entist . 

Each person who served on one of our committees or panels has recei ved 
a letter of apprec i ation for his service. We hope we shall be privileged 
again to invite scholars from your institution to participate in this work 
which is so important to the development of scientific l eadership. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Director of Fellowships and 
Deputy Director, Office of 

Scientific Personnel 
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Programs Associated with the Fellowship Office of the 
National Academy of Sciences-National Research Council 

National Science Foundation Graduate Fellowships 
National Science Foundation Cooperati ve Graduate Fellowships 
National Science Foundation Summer Fellowships for 

Graduate Teaching Assi stants 
National Science Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowships 

(2 programs a year) 
National Science Foundation Senior Postdoctoral Fellowships 
NATO Postdoctoral Fellowships in Science 
O.E.E.C . (Organization for European Economic Cooperation) 

Senior Visiting Fellowships 
American Chemical Society Petroleum Research Fund 

Postdoctoral Fellowships 
Senior Postdoctoral Fellowships in Physiological Psychology 

supported by the Carnegie Corporation of New Yor k 
Leeds and Northrup Foundation Predoctoral Fellowships 
NAS -NRC Postdoctoral Resear ch Fellowships supported by the 

Air Force Office of Scientific Research 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration Postdoctoral 
and Senior Postdoctoral Resident Research Associateships 

Visiting Scientists Research Associateships , 
Postdoctoral and Senior Postdoctoral, supported by 
U.S. Anny Quartermaster Research and Engineering Command 

and: 

Postdoctoral Resident Research Associateships, supported by: 

Agri culture Research Service 
Air Research and Development Command 
National Bureau of Standards 
Naval Ordnance Laboratory 
Naval Research Laboratory 
Naval Weapons Laboratory 
Navy Electronics Laboratory 
U.S. Army Biologi cal Warfare Laboratories 

April 1961 
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10 March 1961 

Dear Deanes 

Verna Hobson has told me about your 
stopping by to discuss what we do !'or retired 
professors. 'lhrougb no fault of hers, I find 
myself not entirely clear as to what you have 
in mind. I would be very glad to talk w1 th 
you about 1 t, and tell you what I know. The 
subject has a tangled history; but what we are 
doing now, I think, is not too hard to unier
stand. 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Professor Deane Montgomety 
The Institute for Advanced Stuey 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Prof . Montgomery stopped in. Said that for some time 
he had been meaning to express to you his feeling that 
it would be good if it could be assumed that whatever was 
done for a faculty member on his retirement, would be done 
for all. I said that the trustees had studied retirement 
provisions , and made special proVisions so that there was a 
uniform floor on pensions . He said he had not been thinking 
so much of that, as of other things that might be done, or 
had in the past been done 1 e. g . for Veblen, and wha tever had 
been done for Woodward. 

He br ings this up specifically i n view of the impending 
retirement of Panofsky and Morse . 

We did not make an appt.; he just asked me to gi ve you this 
message . 
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ll October 1960 

Dear Deane: 

'1'bank you for your good notes. 
I have told Caroline Underwood and Ruth 
Barnett of our plans for Veblen's office, 
aDi would think that you might wish to talk 
with Hrs. Veblen, when it ie easy for her 
and for you, about what she would like done. 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
The Inst.i tu te for Advanced Stud:.r 

( 
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6 October 1960 

Dear Deane: 

Per sane time now I have wanted to ask 
you whether you "R>uld like tD take over 
Veblen's office. It you do, I am sure 
that everyone will regard it as most 
fitting; if not, we may talk of al terna.ti ves 
when we et with your colleagues. 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Professor Deane 11ontgomer.r 
The Institute for .Advanced StudlY 

.. 
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March 19, 1958 

Dear Colleagues : 

I would be glad to give up my duties as a member of 
the Annals editor ial commit tee , and I am writing now to propose 
that My place be filled by A. Tleil at acy time convenient to 
him. He is leaving the American Journal and might be willing 
to serve on the Annals . 

DM: 1'1MM 

Beurl ing 

Borel 

Gadel 

Mor se 

Sal berg 

'\o.bitney 

Sincerel y, 

Deane Montgomery 

Appr ove Disapprove 

Please return to Miss Underwood. 

cc : R. Oppenheim.er 
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cc Mr. Morgan 

20 A pr 11 19.59 

Dear Professor tlontgom.ery: 

The '"'rusteea of the Institute, meeting on April 18th, 
have fixed your salary, and that of your colleagues, at 
' 22, 500 a year, startin& July 1, 1959. 

I an gla to tell you the good news. 

Very sincerely, 

Robert 0ppenheimer 

Professor D. 1ontgomery 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
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·11iE l!"\STITUTE l!OR AUV \NCED :51Uv 1 

SCHOOL OF MATHE\\A flCS 

PRI NCETON, NEW J ERSEY 

I , I 

Febr-.lal'y 27, l9SB 

Dr. Leon Co.1en 
N~ti~r..al tleience Foundati~n 
Washington 25 , D. c. 

tear Leon• 

I have just read the Chic go ropo~la and of course 
1 asree t h t award.inc grants tor long ~riods wl th a mi."lilnUJll o.r 
red pe is deair t>le . T!"t.e reserv tion bout recruiting is 
Quite extrene an:i I s~e no re on 7 , ~Y\ fev exce tion .1 
cases , fed.or l • ldtt tt!'.luldn ' t be usod to t a good mD.n in a 
ood environment. 

'r o resol utions f all to say a d.TI.d word for rt:ain
tainir.g a few . j ar canters , an ov reit-ht \i!l.ieh m y -•~t ba.ve 
heell intent.' l'l'Q 1 . At ny rate, ao :much s en said bout 
8p%'CacliTl(!' f llldS r ound unifoZ".!1.ly that it is vel l vO observe 
t hat to a.ot ex:cl sivel- · 1 t~us v y is el,.,y a;3air.st the 
best inter ;t or h tics. 'f'1ar 0 is :i re l need tor a faw 
central clea r i.r1"'" ouses of i\jo s , and l t'1oueh it i8 tantas
tieally ill.ficult to ere i& the , it uld be a t vial tter 
to destroy trel'1. 'eglect or tbe !lcti vo connivance of :tounda
t ior-.s tr.·,ld do this in a reaso1 ably short ti:Fle . Thore i~ every 
ra:i "-:>n to nc ur tro ronters 1 11d7 in exi ~tence , ror t.."le ncod 
for em is gre t ar. their repl.acenent dcmbtful . 

Sincerely yours , 

CCI A. T. l ter:aan 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Dr. Alan T. ate 
National ~ience Foundation 

sbington 2S, D. c. 

DGar teJWlt\t 

I hnvo I ad t ho Chicago i oposal :for ev Institute for ".dv need 
Stu in r.ath a tics, qntl since the ataw~~~u udes a rev inac urat-9 re-
mrks oout the In:i t · 'ttut.o here , 1 411 · ..c.a..~ ......... ~~tion t'tle~ . 

rticular 

Our mbors do not uswlllv h v of.fie s , but th y usually 
have orf'icoa of o kind and in thia spect e Ir.&Stitute !.s .ora fortunate 
now than fo rcy. Frivate orticas re highly desil ble but. not absolutf.'lly 
essential. In two visits s a 'Clbor I had no ottice whatever nd 
neverthelo s considered my visits ex 17 valuable . There v.is car'binl y 

re crowding i.'! the enrly days 'l~an nov. 

'nle Inst. tute here ~s re c ed t e int ""1e :furthor 
mmport is beco-in ur gent , and, or com se, I ho t t t is su rt :ill be 
round . The opinio i ely etd the!'l! t c rs that Princeton now 
hol the place in th t ics which m.s • 1 by oat tingen before Hitler , and 
i t i.!l t.he oal or all o us to intnin and st · en this s i ti on. 

Sincerely yours , 

Deane ant 

cca L. • Cohen 
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3 Jur.e 1957 

Dear ~fessor 'on~g<'1Dery: 

.·cu knCM, the Trustees of the Institute !or A. :meed Study have been 
considc:"".J.r.a tho adequa o! retirement and pml.BiOl'i ar-ar.gel!!cnts. both for 
tht.1 Facu!.t:1 - · for cthors who are in the enrploy of the !r"5titute. Their 
<loliberatior s havo led to same cr..antea in IX>liC"'.ft all cf w-hich should c 
favorol::lo fer tho en;pleyro, ar.d oans of uni.ch a!'foot :iOU. 

:!... Tho mandatory age fo.:- rs .. iret:ent for mc:.irbers or the Faculty has 
beer. o.dvs.J.ced to t.he June JOth follm;"ing tJ1eir 70th bir~·. 

2. For tho~c lli!O have c<:.!te to the Insti tut before !.r age of 55, t -
T. I.A.A. cont !"acte \..'i.11 provide a mir-.il!l'Um ru~\l.11 per.slot: after rer.iremc t at 
70 uhich, ~he suppl !'tcd. t:-.1 Socia:!. eeuri .y bene!'it!!, l>ill care to ¢10,000. 

J. T~ Irstitute will ask that n:erJbcrs of the Faculty co~tinuo to cor.
tr1bute ~:v~ per cent of t.he1r flalary- to T .I •• A. The Institute ~-21 r.etc!l 
th16 contrlhutior: ae it haa 1r. he ;ra.st, and will also make such addit:..or.al 
pcyr.: r:t as tr:ay 'e requirccl ur.der the T.I.A . '. cor.tract. Ir your case t e 
1.r:crease in annual. ~.yme •. ts do cy t?-.e Tr.stitute w51l be only a. t>~l1 

4. r. esti!i::ating your pensio at ¢10,000, Social r.ecurity benefits of 
about ¢2,300 pe::- year have been ir.cludcd. If, a!'ter retirc=:tent, you should 
in ~· caler.dnr ~-ear ea..'"'!' irore tr...:.n t1,zoo, you would ~ive {:4rt or Soc:uil 
Security p~ent.s. Thie coe~ no-t. apply to supplmentar.r ur.earr.ed incane. 
The~e p?'OV""...sions are ~ accord 1.f..1..th preser.t Federol ler;i"'lrtion and a~
rn1r.:.etrati7e r"..D.ings, wticl' ::-~, of course, oo ehar.gecl. 

5. The .Institute ·tl.11 slloea-te the Ita.Xil!:um that it may, which ~ .fifty 
per cent or the toto.l amroa1 contribution tmt you and the Institute ~ake 
toware your rct.ir~t, to College .Retirar.ent :.qu1ties Fl:li • This fur.cl hae 
beer..establiehed in order that beneficiaries may be pravided w1t.h a hedge 
against inflat ion, throus;h ir:veetment ir. ~uities lihose value an:l w"ht'ae in
CC?r.e have increased with the years in the p::m~, mxl are expected to ir.crease 
in tho i\!ture. The T!911Btee:!l a?"e ~rare cf the fact that benefits from C.R. . F . 
var-J as provided ir. C R E._. cc. t!"3cte. an.l are r.ot gun.ranteed as thoso ac
cru~ unde~ TI ••• ; but they believe that, ur..der the C ••• P.-T.I • • t.. 
arrar.g t, your total ret1:!"Clt9l'!t benefits are I"..ore likely to exceed ~10,000 
thar: to tall below th!.8 sum. 
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\:ithin the next n:onths you will receive a. new contract fran T.I.A.A. 
describing tho provi.sior.s urAior which your ret1rment benefits tii.-il.l bG 
a:a1d. ShouJ.a you have ~ questions about that contract or t!rl.s lotter, 
or th n:atters touched upon in it, please do r.ot t-.ositate to let l:::nor.-1. 

Professor D. 'ontgomory 
Inatitui::e for dvanced Study 

/ 

Vecy si."'lccrsly, 

Robert Oppenheimer 
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Copy to Mr. Morgan 

2d Octobe.;. .. 1955 

Dear P:cof'essor Moni;go::te:-:y: 

Th Board of Trustees of th9 Instit..it-e, m9et: •. ng on 
Octooor 27, l.J:,5, l.1£..iie z.athorize:C. -;ne to esurnlish n ~i.1 .gle 
wli.fom r.alary !"or all p1of ssors at the !DBtitute.. At the 
present ·timf: this sala1y is ~18,ruo a yes:r. : ther9fore 
b.e.ve the pleasure of m.ting to you that at tile begi.nn:.n.; 
of the next aoad..l>Jnic a.nd fiscal yts.r, on J ulJ 1, 1956, your --:> 
salary will b incroosad to this figure . T'ne provisio!l!3 cf 
your and our contributions to T. I.A .. A. will be correspo-dingly 
increased. 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
Inst:!. -&.ite for Advanced Study 

Faithl'ul:cy, 

Robert Oppenheimer 

x 
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vopy t o Mi ss Trint erud 

Dear Pro!'eseor Montgor::ierya 

At a r e gular iaeeting of the Board of Trustees of t :e 
Institute for J.dvanced Study on Apr:l 3, 1953, :t was votedt 

(1) To increase ~ur annual salary t o "14, 000 a year,<s 
effective July l ,' 1953, and to retain the usual provisions for 
contribution to TIAAJ 

( 2) To make avaj:lable to l'QU, as to all ne"1ber~ of 
the Faculty, 11 000 a year -as a fund for your protes~ional travel. 
This fund, ii' not re ~uired by you in t1!1Y one year, ~r accumulate, 
but vill not at arr:; time exceed 31 000. I t is t o be available t o 
you only for these nurposes, e..,d only as long as you az-e a .nher 
of the F"eulty of too InstituteJ 

(3) To alter the proviGlons for your retirement--ae 
f or all ma'!lber of the Faculty- in that retirement, llhieh has until 
now been mandatory as of the .Tune 3oth followin g your 6,!;t h Dirthda:,·, 
will now 'become optional uith j'OU fran your 6~th Birth~ on, and 
ill be !l'l.&ndatcry onl., as of the Jmi.e 3oth following your 68th 

Birthday. 

Professor Deane Montgomery 
Institute for 'dvanced ntooy 
Princeton, 11l • . r. 

Yours ~rincerely, 
~ 

Robert Oppenhe:ll:lcr 
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110: ' 
,/ DOMESTIC SERVICE \. J INTERNATIONAL SERVICE \.. 

Cr,r, k thecbssof serv1cedesired; Cb eek lbe clus of servioedesired ; 
c.therwise this message will be otber"ise lbis message will be 

sent :is n fullrnte telegram eent nt the full rnte 
WESTERN 1206 

FULL RATE SERIAL 
FULL LETIER 

TELEGRAM RATE TELEGRAM 

DAY NIGHT VICTORY Sl"ilP 
LETIER LETIER I' LETIER RADIOGRAM ~ 

UNION 
W . P. MARSHALL. PRESIDENT 

llO. '.'IDS.-CL. OF SVC. PO. OR COLL CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FILEO 

' 

Stnd thefollotnng masag~. subject to the tums on back h~reof. wluch are hu~by agreed 10 

P.WA673 PD=FAX WASHING'IDN DC 26 351 PME= 
DR J ROBERT OPPENHEIMER, DIREC'IOR INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED 
STODY= 
PRINCETON NJER= 

KURT GODEL AND DEANE M:ON'IDOMERY ELECTED TODAY 'ID 
M:EMBERSHIP IN THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES'f 

ALEXANDER WE'i.MORE HOME SECRETARY= 
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ME MORANDUM 

TO : The Director 

1-!inot C. Morgan, Jr . 

SUBJECT : Additional Mortgage - Prof .Montgomery12ATE: January 28, 1954 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer : 

I was recently approached by Professor Montgomery 
with regard to the possibility of an additional mortgage of $4, 000 
to $5, ooo to pay for the cost of putting an addition on his house. 
I wrote Mr . Leidesdorf and he gave his blessing to such an arrange
ment provided that it has your approval . 

Respectfully subn.itted, 

MCM:cu 
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CROSS REFEREUCE 

SEE: Leidesdorf , Samuel D. - Trustee 

Memo from :lli'. \ ' .F. Gerlach to ~r. Leidesdorf, dated February 27, 1951 

about pr ofessors ' mortgages. Also Mr. Leidesdorf 's letter to Dr. 

Oppenheimer dated February 26, 1951 concerning Professors Cherniss 

and Montgomery. 
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January 19: :951 
• 

It gives ::ie :.;rent plcnou..T'O kl in:om you tbllt on t..'ie 
llllo.ni:loUD vote of the rcculty e-11cl the Bc"'r<l or :-r.wto.os o! ti~e 
L"lstitute for Ad.vmccd Study ~'"OU hnvc bce..'1 a?;>ointed a .f>roi'ooaor 
:l'l t;.ic Sc2.col o:.."' :t2-!Jk1:::.:..ticc o ... tLc L"1::t... t<J.te. T::e V"="O of "JOU::: 

appoi:it.'ilent starts on July 1, 1951, !'-"ld co ... tln\!es w1til the o.gc 
of ::o·.: :-ctL-c:ient. tcco1'Cli.~ · t .:i p:·<?iient . a.cticcG, i· tiremnt 
"takeo o:'f cct on t.'10 30th of June> after you ha Yo po seed your 65th 
birthasy. Yo"J.r i.'l:;_tial scl.o.ry ·has been .fi·ccd at l~,500 a year. 
In order to ir..ako proV" ... sion for your retirenent, the Inotitute \ 
uou.ld be _-lfl.d to contr:i.bute 5;; o~ this cu:::i ( 625. 0.)) toward the• 
purchaso of a retire:aont policy provided that you will i--ni·e ml 
equal or ~Teater contribution. 

I should add that all of us at the Iru;titute welcome 
this appoint::lent, ari..d look f orvra.rd to a future of baP?Y association 
nitn you. This· step is take" in app::cciation of your past work, in 
hir;h hopes for the worl~ of tho future , and with the full recoc;.."lition 
of the value nhich ~our cou."lSel 1ill be in guidint; the I.13ti tute 's 
policies. 

Professor Doane !ontcooery 
Institute for Advnncod Study 
Princeton, ?I . J; 

Copy: Miss Trinterud ' 

Robert Opponhai.I:ler 

{ 
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DEANE MONTGOMERY 

Born September 2, 1909, in Weaver, Minnesota 

B. A. 
M. S. 
Ph. D. 

Haml ine University, St . Paul, 1929 
University of Iowa, 1930 

Hon . D. Sc. 
" ti " 

Dr . of Laws 
Hon. D. Sc. 

II II II 1933 

Hamline University, 1954 
Yeshiva University, 1961 
Tu l ane University, 1967 
University of I llinois, 1977 

Positions held : 
University of Iowa, Graduate Asst., 1930- 33 
Harvard University, NRC Fe l low, 1933- 34 
Princeton University and I . A. S., NRC Fellow, 1934- 35 
Smith College, Asst . Prof., 1935- 38 ; Assoc. Prof. , 1938- 42 ; Prof. , 1942- 46 
I . A. S., Guggenheim Fellow, 1941- 42 
Princeton University, Visi t ing Assoc. Prof. , 1943- 45 
National Defense Research Council, part- time, 1944- 45 
I . A. S. , Member, 1945- 46; Permanent Member, 1948- 51 ; Professor, 1951-
Yale University, Assoc. Prof., 1946- 48 

Field : Topology 

Honors and societies : 
Member, American Mathematical Society ; Mathematical Association of America ; 

Sigma Xi ; American Association for the Advancement of Science; 
National Academy of Sciences (1955); American Philosophical Society 
(1958); National Research Counci l 

American Mathematical Society Colloquium Lecturer, 1951 

President, American Mathematical Society, 1960- 62 

Pres ident, International Mathematical Union, 1974- 78 

April 1980 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Montgomery, Deane, Professor 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA


	DO - Fac - Box 24 - Montgomery, Dean, Professor001
	DO - Fac - Box 24 - Montgomery, Dean, Professor002



