














,"The summary of your teatimoD1 makes your position cl
ut I em not satisfied that as a K.....twmYt1* non-soientist

you sre in a position to take issue with Robert Oppenheimer ~ose
background in these thi s plaoes him ft in a position to speak
with authority.

8traU8S sends the lIl1Jll ographed oopy of the stat nt to
Fulton. Fulton replies to straus~, July 18, 1~9.

"r am very glad to have it beoause any of your friends
wer profoundly disturb d by the faot that you t.atl.ti.d
first, &gai t your ohairman and later, ainat Robert
Oppenheimer for who I h aasum d you had a hi regard
soientifically•

"In the oircUlll8tancea, I assUllle that you propose to
withdra fro th Atom1o Energy Co i sion and I wo d suppos.,
also, from th Board of Trustees of t InBtitut for Advanced
Study."

Fulton aends a copy of his lett 1" to strauss to M asa.

" .
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Maaas to Fulton, Jul Y 22, 1~9, tak:i
exception to Fulton's position, and sa 1
i not so uch scientific as it is legal.
that in th execution of a man'lS duties he
itf re with his colle u 8.

violent
that the matter
Nor do 8 he believe

st r ign if he

"In so f . as any difference in point of view betw n
Lewis strauss, lIemb r of the Atomio erg,. Commission, and
Rob rt Oppenheimer, citizen, (not Direotor of the Institut for
Advano Study) ~ go, this oertainly do s not affect t
relations p of either of th m to t Institute. As I refleot
upon the matter, I am inclined to believe that your letter
ust haTe been written in haste and that while it may express

your personal View, it should not have oonta1nsd your
s estion regardi the resignation of Lewis Strauss as
President of the Institute, unless you had reason to feel that
a majority ot the Board of Tru tees oonour in your attitu e.
I, tor one, wo~ld oertainly not do so, and I doubt, if the Wlole
atter were laid b fore th rd, that IlI8n7 or perhaps arty ot the

other '!rustees would concur with you.?
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ulton to

"The thi that haa upset 110 m~ of trauss' one-t
frien 15 that he should have C oeen to attaok Davi LilIenthal
in a publio ear at t when • Lilienthal was u er
outrageous attaok by that sourvy rellow, TIlokenlooper.

" •••the issue involved was not a legal ana but a question
requirina mature jud nt at an experience 01 ntIs til.
Lewi strauss elect.d to pontitlo te 1.n ", field " that waa
not his own, It s lett an extre 1'1 sour taat In tbe
mind. of t oae w know t taots •

•"In view of w t has happen d I don't think Robert
Oppenh r will ever feel comfortable as Direotor of The
InstItute tor Adv oed .. tu '1 so 10 a s Mr. Straus oontinu s
on our Board of ust e.. I repeat, howev r, t t t ia is a
purely personal reaction an I em It t a you wIthout oonsultatiolY
with any other Board er."
John F. Fulton, Inatltut for Advanoe Stu '1, 1948 9
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1954

vOFFIcrns

DIRECTOR

Administration

Administration

10/1

Discussion as to re-election of officers and director resolved by a motion for a
"packaged deal" which the Chainnan declared carried. In view of latter fact, members
present made it unanimous to save embarraSSMent in press.

Vol. 6, No. 21, P. 2 Minutes of Meeting of Board of Trustees - 10/1/54
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