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1940 August

FOREIGN PERSONNEL Government Relations
WORLD WAR II
AYDELOTTE, F, Biographical

Excegbtes from a memorandum by Frank Aydelotte.

Mr, Sweetser landed America on the 28th of May, and during the
next few days the English, "were executing their glorious retreat from
Dunkirk." He had a series of conferences with Riefler anc Stewart and
kept Loveday and Lester informed, though the reaction was not very
enthusiastic from them. At the conference of June 7, Brakeley, Vice=-
President of Princeton University, represented that institutilon,

Dr. Ten Broeck represented the Rockefeller Institute.

June 12 Secretary of State Hull"gave us permission to go ahead,"
Although the State Department was not to be associated with ktha those
issuing the invitation in any way.
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Sweetser had intimations from Geneva that Avenol (Secretary General
of the League) was opposed to any such transfer and Sweetser was advised
to be careful. Op June 15 the air was full of rumors of the impending
French surrender. On that date Avenol sent a declination of the invitation
on the ground that the asctivities of the League were placed by statute
in Geneva. No change could be made except for the members of the League.

Then the British Ambassador, Lord Lothian, stepped in ,nd was able
to bring pressure upon Avenol through the British Foreign Office. Aleo,
Mr, Carl J, Hambro, President of the Storting, and President of the
Assembly of the League and of the Supervisory Commission was setive in
influencing & change of opinion.

July 23 Avenol proposed to send Loveday and Skylsted to Princeton
to investigate conditions and consider the advisability of the transfer.
He also said he was cons idering the immediate transfer of the Economics
Section.

July 26 Avenol sent a cordial acceptance of our invitation as
regards the Economies and Finaneial Sectlon and saild at the same time that
the work of o ther sections raised special problems %o which he was giving
his careful consideration.




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 5: Foreign Personnel
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

The next day the newspapers announced Avenol's resignation as
Secretary General of the League.

The personnel arrived on the conditions described by Alexander

Lovedsy (See file). "It was a thrilling end to a month of anxious negotiaim
and patient unraveling of every possible kind of difficulty. The e vents
seemed to us to have their part in a larger drams in that one section of
the League of Nations, urged upon Europe by Woodrow Wilson at the end of
the last war and supported by an immense body of the best publiec opinion

in the United States, was coming back, as we all hope, to make a new

start in the seat of Woodrwo Wilson's university. Our luncheon at the
Princeton Inn on Thursday, August 22nd, was a joyful one, and the

reunion seemed to all of us to have a significance which no one quite

dared put into words.s..¥%e had rescued one of the most important of the
technical sections of the League from the rapidly advancing Nazi destruction
We had out-manoeuvred the puppet govermment at Vichy. In the darkest hour
of the history of the League United States, whose defection in 1919
had been partly responsible for the League's weakness, was offering to
important League activities not merely sanctuary but a chance to continue
work, (Our School of Economics at the Institute, so largely specialized

in questions of international finance, had secured an interesting and
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important addition to its strength.)"

A. File League of Nations (Invitation of Economics Group)
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| £ CIR TION IN ADMINISTRATION Acacemic Personnel :
REIGN FERSOYNEL Government /lelatiom
EMICRES /cademie Fersonrel 2

The Virector a  ounced negotiations under the new Internal

Security Act resulted in the exclusion of three prospective
members and the admlssion of others on uncertain status, and
had ereated not & little illefeeling among foreign l.h.ill‘l
.iro ainet the United States. "Pending legislative changes,
Pireetor raised the possibility of asking the £tate Dopu-h-nt
to carry out security investigations of foreign scholars who
are under consideration for membership in the Institute befaore
they are forma invited, The Director admitted that such
procedure would unfortunate lld the concensus of opinion
or the méeting was also o»oux.

raculty Minutes, 10/5/51






