












to de i nate lIIbers of aj01nt committee w ch would cons1derthe
stepsto be taken; (2) The United State Goverom nt should e
approaohedit the agreementa 0 the Boarda was unanimoul; (3) Formal
invitation shoul be extended.

A. File League of I'ationa (lnvi tation of oonOll1ic8 Group)
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to de ignate bers of ajo1nt committee whioh would oons1der the 
steps to be taken; (2) The United State Government should be 
approaohed it the agreement a ong the Board. was unanimoul; (3) rmal 
inv1tations should be extended. 

A. File League or Rations (rnv tat10n of conomic. Group) 



1940 A st

FOREIGN P RSO NEL

WORLD WAR II

AYDELOTTE. F.

Gov rnment Relations

Biographical

Excelltl om a emoranaum by FrICk Aydelotte.

Mr. Swe t er lande America on the 28th of May. and duri the
n xt few day. the Engllsh, "were exec uti their glorious retreat from
Dunkirk." He had a I rles or conf rencel with Hiefler an' Stewart and
kept Loveday and LeBter informed. tnough th reaction was not very
enthualaltlc rro them. At the conference of June 7. Brakeley. Vlce
PreB1denb or Pr~nceton Un1verlity. reprelented that 1 titution.
Dr. Ten Broeck reprelented the Rockefeller Institute.

Jun 12 Secretary or State Hull"gave u peruillon to 0 abea ."
Although the Stat Department wal ot to be a loclated with saa those
lsluing the invitatlon in any way.
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1940 

FOREIGN PERSONNEL 

WORLD WAR II 

AYDELOTTE, F. 

August 

Government RelatIons 

Bi ographioal 

Exoe:,tp;8 !'rom a memorandum by Frlllk Aydelotte. 

Mr. Sweetser landed Amerioa on the 28th of May, and durIng the 
next tew daya the English, uwere exeouting their glorious retreat from 
Dunkirk." He had a series ot oonferences with Riefler an~ Stewart and 
kept Loveday and Lester informed, though the reaction was not very 
enthusiaatio from them. At the oonferenoe of June 7. Brake ley, Vioe
Pres1denb of Pri noeton University. represented that institution, 
Dr. Ten Broeok represented the Rookefell er Institute . 

June 12 Seoretaryot State Hull"gave us permission to go ahead." 
Although the State Department was not to be associated with SluI those 
issu1ng the invitation in any way. 



Sweetser had intimation8 from Geneva th t Avenol (S oretary General
of the League) was opposed to any such transfer and "weetser wa a vised
to be careful. On JUn8 15 the air wa full of rumors of the lmpen ing

ench surr n er. On that date Avenol sent a declination of the invitation
on the ground that the aotivities of the Leagu were place by tatute
in Ge va. No change co d be ade except for the members of the League.

Then the British !mbas ador. Lord Lothian, stepped in nd was able
to bring pressure upon Avenol through the British Foreign Offic. Also,
Mr. Oarl J. Dambro, President of the Storti , and President of the
Assembly of the Leagu and of the Superv1aory Oommi..ion was ctive in
influencing a change of opinion.

July 23
to investigate
He also said
Section.

Avenol proposed to Bend
condition. and ooneid r
was cone ideri the i

Loved~ and kyl.tad to Plinoeton
tne advisability of the transfer.
ediate transrer of the Econo io.

July 26 Avenol sent a oordial aoceptance or our invitation aa
regards the EoonomioB and Finanoi al S etlon and said at the same time that
th work of 0 ther s otions rais speoial proble .0 whioh h was v
his careful consideration.
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Sweetser bad intimation. from Oeneva that Avenol (Seoretary Oeneral 
of the Leagne) was opposed to any snoh transfer and ~weetser was advised 
to be oaref14l. On June 1.5 the air was f nll ot l'UII1ors ot the impendins 

ench surrender. On that date Avenol sent a declination of the invitation 
on the ground that the aotivitiea of the League were place by statute 
in Ge va. No ohange co d be made except ror the members or the League. 

Then the British Ambaasador. Lord Lothian, stepped in nd was able 
t o bring pressure upon Avenol through the British Foreign Office . Also, 
Mr. Carl J. Bambro, President of the Storting, and Preaident ot the 
Assembly of the League and of the Superviaory Commission waa active in 
influencing a change or opinion. 

July 23 Avenol proposed to aend 
to inveatigate conditiona and oonsider 
Be alao said he was considering the 
Section. 

Loved-r and Skylstad to Px i nceton 
the advisability of the transfer. 
ediate transfer of the Eoono ios 

July 26 Avenol aent a oordial acceptance ot our invitation as 
regards the Economioa and Finanoial. Section and said at the same time that 
the work: of 0 ther aeotion. raiaed apeoial problema *0 whioh he waa givi 
hia caretul oonaideration. 



The next day the newapepera announced Avenol's resignation as
Secretary Gen ral of the League.

The p raonnel arrived on the co dltlons descrIbe 'I Alexander
Loved~ (Se fIle). BIt was a thrilll en to a month of anxIous negotla1~

and patIent unraveling or every Joulble kIn of dlrficulty. The events
seemed to us to hav their part In a larger drama in that one seotion of
the teague ot Nations, urge. upon Europ by woodr'o Wl1aon at the en of
the laat war an supported by an Immense bo y or ehe best publIc opinion
In the United States, wa comi back. as wall nop , to make a n w
atart in th aeat of woo rwo Wilson's univ rsity. Our lunoheon at th
Princeton Inn on Thursday, A uet 22n , wa a joyful one, and the
r unIon ae ed to all of ua to haY a i nlflcance whioh no one quite
dar put into words •••We ha reacued one of the !lost 1JD,portant of the
technical aeotions of l;h Lea l1e from the rapl 1'1 ad aool Nui tructicn
we d out- oeuvr d the pUp~~t government at Vlohy. In th da k tour
of the history of the League ~Un1ted States, Who e detectIon In 1919
had been partly reapon Ible for the League'a w akn aa, waa orr.ring to
important Le ue activlti a not erely aanctuary but a chance to continue
work. (Our ohool of conomica t the Institute, so largely speciallz d
in que tlons of int rnational fInance, had a cured an interesti an
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The next day the newapapera announoed Avenol ' s re.ignat10n as 
Seoretary General ot the League . 

The per.onnel arrived on the oonditiona desor1bed y Alexander 
Loved~ (See tile) . HIt was a thrilling end to a month ot anxious ne ,0tia1~ 

and patient unrav ling of every Joaeible kin of C1ift1ol.lty . The events 
seemed to us to have their part in a larger drama in that one .eotion ot 
the League ot Ifat10ns , urge. upon Europe by Woodrow Wil.on at the en of 
the laat war an supported by an immense body of the best public opinion 
In the United States , was coming back, •• we all hop , to make a n w 
atart In the .eat ot woo rwo Wllson ' s university . Our lunoheon at th 
Princeton Inn on Thursday, August 22nd , was a joyful one , and the 
reunion seemed to all of u. to have a signitioance whioh no one quite 
dar d put into words ••• We ha rescued one of the ost important of the 
teohnical aeotlons or l;he Lea e trom the rapi ly advanc ing Nul destructla. 
•• ' d out- anoeuvred the pup.I?,et goverIlllent at Viohy. In th d&1'ke t hour 
ot the h lstory ot the League ~Unlted Statea, whose d.rectlon 1n 1919 
had b.en partly re.ponslble for the League ' . weakn ••• • was otferlng to 
important Le.~ue actlvitles not erely sanctuary but a chance to continue 
work. (Our Sohool ot Economic. at the Institute , so largely speciallzed 
in questlons of international f inance, had seoured an intere.tl and 
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important addition to its strengtb.)"

A. File Lea e of at ions (Invitation of Economics Groqp)
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important a4dlt1on to its strengtb . )" 

A. F1le League ot Nation. (Invitation of Economics Group) 
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