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"Here's a .nap rep~ to a de.p q .tionl

-If I were going to make a .et. tor hunanitie. in an Inatitute tor Adftnc.d
Study, I think I .bould 1&1 out a plan far the study ot 'Canparative Literature' (Kultur.
ae.ohiohte, it you pr.fer) not uDl1lc:e that vhioh Woodberr,. oarried on eo brilliantJO" iii
fils prtii at Col bia but with perhaps le.. 'icleali I and mo eJlJlCt .cholarship.

MAe to tie n, that is indeed a .ticker. John Love. of Harvard ooours at once
as a p0811itllit". Qilbert Kurra,. if h. Vllre not quite 0 old and out ot tavor with oerta:IJ
Hellen1lte lII1ght be oue, but I .\U'e Oxford and C&Jllbridge bet een thllll oould turn up a
worth1 sub.titute. The orbonne oould unqU8.t1onab~ give,uu ona or two, though I oannot
at tb mOlUnt MIlle them} LeID II, for on., perhaplI. Theee with as. !atell alre~ kn
for a knOlllAld of th bras. taokll of eir subj.ot. 1iIOuld give 10U lIome inS prett)r
iIIItloe1ng nen to mind8 of tho.. diepoeed to be oritical or all new .nterpri....

"The abo....ublitted without char ."
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"Another inad.quacy in your 8tat_t vhich come. IIIllch nearer beine, in nn of

th. 1JIlportanc. I attach to it, an OII185ioo than an inadeqaat. accentuation, 18 th. topio
of th. f01"lll ot ncruit.% and ,,1'9t1on et 5lIrlonp.l. Such 1m000lq. as I han of hUII&D
in8t1tution. -.k•• _ think that thi. 18 mre 1m£o..tl&nt as a top1c than th. 1IIb'.ct. the
In8t1tut. JIq adopt &I fi.ld! lEI for vork. It 1. alao8t &I 1IIportant &I th. Iltroonl .inc.
it 1. th. wq of' find1nc per.on., and 1t 1. on. of' the lIIOot c.rtainly .tf.dtin of' th.
Qondu'1ppe of' work "1n an"""1natitution. Your .tat.-nt ._ v.ak to _, not becau.. it doe.
not aq hov you are coine to ..lect and recruit MD, but becau.. 1t doe. not aoknowled&'
adequateJ,y the 1IIportanc. of thi. phu. of your f'Ilture* TM vq. b1 which a IIaD 18 coine
to be aclmOlflqed &I a valuable Mlllber of the ~8t1tut. for Acln.nced study would 1nt.r.8t
_ IIOre than &DJ' oth.r pba..of ;your pre.ent upoa1t10n. It is ertdent that recru1t-nt
and e.leot10n ot perlOnn.l will ". JDarkW],y ditterent at the out.et from th. reoru1tMnt

: and ..l.ction at a later period. Your ref.rtInc. to borrov1nC and your opinion. th.r.on
Ie. to ... to be well tak.n, and I would add that in borrov1n& troll AMr1can uninre1t1..

f,.. f'I 'F C,,.,.,LJ.,.~ v.I. .. ,\..,I..W r",.....,.......--,

... :~..

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 3 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



by IIINllII of two and three lear leavea of abaeno., whioh would Cift indiTiduala a h~
deairable period of ref'l.ction, atud;y and wrl.t1n&, lllicht be added to what you 1.IIp~

about borrClll1nc 1'rOlll 1'or.iill 1natitution••

"I .. -.ore in 81JIIP&th,y with )'our .en.itinne•• to th de£.ct. 01' existent
\, univer.iti•• than with your ...UlIIption that the~ liea in a new 1'OrJII 01' orcanization.

You upre.. thi. 1'Hl1n& in part when you aq 8I 1'ear that _ organization and rule.
will not alone aohieve our purpo.e'. But ia it not your jor ..aUllption that the
d1..1'1'erent conditi • l' li1'. to be lIecured by a di£t.renc. 0 orlanization will produo.
the d.aired r.sultT It would.. to _ t your 1'ear li•• ft1')' 010•• to the _jor
&ssUIllption lOU ma.lce in propos1n& a new 1'ona 01 orlanization. Perhaps that ia .. it ahould
be and it ia well thus to have oontinued a .olicitude tor th. red rua d'atre of th.
Inatitute.

"Your aentation atre.... the 1'aulta or uniftr.itl n.r. in auoh a .. to
..k. it reaaonable to ..au. that the :r.natitut. for AdTanced StudY ia organiz .. a
proteat. wnat it the nature of univer.ity lite were to iaprova independently or your

ro.,oa ora:anizat1onT W uld it atill haft aOMth1nc peoul1.arly ae£ul to do and to beT
I would aaJce thi. point clearer, and I suspect that the be.t ara:u-nt ber. liea in the

I
poadbl••asy freedoa of the Institut. to create ohaira tor nllV subjecta or able
indiTidual..8 (or. Coll I. de Frano.), a peouli.ar function that will perhapa allI..,. be

borioua and ..,.n inhibited in the uniftra1ty. y~ 4ll,~.A-

"H Y .un cono.rn in 1'oreeaat1n& the future or .uoh an inatit t. a. yo propos.
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Flun.r .repl1ea Deo. 16, 19)1

would be ita Y1&b1llty. It 111 ,&81' .nouch to tath.r euoh an und.rtald.ng - by wholll and
hOll 18 it io1ni to be IIOtheredl What 1nflueno a, tend.nei.a, and needa can you aat.q
aa~ .. oonatantl,y nourl8h1ni th. ori&n1 10U propo.. to creat.l

M (M.,..,~ h ~

"...
to). L1. ruba _ do 1'011 think that I tak. the libr&r1 pro 1 l1&htl,yt r ahould

al;9' that it. 111 ilving .. IlION tboucht than arI1 other .~. datall•
.. 'Th. library probl_ d8penda par't.q on location. it wlll be aolved

.quiPP1ni with booka - and ot coltra.. journala, thouch I do not aa:/ ao 
tor the an.ral achoolal out of th.... the Inatitut. libr&r1 nll
ult1lllate:i,y ow.'

"I an add tor your private ear that the looation or t ln8tit.1It. w1ll be
deoided re n the baa18 of llbr !'ac1llti. t &nJt 1ntI: .la••

"4. and .. &inat «pb1.gt,. Thq cannot reall,y be
a.apratld. It on. d.cid.a upon Sanakrit, on. annot do Sanakrit unlt.. a tirat-rat.
Sanalcrit acholar 18 availabl.. It a tirat-rat. acholar 18 availabl., that uJcta Sanalcrit

\ avUlabl.. I: do not a.. 1I~ 'recruitlll8nt and ..1.ct1on ot peraonn.l· ahould .Vlr be
() dift.rent than it 18 at the atart. Att.r thirty y.ara BillIOn a.leota people at the

.,,.. .,
•
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.tltl.lt. pre i.aJ.,y as h•••1.ected thlllll at the beCi-M1nK. He do.. not keep an,yon. who 1.
not firat-rat.. H. v1ll 0 to th. de oL tn. earth to Kat an,yon. who la firat-rat.. H.
wlll. not take a person ...n1.••• the eubj.ot 18 iJaportant. lie v1ll not take a eubjeot unl.e.s
a first-rate person 18 available. For twenty year. he has been t.h1nk1n& of the eubj.ot
of pl.ant patholog:y. 0nl:T v1th1n the l.aat year has h. foun the ri&ht.an. r do not ••••
aa • how the two thinK. can be .evered.

Its. r .hould not call the DW Instltute 'an orKaniutton·. ! should inslat
tha.t it 18 v.ry. v. d11'i'erent conc.pt.loD of purpose and that the diff rene of
or anlzat1.on hich I d•• r10e fol.l.oll frGll t d11'1'. nees o£ purpose. ~..u.d the orcan1
&11'1.10 c in a tii.re tiOD 0 ex1at1ni; orpnir.atiollf it woLll.d unq eeti b~ hurt
the u.rpo... TMB ran baa n read Bcholars d 801 tist~ al..l ov r t vor1.d.
1 think Y wollld be uar. if' r ooul.d tell you the _. o£ the who would 1.1k. to b.
anooiated. with t. hat aUrao 8 th_ pr~~ 1. 1'1.. purpo.. and of oour•• the 888)'-

aoini type of or all1- tion n.oe••ary to reallr.. that purpo •• 1 oonceived it in
t.nu ot orpnir.atlon prUilar1J,y. 1 do Dot th1Jlk it would hay int ed ! th •

.. .....
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P rmantlll1t embership wi to provi ion tor retire nt
approved 1'or Ya an Plaozek.

Disoussion 01' inv1ti t~ to emberah1p Gu rlao and
oyr6.

aculty Minutes, 2/18/52
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