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Preface

The present study evolved as a side product of the “Zaydi Manuscript
Tradition” (ZMT) project, a collaborative undertaking by the Institute
for Advanced Study (IAS), Princeton, New Jersey, in partnership with the
Hill Museum & Manuscript Library (HMML) at Saint John’s University,
Collegeville, Minnesota. The ZMT aims at bringing together the widely
dispersed Zaydl manuscript culture in its entirety in a single repository,
thus providing comprehensive and systematic open access to its literary
tradition to scholars worldwide. When preparing the digital surrogates
of manuscripts from the private library of Muhammad b. Muhammad
al-Mansir for inclusion in the project, I was struck by the unusual number
of paratexts throughout the collection in the hand of the owner, and this
prompted me to delve deeper into the material. The numerous purchase
notes opened a window into the gradual growth of al-Manstir’s personal
collection, and the additional information included in these notes provided
insights into the ways in which manuscript codices changed hands during his
lifetime. Another striking feature of the collection are the codices al-Manstir
had copied in his own hand—while he had produced some during his student
days, he copied out others decades later as a pious exercise. Moreover,
with respect to al-Mansiir’s intellectual biography and his education, the
information contained in the paratextual materials often corroborates or
even supplements what is known on the basis of other sources.

The material brought together in this volume traces a trajectory that
touches upon a variety of scholarly interests. Though not intended as a
catalogue of the collection, it nevertheless provides information about
the contents of parts of al-Manstir’'s manuscript collection. Moreover, the
book hopes to add some insights to the study of twentieth-century Yemen'’s
intellectual and social history, and it immediately relates to recent work of
historical anthropologists specializing in Yemen.!

I would like to thank Hassan Ansari for having provided me with his
collection of digital surrogates of Muhammad al-Mansiir’s manuscripts
and for his helpful comments on an earlier draft of the present study. I also

! E.g. Messick, Transactions in Ibb (1978); Messick, The Calligraphic State (1993); vom Bruck, Islam,
Memory, and Moradlity in Yemen (2005); Messick, Shari‘a Scripts (2018); vom Bruck, Mirrored Loss
(2018).
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thank the members of Muhammad al-Mansiir’s family for providing me with
additional information about their father’s/father-in-law’s/grandfather’s
immediate relatives, especially Gafiira al-Mansir, Amat al-Latif bt. ‘Abd
Allah al-Wazir, and Busra Mutawakkil. Thanks are also due to Gabriele vom
Bruck for having established the contact with al-Mansiir’s family and for
having provided me with additional photographic material. Moreover,
Camilla Adang, Gabriele vom Bruck, and Jan Thiele, as well as the two
anonymous readers, were kind enough to read the book manuscript and to
provide valuable comments and corrections. A special word of thanks is due
to Linda George for her careful copyediting of the entire volume and to Juan
Pedro Monferrer Sala and Maribel Fierro for having accepted the study for
publication in the Series Arabo-Islamica of UCOPress.

18



Chapter One
Muhammad al-Mansir’s Intellectual Biography: A Sketch

Al-Sayyid Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Isma‘il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Isma‘il
b. Mutahhar b. Isma‘l b. Yahya b. al-Husayn b. al-Imam al-Mansir bi-11ah
al-Qasim b. Muhammad was one of the coterie of prominent scholars,
bureaucrats, and politicians of twentieth-century Yemen. He was born on
8 Gumada II 1333/23 April 1915 in Sahara (Suhara)' where he spent the first
five years of his life.? Among his siblings, we know of a sister, Fatima, who
died at the age of four.” His genealogy traces back to Imam al-Manstir bi-llah
al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali (b. 967/1559, d. 1029/1620), the eponymous
founder of the Qasimi dynasty.* Among his ancestors were a number of
renowned Zaydi scholars, such as Saraf al-Din al-Husayn b. al-Imam al-Qasim
b. Muhammad b. ‘Alf al-Yaman (b. 999/1591, d. 1050/1640) who was mainly
known for his Gayat al-su'l fi ‘ilm al-usil, a work on legal theory, together
with his autocommentary, Hidayat al-‘uqal ila Gayat al-su’l.’ The latter’s
son, Yahya b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim al-YamanT al-Sananit (b. 1035/1625,
d. after 1099/1688), was renowned mostly for his writings on biography
and history, among them the biographical dictionary al-Mustatab fi taragim

! A mountain town in the district of al-Ahntim and for centuries an important center of
learning. See al-Akwa’, Higar al-‘ilm, vol. 2, pp. 1061-1137 no. 245; al-HagarT, Magmu', pp. 95-
99; E12, vol. 9, p. 201 (G. R. Smith).

2 In Sahara the family resided in Bayt al-Diir where Muhammad al-Mansiir was also born; see
Muhammad al-Mansiir, Lawami’, pp. 56, 113, 194 n. 1. An image of the building is included in
“Milaff ‘an hayat al-faqid al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansar”.

3 Muhammad al-Mansar, Lawami’, p. 204 n. 1.

4 For al-Mansur al-Qasim and the Qasimi dynasty, see Klarié, Untersuchungen zur politischen
Geschichte; Haykel, Revival and Reform, pp. 25-46; Mohamed, Etat. See also Ansari and
Schmidtke, Studies, p. 161 n. 17 for further references. Muhammad al-Manstr composed a
poem in praise of Imam al-Mansir al-Qasim, see his Lawami', pp. 57-59.

5 See al-Wagth, A'lam, pp. 388-389 no. 386; Sayyid, Sources, pp. 246-249; GAL, vol. 2, p. 406;
GALS, vol. 2, p. 559. For details on the history of its composition, see Quiring-Zoche, “The
Colophon in Arabic Manuscripts,” pp. 57-65; Mohamed, Etat. The work was published (Beirut
1401/1981) together with glosses by later scholars, namely al-Husayn [al-Hasan] b. Yahya
al-Saylan (d. 1110/1698-99), Muhammad b. Ismail al-Amir al-Sanani (b. 1099/1688, d.
1182/1768), al-Husayn b. Ahmad al-Sayagi al-Haym al-San‘ani (b. 1180/1766, d. 1221/1806),
al-Hasan b. Isma‘il al-Magribi, Muhammad b. ‘Al1 al-Sawkani (d. 1250/1834), and al-Husayn
b. Muhammad b. Sa‘d al-Magribi (d. 1119/1707).
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rigal al-Zaydiyya al-atyab,® Anba’ al-zaman fi tarth al-Yaman, the “single most
valuable general history of Yemen,”” and Bahgat al-zaman fr hawadit al-Yaman.®
Yahya's grandson, al-Mutahhar b. Isma‘il b. Yahya b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim
al-San‘ant (b. 1132/1719, d. 1207/1793), was a learned man and had gained
some prominence as a warrior and public figure.® Muhammad al-Mansiir’s
father, Muhammad b. Isma‘il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Mansiir, worked in the
service of the state as a governor in different regions and he was repeatedly
reposted over the course of Muhammad al-Mansiir’s childhood. He died in
1363/1944. His mother, Fatima bt. Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Mansiir, had died
some time between 1348/1929 and 1351/1932, when the family sojourned
in Higrat al-Dar1.'® Over the course of his life, Muhammad al-Manstr was

¢ A manuscript copy of this important work (still unpublished) is preserved in the private
library of Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT 01339; see also below).

7 Gochenour, Penetration of Zayd Islam, p. 314. A partial edition of an abridgment of the work,
by Muhammad ‘Abd Allzh al-Madi, was published in 1936. On the author, see also al-Hibsi,
Masadir, pp. 517-518; Gochenour, “A Revised Bibliography,” pp. 313-315. ‘Abd al-Malik b.
Husayn al-AnisT (fl. fourteenth/nineteenth-twentieth century) had summarized the work
in his Ithaf dawi I-fitan bi-muhtasar Anba’ al-zaman; see Traini, I manoscritti, p. 106 (MS Rome,
Biblioteca dell’Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei e Corsiniana (BANLC), Or. 361).

¢ Edited by ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad al-Hibs1 and published under the title Yawmiyyat San‘a’
frl-qarn al-hadr ‘asar (Abu Dhabi 1996). Another edition was published by Amat al-Gafiir ‘Abd
al-Rahman ‘Ali al-Amir as al-Awda' al-siyasiyya fi I-Yaman fi l-nisf al-tant min al-qarn al-hadi
‘aSar al-higri, al-sabi‘ ‘aSar al-miladr, 1054-1099 H/1644-1688 M: ma'a tahqiq Bahdat al-zaman fi tarth
al-Yaman li-l-mu’arrih Yahya b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim b. Muhammad (San‘@’ 2008). The Maktabat
al-awqaf, located on the premises of the Great Mosque in San‘@’, holds an exceptionally large
number of Yahya b. al-Husayn’s holographs; these include MSS Maktabat al-awqaf, 467 (see
al-Rugayhi [et al.], Fihrist, pp. 453-454), 482 (ibid., pp. 451-452), 497 (ibid., p. 453), 510 (ibid.,
p. 403), 692 (ibid., p. 744), 1283 (ibid., pp. 323, 1037), 1312 (ibid., p. 886), 1319 (ibid., pp. 1184-
1185), 1347 (ibid., pp. 308, 692, 1029, 1055), 1531 (ibid., p. 877), 1593 (ibid., p. 28), 2195 (ibid.,
pp. 1754-1755), 2204 (ibid., pp. 502-503), 2262 (ibid., p. 1934), 2372 (ibid., pp. 721-722), 2386
(ibid., pp. 413-414), magami' 43 (ibid., pp. 457, 530, 560, 565-566, 575, 600-601, 605, 645, 685,
931, 1006, 1309, 1386-1387, 1388-1389, 1400, 1830), magami‘ 46 (ibid., Pp. 268-269, 353, 524,
571-572, 627, 643, 670, 670-671, 692, 782-783, 783, 801, 818-819, 952-953, 1038, 1045, 1154~
1155, 1409-1410), magami’ 61 (ibid., pp. 531, 537, 574, 670, 766, 853-854, 922, 1106, 1405),
magami 70 (ibid., pp. 967, 1026, 1149, 1332, 1807-1808), magami' 108 (ibid., pp. 769-770, 953,
1181), magami‘ 121 (ibid., pp. 265, 929, 1000, 1139, 1301, 1383).

% On him, see Zabara, Nayl al-watar, vol. 1, pp. 356-358 no. 507. On the Al al-Mansiir, see also
al-Maghafi, Mawsii‘a, vol. 5, pp. 826-828.

1 Muhammad al-Mansir wrote a poem in her memory, see his Lawami’, p. 276. The name was
kindly given to me by Gabriele vom Bruck, e-mail communication (5 February 2018).
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married with Hurriyya bt. Muhammad al-DarT (d. 1366/1946-47),"* Hadiga
Ahmad al-Sami, and ‘Aliyya bt. al-Sarif ‘Ali al-Dumayn, and he was father
to four sons, Muhammad, ‘Abd al-Wahhab, Ibrahim, and Yiinus,"? and ten
daughters, Amat al-Rahman, Amat al-Gaffar, Amat al-Gafir, Rugayya, Raya,
Gafiira, Altaf, Amat Allah, Husna, and Yusra.?

Fig. 1a: Al-Mansiir's father, Muhammad al-Manstr (d. 1944), Ethiopia ca. 1920
during the time when he served as governor of Tihama (unknown photographer)

% % % ok %

1 The name was kindly given to me by Gabriele vom Bruck, e-mail communication (31 January

2018); for the year of death of his first wife, see below, n. 12.

“Nubda ‘an al-muallif,” in Muhammad al-Mansiir, Hikmat al-higab, p. 2. See also Muhammad
al-Mansiir, Lawami’, pp. 5 (for Ibrahim and Y{nus), 214 no. 3 (for Muhammad al-Ra$id). On
the occasion of the death of Umm Muhammad al-Ra$id, the mother of Muhammad’s first
son, in 1366/1946-47, Muhammad al-Mansiir composed a poem in her memory; Muhammad
al-Mansiir, Lawami', p. 242. His son Muhammad had in turn (at least) two sons, Yahya b.
Muhammad, who was the father of ‘AlTb. Yahya al-Mutawakkil, and Zayd b. Muhammad; see
the editors’ introduction to Lawami’, p. 16, and ibid., p. 291 n. 1.

12

3 The names of the daughters were kindly given to me by Gabriele vom Bruck, e-mail
communication (29 January 2018).
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There are several sources that provide information about Muhammad
al-Mansir’s scholarly formation and intellectual biography. The first and
foremost source is Muhammad al-Manstr’s igaza ‘amma which includes
detailed information about his teachers and the works he had read with each
one of them.” Secondly, Muhammad al-Mansiir wrote an autobiographical
account of his life (targama), which is preserved in a manuscript that was not
available to the present author. However, an entry on Muhammad al-Manstr
in the internet-based biographical dictionary Rabitat ‘ulama’ al-Yaman was
compiled on the basis of this document.”” An additional account, with
details about Muhammad al-Manstir’s teachers and the works he studied
with them, by Ahmad b. Muhammad al-AnisT remains unpublished (and
was again not available to the present author), but a succinct version is
included in the online dossier, Milaff ‘an hayat al-fagid al-Sayyid al-‘Allama
Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansur. This dossier was released on 7 December
2016, three months after Muhammad al-Manstr’s demise on 7 Du 1-Higga
1437/10 September 2016, again in Rabitat ‘ulama’ al-Yaman.'* The ijaza
and the summary of al-Anisi’s account complement each other, as their
arrangement differs: while al-Anisi’s account proceeds in chronological
order, this is not the case with Muhammad al-Manstir’s igaza, where he
places his most important teachers at the beginning of his list. Additional
data on Muhammad’s formation can be gleaned from other internet sites
devoted to his life and work,"” from biographical dictionaries," and from
his poetry, which often relates to incidents and memories from his early
youth onwards.” In many cases al-Mansiir introduces the individual poem
by relating the occasion on which he wrote it as well as his intention in

4 The text of the ijaza is quoted in the editors’ introduction to Muhammad al-Mansir’s
Lawami’, pp. 23-28. The ijaza is neither dated nor is a specific recipient (mugaz) mentioned. It
can be assumed that al-Manstr used the text of the igaza as a template whenever he issued
a licence to a new recipient. On the usage of template formats for issuing igazas, see also
Haykel, Revival and Reform, p. 198.

5 “Al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr.” The entry ends with a statement
that it is based on an autobiographical account by Muhammad al-Mansiir, which is preserved
in manuscript form (targama katabaha bi-hattihi).

16 Al-Anist, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya.”

7 See also https://www.facebook.com/m.almnasoor/ (accessed February 28, 2018), in addition
to the sites already mentioned.

8 See, e.g., al-Wagth, Alam, pp. 987-988, no. 1059; Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 627-628.

1 His poetry has been gathered in Muhammad al-Manstr, Lawami' (see also below). Composing
poetry was highly prestigious and an indication of scholarship and social status in Yemen
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doing so. Moreover, the holdings of his library constitute another important
source that sheds additional light on his biography.

Muhammad al-Mansir spent the first years of his life in his native
town of Sahara with his immediate male relatives as his first teachers: his
father Muhammad b. Isma‘l b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Mansiir (d. 1363/1944),%
his paternal uncle Mutahhar b. Isma‘il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Mansar (d.
1373/1954),* and his maternal uncle, Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali
al-Mansiir.”? In his igaza, Muhammad al-Mansr also lists the most important
teachers of his father and his paternal uncle?®—they had both studied
with Imam al-Mansar bi-llah Muhammad b. Yahya (r. 1890-1904 CE), ‘Abd
Allah b. Muhammad al-Mugahid al-Samahi al-Damari, the latter’s nephew
‘Abd al-Wahhab b. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Samahi (b. 1289/1872-
73, d. 1357/1938),** and with ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah
al-MahbasT al-Sahari (b. 1264/1848, d. 1346/1927).%

In Sawwal 1338/June 1920, at the age of five, Muhammad left Sahara*
with his family for San‘a” where he was enrolled in the madrasa of al-ustad

during the first half of the twentieth century; see Taminian, “Persuading the Monarchs,” pp.
203-219.

2 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “I§aza ‘amma,” pp. 23-24; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-‘ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansir,” no. 1.

2 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “Igaza ‘@mma,” p. 24; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansir,” no. 2. The dates of death for
his father and his paternal uncle are related by Muhammad al-Mansir in a note added to
a holograph codex in his personal library (ZMT 01495). See below, Chapter Four. Mutahhar
had a son, Yahya b. Mutahhar (b. 1324/1906, d. 1394/1974). See below, Chapter Three, ZMT
01458.

2 Muhammad al-Mansur provides his full lineage in his “Igaza ‘amma,” p. 24: “Muhammad b.
Muhammad b. ‘Alib. Ahmad b. Husayn b. ‘Alib. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Qasim b. al-Imam al-Mu’ayyad
bi-llah Muhammad b. al-Imam al-Mansiir bi-llah al-Qasim b. Muhammad”; see also al-Anisi,
“Ganib minal-hayat al-ilmiyya”; “al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstir,”
no. 20. While both Muhammad al-Mansiir in his ijaza and al-AnisT mention him, together
with Muhammad’s father and paternal uncle, he is relegated to no. 20 in the entry in Rabitat
‘ulama’ al-Yaman. This suggests that in his targama, Muhammad al-Manstr considered this

uncle to have been less important as a teacher than his paternal uncle and his father.
% See Muhammad al-Mansar, “Igaza ‘amma,” p. 24.
% 0On him, see Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 437-439.
% On him, see Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), p. 374.

2 Muhammad did not return to Sahara until 65 years later, when he visited the town together
with the prime minister ‘Abd al-Karim al-Iryani. On this occasion, he composed a poem in
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Muhammad b. ‘All ‘Umar, from al-Hayma,” who was known as “al-Huga/
al-H*aga ‘Umar.” The madrasa was attached to the masgid al-Tawfiq in Bi'r
al-‘Azab, in San'a’”® Here Muhammad was introduced to the alphabetical
order of the letters and the five last sections (agza) of the Qur'an, as well
as to rules of ritual purification and formal prayer. About a year later, in
1339/1920-21, the family moved to Damar® and during the journey the son
of al-Huga/al-H"aga ‘Umar accompanied the family, so that Muhammad’s
study of the Qur'an could continue uninterrupted. In Damar Muhammad
was enrolled in one of the town’s elementary schools (madrasa ibtida’iyya),
where he was instructed in the basic principles of Qur'an recitation (mabadi’
fann al-tagwid), theology (usal al-din), ethics (ahldq), writing (hatt), and
calculation (hisab).® 1t was also towards the end of his sojourn in Damar,
in 1344/1925-26, when Muhammad was eleven years old, that he wrote his
first poem, a foray into a skill in which he eventually excelled.*

In 1345/1926-27 Muhammad, together with some members of his family,
moved back to San@’, where he enrolled in the recently founded mosque
university, al-madrasa al-ilmiyya. Muhammad being circa eleven or twelve
years at the time must have been one of the youngest students in the madrasa,
if not the youngest.*2 Here, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. ‘Al b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b, Ibrahim

praise of his birthplace. See Muhammad al-Manstr, Lawami’, pp. 56-57, 113-120.

7 For al-Hayma, see al-Hagari, Magm, p. 302.

% “al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansar.” For Bir al-‘Azab both before
and after the revolution of 1962, see vom Bruck, Islam, Memory, and Morality, pp. 39-40; cf. also

Pino (ed.), Inventory of the Historic City, pp. 73-89; al-Khameri, Intraurban Residential Preferences,
passim; Lamprakos, Building a World Heritage City, passim.

»  Damar, which is located to the south of San‘@’, was another important center of Zaydi learning
at the time. See al-HagarT, Magmii', pp. 341-350; E12, vol. 2, p. 218 (J. Schleifer [0. Léfgren]). For
the scholars of Damar particularly during the eleventh/seventeenth and twelfth/eighteenth
centuries, see al-Qasimi, Matla“ al-agmar.

3 Al-Anist, “Ganib min al-hayat al-‘ilmiyya.”

31 See the editors’ introduction to Muhammad al-Mansir, Lawami’, p. 11.

32 For the madrasa al-‘ilmiyya, which was founded in 1926 by Imam Yahya Hamid al-Din and
closed in 1963, see al-WasiT, Tarth al-Yaman, pp. 274-275, al-Akwa’, Madaris, pp. 400-434;
al-Baraduni, “Dar al-‘ulim: al-Madrasa al-‘ilmiyya”; Messick, The Calligraphic State, pp. 107-
114; Haykel, Revival and Reform, p. 217; vom Bruck, Islam, Memory, and Morality, pp. 51-52,
239-240; Wiirth, A$-SarTa fi Bab al-Yaman, pp. 60-62; cf. also the memories of ‘Abd al-Rahman
b. Yahya al-Iryant (b. 1910, d. 1998), who served as President of the Yemen Arab Republic
from 1967 to 1974, of his studies at the madrasa al-‘ilmiyya between 1925 and 1929, al-Iryan,
Mudakkirat, vol. 1, pp. 71-73.
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(b. 1307/1889-90, d. 1379/1960)* served as his principal teacher. With him
Muhammad studied law by reading the Kitab al-Azhar fi figh al-a’'imma al-athar
by Imam al-Mahdi li-Din Allah Ahmad b. Yahya al-Murtada (d. 840/1436-37),
this being the most authoritative introductory manual to Zaydi-Hadaw figh
from the ninth/fifteenth century up until the twentieth century.** In the field
of grammar Muhammad was introduced by his teacher to two works: Qatr
al-nadawa-ball al-sadd, abook on syntax by Gamal al-Din Abéi Muhammad ‘Abd
Allah b. Yasuf b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Nahwi (“Ibn Hisam,” b. 708/1310, d.
761/1360), together with the author’s autocommentary,”® and Gamal al-Din
Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. Mubarak al-Himyari al-Hadrami al-Safi'T’s (“Bahrag,”
b. 869/1465, d. 930/1524) commentary on Abii Muhammad al-Qasim b. ‘Ali
al-HarirT’s (b. ca. 446/1054, d. 516/1122) didactic poem on grammar, Mulhat
al-i‘rab, entitled Tuhfat al-ahbab wa-turfat al-ashab, or Sarh Bahraq.**

At the beginning of 1346/1927, at the age of thirteen, Muhammad
returned to Damar.”’” It was most likely in that year that he studied with
Salih b. Muhammad b. Muhsin al-Hadi [al-Hawdi] (b. 1281/1864-65, d.
1362/1943),% one of the teachers at the madrasa al-Samsiyya in the town
specializing in gira'at and theology. With him Muhammad studied the Qur'an
in the reading of Nafi‘ b. ‘Abd al-Rahman (d. 169/785) in the transmission

3 Al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya.” This teacher is not mentioned in “al-Sayyid
al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansiir” On ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. ‘AlT b. Ibrahim, see
al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 422; Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), p. 380.

% See al-Kuhlani, al-Imam al-Mahdi, pp. 121ff.; Haykel, Revival and Reform, pp. 215ff.; Messick,
Shari‘a Scripts, pp. 62ff.; al-Hibsi, Masadir, pp. 662-664. The Azhar was first published in the
edition of ‘Abd al-Wasi‘b. Yahya al-Wasi‘T (Cairo, 1913-14).

35 On this work (published repeatedly) and commentaries on it, see al-Hib31, Gami‘ al-$urith wa-I-
hawast, vol. 2, pp. 1608-1618. On Ibn Hi$am as a grammarian, see also Sadan, Subjunctive Mood,
Appendix B, 229 (pp. 328-329).

% On the Tuhfat al-ahbab (published repeatedly) and its author, see EI2, vol. 1, p. 938 (Oscar
Lofgren); al-Hib3i, Masadir, pp. 386, 139-140; al-Hibs1, Gami‘ al-Surith wa-l-hawasi, vol. 3, p.
2151, On al-Harirl as a grammarian, see Sadan, Subjunctive Mood, Appendix B, 2.18 (p. 325).

7 The family resided in Dafina, a village located to the west of Damar; see Muhammad
al-Mansar, Lawami’, p. 104,

% Muhammad al-Mansiir, “Igaza ‘amma,” p. 25; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr,” no. 5. On him, see al-Akwa,
Higar al-‘ilm, vol. 2, pp. 764-765; al-Akwa’, Madaris, pp. 386-387. See also ibid., pp. 370-393 no.
183 on the madrasa al-Samsiyya in Damar. Cf. also Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 334-335
where his name is given as follows: “Salih b. Ahmad al-Hudi [al-Hawdi] al-Damari.”
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of Abli Miisa Tsa b. Mina’ Qaliin (d. 220/835),%° as well as Qur’an recitation.
In addition, Muhammad studied theology with him by reading Ibrahim b.
Yahya b. Muhammad al-SagarT al-SahiilT’s (b. 987/1579-80, d. 1060/1650)
commentary on the Misbah al-‘ulim fima'rifat al-hayy al-qayyim (alternatively
known as al-Talatan al-mas’ala fi usil al-din), al-Durr al-manziim fi ma'rifat
al-Hayy al-Qayyum.* The Misbah is a popular tripartite theological tract of
Mu'tazilite theology discussing divine unicity (tawhid), divine justice (‘adl),
and the promise and the threat (al-wa‘d wa-I-wa id), each part containing ten
questions, by the Yemeni Zaydt scholar Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. Muhammad
al-Rassas (d. 621/1224). During the same period, Muhammad read with
his father as well as with his paternal and maternal uncles parts of the
following works, covering the fields of figh, hadit, and Stfism: al-Azhar fi figh
al-a’imma al-athar by Ahmad b. Yahya al-Murtada (see above); Sams al-ahbar
al-muntaqa min kalam al-Nabt al-muhtar, a hadit work by ‘Al b. MuhyT 1-Din
Humayd b. Ahmad b. al-walid al-Qurasi, composed in 610/1213;* al-Irsad
ila nagat al-‘ibad, a popular work with SGfi tendencies, completed in Rabt II
632/January 1235, by ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd b. Ahmad b. Ab1 I-Hayr al-‘Ans (b.
593/1196-97, d. 667/1268),*? as well as some unspecified works on grammar
and some books by Zaydi imams (wa-ft l-nahw wa-gayr dalika min kutub al-al
wa-gayrihim).®

Muhammad studied with three additional teachers during his time
in Damar: ‘Abd Allzh b. Muhammad b. al-Husayn al-Suwsuwa al-Sarafi (b.
1318/1900, d. 7),* with whom he read the following works in the madrasa

% See Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an, vol. 4, pp. 353-362 (Frederik Leemhuis).

0 Published, see bibliography. On the work and its author, see al-Wagih, A‘lam, pp. 75-76 no. 39;
al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 452 no. 1330.

“ Ppublished, see bibliography. On the work, see GALS, vol. 1, p. 609 no. 15b; Madelung, Imam
al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim, pp. 214ft.; al-Hibs1, Masadir, p. 49; al-Husayni, Mu allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol.
2, pp. 212-213 no. 2069. See also Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies, p. 286 and passim.

2 Published, see bibliography. On the work and its author, see Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies,
chapters 9 and 12. The popularity of the work up until the twentieth century is indicated by
the numerous extant manuscripts, most of which date to the eleventh/seventeenth century.
See Ansari and Schmidtke, Zaydi Mu ‘tazilism in 7th/13th-Century Yemen, Chapter Five, no. 4.

5 Al-AnisT, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya.” The information about the disciplines and specific
works Muhammad al-Mansur had studied with those three male relatives is also included in
his igaza, see Muhammad al-Mansar, “Igaza ‘amma,” p. 24.

“ Muhammad al-Mansiir, “I§aza ‘amma,” p. 25; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr,” no. 7. On him, see al-Akwa/,
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al-Samsiyya: Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Lugman b. ‘AlTb. Sams al-Din b. al-Imam
al-Mahdi 1i-Din Allah Ahmad b. Yahya b. al-Murtada’s (“Ibn Lugman,” d.
1039/1629-30) al-Kasif li-dawi I-‘uqal ‘an wugith masa’il al-Kafil, a commentary
on the Kitab al-Kafil bi-nayl al-su'l ft ‘ilm al-usil by Muhammad b. Yahya b.
Muhammad b. Ahmad Bahran (d. 957/1550), on legal theory;* Hasiya ‘ala Sarh
Mulhat al-i'rab li-Bahraq by ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad al-Fakihi (d. 972/1564),% a
supercommentary on the afore-mentioned didactic poem on grammar by
al-HarirT, Mulhat al-i'rab; as well as further unspecified works (wa-gayrihima).
Muhammad also studied with ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Hasan b. Yahya al-Akwa’
(b. 1303/1885-86, d. 1371/1951-52)” who taught in the Gilani mosque in the
town. With him, Muhammad read again the Sarh Bahraq (see above), and
a section (Satran) of the Kitab al-Azhar by Imam al-Mahdi Ahmad b. Yahya
al-Murtada (seeabove). And lastly Isma‘lb. ‘Alib. Husayn al-Suwsuwa al-Sarafi
(b. 1310/1892-93, d. 1381/1961),*® with whom Muhammad read in the Imam
al-Mutahhar b. Muhammad b. Sulayman mosque in the al-Hita district of
Damar the following works: the popular commentary on al-Fadl b. Abtal-Sa‘'d
al-UsayfirT’s (fl. seventh/thirteenth century) Miftah al-fa’id fi ‘ilm al-fara’id
by Badr al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Nazir (d. 920/1514),
entitled Gawharat al-fara’id al-kasifli-ma‘ani Miftah al-fa’id, on inheritance law;*
the afore-mentioned Qatr al-nada of ‘Abd Allah b. Ytisufb. ‘Abd Allah al-Nahwi
(“Ibn Hisam”), together with the author’s autocommentary; the Hasiya ‘ala
Sarh Mulhat al-i'rab li-Bahraq of ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad al-Fakihi (see above);
and a portion (Satran) of ‘Abd Allah b. Ab1 1-Qasim Ibn Miftah’s (d. 877/1472)

Madaris, pp. 389-390; Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 414-417.

% Both Ibn Bahran’s al-Kdfil and Ibn Lugman’s commentary have been published repeatedly,
see bibliography. On Ibn Lugman’s commentary, see also al-Hib31, Gami* al-surith wa-l-hawast,
vol. 2, p. 1643.

‘6 On the work and its author, see al-Hib31, Gami‘ al-surith wa-l-hawasi, vol. 3, p. 2150; GAL, vol. 2,
p- 380; GALS, vol. 2, p. 512.

7 Muhammad al-Mansilr, “I§aza ‘Amma,” pp. 24-25; al-AnisT, “Ganib min al-hayat al-‘ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr,” no. 4. On him, see al-Akwa,
Madaris, p. 387.

8 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “Igaza ‘amma,” p. 25; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-‘ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr,” no. 6. On him, see al-Akwa/,
Madaris, p. 388; Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 203-207. According to Zabara, he was born
around 1316 AH. On Isma‘il, his immediate ancestors and, more generally, the Al al-Suwsuwa,
see al-MaghafT, Mawsi q, vol. 2, pp. 1071-1072.

#  On the commentary (published repeatedly), see al-Hibsi, Masadir, p. 315.
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al-Muntaza“ al-muhtar min al-Gayt al-midrar, also known as Sarh al-Azhar, a
work that is based on Ibn al-Murtada’s commentary on his al-Azhar, al-Gayt
al-midrar al-mufattih li-kama’im al-Azhar fi figh al-a’imma al-athar.*

In 1348/1929—Muhammad was by now fourteen years old—he moved to
Higrat al-DarT in the district of Yarim®' where he spent the following three
years. It seems that those years were the happiest and the most decisive
period of his childhood,’? and one of the reasons for that was Muhammad’s
teacher Isma‘l b. Muhammad b. Yahya al-‘Ansi (b. 1311/1893, d. 1392/1972)
who hailed from Damar and taught in Higrat al-Dari between the years
1339/1920-21 and 1352/1933-34.> Muhammad singles him out as his most
important teacher, after his father and paternal uncle, and adds that he
studied with him first in Higrat al-Dariin 1348/1929 and again a decade later,
around 1358/1939, in San‘d’, both in the Gami‘ al-kabir and in his home.>* In
addition to studying Qur'an and Qur’an recitation, Muhammad read with him
the following works: a section of Ibn Miftah’s afore-mentioned al-Muntaza’
al-muhtar min al-Gayt al-midrar and al-Azhar fi figh al-a’imma al-athar by Ibn
al-Murtada (see above); in grammar, Muhammad again read with him the
Hasiya ‘ala Sarh Mulhat al-i‘rab li-Bahraq by ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad al-Fakiht
(see above), and Musil al-tullab ila gawa'id al-i'rab by Halid b. ‘Abd Allah b.
Ab1 Bakr al-Azharf (b. ca. 838/1434, d. 905/1499), a didactic commentary
on the popular grammar textbook, Qawd‘id al-i'rab by Gamal al-Din Abi
Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. Yasuf b. Ahmad (“Ibn Hi$am,” b. 708/1310, d.

% On these two works, see al-HibsI, Masadir, pp. 226 (al-Muntaza’), 671 (al-Gayt); al-Kuhlani,
al-Imam al-Mahdi, pp. 122ff. Tbn Miftah’s commentary was published repeatedly, see
bibliography.

51 See al-Garas, “Lamahat.” For Higrat al-Dari and its scholars, see al-Akwa’, Higar al-‘ilm, vol. 2,
pp. 645-686 no. 131.

52 See the editors’ introduction to Muhammad al-Manstr, Lawami’, pp. 19-20. Muhammad
devoted some poems to Higrat al-DarT and his childhood experiences there, see Lawami’, pp.
70-74, 75-78, 104ff., 158-162.

% On him, see al-Akwa’, Higar al-‘ilm, vol. 2, pp. 650-651 no. 11, vol. 3, p. 1456 no. 7.

* Muhammad al-Mansir, “Igaza ‘amma,” p. 24. In “al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b.
Muhammad al-Manstr,” Isma‘l is also listed in third position, right after Muhammad’s father
and his paternal uncle. See also al-Garas, “Lamahat,” where he is the only one of Muhammad’s
teachers who is specifically mentioned. In al-AnisT’s account, Ismafl is mentioned after
the afore-mentioned teachers of al- Manstr in Damar, following their chronological order.
See al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-‘ilmiyya.” Generally for the Al al-‘Ansi, see al-Maghafi,
Mawsii‘a, vol. 4, pp. 728-732. Isma‘Tl b. Muhammad al-‘AnsT’s importance for Muhammad is
also discussed in the editors’ introduction to Muhammad al-Mansr, Lawami’, pp. 19-20.
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761/1360);> a portion of the Isagugt of Atir al-Din al-Abhari (d. 663/1264)
on logic, together with an unspecified commentary on the work,* most
probably al-Matla ‘ala Isagugi fi l-mantiq by Zakariyya’ b. Muhammad Ansar1
(b. 823/1423-24, d. 926/1520-21), which was part of the curriculum of the
madrasa al-ilmiyya;”’ the section relating to the biography of the Prophet of
the annalistic history of the world by ‘Izz al-Din Abt I-Hasan ‘Al Ibn al-Atir
(b. 555/1160, d. 630/1233), al-Kamil fT I-tarih; and numerous other works on
disciplines related to the Prophet’s biography.

Between 1351/1932and 1360/1941 Muhammad sojourned in San‘a’, where
he studied with various scholars, in the Great Mosque, in the al-Filayht and
al-Wusali mosques, and in other locations.*® Al-AnisT mentions the following
teachers for this period of Muhammad’s formation:

Yahyab. Muhammadb. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Alial-Iryanial-San‘ani (b. 1299/1882,
d. 1362/1943), a second-generation student of Muhammad b. ‘Alf al-Sawkant
(b.1173/1760,d. 1255/1834), with clear “traditionist,” anti-Hadawi leanings,”
with whom Muhammad studied Gar Allah al-ZamahsarTs (b. 467/1075,
d. 538/1144) exegetical work al-Kassaf ‘an haqa’iq al-tanzil in its entirety,®
together with commentaries on the work by ‘Alt b. Muhammad al-Sayyid

% Published, see bibliography. On the Musil al-tullab and its author, see also EI3, Fasc. 2008-1, pp.
176-178 (Thomas Bauer); Sadan, Subjunctive Mood, Appendix B 2.6 (p. 321). For Ibn Hi$am as a
grammarian, see also Sadan, Subjunctive Mood, Appendix B 2.29 (pp. 328-329). An autograph
of the commentary is preserved in the Maktabat al-Ahqaf in Tarim; cf. al-Hibs1, Masadir, p.
403.

¢ While al-Anisi (“Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”) relates that al-Mansiir studied both
igaza. See Muhammad al-Mansir, “I§aza ‘amma,” p. 24.

7 See al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 405 (“al-mantiq no. 2”). An edition of the commentary is included
in Sarh Isagigi fi I-mantiq, wa-yalihi Hasiyat Qalyiibi ‘ala I-Matla Sarh Tsagagt li-Sayh al-Islam
Zakariyy@ al-Ansdri, tasnif al-'Allama Sihab al-Din Ahmad b. Salama al-Qalyibi (Beirut 2017).

%5 For these mosques, see Kopp and Wirth, Beitrdge zur Stadtgeographie von Sana’a, pp. 88-89;
al-Hagar1, Masagid San'@, pp. 99, 138.

® Muhammad al-Mansiir, “Igaza ‘@mma,” p. 25; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansar,” no. 8. On him, see al-Wagih,
Aflam, pp. 1152-1153 no. 1217; al-Akwa’, Madaris, pp. 418-420; Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010),
pp. 690-699; Messick, Shari‘a Scripts, pp. 96-97; Haykel, Revival and Reform, pp. 199-200; for the
Al al-Iryani, including a list of Yahya’s sons, see al-MaqghalfT, Mawsii‘a, vol. 1, pp. 56-59.

% For al-ZamahSari’s al-Kassaf, see Lane, A Traditional Mu tazilite Qur'’an Commentary; Ullah,
Al-Kashshaf.
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al-Sarif al-Gurgani (d. 816/1413),* Sa'd al-Din Mas‘Gid b. ‘Umar al-Taftazani (d.
793/1390),%2 and al-Sirag al-Din Abt Hafs ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Umar
al-FarisT al-Qazwini (d. 745/1344).%* He also read with his teacher a portion of
a commentary on the afore-mentioned Gayat al-su'l fi ‘ilm al-usil, a work on
legal theory by al-Husayn b. al-Imam al-Mansiir al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. ‘Alt
(b.999/1591, d. 1050/1640) that was widely read among the Zaydis of Yemen.
The commentary in question may have been the author’s autocommentary,
entitled Hidayat al-‘uqilila Gayat al-su’lfi ‘ilm al-usiil (see above).* Inaddition, he
studied with him portions of Subul al-salam Sarh Buliig al-maram, acommentary
by the Yemeni “traditionist” Muhammad b. Ismail al-Amir al-San‘ani
(b. 1099/1688, d. 1182/1768) on Ibn Hagar al-‘Asqalani’s (b. 773/1372, d.
852/1449) Bulig al-maram min adillat al-ahkam, a collection of hadits with legal
content;® portions of Nayl al-awtar Sarh Muntaqa al-ahbar by Muhammad b.
‘Alf al-Sawkani, another comprehensive manual of hadit-based legal rulings
which the author had completed in 1210/1795;% portions of al-Rawd al-nadir
Sarh al-Magmii‘ al-kabir by Saraf al-Din al-Husayn b. Ahmad al-Sayagi al-Haymi
al-San‘ant (b. 1180/1766, d. 1221/1806), a commentary on the Magmu' Zayd
b. ‘Al The three works by Muhammad b. Ismal al-San‘ani, al-Sawkani and
al-Husayn b. Ahmad al-Sayagi epitomize the anti-HadawT outlook of Yemeni
traditionalism. Additional titles Muhammad al-Manstr studied with Yahya
b. Muhammad al-Iryani were Ibn Miftah’s afore-mentioned al-Muntaza’

81 See Lane, A Traditional Mu tazilite Qur’an Commentary, pp. 308-309.
62 See Lane, A Traditional Mu tazilite Qur'an Commentary, pp. 306-307.
8 Al-Kasf ‘an muskilat al-Kassaf; see Lane, A Traditional Mu tazilite Qur'an Commentary, p. 303.

¢ Another commentary on the Gayat al-sul which is also attested in several Yemeni libraries
is Diya’ man rama l-wusl ila tawdih hafiyyat Hidayat al-‘uqil, by Ahmad b. Ishaq b. Ibrahim b.
al-Imam al-Mahdi Ahmad (d. 1158/1745). See al-Hibs1, Gami* al-surith wa-I-hawast, vol. 2, p.
1480.

% Published, see bibliography. For Muhammad b. Isma‘ll and his approach to the Sunni hadit
tradition, see Brown, Canonization, pp. 314-318. Brown describes him as “one of the most
fearlessly iconoclastic hadith scholars in Islamic history” (ibid., p. 316). See also al-Hibsi,
“Muhammad b. Isma‘Tl al-Amir al-San‘ani”; Haykel and Zysow, “What Makes a Madhab a
Madhab,” pp. 356-358 and passim. For Muhammad b. Isma‘il’s thought, see also Dallal, Islam
without Europe, passim.

% The work has been published repeatedly. For those two rule-bearing hadit collections, Subul
al-salam and Nayl al-awtdr, see also Messick, SharT'a Scripts, p. 113.

¢ Published (see bibliography). On the work and its author, see al-Wagth, A'lam, pp. 362-363 no.
355; Zabara, Nayl al-watar, vol. 1, pp. 366-374 no. 177; Messick, Shari‘a Scripts, pp. 115, 437 n.
56.
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al-muhtar min al-Gayt al-midrar; the majority of Part One of Imam al-Mahd1
li-Din Allah Ahmad b. Yahya al-Murtada’s (d. 840/1436-37) al-Bahr al-zahhar
al-gami' li-madahib ‘ulama’ al-amsar, a multivolume encyclopedia of figh.*® The
first, introductory part of the work contains several textual units devoted to
doctrine, viz. Kitab al-Qala’id fi tashih al-‘aqa’id,* to the subtleties of kalam, viz.
Kitab Riyadat al-afham fi latif al-kalam,” and to legal theory, viz. Mi'yar al-‘uqiil
f1 ilm al-usal.”* All three works were also transmitted and commented upon
independently.

‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Karim b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Alf b. Husayn
al-Girafi al-San‘ani (b. 1319/1901, d. 1397/1976 or 1401/1980-81),”* with
whom Muhammad studied the Kitab al-Amali by Imam al-Muayyad bi-1lah
Ahmad b. al-Husayn al-Buthani (b. 333/944, d. 411/1020),” Durar al-ahadit
al-nabawiyya bi-l-asanid al-yahyawiyya, compiled by the seventh/thirteenth-
century scholar ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Hamza b. Abi1-Nagm al-Sa‘d1 (d.
647/1249),* a portion of the Kitab al-Amali by Imam al-Natiq bi-1-Haqq Abu
Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn al-Hartni (b. 340/951-52, d. 424/1033),” about half
of the Amalt Ahmad b. Tsa b. Zayd al-Husayni (b. 157/773, d. 247/861) in the

8 published repeatedly, see bibliography. For the present study, I have used the edition of
Muhammad Muhammad Tamir (Beirut 1422/2001).

® Ibn al-Murtada, al-Bahr al-zahhar, vol. 1, pp. 52-113. See also al-Kuhlani, al-Imam al-Mahdk, pp.
116-117.

7 Tbn al-Murtada, al-Bahr al-zahhar, vol. 1, pp. 114-189. See also al-Kuhlant al-Imam al-Mahdr, pp.
118-119.

' Tbn al-Murtada, al-Bahr al-zahhar, vol. 1, pp. 190-399. See also al-Kuhlani, al-Imam al-Mahdf, p.
121. Tbn al-Murtada also wrote an autocommentary on the Mi'yar, Minhag al-wusil ila Mi‘yar
al-‘uqul fi ‘ilm al-usial which is published (see bibliography).

2 Muhammad al-Mansur, “Igaza ‘amma,” p. 25 (the editors here mention 1397AH as his year
of death); al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”; “al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b.
Muhammad al-Manstr,” no. 9. On him, see al-Akwa’, Higar al-‘ilm, vol. 1, pp. 368-369 no. 8 (9
DG 1-Qa‘da 1397 AH is mentioned here as date of his death); al-Wagih, Alam, p. 595 no. 604
(1401 AH is given as year of death); al-Akwa’, Madaris, pp. 426-428; Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar
(2010), pp. 405-407 (no year of death mentioned). ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Giraff is the
author of some works on history, viz. Min tarih al-Yaman al-hadit wa-I-mu‘dsir fi l-qarn al-sabi’
‘aSar and al-Mugtataf min tarth al-Yaman, which are published (see bibliography). See also
Sayyid, Sources, p. 366. For the Al al-Girafi, see al-Maghafi, Mawsii‘a, vol. 1, pp. 574-576.

7 See al-Husayni, Mu'allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 152 no. 402. The work has been published
repeatedly.

74 Published, see bibliography. On the work, see also al-Hibsi, Masadir, p. 597 no. 24.

75 The work, in the recension of al-Qadi Sams al-Din Ga‘far b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Salam al-Buhliilt
(“Qadi Ga'far,” d. 573/1177) with the title Taysir al-matalib min [fi] Amali Abt Talib, has been
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recension of Muhammad b. Mansiir b. Yazid al-Muradi (alive in 252/866),”¢
and further, the Kitab al-Dikr by Muhammad b. Mansiir b. Yazid al-Muradi,”
the six major Sunni hadit collections in their entirety, and a biography
of the Prophet Muhammad, Bahdat al-mahafil wa-bugyat al-amatil fi talhis
al-siyar wa-l-mu‘gizat wa-l-Sama’il, by Abti Zakariyya' ‘Imad al-Din Yahya b.
Abi Bakr Muhammad b. Yahya al-‘AmirT al-Tihami al-Hanaft (d. 893/1488),”
and this in addition to numerous other works by ST and non-SiT authors,
comprehensive works as well as shorter ones. ‘Abd Allah al-Giraff is also
reported to have issued an igaza ‘amma to Muhammad al-Mansiir.

With Muhammad b. $alih b. Sams al-Din al-Buhlali (b. 1324/1906, d.
1404/1984)” Muhammad al-Manstr studied the following four commentaries
and supercommentaries on Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-QazwinT’s (d.
739/1338) Talhis al-miftah fTl-ma‘ant wa-1-bayan, the popular work on rhetoric,
which in turn was based on Part Three of Sirag al-Din Yasuf al-Sakkaki’s (b.
555/1160, d. 626/1229) Miftah al-‘uliim, focussing on ‘ilm al-ma‘ant wa-l-bayan:®
Sarh Talhis al-miftah (al-Mutawwal) by Sa‘'d al-Din MasGd b. ‘Umar al-Taftazani
(d. 793/1390), the glosses by Muhammad b. Muhammad ‘Arafa al-Dastiqt (d.
1230/1815) on al-Taftazant’s commentary on the Talhis;®* Mawahib al-fattah fi
Sarh Talhis al-miftah by Abt I-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Muhammad Ibn
Ya'qub al-Magribi (d. 1128/1716),%2 and ‘Ars al-afrah Sarh Talhis al-Miftah, by

published repeatedly. For the work, see also Kohlberg, Medieval Muslim Scholar, pp. 110-111
no. 29.

76 On Ahmad b. Tsa, see Enclslam, vol. 3, pp. 249-252 (H. Ansari). The work has been published
twice, under the titles Kitab al-Ulim and Kitab Ra’b al-sad* (see bibliography). See also
MusawI-Nigad, Turdt al-Zaydiyya, pp. 51-52. For Muhammad b. Manstr b. Yazid al-Muradyi,
see Madelung, Imam al-Qdsim ibn Ibrahim, pp. 80ff.

77 Published, see bibliography.

¢ Published, see bibliogaphy. On the work, see also al-Hibsi, Masadir, p. 98; GAL, vol. 2, p. 225;
GALS, vol. 2, p. 225; Robinson, Islamic Historiography, p. 66.

7 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “I§aza ‘@amma,” pp. 25-26; al-AnisT, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansar,” no. 10. On him, see al-Akwa’,
Madaris, pp. 430-431; Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), p. 574.

8% See GAL, vol. 1, pp. 353-354; GALS, vol. 2, pp. 516-517. On al-QazwinT’s Talhis al-miftah, see, e.g.,
Jenssen, Subtleties and Secrets.

8 The two works have been published as Hada I-gild al-awwal min hasiyat al-‘allama al-muhaqqiq
al-Sayh Muhammad b. Muhammad ‘Arafa al-Dasiiqi ‘ald Sarh al-‘allima Sa‘d al-Din al-Taftazani ‘ala
matn al-Talhis ma‘a l-Sarh al-madkar fi hami$iha ‘ala l-tamam (Istanbul 1301[/1884]).

82 Published, see bibliography. All four commentaries have been published together as Muhtasar
al-‘Allama Sa‘d al-Din al-Taftazant ‘ala Talhts al-miftah li-l-Imam al-Hatib al-Qazwini. Wa-Mawahib

32



Traditional Yemeni Scholarship amidst Political Turmoil and War

Baha’ al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-KafT al-Subki (b. 719/1319, d. 772/1370-
1).8 Moreover, Muhammad also studied with this teacher two commentaries
on the afore-mentioned al-Kafil bi-nayl al-su’l fi ‘ilm al-usal by Muhammad b.
Yahya Bahran al-Sa‘'d7 (d. 957/1550),% namely Sarh al-Kafil bi-nayl al-su’l by
Ahmad b. Muhammad Ibn Lugman (see above), and Sifa’ al-galil al-sa’il bi-ma
tahmiluhu I-Kafil by ‘Ali b. Salah b. ‘Al b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-TabarT
(d. 1071/1661).°

With Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Muhammad Zabara (b. 1325/1908, d.
1421/2000),** Muhammad al-Mansiir read Taysir al-wusil ila Gami‘ al-usiil
by the Yemeni SafiT scholar ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Al b. Muhammad b. ‘Umar
al-Dayba‘ (b. 866/1461, d. 944/1537), a hadit work based on the Gami* al-usiil
fi ahadit al-rasal by Magd al-Din Abt 1-Sa‘adat al-Mubarak b. Muhammad
Ibn al-Atir (b. 544/1149, d. 606/1209).*” During the lessons, Ahmad’s father,
the prominent historian Muhammad b. Muhammad Zabara (b. 1301/1883,
d. 1380/1961),*® was also present, and both father and son respectively
issued an igaza ‘amma to Muhammad al-Mansiir. With Ahmad Zabara,

al-fattah fi $arh Talhis al-miftah li-l-muhaqqiq Ibn Ya'qub al-Magribi. Wa-‘Arts al-afrah fi Sarh Talhis
al-miftah li-l-Imam Baha’ al-Din al-Subki al-Misri. Wa-bi-hamisihi Kitab al-Idah fi ‘ulam al-balaga
li-mw’allif al-Talhis, ga‘alahu ka-1-Sarh lahu. Wa-bi-I-hamis aydan Hasiyat al-‘Allama al-Dastiqi ‘ald
Sarh al-Sa‘d al-madkir (Biilag 1317[/1899-1900]-1318[/1900-01]).

% Published, see bibliography.

8 See GALS, vol. 2, p. 557.

% Published, see bibliography. On this commentary and its author, see al-Wagih, A'lam, pp. 686-
687.

8 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “Igaza ‘amma,” p. 26; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-‘ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansur,” no. 11. For Ahmad Zabara,
who in 1967 was appointed to the newly created position of grand mufti, the chief religious
authority in Yemen, see also http://al-bab.com/albab-orig/albab/bys/obits/zabara.htm
(accessed February 28, 2018). Zabara’s ijaza ‘amma, issued to the Indian scholar Mohammad
Akram Nadawi and dated 3 Ragab 1418/4 November 1997, has been published in Haykel,
Order and Righteousness, pp. 375-377. For an analysis, see also Haykel, Revival and Reform, pp.
197-200.

¥ The work has been published repeatedly. For the author and the work, see GAL, vol. 1, p.
357; vol. 2, p. 401; GALS, vol. 1, p. 608; Sayyid, Sources, pp. 200-205; EI2, vol. 3, p. 746 (C. van
Arendonk[/G. Rentz]).

8 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “I§aza ‘dmma,” p. 26; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya.” On
him, see Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 633-634; al-Akwa’, Higar al-ilm, vol. 2, pp. 588-602
no. 12; Sayyid, Sources, pp. 320-322. See also al-Hibsi, Fihris, pp. 190-244, for a catalogue of
Muhammad Zabara’s personal manuscript library. For the Al Zabara, including Muhammad
and Ahmad b. Muhammad, see also al-Maghafi, Mawsii‘a, vol. 2, pp. 596-600.
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Muhammad also studied, both in San‘a’ and in Ta‘izz, numerous other works
in the fields of prophetic tradition, exegesis and other disciplines. These
included a portion of Muhammad b. Abi Bakr b. Muhammad al-HabisT’s (d.
801/1398) commentary on the Kafiya by Ibn al-Hagib on grammar, entitled
al-Muwassah,® and major parts of al-Ahkam fi I-halal wa-l-haram, by Imam
al-Had1 ila 1-Haqq Yahya b. al-Husayn (d. 298/911).°

Hasan b. ‘AlT b. Husayn b. Hasan al-Magribi (b. 1308/1890, d. 1367/1947-
48)"* was a teacher with whom Muhammad read the “Magmi’ Zayd b. ‘Ali,”
a collection allegedly containing the doctrinal writings of Imam Zayd b.
‘AlTb. al-Husayn (b. 75/694-95, d. 122/740);** also the Usul al-ahkam fi I-halal
wa-l-haram, by Imam al-Mutawakkil ‘ala llah Ahmad b. Sulayman al-Hasan1
al-Yamani (r. 532/1138-566/1170);” the complete Sahih al-Buhari (twice) and
Sahih Muslim, that is, al-Gami‘ al-musnad al-sahih by Muhammad b. Isma‘il
al-Buhari(b.194/810,d.256/870) and al-Gami"al-sahih of Abii l-Husayn Muslim
b. al-Haggag b. Muslim al-Qusayri al-Naysabart (d. 261/875),* in addition
to the collections of traditions (Sunan) of Muhammad b. Tsa al-Tirmidi (d.
279/892) and Muhammad b. Yazid al-Qazwini Ibn Maga (d. 273/886) in their
entirety, as well as other works in various disciplines. Hasan b. ‘Al al-Magribt
also issued an igaza ‘amma for Muhammad al-Mansir.

® Published, see bibliography. For the work, see also GALS, vol. 1, p. 352. For Ibn al-Hagib as a
grammarian, see Sadan, Subjunctive Mood, Appendix B, 2.28 (p. 328).

% See al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, pp. 80-81 no. 174. The work has been published
repeatedly.

%8 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “Igaza ‘Amma,” p. 26; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-‘ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr,” no. 12. On him, see Zabara,
Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 248-250. For Hasan b. ‘Al and his branch of the Al al-Magribi, see
also al-MaqhafT, Mawsi‘a, vol. 6, pp. 627-629. His father, ‘AlT b. Husayn al-Magribi al-San‘ani,
had issued an igaza to ‘Abd al-Wasi' b. Yahya al-Wasi‘, see al-WasiT, al-Durr al-farid, pp. 33-
34.

%2 Published as Zayd b. ‘Ali, Magmi‘ kutub wa-rasa’il (see bibliography). These are evidently not
authentic and rather originate partly with the early Kufan Zaydiyya and partly with the
Yemeni Zaydiyya, who claimed that Zayd b. ‘Ali’s theological thought agreed with the views
of the Mu'tazila; see Strothmann, “Das Problem der literarischen Persénlichkeit Zaid b. ‘Ali”;
EI2, vol. 11, pp. 473-474 (W. Madelung).

% See al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, pp. 126-127 no. 318; GALS, vol. 1, p. 699 no. 2. The
work has been published, see bibliography.

% On the two works and their later transmission, see Brown, Canonization. For the commentary
tradition on the Sahih al-Buhari, see also Blecher, Said the Prophet of God.
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With ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Ali b. ‘Ali b. Ahmad al-Yamani (b. 1301/1884, d.
1392/1972)% and ‘Al b. Muhammad b. Ahmad [b.] Ibrahim (b. 1302/1885,
d. 1396/1976),”* Muhammad studied many of the “writings of the family
[of the Prophet]” (kutub al-al), i.e., of the Zaydi imams, and both teachers
respectively issued an igaza ‘amma to him.

Muhammad al-Mansiir also attended the lessons of Ahmad b. Ahmad b.
Muhammad b. ‘Alf al-Girafi (b. 1307/1889-90, d. 1405/1985),”” during which
the latter’s son, Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Ahmad al-Girafi (b. 1339/1921 or
1349/1930-31, d. 7),”® read aloud (bi-imld@’ waladihi) the work that was being
studied, namely al-Husayn b. Ahmad al-Sayagi al-Haymi al-San‘ant’s (b.
1180/1766, d. 1221/1806) afore-mentioned commentary on the Magmi‘ of
Zaydb. ‘Ali(b.75/694-95,d.122/740), entitled al-Rawd al-nadir Sarh al-Magmu*
al-kabir. Father and son respectively issued an igaza ‘dmma to Muhammad
al-Mansr.

Ahmadb. ‘AlTb. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Kuhlani (b. 1308/1890, d. 1386/1966)*°
was the teacher with whom Muhammad al-Mansiir studied Part One of Sarh

 Muhammad al-Mansir, “I§aza ‘amma,” p. 26; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansir,” no. 13. On him, see Zabara,
Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 403-405; al-Maghaft, Mawsi a, vol. 7, pp. 593-594 no. 4.

% Muhammad al-Mansiir, “Igaza ‘4mma,” p. 26; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansur,” no. 14. His full name is ‘Ali
b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ahmad b. Isma‘1l b. Ibrahim b. al-Mahdi b.
Muhammad b. al-Mahdib. Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. al-Imam al-Qasim b. Muhammad; see below,
Chapter Four. On him, see al-Akwa’, Higar al-ilm, vol. 2, pp. 961-962 no. 15. As had been the
case with many other Yemeni scholars, ‘All b. Muhammad bequeathed parts of his personal
collection of manuscripts to the Maktabat al-awqaf. This is the case, for example, with
MS Maktabat al-awqaf 442, which he presented as a wagf to the library in 1395/1975 (see
al-Ruqayhi [et al.], Fihrist, p. 240), and with MS Maktabat al-awqaf, 1303 (see ibid., pp. 1224-
1225).

” Muhammad al-Mansiir, “Igaza ‘4mma,” p. 26; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr,” no. 15. On him, see al-Akwa,
Higar al-‘ilm, vol. 1, pp. 366-367 no. 7; Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 56-58; al-Maghafi,
Mawsii‘a, vol. 1, p. 576 no. 1.

% Muhammad al-Mansiir, “Igaza ‘@mma,” p. 26; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr,” no. 16. On him, see Zabara,
Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 545-546; al-Akwa’, Higar al-‘ilm, vol. 1, pp. 370-371.

® Muhammad al-Mansiir, “I§aza ‘@mma,” p. 27; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansar,” no. 18. On him, see al-Akwa/,
Madaris, pp. 422-423; Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 116-118; al-Maghafi, Mawsii a, vol. 5,
p. 606.
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al-Tagrid fi figh al-imamayn al-a’zamayn al-Qasim b. Ibrahim wa-hafidihi al-Hadt
Yahyab.al-HusaynbyImamal-Mu’ayyadbi-11ah Ahmadb.al-Husaynal-Buthani
(b. 333/944, d. 411/1020)—both the Tagrid as well as the commentary are
composed by al-Mu’ayyad;'® Sifa’ al-awamm fi ahadit al-ahkam of Saraf al-Din
al-Husayn b. Badr al-Din (d. 662/1263-64 or 663/1264-65), the author of
the renowned dogmatic work Kitab Yanabi" al-nastha fT I-‘aqa’id al-sahtha;'**
al-Husayn b. al-Imam al-Manstr al-Qasim b. Muhammad’s afore-mentioned
Hidayat al-‘uqil ila Gayat al-su’l fi ilm al-usiil; and significant portions of Imam
al-Mahdi Ahmad b. Yahya al-Murtada’s al-Bahr al-zahhar (see above); as
well as other unspecified works. Muhammad al-Manstr specifies that he
studied with this teacher in the Great Mosque (al-gami" al-kabir), the madrasa
al-‘ilmiyya, and the Wusali mosque.

‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Muhsin b. Husayn al-Sarhi (b. 1318/1901, d.
1409/1989),'2 an expert on grammar (“Sibawayh zamanihi,” as Muhammad
al-Manstr refers to him'®), also taught Muhammad al-Husayn b. al-Imam
al-Manstir al-Qasim b. Muhammad’s Hidayat al-‘uqul ila Gayat al-su’l, in
addition to al-ZamahSarT's al-Kassaf, and Lutf Allah Muhammad al-Giyat
al-ZufayrT’s (d. 1035/1626) commentary on the Safiya fi ilm al-tasrif by Gamal
al-Din Abl ‘Amr ‘Utman b. ‘Umar b. al-Hagib al-Kurdi (d. 646/1249), entitled
al-Manahil al-safiya fi kasf ma‘ant al-Safiya.” Muhammad al-Mansir later
composed a poem in praise of this teacher.'®

With Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad al-Kibsi (b. 1296/1878-79, d.
1366/1947),'° Muhammad al-Mansir read al-Husayn b. Ahmad al-Sayagi

10 Both the Tagrid and the Sarh al-Tagrid have been published (see bibliography).

11 On the Sifa’ and its author, see al-Wagth, A‘lam, pp. 390-392.

12 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “I§aza ‘amma,” p. 27; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansar,” no. 22. On him, see al-Akwa’,
Madaris, pp. 425-426; al-MaghafT, Mawsii q, vol. 2, p. 832 no. 2.

103 See also al-Iryani, Mudakkirat, vol. 1, p. 72, where this teacher is similarly described as “wa-
kana min agwad al-asatida thatatan bi-‘ulim al-‘arabiyya.”

14 See al-Hibsi, Gami al-$urith wa-1-hawdsi, vol. 2, p. 1245. Another manuscript copy of the work
is preserved in a private library in San‘@, and a digital surrogate is accessible at http://pudl.
princeton.edu/objects/w66344377 (accessed February 28, 2018). For additional manuscripts
of the work, see al-Wagih, A‘lam, pp. 796-798 no. 853, esp. p. 798. Both the Mandhil and al-Safiya
have been published (see bibliography).

105 Muhammad al-Manstir, Lawami', pp. 209-210.
16 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “I§aza ‘amma,” p. 27; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansar,” no. 21. On him, see al-Akwa/,
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al-HaymTi's afore-mentioned al-Rawd al-nadir Sarh al-Magmu"“ al-kabir and
other books of prophetic traditions; and with ‘Alf b. Muhammad b. IsmaTl
Fudda (b. 1299/1881-82 or 1301/1883-84, d. 1395/1975),'” he studied
al-ZamahSarT's al-Kas$af (see above), and other works. Muhammad b. ‘Abd
Allah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Gindari al-San‘ani (b. 1293/1876, d. 1376/1956)'%
was a teacher with whom Muhammad al-Mansiir read primarily theological
works (ustl al-din), and with Ahmad b. Yahya b. Ahmad b. Yahya al-Maswar1
(d. 1368/1949)** Muhammad studied (both in the Great Mosque and in the
masgid al-ilmi in San‘'@) the following works: an unspecified commentary
on the concise credal work, al-Iqd al-tamin fi ma'rifat Rabb al-‘dlamin by Saraf
al-Din al-Husayn b. Badr al-Din (d. 662/1263-64 or 663/1264-65).'° The
commentary in question may have either been Hasiya ‘ala I-‘Iqd al-tamin by
the “traditionist” scholar Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Gindari
(b.1279/1863,d.1337/1919),"" or Sarh al-‘Iqd al-tamin by Muhammad b. Yahya
b. Ahmad Mada‘is al-San‘ani (b. 1295/1878, d. 1351/1933);*? an unspecified
commentary on the theological work Kitab al-Asas li-‘aqa’id al-akyas fi ma rifat
rabb al-‘alamin by Muhammad al-Mansiir’s ancestor, Imam al-Manstr
al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. ‘Al1.'** Among the possible candidates, Ahmad b.
Muhammad b. Salah al-Saraft’s (d. 1055/1646) Sifa’ sudiir al-nds bi-Sarh al-Asds

Madaris, p. 417; Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 110-113; al-Maghafi, Mawsii‘a, vol. 5, pp.
576-577 no. 2; al-Iryant, Mudakkirat, vol. 1, p. 73.

107 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “I§aza ‘amma,” p. 27; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr,” no. 30. On him, see al-Akwa,
Madaris, p. 421; al-Maghafi, Mawsii‘a, vol. 5, p. 118 no. 1; al-Akwa’, Higar al-ilm, vol. 2, pp. 614-
615 no. 4; al-Iryani, Mudakkirat, vol. 1, pp. 72-73.

198 Al-Anist, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”; Muhammad al-Mansiir, “I§aza ‘amma,” pp. 27-
28; “al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansir,” no. 32, On him, see Zabara,
Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 585-587. For the Al al-Gindari, see al-Maghafi, Mawsii‘a, vol. 1, pp.
705-706.

19 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “I§aza ‘amma,” p. 28; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansir,” no. 33. On him, see Zabara,
Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), p. 176; for the different branches of the Banii I-Maswarf, see al-Maghafi,
Mawsii‘a, vol. 6, pp. 380-384, for Ahmad b. Yahya, see ibid., p. 383.

10 pyblished (see bibliography).
111 On the author, see Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 101-109; al-WasiT, al-Durr al-farid, p. 7.

12 On the author, see Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 658-660. For commentaries on the ‘Iqd
al-tamin, see also al-Hibsi, Gami‘ al-Surith wa-I-hawast, vol. 2, pp. 1391-1392.

113 published repeatedly (see bibliography).
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is the most likely candidate;"* another possibility would be ‘Iddat al-akyas ft
Sarh ma‘ani al-Asds, by the same commentator;'** further, al-Masabih by Abt
I-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Ibrahim b. Hasan al-Hasani (fl. first half of the fourth/
tenth century), a biographical work devoted to the lives of the imams;!*¢ Ibn
Miftah’s afore-mentioned al-Muntaza“ al-muhtar min al-Gayt al-midrar (Sarh
al-Azhar), and Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Muhammad al-NazirT’s Gawharat
al-far@’id al-kasif li-ma‘ani Miftah al-fa’id (see above).

Another teacher with whom Muhammad al-Manstr studied both at
the Madrasa al-Samsiyya in Damar and at the Madrasa al-‘ilmiyya in San‘@
was ‘Abd al-Wahhab b. Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Samahi (b. 1289/1872-73,
d. 1357/1938),"7 who had also been the teacher of Muhammad’s father
and uncles (see above). Muhammad attended his lessons on Ibn Miftah’s
al-Muntaza“ al-muhtar min al-Gayt al-midrar (Sarh al-Azhar) (see above). During
his later life, Muhammad al-Mansir seems to have been close to his teacher’s
son, ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Samahi al-Mugahid, as he wrote a
poem in his memory on the occasion of his demise, on 10 RabT I 1406/23
November 1985.11

There are other scholars Muhammad al-Manstr studied with at different
times and in various locations: these are ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman
b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Sudumi (b. 1271/1854, d. 1364/1945),"* who
taught the Sahth Muslim (see above) in the maglis of al-Amir ‘AlT b. ‘Abd Allah,
“al-wazir bi-Ta'izz,” which Muhammad attended. In Hamr, a village located
to the south of Hiit, Muhammad read with Husayn b. Muhammad b. Muhsin

14 This commentary (published, see bibliography) was part of the curriculum at the madrasa
al-‘ilmiyya; see al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 404. See al-Hibs$1, Masadir, pp. 691-692.

15 Published (see bibliography).

ue published as al-Masabih fi [-sira wa-1-tarih (see bibliography). On this work, see Sayyid, Sources,
p. 84.

W Muhammad al-Mansiir, “Ig3aza ‘amma,” p. 27. He is not listed in al-AnisT’s account.

118 Muhammad al-Mansar, Lawami', pp. 155-157.

19 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “I§aza ‘amma,” p. 27; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansir,” no. 28. On him, see Zabara,
Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 453-454; al-Akwa’, Higar al-‘ilm, vol. 2, p. 942 no. 2; on him and
the Al al-Sudumi, see also al-Maghafi, Mawsii‘a, vol. 2, pp. 816-817. ‘AlT b. Ahmad al-Sudumi
was also among the teachers of ‘Abd al-Wasi' b. Yahya al-Wasi'T for whom he issued an igaza
‘amma which is quoted in ‘Abd al-Wasis al-Durr al-farid, pp. 9, 45-61.
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Hin$ [Hana$]'* Gar Allah al-ZamahsarT’s al-Kassaf, and with one Saraf Hing
[Hanag]** he studied during the early 1350s (1931 or later)'? in the Friday
mosque of Hamr'? Ibn Miftah’s afore-mentioned al-Muntaza“ al-muhtar
min al-Gayt al-midrar (Sarh al-Azhar), as well as Muhammad b. Ahmad b.
Muhammad al-NazirT's Gawharat al-fara’id al-kasif li-ma‘ani Miftah al-fa’id (see
above). Among his fellow students in Hamr were al-Husayn b. Muhsin Dis,
Lutf b. Muhammad b. Muhsin Hin$ [Hana$], and Ahmad b. Muhsin al-‘Ans,
who hailed from Barat.'* Muhammad also regularly attended the teaching
sessions (magalis al-tadris) of Imam Ahmad b. Yahya Hamid al-Din (r. 1948-
1962 CE),'* who ordered that an igaza be issued to him.

Muhammad al-Mansir also received igazas from the following scholars:
‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Bari’ al-Ahdal (b. 1250/1834, d.
?7)1%—as will be seen, Muhammad apparently studied with him between the
years 1363/1944 and 1370/1950-51 (see below, Chapter Three, ZMT 01374);
‘Al b. Muhammad al-AgrT (b. 1320/1902, d. 1407/1987);'¥ Muhammad b.
Salim al-Bayhani (b. 1326/1908, d. 1391/1971);'® and Muhammad b. ‘Abd

120 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “Igaza ‘@mma,” p. 27; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansar,” no. 23.

”, «

121 Al-Anist, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”; “al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad
al-Mansir,” no. 24. The identity of these two, Husayn b. Muhammad and Saraf, remains
uncertain. For the various branches of the Al al-Hin31 [Hana3], see al-Maghafi, Mawsii‘a, vol.
1, pp. 1137-1138.

122 See Muhammad al-Manstr, Lawami', p. 102 . 2.

123 See al-Hagar1, Magm', p. 310.

124 See Muhammad al-Manstir, Lawami', p. 102 n. 2. For Barat, located to the North-East of San'@,
see al-Hagari, Magmu', pp. 107-115.

125 Muhammad al-Manstr, “I§aza ‘amma,” p. 26; al-AnisT, “Ganib min al-hayat al-‘ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr,” no. 17. For Ahmad’s maglis
in Ta‘izz during his time as representative of Imam Yahya, see Taminian, “Persuading the
Monarchs,” p. 216.

126 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “I§3za ‘amma,” p. 27; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya.” On
him, see Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), p. 372; al-Akwa’, Higar al-ilm, vol. 4, p. 2018. For the
Ban 1-Ahdal, see al-Maghafi, Mawsii‘a, vol. 1, pp. 156-163.

17 Muhammad al-Manstr, “Igaza ‘amma,” p. 27. On him, see al-Maghafi, Mawsi‘a, vol. 4, pp.
225-226 no. 4; for the Al al-'AgrT, see ibid., pp. 225-227. Muhammad b. ‘Ali is the author of the
multi-volume exegetical work Miftah al-sa‘ada (published, see bibliography). For a study of
this work and its author, see Schwarb, “Mu'tazilism in a 20th-Century Qur'’an Commentary.”

18 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “I§aza ‘amma,” p. 27; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al-ilmiyya”;
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr,” no. 31. On him, see also Zabara,
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Allah al-Haddar (b. 1340/1922, d. 1418/1997)—Muhammad al-Mansir in
turn also issued an igaza ‘amma to al-Haddar (wa-agazant wa-agaztuhu igaza
‘amma).'?

% % %k %

The account of Muhammad al-Mansiir’s formation shows him to be a
typical representative of the Zaydi elite during the first half of the twentieth
century. The central academic discipline that appears throughout his
formative education is Zaydi-Hadaw figh, followed by the “five sciences”
(‘ulam hamsa) as stipulated by Imam al-Mahdi li-Din Allah Ahmad b.
Yahya al-Murtada (d. 840/1436-37) in the mugaddama of his Kitab al-Azhar
(and reinforced again by his twentieth-century commentator al-‘Ansi) as
indispensible for the mugtahid—the Arabic language (‘ilm al-‘arabiyya min
nahw wa-tasrif wa-luga), the Qur'an (‘ilm al-ayat al-mutadammina li-l-ahkam
al-ar‘iyya), the Sunna of the Prophet Muhammad, issues about which there
existed ajuristic consensus (al-masa’il allatiwaqa‘a l-igma‘ ‘alayha) and, finally,
legal theory (‘ilm usul al-figh)—and these in addition to the science of isnad
criticism (‘ilm al-garh wa-l-ta'dil) and doctrine (usal al-din).*® A somewhat
different study program for mugtahids had been laid down by Muhammad b.
‘Ali al-Sawkani at the turn of the nineteenth century in his pedagogical work
Adab al-talab wa-muntaha al-arab, together with lists of titles he recommended
for each field of study. The disciplines he considers to be indispensible for
a mugtahid mutlag are grammar (‘ilm al-nahw), a basic knowledge of logic
(al-mantiq), morphology (‘ilm al-sarf), rhetoric (ilm al-ma‘ant wa-l-bayan),
semiology and argumentation (fann al-wad" wa-fann al-munazara), the
science of figures of speech (‘ilm al-badr), dictionaries (mu’allafat al-luga),
logic (‘ilm al-mantiq), legal theory (fann usil al-figh), theology (fann al-kalam
al-musamma bi-usil al-din), Qur'an exegesis (‘ilm al-tafsir), the Sunna of the
Prophet (‘ilm al-sunna al-mutahhara), isnad criticism (‘ilm al-garh wa-I-ta'dil),

Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 571-572; al-Maqghafi, Mawsii‘a, vol. 1, pp. 387-389.

1 Muhammad al-Mansiir, “I§aza ‘amma,” p. 27; al-Anisi, “Ganib min al-hayat al—‘ilmiyya";
“al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr,” no. 27. On him, see “al-Habib
Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-mulaqqab bi-1-Haddar”; al- Akwa), Higar al-ilm, vol. 2, p. 860;
al-Maghafi, Mawsii‘a, vol. 7, pp. 293-294.

130 See Tbn Miftah, al-Muntaza' al-muhtar min al-Gayt al-midrar, vol. 1, pp. 128-139; al-‘Ansi, al-Tag
al-mudhab, vol. 1, pp. 7-8. For an analysis of the “five sciences” on the basis of Ibn al-Murtada’s
Mugaddama, with the commentaries of Ibn Miftah and al-‘AnsT for Zaydi Yemen during the
early twentieth century, see Messick, Shari‘a Scripts, pp. 107ff.

40



Traditional Yemeni Scholarship amidst Political Turmoil and War

historical works (al-kutub al-musannafa fi tarih al-duwal wa-hawadit al-‘alam),
law (‘ilm al-figh), poetry (al-ittila“ ‘ald I-as‘ar), and fields such as mathematics,
physics, geometry, astronomy, and medicine (‘ilm al-riyadi wa-I-tabi'T wa-
l-handasa wa-l-hay’a wa-I-tibb)."** Though al-Sawkani sought to eliminate
the Zaydi-Hadawi tradition, his study list had only a limited impact on the
curriculum among the Zayd elite of Yemen and the madrasa al-ilmiyya in
San‘a’, particularly in the fields of hadit, law, and doctrine.'* Additional data
about the curriculum of individual scholars, Zaydi as well as “traditionist,”
during the nineteenth and early twentieth century can be gleaned from
the individual igazas and tabats that provide information on the books that
were studied in the various disciplines. Important sources in this respect
are ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Sulayman b. Yahya al-Ahdal’s (b. 1179/1765-66, d.

Sawkant li-I-Ahdal,”** 1sma‘il b. Husayn Girman’s (d. 1256/1840-41) al-Simt
al-hawtal-muttasi ' magalatan li-l-rawt,** ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Al al-Galibi al-Dahyant’s
(d. 1297/1880) al-‘Asgad al-manzim fi asanid al-ulam,” ‘Abd al-Karim b.
‘Abd Allah Muhammad Aba Talib’s (b. 1224/1809-10, d. 1309/1891) al-Igd
al-nadid fima ittasala bihi min al-asanid,*® ‘Abd al-Wasi‘ b. Yahya al-WasiT’s
(d. 1379/1960) al-Durr al-farid al-gami' li-mutafarrigat al-asanid,”” Muhammad
Zabara’s Nayl al-watar min taragim rigal al-Yaman fi l-qarn al-talit ‘asar, and his
Nuzhat al-nazar frigal al-qarn al-rabi‘ ‘asar,”*® and Magd al-Din b. Muhammad b.
Mansiir al-Mu'ayyadt’s (b. 1332/1913-14, d. 1428/2007) al-Gami‘a al-muhimma
li-asanid kutub al-a’imma.**

13

=

Al-Sawkant, Adab al-talab, pp. 154-168. See also Haykel, Revival and Reform, pp. 102-108.
12 See al-Akwa’, Madaris, pp. 404-406.

133 published (see bibliography).

134 See al-Hibs1, Masadir, p. 86.

35 See al-Hibs1, Masadir, p. 88.

3¢ See al-Hibs1, Masadir, p. 89.

137 Published, see bibliography. On the author, see below, Chapter Four.

138 7abara’s Nuzhat al-nazar was first published in 1979 (2 vols, San‘'a: Markaz al-Dirasat wa-1-
Abhat al-Yamaniyya) and again in 1431/2010 (2 vols, San‘@’: Maktabat al-1r$ad), with different
pagination but essentially containing the same contents (in the present study, all references
to the work are based on the 2010 edition). The published version is, however, a heavily
censored version of the original work. The complete original version (consisting of four
volumes) was restored by Ahmad Zabara, in manuscript form only (ca. 1993). See Messick,
Shari‘a Scripts, pp. 95-96, 478.

139 Published, see bibliography.

41



Sabine Schmidtke

The majority of titles Muhammad studied had been recommended by
al-Sawkani and/or were part of the curriculum at the madrasa al-‘ilmiyya.
These include Ibn al-Murtada’s Kitab al-Azhar'*° and Ibn Miftah’s commentary,
al-Muntaza® al-muhtar (Sarh al-Azhar)**' in the realm of figh; al-NazirT's
commentary on al-‘UsayfirT’s Miftah al-f@’id on inheritance law (al-fara’id);"
Ibn Hisam'’s Qatr al-nada, together with the author’s autocommentary,'* Ibn
Hisam’s Kafiya, with al-Habist's commentary,'** al-HarirT's Mulhat al-i‘rab,
with Bahraq’s commentary and al-Fakihi's supercommentary,'* al-AzharT’s
commentary on Ibn Hi$am’s Qawd'id al-i'rab,**® and al-ZufayrT's al-Manahil
al-Safiya,”¥ for the disciplines of grammar, syntax, and morphology;
al-AbharT’s Isagugt, together with Zakariyya’ b. Muhammad al-AnsarT’s
commentary,'*® in logic (mantiq); Ion Lugman’s and al-TabarT’s commentaries
on Ibn Bahran’s al-Kdfil bi-nayl al-su’,'** al-Husayn b. al-Qasim’s Gayat al-su’l,
with the author’s autocommentary, and Ibn al-Murtada’s Mi'yar al-ugqiil
in the field of legal theory (usil al-figh);** al-‘AmirT’s Bahgat al-mahafil on
the Prophet’s biography;'** al-Qazwint’s Talhis al-miftah, together with the
commentaries and supercommentaries of al-Taftazani, al-Dastiq, al-Magribi
and al-Subki in the field of rhetoric;"** al-Zamah3arT’s al-Kassaf in the field of
Qur’an exegesis;'* Misbah al- ‘ulim by Ahmad b. Hasan al-Rassas, together with
Ibrahimb. Yahya al-SahalT’s commentary,'** Ibn al-Murtada’s Kitab al-Qala’id ft
tashih al-‘aqa’id and Kitab Riyadat al-afham, and Saraf al-Din al-Husayn b. Badr

1o Al-Akwa', Madaris, p. 404 (al-figh, no. 1).

11 Al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 404 (al-figh, no. 2).

12 Al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 405 (al-far@’id, no. 1).

- Al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 405 (al-nahw, no. 2).

- Al-Sawkant, Adab al-talab, p. 154.

15 Al-Sawkant, Adab al-talab, p. 154.

16 Al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 405 (al-nahw, no. 3).

147 Al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 405 (al-sarf, no. 2).

18 Al-Sawkant, Adab al-talab, p. 155; al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 405 (al-mantig, no. 2).

1 Al-Akwa', Madaris, p. 404 (usil al-figh, nos. 1, 2).

150 Al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 404 (al-figh, no. 4 “al-Bahr al-zahhar”).

151 Al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 406 (al-sira, no. 1).

152 Al-Sawkant, Adab al-talab, p. 156; al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 404 (al-baldga, nos. 2, 3).
153 Al-Sawkani, Adab al-talab, p. 162; al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 404 (al-tafsir wa-l-ahkam, no. 4).
154 Al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 404 (al-tawhid, no. 2).
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al-Din’s al-Iqd al-tamin,'** on kalam; Muhammad b. Isma‘l al-San‘ant’s Subul
al-salam,”*® al-Husayn b. Ahmad al-Sayagi’s al-Rawd al-nadir,’” al-SawkanT’s
Nayl al-awtar,'*® and the six canonical Sunnt hadit collections (al-ummahat),'*®
in the field of hadit; and Ibn al-Atir’s Kamil in history.**®®

However, Muhammad al-Mansiir went beyond this list of titles by
studying additional works that are all firmly rooted in the Zaydi-Hadawt
tradition. In figh, he read the Ahkam ftI-halal wa-l-haram, by Imam al-Hadt ila
l-haqq, and the Ustl al-ahkam ft I-halal wa-l-haram, by Imam al-Mutawakkil
‘ala llah Ahmad b. Sulayman; in the domain of hadit, Muhammad al-Manstr
studied classical Zaydi hadit works such as the Amali by Ahmad b. Ts3, the
Durar al-ahadit al-nabawiyya bi-l-asanid al-yahyawiyya compiled by ‘Abd Allah b.
Muhammad b. Hamza b. Abi -Nagm al-Sa‘di, the Kitab al-Dikr by Muhammad
b. Mansiir al-Muradi, Ibn al-Walid al-QurasT’s Sams al-ahbdr, the Sarh al-Tagrid
by al-Muayyad bi-1lah, the Amali by al-Natiq bi-1-Haqq, and the Amalrby Aba
Sa‘d al-Samman. He also read ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘AnsT’s popular Stfi work,
al-Irsad ila nagat al-‘ibad, as well as the Kitab al-Asas li-‘aqa’id al-akyas by Imam
al-Mansiir al-Qasim b. Muhammad on kalam, and al-HasanT’s biographical
work, al-Masabih. These works had formed over the centuries the backbone
of Zaydi scholarship in Yemen'®* and they also figure prominently in Magd
al-Din al-Mu'ayyadi’s al-Gami‘'a al-muhimma. As will be seen in Chapters
Three and Four, the fact that Muhammad al-Mansiir was firmly rooted in
the Zaydr tradition is further corroborated by the holdings in his library,
which comprise a fair number of classical Zaydi works, and this in addition
to the titles that were part of the curriculum of the madrasa al-‘ilmiyya and
other works that were mainstream.

155 Al-Akwa', Madaris, p. 404 (al-tawhid, no. 1).

156 Al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 406 (al-hadit, no. 1).

157 Al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 406 (al-hadit, no. 3).

158 Al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 405 (Su‘bat al-igtihad, no. 2).

159 Al-Sawkant, Adab al-talab, p. 163; al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 405 (u‘bat al-igtihad, no. 1).
190 Al-Sawkant, Adab al-talab, p. 165.

161 See Ansari and Schmidtke, Licence to Transmit: The Spread of Mu'tazili and Zaydt Thought as
Documented in ljazas.
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Fig. 1b: Photography Muhammad al-Manstr, San‘a’ 2005

(photography Gabriele vom Bruck)
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Muhammad al-Mansiir’s professional career'® began during the reign
of Imam Yahya Hamid al-Din (r. 1904-1948), as an assistant to his father,
Muhammad b. Isma‘l al-Mansiir, who was in charge of the district of Bayt
al-Faqth (i‘anat walidihi ... ‘ala amal qada Bayt al-Faqih).'®® In 1364/1945,
Muhammad joined the team of secretaries and judges in the office of Imam
Yahya’s son Ahmad, who later became Imam Ahmad Hamid al-Din (r. 1948-
1962),whoin 1939 was made the Imam’s representative for Ta‘izz. Muhammad
also worked for some time as assistant to al-Qadi Muhammad Ragib Bey, who

12 The principal sources that provide information about Muhammad al-Mansiir’s professional
life are the same that inform about his scholarly biography. These have been discussed in
detail above. Unlike the information provided about his formation as a scholar, the details of
his professional career are scant. With few exceptions, no dates are provided nor any other
details that would go beyond a mere list of functions and positions. See, for example, the
editors’ introduction to Muhammad al-Manstr, Lawami', pp. 30-31.

162 For Bayt al-Fagih which is located in the Tihama plain, some 150 km South West of San'@, see
al-HagarT, Magmi', pp. 131-132.
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was chamberlain and foreign minister to Imam Yahya from 1924.* During
the reign of Imam Ahmad, Muhammad served as minister in the United Arab
States, a short-lived confederation of Yemen, Egypt, and Syria 1958 to 1961,
and for a brief period sojourned in Cairo as Imam Ahmad’s representative.'*®
It may have been on this occasion that Muhammad purchased a manuscript
(ZMT 01351)—the purchase note is dated Safar 1381/July-August 1961.1¢
It was possibly still before the outbreak of the September 1962 revolution
that Muhammad was appointed Supervisor of Legacies (nazir al-wasaya),'*’
a title he regularly used in his purchase notes and ownership statements in
his books. The earliest instance is a note dated Gumada I 1382/September-
October 1962 (ZMT 01448), followed by another note dated Ragab 1382/
November-December 1962 (ZMT 01370). Muhammad retained the position
for decades, and the latest purchase note in which the title is given dates to
1406/1986 (ZMT 01338).'®

After the 1962 revolution, Muhammad al-Mansiir became a member
of the Supreme Council (maglis al-siyada) and served in various ministerial
positions, as Minister of Justice (1384/1964-65 through 1387/1967-68) and as
Minister of Religious Endowments (wazir al-awqaf). In addition, Muhammad
al-Manstr had already been appointed representative of the Mufti of the

164 Muhammad Ragib Bey (d. 1378/1958) had previously served as a Turkish official in Yemen
during World War I—in 1913 he was appointed mutasarrif in al-Hudayda and he returned to
Istanbul in 1918 after the Ottoman defeat. Following the Kemalist revolution of 1924 he came
back to Yemen, where he entered the service of Imam Yahya. See Clayton, An Arabian Diary,
p. 345; Georges S. Colin, “Compte-rendu d’une mission au Yémen” Annex II (“Mohammed
Ragheb Bey: un ancien gouverneur turc qui joue le rdle d’'intermédiaire entre I'imam et les
Européens”)—for Colin’s unpublished report, see Guesdon, “Georges S. Colin au Yémen en
1929”. Cf. Willis, Unmaking North and South, pp. 257-258, according to whom Ragib Bey did not
return to Istanbul after World War I but stayed behind in Yemen.

195 For poetry he composed while in Cairo, see Muhammad al-Mansiir, Lawami’, p. 153. For the
United Arab States, see Rahmy, Egyptian Policy, pp. 59-65 and passim.

1 For a detailed description, see below, Chapter Three, ZMT 01351.

167 “Legacies” (wasdya) in the Yemeni legal context are former family wagfs. Once a family has
died out and there is no descendent either to supervise the wagf or to receive its revenues,
the wagf is transferred to the maktab al-awqaf, where it is grouped with other such wagfs
under the administrative heading of “legacies.” See Messick, Transactions in Ibb, pp. 164-165.

165 All relevant codices are described in detail below, Chapter Three. See also ZMT 01348 (note
dated 1393/1973), ZMT 01483 (note dated 1400/1979), and two undated notes, which carry
the title (ZMT 01354 and ZMT 01311).
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Republic (mansib na’ib muftt al-gumhiriyya).'*® He also served as a member of
the Committee for the Codification of the Judgments of Islamic Law (hay’at
tagnin ahkam al-SarT a al-islamiyya), which had been established in 1975 during
the presidency of Ibrahim al-HamdT (r. 1974-1977),"”° and of the People’s
Constituent Council (maglis al-Sa’b al-ta’sisi), installed in 1978 to replace the
Parliament (maglis Sara), which had been suspended in 1975." Following the
country’s unification in 1990, Muhammad al-Mansiir took part in founding
the Party of Truth (Hizb al-Haqq) in Yemen.'”?

As has been observed by Bernard Haykel for other personalities, such
as Ahmad Zabara,'” the continuity of Muhammad al-Mansiir’s career in
official service from the time of the Hamld al-Din imamate to the post-
revolutionary period and up until the turn of the twenty-first century is
remarkable yet by no means exceptional.

Transmission of knowledge was another area that was important to
Muhammad al-Mansiir throughout his life. Not only did he continue to
study for most of his life (see below, Chapter Four, for ijazas he received
in the 1970s), he also regularly taught in the Great Mosque, in the Fulayht
mosque and the al-Nahrayn mosque,”” in the Markaz al-Badr al-ilm1 wa-1-

16

°

The post of mufti was introduced in 1967 during the presidency of ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Iryant.
See http://al-bab.com/albab-orig/albab/bys/obits/zabara.htm (accessed February 28,
2018).

170 See Wiirth, As-Sarfa fi Bab al-Yaman, pp. 44ff. and passim; also Haykel, Revival and Reform, pp.
217, 224.

The People’s Constituent Council functioned as a legislative body, some of whose members
were elected and some appointed. See Wiirth, As-Sari‘a fi Bab al-Yaman, p. 45 nn. 41, 44 (with
further references); Glosemeyer, “The Development of State Institutions,” pp. 83-84, 90,
100. During one of the sessions, Muhammad al-Mansiir and his colleague al-Sarif Yahya b.
Muhammad al-Damin exchanged some lines of poetry; see Muhammad al-Manstr, Lawami’,
p. 223.

For the Hizb al-Haqq, see vom Bruck, “Being a Zaydi in the Absence of an Imam,” pp. 180ff.;
Haykel, “Rebellion, Migration or Consultative Democracy,” pp. 198ff.; Haykel, Revival and
Reform, pp. 226-229; King, “Zaydi revival,” pp. 413-414 (with further references); vom Bruck,
“Regimes of Piety,” passim; vom Bruck, “How the Past Casts Its Shadows,” pp. 265ff. Al-Mansiir
was also one of the four signatories of the “Legal Manifest of the Religious Scholars of Yemen”
(Bayan Sar Tli- ulama’ al-Yaman), that had been drafted by the party’s secretary general Ahmad
b. Muhammad al-$amf and was published on November 28, 1990. See Dorlian, La mouvance
zaydite, pp. 30-37, 215-219.

Haykel, Revival and Reform, p. 199 and passim.
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For al-Nahrayn, see al-Hagari, Masagid San'a@’, p. 134; Lamprakos, Building a World Heritage City,
passim.
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Fig. 1c: Photography Egypt/Syria/Yemen union during the 1950s, King Husayn of Jordan
(middle), with Muhammad al-Mansiir (second from the right) (unknown photographer)

taqafi, and in his private home in San'@’. One of the texts he taught was
al-ZamahSarT’s Kassaf (see below, Chapter Three, ZMT 01354). Moreover, he
was among those Zaydi ‘ulama’ who—unsuccessfully—urged the government
to reopen his former alma mater, the madrasa al-‘ilmiyya, which had been
closed after the revolution in 1963, to counterbalance the anti-Hadawi bias
of the ma‘ahid al-‘ilmiyya that had spread since 1972, with Saudi backing.
In an interview in October 1985, Muhammad al-Manstr reflected on the
negative impact of the ma‘ahid, recalling the high standard of education and
societal tolerance during the time of the madrasa al-‘ilmiyya: “In education,
there should be more concentration on the ethical and religious aspects of
life. If there is good faith and belief in a society, that is the best safeguard
against social divisions and crime. ... There has been opposition to the
ma‘ahid because their curricula have failed to take account of the social
fabric of the areas in which they were established. This can only lead to
conflict. Sometimes difference in thoughts can create more problems than
ignorance. The government accepted the establishment of the ma‘ahid but
disapproved of the continuation of teaching at the madrasa al-‘ilmiyya. 1t
objected to a dual system of teaching religion, but if this is needed why
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should we not have it? Since the ma‘ahid have been accepted, we should
have the madrasa al-‘ilmiyya as well because it was successful. With regard
to the teaching of the religious sciences and the Arabic language, Yemen
was among the best nations in the Arab world. No school of Islam (madhhab)
should deny the other its right to exist because all have the same source,
the Qur'an and the Sunna. There is no harm in co-existing madhahib; each
madhhab should respect each other. When we teach the Zaydi madhhab, one
of our basic principles is to teach the students to respect all other madhahib,
and to accept that none of them is wrong. When a student has reached a
high level of understanding, he should not follow any madhhab. He should
neither follow the Zaydi imams nor any other authority. The Zaydiyya is
very liberal. If, for example, I find a student following the Hanafi school,
I encourage him in this. Every mujtahid is correct (kull mujtahid musib). As
long as the Zaydiyya accepts all other madhahib, there should be no conflict
among different religious groups. There are some extremist groups who
want to impose their own beliefs on their followers and to create problems
among people of different schools.”*”

k% 3k 3k 3k

Muhammad al-Manstir was not a particularly prolific writer, and all
of his works are characterized by concision. Moreover, many of them are
works of poetry, an activity he pursued masterfully during his entire life.
In 1412/1991-92, Muhammad Mahdi ‘Alf al-Gayl and Muhammad Qa’id Salih
al-Garas conceived the idea of gathering his poetry in a single volume, and it
took them about nine years—from 1420/1999-2000 until 1429/2008—to bring
the relevant material together and to prepare a critical, annotated edition
and submit the final book to the publisher, the Mu'assasat al-Imam Zayd b. ‘Al
al-taqafiyya (Imam Zayd bin Ali Cultural Foundation, IZbACF). As was noted
earlier, the collected poems constitute an invaluable source for their author’s
biography—in many cases the individual poems are preceded by Muhammad
al-Mansiir’s remarks as to what prompted him to compose them. Numerous
poems are dedicated to his colleagues and some of them were written while

75 Interview October 1985, San‘@’, with Gabriele vom Bruck, see vom Bruck, “Being a Zaydi in
the Absence of an Imam,” p. 183; vom Bruck, Islam, Memory, and Morality in Yemen, pp. 239-
240. Cf. vom Bruck, “Regimes of Piety,” p. 186 n. 2, where the interview is dated 1986. The
translation of the interview slightly differs in the two publications.
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al-Mansiir was travelling. The title of the collection of poetry, Lawami’ min
hawatir Sawdasi‘, was coined by Muhammad al-Manstr himself who was also
otherwise very much involved in the book’s genesis, as were two of his sons,
Ibrahim and Ytinus, and he approved of the final product.'”

Muhammad al-Mansir later provided commentary on some of his
poems. One of them is a poem on the fada@’il of ‘Ali b. Abi Talib,"”” which
he commented upon in his al-Kalima al-$afiya fi hukm ma gara bayn al-Imam
‘All wa-Mu'‘awiyya. The commentary is preceded by a brief preface in
which the author relates the genesis of the poem and its commentary. He
composed the poem over nine days, in Sa'ban 1394/August-September 1974,
and immediately proceded to write a commentary (ta'lig) on it, which he
completed on 3 Dii 1-Qa‘da 1394/18 November 1974. The work is extant in
a single fair copy produced by the author on the basis of the muswada, a
surrogate of which is preserved in the Maktabat al-Amir li-tahqiq al-turat
in Nagaf. This served as the basis for a critical edition of the work by Sa‘d
al-Haddad, which was published in Karbala’ in 1436/2016. Another poem
Muhammad al-Mansiir commented upon is his Qudsiyyat al-iman, a doctrinal
poem;'”® he titled the commentary Barq al-yamant ‘ala Qudsiyyat al-iman wa-
huwa yamant. Both the poem and the commentary were first published in
1399/1979.7° Though essentially a work on theology, Muhammad al-Mansur
states in its beginning that what prompted him to compose the text was
the increasing influence of a religious strand that favors predetermination
and anthropomorphism while loathing Imam ‘Al1 and his descendants, the
ahl al-bayt (§ama‘'a min al-mugbira wa-l-mugassima wa-l-mubaggidin li-amir
al-mu’minin ... wa-ahl baytihi ...);"*® the work can thus aptly be described as a
defense of the doctrinal (invariably Mu'tazilite) notions of Zaydism against
Salafism, a movement that forcefully emerged in Yemen during the early

176 See his “Kalimat al-mu’allif,” Muhammad al-Manstr, Lawami’, p. 5.
177 Published in Muhammad al-Mansar, Lawami’, pp. 264-270.
7% Published in Muhammad al-Manstr, Lawami’, pp. 247-260.

7 1t was later republished with a preface by al-Murtada b. Zayd al-Mahatwari al-Hasanti,
San‘d’: Matbii'at Markaz Badr al-ilmi wa-l-taqafT, 1424/2003. The copy at my disposal lacked
al-MahatwarT’s preface. To his personal copy of the 1399/1979 publication of the text
Muhammad al-Mansir later added numerous comments and corrections. A surrogate of
this copy is preserved in Qum in the Maktabat Ayat Allah al-‘Uzma al-Mar‘asT al-NagafT. See
Hafiziyan Babuli, Fihrist-i nusha-hd-yi ‘aks, vol. 4, pp. 262-263 no. 1433.

180 Muhammad al-Mansr, Barq yamant, pp. 25-26.
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1980s.®* Muhammad is also reported to have composed another treatise
in verse on the biography of the Prophet Muhammad (Manzima fi I-sira
al-nabawiyya), which is lost.'®

Another published work of his is entitled Hikmat al-higab (first published
in 1988), and he is credited with glosses on the Amali Abt Talib,'® that is the
Amali of Imam al-Natiq bi-1-Haqq Aba Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn al-Hartnt
(b. 340/951-52, d. 424/1033), which are transmitted in the recension of
al-Qadi Sams al-Din Ga‘far b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Salam al-Buhldli al-Abnawi
(“Qadi Ga'far,” d. 573/1177), entitled Taysir al-matalib min [fi] Amali Abi Talib.
Muhammad al-Mansiir’s glosses are reportedly preserved in manuscript,
and it is possible that this reference is to one of the codices from al-Mansur’s
library discussed below, which has numerous margin comments by
Muhammad al-Manstr on the Amali (see below, Chapter Three, ZMT 01350).

Fig. 1d: Funeral procession after Muhammad al-Mansir’s demise on September 9, 2016
(photographer unknown)

1 The key figure was Mugbil b. HadT al-wadiT (b. 1356/1937, d. 1422/2001), who hailed from
Dammag, in the district of Sa'da, and who studied hadit in Mecca and Medina. Upon his
return to Yemen he founded a Dar al-hadit in Dammag to propagate Salafism and condemn
Zaydism. See vom Bruck, “Regimes of Piety Revisited.”

182 See the editors’ introduction to Muhammad al-Manstr, Lawami’, p. 29 no. 7.

183 See the editors’ introduction to Muhammad al-Mansir, Lawami’, p. 29 no. 8.
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Chapter Two
Muhammad al-Mansir’s Collection of Manuscripts

The personal library of Muhammad al-Mansr is counted among the most
prestigious private collections of manuscripts in Yemen. The library was
among those visited by the Egyptian expeditions to Yemen,' in 1951-52 and
again in 1976,° and some of its codices were microfilmed on those occasions.*
A handlist of the collection, prepared by ‘Abd Allah [b.] Muhammad al-
HibsT, was published in 1978.° Al-HibsT briefly describes 136 individual titles,
recording in most cases the shelfmark, the date of the copy, the number of
folios, and the number of lines per page. The handlist was republished in
al-HibsT's Fihris mahtutat ba'd al-maktabat al-hassa fi I-Yaman of 1994,° with
some bibliographical additions by the book’s editor, Julian Johansen.” The
individual texts are arranged in al-HibsT's list according to disciplinary
sections, viz. ‘ulim al-Qur'an wa-l-tafsir (“Qur'anic sciences and exegesis,’
nos. 1-5 [860-864]), al-hadit (“Tradition,” nos. 6-20 [865-879]), ‘ilm al-kalam
(“theology,” nos. 21-59 [880-918]), usul al-figh (“legal theory,” nos. 60-62
[919-921]), al-figh (“law,” nos. 63-91 [922-951]), al-far@’id wa-l-mawarit (“law
of inheritance,” nos. 92-96 [952-956]), al-tasawwuf (“Stfism,” nos. 97-112
[957-973]), al-adab (“literature,” nos. 113-122 [974-983]), al-luga wa-lI-nahw
(“language and grammar,” nos. 123-127 [984-988]), al-tarth (“history,” nos.
128-136 [989-997]). The shelfmarks recorded by al-HibsT suggest that the
library consisted at the time of at least 295 codices—the highest number

! See Peters, God’s Created Speech, pp. 25-26 (with further references).

2 During the 1952 expedition, four codices were filmed; see Nami, Ba ta, p. 41. Those four titles
are also recorded in Qa’ima, pp. 4 no. 37, 5 no. 43, 22 no. 200, 49 no. 410, a cumulative list of
codices microfilmed during the two expeditions of 1952 and 1964. This indicates that in 1964
the Egyptians did not include the al-Mansiir library among those they visited at the time.
Generally on the various Egyptian expeditions to Yemen, see Sayyid, Sources, pp. 431-432.

3 The codices filmed during the 1974 expedition are recorded in “al-Mahtutat allati sawwaratha
ba‘tat al-Ma‘had,” pp. 53-55 nos. 331-347.

4 Seeabove, nn. 2 and 3. Digital copies of those microfilms are also available in several libraries
of Iran; see al-Masriqt and al-Qadi, Tawis-i yamant, pp. 77, 79-80, 94, 381-382, 401, 408, 411-
412, 412-413, 415, 415-416, 421, 442, 458-459, 466-467, 467, 469, 554-555.

5 Al-Hibsi, “al-Mahtatat al-‘arabiyya.”
¢ Al-Hib3i, Fihris, pp. 360-415 nos. 860-415.
7 See al-Hibgi, Fihris, pp. 4-5.
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of the shelfmarks reads “295.”® While the handlist is fairly complete up to
shelfmark 100, al-HibsT includes only five codices with shelfmarks numbered
between 100 and 200 (viz. 100,° 101,° 103, 105,"? 106,"* 107, 109"%), and two
manuscripts with shelfmarks above 200 (viz. 256, and 295%). This suggests
that the handlist covers about a third of Muhammad al-Manstir’s collection
at the time. The partial character of the handlist is corroborated by the
various lists that record the results of the Egyptian expeditions—while they
included titles that are listed by al-HibsT, they also record titles that have no

correspondence in al-HibsT's list:

sawwaratha ba'‘tat al-
Ma'had,” pp. 53 nos. 331,
334, 335, 54 nos. 337, 338,
339, 55 nos. 342, 345

Din Abi ‘Abd Allah Humaydan
b. Yahya b. Humaydan (d. mid-
seventh/thirteenth century)

Egyptian handlist Title/Author al-Hibs1
“al-Mahtuatat allatt Volume Five of al-Safina al- —
sawwaratha ba'tat al- gami‘a li-anwa" al-‘ulam, by al-

Ma‘had,” p. 54 no. 340 Hakim al-Gi$umi (d. 494/1101)
“al-Mahtatat allatt magmi ‘a of writings by Nar al- | 51 [910]

¢ Al-Hibsi, “al-Mahtatat al-‘arabiyya,” p. 35 no
°  Al-Hibsi, “al-Mahtatat al-‘arabiyya,” p. 36 no.
10 Al-Hibsi, “al-Mahtatat al-‘arabiyya,” p. 35 no
1 Al-Hibgi, “al-Mahtatat al-‘arabiyya,” p. 39 no
2 Al-Hib3i, “al-Mahtatat al-‘arabiyya,” p. 32 no
3 Al-Hibsi, “al-Mahtatat al-‘arabiyya,” p. 31 no
1 Al-Hibsi, “al-Mahtatat al-arabiyya,” pp. 29 no. 34, 32 no. 64; al-Hibsi, Fihris, pp. 375 no. 893,

386 no. 924

. 87; al-HibsT, Fihris, p. 393 no. 947.
98(a); al-Hibsi, Fihris, p. 400 no. 958.
. 93; al-HibsT, Fihris, p. 397 no. 953.

. 128; al-Hibsi, Fihris, p. 413 no. 989.

. 59; al-Hibsf, Fihris, p. 382 no. 918.

. 51; al-Hibsf, Fihris, p. 380 no. 910.

5 Al-Hibsi, “al-Mahtatat al-‘arabiyya,” p. 27 no. 19; al-Hibs, Fihris, p. 369 no. 878.

6 Al-Hibsi, “al-Mahtatat al-‘arabiyya,” p. 31 no. 51; al-Hibsi, Fihris, p. 380 no. 910. This codex
is a multi-text volume containing several writings of Nar al-Din Humaydan b. Yahya
b. Humaydan (d. mid-seventh/thirteenth century), which is also preserved among the
microfilms produced by the Egyptians, in the Stookey collection and in the digital collection
(ZMT 01427). On the title page the shelfmark is indicated as “106.” Unless a different
shelfmark is recorded elsewhere in the codex, which is not included in any of the surrogate

copies, al-HibsT's recording of the shelfmark as “256” may have been wrong.

7 See above, n. 8.
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Egyptian handlist Title/Author al-Hibst
“al-Mahtatat allatt al-Munir, wa-yusamma al-Anwar | 55 [914]
sawwaratha ba'tat al- fi ma'rifat Allah wa-ma‘rifat
Ma‘had,” p. 55 no. 347 rusulihi wa-sihhat ma ga'a bihi,
of Ahmad b. Miisa al-TabarT
(d.325/936-37)" [part of a
magmi ‘a]

“al-Mahtatat allat Mi‘yar agwar al-afham fil-kasf | 87 [947]

sawwaratha ba‘tat al-
Ma‘had,” p. 55 no. 344

‘an mundsabat al-ahkam, by
‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad al-
Nagri al-Zaydi (d. 877/1472-73)
[part of a magmii‘a]

“al-Mahtatat allat
sawwaratha ba‘tat al-
Ma‘had,” p. 54 no. 336

al-Tasfiya li-l-qulab ‘an kadar al-
awzar wa-l-duniib, by Yahya b.
Hamza (d. 749/1348-9)

98(a) [958]

Nami, Ba'ta, p. 41; Qa'ima,
p. 4 no. 37

Agrat al-dahab fi -mufahara
bayna al-Rawda wa-Bi'r al-
‘Azab, by ‘Abd Allah b. ‘All
Ibn al-Wazir (b. 1074/1664, d.
1147/1760)

2

[note, however,
that al-Hibst
published an
edition of the
work in 1986 on
the basis of the
manuscript in al-
Mansir’s library

that had been
copied during
the lifetime of
the author?]
Nami, Ba'ta, p. 41; Qa’ima, | al-Amtal (anonymous author), |—
p. 5 no. 43 followed by a fragment of
al-Qala’id wa-I-fard’id ft ahkam
al-siyasa (anonymous author)*
Nami, Ba'ta, p. 41; Q@’'ima, | Salah al-mu’min, by Sams al-Din | 15 [874]

p. 22 no. 200

Muhammad b. Muhammad b.
Muhammad al-Gazari (“Ibn
al-Gazari,” b. 751/1350, d.
833/1429)°
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Egyptian handlist Title/Author al-Hibst
Nami, Ba ta, p. 41; Qa’'ima, | Manahig al-anzar al-‘asima min | —°
p- 49 no. 41 al-ahtar, by Humayd b. Ahmad

al-Muhallf al-San‘ant (b.
582/1186-87, d. 652/1254)

“al-Mahtatat allatt ISraq al-isbah fr managqib al- —7

sawwaratha ba'‘tat al- hamsa al-asbah, by Ibrahim b.

Ma‘had,” p. 53 no. 332 Muhammad b. ‘Al Ibn Nizar
al-San‘ani

“al-Mahtiitat allat Sarh Mugaddimat al-Qald’id —8

sawwaratha ba'‘tat al- fr tashth al-‘aqa’id, by ‘Abd
Ma‘had,” p. 54 no. 341 Allah b. Muhammad al-Nagrt
al-Zayd1 (b. 825/1422, d.
877/1472-73)

Notes:

! For the author, see GALS, vol. 2, p. 967 no. 4.

2 Cf. also al-Hibs1, Masadir, p. 443 where al-Hibsi lists several manuscript copies of the work
but not the copy in the Muhammad al-Manstr collection.

3 See the editor’s introduction to ‘Abd Allah b. ‘All al-Wazir, Agrat al-dahab, p. 11 for a
description of the manuscript.

#  See below, Chapter Three, ZMT 01488.

> See below, Chapter Three, ZMT 01459,

¢ See, however, al-Hibs1, Masadir, p. 121, where the copy in Muhammad al-Mansir’s library
as well as the microfilm in Cairo are listed.

7 See also al-HibsT, Masadir, p. 485, where the copy in Muhammad al-Mansir’s library is also
not mentioned.

¢ See also al-HibsT, Masadir, p. 137, where the copy in Muhammad al-Manstr’s library is also
not mentioned.

While it remains unclear when al-HibsT had prepared his catalogue of
al-Mansir’s library, the former United States Foreign Service officer Robert
W. Stookey (b. 1917, d. 1998) was permitted in 1973 to microfilm selected
codices of al-Manstr’s library, in addition to some manuscripts from other
private and public libraries in Yemen, which were also made accessible to
Stookey through Muhammad al-Manstr.* One set of the Stookey collection,

8 Stookey opted in 1969 for early retirement and enrolled as a graduate student in the
University of Texas at Austin, where in 1972 he completed his dissertation entitled Political
Change in Yemen: A Study of Values and Legitimacy. See ibid., pp. viii-ix, 579 for a brief sketch

54




Traditional Yemeni Scholarship amidst Political Turmoil and War

which consists of sixteen reels of microfilm, both negative and positive,
containing surrogates of 139 codices in total, was given by Stookey to the
Yemeni Studies Center (Markaz al-dirasat wa-l-buhiit al-yamaniyya) in San‘@’.
Another set of films was presented by Stookey in June 1980 to the University
of Texas at Austin, and the material is now housed in the University’s Perry-
Castafieda Library.”” Together with the microfilms, Stookey submitted a
hand-list of the collection, which is incomplete, with lacunae throughout.?
As is the case with the microfilms produced by the Egyptians, the Stookey
collection contains surrogates of several codices of the al-Manstr library
that are not included in al-Hibs1's handlist (some of these had already been
filmed by the Egyptians):

20

of his professional life. After completing his dissertation, Stookey continued working at the
Middle East Studies Center at the University of Texas at Austin as a research associate. In
1973, the Committee on International Exchange of Persons awarded Stookey a Fulbright-
Hays Senior Research Scholar grant, which allowed him an extended sojourn in Yemen, and
it was during this stay in Yemen that he was given the opportunity to produce the microfilms,
though his own interest was primarily concerned with Yemen’s modern history. Among his
important publications are “Social Structure and Politics in the Yemen Arab Republic. Parts I
and I1”; Yemen: The Politics of the Yemen Arab Republic; South Yemen: A Marxist Republic in Arabia;
and, with Arnold H. Green, “Research in Yemen: Facilities, Climate and Current Projects”.

The catalogue PURL is http://cataloglib.utexas.edu/record=b4802988~S29 (accessed
February 28, 2018). Other than what is indicated in the catalogue record, the library possesses
nowadays only 4 of the 16 rolls of the negative copies. The positive copies are completely
preserved. In a letter to Dr. James A. Bill, Acting Director of the University of Texas Libraries
(dated June 2, 1980), Stookey provides some background on the history of the microfilming
project and details the conditions for its usage. I thank Dale J. Correa, Middle Eastern Studies
Librarian for the University of Texas Libraries, for having shared a scan of the letter with
me. Moreover, I thank Dale Correa and the library staff for the opportunity to inspect the
Stookey collection in Austin between 28-30 June 2017.

Stookey, “al-Mahtiitat al-‘arabiyya min al-Yaman fi Maktabat Gami‘at Tiksas fi Awstin [=]
Arabic Manuscripts from Yemen in the Library of the University of Texas at Austin” (Perry-
Castafieda Library, call number: FILM 22,632 LIST MICRO). Stookey also refers to the list in
his letter to Dr. James A. Bill, though it remains unclear whether he had prepared the list
himself: “A proper bibliography of the microfilm collection remains to be made. 1 have,
however, distributed a rough hand-list of the contents to certain scholars and Yemeni
officials, and am now receiving requests for copies of some of the texts.” An analysis of the
list and a brief introduction to the collection, together with a transcript of the list submitted
by Stookey and an index of authors and titles on the basis of Stookey’s handlist prepared by
‘Abd al-Qadir Mahfiiz Galib, the head librarian of CEFAS in San‘@’, was published by Regourd,
“La collection de manuscrits microfilmés” (two parts). On the Stookey collection, see also
Correa, “Recovering Yemen'’s Cultural Heritage.”
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Stookey . Egyptian e
collection Title/Author handlists al-Hibs1
L3 Sarh Mugaddimat al-Qald’id | “al-Mahtiitat —
fr tashth al-‘aqa’id, by ‘Abd allatt sawwaratha
Allah b. Muhammad al-NagrT | ba'tat al-Ma‘had,”
al-Zaydi (d. 877/1472-73) p. 54 no. 341
N.8 al-Irsad al-hadr ila nagat al- — —
‘ibad, by ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd
al-'Ansi (b. 593/1196-97, d.
667/1268)°
K.8 magmi‘a*® — —
K.7 magmii'a — —
K.5 al-Lubab fi ‘ilal al-bana wa-1- | — —

i'rab, by ‘Abd Allah b. al-
Husayn al-‘Alawl

J.8/cont. in K.2

.

Magmi' Sir*

L5

Volume Five of al-Safina
al-gami‘a li-anwa“ al-‘ulam,
by al-Hakim al-Gigumi (d.
494/1101)

“al-Mahtatat
allatt sawwaratha
ba‘tat al-Ma‘had,”
p. 54 no. 340

C.7 Talgih al-albab, by al-Hadib. |— —
Ibrahim al-Wazir

B.9 I$raq al-isbah fr managib al- “al-Mahtatat —
hamsa al-asbah, by Ibrahim b. | allati sawwaratha
Muhammad b. ‘Alib. Nizar | ba'tat al-Ma‘had,”
al-San‘ant p. 53 no. 332

B.5 Manahig al-anzar al-‘asima Nami, Ba'ta, p. 41; | —
min al-ahtar, by al-Humayd | Qa’ima, p. 49 no.
al-Muhalli [apparently a 41
multitext volume which also
contains al-Barahin al-zahira,
by al-Hasan al-Rassas]

Notes:

°  See also below, Chapter Three, ZMT 01311.
10 See also below, Chapter Four, ZMT 01495.
1 See also below, Chapter Three, ZMT 01458.
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In January 2000, a significant portion of al-Manstir's manuscripts were
photographed, 150 items in total. Beside significant overlap with the codices
described by al-Hibsi, the Stookey collection, and the Egyptian microfilms,
the digital collection prepared in 2000 contains material that is not attested
in al-HibsTs handlist, the Stookey collection, or among the Egyptian
microfilms. While some of these codices are evidently later acquisitions as
is indicated by purchase notes that are dated after 1978 (see below, Chapter
Three), others became part of Muhammad al-Mansir’s library prior to this.
This again confirms the partial character of al-HibsT's handlist.

The manuscripts contained in the digital collection prepared in the year
2000, as well as scans of microfilms of the Stookey collection that originated
in the Muhammad al-Mansiir library but were not among the material that
was digitized in 2000, have now been included in the “Zaydi Manuscript
Tradition” Project (ZMT), a joint project initiated by the Institute for
Advanced Study (IAS), Princeton, New Jersey, in partnership with the
Hill Museum & Manuscript Library (HMML) at Saint John’s University,
Collegeville, Minnesota. The Muhammad al-Manstr collection is accessible
under the shelfmarks ZMT 01310 through ZMT 01504 in HMML’s virtual
reading room (vHMML).?

The digital ZMT collection, together with the data provided by al-Hibst
for codices that are not available in digital form in vHMML, provide only
an approximate estimation of the entire scope of the collection, at least up
until the turn of the twenty-first century. Al-Hibs1 described in his handlist
a total of seventy-six codices—this figure is based on the assumption that
the shelfmarks mentioned by al-HibsT are correct. Since he described the
individual texts contained in the numerous multitext volumes separately,
and in the appropriate sections (see above), it is only on the basis of
the shelfmarks that the overall contents of multitext volumes can be
reconstructed—although it remains uncertain whether al-HibsT included
descriptions of all items of multi-text volumes, parts of which are described
in his handlist. The digital collection consists of 150 codices, thirty-eight of
whichare described in al-HibsT's list. The collection thus contains 112 codices,
which are in addition to the seventy-six codices that are described in al-
Hibs1's handlist. How much of the entire al-Mansir collection (as it existed
in 2000) the total sum of 188 codices represents cannot be determined—in

2L Access to the entire collection is through https://www.vhmml.org/readingRoom/ (accessed
February 28, 2018). Search “ZMT” in the HMML Project Number field.
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1978, when al-HibsT’s list was published, it would have been about two-
thirds of the entire collection. Since al-Mansiir continuously purchased
manuscripts, there is no way to establish the total volume of his collection
either in 2000 or even at the time of his demise.

Nor can it be determined when Muhammad al-Mansiir began to add
shelfmarks to the manuscript codices in his possession, though it is certain
that he started doing so before al-HibsT began to prepare his handlist.
Nevertheless, the chronological overview of his acquisitions as reflected
in the dated purchase notes (see below, Chapter Three) shows that it must
have been at a fairly late stage that the codices were given shelfmarks, since
there is no evident congruence between the chronology of the purchases
and the sequence of the shelfmarks, and in many cases the purchase notes
have been added years or even decades later. Moreover, according to the
data provided by al-Hibsi, two shelfmark systems were in place—simple
numbers, which were used in most cases for single-text volumes, and
combinations of numbers followed by “magami” for multitext volumes.*
The division between single-text and multi-text volumes is not applied
consistently, however. There are a fair number of multi-text codices that
were assigned shelfmarks consisting of numbers only.?* There are some
cases in which al-HibsT fails to record any shelfmark,? and there is at least

2 Al-HibsT describes the following works with shelfmarks that suggest that they are part of
multitext volumes: 1 magami* (Fihris, p. 362 no. 862); 2 magami‘ (Fihris, p. 406 nos. 974, 975);
3 magami’ (Fihris, pp. 375 no. 895, 414 no. 992); 4 magami' (Fihris, p. 400 no. 959); 5 magami‘
(Fihris, p. 400 no. 957); 6 magami‘ (Fihris, pp. 365 no. 865, 366 no. 868, 374 no. 891, 389 no.
931, 403 no. 970, 406 no. 977); magmi‘a ragm 6 (Fihris, p. 387 nos. 926, 927); 7 magami’ (Fihris,
pp. 368 no. 876, 401 no. 961); 8 magami‘ (Fihris, pp. 368 no. 877, 377 no. 900, 378 no. 902); 9
magami (Fihris, pp. 379 no. 908, 402 no. 965); 10 magami‘ (Fihris, pp. 363 no. 864, 372 no. 884);
11 magami' (Fihris, pp. 362 no. 861, 367 no. 872, 389 no. 932, 411 no. 987); 12 magami" (Fihris,
p. 377 no. 901); 13 magami- (Fihris, pp. 377 no. 899, 392 no. 943, 398 no. 956, 401 nos. 960, 962,
410 no. 986); 14 magami' (Fihris, p. 391 no. 940); 15 magami‘ (Fihris, p. 382 no. 917); 16 magami'
(Fihris, p. 397 no. 954); 19 magami' (Fihris, p. 397 no. 952); 27 magami* (Fihris, p. 406 no. 978).

% Shelfmark nos. 2 (Fihris, pp. 384 no. 921, 408 no. 983), 14 (Fihris, pp. 371 no. 880, 374 no. 890,
392 no. 942), 17 (Fihris, pp. 373 nos. 886, 887, 374 no. 892, 379 no. 909), 20 (Fihris, pp. 372 no.
883, 380 no. 912), 24 (Fihris, pp. 376 no. 898, 401 no. 963, 403 no. 969), 25 (Fihris, pp. 362 no.
863, 369 1no. 879, 384 no. 919, 391 no. 938), 28 (Fihris, pp. 374 no. 889, 388 no. 930, 402 no. 967,
404 no. 971), 29 (Fihris, pp. 376 no. 897, 392 no. 944), 38 (Fihris, pp. 402 no. 966, 404 no. 972),
57 (Fihris, pp. 362 no. 860, 390 no. 936), 94 (Fihris, pp. 390 no. 937, 394 no. 949), 107 (Fihris, pp.
375 no. 893, 386 no. 924).

2 Al-Hibsi, “al-Mahtatat al-‘arabiyya,” pp. 27 no. 22, 30 nos. 45, 48, 31 nos. 52, 55, 56, 57, 32 no.
63, 35 no. 86, 40, no. 134; al-HibsT, Fihris, pp. 371 no. 881, 378 no. 903, 379 no. 907, 380 no. 911,
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one case where the same shelfmark was assigned to more than one codex,
according to al-Hibs1.?

It is not entirely clear where the shelfmarks are marked on the codices.
The digital surrogates often display the shelfmark numbers on the title
page of the individual codices but in most cases the shelfmark recorded
by al-HibsT cannot be traced on the digital surrogates. It may well be that
these were added to the spine of the codices or on one of the bookblocks.
In some cases, where the shelfmarks recorded by al-Hibs1 are visible in the
digital surrogates, it is certain that these were not added by Muhammad al-
Mansir but rather by one of the previous owners (see below, Chapter Three,
ZMT 01333, 01465, 01351, 01340). In other cases, it cannot be determined
whether it was Muhammad al-Mansr or a previous owner who added the
shelfmark (see below, Chapter Three, ZMT 01315). Moreover, numerous
multi-text volumes that are preserved in the digital collection suggest that
yet another shelfmark system was introduced at some stage. These have a
piece of paper glued onto the board, listing at times the titles included in
the codex and displaying a shelfmark, such as magmi‘a dal [ZMT 01492],
etc. Assuming that the numbering is based on the abgad system, none of
those shelfmarks agrees with the magami‘ shelfmark system recorded by
al-HibsT.

381 nos. 914, 915, 916, 386 no. 922, 393 no. 946, 415 no. 995.

2 Shelfmark no. 14 is assigned to a multitext codex (nos. 21 [880] and 31 [890]) and again to a
copy of Imdam al-Mahdi Ahmad b. Yahya al-Murtada’s al-Gayt al-midrar Sarh al-Azhar, in four
volumes (no. 82 [942]).
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Chapter Three

Growth of the Library: An Analysis of Purchase Notes and Ownership
Statements

While the material at hand provides at least a partial picture of Muhammad
al-Mansir’s personal library as far as its manuscript holdings are concerned,
nothing is known about the printed books that were in his possession. During
the reign of Imam Yahyaand by his order,' afew classical Zayditexts that were
part of the curriculum of the madrasa al-‘ilmiyya appeared in print in San‘a’.
These include the Kitab Muntahd al-maram li-ayat al-ahkam by Muhammad b.
al-Husayn b. al-Manstr bi-llah al-Qasim b. Muhammad (1924),? and al-Kasif
li-dawi al-‘uqal ‘an wugiith ma‘ant al-Kafil by Ahmad b. Muhammad Ibn Lugman
(1928),’ along with other classics, such as the Amali by Imam al-Mu’ayyad bi-
11ah Ahmad b. al-Husayn (b. 333/944, d. 411/1020) (1936-37)* and primers of
anonymous authorship such as Muhtasar ft ‘ilm tagwid al-Qur’an (1924),° Kitab
al-Bina’ fi ‘ilm al-sarf (1924),° and Muhtasar fi ‘uliim al-din yagib ‘ala kull mukallaf
muslim taTimuhu (1924).” Publications by contemporary Yemeni authors
also began being printed during the same period,® and a growing number
of works by Yemeni (mostly traditionalist) authors had appeared in print
in Egypt from the turn of the twentieth century.’ All of these publications
must have been of immediate interest to Muhammad al-Mansir, and over
the next decades his exposure to printed books increased exponentially,

1 See vom Bruck, Islam, Memory, and Morality in Yemen, p. 50; Messick, The Calligraphic State, pp.
115-119. See also Renaud, “Eléments de Bibliographie sur le Zaydisme,” for an overview of
published works by Zaydt authors both in and outside Yemen up until 1979.

2 See Rossi, “La stampa nel Yemen,” p. 571 no. 1; cf. al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 404 (al-tafsir wa-l-
ahkam, no. 2).

®  SeeRossi, “La stampa nel Yemen,” p. 572 no. 1; Messick, “On the Question of Lithography,” pp.
164-166; cf. al-Akwa’, Madaris, p. 404 (usal al-figh, no. 1).

4 See Rossi, “La stampa nel Yemen,” p. 572 no. 6.
5 See Rossi, “La stampa nel Yemen,” p. 572 no. 2.
¢ See Rossi, “La stampa nel Yemen,” p. 572 no. 3.
7 See Rossi, “La stampa nel Yemen,” p. 573 no. 7.
¢ See Rossi, “La stampa nel Yemen,” pp. 572-574.
°  See Rossi, “La stampa nel Yemen,” pp. 578-579; Haykel, Revival and Reform, pp. 206-210.
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both in Yemen as well as during his travels.” While nothing is known about
his collection of printed books, this chapter demonstrates the central role
that manuscripts played throughout his life. A fair number of codices in
al-Mansir’s collection contain purchase notes that allow insights into the
growth of his collection over the decades. While the majority of notes are
precisely dated, some contain additional information, such as prices and
information about former owners, as well as details as to where Muhammad
al-Manstir acquired them and/or through whom.

This chapter discusses all codices among the digital surrogates of al-
Mansiir’s collection that include purchase notes by Muhammad al-Mansiir,
in chronological order of the acquisition, beginning in 1354/1935 and up
until 1406/1986. The respective ZMT number is followed, in pointed brackets,
by the shelfmark of the codex in al-Mansir’s library, to the extent that it is
captured in the digital surrogates. For codices that are described in al-HibsT's
catalogue, reference to the latter is given, in square brackets, followed by
the shelfmark in the Stookey microfilm collection for manuscripts that are
represented among the microfilms. Each codex is briefly described, followed
by a full quotation of Muhammad al-Mansir’s purchase note as well as other
related statements.

ZMT 01492 <magm a dal>

Acodex of 121 leaves containing a supercommentary (hasiya) by ‘Abd al-Gafir
al-LarT (d. 912/1506) on the commentary by his teacher, ‘Abd al-Rahman b.
Ahmad al-Gami (“al-Muhaqqiq al-Gami,” b. 817/1414, d. 898/1492), al-Fawa’id
al-diyd’iyya ‘ald I-Kafiya, on Gamal al-Din Abii ‘Amr ‘Utman b. ‘Umar b. al-
Hagib al-KurdT’s (d. 646/1249) book on syntax, al-Kafiya fi l-nahw. According

o This comprised an array of literary genres including poetry. See, e.g., Taminian, “Persuading
the Monarchs,” pp. 209-210: “In the early 1930s, journals, poetry collections, and novels
published in the Arab countries began to find their way to Yemen. They were brought to
Yemen from Egypt, Iraq, and Lebanon by passengers or by Yemeni students studying abroad.
Publishers also sent journals as presents to the Imam, the princes, and high ranking state
officials. The neo-classical poems of known Arab poets, especially the poetry of Ahmad al-
Shawgqi, an Egyptian poet, were widely read and appreciated by the younger literary elite.
They also generated debates on the authenticity of neo-classical poetry in comparison to
classical. Young poets and scholars were involved in the debates that were published in al-
Barid al-Adabi, a hand-written journal issued in 1943, and circulated among the elite of the
main cities in Yemen.” See also Renaud, “Eléments de Bibliographie sur le Zaydisme,” pp.
312ff. Some indication as to Muhammad al-Mansur’s travel activities throughout the Middle
East, Africa, and Europe, can be gleaned from his Lawami'. See also Fihrist kutub al-Hizana al-
mutawakkilyya, passim, for books (printed books as well as manuscripts) that were available
in the Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya by 1942. About half of its holdings were printed books.
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to the colophon (fig. 39), the copy was completed towards the end (al-usr al-
awahir) of Dt I-Higga 1165/0ctober 1655 in the masgid al-Hulla in al-Rawda.
The copyist, ‘Abd Allah b. Sa'ld al-Wahs, relates that he produced the copy
at the behest of Saff al-Islam Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ishaq al-Imam. The
latter is presumably the cousin of Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. Ishaq b. al-Mahdi—in
1168/1754-55 the two cousins set out together to gabal Barat and from there
to bilad Wusab. See al-Akwa’, Higar al-‘ilm, vol. 3, p. 1588 no. 15. Ahmad b.
Muhammad was also, as it seems, the father of ‘Alib. Ahmad b. Muhammad
b. Ishaq b. al-Mahdi (b. 1150/1737-38, d. 1220/1805-6). On the latter, see al-
Akwa', Higar al-ilm, vol. 3, pp. 1588-1589.

For al-GamT's commentary on

the Kafiya and al-LarT’s glosses, see i L
GAL, vol. 1, p. 369 no. 13; GALS, vol. £
2, p. 267; GALS, vol. 1, p. 533 no. e :

13. Al-LarT had written glosses on ._ls,{.a-_tg;? A “:’
several other works by his teacher; _ &w’t;‘ BB i 32

see Heer, The Precious Pearl, pp. S Iroer! !
1-29. For Ibn al-Hagib and al- A d

By Cotyipely s’

Gami as rammarians, see Sadan, i 5
g ¥ \f cf;&'d%; ¥ Jcﬂﬂf}’}”f’/’p

Subjunctive Mood, Appendix B, 2.28

-

(p. 328), 2.50 (p. 335). f}f (/‘L&rﬂw:;gf"w:; :
Muhammad al-Manstr had ‘-" £ lJ;ﬂf 3 (i
purchased the codex in Gumada I i\?‘ -\

1354/August 1935 from ‘Abd Allah
b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Girafi, who was
one of his teachers (see above).
The following note is placed on
the first page of the codex (fig. 2)
—the hand is evidently not Mu- *:]
hammad al-Mansiir’s and ur.lhk.e Fig. 2: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-
other comparable notes of his, it Mansir (ZMT_01492_002)

is not signed by him: ' -

oo a0 0y Ay S| el eas e Al e 0
| sl g AUS, g d ) i | ol o el o e el G | e o Jesld)

G | SV e e g ) a2l B | £ S0 o ) s Sl e ol )l
1354
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ZMT 01317 <2 magami'>

The codex of 150 leaves contains two works. These are identified on the title
page of the codex as (1) al-Tuhfa al-‘aliyya wa-I-farha al-bahiyya al-musammat
bi-Sirr al-‘ultim min al-mantir wa-l-manzam al-‘agib wa-ma uhtira min al-as‘ar al-
ra’iga min ta’hil al-garib and (2) Kitab Man gaba ‘anhu I-mutrib, by ‘Abd al-Malik
b. Muhammad al-Ta‘alabi (b. 350/961, d. 429/1039), a prominent literary
figure in Hurasan.

A second manuscript of the first title of uncertain authorship is attested
in another unidentified private library of Yemen, see http://k-tb.com/
manuscrit/brnamjyamen0036-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%DI
%81%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%38A%D8%A9%D9%88%
D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%DE%AD%DE%A-%D8%A7%D9%84%DE%A
8%D9%87%D9%8A%D8%A9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%85%D8%
A7%D8%A9%D8%A8%DE%B3%D8%B1%D8%AT7%D9%84%D8%BI%D9%84%D9
%88%D9%85%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%AB%D
9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%9%85%D9%86%D8%B8%DI%88%D9
%85 (accessed February 28, 2018).

The second title, Man gaba ‘anhu al-mutrib, is not included in the digital
surrogate. For this work (published repeatedly), see Orfali, “The Works of
Abi Manstr al-Tha‘alabi,” p. 289 no. 17.

Muhammad purchased the codex on 19 Ramadan 1354/15 December
1935 from the codex’s first owner, al-Qadi ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad al-Sabig
al-Buraf (fig. 40); for al-BuraT, see al-Maqghafi, Mawsii a, vol. 1, pp. 253-254.
The note reads as follows:

Al Al ezl | dall dslal o a2 o a2 | 453 pul sae o | dlo dl Calye s

oslly b iy o A | gl gl plall a2 o | ) as 21 V) Sl o | el
1354 & by 16519 | 3kl sV Al | o el | ppazt!

ZMT 01319 <55>

[al-HibsT, Fihris, p. 390 no. 935]

A codex of some 390 leaves containing al-Tadkira al-muharrara fi figh al-
‘itra al-tahira, by Saraf al-Din al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Nahw1
(d. 791/1389). The manuscript, which is incomplete, with text at the end
missing, has numerous glosses in the margin and additional slips of paper
that are glued into the codex throughout. The end of the text as preserved
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in the codex corresponds to p. 748 line 4 of Humayd Gabir ‘Ubayd’s edition
of the work (San‘a’ 1427/2006).

For the work, commonly known under the title al-Tadkira al-fahira fi figh
al-‘itra al-tahira, and its author, see al-Hibs1, Masadir, pp. 211-212; al-Husayni,
Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, pp. 279-280 no. 786; GAL, vol. 2, p. 237 no. 3.

Muhammad al-Mansiir added a purchase note retrospectively, on 26
Sawwal 1390/25 December 1970, relating that he bought the codex through
the mediation of his maternal uncle, Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘Al1, most
likely in 1354/1935-36 or even before that date. The title page also has a
shelfmark, “55,” most likely added by Muhammad al-Mansar (fig. 41):

|l ol il el ol | glas Jsleal oy a2 (a2 iy | bl Aoy 1 il (oS

)fjwj‘\13543;.¢|M@jy&\r&b)ﬁl\&dﬁdﬁéwd\i\%\ﬁ
ol ) g2l g oy 0 | 21390 diw Jlg 26 3| L

ZMT 01430
A codex of 138 leaves containing Igabat al-sa’il Sarh ;“9 :
Bugyat al-amil bi-nazam al-Kafil, by Muhammad )
b. Ismail al-Amir al-Sanani (b. 1099/1688, d. Yg@s\‘ %
1182/1768). According to the colophon (fig. 42), the d};?\*da”iil"
copy was transcribed by Isma‘Tl b. Ahmad, who may é{jﬁﬁ;
tentatively be identified as Isma‘il b. Ahmad al-Girafi & NV
(b. 1331/1913; on him see Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar, pp. “75? \})Q
186-187; al-Akwa’, Higar al-ilm, vol. 1, pp. 369-370). It = }g?{vf )
was completed on 26 Gumada I 1352/16 September 3 \‘f:zybf’ 8
1933, 5 ép_ﬁ“,‘“
The work relates to the author’s Bugyat al-amil fi J?ﬁ‘ ’@Frj
nazm al-Kafil, which is a versification of the renowned gd '"‘\_i, 92
Kitab al-Kafil bi-nayl al-su’l fi ‘ilm al-usiil by Muhammad 29,875
b. Yahyab. Ahmad Bahran (d. 957/1550), on legal theory. g??\;g,‘z’ﬂ

The Igabat al-sa’il has been published as Usiil al-figh al- ‘i.,:,-'-} gg,&“?‘
- g . A )

musamma Igabat al-sa’il Sarh Bugyat al-amil, li-l-imam al-

muhaddit Muhammad b. IsmaTl al-Amir al-Sanani (San‘a’/

Beirut 1408/1988). For the work and its author, see al-

Wagth, A'lam, pp. 863-872 no. 929; al-Akwa’, Higar al- Fig. 3: MS $an'@,

ilm, vol. 4, pp. 1815-1857 no. 17; al-Hibs1, “Muhammad ~ Maktabat Muhammad
’ : al-Mansir

(ZMT_01430_002)

(==

b. Isma‘1l al-Amir al-San‘ant”; al-Hibs1, Masadir, p. 189;

65



Sabine Schmidtke

al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, pp. 45 no. 66, 209 no. 567; vol. 2, p.
370 no. 2550; for the Kitab al-Kafil and its author, see also GALS, vol. 2, p. 557
no. 1b.

On the title page of the codex, Muhammad al-Manstr placed his
ownership statement below that of the previous owner, Muhammad b.
Ahmad b. Ibrahim al-Hazimi, from whom he acquired the codex on 30 Rabt'
11355/20 June 1936 (fig. 3). Muhammad b. Ahmad al-HazimT had also added
his ownership note onto the final page of the codex (see fig. 42). For the
different branches of the Al al-Hazimi, see al-Maghaft, Mawsii‘a, vol. 1, pp.
807-809. Muhammad al-Mansiir’s purchase note reads as follows:

\aﬁaﬁﬂ%i@@‘)‘ldﬂ‘ﬁ&@é‘k\&bw\@aﬂ \fm’)\ﬁri
é“ﬁ“ﬁﬂyjﬁ"j.’\“?\;\‘f@ﬂm‘m@b)@u|u\"‘\r~uu‘°‘) o el
&\«;Lﬂaﬁu(\ﬂmﬁmuj@wwJ@L)ﬁ)ﬁwﬁu qly 22 o

ZMT 01359 <35> W
[al-Hibsi, Fihris, p. 407 no. 980; NEATD LL K)o Iy

. ) ’ ) < ] )y };]
Stookey microfilm collection, u,l: b s JM, o 1 o4

E.6 (The University of Texas at

Austin,Perry-CastanedalLibrary, )
? ’ — 2 2 A” } »
Film 22,632 Reel 5 Micro)] c w/; rLf ET :Iu ,:W,;
f =5 JLA (‘ ke

A slim codex of 20 leaves et | oz g
A ~ o ’ J d | u . 5 L
containing Sulwan al-muta‘ fi A, ._“_A’:Jlﬂz- Gelladead =
‘udwan al-atba’, a work in the ﬁ@u“-._»/)mw\_w A3
literary genre of “Mirrors for \ b,{fdb 9= Lls =/l

"JJJA)JJ}F’LJ)&—JL.\’}_-—-) /}b_}‘

Princes,” Fiirstenspiegel, the most % f’_ s “(z )r]\./l_zu; o]
popular book of Abii ‘Abd Allah S 14 fm WOl JJ(J,&
Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah Ibn ﬁ%ﬁ‘(‘ ,&J,,, WL *"-‘t_
Zafar al-Siqillt (d. 565/ 1169). B = 0, 4. el ,,—/)_,m
The text begins on fol. 1r and is ‘k:‘h - s ,v;,),,_/), o JL,,
interrupted after fol. 4r (fols 1r- T T ) oA ) £,

4r corresponding to pp. 113-122 3? = —_n“ /L,urr/ ,,w}
line 12 of the printed edition A GNP Di G T
edited by Muhammad Ahmad Sean l@.‘- A
Damag, Beirut 1416/1995). i e

While fol. 4v is not preserved ==

in the digital copy, the digital Fig. 4: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-
surrogate continues with fols Mansiir (ZMT_01359_021)
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86v-100r, corresponding to pp. 293 line 6-321 of the printed edition. The
text is concluded with a colophon dated 25 Gumada 1 1370/4 March 1951,

signed by one ‘Al (?) b. (ﬁg. 4):

dew oo | 1370 & oWV (ol 25 33 v,.w:L\)L(.(‘;)a\.eJ)jb_.‘.i ““JJ‘WQK

Jo i sle ml el a8 My 3l s

For the Sulwan al-muta’, which
has been published repeatedly, and
its author, see GAL, vol. 1, p. 431 no.
5.i; GALS, vol. 1, p. 595A; Dekmejian
and Thabit, “Machiavelli’s Arab
Precu-rsor: Ibn Zafar al-Siqilli”;
Demiri, “Ibn Zafar” (with further
references).

The date mentioned in the
colophon conflicts with the date
mentioned in the ownership state-
ment by Muhammad al-Mansir,
which is added to the title page of
the codex, viz. Safar 1355/1936, i.e.,
some fifteen years earlier. The last
four pages of the codex (fols 98r line
4-100r) are written in a different
hand than the preceding leaves,
and the colophon evidently refers
only to those last pages, which were
added at a later stage to complete
the work, as is suggested by the
wording intaha tahrir hadihi l-sutar.
Some decades later, in 1390/1970-
71, Muhammad al-Manstr added
some further details as to how
he purchased the codex, which

5 | Lbo o 8l o W)y L0055 (paiee

M"ﬂﬁ {A@

ef B o
#ﬁ-@,ﬂ/ ﬂ?"%%/"
{ A—"’/‘xﬁrﬁw 1)
B (AT

'} Qy;uvfﬂmh,,,r,,;.rw
W’
\’
°t‘." f“'
\31"0 eos
ST A o
4- *?

\

Fig. 5: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-
Mansir (ZMT_01359_002)

originally belonged to Matar b. ‘Ayda al-Sawdi, the brother of Muhammad
al-Sawdi, through the mediation of al-Hagg Husayn DusI (fig. 5). The two
notes, of 1355 AH and of 1390 AH, read as follows:
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ATy a2 e duy Al oy ooy o sy oo )l o Il AU

il ol | e b lad sl o 08 o 0 o g s o Sley iy e )l o
0s | 1355 G o b oF e (IR BN Hlds a2 iy o5udl A 2 s mondl
ol olly apllyy Bl azy Sl fi | 1356 G Uyl gy 4 1k ad) oo i

¢l 4 ity wpendy Jl | ) amy eo3all Lo o bl | 2 s 3 Ol | a o
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| G 7 e O8I U 4y £ ] lply skl 4 ) Jldy 55l 1 edl | T d
slana 1390 dws o 22 se uals | lay V)

ZMT 01448 <64~
[al-HibsT, Fihris, p. 366, no. 869]

A codex of 239 leaves, containing the Kitab Ahmad b. Isa b. Zayd, i.e., the
Amali of Imam Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Tsa b. Zayd al-Husayni (b. 157/773,
d. 247/861), in the recension of Abii Ga‘far Muhammad b. Mansiir b. Yazid
al-Muradr (alive in 252/866). The work is divided into five parts (ajza’, sg.
guz’). Part One is paginated (76 pages), and a new pagination starts with
Part Two (out of the total of 38 pages the first eleven are paginated)—the
remainder of the codex is neither paginated nor foliated. Parts One, Two,
and Three, together with Four respectively are concluded by brief undated
colophons. Part Five is incomplete and the end of the text as preserved in the
codex corresponds to vol. 3, p. 1633 line 12 of the published work (Ahmad
b. Tsa, Kitab Ra’b al-sad’, Beirut 1410/1990). Throughout the codex there are
occasional margin notes which seem to be in the hand of Muhammad al-
Mansiir, and in a few cases these are signed as .

Muhammad relates in the ownership statement on the title page of Part
One of the work (dated Gumada I 1382/October 1962) that he purchased the
codex in or before 1360/1941, through the mediation of al-Hagg ‘Abd Allah
‘Aqiq (fig. 43):
sk | o deslad o o) de o sl o 0 a2 | Lo BB A e )l s (8
G 2 03 18 @) e e A Aaly Ll [ ol b A el el

1382 & | elana B3 oy 351 (g3l 42 4 %k 2y | 1360
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ZMT 01459 <67~

[al-Hibs1, Fihris, p. 367 no. 874; Stookey microfilm collection, 0.3 (The
University of Texas at Austin, Perry-Castafieda Library, Film 22,632 Reel 15
Micro)]

A codex of 103 foliated leaves
containing Salah al-mu’min, a work
on du‘a in twenty-one chapters,
by the Damascene scholar Sams
al-Din Muhammad b. Muhammad
b. Muhammad al-Gazar1 (“Ibn al-
Gazari,” b. 751/1350, d. 833/1429).
The colophon (fol. 103r) relates
that the copy was completed in
Ramadan 1283/January-February
1867. The shelfmark as mentioned
by al-HibsT (“67”) is not visible in
the digital surrogate of the codex.
For the author, see EI2, vol. 3, p.
753 (M. Ben Cheneb).

Muhammad al-Manstiradded
a brief ownership statement

dated to Gumada 1 1361/May-
June 1942 on the page that Fig. 6: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-

precedes the title page (fig. 6): Mansfir (ZMT_01459_001)

BE oy e 5205 | W) ey Lkl Jeslal a2 oo | dla A ey )l &g 3
48 i Sl 1361 dwe J ¥ ldl o | Sliaglly sl

ZMT 01374 <10 magmii'a>
[al-Hibsi, Fihris, pp. 363 no. 864, 372 no. 884]

Amultitext volume of 130 leaves containing the following works: (1) abrief
anonymous work with numerous references to Ibn al-Hagib; (2) the title page
(only) of al-Kasif li-dawi [I-‘ugal] ‘an wugith masa’il al-Kafil, a commentary on the
Kitab al-Kafil bi-nayl al-su’l fi ‘ilm al-usil by Muhammad b. Yahya b. Muhammad
b. Ahmad Bahran (d. 957/1550); (3) Kitab al-Badr al-sari, an autocommentary
on Kitab Wasitat al-darari fi tawhid al-Bari’, a dogmatic treatise by Muhammad
b. ‘Izz al-Din b. Muhammad al-Sahir bi-1-Muft1 (d. 1049/1639-40 or 1050/1640-
41). For the works and its author, see al-Hibs1, Masadir, pp. 144-145; al-Akwa’,
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Higar al-ilm, vol. 3, pp. 1635-1636 no. 34; al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya,
vol. 1, p. 196 no. 529, vol. 3, p. 141 no. 3261; (4) Kitab Waqf Hamza wa-Hisam
‘ald l-hamz, by Saraf al-Din al-Hasan b. Qasim b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘AlT al-Muradi b.
Umm Qasim (d. 749/1348-49); for the work and its author, see GAL, vol. 2, p.
27 no. 6; GALS, vol. 2, p. 16 no. 6 (10). For additional attestations of this work,
see Arabic Union Catalogue (www.arug.org) ragm al-dabt 11202827275 [http://
www.aruc.org/ar/  web/auc/search;jsessionid=D640EECB5F8FF57D6C6B85
DC189C55487page=FullDisplay&searchType=Bib&mld=2827275  (accessed
February 28, 2018)]; (5) Kitab Asna al-‘aqa’id fi asraf al-matalib wa-azlaq al-
maqasid, by Imam al-Nasir al-Hasan b. ‘Al b. Dawtd al-Yamant al-Hadawt
(d. 1024/1615 or 1025/1616). For the work and its author, see al-Husaynf,
Mu'allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 122 no. 305; al-Akwa’, Higar al-ilm, vol. 4, pp.
2197-2198 no. 1; al-Wagih, A'lam, pp. 334-336 no. 319.

Muhammad al-Mansiir received this codex as a gift from his teacher, ‘Abd
al-Rahman b. Muhammad al-Ahdal (on him see above). The latter wrote a
note to that effect on the title page of Kitab al-Badr al-sari which is partly cut
off. Below his teacher’s note Muhammad al-Manstir adds an explanatory
note, identifying the hand in the aforementioned note as being that of his
teacher and adding that it was between 1363/1944 and 1370/1950-51, during
one of his visits to ‘Abd al-Rahman’s house, that he received the codex as a
gift (fig. 44):

Gy 5 1363 & | oy bo SRl Qs ) azy | Jaad)ag o e s AU LG Vs
O A e | 21390 dew lss Ha 30 | gy Ma g adile AL | DLy el 3 2 1370

ol b B |yl e Lol

ZMT 01367

A multitext volume of 201 folios containing the following works, written
by different hands: (1) Burda, a poem in praise of the Prophet Muhammad,
by Saraf al-Din Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Sa‘ld al-Biisir1 (b. 608/1212,
d. between 694/1294 and 696/1297). On the work and its author, see Daub,
Formen und Funktionen; (2) Parts One and Two of Kitab “Ahbar” Magqatil al-
Talibiyyin of Abi I-Farag ‘AlTb. al-Husayn al-Isfahant (b. 284/897, d. 356/967).
The two parts are paginated individually: Part One concludes with a colophon
(page 136) dated 24 Muharram 1069/October 1658 and signed by the copyist,
‘Izz al-Din b. Muhammad b. ‘Izz al-Din b. al-Hadi b. Tzz al-Din b. al-Qasim
b. Abt I-Fada’il b. Muhammad b. al-Amir al-Mustansir bi-llah Ibrahim b. al-
Imam al-Mutawakkil ‘ala 11ah al-Mutahhar b. Yahya b. al-Murtada. Part Two
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is incompletely preserved; the end of the text as preserved in the codex
corresponds to p. 457 line 12 of the published work (Nagaf 1385/1965). On
the Magatil al-Talibiyyin, see Giinther, Quellenuntersuchungen; (3) several pages
containing various correspondences; (4) Turfat al-ashab fi ma'rifat al-ansab, a
work on genealogy by al-Sultan al-Malik al-ASraf ‘Umar b. Yasuf b. Rasl,
Sultan of Yemen (d. 696/1296). The text is again paginated and covers pp. 1
through 39 and was completed on 25 Rabr 1T 1060/April 1650, by Husayn b.
Sa'ld al-Habal (?).The work has been edited by Karl Vilhelm Zetterstéen (b.
1866, d. 1953) (Damascus 1949). On Zetterstéen’s edition, see also the review
by Werner Caskel, Oriens 5 (1952), pp. 364-365.

The portion containing al-Isfahant’s Magatil al-Talibiyyin was given to
Muhammad al-Mansiir by his teacher, ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad al-
Ahdal. A note to this effect by ‘Abd al-Rahman is found on the title page of
al-Isfahant’s work, dated to Gumada II 1365/May 1946. To this Muhammad
al-Mansiir again adds an explanatory note, dated 14 Sa‘ban 1367/22 June
1948 (fig. 45), which reads as follows:

| . |
a2 | &)y A ‘“?)L;ﬁ“ld*b .' >\_}_\ Aol [
o oM ae G el . &\)(A?SO Lb
o e | o e (PRt mh
S 2l | e o 2an Sasly i@ o, 5 Sy
obed 14 A6 | U e ol i l}':\ (V(c\v *—’“ﬁﬁ’;ﬁ*
| g\b,’f"‘ | ‘I"“ A.@augll

14 | ¥l oy [ 1367 2w £€ 500 Lo
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On the title page of Turfat [ ’j;

al-ashab there is another |/

note by ‘Abd al-Rahman b. [

Muhammad al-Ahdal (dated Jj:[d‘“

10 Gumada I 1362/15 May

1943), followed by a purchase

note by Muhammad al-

Mansir, in which the latter

relates that he bought the codex from ‘Abd al-Rahman’s son, ‘Abd Allah b.

‘Abd al-Rahman, in Gumada II 1375/January-February 1956. This suggests

that the individual texts contained in the codex were bound together only

at a later stage. Muhammad’s note (fig. 7) reads as follows:

Fig. 7: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr
(ZMT_01367_184)
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ZMT 01329 <96>

[al-HibsT1, Fihris, p. 410 no. 985; Stookey microfilm collection, B.11 (The
University of Texas at Austin, Perry-Castafieda Library, Film 22,632 Reel 2
Micro)]

A codex of 110 leaves, containing al-Hasir li-fawa’id al-Muqgaddima fi ‘ilm
al-i'rab, a commentary on the Mugaddima fi ‘ilm al-i'rab by the Egyptian
grammarian Ab{ l-Hasan Tahir b. Ahmad b. Babasad al-Nahwt al-MisrT (“Ibn
Babasad,” d. 469/1077), by Imam al-Muayyad bi-llah Yahya b. Hamza (b.
669/1270, d. 749/1348-9).

For the Mugaddima and its author, see Haarmann, Ibn Babashadh’s
“Mugaddima”: An Arabic Grammatical Treatise of the 11th Century A.D.; Sadan,
Subjunctive Mood, Appendix B 2.24 (p. 327); EI2, vol. 10, pp. 103-104 (M. G.
Carter). For commentaries written on the text, including the Hasir, see al-
Hibs1, Gami* al-Surih wa-I-hawast, vol. 3, pp. 2111-2113. Yahya b. Hamza’s
commentary was published under the title al-Hasir li-fawa’id Muqaddimat Tahir
ft ‘ilm haqa’iq al-i‘'rab (ed. Muhammad Salah al-Din Hantaya, Sana’ 2007); see
also the edition and study by Muhammad Abdul-Rahman, A Critical Edition of
Al-Hasir li-Fawa’id al-Mugaddima.

The title page has an ownership statement (partly cut off) by Muhammad
al-Mansiir, dated to Gumada I1 1378/December 1958-January 1959, in which
he relates that he purchased the codex about ten years earlier or more, i.e.,
around 1368/1948-49 (fig. 46):

o | dae o desled W e ) | el 0 Y e [N ] ) S e
1378wdj>%d>bjfj|xwwf&k}p;ﬁﬂg
ZMT 01458

[Stookey microfilm collection, J.8 with K.2 (The University of Texas at Austin,
Perry-Castafieda Library, Film 22,632 Reels 10 and 11 Micro)]

A volume of 400 pages in the oblong format (“safina”) containing
numerous pieces of poetry, copied by several hands, including a fair number
of pieces that were transcribed by Muhammad al-Mansiir, which appear
on the first and the last pages of the codex. The codex also has numerous
margin notes in the hand of Muhammad al-Mansiir, often signed as » ». On
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one occasion Muhammad identifies the hand as that of
his cousin and foster-brother, Yahya b. Mutahhar, adding
that the latter was born on 24 Sawwal 1324/11 December
1906 in Sahara and that he died on 30 Ramadan 1394/17
October 1974 in San‘a’ (fig. 47):

Jbs f ol o o s o sl e o g% 5T b s
Blesy 1324 & o 24 3 odlgey 1394 & Jaill ss oy slana
e b A Jeld o ag o at S pled C 3 4

The first page of the codex has an ownership
statement dated to Rabi' I 1368/January 1949 (fig. 8). The
handwriting suggests that the note was not written by
Muhammad al-Manstr himself:

S o e o desld ([ a2 o ad ey 1]zl Js 3

1368 | Jo3! bl | el Ll azle | - | Fig. 8: MS
| Js L A TR | ol 4 | ) o deslews san‘a’, Maktabat
Muhammad
al-Manstr
ZMT 01339 (ZMT_01458_002)

A codex of 212 pages containing Hasiyat Kitab al-Tabagat ft
dikr fadl al-‘ulama’ wa-‘ilmihim wa-musannafatihim wa-l-tana’ ‘alayhim min man
‘asarahu al-musannif rahimahu llah ta‘ala wa-man mata gablahu, also known
as al-Mustatab fi taragim rigal al-Zaydiyya al-atyab, by Yahya b. al-Husayn b.
al-Qasim al-Yamani al-San‘ani (b. 1035/1625, d. after 1099/1688). The copy
was produced at the behest of the work’s author and completed in Gumada
I 1094/April-May 1683 (Part One; see colophon fol. 102r) and Gumada II
1094/May-June 1683 (Part Two; see colophon fol. 209v). On the work and its
author, see al-Hibs1, Masadir, p. 518; Gochenour, “A Revised Bibliography,” p.
314. (On the codex, see also below, Chapter Four).

In addition to occasional margin notes throughout the codex (see, e.g.,
pp. 38, 39, 68), Muhammad al-Manstr added an ownership statement to the

title page (fig. 9), dated 29 Dii 1-Qa‘da 1369/12 September 1950, which reads
as follows:
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oo ae o el a1l VANV sl ¢
a,\an29|w\JJ L3|4nr@ala§)(w\gj |M&f@$dk}&\€‘“g}‘)€l‘l\ A st

1369 & | ol

ZMT 01333 <“88”> ey - -
[al-Hibsi, Fihris, p. 391 no. 939] . de,LWJw_,,MMW

A codex of 174 leaves con- U%&:ﬁ,\ypwﬁj Mldgguﬁﬁ?r
taining the Ziyadat by Imam oy tp;duwu-,fwww _
al-Muayyad billah Ahmad b, “ﬂa—lw‘k’ﬁ*’auﬂ |l
al-Husayn al-Harani (b. 333 / G} W,c}‘,(ﬁy@uu (‘JJ
944, d. 411/1020), consisting of e L
fatawd of al-Mu'ayyad that were e ’M Chd
collected by Abi I-Qasim b. Tal S kel 51
al-Hawsami al-ma rif bi-1-Ustad. affﬁ;ﬂh Fl g AR
The copy is dated 24 RabT II J‘f"gf'"'ﬁ = a,',; :
776 | October-November 1374 & ey "ﬁ.,_i,‘/"l
and the name of the copyist is AT f “f
Ahmadb. ‘AlTb. Suhayl al-Sabati ;,‘_J;f",}f}
al-NizarT (see colophon on fol. rg/*sf _ ' g; %
174r). On this work, see Ansari n»f&-&vg} Mo :/ AL uaes
and Schmidtke, Studies, pp. 204- Qé ¢ oG il 0y
205 no. 105, 230 no. 118. -“:,«j,/!,y

Muhammad al-Manstir's owner- Y
ship statement on the title page Fig. 9: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-
is dated 14 DG 1-Qa‘da 1370/17 Mansiir (ZMT_01339_004)

August 1951, and there is also a

stamp that is placed next to it (fig. 48). The shelfmark “88,” which appears
on the upper outer corner of the title page and which is also recorded by
al-HibsT in his catalogue evidently does not originate with Muhammad al-
Mansiir. The ownership statement reads as follows:

S| e e dslel ol | dsleal a2 o af ey 1| i s Lo
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ZMT 01488 <magmii‘a ta>

Multitext volume of 58 leaves, containing two works: (1) Kitab al-Amtal ft
makarim al-ahlaq (fols 1-20v). While no further information on the work is
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given in the codex itself, the text seems
to be identical with Chapter Five of Aba
‘Ubayd Allah al-Bakri's (d. 487/1094 or
496/1103) Fasl al-magqal fi Sarh Kitab al-
Amtal (Khartoum 1958). For Abl ‘Ubayd
Allah, see Enclslam, vol. 2, pp. 672-677
(Enayatollah Reza); (2) Kitab al-Qala’id
wa-l-fara’id fi ahkam al-siyasa wa-nazm al-
riyasa (fols 21r-57r). Again, no author is
given for this work, the beginning parts
of which are missing.

Muhammad al-Manstr’s ownership
statement on the title page of the codex
(partly cut off) is dated to Gumada I
1371/28 January 1952 (fig. 10) and reads
as follows:

dey AV mal) oy A1 Blaed)) Jbé\/\» wbl £

oo e G | dsled oag o ad Al Fig. 10: MS San‘@’, Maktabat

L5 gt o B e ety el
1371 & | do¥) 2l ol o) | el ol
Aﬁ\wb%&%|wilﬁ

ZMT 01360 <50~

A codex of 625 pages (paginated throughout)
containing Part One (al-tumn al-awwal) of Sarh al-
Tahrir, also known by the title al-Gami‘ fi I-Sarh, by
Zayd b. Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-KalarT (fl. fifth
/eleventh century), a commentary on the Kitab
al-Tahrir fi l-kasf ‘an nusis al-a’imma al-naharir by
Imam al-Natiq bi-I-Haqq Aba Talib Yahya b. al-
Husayn al-Harani (b. 340/951-52, d. 424/1033).
The first leaf was evidently missing—Muhammad
al-Manstr added a ruled bifolio to the codex
which contains the text that is missing in the
beginning.
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The Kitab al-Tahrir has been
published in the edition of
Muhammad Yahya Salim ‘Azzan
(San@’ 1997). On the Tahrir, see
Madelung, Imam al-Qasim ibn
Ibrahim, pp. 178-179; al-Husayni,
Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p.
253 no. 701. On the author of
(the still unpublished) al-Gami" fi
I-Sarh and extant manuscripts of
the work, see al-Wagth, A'lam, pp.
449-450.

Muhammad al-Mansiir’s owner-
ship note on the title page of the
codex is dated to 25 Gumada II
1371/21 February 1952, and there
is a shelfmark “50” on the upper

; - Fig. 12: MS San‘a’, Maktabat Muhammad al-

may well be in his hand (fig. 11).
The note reads as follows:

Jeled o o) s o deslad a0 | G wllally A e 1| jzall el 1 o £
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ZMT 01318

An incomplete copy of al-Tadkira al-fahira fi figh al-‘itra al-tahira by al-Hasan
b. Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Nahwi (d. 791/1389), containing the beginning
of the work. The digital surrogate of the codex, which carries several layers
of margin commentaries, consists of only 17 leaves, and the end of the
text in the digital surrogate corresponds to p. 56 line 16 of Humayd Gabir
‘Ubayd’s edition of the work (San‘a’ 1427/2006). It is uncertain whether the
physical original comprises additional material. On the first page of the
codex Muhammad al-Mansiir added an ownership statement in which he
relates that the codex was given to him by al-Qadi Yahya [-Nahwt and that
he had sent to the latter in Ramadan 1373/May 1954 four riyals in return.
Muhammad’s note follows upon an ownership note of the previous owner,
Yahya b. ‘Alf al-Nahwi (fig. 12):
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Pl Ao [ (b A jedas Jeslal o a2 o 0 sl | Aoy Q) ) Jpo Q) Lo ¢
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ZMT 01465 <62>

The codex of 121 leaves contains a partial copy of Sarh al-Qald’id fi tashih al-
‘aqa’id by ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammadb. Abi1-Qasimb. ‘AlTal-Nagri(d.877/1472-
73). On the work and its author, see al-Husayni, Mu'allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol.
2, p. 174 no. 1971; al-Wagth, A'lam, pp. 616-618 no. 635. According to the
colophon on the final page of the codex, the copy was completed on 17
Ramadan 1077/13 March 1667, by the hand of Muhammad b. Hasan al-
ZaylaT, and this at the behest of Saraf al-Din al-Hasan b. Salih b. Sa‘ld b.
Ibrahim al-mulagqab bi-1-ZaylaT. At the end of the codex there is a statement
recording the purchase of the manuscript by Saraf al-Din al-Husayn b. Salah
al-muhtasib from the previous owner, Saraf al-Din al-Hasan, with a barely
legible date. Muhammad al-Mansiir adds a brief comment (dated to Gumada
11 1406/February-March 1986), in which he explains that the correct reading
of the date is Sa'ban 1099/June 1688 (fig. 49). For the Al al-Zayla‘, see al-
Maghafi, Mawsii‘a, vol. 2, pp. 733-735. Throughout the codex there are
additional margin notes by Muhammad al-Mansiir, signed as , ..

The shelfmark that is recorded on the upper edge of the title page (“62”)
seems to have been written by the same pen that was used to record another
anonymous ownership statement, which appears to its left. The name of the
owner has been wiped out and remains illegible. On the same page, there is
a statement on the purchase of the manuscript by Muhammad al-Manstr
through a dealer whom he describes as “al-Gabali,” for the price of five and
a half riyals, dated 28 or 29 RabT 11 1374/24 or 25 December 1954. While the
statement seems to be written by a different hand, it has been signed by
Muhammad al-Manstr (fig. 50). The statement reads as follows:

Mol ol 20 ol b i | Jdlae ol 08 0 sy i | 1 al) U
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ZMT 01315 <77~

A codex of 260 leaves, containing Part Two (al-guz’ al-tani) of al-Bahr al-zahhar
by Imam al-Mahdi li-Din Allah Ahmad b. Yahya al-Murtada (d. 840/1436-
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37), together with margin glosses throughout the codex, in the hand of
Muhammad al-Mansiir, as it seems (the notes are not signed for the most
part).

Muhammad al-Mansiir adds a note on the title page, dated Gumada I
1414/November-December 1993, in which he relates that he had purchased
the codex some forty years earlier, i.e., around 1374/1954-55 (fig. 51):

M 5,6 o [ e ppmpl J8 6l b ) il | glae sl a2 o a2 e 3 1)
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ZMT 01478

Multitext volume containing numerous texts, mostly poetry, including
Nafahat al-as‘ad ila buliig al-murad by Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Gar Allah
Masham al-Sa‘di al-Yamani (d. 1181/1767). For another manuscript of
the Nafahat al-as'ad, see http://totfim.com/Books/Details/5372 (accessed
February 28, 2018) and http://totfim.com/Manuscripts/Details/16506
(accessed February 28, 2018). For the author, see al-Sawkant, al-Badr al-tdli,
pp. 618-619 no. 405; al-Wagih, A'lam, pp. 855-858 no. 920.

Muhammad al-Mansir relates that he had purchased the codex on 13
Gumada I 1375/28 December 1955 from ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman [al-
Ahdal] (see below, ZMT 01375) and he adds some lines of poetry on the title
page (fig. 52):
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ZMT 01375 <5>
[al-HibsT, Fihris, p. 415 no. 996]

A codex of 220 leaves (paginated up until page 118), containing the
complete text of Kitab al-Tbar fi habar man gabar by Muhammad b. Ahmad al-
Dahabi (d. 806/1404), covering the years one through 700 AH, as well as the
author’s Dayl al-Tbar, together with the Dayl of Zayn al-Din al-Traqt and an
anonymous summary (muhtasar) of Mizan al-i‘tidal finaqd al-rigal by al-Dahabi.
Al-Dahabt’s ‘Tbar was published in the edition of Salah al-Din al-Munaggid
(5 vols, Kuwait 1960-6). The codex also contains the complete text of al-
Dahabi’s Dayl al-Tbar, covering the years 701 through 740 AH (published in
the edition of ‘Abd al-Mutallib, pp. 13-215), followed by another addendum
(dayl) covering the years 741 through 763 AH by Abii I-Fadl ‘Abd al-Rahim al-
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Traqial-SafiT(b.725/1325,d.806/1403) which is opened by a brief tarjama by
the author. The codex ends with several shorter texts, notes, and excerpts.
Al-DahabT’s Tbar together with his Dayl were also published in the edition of
Abi Hagir Muhammad al-Sa‘id b. Basytni Zaglal (Beirut 1985).

Muhammad al-Mansiir had bought this codex in Gumada111375/January-
February 1956 from ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Ahdal (fig. 53):
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ZMT 01457
[al-Hibsi, Fihris, pp. 362 no. 861, 367, no. 872]

A codex of 60 leaves containing responsa of Imam al-Mansar bi-1lah al-
Qasim b. Muhammad b. ‘Al1 (b. 967/1559, d. 1029/1620) to various questions
posed to him.

The codex was presented to Muhammad al-Mansiir as a gift by ‘Abd Allah
b.‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad al-Ahdal in Muharram 1377/July-August 1957.
The additional note, by the former owner, to which Muhammad refers in his
statement, is not preserved in the digital surrogate of the codex (fig. 54):
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In 1377/1958-9, Muhammad al-Mansir purchased a number of codices
from the heirs of Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Kuhlan.
These include the following codices (ZMT 01472, 01476, 01436, 01467, 01364,
01365, 01311, 01334, 01370):

ZMT 01472 <28 / magmi‘ ‘ayn>

[al-Hibsi, Fihris, pp. 374 no. 889, 388 no. 930, 402 no. 967, 404 no. 971; Stookey
microfilm collection, B.7 (The University of Texas at Austin, Perry-Castafieda
Library, Film 22,632 Reel 2 Micro)]

A multitext volume consisting of 242 unfoliated leaves, containing,
among other shorter texts and correspondences: (1) Kitab Magmu‘ min al-
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$u‘dr, poems written by Sams al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Wazir (b.
921/1515, d. 985/1577) for Sams al-Din Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. al-Mu’ayyad;
(2) Kitab al-Radd ‘ala I-mulhid, an account of Imam al-Qasim b. Ibrahim al-
RassT’s (d. 246/860) discussions with a sceptic in Egypt that was most likely
written down by one of Imam al-Qasim’s sons (see Madelung, Imam al-Qasim
ibn Ibrahim, p. 100). The text has been published in al-Qasim b. Ibrahim,
Magmu“ kutub wa-rasa’il, vol. 1, pp. 291-318; (3) Kitab al-Ihlilja, attributed
to Imam Ga'far al-Sadiq (d. 148/765); the work has been published in the
edition of Husayn Mahmal Hasan Mahmal al-Magzi (San‘a’ 2009); (4) Misbah
al-3art'a wa-miftah al-hagiqa, attributed to Imam Ga‘far al-Sadiq (published,
with Persian translation, Tehran 1363[/1984]); (5) Kitab al-Safwa li-Zayd b.
‘Ali b. al-Husayn (published in the edition of Hasan Muhammad Taqt al-
Hakim, Beirut 1992).

The codex was purchased from the heirs of Muhammad b. Muhammad
al-Kuhlant in Ramadan 1377/March-April 1958. The manuscript has two
ownership notes by Muhammad al-Manstir, the one on the first page of the
Kitab Magmu“ (fig. 55), and another one on the title page of Misbah al-Saria
(fig. 56). While both notes record the purchase as having taken place at the
same time, it is likely that the two texts were only later brought together
into a single codex—the second note is dated to Ragab 1382/November-
December 1962.

The first ownership statement, which is accompanied by a stamp, reads
as follows:

O deled s o dsled G o) s G dEl [ o *“LM‘\"“)&J‘“‘L“’}&
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The second ownership statement reads as follows:
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ZMT 01476

Multitext volume of 318 unfoliated leaves, containing the following twelve
works: (1) Kitab al-Tasfiya ‘an al-mawani‘ al-muhlika al-murdiyya, a work on
religious ethics by Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Daylami (d. 711/1311-12). On
the work and its author, see al-Husayni Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, pp. 290-
291; Madelung, Imam al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim, p. 220; Madelung, “Zaydr Attitutes
to Sufism,” pp. 128-129; cf. also al-Hibsi, Masadir, pp. 126, 324; (2) Kitab al-
Usil al-tamaniya fi l-iman bi-llah wa-l-yawm al-ahar wa-l-mala’ika wa-l-kitab wa-
l-nabiyyin wa-1-a’imma al-tahirin, by Muhammad b. Imam al-Qasim b. Ibrahim
b. Isma‘ll al-Hasani (d. 284/897-88), the son of Imam al-Qasim b. Ibrahim
al-RassT (d. 246/860). On the work and its author, see al-Wagth, Alam, pp.
978-979 no. 1049; al-Husayni, Mu’allafdt al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 131 no. 332 (“al-
Ustl al-yamaniyya”); cf. also Madelung, Imam al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim, passim.
The present text, as well as other writings of his, have been published in
Muhammad b. al-Qasim, Magma' kutub wa-rasa’il; (3) Kitab al-Diyana, by
Imam al-Hadi ila I-Haqq Yahya b. al-Husayn (d. 298/911). The text has been
published in al-Had1ilal-Haqq, al-Magm ‘a al-fahira, pp. 153-158. On the work,
see also al-Husayni, Mu allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 367 no. 1057; (4) Kitab al-
Hasiyya, by al-Hadi ila 1-Haqq. The text has been published in al-Magmii‘a
al-fahira, pp. 593-594; (5) Kitab al-Usil fi I-din, by al-Hadi ila I-Haqq. The text
has been published in al-Magmii‘a al-fahira, pp. 133-139. On the work, see
also al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 129 no. 326; (6) a brief text
entitled Tawhid ‘Al b. al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib; (7) al-Balig al-mudrik, by al-
Hadi ila I-Haqq (copy dated 4 RabT 1 1060/7 March 1650). The text has been
published in al-Magmii‘a al-fahira, pp. 147-152. See also al-Husayni, Mu allafat
al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 191 no. 517; (8) Kitab Kanz al-rasad wa-zad al-ma‘ad,
another work on ethics, by Imam al-Hadi ‘Izz al-Din b. al-Hasan al-Hasan1
(r. 879/1474-900/1495). Published, with glosses by ‘Abd al-Wasi'b. Yahya al-
WasiT, Cairo: s.d., ca. 1925; see Rossi, “La stampa nel Yemen,” p. 579. See also
al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 2, p. 390 no. 2615; Madelung, “Zaydi
Attitudes to Sufism,” p. 136; (9) a short unidentified text on ethics; (10) Kitab
Kasr al-Sahwatayn by Abt Hamid al-Gazali (d. 505/1111), this being Book XXIII
of his Thya ‘ulim al-din. An edition of the text is included in Gazali, Adab al-
nikah, pp. 77-126; for an English translation, see Gazali, On Disciplining the
Soul; (11) an epistle by Abli Hamid al-Gazali to Abi I-Fath Ahmad b. Salama
al-Dimasqt; (12) Kitab al-‘Asr hisal fi l-tazawwud li-l-mal by ‘Al b. ‘Abd Allah
b. Ahmad b. Abi I-Hayr (the last part of which is incomplete); for this brief
work on ethics, see al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 2, p. 262.
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This codex was purchased from the heirs of Muhammad [b. Muhammad]
al-Kuhlani in Ragab 1377/1958 (fig. 57):
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ZMT 01436 <68>

A codex of 86 leaves containing Part One of Tarith Rawh al-riih fima hadata ba'da
I-mi’a al-tasi‘a min al-fitan wa-l-futuh by Tsa b. Lutf Allah b. al-Mutahhar b. al-
Imam Saraf al-Din al-Kawkabani al-San‘ani (b. 986/1578-79, d. 1048/1638).
The copy was completed on 22 Gumada 1T 1334/26 April 1916. The scribe
adds that he had transcribed the codex by order (bi-‘inaya) of Muhammad b.
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Kuhlani, and he identifies himself as Salih
b. ‘Abd al-Haqq.

On the work and its author, see Sayyid, Sources, pp. 229-231; al-Wagih,
Aflam, pp. 739-740 no. 806 (al-Wagth erroneously mentions 1084 AH as
his year of death). The work has been published in the edition of Ibrahim
b. Ahmad al-Maghafl (San'a’ 1424/2003); see also http://zaidiah.com/
aticles/2190 (accessed February 28, 2018).

The title page has Muhammad al-Mansiir’s note, dated to Sawwal 1390/
November-December 1970, in which he relates that he had purchased the
codex from the heirs of Muhammad al-Kuhlani, “many years ago,” most
likely in 1958-9 when he had bought other codices from the same seller (fig.
58):
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ZMT 01467

The codex, which consists of 309 pages, contains two works: (1) Sarh Nukat
al-ibadat wa-gumal al-ziyadat of al-Qadi Sams al-Din Abii I-Fadl Ga‘far b.
Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Salam b. Abi Yahya al-Buhliili (“Qadi Ga‘far,” d. 573/1177),
copy completed on 10 Rabi II 1063/10 March 1653 (pages 1-219); on this
work, see al-Husayni, Mu allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 2, p. 198 no. 2032; (2) Durar
al-qala’id wa-nukat al-fara’id, by Salih b. Manstr al-Kaft (pages 225-279),
copy completed in Di 1-Qa‘da 1055/December 1645-January 1646. The last
pages of the codex contain several responsa by various imams (pages 280-
308). The two works have been published in the edition of al-Murtada b.
Zayd al-MahatwarT al-Hasan under the title al-Rawda al-bahiyya fi I-masa’il
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al-mardiyya: Sarh Nukat al-‘ibadat, ta'lif Sams al-Din Gafar b. Ahmad b. Abt
Yahya ‘Abd al-Salam. Wa-yalihi Kitab Durar al-qala’id wa-nukat al-fara’id, ta’lif
Salih b. Mansir al-Kafi, 2nd edition (San‘a’ 2004).

On the title page of the codex there is an ownership statement dated to
Sawwal 1390/November-December 1970. In it, Muhammad al-Mansiir relates
that he purchased the codex from the heirs of Muhammad al-Kuhlani “years
ago,” most likely in 1958-9 when he had purchased other codices from the
same seller. The title page also carries Muhammad al-Kuhlani's ownership
statement (fig. 59):
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ZMT 01364
A codex of 210 leaves (foliated up to fol. 131) containing an undated copy
of the first volume of ‘Igd al-ahadit fi ‘ilm al-mawarit of al-Fadl b. Abt 1-Sa‘d
al-‘Usayfirt (fl. seventh/thirteenth century). On the work, possibly an
autocommentary on his Miftah al-fa’id, see al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya,
vol. 2, p. 265 no. 2230.

The title page has an ownership
statement, dated to Sawwail 1390/
November-December 1970, in which
Muhammad al-Manstr relates that he
purchased the codex from the heirs of
Muhammad al-Kuhlani earlier on, most
likely in 1958-9 when he had purchased
other codices from the same seller (fig.
13):
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ZMT 01365 <59>
[al-Hibsi, Fihris, p. 407 no. 981]
The codex, consisting of 330 pages,

COIlt&iE? Fath al’b_‘i}iq fi §arh_,Maéma‘ Fig. 13: MS San'@, Maktabat Muhammad
al-haqa’iq wa-l-raqa’iq fi mada’ih rabb al-Mansir (ZMT_01364_002)
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al-hala’ig by Muhammad b. Isma‘Tl al-Amir al-San‘ani (b. 1099/1688, d.
1182/1768), a commentary on the Magma' al-haqa’iq wa-l-raqd’iq fi mamadih
rabb al-hala’iq, a diwan by Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Wazir al-San‘ani (“Ibn
al-Wazir,” d. 840/1436). The copy was completed at the beginning of Ragab
1353/October 1934, in Bir al-‘Azab, at the behest of ‘Abd al-Rahman b.
Husayn b. ‘Abd Allah al-Sami (b. 1289/1872, d. 1381/1962); on the latter, see
Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar, pp. 358-361; cf. also Muhammad al-Manstr, Lawami’,
p. 211. The name of the copyist is not disclosed in the colophon on page
330.

On the work, see al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 2, pp. 306 no.
2359, 422 no. 2711; al-Hibs1, “Muhammad b. Isma‘l al-Amir al-San‘ani,” pp.
167-168 no. 182; al-Wagih, A'lam, p. 870. It has been edited by Barakat Allah
Habib Allah Karamat as an M.A. dissertation entitled Fath al-haliq fr Sarh
Magma" al-haqa’iq wa-l-raqa’iq fi mamadih rabb al-hala’iq li-I-Imam Muhammad
b. Isma‘il b. Salah al-Amir al-San‘ani: Tahqiq wa-dirasa (Mecca 1422[/2001]).

On one of the pages preceding the main text there is an ownership
statement by Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Kuhlani, followed by a note
in the hand of Muhammad al-Mansiir, dated to Sawwal 1390/November—
December 1970, in which the latter -
states that he purchased the book from
the heirs of Muhammad al-Kuhlani

years ago,” most likely in 1958-9 when L)

he had purchased other codices from B o 3_. «i A -'"1"5'}“)9 6,4
the same seller (fig. 60): X au-‘E?'-’
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ZMT 01311 <61~

[Stookey microfilm collection, N.8 (The
University of Texas at Austin, Perry-
Castafieda Library, Film 22,632 Reel 14
Micro)]

Muhammad al-Manstr added an

undated ownership statement to the
title page (fig. 14) of the codex, which
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consists of 141 (unfoliated) leaves and contains an undated copy of the Kitab
al-Irsad al-hadrila nagat al-‘ibad by ‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ansi (b. 593/1196-97,
d. 667/1268). The title page also has an ownership statement by Muhammad
b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Kuhlani, which suggests that the codex was among
those Muhammad al-Mansiir purchased in the 1950s from the heirs of its
previous owner. Al-Mansiir’s ownership statement reads as follows:

(ﬁb))yéi\%k}?gp\cﬂﬁot“\é\ﬂujﬂ}tlaﬂfu\hg&\ﬂ\w\&élé&\
ol dl 2l a2 | e A

ZMT 01334 <40~>

[al-Hibsi, Fihris, p. 367 no. 873; Stookey microfilm collection, G.6 (The
University of Texas at Austin, Perry-Castafieda Library, Film 22,632 Reel 7
Micro)]

A codex of 51 (unfoliated) leaves, containing al-Safina fi l-ad iya al-ma’tiira
by Imam al-Mansir bi-1lah Ahmad b. Ha$im b. Muhsin (d. 1269/1853), with
two levels of commentary in the margins. The work, which is better known
as al-Safina al-mungiya fi mustahlas al-marfa’ min al-ad‘iya (published San@’
2003), has the end part missing.

On the work and its author, see Zabara, Nayl al-watar, vol. 1, pp. 1, 235-
241; al-Wagith, A'lam, pp. 194-196 no. 187.

Muhammad al-Manstr adds a brief note (dated 14 Da I-Higga 1382/8
May 1963) following Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Kuhlant’s ownership
statement to the title page of the codex. This again suggests that the codex
was among those Muhammad al-Mansiir purchased in the 1950s from the
heirs of its previous owner (fig. 61):

edl 14 ) oy | deslnl o e o dsll | M o sl | a2 0 Js 3
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ZMT 01370 <8>

[al-Hibs1, Fihris, p. 403 no. 968; Stookey microfilm collection, 0.2 (The
University of Texas at Austin, Perry-Castafeda Library, Film 22,632 Reel 15
Micro)]

A codex of 314 leaves, containing Kanz al-asrar wa-lawagih al-afkar by
Muhammad b. Sa7d b. ‘Umar al-Sanhagi (“qadi Azammur,” d. 795/1393)
(copy dated 14 Da 1-Qa‘da 908/11 May 1503). The work is available in the
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edition of Belkacem Daouadi, Le trésor des secrets et des idées fécondes du Qdadi
Azmiir al-Shahir bi, Al-Sanhdji (m. en 795/1392) (Lyon 2006).

The title page has two notes by Muhammad al-Manstr. One of them is
placed right beneath Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Kuhlant's ownership
statement. This suggests that the codex was among those Muhammad
al-Manstir purchased in the 1950s from the heirs of its previous owner
(see above). A second ownership note is dated to Ragab 1382/November-
December 1962—whether the date reflects the date he purchased the codex
or whether he added this note (and possibly the first one) later on cannot
be determined (fig. 62):
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ZMT 01382

A multitext volume of 135 (unfoliated) leaves containing the following six
works: (1) Sarh al-sudiir bi-Sarh al-mawta fi l-qubiir by Galal al-Din al-Suyfit (d.
911/1505). The work has been published repeatedly (see bibliography); (2)
Kitab Ma'rifat al-hisal al-mukaffira li-I-duniib al-muqaddama wa-l-mu’ahhara, by
Ibn Hagar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852/1449); (3) Irsad al-nuqqad ila taysir al-igtihad of
Muhammad b. Isma‘l al-Amir al-San‘ani (b. 1099/1688, d. 1182/1768) (copy
dated 7 Rab1' 11161/7 March 1748). The work has been published repeatedly
(see bibliography); on this work, see also al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya,
vol. 1, p. 110 no. 269; al-Wagth, A'lam, p. 865; al-Hibs1, “Muhammad b. Isma‘il
al-Amir al-San‘ani,” p. 148 no. 10; (4) queries by al-Qasim b. Muhammad b.
‘Abd Allah al-KibsT (b. 1116/1704-5, d. 1201/1786-87) to the author of the
previous work, Irsad al-nugqad; (5) Sw’al al-Hamid b. Sakir fi salat al-gum‘a with
a responsum by Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-Amir al-San‘ani to a query posed
by Hamid b. Hasan b. Ahmad Sakir al-San‘ani (d. 1173/1759-60), which is
published; see al-Wagih, Alam, p. 864 (“Gawab su’dl fi salat al-gama‘a”). For
Hamid b. Hasan, see al-Wagih, A'lam, pp. 290-291 no. 266; (6) an extract
from (wa-min) Musnad Amir al-mu’'minin Abi I-Hasan ‘Ali b. Abi Talib. The
Musnad has been published as Musnad al-Imam amir al-mu’minin Abi l-Hasan
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‘Al b. Abt Talib, compiled by ‘Aziz Allah al-‘Ataridi [al-Habusani] (Tehran
1386[/2001]).

The title page has an ownership statement that is dated 18 Gumada I
1378/1958. Unlike most of his other ownership statements, in this one
Muhammad explicitly mentions where he wrote it, viz. in al-Hudayda in the
“Dar al-Ittihad” (fig. 63):
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ZMT 01450

A multitext volume of 85 leaves, containing (1) Tahrir al-qawaid al-mantigiyya
fisarh al-Samsiyya by Qutb al-Din al-Razi (d. 766/1364) (published repeatedly).
The copy, dated 27 Saban 919/28 October 1513, was transcribed by al-Hasan
b. Hamza b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad; (2) an anonymous medical work consisting
of tables with names of diseases, entitled Arqam fihrist a‘dad al-amrad, with
detailed discussions.

Muhammad al-Manstir added a brief ownership statement on the title
page of the codex, dated Ragab 1380/December 1960-January 1961 (fig. 64):

1380 & o)y o2 dlll p2la | sl jglas Lol o 0# o 0 U0 &

ZMT 01351 <85>
[al-Hibsi, Fihris, p. 367 no. 871]

A foliated codex of 342 leaves, containing Gam* al-wasd’il fi Sarh al-Sama’il
by ‘Ali b. Sultan al-Harawf al-Qarf (d. 1014/1605), a commentary on a work
by Muhammad b. Tsa al-Tirmidi (b. 209/824, d. 279/892) on the life and
characteristics of the Prophet Muhammad, al-Sama’il al-muhammadiyya; see
al-Hibs1, Gami‘ al-Surith wa-I-hawasi, vol. 2, p. 1283. The copy was transcribed
by Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Qadir in Medina, who completed the work on 24 Da
|-Higga 1173/7 August 1760. The book has been published together with the
commentary by ‘Abd al-Ra’Gif al-Munawt al-MisrT (Cairo 1317[/1899]).

It seems doubtful that the shelfmark “85” on the first page of the codex,
which otherwise contains only a table of contents of the work (hada fihrist
al-Sama’il al-3arifa) was added by Muhammad al-Mansiir. On the second page
of the work, there is a purchase note, in which Muhammad relates that he
bought the codex in Safar 1381/1961 in Cairo in the vicinity of the shrine
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of al-Husayn for the price of eighty girs (fig. 65). This seems to refer to the
shrine of Ra’s Husayn in Cairo, see Talmon-Heller [et al.], “Vicissitudes of a
Holy Place,” pp. 192ff. Al-Manstr’s purchase note reads as follows:

O Jeled G | e o desleel G o) s G i) 0 o A e ) ) s
el e ad | b Sl o 2l o b i [ o o e 2
21381 dew o 2ol | (33 ol 3,0l
ZMT 01345
A codex of 173 leaves, containing Taysir al-matalib ft Amalt al-Sayyid Abt Talib
al-Harani, a recension of the Amalt by Imam al-Natiq bi-l-Haqq Aba Talib
Yahya b. al-Husayn al-HarinT (b. 340/951-52, d. 424/1033) by al-Qadi Sams
al-Din Ga‘far b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Salam al-Buhliili al-Abnawi (“Qadi Ga‘far;’
d. 573/1177). The work is concluded with a colophon dated 28 Ramadan
1338/15 June 1920, and the scribe identifies S
himself as ‘Abd al-Malik b. Hammiid b. Ahmad
b. Ahmad. On the work (published repeatedly,
see bibliography), see al-Husayni, Mu allafat
al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, pp. 347-348 no. 1005.
Muhammad al-Manstr added an owner-
ship statement to the codex, which is dated
25 Gumada 11 1385/21 October 1965. In it he
also mentions the previous owner, namely
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Malik b. Hammud al-
Marwani, evidently the son of the copyist.
For Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Malik b. Hammad
al-Marwant (b. 1357/1938-39), see al-Wagth,
Alam, p. 939 no. 1014. The title page also
contains the latter’s ownership statement
(dated 25 Muharram 1377/22 August 1957)
(fig. 15). Al-Mansir’s statement reads as
follows:
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\ Muhammad al-Manstr
Al gzl a2 02 (ZMT_01345_006)
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ZMT 01310 <39~

[HibsT, Fihrist, p. 371 no. 882; Stookey microfilm collection,].7 (The University
of Texas at Austin, Perry-Castafieda Library, Film 22,632 Reel 10 Micro)]

A codex of 369 pages (paginated throughout) containing al-Ir$ad al-hadt
ila Sarh Manzamat al-Sayyid al-Hadi, a commentary by ‘Abd al-Karim b. ‘Abd
Allahb. Muhammad Abti Talib al-Rawdi (b. 1224/1809-10,d. 1309/1891) on al-
Manzima al-rd’iyya fi usil al-din of al-Sayyid al-Had1 b. Ibrahim al-Wazir. The
copy was completed on 22 Ramadan 1351/19 January 1933 (see colophon,
page 369). On the work and its author, see al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya,
vol. 1, pp. 110-111; al-Wagth, A'lam, pp. 560-561 no. 566.

Muhammad al-Mansiir dates the purchase of the codex to 25 Gumada II
1385/21 October 1965 and he adds his stamp to the purchase note. Although
he does not mention the previous owner, there is an ownership statement
on the title page by Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Malik b. Hammiid al-Marwant and
it is likely that al-Manstr bought this codex from this scholar (as is the case
with ZMT 01345, see above) (fig. 66). Al-Mansir’s note reads as follows:
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ZMT 01466

A codex of 255 leaves containing al-Anwar al-hadiya li-dawt l-‘uqal ila ma‘rifat
magqasid al-Kafil bi-nayl al-su’l, a commentary on the Kitab al-Kafil bi-nayl al-
su'l fi ‘ilm al-usil by Muhammad b. Yahya b. Ahmad Bahran (d. 957/1550), by
Ahmad b. Yahya Ibn Habis al-DawwarT (d. 1061/1651) (copy completed in
Sa'ban 1335/May-June 1917). Muhammad al-Mansiir relates in his ownership
statement, dated RabT II 1386/July-August 1966, that he purchased the
codex from the heirs of his teacher (Sayhuna) Ahmad b. ‘Ali al-Kuhlani, who
had died in Safar 1386/May-June 1966, for the price of 10 riyals. For Ahmad
b. ‘Ali b. ‘Abd al- Rahman al-Kuhlani, one of the teachers of Muhammad al-
Mansiir, see above. The purchase note, which is placed on the title page (fig.
67), reads as follows:
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Prior to the title page there is a page containing several pieces of poetry (fig.
68). Muhammad al-Manstr identifies the hand responsible for the upper two
lines as that of Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Husayn b. ‘Abd Allah al-Sami. Al-
Mansiir later on added that Ahmad al-Sami was the owner of the codex before it
became the property of Ahmad b. ‘Al1 al-Kuhlant, fromwhom al-Manstr bought
the codex (al-Mansir refers to his purchase note on the title page). In addition
to this, Muhammad al-Mansiir adds some lines of poetry of his own, which
he dates to 1 Ragab 1386/1 Nov. 1966. For Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sami
(b. 1324/1906, d. ?), see Zabara,
Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 92-94.

ZMT 01468

An (unfoliated) codex of 244
leaves containing the Sawahid
al-tanzil li-qawa'‘id al-tafdil frl-ayat
al-nazila fi Ahl al-Bayt, by the
Hanafi author ‘Ubayd Allah b.
‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Haskani
al-Nisabiri (d. after 470/1077-
78). On the work (published), see
Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies,
pp. 231ff. and passim. The colo-
phon that concludes the work
provides additional details on its
transmission among the Zaydis
of Yemen (fig. 16). Muhammad
al-Mansur relates in his purch-
ase note on the title page that
he bought the codex in Rabtr'

Fig. 16: MS San‘a’, Maktabat Muhammad al-
11 1386/July-August 1966 from & Mansir (ZMT 01468 245)

Yahya al-Daylamf (fig. 69):
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Yahya al-Daylami is possibly the father of the litterateur (adib) ‘Abd
Allah b. Yahya al-Daylami with whom Muhammad al-Mansiir travelled at
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some stage to Jordan and for whom the latter composed on this occasion a
poem.!!

ZMT 01340 <86~

[al-Hibs1, Fihris, p. 407 no. 982; Stookey microfilm collection, G.1 (The
University of Texas at Austin, Perry-Castafieda Library, Film 22,632 Reel 7
Micro)]

A codex of 724 pages (paginated throughout) containing al-Farag ba'da
[-sidda, the renowned compilation of anecdotes by al-Qadi Aba ‘Alf al-
Muhassin b. ‘Al al-Tantih (b. 329/941, d. 384/994) (copy dated 3 Gumada
11 1084/16 September 1673; see colophon on page 721), which was first
published in 1903-4 in the edition of Muhammad al-ZuhrT al-GamrawfT; on
this edition, see the review by D. S. Margoliouth in The Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland (1905), pp. 425-426.

It seems again unlikely that the shelfmark “86,” which is added twice
to the upper edge of the title page (fig. 70) is in the hand of Muhammad al-
Mansiir. In his purchase note Muhammad relates that he bought the codex
in Rabt 11 1386/July-August 1966 from the heirs of “al-walid al-Safi” for the
price of 7 riyals. pr=

Y.
AE oy AF daald) 4 a0 | lw\jﬁ\ ; 5‘*_____,&&!

- | I BT
o _))-a_.JI'.LﬁJL._.--}YHL& -

aall | AN &y, e o) adl )
Cjﬁ“u "wa“\s ‘..30) lu“}) _—A-t;ll.-\...a‘;_f-)_; '2:/\4«5
J\ATJ)\L@;L& \f))-\_(/-‘_}m‘\—""-f*-"‘&‘i—i
d—'-'d‘ aadibe —odledy Lits )
ZMT 01390 Wﬁmu)ww .-u-\JJ_,S' _
This slim volume of six leaves sl s sl ,&ﬂl -
contains a holograph by the | U’H}"' rlL.)uj SVFAN o)y
Egyptian author Muhammad | SRS o
‘Abd al-Salam Salatin (b. 1336 =5 e

/1917, d. 1395/1975), a brief Fig. 17: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansur
(ZMT_01390_002)

1 Muhammad al-Manstr, Lawami', pp. 217-218, see also ibid., p. 273.
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biographical work that seems not to be attested elsewhere, Migaz al-buriagq al-
mu'nisa fi taragim al-asraf al-adarisa: Mulikan wa-ru’asan wa-awliya@ wa-‘ulama’.
The work opens with a dedication to Muhammad al-Mansiir, dated 3 Gumada I
1388/29 July 1968 (fig. 17), which reads as follows:
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ZMT 01388 <58>

[al-HibsT, Fihris, p. 381 no. 913; Stookey microfilm collection, B.8 (The
University of Texas at Austin, Perry-Castafieda Library, Film 22,632 Reel 2
Micro)]

A codex of 188 leaves, containing Minhag al-tahqiq wa-mahdsin al-talfiq, a
comprehensive doctrinal summa by Tmad al-Din Yahya b. al-Hasan b. Miisa
al-Qurasi al-Sa‘di (d. 780/1378-79) (copy dated to the end of Gumada I 954/
July 1547). On the work and its author, see al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya,
vol. 3, p. 75 no. 3067; al-Wagth, A'lam, pp. 1097-1098 no. 1176. Muhammad
al-Mansir’s brief ownership statement on the title page is dated Dii 1-Qa‘da
1393 /November-December
1973 (fig. 71) and reads as
follows:
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ZMT 01348 <71~

A codex of 594 pages
(paginated throughout), con-
taining volume four (al-guz’
al-rabi’) of Ta'llig al-Tahrir, by '
Zayd b. Muhammad al-Kalar1 Fig. 18: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansar
(fl. fifth/ eleventh century). (ZMT_01348_002)
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The work, which is also known under the titles Sarh al-Tahrir and al-Gami‘ fi
[-Sarh, is a commentary on al-Tahrir fi I-ka$f ‘an nusiis al-a’imma al-naharir by
Imam al-Natiq bi-1-Haqq Abt Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn al-Haran (b. 340/ 951-
52, d. 424/1033). On the work and its author, see Ibn Abi I-Rigal, Matla“ al-budar,
vol. 2, pp. 309-312 no. 587; al-Wagth, A'lam, pp. 449-450 no. 438; cf. also Ansari
and Schmidtke, Studies, pp. 186, 216.

On the page that precedes the title page there is a note (fig. 18) written
by Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Qasim b. ‘Alf b. Qasim b. al-Mahdi amir al-
mu’minin, who facilitated the transaction between the seller of the codex,
namely ‘Abbas b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Mansiir, and the buyer,
Muhammad al-Mansiir. The note is dated 17 Gumada II 1393/18 July 1973
and reads as follows:
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ZMT 01352 <107~

[al-Hibsi, Fihris, pp. 375 no. 893, 386 no. 924]

Multitext volume of 156 leaves, containing several works by Imam al-
Mansir bi-l1ah al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. ‘Al1 (b. 967/1559, d. 1029/1620),
Muhammad al-Mansiir’s prominent ancestor, namely al-Tahdir li-I-ibad min
mu‘awanat ahl [al-zulm wa-]I-fasad (see al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol.
1, p. 251 no. 694), al-Gawab al-muhtar ‘alda masa’il ‘Abd al-Gabbar (composed in
1005/1596-97, as is noted on the title page of this tract; see also al-Husayni,
Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 375 no. 1085), al-Irsad ila sabil al-rasad fi tarig
a‘'mal al-‘ibad ‘inda faqd al-igtihad (see al-Husayni, Mu allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1,
p. 107 no. 260), along with some poetry. The codex was transcribed in Safar
1067/November-December 1656 at the behest of ‘Abd Allah b. al-Mansr bi-
11ah al-Qasim, one of the sons of the author (see the colophons at the end
of al-Tahdir, al-Gawab, and al-Ir$ad, as well as the title page of al-Gawab). In
the digital surrogate the codex is incompletely preserved; of the Tahdir only
the last page is extant. Throughout the codex there are margin notes and
corrections in the hand of Muhammad al-Mansiir, many of which are signed
» . Whether the physical manuscript is completely preserved or not cannot
be determined. On the works and its author, see al-Wagth, A'lam, pp. 777-782
no. 839.
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Muhammad al-Manstr added an ownership note to the codex dated 28
Ragab 1395/6 August 1975 (fig. 72):
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He adds on the last page of al-Gawab that he had collated this text
with two copies of the same work that are preserved in the Maktaba al-
mutawakkiliyya (Maktabat al-awqaf), namely MSS 158 and 260 ‘ilm al-kalam,
and that he completed the collation on 2 Gumada I 1398/10 May 1978 (fig.
73). For a description of the two manuscripts, see Fihrist kutub al-Hizana al-
mutawakkiliyya, p. 86.'2 The note reads as follows:
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ZMT 01347 <14>
[al-HibsT, Fihris, pp. 371 no. 880, 374 no. 890]

A multitext volume of 31 leaves containing (1) Kitab Tuhfat al-ihwan fi fadl
kalimat al-iman by Yusuf b. al-Husayn b. Ahmad b. Salah Zabara al-San‘ant (b.
1116/1704, d. 1179/1766) (copy completed on 4 Gumada I 1343/1 December
1924); on the work see al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 259 no.
719; al-Wagih, A'lam, p. 1176 no. 1235 (here, a manuscript of the work in the
library of Muhammad al-Mansr is explicitly mentioned); (2) Kitab al-Nass al-
gali fi fada’il al-imam amir al-mu’minin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, by the Damascene Suft
author Mustafa b. Kamal al-Din al-BakrT (b. 1099/1688, d. 1162/1749) (copy
completed on 5 Gumada II 1343/1 January 1925). The title is not included in
Elger’s list of al-Bakri’s writings (see Elger, Mustafa al-Bakri, pp. 13-34) and
its authenticity/identity remains uncertain; (3) Igabat al-da‘ ila nafyi da‘'wat
al-igma‘, by Ishaq b. Yasuf b. al-Mutawakkil ‘ala llah Isma‘l b. al-Qasim al-
Hasani al-San‘ani (b. 1111/1699-1700, d. 1173/1760) (copy dated 7 Gumada II
1343/3 January 1925); on the work and its author, see al-Husayni, Mu’allafat

2 Their current shelfmarks are MSS Maktabat al-awqaf, 653 and 652. See al-Ruqayhi [et al.],
Fihrist, pp. 587-588.
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al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 45 no. 64; al-Wagth, Allam, pp. 220-223 no. 211; (4) the
codex concludes with various short pieces of poetry.

Muhammad al-Mansiir’s brief ownership statement on the codex’s title
page is dated 1395/1975 (fig. 74) and reads as follows:

el 02 02 | 21395 & oLl | Al azle ol jghas | el o a2 UELE

ZMT 01355

A codex of 260 pages (pagin-
ated throughout) containing
a commentary on the Qasida
by Naswan b. Said al-
Himyarf (d. 573/ 1177), Sarh
Qasidat Naswan, or Hulasat
al-siyar ~al-gami‘a  li-‘aga’ib
ahbar al-mulik al-Tababi‘a,
followed by various brief
pieces of poetry at the end
of the codex. The work was
published in the edition of
‘AlT b. IsmaTl al-Mu’ayyad
andIsma‘1lb. Ahmadal-Girafi
(Cairo 1395 [/1975]). For the
Qastda and its commentary,
see also al-Akwa’, Higar al-
ilm, vol. 1, pp. 541-549 no.
2; Sayyid, Sources, pp. 78-79.
For the political significance
of Naswan’s poem in twen-
tieth-century Yemen, see
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Fig. 19: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr

(ZMT_01355_002)

vom Bruck, Islam, Memory, and Morality in Yemen, pp. 53-54; for Naswan, see
also Persenius, The Manuscripts (with further references).

Muhammad al-Mansiir’s brief ownership statement on the title page of

the codex (fig. 19) is dated 1395/1975 and reads as follows:

Qo bl sl | jpall oo Jelod) o 02 w, P i | ) a3
Al g2l a2 o 0 | 21395 dews | 4l
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ZMT 01439 <15>

A codex of 33 leaves (unfoliated) containing al-Sirr al-masin fi nuktat al-
izhar wa-l-idmar fi aktar al-nas wa-aktaruhum la ya'lamiin, by ‘Ali b. Ibrahim
b. Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-Amir al-Hasani al-San‘ani (b. 1171/1757-58, d.
1219/1804-5). The colophon states that the copy was completed in Sa’ban
1335/May-June 1917, and that the copyist was Yahya b. ‘Al b. ‘Abd Allzh al-
Iryant (b. 1316/1898, d. 1358/1939-40). For Yahya b. ‘Ali, see Zabara, Nuzhat
al-nazar (2010), pp. 679-680. For the work and its author, see al-Wagih, A'lam,
pp. 650-652 no. 677. The work has been edited by Habib Sufyan Muhammad
Ridwan in the framework of an M.A. dissertation, entitled al-Sirr al-masin fi
nuktat al-izhar wa-l-idmar fi aktar al-nas wa-aktaruhum la ya‘lamana li-lI-‘Allama

‘Altb. Ibrahim al-Amir al-San‘ant: Dirasa wa-tahqiq (Malaysia 1433/2012).
On the title page there is a brief purchase note (fig. 75) by Muhammad
al-Manstir, dated 1395/1975, which reads as follows:

A g2l a2 o 02 | 21395 e )

ZMT 01454

A slim codex of eleven leaves,
containing Durrat al-gawwas
nazm Huldsat al-Rassas by al-
Hadi b. Ibrahim b. ‘AlT al-Wazir
(b. 758/ 1357, d. 822/1419),
copied by Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-
Wahhab b. Ahmad al-Warit.
For the work and its author,
see al-Hibs1, Masadir, pp. 132-
133; al-Wagith, A'lam, pp. 1069-
1073 no. 1149; al-Husayni,
Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p.
457 no. 1345. 1t is followed by a
brief untitled epistle by Sams
al-Din  al-Samargandi. The
epistle ends with a colophon
dated Saban 1350/ December
1931-Jan. 1932 in which the
copyist, Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-
Wahhab b. Ahmad al-Warit,
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Fig. 20: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-
Mansiir (ZMT_01454_002)
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relates that he produced the copy from an antescript written by Hasan b.
‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Daylam1. On the title page, the scribe has an additional
note, dated Sa’ban 1351/November-December 1932, in which he relates that
he collated his copy a second time with another copy of the work (‘ala nusha
sahtha nugilat min nusha sahitha mangila ‘ala nushat al-musannif). Ahmad b.
‘Abd al-Wahhab b. Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Yahya b. Ahmad al-Warit (b. 1331/1913,
d. 1359/1940) was a scholar who hailed from Damar; he died young, at the
age of 27. On him, see Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 113-115.

On the title page of the codex there is a brief note by Muhammad al-
Mansiir, in which he relates that he purchased the codex in Gumada [1 or 1]
1395/1975 (fig. 20). The note reads as follows:

21395 &ew (53l o) 2l | A a2l jpall dslal o 02 0 0 G

ZMT 01461
A codex of 71 leaves (unfoliated), o ,.d.mu..u

containing Sarh al-Tahdib fi l-mantiq II }"f G0 ’\f’ ,\5“ s ""uf"E{,g’ 1
by ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sirazi (fl. \.a', f*\\ P s

g \r 2y é" \_,1.4 S
tenth/sixteenth century), being a 36 &, j@ﬁfmkﬁ:ﬁﬁ

he )‘J..___j ' ! :
commentary on the Tahdib al-mantiq \Z_//;,,w“ DS J;ﬂf,ﬁ:ﬁ:’ -

) - o~ c el |
by Sa'd al-Din Masdd b. ‘Umar al- b TS )
R bjg,- A Sy [ TP P
Taftazani (d. 793/1390). The copy was :\?\-y"{s X —saal by
_< e A‘lﬁ —sidys
completed on 23 Rab1' I 1184/17 July upkels SR S i il
1770. For the commentary, see al- "’;’”’\/";)‘»‘& L,,,.,,.:;M_,ff: s
ov— X— . v = —v— ’ > A, =
Hibs1, Gami" al-Surith wa-l-hawasi, vol. ef ;}%}%‘ ‘}"’jﬁﬁ;l‘::mfl ..

1, pp. 695-696. Another manuscript
of the commentary of Yemeni
provenance was photographed
in the framework of the Yemeni
Manuscript Digitization Initiative
(YMDI) and is accessible at https:
//pulsearch.  princeton.  edu/catalog
/7849640 (accessed February 28, 2018).
Princeton University Library also
owns an autograph muswada of ‘Abd
al-Rahman al-Sirazi’'s commentary,
dated Ramadan 953/October-November 1546 (Garrett no. 1410Y), see
https:// pulsearch.princeton.edu/catalog/6265129 (accessed February 28,

Fig. 21: MS San‘a@’, Maktabat Muhammad
al-Mansiir (ZMT_01461_002)
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2018). For al-Taftazani’s Tahdib al-mantiq wa-l-kalam, see Wiirtz, Islamische
Theologie, pp. 81-82 (with further references).

On the title page there is a brief purchase note by Muhammad al-Mansdr,
dated 1395/1975 (fig. 21):

A ezl a2 02 | 21395 A oLl | il a2l jpail) gae Lol o 0# a2 0 3

ZMT 01500 <33>

A codex of 71 leaves (unfoliated),
containing a short (muhtasar)
anonymous legal work, the end

F%'M:D)b

of which is missing. On the lf)‘oolf, % ¢§igb‘£m
cover there is a shelfmark, “33, heoloy el lasliityy &

and a brief description of the P o3 5l) _,}a;»uld.usbdmf
codex’s contents as “magmi’ fﬂig‘ﬂ;déldf#fadf-dc
mufid fi Ifurd’ wa-l-tibb fi ilm al- 2k fe ol s bk lckiay)
batin” It is unclear whether the ffjr; uﬁ;ﬁzﬂ:ﬁ-—”
dlgl.tal surrogate reﬂect.s the e }uuél o ‘{f:
entire physical manuscript or ) )6 ikl o
whether only a single text from g 4t wyu,yu

among several was selected for
digitization.

On the first page of the main
text there is a purchase note by
Muhammad al-Manstr  dated
1395/1975 (fig. 22) which reads as

lamons| 5 ke 3l a/eded 5
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T A PRI B2 P
fbu AVIEEY A sl

Fig. 22: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-

Manstr (ZMT_01500_004)

Al ezl jpall dol) o a2 (8 0 3

follows:
A gl 02 o 02 | 21395 & o]l | L

ZMT 01501 <magmii‘a ya>

A multitext codex of 150 leaves (unfoliated), copied in the hand of
Muhammad b. Salah b. ‘Abd Allah b. Salah b. Muhammad b. Idris b.
Muhammad b. Sulayman al-HabiirT al-Maswari, containing the following
works: (1) Kitab al-Asas li-‘aqa’id al-akyas ft ma'rifat rabb al-‘alamin by Imam
al-Manstr bi-11ah al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali (b. 967/1559, d. 1029/1620);
(2) a fragment of the Kitab Usul al-‘adl wa-I-tawhid, attributed to Imam al-
Qasim b. Ibrahim (d. 246/860). An edition of the text is included in al-Qasim
b. Ibrahtm, Magmu kutub wa-rasa’il, vol. 1, pp. 629-634. The text is concluded
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with an undated colophon; (3) Kitab al-Qal@’id fi tashih al-‘aqa’id, one of the
introductory sections to al-Bahr al-zahhar al-gami' li-madahib ‘ulama’ al-amsar,
by Imam al-Mahdi li-Din Allah Ahmad b. Yahya al-Murtada (d. 840/1436-
37). See Muhammad Muhammad Tamir’s edition of al-Bahr al-zahhar (Beirut
1422/2001), vol. 1, pp. 52-113. The text ends with a colophon dated 29 [Di]
1-Qa‘da 1014/7 April 1606; (4) Kitab Misbah al-‘ulim frma'rifat al-hayy al-qayyim
(or al-Talatan al-mas ala frusil al-din) by Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. Muhammad al-
Rassas (d. 621/1224) (published, see bibliography). The text concludes with
an (undated) colophon in which the copyist gives his full name; (5) Kitab
al-Takmila li-I-ahkam wa-I-tasfiya ‘an bawatin al-anam by Imam al-Mahdr li-
Din Allah Ahmad b. Yahya al-Murtada (d. 840/1436-37). The work has been
published repeatedly (see bibliography). The text concludes with a colophon
dated 13 Sawwal 1014/21 February 1606; (6) Kitab Hawasi Takmilat al-ahkam
by ‘Al b. Zayd b. Hasan al-Sazabi (d. 882/1477-78), also known under the
title al-Hawast al-mukmila li-ahadit al-Takmila, being a commentary on the
Takmilat al-ahkam wa-I-tasfiya min bawatin al-atam of Imam al-Mahdi Ahmad
b. Yahya al-Murtada; for the work and its author, see al-Wagih, A'lam, p. 679
no. 716; al-Hibsi, Masadir, p. 333.

On the upper outer corner of the title page of the first tract there is
a brief purchase note by Muhammad al-Mansr (fig. 76), dated 1395/1975,
which reads as follows:

e
| CL;UI(L-PL._J%‘& Y=
i B
sl | Jlel o8t a8 5 G »J%%ff}ﬁ%
#5058 Ao, ot
A1395M¢J-M§|¢\5 w2l NJ—}%MM{E’
d\-\rpL__m b
ZMT 01447 : g
Codex of 98 leaves containing &
f’ruyr&auwgﬁay

the Taysir al-matalib min [fi] {’Av’j‘/ et 2 3 e ol
Amali Abi Talib, a recension of

the Amali by Imam al-Natiq
bi-l-Haqq Aba Talib Yahya
b. al-Husayn al-Harani (b.
340/951-52, d. 424/1033) by
al-Qadi Sams al-Din Ga'far
b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Salam
al-Buhltli al-Abnaw1 (“Qadt
Ga'far) d. 573/1177).

Fig. 23: MS San‘a’, Maktabat Muhammad al-
Mansiir (ZMT_01447_002)
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On the title page Muhammad al-Mansiir added a purchase note relating
that he bought the codex in Sa’ban 1395/August-September 1975 in Damar
from among the books of Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad Mutahhar (fig.
23). The note reads as follows:

d\;&f&é\w)ﬁkﬂ RTJJ&\.\.,&JJ}'C;Y\JQJJbboﬁgl395&»0wé@fb
By | s b iyl jalan | il o 02 o 08l b ey Q)| ) S

u}ﬂ ) O el

ZMT 01346

A codex consisting of 75 leaves, containing an incomplete copy of Part One
of al-Bayan al-saft fi I-durr al-safi al-muntaza® min al-Burhan al-kaft by ‘Tmad
al-Din Yahya b. Ahmad Ibn
Muzaffar (d. 875/ 1470-71).
A facsimile of a manuscript
of the work, transcribed by
Ahmad b. Ismail Suwayl
(d. 1359/1940) and dated
Ragab 1347/ December
1928-January 1929 (al-guz’
al-awwal) and Rabt 1 1357/
May 1938 (al-guz al-tani),
was published as Kitab al-
Bayan al-saft  al-muntaza‘
min al-Burhan al-kafi (San‘a
1401/1981). The end of the
text as preserved in the
codex corresponds to vol. 1,
p. 132 line 5 of the published
work.

Muhammad al-Mansar
added an ownership state-
ment on the page facing the
title page of the work, dated
1396/ 1976 (fig. 24), which

reads as follows: Fig. 24: MS San‘a’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansur
(ZMT_01346_009)
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ZMT 01312

A multitext volume of 204 leaves (unfoliated) containing the following works:
(1) Kitab al-Anwar al-muntaza‘a min al-ahadit al-muhtara, also known under
the title al-Anwar al-muntaqa min kalam al-nabi al-muhtar, by Imam al-Mahd1
li-Din Allah Ahmad b. Yahya al-Murtada (d. 840/1436-37). For the work, see
al-Husayni, Mu'allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 175 no. 471; al-Wagth, A'lam, p.
207. The copy was produced at the behest of ‘AlTb. Ahmad b. ‘AlTb. Qasim al-
Samawrt (b. 1029/1620 or 1031/1621-22, d. 1117/1705-6) and completed on
26 Sawwal 1092/8 November 1681, by al-Mutahhar b. Muhammad b. ‘Amir
b. Ahmad al-Sabahi. For ‘Al al-Samawi, see al-Akwa‘, Madaris, p. 338; al-
Akwa’, Hiéar al-ilm, vol. 3, pPp. 1400-1401, (2) an anonymous commentary on
a dogmatic work, which is written by a different hand (copy completed on
21 Ragab 1025/4 August 1616), which can be identified as the Ta'liq al-Huldsa,
also known under the title al-Yatima, by Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Rassas (d.
656/1258), a commentary on the Kitab al-Hulasa al-nafi‘a bi-l-adilla al-qati‘a
fi faw@’id al-tabi‘a of Ahmad b. al-Hasan al-Rassas (d. 621/1224). Another
manuscript of the commentary is preserved in the library of the Gami‘at
Umm al-Qura, Mecca; see Arabic Union Catalogue (AUC) no. 12203085197
[http://www.aruc.org/ar/web/auc/maunscripts (accessed February 28,
2018)]. On the upper margin of the first page of the text there is an ownership
statement by ‘Ali b. Ahmad al-Samawi, dated 28 Rabi 11 1093/6 May 1682.

Onthe top edge of the title page, Muhammad al-Mansiir added a purchase
note, dated 1397/1976-77, which is cut off and only partly legible. Here he
relates the name of the previous owner from whom he purchased the codex,
Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah [b. Ahmad] Mutahhar al-Damari (fig. 77):

el A JéL‘HuL“\r‘ (A oy aF el “v?)dﬂAJﬁé
ﬁ1397w...| |g5J\A.GJ@Lu| (w3 .\ELCY

ZMT 01483

A multitext volume of 159 leaves (unfoliated) containing the following three
works: (1) Simt al-guman $arh al-Risala al-nasiha li-l-Thwan, by Saft al-Din Ahmad
b. ‘Abd Allah al-GindarT (b. 1279/1863, d. 1337/1919), a commentary on the
Risala al-nasiha by al-Manstr bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza (d. 614/1217), a
work on theology. The copy was completed on 12 Ragab 1338/1 April 1920.
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For additional manuscripts of this text see http://arks.princeton.edu/
ark:/88435 /1544bq38f (accessed February 28, 2018), containing a digital
surrogate of a codex from an unidentified private library in Yemen, and MS
Leiden, Or. 6637; see Witkam, Inventory, vol. 7, p. 240; for the author and
the work, see al-Wagth, A'lam, pp. 133-136; al-Husaynt, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya,
vol. 2, p. 100 no. 1784; (2) a commentary of the Qasida al-kamila by al-Sahib b.
‘Abbad (d. 385/995), by al-Qadi Sams al-Din Ga'far b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Salam
al-BuhliilTal-Abnawi (“Qadi Ga‘far,” d. 573/1177). The copy was completed on
9 Muharram 1339/23 September 1920. The commentary has been published
in the edition of Muhammad Husayn Al Yasin (Baghdad 1394/1974), with
several reprints; see al-Wagih, Aflam, p. 279; (3) Kitab al-Hikma al-durriyya
wa-l-dalala al-nabawiyya, by Imam al-Mutawakkil bi-llah Ahmad b. Sulayman
al-Hasani al-Yamani (d. 566/1170). The copy was completed on 25 D
1-Qa‘da 1335/12 September 1917. For the work, see al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-
Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 434 no. 1278. All three texts were copied by Muhammad
b. Husayn b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Radami al-San‘ani (b. 1318/1900-1,
d. 1376/1956). On him, see Zabara, Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), pp. 561-562. The
dates of the colophons indicate that the third text was united with the first
two works into one codex only at a later stage. This is corroborated by the
layout of the pages, which is similar for the first two items but entirely
different for the third.

On the title page of the first text, there is a note by Muhammad al-Mansiir
dated Muharram 1400/November-December 1979, in which he relates that
the codex was given to him as a gift by ‘Alib. Ahmad b. Hasan al-Mutawakkil
(fig. 78). The note reads as follows:

| ) bogll b6 jpall gae dislal ()| a2 o a o3y ey | 1l e ) Lo
%L&L}\&A1400&.«ﬂr}é| é@%f}l‘WuRiu&‘“W‘C\/\wf‘MW
oo A gl s o, a2 | Sl | 5 4

ZMT 01354

A codex of 258 leaves, which contains glosses of Sa‘d al-Din Mastd b.
‘Umar al-Taftazani (d. 793/1390) on the Kassaf of Gar Allah al-Zamahsari (b.
467/1075, d. 538/1144), covering the first ten siiras of the Qur'an. The work
ends with a colophon explaining that the author had died on 22 Muharram
792 [sic] AH and that this is the reason that the glosses were discontinued
at this point. The copy itself was completed on 22 Gumada I 1153/15 August
1740 by Ibn Mahdi (?) Halid b. Ahmad b. Qasim al-Ulafi (fig. 79).
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The first page of the codex has numerous ownership statements, among
them one by ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. Husayn al-Mutawakkil, which is dated Ragab
1370/April-May 1951. On the same page, Muhammad al-Mansir added an
undated note stating that ‘Al b. Ahmad had given him the codex (fig. 80).
The note reads as follows:

As|(5)¢)@taju\§u|gwj(s)wﬁi\m‘\w&i&\xg\\n@uﬁ\g
ol Lol | ool dl g2l jpl) a2t o,

On the opposite page there is an additional explanatory note (fig. 25),
signed by ‘Ali b. Ahmad al-Mutawakkil and dated Ramadan 1412/March-
April 1992. Here he explains that he had lent the codex at an earlier stage
first to Gamal al-Din ‘Alf al-Dib and thereafter to Ahmad al-AnisT. The codex
was still with Ahmad when he died, and his children erroneously thought
that the book had belonged to
their deceased father, which
prompted them to add an
ownership statement on his
behalf. Once they realized
their error they removed
the statement and returned
the codex to its owner. ‘All
b. Ahmad then bequeathed
the codex as a wagf to the
Great Mosque but allowed
Muhammad al-Mansar to
borrow it while teaching the
Kassaf of al-ZamahSari, with
the understanding that he

would later return it to the Fig. 25: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansir
Great Mosque: (ZMT_01354_002)
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In Gumadia II 1406/Feb-
ruary-March1986,Muham-
mad al-Manstir purchased
a range of books from the
heirs of Husayn b. Ahmad
b.Isma‘Tlb. Ahmadb.Yahya
b. al-Hasan b. al-Qasim b.
‘AlT b. al-Mutawakkil ‘ala
llah Ismafil b. al-Mansir
bi-llah al-Qasim from Di
l-Gibla.”® These include the
following codices (ZMT
01484,01337,01338, 01361,
01368, 01376, 01435):

ZMT 01484

A multitext codex contain-
ing holographs of two
works by Muhammad b.
‘Abd al-Magid b. ‘Abd al-
Wahhab: (1) Sarh al-Bas-
mala, which is dated 4 Safar
1368/6 December 1948,
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Fig. 26: MS San‘a’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansur
(ZMT_01484_002)

and (2) a brief text on logic (Dabit ‘ilm al-mantiq or Mahiyat ‘ilm al-mantiq),
which is likewise dated Safar 1368/December 1948. Both texts are preceded
by separate leaves containing ownership statements of Husayn b. Ahmad
b. Isma‘Tl b. Ahmad b. Yahya b. al-Hasan b. al-Qasim b. ‘AlT b. al-Mutawakkil
‘ala llah Isma‘l b. al-Manstr bi-llah al-Qasim. On the leaf preceding the first
tract (fig. 26) Muhammad al-Manstr added a purchase note, stating that
he had bought the codex from Husayn b. Ahmad’s heirs. The note reads as

follows:

5 For Di I-Gibla, see al-Hagari, Magmii', pp. 34ff.
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ZMT 01337

A multitext volume containing
the following two works: (1)
Volume One (incomplete in
the beginning) of the Kitab
al-Safi of Imam al-Mansiir bi-
llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza (r.
593/1197 to 614/1217). The
copy had been produced in
Zafar for the library of Imam
al-Manstr bi-llah ‘Abd Allah
b. Hamza and was completed
in RabT 1 611/1214 (fig. 27).
On this work, which has been
published in the edition of
Magd al-Din al-Mu'ayyadi
(San'@ 1406/1986), see also
Plato, Identitdtskonstruktion in
der jemenitischen Zaidiya; (2)
al-Durr al-mantar fi fada’il al-
Imam al-Mansir by MuhyT I-Din
Muhammad b. Ahmad Ibn al-

Walid al-Qurasi (d. 623 / 1226). Fig. 27: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-
Mansir (ZMT_01337_208)

Muhammad al-Mansar ad-
ded an ownership statement on the margin of the first page of the codex
(fig. 81), which reads as follows:

By o | 1406 & o2l | el ) a2l | jsad) ghae oy Jislal a2 A§~|v\.\ﬁa
de 3| o) ¢

ZMT 01338

A codex of 237 leaves containing the Kitab al-Sifa’ bi-ta‘rif huqiq al-Mustafa by
‘Tyad b. Miisa (“al-Qadi Tyad,” d. 544/1149). The work ends with a colophon
relating that the copy was produced at the behest of Fahr al-Din ‘Abd Allah
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b. Ahmad al-Lahig1 al-AnisT and completed on 24 RabT 11 1093/1682 (fig. 82).
For the work and its author, see Daub, Formen und Funktionen; Biblioteca de
al-Andalus, vol. 6, pp. 404-434 (Delfina Serrano); and Fierro, Historia de los
Autores y Transmisores Andalustes (HATA). 111 Fiqh, no. 702 and V Ascetismo.
Mistica. Obras de contenido religioso en general, no. 261.9. For the Al al-
Lahig, see al-Maghaft, Mawsti a, vol. 5, pp. 741-742.

To the first page of the codex Muhammad al-Mansiir added a purchase
note relating that he acquired the codex from the heirs of Husayn b. Ahmad
b. Isma‘1l al-Mutawakkil at the beginning of Gumada [I or 11] 1406/1986 (fig.
83):

uﬂﬂ!&“&f& w20 e R Jesld G | 0ol o e P 85 o L2l T £
| Lol B cpl #ﬂﬁ»&xﬁml&&b A ad A ey (Il

ol ) g2l a2 oy 02 1406 e (53l

ZMT 01361

A codex of 24 leaves, which contains a fragment of a commentary on Gar
Allah al-ZamahSarT’s (b. 467/1075, d. 538/1144) compendium on Arabic
grammar, al-Mufassal fi san‘at al-i‘'rab, entitled al-Tag al-mukallal bi-Gawahir
al-adab ‘ala Kitab al-Mufassal ft san‘at al-i'rab. The commentary, the end of
which is missing, is ascribed both on the book cover and on the title page
to Gamal al-Din ‘Ali b. Salim al-ma riif bi-bn Hutayl. This is confirmed by the
information provided by Isma‘il Basa al-Bagdadi (d. 1920-1) in Hadiyyat al-
‘arifin (vol. 1, p. 729), according to whom ‘AlT b. Muhammad al-ma‘rif bi-bn
Hutayl al-Yamani, who died in 812 AH, had composed a Sarh al-Mufassal; see
also al-Hibst, Gami‘ al- §urﬁh wa-l-hawasi, vol. 3, p. 2079; TsawT [et al.], Fihris,
vol. 2, p. 1008 (MS San ', Dar al-mahtatat, 2007); al-Rugayhi [et al.], Fihrist,
pp. 145-146 (MS San‘@’ Maktabat al- awqaf 1768). Cf., however, MS London,
British Library, Or. 3720 which contains Volume One of al-Tag al-mukallal.
In this manuscript, the author is identified as Imam al-Mahd li-Din Allah
Ahmad b. Yahya al-Murtada (d. 840/1436-37). See Rieu, Supplement, pp. 602-
603. Cf. also al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, pp. 232-233, referring
apparently to the aforementioned MS San‘@, Maktabat al-awqaf, 1768
(although al-HusaynT has “no. 1767”), which he ascribed to Imam al-Mahd1
Ahmad b. Yahya. A partial edition and study of the work (with Ibn Hutayl
as its author) has been produced by Hamdi ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Mugaddam
as an MA dissertation, Cairo: Gami‘at al-Azhar, 1986, under the title al-Tag
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al-mukallal bi-gawahir al-adab ‘ala I-Mufassal fi san’at al-i'rab li-bn Hutayl al-
mutawaffa sanat 812 AH: Dirasa wa-tahqiq.

On the title page of the codex, Muhammad al-Manstr added the following
ownership statement, dated Gumada I 1406/February-March 1986 (fig. 84):

By oo el b ol b ) i | el e el o a# o | A e a3
&\L@éb,\écﬂ,\é|hl406&d|@L’ﬂ\&;b@%éb&@\&k\&w|'C‘Y\

ZMT 01368

The digital surrogate of this item consists of three pages of an unidentified
legal work. On the first page Muhammad al-Mansiir added a purchase note
in the margin, again dated Gumada II 1406/February-March 1986, which
reads as follows (fig. 85):

FI] Dy o sLall | A ey gl dao | slad o a2 0wy | 1 2 3
&\L@L&J}J§|14O6;‘*‘“2‘f§w\é3\ﬁ'k}:|&\@)Z\L?QHJPL“\JR\JW

ZMT 01376

A multitext volume of 266 leaves containing the following works, in addition
to various excerpts and notes throughout the codex: (1) al-Kawakib al-durriyya fi
Sarh al-Abyat al-badriyya by Imam al-Mahdi Muhammad b. Mutahhar al-Hasant
al-Yamant (b. 660/1261-62, d. 728/1327-28) (copy completed on 13 Gumada I
1072/4 January 1662); for the work and its author, see al-Akwa’, Higar al-ilm,
vol. 2, pp. 797-800 no. 7; al-Husayni, Mu allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 2, pp. 391-392 no.
2619; al-Wagih, A'lam, pp. 997-999 no. 1069; (2) a commentary on the Mutallat
fr I-luga by Abt ‘Ali Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Mustanir Qutrub (d. 206/821), by
‘Abd al-Wahhab b. Hasan b. Barakat al-Muhallabi al-BahnasT (d. 685/1286). On
the work and its author, see GAL, vol. 1, p. 103; GALS, vol. 1, p. 161; vol. 2, p. 916
no. 17. For Qutrub as a grammarian, see Versteegh, “A Dissenting Grammarian”;
(3) Kitab al-Arba‘in al-fighiyya, by Abii I-Gana’im Muhammad b. ‘AlT b. Maymiin
al-NarsT al-KafT al-Mugri’ (b. 424/1033, d. 510/1116-17) (copy completed in
RabT II 1123/May-June 1711). Another copy of the work is preserved as MS
San'@’, Maktabat al-awqaf, magami‘ 80, fols 66-83; see al-Ruqayhi [et al.], Fihrist,
p. 276 (“al-Arba‘tin haditan al-ma‘rifa bi-l-fighiyya”). For Abi l-Gana’im see al-
Dahabi, Siyar a’lam al-nubala’, vol. 19, p. 274; (4) Mi'yar agwar al-afham fi l-kasf
‘an mundsabat al-ahkam by Fahr al-Din ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. AbT 1-Qasim
al-NagrT (b. 825/1422, d. 877/1472). The work has been published as an M.A.
dissertation by ‘Abd Allah ‘Umar Ahmad al-Garaww, Mi'yar agwar al-afham fi
l-kasf ‘an munasabat al-ahkam, ta’lif ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad al-NagrT al-Yamant
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al-mutawaffa sanat 877 H: Tahqiq wa-dirasa (Cairo 1992); see http://www.alukah.
net/library/0/80477/(accessed February 28, 2018). For the work and its author,
see also al-Wagth, A‘lam, pp. 616-618 no. 635; al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya,
vol. 3, p. 38 no. 2949; GALS, vol. 2, p. 247 no. 8c.

Muhammad al-Manstr added an ownership statement (fig. 28) to the
first verso page of the codex, which reads as follows:

A ) el S
e Sl o at

L] gl /M/’@J Pﬂ’ﬁ//@/ﬂr)
M\:’Mcji:j\ju‘ )UCLE(W(J/V” l/
3 A K 5’ A
f1406 G W | 3l t’%ﬁ ?MUJ

ol ) |2l a2 o a2

Fig. 28: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr
(ZMT_01376_002)

ZMT 01435

The codex of 228 leaves contains an
anonymous legal work, the end of
which is incomplete. On the book
cover it is described as “Kitab fi -figh
min al-i‘tikaf ila l-rabawiyyat bi-gayr
ism fihi wa-1a dikr al-mu’allif” On the
top left corner of the second page
Muhammad al-Manstr added a
purchase note (fig. 29), which reads
as follows:

g ARy a2 A ey ) oal S e
ol ol b Al pal) s | Lol
dlel o aml G e 0 & o |
el a2 oy a2 A (63 | ) 4, KA

21406 & (5,5 (53l | )

Fig. 29: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-
Mansir (ZMT_01435_003)
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ZMT 01432

This is a photocopy of a codex of 39 pages (paginated throughout) containing
al-Adilla al-galiyya fi tahrim al-nazar ila l-agnabiyya, by Muhammad b. Isma‘il
al-Amir al-San‘ani (b. 1099/1688, d. 1182/1768). On the work, which has been
published in the edition of Abl Hammam Muhammad b. ‘Alf al-SawmaT al-
Baydaw1 (Cairo, 1433/2012), see al-Hib3T, “Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-Amir al-
San‘ani,” p. 148 no. 8; al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al- Zaydlyya vol. 1, p. 90 no. 205.
On the title page of the codex, Muhammad al-Manstr added a note relating
that the copy was presented to him as a gift by ‘Abd al-Karim b. Ahmad
al-Sayagt on a Friday, after the gum‘a prayer, in Gumada II 1406/February-
March 1986. The note reads as follows (fig. 86):

J,,.sa}w[* i || Pl az) o g S s Z3lall ) e | d) 3102 5l 0l
ol b i | gl dae Jelal o a2 o 02 | 21406 G 21 (3l | Do

On Muhammad al-Mansir’s younger contemporary, ‘Abd al-Karim b.
Ahmad b. ‘AlTb. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Sayagi (b. 1339/1921), see al-Wagih, A'lam,
p. 558, no. 563; al-Akwa’, Higar al-‘ilm, vol. 3, p. 1555. The original codex was
completed on 3 Di 1-Qa‘da 1157/8 December 1744 (see colophon on page
39). Its owner, ‘Abd al-Karim b. Ahmad b al-Sayagi, added a note beneath
the colophon, in which he records that he collated the present copy with
another copy of the text, dated 25 Muharram 1306/1 October 1888, and he
dates this note to 27 RabT 1 1403/12 January 1983.

ZMT 01373 <34>

A codex of 22 leaves containing the Kitab al-Azhar fi figh al-a’'imma al-athar of
Imam al-Mahdi li-Din Allah Ahmad b. Yahya al-Murtada (d. 840/1436-37).
The copy was completed on 10 Ramadan 1078/23 February 1668, during the
reign of Imam al-Mutawakkil ‘ala 1lah Isma‘il b. al-Imam al-Mansiir al-Qasim
(r. 1054/1644-1087/1676). While the name of the copyist is disclosed on the
last page of the text (fig. 87), viz. Muhammad b. Salah b. Muhammad al-Sadf,
the name of the patron at whose behest the copy was produced has been
wiped out (‘Tmad al-Din ...7). The work is followed by a fragment (the end of
which is missing) of an anonymous Tahlil al-Qur'an work.

On the first page of the codex, Muhammad al-Mansiir added a note in
which he relates that he purchased the codex from al-Fahri ‘Abd Allah b.
Yahya ‘Atig, who was a bookdealer, on 20 Dii 1-Qa‘da 1370/23 August 1957,
and that the transaction took place in the house of al-Mansiir’s father, in the
area of al-‘Alam1 in the old city of San‘@’ (fig. 88):
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ZMT 01356

A codex of 387 leaves, containing an undated copy of Durar nuhir al-hawr al-
‘ayn bi-strat al-Imam al-Manstir wa-a'lam dawlatihi al-mayamin, a sira relating
events that took place during the reign of Imam al-Mansir ‘AlT b. ‘Abbas b.
al-Husayn, from 19 Ragab 1189/1775 until his death in 1224/1809, by Lutf
Allah b. Ahmad b. Lutf Allah b. Ahmad Gahhaf al-San‘ani (b. 1179/1766, d.
1243/1827-28).

On the work and its author, see al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol.
1, p. 467 no. 1376; al-Wagth, A'lam, pp. 795-796 no. 851 (here, a copy of the
work in the library of Muhammad al-Mansur is explicitly mentioned);
Sayyid, Sources, pp. 289-291. The work has been published in the edition of
Ibrahim b. Ahmad al-Maghafi (San'a’ 2004) as well as in the edition of ‘Arif
Muhammad ‘Abd Allah Fari‘ al-Ra‘awi (San‘a’ 2004). An earlier publication
contains excerpts of the work: Lutf Allah b. Ahmad Gahhaf, Nusiis yamaniyya
‘an al-hamla al-faransiyya ‘ala Misr, ed. Mustafa Salim (Sana’ 1975).

On the title page there is an undated note by Muhammad al-Mansitr
stating that the volume belonged earlier to the private collection of Yahy3,
the son of Imam Yahya b. Muhammad b. Yahya Hamid al-Din (b. 1869, d.
1948) and that the Imam’s son had bequeathed it to Muhammad al-Mansdir.
The volume originally belonged to Imam Yahya’s collection, as is indicated
by another note on the title page (dated 1351/1933) (fig. 89). Muhammad’s
note reads as follows:

| Bl olan ay 8y b | ) b o okl el o g | Y e (e S 0 £
A2l a2 o | B oy pal) ghao disleal | () 02 02 ) Zamy J1 il

% %k k %
A number of codices are marked with undated ownership statements. In

some cases, the ownership statements are incompletely preserved in the
digital surrogates with the dating no longer visible:
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ZMT 01314

The codex, which is paginated and consists of twenty pages, contains one leaf
of a fragment of an unidentified work (pages 1-2), followed by an incomplete
copy of al-Idah ‘ala I-Misbah by Ahmad b. Yahya Ibn Habis al-Dawwart (d.
1061/1651), a commentary on Ahmad al-Rassas’s al-Misbah (pages 3-20).
The text breaks off shortly after the beginning of al-mas’ala al-ula al-kalam ft
itbat al-sani’ (corresponding to p. 59 line 15 of the published work, ed. Hasan
b. Yahya al-YGsufi, San'a’ 2000). Throughout the text, there are numerous
margin notes in different hands, including some by Muhammad al-Manstr
(pages 2, 11, 16), who invariably signs them as , .. Muhammad added an
undated ownership statement onto the margin of the title page (fig. 90):

Jlal G [ ol s G | sl ol | 02 o a2 | iy [ g 1] o) [ Ul s s
o e | A 5ol | el ) | ) o | o Jesled | o e |

ZMT 01321 <57~
[al-Hibsi, Fihris, pp. 362, no. 860, 390 no. 936]

A multitext volume of 268 unfoliated leaves, containing the following
works: (1) Kitab al-Targuman al-mufattih li-tamarat akmam [kama’im] al-bustan,
by Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Yahya b. Ahmad b. Muzaffar (d. 926/1250); for
the work and its author, see al-Akwa’, Higar al-‘ilm, vol. 4, pp. 2246-2247 no.
6.

Other copies of the Kitab al-Targuman are preserved in the Biblioteca
Ambrosiana (MS arab. C 100; see Lofgren/Traini, Catalogue, vol. 2, p. 172 no.
356; MS arab. D 345; see Lofgren/Traini, Catalogue, vol. 2, p. 302 no. 601),
and the Biblioteca dell’Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei e Corsiniana (MS Or.
319 [Rossi 19], fols 23v-122). For additional copies, see al-Wagih, A'lam, pp.
854-855 no. 919; al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 282 no. 795; cf.
GALS, vol. 2, p. 244 no. 5, where the work is ascribed to ‘Imad al-Din Yahya b.
Ahmad b. al-Muzaffar (d. 875/1470-71); (2) Kitab Bugyat al-ragib wa- umdat al-
talib by Ibrahim b. ‘Al b. Zaki al-Garrazi. The end of the text is incomplete;
(3) the final pages of the codex contain various shorter textual fragments,
prose as well as poetry.

The Mu'assasat al-Imam Zayd b. ‘Ali al-taqafiyya (Imam Zayd
bin Ali Cultural Foundation, 1ZbACF) records a digital surrogate of a
codex (CD IZbACF no. 93/1, 540 pages), which consists of two works,
al-Targuman al-mufattih and Bugyat al-ragib; see http://al-majalis.org/
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books/wp-content/plugins/books-lib/readers/wp-text-reader-iframe.
php?id=1042&perpage=50&page=77 (accessed February 28, 2018). The
digital surrogate represents the same physical manuscript.**

Muhammad al-Manstr added the shelfmark “57” to the title page of the
Targuman al-mufattih, as well as the following undated ownership statement
to the title page of the first text of the codex (fig. 91):

o | A | e o el G o e G sl a2 02 ] s G

ZMT 01330 <30 [magmii‘a ta)>
[al-HibsT, Fihris, pp. 386 no. 922, 393 no. 945 (item no. 3 is not described by al-

Hibs1); Stookey microfilm collection, C.1 (The University of Texas at Austin,
Perry-Castafieda Library, Film 22,632 Reel 3 Micro)]

A multi-text codex of 85 leaves, containing the following works: (1) Kitab
al-Haftz fi l-figh by Ibrahim b. Muhammad al-Yasi (d. 779/1377). See also
GALS, vol. 2, p. 242 no. 2b (“al-Baust um 750/1350”). The work is foliated
(fols 1-64v) and the end of the work is incomplete; (2) al-Agwiba al-rafi‘a li-
l-iskal al-fatiha li-l-afal by Imam al-Manstr bi-llah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza (d.
614/1217). The text stretches over 13 leaves, which are neither foliated nor
paginated. The copy is undated and the scribe is not identified. According to
al-Wagith, another copy of this text is preserved in the Maktaba al-garbiyya;
see al-Wagth, A'lam, p. 579; (3) Tuhfat al-ihwan, again by Imam al-Mansr bi-
11ah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza, which is copied in the same hand as item no. 2 of
the codex. Al-Wagih again records two additional copies of this text in the
Maktaba al-garbiyya; see al-Wagih, Alam, p. 580; (4) the final six leaves of
the codex contain various short texts and notes by former owners.

On the title page of the Kitab al-Hafiz, there is an undated ownership
statement (fig. 92) in the hand of Muhammad al-Manstr, which reads as
follows:

o ) e o desleed | G s G desleed o 08 0 ) Ay 1l s 3

w\

1 1 thank Jan Thiele, who owns a digital copy of CD IZbACF no. 93/1, for having verified this
(e-mail communication Jan Thiele, 20 February 2018).
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ZMT 01383 <105>
[al-Hibsi, Fihris, p. 382 no. 918]

A multitext codex of 204 unfoliated leaves containing a number of works,
among others, the Yanabi‘ al-nasiha fi I-‘aqd’id al-sahiha, by Saraf al-Din al-
Husayn b. Badr al-Din (d. 662/1263-64 or 663/1264-65). The work has been
published twice (see bibliography). With the exception of some brief texts
and notes throughout, which were apparently added by later owners, the
entire codex was copied in one hand. The name of the copyist is disclosed
in the colophon concluding the
Yanabi‘ as one Nasir b. Muhammad
al-Tyar[n]i (?), who produced the
codex at the behest of Ahmad b. [

Yahya b. Amir al-Mu'minin al- 'Tj": L - ﬁ‘:
Mu'ayyad bi-llah, a grandson of |

al-Muayyad bi-llah Muhammad o
b. al-Qasim (r. 1009/1602-1054/
1644). Nasir b. Muhammad may
possibly be identified as al-Nasir
b. Muhammad b. Yahya al-Qasimi  Fig. 30: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-
al-Tyani al-Gurbani al-ma‘rif bi-l- Mansar (ZMT_01383_003)

Sabah; on him, see al-Akwa’, Higar

al-ilm, vol. 3, p. 1592 no. 3. The colophon is dated Safar 1064/December
1653-January 1654. Item no. 4 of the codex, entitled al-Risala al-Sa‘diyya, was
completed on 5 Rabi 11 1064/23 February 1654, again at the behest of Ahmad
b. Yahya. The title page of this work has a note relating that the copy was
produced for Ahmad b. Yahya’s personal library (hizana).

7 J‘;_)

Muhammad al-Manstir added an undated signature to the page opposite
the title page of the Yanabi' al-nasiha (fig. 30).
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Chapter Four

The Library as a Testimony to Scholarly Practices in Twentieth-Century
Yemen

Shifting from a manuscript culture to print culture has major impacts on
modes of instruction and pedagogy. Whereas in the traditional context the
transmission of any given work depends on a teacher who dictates it (or
has it dictated) to his students, with subsequent related practices, such
as rereading aloud the copied text for collation and correction, and for
understanding and memorization, this process completely changes once
students are able to purchase printed copies of the work in question, which
they can then bring to class.! Towards the end of the nineteenth century
traditional schools such as al-Azhar in Cairo tried to ban the use of printed
books by disallowing them; this was the case at the madrasa al-ilmiyya in
Sana’ at some point,? and similar rules were put in place at the madrasa
Ahmadiyya in Ta'izz.* The continuing reliance on manuscripts in Yemen is
further corroborated by Ettore Rossi’s (b. 1894, d. 1955) observations in San‘a’
during the mid-1930s.* To what extent such bans were effective and when

1 Christiaan Snouck Hurgronje (b. 1857, d. 1936) describes both the traditional methods and
the impact of printed books on teaching circles in Mecca during the penultimate decade of
the nineteenth century: “Pen, ink, and paper have of old been the sole traditional equipment
of the Moslim student. A public library has been an advantage but not a necessity, the
dictation of a professor either of his own compilation or of a recognized text book, to which
he adds his own glosses, being in general sufficient, while a book could sometimes be bought
or borrowed” (Mekka in the latter part of the 19th century, p. 169). “All students now bring to
lecture printed copies of the text which is being treated, which circumstance has entirely
changed the mode of instruction. Formerly the teacher had first to dictate the text, in the
margin of which the students then noted down his glosses. Now, on the contrary, the student
notes down only a few oral remarks (tagarir) of the professor, and often has nothing to write
at all” (ibid., p. 192).

2 See Messick, The Calligraphic State, p. 116 (with further references).
*  See Messick, The Calligraphic State, p. 116.

4 See Rossi, “La stampa nel Yemen,” pp. 579-580: “Nel Yemen fiorisce ancora la professione
del copista, che fa agevolmente concorrenza alla stampa; la copia di un foglio (kurrasah, pl.
kararis, 16 pagine) viene a costare un tallero (al cambio odierno circa dieci lire). Gli studenti
della Madrasah ‘ilmiyyah, scuola superiore di studi religiosi a San'@, studiano su testi quasi
tutti manoscritti e zibaldoni che acquistano o copiano da sé. Anche i ragazzi delle scuole
elementari hanno a loro disposizione pochi libri stampati; per lo piti imparano sulle tavolette
che fanno loro da lavagna o prendono nota in quadernetti sotto la dettatura dell'insegnante.
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and how the established teaching practices had to succumb to changing
circumstances can in most cases not be determined precisely. It seems,
however, that traditional modes of learning and instruction continued
longer in Yemen than elsewhere in the Islamic world. It is worthwhile to
recall in this context Orality and Literacy, Walter Ong’s 1982 seminal study,
which treats the impact on our consciousness and thought of the shift from
orality to literacy, from manuscript to print, and from typography to the
electronically processed word. On the impact of the shift from manuscript
culture to print he writes: “Print encourages a sense of closure, a sense that
what is found in a text has been finalized, has reached a state of completion
... Print encloses thought in thousands of copies of a work of exactly the
same visual and physical consistency. ... The printed text is supposed to
represent the words of an author in definitive or ‘final’ form. For print is
comfortable only with finality. Once a letterpress forme is closed, locked up,
or a photolithographic plate is made, and the sheet printed, the text does not
accommodate changes (erasures, insertions) so readily as do written texts.
By contrast, manuscripts, with their glosses or marginal comments (which
often got worked into the text in subsequent copies) were in dialogue with
the world outside their own borders. They remained closer to the give-and-
take of oral expression. The readers of manuscripts are less closed off from
the author, less absent, than are the readers of those writing for print. ...
Print is curiously intolerant of physical incompleteness. It can convey the
impression, unintentionally and subtly, but very really, that the material
the text deals with is similarly complete or self-consistent ... Manuscript
culture had taken intertextuality for granted. Still tied to the commonplace
tradition of the old oral world, it deliberately created texts out of other texts,
borrowing, adapting, sharing the common, originally oral, formulas and
themes, even though it worked them up into fresh literary forms impossible
without writing. Print culture of itself has a different mindset. It tends to
feel a work as ’closed’, set off from other works, a unit in itself.”

While the preceding chapter included several examples of codices that
were produced during the twentieth century, this chapter focuses on select

Non ¢ stato ancora stampato nel Yemen un libro e neppure un sillabario per le elementari.
1l libro di prima lettura in uso nelle scuole di San‘@’ nel 1937 era il sillabario detto Qa‘idah
bagdadiyyah (stampato al Cairo da Tsa al-Babi al-Halabi) con annessi capitoli brevi del
Corano.”

> Ong, Orality and Literacy, pp. 129-131.
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codices from Muhammad al-Mansiir’s collection that provide insight into
scholarly practices in twentieth-century Yemen and al-Mansiir’s life as a
scholar. One codex (ZMT 01464) contains ample paratextual material that
provides information about scholarly practices in the madrasa ‘ilmiyya
during the mid-1930s. Some of the data found in another codex (ZMT
01495) corroborate and complement the information provided in the
available accounts of Muhammad’s scholarly education. Two codices
show that still in the 1970s traditional ways of studying a text through
dictation (imla’) were practiced (ZMT 01350, ZMT 01495). Remarkable are
also two codices (ZMT 01381, ZMT 01372), copied in 1397/1977 in the hand
of Muhammad al-Mansiir, clearly for the purpose of a pious exercise. The
personal library of Muhammad al-Mansiir (along with comparable private
manuscript collections in Yemen) provides evidence that traditional modes
of transmitting and consuming products of the literary tradition through
manuscripts remained a living reality in Yemen throughout most of the
twentieth century, and this alongside an ever-growing (and partly state-
sponsored) print culture.

ZMT 01350

The codex contains the Taysir al-matalib min [fi] Amali Abt Talib, a recension of
the Amaliby Imam al-Natiq bi-1-Haqq Abti Talib Yahyab. al-Husayn al-Hartnt
(b. 340/951-52, d. 424/1033) by al-Qadi Sams al-Din Ga'far b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd
al-Salam al-Buhliili al-Abnawi (“Qadi Ga'far,” d. 573/1177). The title page (fig.
93) has several ownership statements, some of which are dated 1151/1738-
39,1177/1763-64,1178/1764-65, and 1223/1808-09, as well as a lengthy note
by Ahmadb. Sa‘d al-Din b. al-Husayn al-MaswarT (b. 1007/1598, d. 1079/1668)
providing detailed information on the redactor of the work, Qadi Ga‘far. Next
to the title page there is (are) one (or two) sheet(s) of paper, typewritten as
it seems, containing an extract from Magd al-Din b. Muhammad b. Manstr
al-Mu'ayyadi’s (d. 1428/2007) al-Gami‘a al-muhimma li-asanid kutub al-a’imma
(the visible sheet contains the following text of the printed edition: pp. 40
line 3-43 line 11: hada sanad gami* li-mu’allafat Imam al-Yaman al-Hadi ila I-Haqq
...). Throughout the codex there are numerous margin notes and comments,
some of them by Muhammad al-Mansiir, who typically signs them as . .. The
codex ends with a colophon (fig. 94) stating that the work was transcribed
by Muhammad b. ‘Alib. ‘Ubayd Allah al-Hayrant al-Haymi and completed on
8 Gumada I 1054/13 July 1644, in Sahara. The copyist adds that he produced
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the copy at the behest of
(bi-rasm) Saraf al-Din al-
Hasan b. Ahmad b. Salih,
i.e.,, the prominent al-
Hasan b. Ahmad b. Salih
Ibn Durays$ b. Muhammad
b. Hamza al-Yasufl al-
Gamali  al-ma‘rif bi-l- \)1.3{-”.!)9 /;J
Haymi (b. 1017/1608-9, & /A”«&‘ﬁ‘—
d. 1070/1660).° Next to ARTINAL o
the colophon there is . .
an anonymous collation :
note in a different hand,
dated Muharram 1055/
February-March 1645.

On the verso page of
the last folio there is a study note signed by Muhammad al-Mansur (fig. 31),
attesting that Hammid b. ‘Abbas al-Mu'ayyad had completed reading out
the work on the basis of the present copy, which is owned by Muhammad al-
Mansr, on 16 Ragab 1391/7 September 1971, in the presence of their joint
teacher, ‘Alib. Muhammad [b. Ahmad] b. Ibrahim:
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Fig. 31: MS San‘a’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr
(ZMT_01350_149)

On the following recto page (left upper corner), there is an additional
study note, again signed by Muhammad al-Manstr (fig. 32). Here he relates
that he completed studying about half of the work, up to chapter twenty-
six, through imla@’ and sama’, in Ramadan 1390/November 1970. He then

¢ On him, see Ibn Abi -Rigal, Matla“ al-budir, vol. 2, pp. 13-28 no. 377; al-Akwa’, Higar al-‘ilm, vol.
2, pp- 1015-1016 no. 15.
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continued studying the work together with Hammid al-Mu’ayyad in the
presence of theirjoint teacher, ‘AlTb. Muhammad b. Ibrahim. They completed
their reading on 16 Ragab 1391/7 September 1971, the same date given in
the note on the previous page:
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‘Al b, Muhammad b Ibrahim U:}Bd )87

was among Muhammad al- 9‘} i

Mansir’s teachers (see above) {

with whom the latter was

reported tO. have studied mapy Fig. 32: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-

of the “writings of the family Mansir (ZMT_01350_149)

[of the Prophet]” (kutub al-al)

and who had issued an igaza ‘amma to him. Moreover, ‘AlT b. Muhammad

owned a precious collection of manuscripts, some of which he bequeathed

to the Maktabat al-awqaf in Sana’ and some he presented as a wagf to the

al-Nahrayn mosque and to the Qubbat al-Mahdt ‘Abbas—for the two last-

mentioned donations he appointed Hammid b. ‘Abbas b. ‘Abd Allah al-

Mu’ayyad as supervisor.” Hammid, who was born in 1336/1917-18 (he died

7 See al-Akwa’, Higar al-‘ilm, vol. 2, p. 962. These include, for example, MS Maktabat al-awqaf
1964; see al-Ruqayht [et al.], Fihrist, p. 1692. Some of the manuscripts from the al-Nahrayn
mosque collection were handed over at some stage to the Maktabat al-awqaf, for example
MSS Maktabat al-awqaf, 829 (see al-Rugayhi [et al.], Fihrist, p. 1201), 813 (ibid., p. 1209).
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on 19 March 2018, aged 103), was a younger contemporary of Muhammad al-
Mansiir, and the two seemed to have been close friends over many decades.
As is the case with Muhammad, Hammid’s genealogy goes back to Imam
al-Manstr bi-11ah al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali (b. 967/1559, d. 1029/1620).
Hammid enrolled in the madrasa al-ilmiyya around 1350/1931-32, i.e., a few
years after Muhammad, and they studied partly with the same teachers,
such as ‘Al b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim. Other than that, Muhammad al-
Mansiir is also counted among the teachers of Hammiid.* Muhammad also
composed verses in praise (taqriz) of some of Hammud’s writings, namely
his al-Su‘@’ al-mudi’ fi hutab al-gum‘a (Beirut n.d.), a collection of Friday
sermons,’ and Hammud s work on hadit, al-Nur al-asna al-gami* li-ahadit al-
Sifa’ (Amman 2002).1° The two were also close in terms of politics— they were
both affiliated with the Hizb al-Haqq, which had been founded after 1990."

ZMT 01495

This is a multi-text volume transcribed by Muhammad al-Mansir. Each of
the works is individually paginated, and they may have been bound together
into a single codex at a later stage. The first pages of the codex contain
various brief pieces, among them a fair amount of documentary material
about Muhammad al-Mansiir’s formation as a scholar and providing some
details about his family.

On the first page of the codex (fig. 95), there is a note dated 16 Ragab
1361/30July 1942, in which Muhammad al-Mansar attests that he completed
collating “al-Ahkam al-Sar‘iyya,” i.e., al-Ahkam fi I-halal wa-l-haram by Imam
al-Hadi ila 1-Haqq through dictation on the basis of an unusually precious
antescript in Bayt Sibam of Volume One of the work that had been copied by
al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. Yasuf al-Mulawwabh,
completed on 20 Dt 1-Qa‘da 543/1 April 1149. While the collection of digital
surrogates of manuscripts from Muhammad al-Mansiir’s collection does not
include his copy of the text (the present codex contains only the note but
not his copy of the work), the copy of Volume One of the work, transcribed

¢ On Hammad b. ‘Abbas, see “al-Sayyid al-‘Allama Hammud b. ‘Abbas al-Mu’ayyad”; Zabara,
Nuzhat al-nazar (2010), p. 311; al-Akwa’, Higar al-‘ilm, vol. 1, pp. 362-363; see also Muhammad
al-Mansar, Lawami’, p. 96 n. 1,

°  Muhammad al-Mansar, Lawami’, p. 295.
10 See Muhammad Mansiir, Lawami’, pp. 96-97.

1 See vom Bruck, “Regimes of Piety,” passim. Like Muhammad al-Manstir, Hammiad had also
signed the Bayan Sar Tli-‘ulama’ al-Yaman of 1990; see Dorlian, La mouvance zaydite, p. 30.
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by al-Husayn b. Muhammad al-Mulawwah and dated 20 Dti 1-Qa‘da 543 AH, is
preserved as MS San‘a’, Maktabat al-awqaf, 1167."? Muhammad al-Manstr’s

note reads as follows:
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The verso page of the first folio has some quotes gleaned from the writings

of some of the Zaydi imams on
the issue of God’s attributes. It
is concluded with Muhammad
al-Mansiir’s signature in the
form of . .. Muhammad adds
that he penned the quotes on
6 Ramadan 1390/5 November
1970, in the quarter of al-
Nahrayn, in San‘a’.

On fol. 2r Muhammad al-
Mansir relates that on the
night of 6 Sawwal 1393/2
November 1973, he saw in a
dream his grandfather Isma‘l
and his great-grandfather ‘Abd
al-Rahman. This is followed by
detailed biographical inform-
ation on some of Muhammad’s
ancestors, including their re-
spective dates and places of
death (fig. 33):

12 See al-Ruqayht [et al.], Fihrist, p. 882.
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Fig. 33: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-
Mansir (ZMT_01495_002)
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On fol. 2v Muhammad relates the chains of transmission of his teacher,
‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Girafi (fig. 96).

Fols 3r-v have two study notes, which are not signed and may have
possibly been written by a hand other than Muhammad’s. The first relates
to a lesson (dars) on 18 or 19 Ramadan 1390/17 or 18 November 1970 in al-
manzil fi I-Nahrayn, presumably his residence in the quarter of al-Nahrayn,
focussing on the Amalt al-Mursad, that is, al-Amali al-hamisiyya by Imam al-
Mur3ad bi-llah Yahya b. al-Husayn b. Isma‘l al-Sagari (d. 479/1086-87 or
499/1106)." The second note relates to a lesson on 24 Ramadan 1390/23
November 1970, again in al-manzil bi-I-Nahrayn, focussing on the Amali by
Abt Sa'd Isma‘Tl b. ‘Al b. al-Husayn al-Samman al-Razi (d. between 440/1048
and 447/1056)."

3 On the work, see Ansari and Schmidtke, Studies, p. 184 no. 40 and passim.
4 On this work, see Ansari, “Un muhaddit mu'tazilite zaydite.”
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Fol. 5r (fig. 97) contains an ijaza issued by Muhammad al-Mansur’s
teacher ‘Al b. Muhammad b. Tbrahim for the Durar al-ahadit al-nabawiyya
bi-l-asanid al-yahyawiyya, a work which is also included in the present codex
(see below). ‘AlT b. Muhammad relates his own chain of transmission for the
work and adds that he had already issued an igaza ‘amma to Muhammad al-
Mansiir at an earlier stage. The igjaza is dated 9 Sawwal 1393/5 November
1973 and reads as follows:
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Right above the igaza, Muhammad has added a brief explanation about
Ahmad b. Zayd al-KibsT (mentioned in ‘Ali b. Muhammad’s isnad), who was
the father of Zayd b. Ahmad b. Zayd al-Kibsi (b. 1261/1845, d. 1316/1898). For
both, father® and son, see al-Wasi, al-Durr al-farid, p. 25. The explanation
reads as follows:
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The codex includes the following works:
(1) the Kitab al-Amali of al-Muayyad bi-llah Aba l-Husayn Ahmad b.
al-Husayn al-Buthani (b. 333/944, d. 411/1020) (15 pp.) (figs. 98 and 99).*¢

5 It is possible though not likely that he may be identified as Ahmad b. Zayd b. ‘Abd Allah b.
Nasir al-KibsT (b. 1209/1795, d. 1271/1855); on the latter, see al-Akwa’, Higar al-‘ilm, vol. 4, p.
1790 no. 18.

16 See al-Husayni, Mu'allafdt al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 152 no. 402. The work has been published
repeatedly.
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Throughout the work, Muhammad al-Mansiir added numerous glosses onto
the margins. The text is concluded with a colophon stating that Muhammad
completed his copy on 17 Ragab 1355/3 October 1936, and that he had
produced his copy on the basis of an antescript produced by ‘Abd Allah b.
‘Abd al-Kartm b. Muhammad al-Girafi, another teacher of Muhammad al-
Mansiir (see above). ‘Abd Allah al-Girafi had completed his copy, Muhammad
goes on to explain, on 5 Ramadan 1335/25 June 1917:
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On the lower margin of the page there is a note, dated Ramadan 1390/

November 1970 in the hand of Hammad b. ‘Abbas al-Mu’ayyad, stating that
he had studied the work together with Muhammad al-Mansir:
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(2) Durar al-ahadit al-nabawiyya bi-l-asanid al-yahyawiyya, compiled by the
seventh/thirteenth-century scholar ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Hamza b.
AbT I-Nagm al-Sa‘di (112 pp.). On the page immediately preceding the title
page, Muhammad al-Mansr states in detail his chain of transmission for
the work, beginning with his immediate teacher, ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Karim
b. Muhammad al-Girafi (fig. 100):
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On the title page (fig. 101) Muhammad al-Mansir added a note stating
that he studied the work with his teacher ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-
Girafi between Muharram and Ragab 1355/March-April and September-
October 1936:
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Throughout the work, Muhammad al-Mansiir penned numerous
glosses in the margins and occasionally between the lines. These include
crossreferences to relevant material in other works which are referred to
with the indication of title, volume, and page number (e.g., pp. 52-53). On
page 108 (fig. 102), which is written by two different hands, there is a margin
note explaining that most of the page is in the hand of Muhammad’s paternal
uncle, Mutahhar b. Isma‘il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman. In this context Muhammad
relates the respective dates and places of death of his uncle and his father.
The note is dated 23 Ramadan 1390/22 November 1970 and was added in
manzil al-Nahrayn in San‘a’:
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The work is concluded with a colophon on page 112 (fig. 103), stating
that the copy was completed on 30 Gumada I 1355/17 September 1936 and
that it was transcribed on the basis of two antescripts, one of which was in
the possession of ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Girafi, and the other one
belonging to al-Qasim b. al-Husayn b. ‘Tzz1 (b. 1291/1874, d. 1380/1960).
On the latter, see al-Wagth, Allam, p. 769 no. 827. The colophon reads as
follows:
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(3) Muhtasar sirat rasiil Allah, by al-Hasan b. Ahmad al-Galal (d. 1084/1673-
74)" (4 pages). The brief text concludes with a colophon (fig. 104) dated
to the end of Gumada II or the beginning of Ragab 1355/September 1939.
It was again copied from an antescript produced by Muhammad’s teacher,
‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Girafi, who in turn had completed his copy
in D I-Higga 1335/September-October 1917. Muhammad al-Manstr adds a
note (fa’ida) on the definition and subject matter of the discipline of history
(tarih), dated 24 RabT II 1361/11 May 1942, adding that both the main text
and this later note are written by the same person, although the hand may

seem to be different, which is to be explained by the time that has lapsed
between the two notes:
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7 For the work and its author, see al-Hibs1, Masadir, p. 102.
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(4) A commentary by Abt [-Makarim Nir al-Din Salih b. al-Siddig b. ‘Alt
al-Namazi (d. 975/1567-68) on the Silsilat al-ibriz bi-l-sanad al-‘aziz by Saraf
al-Din Abii Muhammad al-Hasan b. ‘Al b. AbT Talib al-Husayni al-Balht (d.
532/1137-38), entitled al-Qawl al-wagiz fT Sarh ahadit Silsilat al-ibriz.'* The text
again ends with a colophon dated 25 Gumada II 1355/12 September 1936,
which includes a full quotation of ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Giraff’s
colophon, whose copy Muhammad al-Mansir had again used (fig. 105):
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O | o) o O el Gl sl g s o sl a2 o )
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(5) Bayan ma'rifat nisab al-zakat min al-dahab wa-I-fidda by Imam al-Hadi li-
Din Allah Ahmadb. ‘Alib. al-Husaynal-Sarragi(d. 1248/1832-33 or 1250/1834-
35)."° This text was completed on 29 Gumada II 1355/16 September 1936,
again on the basis of an antescript by Muhammad’s teacher, ‘Abd Allah b.
‘Abd al-Karim al-Girafi (fig. 106):
DMVLEMJAAM{&F\L;JBL; @Q.\,& Mmdﬁdwwax,\&f
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o | el dall | esleal o a# oy a2 [ 1355 | A
(6) Muhammad al-Mansir provides his chains of transmission for two
works: (a) Kanz al-rasad wa-zad al-ma‘ad, a work on ascetism and Sufism

by Imam al-Hadi li-Din Allah ‘Izz al-Din b. al-Hasan b. ‘Al (b. 845/1442, d.
900/1495),*° which starts with his teacher ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-

8 For the work and the commentary and their respective authors, see Ansari and Schmidtke,

Studies, pp. 209 no. 52, 214 no. 99.

For the work and its author, see al-Wagth, A'lam, pp. 145-146 no. 121; Zabara, Nayl al-watar,
vol. 1, pp. 150-152 no. 66.

On the work (published repeatedly) and its author, see al-Hibs1, Masadir, pp. 677-681.
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Girafi, who transmits from their
joint teacher, ‘Al b. Muhammad
b. Ibrahim (see above); and
(b) Silsilat al-ibriz bi-lI-sanad al-
‘aziz of Saraf al-Din al-Hasan b.
‘Al al-Balhi, together with the
commentary by Abi I-Makarim
Nar al-Din Salih b. al-Siddiq al-
Namazi (see above no. 4), again
starting with his teacher ‘Abd
Allah b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Girafi
(figs 107 and 108).

(7) Kitab al-Nasih wa-l-mansiih
by al-Muzaffar b. al-Husayn
b. Zayd b. ‘Al b. Huzayma al-
Farist,” which Muhammad al-
Mansiir again transcribed from
‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-
GirafT’s copy. After ‘Abd Allah’s
colophon, in which the latter
relates that he collated his copy
with a “corrected copy” (nusha
sahtha), Muhammad al-Mansir
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Fig. 34: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-

Mansir (ZMT_01495_092)

remarks that he nevertheless found some errors (there are some margin
notes throughout his copy of the text) (fig. 34):

3 U gol) o e e o dels ppalll) Ty a2 Jo ly A ooy o 1Sl a2
S s A e (gl baxt dad e AR (i ey BN, L) dw A5V | 50l
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2 The work was published as Kitab al-Migaz fil-nasih wa-l-mansih, as an appendix to Muhammad
b. Ahmad b. Isma‘l al-Saffar al-Muradi al-Nahwi al-MisrT (d. 338/949-50), Kitab al-Nasih wa-l-
mansih fi I-Qur’an al-karim, [Cairo] 1357/1938, pp. 259-275. Cf. also GALS, vol. 1, p. 201.
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(8) One page containing a brief excerpt from Galal al-Din al-SuyiitT’s (b.
849/1445,d.911/1505) al-Itqan ft ‘uliim al-Qur’an on the question of abrogation
(nash), again on the basis of an antescript by ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-

Girafi (fig. 109).

(9) Masda’il al-igma‘ by Imam al-Mahdi li-Din Allah Ahmad b. Yahya al-
Murtada (d. 840/1436-37), which Muhammad al-Mansiir again transmits
through his teacher, ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Girafi (fig. 110):
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(10) Four pages with various
pieces of poetry.

(11) A gasida sent by a
noblewoman of Yemen (Sarifa
min al-Yaman) to Imam al-
Mutawakkil ‘ala 1lah Ismafl
b. al-Qasim (r. 1054/1644-
1087/1676).22 She explains in
this text that her mother had
been the wife of the son of one
of al-Mutawakkil’s brothers.
Following the demise of her
mother, the daughter now
seeks to be given back her
mother’s money, which the
family had refused to give
to her. In a margin note the
Sarifa is identified as Fatima
bt. Muhammad uht al-Sarifa
Zaynab al-Sahariyya al-adabiy-
yaal-ma‘rifaal-mashira (fig. 35).
Al-Sarifa Zaynab al-3ahariyya
may possibly be identified as
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Fig. 35: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-
Mansir (ZMT_01495_097)

Zaynab bt. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. al-Imam al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Dawad (d.

22 On him, see the study by al-Galibi, al-Tmam al-Mutawakkil ‘ald llah Isma'il b. al-Qasim.
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1114/1702 in Sahara); on her, see al-Akwa’, Higar al-ilm, vol. 2, p. 1094; al-
Hibs1, Masadir, p. 437.

(12) Kitab al-Nasih wa-I-mansih min al-Quran al-karim by ‘Abd Allah b.
Muhammad b. Abi1-Nagm al-Sa‘di (d. 647/1249). For the work and its author,
see al-Saharf, Tabaqat al-Zaydiyya al-kubrd, vol. 1, pp. 610ff.

Muhammad al-Mansiir completed copying this work on 15 Gumada I
1354/15 August 1935. Unlike the other works included in this codex, the
antescript of this text had not been produced by his teacher ‘Abd Allah al-
Girafi but rather by an anonymous copyist, who had completed his copy
of the text on 12 RabT' 11 1065/19 February 1655 (fig. 111). Moreover, a new
pagination (red numbers, on the top margin of each page) sets in with this
tract (the work covers pages 1 through 37). Noteworthy is Muhammad’s
comment on his faithfulness to the antescript and the manner in which he
marked additions to it in his own copy:
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(13) Kitab Asas al-asds li-ma yagibu tagdimuhu min tashih ‘aqa’id al-akyas
by Imam al-Manstr bi-1lah al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. ‘Al (b. 967/1559, d.
1029/1620), in reply to some questions posed by Muhammad b. ‘Altb. Mahgud
(pages 38-43).2 The antescript of this text was part of the same codex that
also contained the preceding text, Kitab al-Nasih wa-lI-mansih (fig. 112):
Blesy Ll A oW (o3l e sl Ll ddld) Belld) o2 | Al 43y a0y ) st £
sy | A aes F S | 5T (3 JB padlly 24UV | e ud 58 e ity s |
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% On the work, see also al-Hibs1, Masadir, p. 691 no. 6.
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(14) On a separate page (page 44), the chain of transmission of the Kitab
Mirgat al-wusul ila ‘ilm al-usil by Imam al-Mansir bi-113h al-Qasim b. Muhammad
b. ‘Ali (b. 967/1559, d. 1029/1620) is cited from Imam al-Mansir’s son
Muhammad up until Ahmad b. Sa‘d al-Din b. al-Husayn al-MaswarT (b. 1007/
1598, d. 1079/1668).

(15) A brief unidentified work on legal theory (pages 45 through 57),
which is concluded with a colophon stating that Muhammad al-Manstir
completed the copy on 17 Gumada I 1354/17 August 1935 (fig. 36):
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(16) al-Waragat fi usil al-
figh by Imam al-Haramayn al- ' ¢c

Guwayni (d. 478/1085), together o

with the commentary by Galal 3 ey Miad o K3 G B RA O s ) A
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d. 864/1459) (pages 58 through SRS i el Jedlesis
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published (Casablanca 2006). %}fz‘; 3 —2_4%‘ “33‘6‘-' )
For additional copies of the Wjﬁqu"ﬁ"} 2 \/g \
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pp. 827-828. For al-Guwayni's = %, Goibaquitrosiibm 3 ?475} ¥ f-
Kitab al-Waragat, see Vishanoff, CCL R (s ;) “J’T

A Critical Introduction to Islamic ,ﬁ,:"“fi’jffjffﬁ *"'uf ;f"’w - \)’
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Mansir’s colophon is dated 17 aé@wr,@(quduj, r;',o",,*/‘

Ragab 1354/15 October 1935 e

(fig. 113). Again, he includes ”"**Gf

the wording of the colophon
of his antescript, signed by ‘Ali
b. Ahmad b. Muhammad al-
Mahnaki, dated 24 Gumada II
1067/9 April 1657. This ‘Ali b. Ahmad may possibly also be the scribe of the

Fig. 36: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-
Mansir (ZMT_01495_124)
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antescript of the preceding works. On the bottom of the page a stamp is
added:
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(17) An excerpt, entitled min kalam Amir al-mu’minin ‘Ali karrama Allah
waghahu fi l-qada’ wa-l-qadar, in the transmission of Tbn ‘Asakir (b. 499/1105,
d. 571/1176). There is no colophon in the end but the piece is again clearly
written in the hand of Muhammad al-Mansir.

(18) A note of two pages, fa’ida fi l-isti‘ara, written in a different hand.
The anonymous copyist identifies the copyist of his antescript at the end
of the brief text as ‘Abd al-Samad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman Abu Talib, who had
noted it down in RabT II 1354 (?). Muhammad al-Manstr adds a note, dated
9 D |-Qa‘'da 1405/27 July 1985, in which he identifies the hand as that of
Muhammad b. Qasim b. Husayn al-zz1,* written during the 1350s/1930s
(fig. 114):
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(19) Brief excerpt from one of the writings of Baha’ al-Din ‘Abd al-Wahhab
b. Taqt I-Din al-Subki, that is Baha’ al-Din Abti Himid Ahmad b. Taqt 1-Din
‘AlT (b. 719/1319, d. 773/1371), followed by some short pieces of poetry and
notes taken from a variety of sources.

ZMT 01381

This codex is likewise written in the hand of Muhammad al-Mansar, and
yet it is of an entirely different nature. It was copied some forty years later,

2 He was born some two years before Muhammad al-Mansiir, in 1331/1913. See Zabara, Nuzhat
al-nazar (2010), pp. 218-219.
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in 1397/1977, and there is no indication that the codex was ever used in a
teaching context, and the relatively small format, the fancy colors, and the
large script suggest that Muhammad may have written out the (invariably
concise and popular) works that are included in the codex for his own
consumption, perhaps to take the volume on a trip, or as an exercise to assist
in memorizing the text, as is suggested by the occasional later additions
and corrections in his own hand, or simply as an act of piety. The following
works are included:

(1) Kitab al-Kafil bi-nayl al-su’l fi ‘ilm al-usal by Muhammad b. Yahya b.
Ahmad Bahran (d. 957/1550), on legal theory (fig. 115). The colophon is
dated 30 Ramadan 1397/14 September 1977 (fig. 116):
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(2) Lamiyat al-af al (also known as al-Miftah fT abniyat al-afal), a didactic
poem on morphology (sarf) by Gamal al-Din Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b.
Muhammad Ibn Malik (b. ca. 600/1203, d. 672/1273),” which he completed
on 6 Sawwal 1397/20 September 1977. In the colophon concluding this text
Muhammad al-Mansir states that he produced the copy for himself (fig.
117):
s 8 o Gl BN, | onady g B g eales BV | L ST oy ) e S
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(3) al-Gazariyya, that is al-Mugaddama al-Gazariyya by Sams al-Din
Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Gazari (“Ibn al-Gazari,” b.
751/1350, d. 833/1429), a popular poem on the correct pronunciation of the
Qur’anic text, which he finished copying on 2 Dii 1-Qa‘da 1397/15 October
1977. The colophon (fig. 118) reads as follows:
Ll o &2 | oanady damey BN, il 2 1397 e | oL 50l g b dad) oy SIS
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% On the work and the author, see GAL, vol. 1, pp. 359-363 no. 4.
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(4) al-Fadl b. Abi al-Sad
al-'UsayfirT's (fl. seventh/thir-
teenth century) Miftah al-fa’id
fi ‘ilm al-far@’id, on inheritance
law (fig. 119). The colophon
is dated 8 DU 1-Qa‘da 1397/21
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(5) Mulhat al-i‘rab, a didactic ‘

poem on grammar by Abi
Muhammad al-Qasim al-Harir1
(b. ca. 446/1054, d. 516/1122)
(fig. 121), which Muhammad al-Mansir finished transcribing on 15 Du
1-Qa‘da 1397/28 October 1977 (fig. 37):
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ZMT 01372

This is another codex that has been produced by Muhammad al-Mansdr. It
contains a copy of the popular book on syntax al-Kafiya fi I-nahw by Gamal
al-Din Abl ‘Amr Utman b. ‘Umar b. al-Hagib al-Kurdi (d. 646/1249). The
relatively small format, the different colors, and the large script are similar
to the previously described codex (ZMT 01381), though the present book
has yet another peculiarity in that the layout of the text is divided into four
sections on each double page, which are numbered consecutively (fig. 122).
In total, the Kafiya stretches over 385 quarters of a double page. The text ends
with a colophon (fig. 123) dated 12 D [-Higga 1397/24 November 1977, i.e.,
about the same time ZMT 01381 was transcribed. The Kafiya is followed by a

Fig. 37: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-
Mansiir (ZMT_01381_165)
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number of small notes and brief texts, all written in the hand of Muhammad
al-Manstr. Throughout the codex, there are numerous margin notes, all in
the hand of Muhammad and in most cases signed (; .) (fig. 124).

ZMT 01339

This codex contains a copy of al-Mustatab fi taragim rigal al-Zaydiyya al-
atyab, by Yahya b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim al-Yamani al-San‘ani, purchased by
Muhammad al-Manstr in 1369/1950 (see also above, Chapter Three). At the
beginning of the codex (preceding fol. 1, according to its current foliation)
there is a page containing two lengthy notes in the hand of and signed by
Muhammad al-Mansar (fig. 125), written in response to another note on
the same page (in blue ink) signed by Ahmad b. Husayn al-Sayagi, whose
identifications Muhammad al-Mansiir considers to be wrong. Muhammad
also comments on the lines of poetry on the same page, suggesting that
these were written by his ancestor, sma‘ll b. Mutahhar. He goes on to suggest
that the latter wrote the poems when he was still a young boy, and that his
father had died when the boy was still young. Moreover, he further suggests
that the poetry, which is found on the last page of the codex, was likewise
written down by his ancestor. Muhammad also comments on some of the
margin notes throughout the codex, pointing particularly to the one on fol.
61r which, in his view, is in the hand of his ancestor Mutahhar b. Isma‘il:
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ZMT 01464

This codex is a multitext volume, which was studied and probably produced
in the context of the madrasa al-ilmiyya in Sana around 1355/1936. It
contains numerous margin notes that provide information about the
process of instruction in the madrasa. The codex consists of three texts, each
of which is paginated separately.

The first text (110 pages) is a commentary on Ahmad b. al-Hasan
b. Muhammad al-Rassas’s (d. 621/1224) Misbah al-ulim fi ma'rifat al-
hayy al-qayyam (or al-Talatin al-mas’ala fT usil al-din) by Ibrahim b. Yahya
b. Muhammad b. Salah al-Sagari al-Sahili al-San‘ani (b. 987/1579-80,
d. 1060/1650), a work that was part of the curriculum at the madrasa al-
‘ilmiyya.’* While its title is given on the title page as Kitab Sarh al-Taldatin al-
mas’ala, the commentary also circulated under the title al-Durr al-manzam fi
ma'rifat al-Hayy al-Qayyim.” The text concludes with a colophon (p. 110) (fig.
126) in which the unidentified scribe relates that he had transcribed the
copy at the behest of ‘Abd al-Wasi' b. Yahya al-WasiT. It is likely that it was
‘Abd al-Wasi‘ who taught this text to a group of students, although neither
the teacher of the study context mentioned in a second note on page 110
nor the participating students are identified. While the colophon is undated,
the teaching sessions ended on 15 Gumada I 1355/3 August 1936:
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% See al-Akwa', Madaris, p. 404 (al-tawhid, no. 2)

2 On the work and its author, see al-Wagih, A'lam, pp. 75-76 no. 39; al-Husayni, Mu'allafat al-
Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 452 no. 1330.
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‘Abd al-Wasi‘ b. Yahya al-WasiT (b. 1295/1878, d. 1379/1960) was one
of the prominent scholars of Yemen during the first half of the twentieth
century who also taught at the madrasa al-‘ilmiyya.”® His formation as a
scholar is documented in his al-Durr al-farid al-Gami' li-mutafarrigat al-asanid,
a comprehensive collection of autobiographical accounts (tabat) about his
teachers, the works he studied, and the igazas he received, which provides
valuable information on the curriculum of late nineteenth- and early
twentieth-century scholarship in Yemen (published Cairo 1357[/1938-39]).
‘Abd al-wasi also took on the responsibility of seeing into print some of
the key Zaydi texts in the fields of law and hadit, such as the Musnad Zayd
b. ‘Al Tbn al-Murtada’s Azhar (Misr 1913-14),% Ibn Miftah’s Sarh al-Azhar,*
and Imam al-Mu’ayyad bi-llah Ahmad b. al-Husayn al-Hartni's Amali (San‘a’
1355/1936-37),%* as well as other works, like the Kitab Kanz al-rasad wa-zad
al-ma‘ad, a work on ethics by Imam al-Hadi T1zz al-Din b. al-Hasan al-Hasant
(r. 879/1474-900/1495) (Cairo ca. 1925),** and Sahifat/Musnad al-Imam ‘Alf al-
Rida b. Masa (Misr 1921 and San‘a’ 1353[/1934-35]). ‘Abd al-Wasi' was also
a prolific writer in his own right and his works cover a large disciplinary
spectrum, ranging from grammar (al-Durar al-mardiyyat ft l-mu‘arrabat wa-I-
mabniyyat),** hadit,”® and astronomy (Kanz al-nagdat fi ‘ilm al-awqat, completed
on 3 Ramadan 1328/8 September 1910), to legal theory (K. al-Tahdib fT ‘ilm al-

% On him, see al-Akwa’, Madaris, pp. 417-418; al-Wagih, A'lam, pp. 633-634 no. 657; al-Hibsi,
Masadir, pp. 94-95; al-WasiT, “Targamat mu’allif al-Durr al-farid al-gami li-mutafarrigat al-
asanid.”

2 See al-Mar‘asli, Nutr al-gawahir, pp. 836-837.

%0 See also Haykel, Revival and Reform, p. 207.

1 See Haykel, Revival and Reform, p. 207; Messick, SharT'a Scripts, p. 423 n. 19.

32 See Rossi, “La stampa nel Yemen,” p. 572 no. 6.

3 See Rossi, “La stampa nel Yemen,” p. 579.

*  Published, see bibliography.

% See, e.g., his publication of 1926 which contains three works of his: (1) al-Muhtasar fi targib
wa-tarhib hadit sayyid al-basar ...; (2) al-Latd’if al-bahiyya Sarh al-Arba‘in al-hadit al-saylaqiyya; (3)
al-Badr al-muzil li-I-huzn fi fada’il al-Yaman wa-mahdsin San'a’ dat al-minan.
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usil), and he regularly contributed to the Yemeni literary journal al-Hikma,
which was published between December 1938 and March 1941.% Apart from
his al-Durr al-farid, ‘Abd al-Wasi”’s most prominent books are in the field
of history, namely Tarih al-Yaman al-musamma Furgat al-humaim wa-l-hazan
fi hawadit wa-tarih al-Yaman, an “unofficial history” that was published in
1346/1927-28 (and republished repeatedly),”” followed by an appendix
volume, Mulhaq li-Tarih al-Yaman fi dikr al-hukima al-gadida (Misr 1948).

The Biblioteca dell’Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei e Corsiniana (BANLC)
in Rome holds codices from ‘Abd al-Wasi”s former library. MS Rome, BANLC,
Or. 346 (Rossi 45) contains another commentary on Ahmad al-Rassas’s al-
Misbah, al-Idah ‘ala I-Misbah by Ahmad b. Yahya Ibn Habis al-Dawwarf (d.
1061/1651). The wordmg of the colophon (wa-hada hin faragna min nash
hada I-kitab wa-ta’lifihi..) and T . ;
the date of the copy (19 7 e 2
Ragab 1028), which coincides '
with the date on which the
work is known to have been
completed, suggest that this is
a holograph. In the beginning
of the codex there is an
ownership statement by ‘Abd
al-Wasi‘ Yahya al-Wasi‘T dated
Safar 1352/May-June 1933
(fig. 38).** MS Rome, BANLC,
Or. 339 (Rossi 38), a multi-text
volume, has an ownership
statement on fol. 1 by Ahmad
b. ‘Abd al-Wasi* b. Yahya al-
Wasi‘T, the son of ‘Abd al-Wasi'.
The codex also contains (fols
45-47r) a brief text by ‘Abd al-
Wasi', entitled al-Ratib al-‘azim
wa-l-wird al-karim, copied by Fig. 38: MS Rome, BANLC, Or. 346

%6 See Taminian, “Persuading the Monarchs,” p. 209.
%7 Haykel, Revival and Reform, pp. 206, 212.

% For a description of the codex, see Traini, I manoscritti arabi, pp. 85-86. The ownership
statement is not mentioned by Traini. The commentary is published; see bibliography. On
the work and its author, see al-Husayni, Mu’allafat al-Zaydiyya, vol. 1, p. 183.
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his son, Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Wasi' (b. 1326/1908, d. 1405/1985).> Other than
that, ‘Abd al-Wasi‘ also bequeathed some of his books, manuscripts as well
as printed volumes, to the Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya (now Maktabat al-
awqaf) in San‘a’.*

Throughout the Sarh al-Talatin al-mas’ala, there are numerous margin
notes by several different hands. The scribe himself seems to have added
regular study notes. These contain for the most part brief explanations
on individual terms in the main text and are signaled by numbers placed
above the respective terms in the main text and at the beginning of the
corresponding notes. Typically, the term that is being explained is repeated
at the beginning of the note, and occasionally the note is titled fa’ida (page
16). In most cases the numbers as well as the beginnings of the notes are in
red ink, and the numbering of the annotation starts on each page with “1.”
A second set of notes was added by a different hand, it seems, invariably
in pale ink, including the second note on page 110, which provides details
about the teaching context (see above). The notes in pale ink are typically
opened with either numbers or letters (especially o and &), occasionally
with other symbols. In the same pale ink there are numerous interlinear
comments and corrections throughout the text. There are additional
notes, typically starting with “1,” again on each page, in yet another hand
throughout the text, which are likewise introduced with either numbers
or letters. In many cases, the notes contain pertinent quotations that are
gleaned from other works. The sources are in most cases identified at the
end of the note, e.g. “Rassas,” “Sarh Rassas,” “Asas,” “Sarh Asas,” “Minhag [al-]
Qurasi,” “Habis,” “Qala’id,” “Sarh Qala’id,” “Kassaf,” “al-Safili-1-Mansiir bi-11ah,”
“Kifaya,” “Sarh Lugman,” “Sarh al-Risala al-Nasiha,” “Sayyiduna Muhammad
b. Ibrahim al-Sahali,"* etc., or at times at the beginning of the note (e.g.,

% See Traini, I manoscritti arabi, pp. 62-70, esp. 62 and 64.

“  This is the case, for example, with MS Maktabat al-awqaf, 1479 (see al-Rugayhi [et al.], Fihrist,
p. 844), with MS Maktabat al-awqaf 2260 (see ibid., p. 1924), with MS Maktabat al-awqaf 421,
containing the Magmui‘ Zayd b. ‘Ali copied in the hand of ‘Abd al-Wasi‘ and dated 21 Dii 1-Qa‘'da
1318/12 March 1901 (see ibid., p. 446), and possibly with MS Maktabat al-awqaf 207 (see ibid.,
p. 106); see also Fihrist kutub al-Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya, pp. 6 (al-tagwid wa-I-gira@’at no. 32), 40
(mustalah al-hadit nos. 1, 77, 88), 42 (mustalah al-hadit nos. 6, 133), 43 (mustalah al-hadit no. 21),
59 (al-hadtt no. 614), 73 (al-hadit nos. 1, 4, 266, 267, 268, 269, 270, 271, 272, 273, 274, 275, 276,
277, 278), 85 (‘ilm al-kalam no. 284), 86 (‘ilm al-kalam no. 272). For the history of the Maktabat
al-awqaf, see also Schmidtke, Towards a History of the Libraries of Yemen.

“ Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. Yahya b. Muhammad b. Salah al-Sahiili al-Sagari (d. 1109/1687). On
him, see Sayyid, Sources, p. 252.
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“qala fil-Asas ma lafzuhu,” “qala fi Sarh al-Asas ma lafzuhu,” “lafz al-Minhag”). In
addition to the annotation in the margin, there is also one reading note on
page 20: balaga qira’a fi 13 [Du] I-Qa‘da [13]54 (6 February 1936). A different set
of margin comments are invariably signed ; », i.e., Muhammad al-Mansiir, in
whose library the codex eventually ended up (e.g., pp. 54, 61, 85, 89). Unlike
Muhammad al-Mansiir’s occasional remarks, none of the other margin notes
are signed and the identity of the respective readers remains unknown.

The second work included in the codex is the concise creedal work
by Saraf al-Din al-Husayn b. Badr al-Din (d. 662/1263-64 or 663/1264-65),
entitled al-‘Iqd al-tamin fima‘rifat Rabb al-‘alamin, which has been transcribed
in a different hand than the previous text. The work is again paginated (17
pages), with the title page on the verso page (fig. 127) of the preceding leaf
while the recto page of the leaf that has the beginning of the text (verso)
displays a eulogy to God and the prophet Muhammad. On the right hand
of the title page there is a lengthy note, in the same pale ink in which the
notes to the first work in the codex are added, providing details on the
author of the tract, which are gleaned from a brief biographical work by
Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Gindari (b. 1279/1863, d. 1337/1919). Al-GindarT’s
work, which is devoted to Ibn Miftah’s transmitters in his Kitab al-Muntaza“
al-muhtar min al-Gayt al-midrar, circulated under titles such as Taragim al-
rigal al-madkiira fi Sarh al-Azhar or Rigal Sarh al-Azhar and has been published
repeatedly together with Ibn Miftah’s Kitab al-Muntaza“ (see bibliography).
The relevant passage corresponds to Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Gindari, “Rigal
Sarh al-Azhar,” p. 48 lines 13-18; idem, “Taragim al-rigal al-madkdira,” p. 12
lines 21-25. The note concludes with a brief comment by the scribe and is
dated to 20 Ragab 1355/6 October 1936; it is signed by hadim al-‘ilm al-Sarif.

On the opposite page (fig. 128) there is an indication as to when the
reading of the text in the madrasa al-mutawakkiliyya began. The note is cut
off in the digital surrogate and the date is no longer visible.
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The text ends with a colophon (fig. 129) stating that the copy (zabr) was
completed on 6 Muharram 1352/1 May 1933, again at the behest of ‘Abd
al-Wasi' b. Yahya al-WasiT. The copyist is identified here as ‘Abd al-Malik
b. ‘AlT b. Isma‘l Qadt. On the same page, there is an additional note, stating

140



Traditional Yemeni Scholarship amidst Political Turmoil and War

that the dictating of the text was completed on 18 Safar 1352/12 June 1933.
Again, it was a group of students who had studied the work together, and
neither their identities nor that of the teacher is revealed here.
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Throughout the copy, the work is divided into several units, which are
marked in the margin. First, the thirty-three chapters (fusil, sg. fasl) are
numberered consecutively throughout the text, and the respective numerals
are indicated in red in the margin. In addition, the text is divided into
themes, each one of them being further divided into individual questions.
These are again mentioned in the margin in the same pale ink that is found
in the preceding text. The first note (page 1) reads: hadihi [-mas’ala al-ila
min masd’il al-tawhid al-‘aSar wa-hiya mas'alat al-sani’, with the remaining
nine questions signaled in the margin. On page 6 the next theme, on divine
justice, begins: ila hada kamilat masa’il al-tawhid wa-l-Surt* al-an fimasa’il al-‘adl
wa-hiya ‘asara wa-hadihi al-ulda minha, followed by the promise and the thread
(page 10): min huna l-Suri’ fi masa’il al-wa‘d wa-l-wa ‘id wa-hiya ‘aSara aydan wa-
hadihi l-ula minha. The last question on page 16 concludes the work: hadihi
l-mas’ala al-‘asira min masa’il al-wa'd wa-l-wa‘id wa-hiya ahiruha fa-ta’ammal. A
third text division reflects the study context—the text has numbered balag
notes throughout (page 2: balaga 1, 2; page 3: balaga 3, 4, 5; page 4: balaga 6;
page 5: balaga 7, 8; page 6: balaga 9, 10; page 7: balaga 11; page 8: balaga 12;
page 9: balaga 13, 14; page 10: balaga 15; page 11: balaga 16, 17, 18; page 12:
balaga 19; page 13: balaga 20, 21; page 14: balaga 22; page 15: balaga 23, 24, 25;
page 17: balaga 26). These units are also identified in some cases as exercise
units (tamrin).

The division of the work into teaching (dars) and exercise units (tamrin)
is summarized in two notes in the last page of the text (fig. 129):
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(%)
The third text included in the magmi‘a is a work by ‘Abd al-Wasi' b. Yahya
al-Wasi'T, namely his al-Durar al-mardiyyat ft l-mu‘arrabat wa-l-mabniyyat. It is
written in yet another hand, other than that of either of the two preceding
works in this codex. The text ends with a colophon (fig. 130), without date
or signature, stating that the copy was produced on the basis of the author’s
autograph. Unlike the two preceding texts, this work has only some few
margin notes, most of which are corrections to the text, in addition to
headings, which are added to the margin in red ink. There is nothing that
would suggest that this copy, which was not part of the curriculum of the
madrasa al-ilmiyya, was ever used in a teaching context.
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The rich holdings of Yemen’s private and public manuscript libraries
constitute a unique laboratory providing ample material to engage a wide
array of scholarly interests, ranging from historical anthropology and
social science to intellectual history, codicology, and the history of libraries.
The present study discusses a few samples that epitomize the intriguing
potential for future research that the available and for the most part still
unexplored material offers. The libraries of Yemen are well known to be
treasure troves not only for the rich and still largely unstudied literary
tradition of the Zaydi branch of Stism, but also for a much wider spectrum
of Islamic intellectual history, much of which is not preserved elsewhere.
Significant progress has been made in recent decades by scholars engaged
in the study of the intellectual history of Islamic civilization, in exploring,
for example, the rationalist heritage of the Mu'‘tazila, which is exclusively
preserved in Yemen. Less attention has been paid to research on the social
practices of knowledge transmission over the course of the centuries,
another area for which the libraries of Yemen provide particularly
informative primary materials. One obvious source is the paratextual
materials—that is, the colophons, purchase notes, chains of transmission
and kindred (documentary) materials—contained in the manuscripts,
samples of which are discussed in the present study. The paratextual
material is complemented by another—again largely unexplored—source,
namely the igazas that were issued by scholars to their students, granting
them permission to transmit texts they had read with their teacher. These
documents allow for a reconstruction of the network(s) of scholars and the
processes of knowledge transmission among them. These often lengthy
documents are partly dispersed in thousands of preserved manuscripts (a
few examples of which are discussed in the present study) and were partly
brought together in collections of licences. Both the individual licences and
the collections of licences constitute important sources for biographical
dictionaries, and the two genres often become blurred.!

The history of the various libraries in Yemen—institutional ones, such as

mosque libraries, or libraries founded by individuals, such as ruler’s libraries
or libraries of individual scholars and/or families—constitutes what up

! See Ansari and Schmidtke, Licence to Transmit, forthcoming.
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until now has been terra incognita. Only a fraction of Yemen'’s libraries has
been catalogued, and apart from the brief historical sketches of individual
libraries that can be found in the prefaces of the relevant publications, no
attempt has been made up until now to write a critical study of the history
of any of the historical or present-day libraries of Yemen. The history of
Zaydism in Yemen dates back to the ninth century, when Imam al-Had1
founded a Zaydi state, which continued to exist for more than a millenium,
until it was abolished in the wake of the 1962 revolution. Vicissitudes
notwithstanding, the remarkable political continuity of the Zaydis is
mirrored in the continuity of the library tradition in Yemen, making the
study of this tradition even more rewarding.’

The extraordinary continuity of Yemen’s manuscript culture, which has
persisted beyond the turn of the twenty-first century, is evident from the fact
that a huge number of manuscripts were still being produced throughout the
twentieth century. The high percentage of twentieth-century manuscripts
discussed in this study is a characteristic shared by every private or public
library of Yemen. Moreover, this trend has allowed for interesting encounters
of manuscript tradition and technology. Once photocopy machines became
available in Yemen, owners of manuscript libraries began to produce copies
of individual codices from their collections and often had them bound
in the traditional manner. These mechanically produced “new” codices
became a new commodity alongside the codices produced by hand. One
example has been discussed in this study—ZMT 01432, which was presented
to Muhammad al-Mansir as a gift in 1986. That this was common practice
is corroborated by ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abbas al-Wagih’s catalogue of selected
private libraries in Yemen, Masadir al-turat ft I-maktabat al-hassa fi I-Yaman
(1422/2002), in which he regularly distinguishes between original codices
(al-mahtutat al-asliyya) and mechanically produced codices (al-mahtutat al-
musawwara) for the collections he describes, attributing equal status to both
categories. Remarkable also are the handwritten codices that were produced
in twentieth-century Yemen on the basis of published texts: examples
include two works on geomancy (‘ilm al-raml) held by the Maktabat al-awqaf
in San‘@—MSS Maktabat al-awqaf, 2276 (Kitab al-Fasl fT usil ‘ilm al-raml by
Muhammad b. ‘Utman al-Zanati, fl. before 629/1232), and 2278 (al-Asrar al-
hafiya fi ‘ilm al-raml wa-l-azyag al-falakiyya), both of which were transcribed,

2 See also Schmidtke, Towards a History of the Libraries of Yemen.
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according to al-Ruqayhi, on the basis of prints produced in Egypt (nusiha hada
‘ala I-matbu a ft Misr).> With the rise of digital technology, digital surrogates
of manuscripts have largely replaced the physical objects as a commodity,
and this has opened an entirely new vista on the transmission, usage, and
availability of handwritten texts.

While the Yemeni manuscript tradition is potentially rewarding for
future scholarship, it must be remembered that the manuscript libraries
in Yemen are under imminent threat. Throughout much of the second half
of the twentieth century and the first decades of the twenty-first, Yemeni
authorities have been constantly fighting manuscript dealers, trying to
prevent them from smuggling manuscripts out of the country, with only
limited success, it would seem. Moreover, many of the private libraries in
Yemen have been severely damaged, looted, or even destroyed over the
course of the twentieth century, as a result of the political turmoil and wars
that Yemen has witnessed. At this writing, the continuing state of war in
the country, with daily bombardments, constitutes an imminent threat not
only to the local population but also to the cultural heritage of the country,
including its many libraries. It is to be hoped that an increase in scholarship
on Yemen'’s rich manuscript tradition will help to save these unique cultural
monuments, which are important sources for Yemen’s communal identity
and constitute part of the cultural heritage of humankind, the preservation
of which is a responsibility shared by all.

3 See al-Ruqayhi [et al.], Fihrist, pp. 1939-1940, 1943-1944; neither of the two copies is dated.
See also ibid., pp. 1463-1464 (nusha mahgiba kutibat ‘ala umm matbi‘a). For a different case,
see above chapter one, n. 138.
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Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. Muhammad al-Rassas (d. 621/1224) 26, 42, 99, 101,
111, 136, 138

Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. al-Mu'ayyad 80
Ahmad b. Husayn al-Sayagi 135

Ahmad b. Tbrahim b. Hasan al-Hasani (fl. first half of the fourth/tenth
century) 38,43

Ahmad b. Tsa b. Zayd al-Husayni (b. 157/773, d. 247/861) 31, 43, 68

Ahmad b. Ishaq b. Ibrahim b. al-imam al-Mahdi Ahmad (d. 1158/1745)
30n

Ahmad b. Isma‘l Suwayl (d. 1359/1940) 100

Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Anist 22, 23n, 28n, 29, 38n

Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ishaq al-Imam, Safi al-Din 63

Ahmad b. Muhammad Ibn Lugman (d. 1039/1629-30) 27, 33, 42, 61, 139

Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Muhammad Ibn Ya'qub al-Magribi (d. 1128/1716)
32,42

Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Rassas (d. 656/1258) 101

Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Salah al-Sarafi (d. 1055/1646) 37, 38

Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Sami  46n

Ahmad b. Muhammad Zabara (b. 1325/1908, d. 1421/2000) 33, 41n, 46

Ahmad b. Muhsin al-‘AnsT 39

Ahmad b. Msa al-Tabart (d. 325/936-37) 53

Ahmad b. Qasim al-‘AnsT al-YamanT al-Sanani 40

Ahmad b. Sa‘d al-Din b. al-Husayn al-Maswarf [al-Miswari] (b. 1007/1598, d.
1079/1668) 117,125,131

Ahmad b. Salah al-Sarafi 125

Ahmad b. Salama al-Dimasqi 81

Ahmad b. Salih Tbn Abi I-Rigal 124f,

Ahmad al-Sawqi  62n

Ahmad b. Sulayman al-Nusri 125
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Ahmad b. Yahya b. Ahmad b. Yahya al-Maswari [al-Miswari] (d. 1368/1949)
37

Ahmad b. Yahya b. Amir al-Mu'minin al-Mu'ayyad bi-llah 113
Ahmad b. Yahya Ibn Habis al-Dawwari (d. 1061/1651) 89, 111, 138, 139

Ahmad b. Zayd b. ‘Abd Allah b. Nasir al-KibsT (b. 1209/1795, d. 1271/1855)
123n

Ahmad b. Zayd al-Kibs1 123, 124
‘Alb. ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Abi lI-Hayr 81

‘Ali b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Sudum (b.
1271/1854, d. 1364/1945) 38

‘Ali b. Ahmad b. ‘AlT b. Qasim al-Samawi (b. 1029/1620 or 1031/1621-22, d.
1117/1705-6) 101

‘AlTb. Ahmad b. Hasan al-Mutawakkil 102, 103, 104

‘Al b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ishaq b. al-Mahdi (b. 1150/1737-38, d.
1220/1805-6) 63

‘Alib. Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Mahnaki 131, 132

‘Ali Ibn al-Atir (b. 555/1160, d. 630/1233) 29, 43

‘AlTb. Humayd b. Ahmad b. al-walid al-Qurasi 26, 43

‘Al b. al-Husayn al-Isfahani, Aba 1-Farag (b. 284/897, d. 356/967)  70f.

‘AlT b. Husayn al-Magribi al-San‘ani  34n

‘Al b. Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-Amir al-Hasani al-San‘ani (b.
1171/1757-58,d. 1219/1804-5) 96

‘AlTb. Isma‘l al-Mu'ayyad 95

‘Ali b. Muhammad al-AgrT (b. 1320/1902, d. 1407/1987) 39

‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Ahmad [b.] Ibrahim (b. 1302/1885, d. 1396/1976) 35,
118,119, 120, 123, 124, 128

‘Alib. Muhammad b. Hasan b. Yahya al-Akwa' (b. 1303/1885-86,d. 1371/1951-
52) 27

‘AlTb. Muhammad Ibn Hutayl al-Yamani 106, 107

‘Al b. Muhammad b. Isma‘1l Fudda (b. 1299/1881-82 or 1300/1882-83, d.
1395/1975) 37

‘AlT b. Muhammad al-Sayyid al-Sarif al-Gurgani (d. 816/1413)  29f.

‘AlTb. Salah b. ‘Al b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Tabari (d. 1071/1661) 33,
42
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‘AlTb. Sultan al-Harawi al-Qari (d. 1014/1605) 87

‘Alib. Yahya al-Mutawakkil 21n

‘AlTb. Zayd b. Hasan al-Sazabi (d. 882/1477-78) 99

‘Aliyya bt. al-Sarif ‘AlT al-Dumayn 21

Altaf bt. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstar 21

Amat Allah bt. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansir 21
Amat al-Gaffar bt. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstir 21
Amat al-Garif bt. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansiir 21
Amat al-Gafiir ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Ali al-Amir 20n

Amat al-Latif bt. ‘Abd Allah al-wazir 18

Amat al-Rahman bt. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr 21
Ansari, Hassan 17

‘Arif Muhammad ‘Abd Allah Fari‘ al-Ra‘awl 110

Atir al-Din al-Abhari (d. 663/1264) 29, 42

‘Ayda al-Sawdi 68

‘Aziz Allah al-‘Ataridi al-Habusant 87

Barakat Allah Habib Allah Karamat 84

Bill, James A. 55n

Brown, Jonathan 30n

Busra Mutawakkil 18

Colin, Georges S. 45

Correa,Dale]. 55n

Daouadi, Belkacem 86

Elger, Ralf 94

al-Fadl b. AbT al-Sa‘'d al-‘Usayfiri (fl. seventh/thirteenth century) 27, 42,
83,134

Fatima bt. Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Manstr (d. between 1348/1929 and
1351/1932) 20

Fatima bt. Muhammad b. Isma‘l b. al-Mutahhar al-Manstr 19

Fatima bt. Muhammad uht al-3arifa Zaynab al-Sahariyya 129

Ga‘farb. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Salam al-Buhliili ("Qadi Ga‘far", d. 573/1177) 31n,
50, 82, 88, 99, 102, 117
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Gafiira al-Mansiir 18, 21

Galal al-Din al-SuyiitT (b. 849/1445, d. 911/1505) 86, 129

Gamal al-Din ‘AlT al-Dib 103

George, Linda 18

Habib Sufyan Muhammad Ridwan 96

al-Hadi b. Ibrahim b. ‘Al al-Wazir (b. 758/1357, d. 822/1419) 56, 89, 96

Hadiga Ahmad al-Sam1 21

Halid b. ‘Abd Allah b. Abi Bakr al-AzharT (b. ca. 838/1434, d. 905/1499) 28,
42

Hamd1 ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Mugaddam 106

Hamid b. Hasan b. Ahmad Sakir al-San‘ani (d. 1173/1759-60) 86

Hammiadb. ‘Abbas b. ‘Abd Allah al-Mu’ayyad (b. 1336/1917-18, d. 2018) 118,
119, 120, 124

Hasan b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Daylami 97

al-Hasan b. Ahmad al-Galal (d. 1084/1673-74) 126

al-Hasan b. Ahmad b. Salih al-Yisufi al-Gamali al-Haymi (d. 1071/1660)
118

al-Hasan b. ‘AlT b. Abi Talib al-Husayni al-Balhi (d. 532/1137-38) 127, 128

Hasan b. ‘AlT b. Husayn b. Hasan al-Magribi (b. 1308/1890, d. 1367/1947-48)
34

al-Hasan b. Hamza b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad 87
al-Hasan b. Isma‘ll al-Magribi 19n
al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Nahwi (d. 791/1389) 64f., 76

al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Rassas (b. 546/1152, d. 584/1188)
56

Hasan Muhammad Taqt al-Hakim 80

al-Hasan b. al-Qasim b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Alf al-Muradi b. Umm Qasim (d.
749/1348-49) 70

al-Hasan b. Salih b. Sa‘id b. Ibrahim al-mulaqqab bi-1-ZaylaT 77
Haykel, Bernard 46

Humayd b. Ahmad al-Muhalli al-San‘ant (b. 582/1186-87, d. 643/1254) 54,
56

Humayd Gabir ‘Ubayd 76
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Humaydan b. Yahya b. Humaydan (d. mid-seventh/thirteenth century)
52

Hurgronje, Christiaan Snouck (b. 1857, d. 1936) 115n
Hurriya bt. Muhammad al-DarT (d. 1366/1946-47) 21

Husayn b. Ahmad b. Isma‘Tl b. Ahmad b. Yahya b. al-Hasan b. al-Qasim b. ‘Al
b. al-Mutawakkil ‘ala 11ah Isma‘l b. al-Mansir al-Qasim 104, 106, 108

al-Husayn b. Ahmad al-Sayagi al-Haymi al-Sanani (b. 1180/1766, d.
1221/1806) 19n, 30, 35, 36f., 43
Husayn b. Ahmad Zabara 124

al-Husayn b. Badr al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad (d. 662/1263-64 or 663/1264-
65) 36,37,42f, 113,140

Husayn Dus1 67, 68
Husayn Mahmal Hasan Mahmal al-Magzi 80

al-Husaynb. al-Manstr al-Qasimb. Muhammadb. ‘AlTal-Yamani(b.999/1591,
d. 1050/1640) 19, 30, 36, 42

al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. Yasuf al-Mulawwah
120, 121

Husayn b. Muhammad b. Muhsin Hin$ [Hana$] 38f.

al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. Sa‘id al-Magribi (d. 1119/1707) 19n
al-Husayn b. Muhsin Diis 39

Husayn b. Sa‘ld al-Habal (7) 71

al-Husayn b. Salah al-muhtasib 77

al-Husayn [al-Hasan] b. Yahya al-Saylan (d. 1110/1698-99) 19n
Husna bt. ‘Abd Allah al-Sadiq 122

Husna bt. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr 21

Ibn ‘Asakir (b. 499/1105, d. 571/1176) 132

Ibn Hagar al-‘Asqalani (b. 773/1372, d. 852/1449) 30, 86

Ibn Mahdi (?) Halid b. Ahmad b. Qasim al-‘Ulaft 102

Ibrahim b. ‘Abd al-Qadir 124

Ibrahim b. Ahmad al-Maghaft 82,110

Ibrahim b. ‘Al b. Zaki al-Garrazi 111

Ibrahim al-Hamdi (r. 1974-1977 CE) 46
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Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Yahya b. Nizar al-San‘ani (fl. eighth/
fourteenth century) 54,56

Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr 21, 49

Ibrahim b. Muhammad al-Yas1 (d. 779/1377) 112

Ibrahim b. Yahya b. Muhammad al-Sagari al-Sahili (b. 987/1579-80, d.
1060/1650) 26, 42,136

Imam Ahmad b. Yahya Hamid al-Din (r. 1948-1962 CE) 39, 44, 45

Imam ‘Al b. Abi Talib 49, 86f., 132

Imam Ga'far al-Sadiq (d. 148/765) 80

Imam al-HadT ila -haqq Yahya b. al-Husayn (b. 245/859-60, d. 298/911) 34,
43,81,120, 121, 144

Imam al-Hadi ‘Izz al-Din b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Hasani (b. 845/1442, d.
900/1495) 81,127,137

Imam al-Had1li-Din Allah Ahmadb. ‘Alib. al-Husayn al-Sarragi(d. 1248/1832-
33 or 1250/1834-35) 127

Imam al-Haramayn al-Guwayni (d. 478/1085) 131

Imam al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b. Ab1 Talib 88

Imam al-Mahdi li-Din Allah Ahmad b. Yahya al-Murtada (d. 840/1436-37)
25, 26, 27, 28, 31, 36, 40, 42, 59n, 77f., 99, 101, 106, 109, 129, 137

Imam al-Mahdi Muhammad b. Mutahhar al-HasanT al-Yamani (b. 660/1261-
62, d.728/1327-28) 107

Imam al-Mansir ‘AlT b. ‘Abbas b. al-Husayn 110

Imam al-Mansir bi-11ah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza (d. 614/1217) 101, 105, 112
Imam al-Mansir bi-1lah Ahmad b. Ha$im b. Muhsin (d. 1268/1853) 85
Imam al-Mansir bi-llah Muhammad b. Yahya (r. 1890-1904) 23

Imam al-Mansir bi-llah al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali (b. 967/1559, d.
1029/1620) 19, 37, 43, 79, 93, 98, 120, 125, 130, 131

Imam al-Mu’ayyad bi-llah Ahmad b. al-Husayn al-Buthani (b. 333/944, d.
411/1020) 31, 36, 43, 61, 74, 123f., 137

Imam al-Mu’ayyad bi-llah Muhammad b. al-Qasim (r. 1009/1602-1054/1644)
113

Imam al-Mu’ayyad bi-l1ah Yahya b. Hamza (b. 669/1270, d. 749/1348-49) 53,
72
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Imam al-MurSad bi-11ah Yahya b. al-Husayn b. Isma‘1l al-Sagarf (d. 479/1086-
87 or 499/1106) 122

Imam al-Mutawakkil ‘ala llah Ahmad b. Sulayman (r. 532/1138-566/1170)
34, 43,102

Imam al-Mutawakkil ‘ala 11ah Isma‘l b. al-Qasim (r. 1054/1644-1087/1676)
109, 129

Imam al-Nasir al-Hasan b. ‘Al b. Dawid al-Yamani al-Hadawi1 (d. 1024/1615
or 1025/1616) 70

Imam al-Natiq bi-1-haqq Aba Talib Yahyab. al-Husayn al-Haruni (b. 340/951-
52,d.424/1033) 31,50, 75, 88,93, 99, 117

Imam al-Qasim b. Ibrahim al-Rassi (d. 246/860) 80, 81, 98

Imam Yahya Hamid al-Din (r. 1904-1948 CE) 24n, 39n, 44, 45, 61, 110

Imam Zayd b. ‘Al b. al-Husayn (b. 75/694-95, d. 122/740) 30, 34, 35, 80,
137

Tsa al-Babi al-Halabi 116n

Tsa b. Lutf Allah b. al-Mutahhar b. al-imam Saraf al-Din al-Kawkabani al-
San‘ani (b. 986/1578-79, d. 1048/1638) 82

Tsa b. Mina’ Qalun (d. 220/835) 26

Ishagb. Yasufb. al-Mutawakkil ‘ala 11ah Isma‘il b. al-Qasim b. Muhammad (b.
1111/1699-1700, d. 1173/1760) 94

Isma‘l b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Isma‘l b. Mutahhar al-Manstr 121, 122
Isma‘il b. Ahmad al-Girafi (b. 1331/1913) 65, 95

Isma‘il b. ‘Ali b. al-Husayn al-Samman al-Razi (d. between 440/1048 and
447/1056) 43,122

Isma‘Tl b. ‘AlTb. Husayn al-Suwsuwa al-Sarafi (b. 1310/1892-93, d. 1381/1961)
271,

Isma‘Tl Basa Bagdadi (d. 1920-21 CE) 106

Isma‘Tl b. Husayn Girman (d. 1256/1840-41) 41

Isma‘Tl b. Muhammad b. Yahya al-‘AnsT (b. 1311/1893, d. 1392/1972) 28f.
Isma‘Tl b. Mutahhar b. Isma‘l b. Yahya 135

Tyad b. Masa ("al-Qadi Tyad", d. 544/1149) 105

‘Izz al-Din b. Muhammad b. ‘Izz al-Din b. al-Had1 b. 1zz al-Din b. al-Qasim b.

AbT I-Fad@’il b. Muhammad b. al-Amir al-Mustansir bi-1lah Ibrahim b. al-
Imam al-Mutawakkil ‘ala llah al-Mutahhar b. Yahya al-Murtada 70
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Johansen, Julian 51
King Husayn of Jordan 47

Lutf Allah b. Ahmad Gahhaf al-San‘ani (b. 1179/1766, d. 1243/1827-28)
110

Lutf Allah Muhammad al-Giyat al-Zufayri (d. 1035/1626) 36, 42
Lutf b. Muhammad b. Muhsin Hin$ [Hana$] 39

Magd al-Din b. Muhammad b. Manstr al-Muwayyadi (b. 1332/1913-14, d.
1428/2007) 41,43, 105,117

Mahmid b. ‘Umar al-ZamahsarT (b. 467/1075, d. 538/1144) 29, 36, 37, 39,
42, 47,102,103, 106

Mas‘id b. ‘Umar al-Taftazani (d. 793/1390) 30, 32, 42, 97, 98, 102

Matar b. ‘Ayda al-Sawd1i 67, 68

Mohammad Akram Nadawi 33n

al-Mubarak b. Muhammad Ibn al-Atir (b. 544/1149, d. 606/1209) 33

Muhammad (Prophet) 29, 32, 35, 40, 42, 50, 70, 87, 140

Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Gindari [al-Gundari] al-
San‘ani (b. 1293/1876, d. 1376/1956) 37

Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad Mutahhar al-Damari 100, 101

Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Haddar (b. 1340/1922, d. 1418/1997) 39f.

Muhammad ‘Abd Allah al-Madi  20n

Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad Ibn Malik (b. ca. 600/1203, d.
672/1273) 133

Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah Ibn Zafar al-Siqill1 (d. 565/1169)  66f.
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Magid b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab 104

Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Malik b. Hammid al-Marwan (b. 1357/1938-39) 88,
89

Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Qazwini (d. 739/1338) 32, 42
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Salam Salatin (b. 1336/1917, d. 1395/1975) 91f.
Muhammad b. Abi Bakr b. Muhammad al-Habis (d. 801/1398) 34, 42
Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Ahmad al-Girafi (b. 1349/1930-31,d.?) 35
Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Dahabi (d. 806/1404) 78, 79

Muhammad Ahmad Damag 66
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Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Gar Allah Masham al-Sa‘dial-Yamani (d. 1181/1767)
78

Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Ibrahim al-Hazimi 66

Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Isma‘l al-Saffar al-Muradi al-Nahwt al-Misr1 (d.
338/949-50) 128n

Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Mahall1 al-3afiT (b. 791/1389, d. 864/1459) 131
Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Nazir1 (d. 920/1514) 27, 38, 39, 42
Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Mustanir Qutrub (d. 206/821) 107

Muhammad b. Ahmadb. Qasim b. ‘Alib. Qasim b. al-Mahdi amir al-mu'minin
93

Muhammad b. Ahmad Suhayl 127

Muhammad b. Ahmad Ibn al-Walid al-Qurasi (d. 623/1226) 105

Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Yahya b. Ahmad b. Muzaffar (d. 926/1250) 111

Muhammad b. ‘AlTb. Mahgtd 130

Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Maymiin al-NarsT al-Kaft al-Mugqri’, Aba I-Gana’im (b.
424/1033,d. 510/1116-17) 107

Muhammad b. ‘Al al-Sawkani (b. 1173/1760, d. 1250/1834) 19n, 29, 30, 40,
41, 42, 43,123

Muhammad b. ‘Al ‘Ubayd Allah al-Hayrani al-Haymi 117
Muhammad b. ‘Al ‘Umar ("al-Haga/al-Hwaga ‘Umar") 24
Muhammad b. ‘Ayda al-Sawdi 67, 68

Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Daylami (d. 711/1311-12) 81
Muhammad b. Hasan al-Kibst al-mulaqqab bi-1-Muragil 123, 124
Muhammad b. Hasan al-ZaylaT 77

Muhammad Husayn Al Yasin 102

Muhammad b. al-Husayn b. al-Manstr al-Qasim b. Muhammad 61

Muhammad b. Husayn b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Radami al-San‘ani (b.
1318/1900-1, d. 1376/1956) 102

Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Wazir al-San‘ani ("Ibn al-Wazir", d. 840/1436)
84

Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. Yahya b. Muhammad b. Salah al-Sahiili al-Sagart
(d.1109/1687) 139n

Muhammad b. Tsa al-Tirmidi (b. 209/824, d. 279/892) 34, 87
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Muhammad b. Isma‘l b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Manstr (d. 1363/1944) 20, 21,
23, 26, 28, 38, 44, 109, 125

Muhammad b. Isma‘l al-Buhari (b. 194/810, d. 256/870) 34

Muhammad b. Isma ‘7l al-Amir al-San‘ani (b. 1099/1688, d. 1182/1768) 19n,
30, 43, 65, 84, 86, 109

Muhammad b. 1zz al-Din b. Muhammad al-$ahir bi-1-Muft (d. 1049/1639-40
or 1050/1640-41) 691,

Muhammad Mahdi ‘Alf al-Gayl 48
Muhammad b. Mansir b. Yazid al-Muradi (alive in 252/866) 32, 43, 68

Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Kuhlani 79, 80, 82, 83, 84,
85, 86

Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘AlT al-Manstar 23, 26, 38, 65

Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Gazari ("Ibn al-Gazari", b. 751/1350, d.
833/1429) 53,69, 133

Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Isma‘l al-Manstir (b. 1333/1915, d. 1437/2016)
17,18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37,
38, 39, 40, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 57, 58, 59, 61,
62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69,70, 71, 72,73, 74,75,76,77,78, 79, 80, 82, 83,
84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103,
104, 105, 106, 107,108, 109,110, 111, 112,113,117,118, 119, 120,121, 122,
123,124,125,126,127,128,130,131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 140, 144

Muhammad b. Muhammad ‘Arafa al-Dastqi (d. 1230/1815) 32, 42
Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr 21
Muhammad Muhammad Tamir 31, 99

Muhammad b. Muhammad Zabara (b. 1301/1883, d. 1380/1961)  27n, 33,
41,136

Muhammad Qa’id Salih al-Gara$ 48
Muhammad b. Qasim b. Husayn al-Tzzi Aba Talib (b. 1331/1913) 132

Muhammad b. al-Imam al-Qasim b. Ibrahim b. Isma‘il al-Hasani (d. 284/897-
88) 81,131

Muhammad Ragib Bey (d. 1378/1958) 44, 45

Muhammad b. Said al-Basiri (b. 608/1212, d. between 694/1294 and
696/1297) 70

Muhammad b. Sa'id b. ‘Umar al-Sanhagi ("qadi Azammur", d. 795/1393)
85
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Muhammad b. Salah b. ‘Abd Allah b. Salah b. Muhammad b. Idris b.
Muhammad b. Sulayman al-HabtrT al-MaswarT [al-Miswari] 98

Muhammad b. Salah b. Muhammad al-Stdi 109

Muhammad b. Salih b. Sams al-Din al-Buhliilt (b. 1324/1906, d. 1404/1984)
32f.

Muhammad b. Salim al-Bayhani (b. 1326/1908, d. 1391/1971) 39

Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. Mubarak al-HimyarT al-Hadrami al-SafiT ("Bahraq",
b. 869/1465, d. 930/1524) 25,27, 42

Muhammad b. ‘Utman al-Zanat1 (fl. before 629/1232) 144

Muhammad b. Yahya b. Ahmad Mada‘is al-San‘ani (b. 1295/1878, d.
1351/1933) 37

Muhammad b. Yahya b. Muhammad b. Ahmad Bahran (d. 957/1550) 27, 33,
42, 65, 69, 89, 133

Muhammad b. Yahya al-Sahari 122

Muhammad Yahya Salim ‘Azzan 76

Muhammad b. Yazid al-Qazwini Ibn Maga (d. 273/886) 34

Muhammad al-Zuhri al-Gamrawi 91

al-Muhassin b. ‘Alf al-Tantht (b. 329/941, d. 384/994) 91

al-Muhassin b. Muhammad b. Kirama al-Bayhaqf ("al-Hakim al-Gigumi", d.
494/1101) 52,56

Mugbil b. Had1 al-Wadi'T (b. 1356/1937, d. 1422/2001) 50n

al-Murtada b. Zayd al-Mahatwari al-Hasan1 49n, 82

Muslim b. al-Haggag b. Muslim al-QusayrT al-Naysaburi (d. 261/875) 34

Mustafa b. Kamal al-Din al-Bakr (b. 1099/1688, d. 1162/1749) 94

Mutahhar b. Isma‘Tl b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Mansiir (d. 1373/1954) 23, 26, 28,
38,125,135

al-Mutahhar b. Isma‘l b. Yahya b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim al-San‘ani (b.
1132/1719, d. 1207/1793) 20

al-Mutahhar b. Muhammad b. ‘Amir b. Ahmad al-Sabahi 101

al-Muzaffar b. al-Husayn b. Zayd b. ‘Ali b. Huzayma al-Faris1 128

Nafi'b. ‘Abd al-Rahman (d. 169/785) 25

al-Nasir b. Muhammad b. Yahya al-Qasimi al-Tyani al-Gurbani al-ma‘raf bi-
l-Sabah 113
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Na$wan b. Sa‘id al-Himyari (d. 573/1177) 95

Ong, Walter 116

al-Qasim b. ‘Alf al-Harir1 (b. ca. 446/1054, d. 516/1122) 25,27, 42,134
al-Qasim b. al-Husayn b. ‘Izzi (b. 1291/1874, d. 1380/1960) 126

al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Kibst (b. 1116/1704-5, d. 1201/1786-
87) 86

Qutb al-Din al-Razi (d. 766/1364) 87

Raya bt. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansiir 21

Rossi, Ettore (b. 1894, d. 1955) 115

al-Rugayhi, Ahmad ‘Abd al-Razzaq 145

Ruqgayya bt. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstir 21

Sa‘'d al-Haddad 49

al-Sahib b. ‘Abbad (d. 385/995) 102

Salah al-Din al-Munaggid 78

salih b. ‘Abd al-Haqq 82

Salih b. Mansar al-Kaft 82, 83

Salih b. Muhammad b. Muhsin al-HGdT [al-Hawdi] (b. 1281/1864-65, d.
1362/1943) 25

Salih b. al-Siddiq b. ‘Ali al-Namazi (d. 975/1567-68) 127, 128

Sams al-Din al-Samarqgandi 96

Saraf Hin3 [Hanas§] 39

Stookey, Robert W. (b. 1917, d. 1998) 52n, 54, 55, 57, 62

al-Sultan al-Malik al-ASraf ‘Umar b. Yasuf b. Rasal 71

Tahir b. Ahmad b. Babasad al-Nahwt al-MisrT (d. 469/1077) 72

Talib b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Isma‘Tl b. Mutahhar al-Manstr 122

Thiele, Jan 18,112n

Traini, Renato 138n

‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Haskanial-Nisabari (d. after 470/1077-
78) 90

‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Umar al-Farist al-Qazwini (d. 745/1344) 30
Umm Muhammad al-Ras$id 21n
‘Utman b. Umar b. al-Hagib al-Kurdi (d. 646/1249) 34, 36, 62, 63, 69, 134
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vom Bruck, Gabriele 18, 20n, 21n, 44, 48

"al-walid al-Safi" 91

Yahya b. Abi Bakr Muhammad b. Yahya al-‘Amirt al-Tihami al-Hanaft (d.
893/1488) 32,42

Yahya b. Ahmad Ibn Muzaffar (d. 875/1470-71) 100, 111

Yahya b. ‘Ali b. ‘Abd Allah al-Iryani (b. 1316/1898, d. 1358/1939-40) 96

Yahya b. ‘Alt al-Nahwi 76, 77

Yahya al-Daylam1 90

Yahya b. al-Hasan b. Misa al-Qurasi al-Sa‘di (d. 780/1378-79) 92

Yahya b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim al-Yamani al-San‘ani (b. 1035/1625, d. after
1099/1688) 19, 20, 73, 135

Yahya b. al-lmam Yahya Hamid al-Din 110

Yahya b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Alf al-Iryant al-San‘ant (b. 1299/1882,
d. 1362/1943) 29-31

Yahya b. Muhammad al-Damin 46n

Yahya b. Muhammad al-Mansiir 21n

Yahya b. al-Mutahhar b. Isma‘l b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Mansar (b. 1324/1906,
d. 1394/1974) 23n, 73

Yinus b. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr 21, 49
Yusra bt. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr 21
Yasuf b. Abi Bakr al-Sakkaki (b. 555/1160, d. 626/1229) 32

Yasuf b. al-Husayn b. Ahmad b. Salah Zabara al-San‘ant (b. 1116/1704, d.
1179/1766) 94

Zakariyya b. Muhammad AnsarT (b. 823/1423-24, d. 926/1520-21) 29, 42
Zayd b. Ahmad b. Zayd al-Kibsi (b. 1261/1845, d. 1316/1898) 123

Zayd b. Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-KalarT (fl. fifth/eleventh century) 75,
92

Zayd b. Muhammad al-Manstr 21n

Zayn al-Din al-Traqi 78

Zaynab bt. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. al-Imam al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Dawad (d.
1114/1702) 129f.

Zetterstéen, Karl Vilhelm 71
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Book Titles

Adab al-talab wa-muntahai al-arab (al-Sawkani) 40

al-Adilla al-galiyya fi tahrim al-nazar ila 1-agnabiyya (Muhammad b. Isma‘l
al-Amir al-San‘ani) 109

al-Agwiba al-rafi‘a li-l-iskal al-fatiha li-1-af'al (Imam al-Mansir ‘Abd Allah b.
Hamza) 112

al-Ahkam fi -halal wa-l-haram (Imam al-Hadi ila I-haqq) 34, 43, 120, 121

K. al-Amali (Abii Sa'd al-Samman) 43, 122

K. al-Amali (Ahmad b. Tsa b. Zayd) 31, 68

K. al-Amali (Imam al-Mu’ayyad bi-11ah) 31, 61, 123f,, 137

K. al-Amali (Imam al-Natiq bi-1-haqq Aba Talib) 31, 43, 50, 88, 99, 117, 118,
119

al-Amali al-hamisiyya (al-Imam al-Mursad bi-llah) 122

K. al-Amtal fi makarim al-ahlaq 53, 74f.

Anba’ al-zaman fi tarih al-Yaman (Yahya b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim al-Yamanit
al-San‘ani) 20

al-Anwar al-hadiya li-dawt I-‘uql al-Kafil bi-nayl al-su’l (Ahmad b. Yahya
Ibn Habis al-Dawwari) 89, 139

al-Anwar al-muntaza‘a min al-ahadit al-muhtara [al-Anwar al-muntaqa min
kalam al-nabi al-muhtar] (Ibn al-Murtada) 101

Aqrat al-dahab fTl-mufahara bayna al-Rawda wa-Bi'r al-‘Azab (‘Abd Allah b.
‘Al Ibn al-Wazir) 53

K. al-Arba‘n al-fighiyya (Abt I-Gana’'im Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Maymiin al-
Narst al-Kaff al-Muqri’)) 107

Argam fihrist a'dad al-amrad (anonymous) 87

‘Arts al-afrah Sarh Talhis al-Miftah (Baha® al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Al al-Subki)
32f., 42

K. al-Asas li-‘aqa@’id al-akyas fi ma'rifat rabb al-alamin (Imam al-Manstr al-
Qasim b. Muhammad) 37, 43, 98, 139, 140

Asas al-asas lima yagibu tagdimuhu min tashih ‘aq@’id al-akyas (Imam al-
Mansiir al-Qasim b. Muhammad) 130

al-‘Asgad al-manziim fi asanid al-‘ulim (‘Abd Allah b. ‘Ali al-Galibi al-
Dahyani) 41
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K. Asna al-‘aq@’id f1 aSraf al-matalib wa-azlaq al-maqasid (Imam al-Nasir al-
Hasan b. ‘Al al-Yamanit al-Hadawi) 70

K. al-‘A8r hisal fT I-tazawwud li-I-mal (‘Alf b. ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Ab1
l-Hayr) 81

al-Asrar al-hafiya f1 ilm al-raml wa-l-azyag al-falakiyya 144

al-Azhar f1 figh al-a'imma al-athar (Imam al-Mahdi Ahmad b. Yahya al-
Murtada) 25, 26, 27, 28, 40, 42, 109, 137

al-Badr al-muzil li-I-huzn fi fada’il al-Yaman wa-mahasin San‘a’ dat al-minan
(‘Abd al-Wasi' b. Yahya al-Wasi7) 137n

K. al-Badr al-sari (Muhammad b. ‘1zz al-Din Muhammad al-$ahir bi-1-Muft1)
69,70

Bahgat al-mahafil wa-bugyat al-amatil fi talhis al-siyar wa-l-mu‘gizat wa-
|-Sama’il (Yahya b. Abi Bakr Muhammad al-‘Amiri al-Tihami al-Hanaf?)
32,42

Bahgat al-zaman fT hawadit al-Yaman (Yahya b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim al-
Yamani al-San‘ani) 20

al-Bahr al-zahhar al-§ami‘ li-madahib ‘ulama’ al-ansar (Imam al-Mahd1
Ahmad b. Yahya al-Murtada) 31, 36, 42, 77, 99

al-Balig al-mudrik (al-Imam al-Had1ila -haqq) 81

al-Barahin al-zahira (al-Hasan al-Rassas) 56

al-Barid al-adabi (journal) 62n

Barq al-yamani ‘ala Qudsiyyat al-iman wa-huwa yamani (Muhammad b.
Muhammad al-Mansiir) 49

Bayan ma'rifat nisab al-zakat min al-dahab wa-1-fidda (Imam al-Had1 li-Din
Allah Ahmad b. ‘AlTb. al-Husayn al-Sarragi) 127

al-Bayan al-3afi fi I-durr al-safi al-muntaza’ min al-Burhan al-kaff (‘Tmad al-
Din Yahya b. Ahmad Ibn Muzaffar) 100

al-Bina’ fT ilm al-sarf (anonymous) 61

Bugyat al-amil fT nazm al-Kafil (Muhammad b. Isma‘l al-Amir al-San‘ani)
65

K. Bugyat al-ragib wa-‘umdat al-talib (Ibrahim b. ‘AlT b. zaki al-Garrazi)
111

BulGig al-maram min adillat al-ahkam (Ibn Hagar al-'Asqalani) 30

Burda (Muhammad b. Sa‘d al-Basiri) 70
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Dabit ‘ilm al-mantiq [Mahiyat ‘ilm al-mantiq] 104

Dayl al-‘Tbar (Abi I-Fadl ‘Abd al-Rahim al-‘Iraqt al-Safi7) 78, 79

Dayl al-Tbar (Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Dahabi) 78, 79

K. al-Dikr (Muhammad b. Manstr b. Yazid al-Muradi) 32, 43

Diya’ man rama l-wusl ila tawdih hafiyyat Hidayat al-‘uqal (Ahmad b. Ishaq
b. Ibrahim b. al-Imam al-Mahdi Ahmad) 30n

K. al-Diyana (al-Imam al-Had1 ila I-haqq) 81

Durar al-ahadit al-nabawiyya bi-1-asanid al-yahyawiyya (Ibn Abi l-Nagm al-
Sa'di) 31,43, 123,124-126

al-Durar al-mardiyyat fil-mu‘arrabat wa-l-mabniyyat (‘Abd al-Wasi'b. Yahya
al-Wasi) 137,142

Durar nuhr al-hawr al-‘ayn bi-sirat al-Imam al-Mansir wa-a‘lam dawlatihi
al-mayamin (Imam al-Mansar ‘AlT b. ‘Abbas b. al-Husayn) 110

Durar al-qala’id wa-nukat al-fara’id (Salih b. Mansir al-Kafi) 82, 83

al-Durr al-farid al-gami‘ li-mutafarriqat al-asanid (‘Abd al-Wasi‘b. Yahya al-
WasiT) 41,137,138

al-Durr al-mantir fi fada’il al-imam al-Manstr (Ibn al-Walid al-Qurasi)
105

al-Durr al-manziim fi ma'rifat al-Hayy al-Qayyiim [Kitab Sarh al-Talatin al-
mas’ala] (Ibrahim b. Yahya al-Sahali) 26, 136, 139f.

Durrat al-gawwas nazm Hulasat al-Rassas (al-Hadi b. Ibrahim b. ‘Alf al-
Wazir) 96

Fa'ida fTl-istiara 132

al-Farag ba‘da I-Sidda (al-Tanahi) 91

K. al-Fasl fi ustil ‘ilm al-raml (Muhammad b. ‘Utman al-Zanati) 144

Fasl al-magqal fT $arh Kitab al-Amtal (Aba ‘Ubayd Allah al-Bakri) 75

Fath al-haliq fi$arh Magma' al-haqa’iq wa-1-raqa’iq fi mada’ih rabb al-hal@’iq
(Muhammad b. Isma‘Tl b. al-Amir al-San‘ani) 83f.

al-Fawa’id al-diya’iyya ‘ala I-Kafiya (‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ahmad al-Gami) 62,
63

Fihris mahtatat ba'd al-maktabat al-hassa i l-Yaman (al-Hibsi) 51

Gam' al-wasa’il fi Sarh al-Sama’il (‘Alf b. Sultan al-Harawi al-Qari) 87

al-Gami* al-musnad al-sahih [Sahth al-Buhari] (Muhammad b. Isma‘l al-
Buhari) 34
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al-Gami‘ al-sahih [Sahih Muslim] (Muslim b. al-Haggag) 34, 38
Gami‘ al-usil fT ahadit al-rasiil (Magd al-Din Abii 1-Saadat al-Mubarak b.
Muhammad Ibn al-Atir) 33

al-Gami‘aal-muhimmali-asanid kutub al-a’imma (Magd al-Dinb. Muhammad
b. Mansir al-Mu'ayyadi) 41, 43, 117

al-Gawab al-muhtar ‘ala masa’il ‘Abd al-Gabbar (Imam al-Mansiir al-Qasim
b. Muhammad) 93, 94

Gawharat al-fara’id al-kasif li-ma‘ani Miftah al-fa’id (Badr al-Din Muhammad
b. Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Nazir1) 27, 38, 39, 42

Gayat al-su’l f1 ‘ilm al-ustl (al-Husayn b. al-Manstir al-Qasim b. Muhammad)
19, 30, 42

al-Gayt al-midrar al-mufattih li-kama’im al-Azhar (Ibn al-Murtada) 28,
59n

K. al-Hafiz f1 l-figh (Ibrahim b. Muhammad al-Yasi) 112

al-Hasir li-faw’id al-Mugaddima f1 ‘ilm al-i‘rab (Imam al-Mu’ayyad bi-llah
Yahya b. Hamza) 72

K. al-HaSiyya (al-Imam al-Had1 ila I-haqq) 81

Hasiya ‘ala l-Iqd al-tamin (Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Gindart
[al-Gundari]) 37

Hasiya ‘ala Sarh Mulhat al-i'rab li-Bahraq (‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad al-Fakihi)
27,28, 42

K. Hawasi Takmilat al-ahkam [al-HawasT al-mukmila li-ahadit al-Takmila]
(‘Alib. Zayd b. Hasan al-Sazabi) 99

Hidayat al-‘uqul ila Gayat al-su’l (al-Husayn b. al-al-Mansiir al-Qasim b.
Muhammad b. ‘Ali) 19, 30, 36, 42

al-Hikma (journal) 138

al-Hikma al-durriyya wa-l-dalala al-nabawiyya (al-Imam al-Mutawakkil
Ahmad b. Sulayman) 102

Hikmat al-higab (Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr) 50

al-Hulasa al-nafi‘a bi-l-adilla al-qati‘a fi fawa’id al-tabi‘a (Ahmad b. al-Hasan
al-Rassas) 101

al-Tbar fi habar man gabar (Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Dahabi) 78, 79

‘Iddat al-akyas fT Sarh ma‘ani al-Asas (Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Salah al-
Sarafi) 38

192



Traditional Yemeni Scholarship amidst Political Turmoil and War

al-1dah “ala 1-Misbah (Ahmad b. Yahya Ibn Habis al-Dawwari) 111, 138

Igabat al-daTila nafyi da‘'wat al-igma‘ (Ishaq b. YGsuf b. al-Mutawakkil Ismal
b. al-Qasim) 94

Igabat al-s@’il $arh Bugyat al-amil bi-nazam al-Kafil (Muhammad b. Isma‘l
al-Amir al-San‘ani) 65

Igaza (‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Bari’ al-Ahdal) 39

Igaza (‘AlTb. Husayn al-Magribi al-Sanani) 34n

Igaza (‘Alib. Muhammad al-Agri) 39

Igaza (‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim) 123

Igaza (Imam Ahmad b. Yahya) 39

Igaza (Muhammad b. Salim al-Bayhani) 39

Igaza ‘amma (‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Girafi) 32

I§aza ‘amma (Ahmad b. Ahmad al-Girafi) 35

Igaza ‘amma (Ahmad Zabara) 33

Igaza ‘amma (‘AlTb. Ahmad al-Sudumi) 38n

Igaza ‘amma (‘AlTb. Muhammad b. Tbrahim) 119, 123

Igaza ‘amma (Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Magribi) 34

Igaza ‘amma (Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Haddar) 39f.

Igaza ‘amma (Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Girafi) 35

Igaza ‘amma (Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr) 22, 23, 40

Igaza ‘amma (Muhammad b. Muhammad Zabara) 33

K. al-Thlilga (attributed to Imam Gafar al-Sadiq) 80

Thya’ ‘ulim al-din (Abt Hamid al-Gazali) 81

‘Iqd al-ahadit fi ‘ilm al-mawarit (al-Fadl b. AbT Sa‘d al-‘Usayfiri) 83

al-Tqd al-nadid fima ittasala bihi min al-asanid (‘Abd al-Karim b. ‘Abd al-
Allah Aba Talib al-Rawdi) 41

al-T1qd al-tamin fi ma'rifat Rabb al-alamin (al-Husayn b. Badr al-Din
Muhammad) 37, 43, 140

al-Ir$ad al-hadi ila Sarh Manzimat al-Sayyid al-Hadi (‘Abd al-Karim b. ‘Abd
Allah b. Muhammad Aba Talib al-Rawdi) 89

al-1r$ad [al-hadi] ila nagat al-‘ibad (‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-‘Ansi) 26, 43, 56,
85
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al-Irsad ila sabil al-ragad f1 tariq amal al-ibad ‘inda faqd al-igtihad (Imam
al-Mansir al-Qasim b. Muhammad) 93

Ir§ad al-nuqqad ila taysir al-igtihad (Muhammad b. Isma‘l al-Amir al-
San‘ani) 86

Isagugi (Atir al-Din al-Abhari) 29, 42

I8§raq al-isbah fi manaqib al-hamsa al-asbah (Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. ‘Altb.
Nizar al-San‘ani) 54, 56

Ithaf dawT I-fitan bi-muhtasar Anba” al-zaman (‘Abd al-Malik b. Husayn al-
Anisi) 20n

al-Itgan fi ‘uliim al-Qur’an (Galal al-Din al-Suyiiti) 129

al-Kafil bi-nayl al-su’l f1 ‘ilm al-ustl (Muhammad b. Yahya b. Ahmad Bahran)
27,33,42, 65, 66, 69, 89, 133

al-Kafiya fi l-nahw (Ibn al-Hagib) 34, 42, 62, 63, 134

al-Kalima al-$afiya fi hukm ma gara bayn al-Imam ‘All wa-Mu‘awiya
(Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansiir) 49

al-Kamil f1 I-tarth (Ibn al-Atir) 29, 43

Kanz al-asrar wa-lawaqih al-afkar (Muhammad b. Sa‘idd b. ‘Umar al-Sanhagi)
85

Kanz al-nagat f1 ilm al-awqat (‘Abd al-Wasi‘ b. Yahya al-WasiT) 137

Kanz al-ra$ad wa-zad al-ma‘ad (al-Imam al-Hadi ‘1zz al-Din b. al-Hasan al-
Hasani) 81,127,137

al-Kasif li-dawt I-‘uqal ‘an wugtih masa’il al-Kafil (Ahmad b. Muhammad Ibn
Lugman) 27,33, 61, 69

K. Kasr al-Sahwatayn (Abii Hamid al-Gazali) 81

al-Kas3af ‘an haqa’iq al-tanzil (Gar Allah al-Zamahsari) 29, 36, 37, 39, 42, 47,
102,103, 139

al-Kawakib al-durriyya fi Sarh al-Abyat al-badriyya (Imam al-Mahdi
Muhammad b. Mutahhar al-Hasani) 107

Lamiyat al-af'al [al-Miftah T abniyat al-af'al] (Ibn Malik) 133

al-Lat@’if al-bahiyya Sarh al-Arba‘in al-hadit al-saylaqiyya (‘Abd al-Wasi‘ b.
Yahya al-Wasi7) 137n

Lawami' min hawatir $awasi' [Diwan al-$i'r] (Muhammad b. Muhammad al-
Mansir) 21n, 22n, 48f.

al-Lubab fi ilal al-bana’ wa-1-i'rab (‘Abd Allah b. al-Husayn al-‘Alawi) 56
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Magma’ al-haqa’iq wa-l-raqa’iq fl mamadih rabb al-hala’iq (Muhammad b.
Ibrahim al-Wazir) 84

Magmi' al-figh al-hadit (zayd b. ‘Ali) 30, 34, 35

K. Magmi' min al-Su‘ar (Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Wazir) 79f.

Man ¢aba ‘anhu I-mutrib (‘Abd al-Malik b. Muhammad al-Ta‘alab1) 64

Manahig al-anzar al-‘asima min al-ahtar (al-Humayd al-Muhalli) 54, 56

al-Manahil al-safiya fi ka$f ma‘ani al-Safiya (Lutf Allih Muhammad al-Giyat
al-zufayri) 36, 42

Manziima fT l-sira al-nabawiyya (Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Mansiir)
50

al-Manziima al-r2’iyya f1 usil al-din (al-Sayyid al-Had1 b. Ibrahim al-Wazir)
89

K. Magqatil al-Talibiyyin ["Ahbar" Magqatil al-Talibiyyin] (Abt 1-Farag al-
Isfahani) 70f.

K. Ma'rifat al-hisal al-mukaffira li-I-duntb al-mugaddama wa-l-mu’ahhara
(Ibn Hagar al-‘Asqalani) 86

al-Masabih (Abt 1-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Ibrahim b. Hasan al-Hasani) 38, 43

Masadir al-turat fT I-maktabat al-hassa 1 I-Yaman (‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abbas
al-Wagth) 144

Mas@’il al-ig§ma’ (Imam al-Mahdi li-Din Allah Ahmad b. Yahya al-Murtada)
129

al-Matla‘ ‘ala Isagugi {1 [-mantiq (Zakariyya  b. Muhammad Ansari) 29, 42

Mawabhib al-fattah fi$arh Talhts al-Miftah (Ahmad b. Muhammad Ibn Ya‘qub
al-Magribi) 32, 42

Miftah al-fz’id fT ilm al-far2’id (al-Fadl b. Abi 1-Sa‘d al-‘Usayfiri) 27, 42, 83,
134

Miftah al-saada (Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Agri) 39n

Miftah al-‘ulim (Sirag al-Din Yasuf al-Sakkaki) 32

Min kalam Amir al-mu'minin ‘Al karrama Allah waghahu fi 1-qada’ wa-I-
gadar 132

Min tarih al-Yaman al-hadit wa-I-muasir 1 1-qarn al-sabi ‘asar (‘Abd Allah
b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Girafi) 31n

Minhag al-tahqiq wa-mahasin al-talfiq (Imad al-Din Yahya b. al-Hasan b.
Miisa al-Quras$i al-Sa‘di) 92, 139, 140
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Minhag al-wusil ila Mi‘yar al-‘uqal f1 ‘ilm al-usal (Ibn al-Murtada) 31n

Mirgat al-wusdl ila ‘ilm al-ustl (Imam al-Mansir al-Qasim b. Muhammad)
131

Misbah al-$ari'a wa-miftah al-haqiqa (attributed to Imam Ga‘far al-Sadiq)
80

Misbah al-‘ulim fi ma'rifat al-Hayy al-Qayytm [al-Talatin al-mas’ala T ustl
al-din] (Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. Muhammad al-Rassas) 26, 42,99, 111, 136,
138

Mi'yar agwar al-atham fi I-ka$f ‘an munasabat al-ahkam (‘Abd Allah b.
Muhammad al-NagrT al-Zaydi) 53, 107

Mi‘yar al-‘uqul fT ilm al-usal (Ibn al-Murtada) 31, 42

Mizan al-i‘tidal fi naqd al-rigal (Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Dahabi) 78

al-Mufassal fT san‘at al-i'rab (al-Zamahsari) 106

Migaz al-burfiq al-mu’nisa fT taragim al-asraf al-adarisa (Muhammad ‘Abd
al-salam Salatin) 92

Mubhtasar f1 ‘ilm tagwid al-Qur’an (anonymous) 61

al-Mubhtasar f1 tagrib wa-tarhib hadit sayyid al-basar (‘Abd al-Wasi' b. Yahya
al-Wasi7) 137n

Muhtasar fi ‘ulim al-din yagib ‘ala kull mukallaf muslim talimuhu
(anonymous) 61

Mubhtasar Mizan al-i‘tidal fi naqd al-rigal (anonymous) 78

Muhtasar sirat rasiil Allah (al-Hasan b. Ahmad al-Galal) 126

Mulhaq li-Tarih al-Yaman fi dikr al-hukiima al-gadida (‘Abd al-wasi' b.
Yahya al-WasiT) 138

Mulhat al-i'rab (Abd Muhammad al-Qasim b. ‘Alf al-Harirl) 25, 27, 42, 134

al-Munir [al-Anwar fi ma'rifat Allah wa-ma'rifat rusulihi wa-sihhat ma §a’a
bihi] (Ahmad b. Miisa al-Tabari) 53

Muntaha al-maram li-ayat al-ahkam (Muhammad b. al-Husayn b. al-Manstr
al-Qasim) 61

al-Muntaza' al-muhtar min al-Gayt al-midrar [Sarh al-Azhar] (Tbn Miftah)
28, 30f., 38, 39, 42, 137, 140

Mugqgaddima f1 ‘ilm al-i'rab (Ibn Babasad) 72

al-Muqaddima al-gazariyya (Ibn al-Gazari) 133
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al-Mugtataf min tarih al-Yaman (‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Girafi)
31n

Misil al-tullab ila gawa'‘id al-i'rab (Halid b. ‘Abd Allah b. Abi Bakr al-Azhari)
28,42

Musnad ‘Alib. Talib  86f.

Musnad al-Imam ‘Alf al-Rida 137

Musnad Zayd b. ‘AlT 137

al-Mustatab fT taragim rigal al-Zaydiyya al-atyab [Hasiyat Kitab al-Tabagat
fi dikr fadl al-‘'ulama’ wa-‘ilmihim wa-musannafatim wa-I-tana’ ‘alayhim
min man ‘asarahu al-musannif rahimahu llah taala wa-man mata
gablahu] (Yahya b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim al-Yamani al-San‘ani)  19f,,
73, 135f.

al-Mutallat fT I-luga (Qutrub) 107

al-Muwassah (Muhammad b. Abi Bakr b. Muhammad al-Habisi) 34, 42

Nafahat al-asad ila buliig al-murad (Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Gar Allah
Masham al-Sa‘di al-Yamani) 78

al-Nafas al-yamani wa-l-riih al-rithani fi igazat al-qada’ Bani Sawkant li-I-
Ahdal (‘Abd al-Rahman b. Sulayman b. Yahya al-Ahdal) 41

al-Nasih wa-l-mansth (al-Muzaffar b. al-Husayn b. Zayd b. ‘Al b. Huzayma
al-Faris) 128

K. al-Nasih wa-l-manstith min al-Qur’an al-karim (‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad
b. Abi I-Nagm al-Sa‘di) 130

K. al-Nass al-gali fifada’il al-imam amir al-mu’minin ‘Alib. Abi Talib (Mustafa
b. Kamal al-Din al-Bakri) 94

Nayl al-awtar $arh Muntaqa al-ahbar (al-Sawkani) 30, 43

Nayl al-watar min taragim rigal al-Yaman fi1l-qarn al-talit ‘asar (Muhammad
Zabara) 41

al-Nar al-asna al-gami’ li-ahadit al-$ifa’ (Hammad b. ‘Abbas al-Mu’ayyad)
120

Nuzhat al-nazar f rigal al-qarn al-rabi‘ ‘aSar (Muhammad Zabara) 41

Orality and Literacy (Walter Ong) 116

K. al-Qala’id f1 tashih al-‘aqa’id (Ibn al-Murtada) 31, 42, 99, 139

K. al-Qala’id wa-1-fara’id fi ahkam al-siyasa wa-nazm al-riyasa (anonymous)
53,75
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Qasida (Naswan b. Sa‘id al-Himyari) 95

al-Qasida al-kamila (al-Sahib b. ‘Abbad) 102

Qatr al-nada wa-ball al-sada (‘Abd Allah b. Yasuf b. ‘Abd Allah al-Nahwi, "Ibn
Hisam") 25,27, 42

Qawa'id al-i'rab (Ibn Hisam) 28, 42

al-Qawl al-wagiz fT Sarh ahadit Silsilat al-ibriz (Aba I-Makarim Nar al-Din
Salih b. al-Siddiqg b. ‘Ali al-Namazi) 127,128

Qudsiyyat al-iman (Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstr) 49

al-Radd ‘ala I-mulhid (Imam al-Qasim b. Ibrahim) 80

al-Ratib al-‘azim wa-l-wird al-karim (‘Abd al-Wasi' b. Yahya al-WasiT) 138

al-Rawd al-nadir Sarh al-Magm' al-kabir (al-Husayn b. Ahmad al-Sayagi al-
Haymi al-San‘ani) 30, 35, 37, 43

al-Rawda al-bahiyya f11-masa’il al-mardiyya 82f.

al-Risala al-Nasiha (Imam al-Mansar bi-l1lah ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza) 101

al-Risala al-Sa‘'diyya 113

K. Riyadat al-afham fT latif al-kalam (Ibn al-Murtada) 31, 42

K. al-Safi (Imam al-Mansiir ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza) 105

al-Safina fi l-ad‘iya al-ma’tiira [al-Safina al-mungiya fi mustahlas al-marfa’
min al-ad‘iya] (Imam al-Manstr bi-1lah Ahmad b. Hasim b. Muhsin) 85

al-Safina al-§ami‘a li-anwa‘ al-‘uliim (al-Hakim al-Gi§umi) 52, 56

al-Safiya fi ‘ilm al-tasrif (Ibn al-Hagib) 36

K. al-Safwa (Zayd b. ‘Al)) 80

Salah al-mu'min (Ibn al-Gazari) 53, 69

al-Sama’il al-muhammadiyya (al-Tirmidi) 87

Sams al-ahbar al-muntaqa min kalam al-Nabi al-muhtar (‘AlT b. MuhyT I-Din
Humayd b. Ahmad b. al-Walid al-Qurasi) 26, 43

Sarh al-Basmala 104

Sarh al-Iqd al-tamin (Muhammad b. Yahya b. Ahmad Mada‘is al-San‘ani)
37

Sarh [Muqaddimat] al-Qala’id fi tashih al-‘aqa’id (‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad
b. Ab1 1-Qasim al-Nagri) 54, 56,77, 139

Sarh al-Mutallat fi I-luga (‘Abd al-Wahhab b. Hasan b. Barakat al-Muhallabi
al-Bahnasi) 107
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Sarh Nukat al-ibadat wa-gumal al-ziyadat (Qadi Ga‘far) 82, 83

Sarh al-Qasida al-kamila (Qadi Ga‘far) 102

Sarh Qasidat Na§wan [Hulasat al-siyar al-g§ami‘a li-‘aga’ib ahbar al-muliik al-
Tababia] 95

Sarh al-sudiir bi-$arh al-mawta fi I-qubiir (al-Suyiiti) 86

Sarh al-Tagrid fi figh al-imamayn al-a‘zamayn (Imam al-Mu’ayyad bi-11ah)
35f., 43

Sarh al-Tahdib fi I-mantiq (‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sirazi) 97

Sarh Talhis al-miftah (al-Mutawwal) (Sa‘d al-Din al-Taftazani) 32

Sawahid al-tanzil li-qawa‘id al-tafdil fi l-ayat al-nazila fi Ahl al-Bayt (‘Ubayd
Allah b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Haskant al-Nisabari) 90

Sifa” al-awamm fi ahadit al-ahkam (Saraf al-Din al-Husayn b. Badr al-Din)
36

Sifa’ al-galil al-sa’il bi-ma tahmiluhu 1-Kafil (‘Ali b. Salah b. ‘Alf al-Tabari)
33,42

Sifa’ sudiir al-nas bi-Sarh al-Asas (Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Salah al-Sarafi)
37,139, 140

K. al-Sifa’ bi-ta‘rif huqiiq al-Mustafa (al-Qadi Tyad) 105

Silsilat al-ibriz bi-l-sanad al-‘aziz (Saraf al-Din al-Hasan b. ‘AlT al-Balhi) 127,
128

Simt al-guman Sarh al-Risala al-nasiha li-]-Thwan (Safi al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Abd
Allah al-Gindari [al-Gundari]) 101

al-Simt al-hawi al-muttasi' magalatan li-1-rawT (Isma‘Tl b. Husayn Girman)
41

al-Sirr al-mastin fT nuktat al-izhar wa-1-idmar f1 aktar al-nas wa-aktaruhum
1a ya'lamtan (‘Alf b. Ibrahim b, Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-Amir al-Hasani
al-San‘ani) 96

al-Su‘a‘ al-mudt fi hutab al-§um‘a (Hammid b. ‘Abbas al-Muayyad) 120

su’al al-Hamid b. Sakir fi salat al-guma 86

Subul al-salam Sarh Bulig al-maram (Muhammad b. Isma‘l al-Amir al-
San‘ani) 30,43

Sulwan al-muta’ fi ‘udwan al-atba‘ (Ibn Zafar al-Siqilli) 66f.

Sunan (Ibn Maga) 34

Sunan (al-Tirmidi) 34
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al-Tadkira al-fahira fT figh al-‘itra al-tahira (al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. al-
Hasan al-Nahwi) 64f., 76

al-Tag al-mukallal bi-gawahir al-adab ‘ala Kitab al-Mufassal fi san‘at al-i'rab
(Ibn Hutayl) 106f.

al-Tagrid fi figh al-imamayn al-a’zamayn (Imam al-Mu’ayyad bi-llah) 36

K. al-Tahdib f1 ‘ilm al-ustl (‘Abd al-Wasi b. Yahya al-WasiT) 137f.

Tahdib al-mantiq wa-l-kalam (al-Taftazani) 97, 98

al-Tahdir li-1-‘ibad min mu‘awanat ahl al-zulm wa-1-fasad (Imam al-Mansiir
al-Qasim b. Muhammad) 93

al-Tahrir f1 1-ka$f ‘an nusts al-a'imma al-naharir (Imam al-Natiq bi-l-haqq
Abu Talib Yahya) 75, 76, 93

Tahrir al-qawa‘id al-mantiqiyya fi $arh al-Samsiyya (Qutb al-Din al-Razi)
87

K. al-Takmila li-l-ahkam wa-I-tasfiya ‘an bawatin al-anam (Ibn al-Murtada)
99

Talhis al-miftah f1 -ma‘ani wa-1-bayan (Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-
Qazwini) 32,42

Ta‘liq al-Hulasa [al-Yatima] (Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Rassas) 101

Ta'liq al-Tahrir [Sarh al-Tahrir / al-Gami' fi 1-Sarh] (zZayd b. Muhammad al-
Kalari) 75, 76, 92f.

Talgih al-albab (al-Hadi b. Ibrahim al-Wazir) 56

Taragim al-rigal al-madkiira fi Sarh al-Azhar [Rigal Sarh al-Azhar] (Ahmad
b. ‘Abd Allzh al-Gindari [al-Gundari]) 140

Targama (Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Manstir) 22, 23n

K. al-Targuman al-mufattih li-tamarat akmam [kama’im] al-bustan
(Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Yahya b. Ahmad b. Muzaffar) 111, 112

Tarth Rawh al-rih fima hadata ba‘da 1-mi’a al-tasi‘a min al-fitan wa-1-futuh
(Tsa b. Lutf Allah b. al-Mutahhar b. al-Imam Saraf al-Din al-Kawkabani
al-San‘ani) 82

Tarih al-Yaman al-musamma Furgat al-humim wa-I-hazan f1 hawadit wa-
tarih al-Yaman (‘Abd al-Wasi' b. Yahya al-WasiT) 138

al-Tasfiya ‘an al-mawani al-muhlika al-murdiyya (Muhammad b. al-Hasan
al-Daylami) 81

al-Tasfiya li-I-qulab ‘an kadar al-awzar wa-1-dunab (Yahya b. Hamza) 53
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Tawhid ‘Ali b. al-Husayn b. ‘AlT b. Abi Talib 81

Taysir al-matalib min [fi] Amali Abi Talib (Qadi Ga‘far) 31n, 50, 88, 99, 117

Taysir al-wusiil ila Gami‘ al-usiil (‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad b.
‘Umar al-Dayba’) 33

Tuhfat al-ahbab wa-turfat al-ashab [Sarh Bahraq] (Bahraq) 25, 27

al-Tuhfa al-‘aliyya wa-I-farha al-bahiyya al-musammat bi-Sirr al-‘ulim min
al-mantiir wa-l-manztm al-‘agib wa-ma uhtira min al-as‘ar al-ra’iqga min
ta’hil al-garib (uncertain authorship) 64

Tuhfat al-ihwan (Imam al-Manstr ‘Abd Allah b. Hamza) 112

K. Tuhfat al-ihwan fT fadl kalimat al-iman (YGsuf b. al-Husayn b. Ahmad
Zabara al-San‘ani) 94

Turfat al-ashab fi ma‘rifat al-ansab (al-Sultan al-Malik al-ASraf ‘Umar b.
Yasuf b. Rastl) 71

K. Ustl al-‘adl wa-1-tawhid (attributed to Imam al-Qasim b. Ibrahim) 98

Usil al-ahkam f1 1-halal wa-l-haram (al-Imam al-Mutawakkil Ahmad b.
Sulayman) 34, 43

K. al-Usiil fi l-din (al-Imam al-Hadi ild I-haqq) 81

K. al-Ustl al-tamaniyya (Muhammad b. al-Imam al-Qasim b. Ibrahim) 81

K. Wagf Hamza wa-Hi3am ‘ala l-hamz (Saraf al-Din al-Hasan b. Qasim al-
Muradib. Umm Qasim) 70

al-Waragat fi usiil al-figh (Imam al-Haramayn al-Guwayni) 131

K. Wasitat al-darari fT tawhid al-Bari' (Muhammad b. ‘Izz al-Din Muhammad
al-Sahir bi-I-Muftl)) 69

K. Yanabi* al-nasiha fi 1-‘aqa’id al-sahtha (Saraf al-Din al-Husayn b. Badr al-
Din) 36,113

Ziyadat (Imam al-Mu’ayyad bi-l1lah Ahmad b. al-Husayn) 74
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Place Names

Africa 62n

al-Ahntim 19n

al-‘Alami (San@’) 109, 110

Austin, Texas 54n, 55n

al-Azhar (Cairo) 115

Barat 39, 63

Bayt al-Diir (Sahara) 19

Bayt al-faqth 44

Bayt Sibam 120

Biblioteca Ambrosiana (Milan) 111

Biblioteca dell'Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei e Corsiniana (Rome) 111,
138

bilad Wusab 63

Bi'r al-‘azab (San@) 24, 84

Cairo 45, 54,87, 88,115, 116n

Centre Francais d'Archéologie et de Sciences Sociales (CEFAS) (San'@) 55n
Dafina 25n

Damar 24, 25, 26, 27, 28,37,97,100, 101

Dammag (Sa‘da) 50n

Dar al-hadit (Dammag) 50n

Dar al-ittihad (al-Hudayda) 87

DiGibla 104,105,107, 108

Egypt 45,47, 61, 62n, 80, 145

Ethiopia 21

Europe 62n

al-Gami‘ al-kabir (Sand@’) 20n, 28, 29, 36, 37, 46, 103, 104
Gami‘at Umm al-Qura (Mecca) 101

Hamr 38,39

al-Hayma 24

Higrat al-Dart (Yarim) 20, 28
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Hill Museum & Manuscript Library (HMML), Saint John’s University,
Collegeville, Minnesota 17, 57

Hizanat Ahmad b. Yahya b. al-Mu'ayyad bi-llah Muhammad b. al-Qasim
113

al-Hizana al-manstriyya (Zafar) 105

al-Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya / al-Maktaba al-mutawakkiliyya / Maktabat
al-Gami‘ al-mutawakkiliyya (San@’) 62n, 94, 139

al-Hudayda 45n, 87

Hurasan 64

Hat 38,122

al-Hita (Damar) 27

Institute for Advanced Study (IAS), Princeton, NJ 17, 57

Iran 51n

Iraqg 62n

Istanbul 45n

Jordan 47,91

Karbala 49

Lebanon 62n

madrasa Ahmadiyya (Ta‘izz) 115

madrasa ibtida’iyya (Damar) 24

al-madrasa al-ilmiyya / al-madrasa al-ilmiyya al-mutawakkiliyya / al-
madrasa al-mutawakkiliyya (San@) 24, 29, 36, 38, 41, 42, 43, 47, 48, 61,
115,117,120, 136, 137, 140, 141, 142

al-madrasa al-Samsiyya (Damar) 25, 26f., 38

madrasat al-ustad Muhammad b. ‘Alil ‘Umar 23f,

maglis al-Amir ‘AlT b. ‘Abd Allah 38

maglis al-tadris of Imam Ahmad b. Yahya 39

Maktabat al-Ahqaf (Tarim) 29n

Maktabat al-Amir li-tahqiq al-turat (Nagaf) 49

Maktabat al-awqaf (San@’) 20n, 35n, 94, 119, 139

Maktabat Ayat Allah al-‘Uzma al-Mar‘asi al-Nagafi (Qum) 49
al-Maktaba al-garbiyya (San'@) 112
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Markaz al-Badr al-‘ilmi wa-1-taqafi (San'@’) 46f.

masgid al-Filayht (San'@) 29, 46, 127

al-masgid al-gami‘ (Hamr) 39

masgid al-Gilani (Damar) 27

masgid al-Hulla (al-Rawda) 63

al-masgid al-ilmi (San@’) 37

masgid Imam al-Mutahhar b. Muhammad b. Sulayman (al-Hata) 27
masgid al-Nahrayn (San'@’) 46, 119

masgid al-Tawfiq (Bi'r al-‘azab) 24

masgid al-Wusali (San@) 29, 36

Mecca 50n, 101, 115n

Medina 50n, 87

Middle East 62n

Middle East Studies Center, University of Texas at Austin 55n

Mu'assasat al-Imam Zayd b. ‘Al al-tagafiyya (Imam Zayd bin Ali Cultural
Foundation, IZbACF) 48, 111

Nagaf 49

al-Nahrayn (San'@) 46, 119, 121, 122, 125

Qubbat al-Mahdi ‘Abbas (San@’) 119

Qum 49n

Perry-Castafieda Library, The University of Texas at Austin 55
al-Rawda 63

Rome 138

Sa'da 50n, 122

Sahara (Suhara) 19, 23,73, 117, 130

San'a’ 20n, 23, 24, 28, 29, 34, 36n, 37, 38, 39n, 41, 44, 47, 48n, 55, 61, 68, 73,
103, 109, 110, 115, 116n, 119, 121, 125, 127, 136, 139, 144

shrine of Ra’s Husayn (Cairo) 88

Syria 45,47

Ta‘izz 34,38, 39n, 44, 115, 122,125,127
Tarim 29n

Tihama 21, 44n

205



Sabine Schmidtke

United Arab States 45

University of Texas at Austin  54n, 55

wadi‘at Sufyan 122

Yarim 28

Yemen 17,19, 20, 22n, 24n, 30, 33n, 40, 41, 43, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50n, 51, 54,
55n, 61n, 62, 64, 71, 90, 92, 95, 102, 110, 115, 116, 117, 129, 131, 137, 143,
144, 145

Yemeni Studies Center (Markaz al-dirasat wa-l-buhit al-yamaniyya) (San‘@’)
55

Zafar 105
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Manuscripts
Italy

MS Milan, Ambrosiana, arab. C 100 111
MS Milan, Ambrosiana, arab. D 345 111

MS Rome, Biblioteca dell'Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei e Corsiniana, Or.
319 [Rossi 19] 111

MS Rome, Biblioteca dell'Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei e Corsiniana, Or.
339 [Rossi 38] 138

MS Rome, Biblioteca dell'Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei e Corsiniana, Or.
346 [Rossi 45] 138

MS Rome, Biblioteca dell'Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei e Corsiniana, Or.
361 20n

The Netherlands

MS Leiden, Or. 6637 102

United Kingdom

MS London, British Library, Or. 3720 106

United States of America

MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, B.5 56
MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, B.7 ~ 79f.
MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, B.8 92
MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, B.9 56
MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, B.11 72

MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, C.1 112
MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, C.7 56
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MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, E.6
MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, G.1
MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, G.6
MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, .5

MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, J.7

MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, J.8

MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, K.2
MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, K.5
MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, K.7
MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, K.8
MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, L.3
MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, N.8
MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, 0.2
MS Austin, Texas, Stookey microfim collection, 0.3
MS Princeton, Garrett collection, 1410Y 97

Yemen

MS San‘@’, Dar al-mahtatat, 2007 106

66-68
91
85

56, 84f.
85f.
69

MS San‘@’, al-Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya, hadit 1 139n

MS San‘@, al-Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya, hadit 4 139n

MS San‘a’, al-Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya, hadit 266
MS San‘a@, al-Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya, hadit 267
MS San‘@’, al-Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya, hadit 268
MS San‘@’, al-Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya, hadit 269
MS San‘a’, al-Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya, hadit 270
MS San‘@, al-Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya, hadit 271
MS San‘a’, al-Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya, hadit 272
MS San‘@’, al-Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya, hadit 273
MS San‘a’, al-Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya, hadit 274
MS San‘@’, al-Hizana al-mutawakkiliyya, hadit 275
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Fig. 39: MS San‘d@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansiir (ZMT_01492_118)
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Fig. 40: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01317_002)

218



Traditional Yemeni Scholarship amidst Political Turmoil and War

Fig. 41: MS San‘d@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01319_002)
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Fig. 42: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01430_183)
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Fig. 43: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01448_004)
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Fig. 44: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01374_008)
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Fig. 45: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01367_031)
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Fig. 46: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01329_003)
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Fig. 47: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01458_393)

225



Sabine Schmidtke

Fig. 48: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01333_004)
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Fig. 50: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansur (ZMT_01465_006)
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Fig. 51: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01315_002)
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Fig. 52: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01478_002)
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Fig. 53: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01375_002)
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Fig. 54: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01457_002)
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Fig. 55: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01472_004)
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Fig. 56: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01472_157)

234



Traditional Yemeni Scholarship amidst Political Turmoil and War

Fig. 57: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01476_002)
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Fig. 58: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01436_001)
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Fig. 59: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01467_002)
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Fig. 60: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01365_004)
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Fig. 61: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01334_002)
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Fig. 62: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01370_002)
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Fig. 63: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01382_002)
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Fig. 64: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01450_002)
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Fig. 66: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01310_001)
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Fig. 67: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01466_006)
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Fig. 68: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansur (ZMT_01466_002)
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Fig. 69: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01468_002)
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Fig. 70: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01340_002)
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Fig. 71: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01388_003)
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Fig. 72: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansar (ZMT_01352_156)

250



Traditional Yemeni Scholarship amidst Political Turmoil and War

Fig. 73: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01352_035)
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Fig. 75: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansir (ZMT_01439_002)
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Fig. 76: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansar (ZMT_01501_002)
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Fig. 77: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01312_006)
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Fig. 78: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01483_004)
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Fig. 79: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01354_257)
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Fig. 80: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansur (ZMT_01354_002)
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Fig. 81: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01337_002)
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Fig. 82: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01338_236)
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Fig. 83: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01338_002)
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Fig. 84: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01361_003)

262



Traditional Yemeni Scholarship amidst Political Turmoil and War

Fig. 85: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01368_001)
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Fig. 86: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01432_001)

264



Traditional Yemeni Scholarship amidst Political Turmoil and War

Fig. 87: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01373_217)
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Fig. 88: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01373_002)
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Fig. 89: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01356_004)
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Fig. 90: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansur (ZMT_01314_004)
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Fig. 91: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01321_002)
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Fig. 92: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01330_003)
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Fig. 93: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01350_003)
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Fig. 94: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01350_148)
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Fig. 95: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01495_001)
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Fig. 96: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansur (ZMT_01495_004)
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Fig. 97: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01495_007)
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Fig. 98: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01495_008)
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Fig. 99: MS San@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01495_009)
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Fig. 100: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT_01495_016)

278



Traditional Yemeni Scholarship amidst Political Turmoil and War

Fig. 101: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01495_016)
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Fig. 102: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansiir (ZMT_01495_070)
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Fig. 103: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT_01495_072)
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Fig. 104: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT_01495_074)
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Fig. 105: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT_01495_078)
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Fig. 106: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansiir (ZMT_01495_082)
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Fig. 107: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01495_082)
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Fig. 108: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT_01495_083)
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Fig. 109: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT_01495_092)
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Fig. 110: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT_01495_094)
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Fig. 111: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT_01495_115)
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Fig. 112: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT_01495_118)
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Fig. 113: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT_01495_135)
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Fig. 114: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansiir (ZMT_01495_137)
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Fig. 115: MS San‘d’, Maktabat Muhammad
al-Mansir (ZMT_01381_005)

Fig. 116: MS San'a’, Maktabat Muhammad
al-Mansiir (ZMT_01381_058)
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Fig. 117: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad
al-Mansiir (ZMT_01381_087)
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Fig. 119: MS San‘a’, Maktabat Muhammad
al-Mansir (ZMT_01381_105)
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Fig. 121: MS San‘@’, Maktabat
Muhammad al-Manstr
(ZMT_01381_145)

Fig. 122: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT_01372_004)
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Fig. 123: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01372_100)
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Fig. 125: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstr (ZMT_01339_002)
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Fig. 126: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Mansiir (ZMT_01464_056)
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Fig. 127: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT_01464_057)
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Fig. 128: MS San‘@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT_01464_057)
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Fig. 129: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT_01464_066)
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Fig. 130: MS San'@’, Maktabat Muhammad al-Manstir (ZMT_01464_078)
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